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2020 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS 

 Senator Bradley, Chair 

 Senator Simpson, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Thursday, November 7, 2019 

TIME: 10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Bradley, Chair; Senator Simpson, Vice Chair; Senators Bean, Benacquisto, Book, Brandes, 
Braynon, Flores, Gainer, Gibson, Hutson, Lee, Mayfield, Montford, Passidomo, Powell, Rouson, 
Simmons, Stargel, Stewart, and Thurston 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Presentation on Everglades Restoration and Protection of Water Resources by the 
Department of Environment Protection 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Presentation on Medical Marijuana Initiatives by the Florida Agricultural & Mechanical 
University  
 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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MAJOR COMPONENTS OF BUDGET

Everglades 
Restoration

Targeted Water 
Quality 
Improvements

Alternative 
Water 
Supply

Innovative 
Technology 
Increased 
Accountability & 
Transparency 

MORE THAN $625 MILLION FOR EVERGLADES AND WATER
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FY 19/20: $625+ MILLION
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FY 19/20: $625+ MILLION Allocated
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Everglades Restoration 

Projected Benefits
• 221,200 lbs of Phosphorus Reduced
• 490,000 MG of Storage Capacity Created

Project Types
• Water Conveyance Improvements
• Water Storage Components
• Water Quality Features
• Ecosystem Restoration
• Hydrologic Restoration
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Targeted Water Quality Improvements

Targeted Water Quality 
Projected Benefits

• Total nitrogen reductions of over 
27,000 lbs. per year

• Total phosphorus reductions of 
over 3,000 lbs. per year

Targeted Water Quality 
Project Types

• Septic – sewer conversions
• Hydrologic restoration
• Stormwater collection 

enhancements
• Water storage components

TMDLs
Projected Benefits

• Stormwater Treatment Area 
Enhancement

• Nutrient Reduction in impaired 
waterbodies

• Science-based BMAP development 
and project selection

TMDLs
Project Types

• Enhanced Water Quality Monitoring
• Enhanced Hydrologic Monitoring
• Aquifer Storage and Recovery wells
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Alternative Water Supply

Projected Benefits
• 24,353 lbs of Nitrogen Reduced
• 46,438 lbs of Phosphorus Reduced
• 85 MGD of Water Made Available
• 1,355 MG of Storage Capacity Created
• 80 MG of Distribution Capacity Created

Project Types
• Brackish groundwater
• Surface water
• Reclaimed water
• Conservation 
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Innovative Technologies

Projected Benefits
• Prevention of algal blooms
• Mitigation of significant blooms
• Clean-up after a bloom has occurred
• Science-based understanding of Red Tide

Project Types
• A diverse portfolio focused on science-based 

criteria, innovative multi-prong approach 
• Red Tide research
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Accountability and Transparency

Projected Benefits
• Improved data
• Increased oversight 
• Increased analytics and improved communication 
• Science-based decisions

Project Types
• Increased monitoring plan
• Increased inspections
• Established Blue-Green Algae Task Force
• Launch Water Quality Portal and analytics tool
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Springs

Projected Benefits
• 2.47 million lbs of nitrogen reduced
• 19.3 million gallons per day of water made 

available
• Anticipated 1,636 acres of land acquisition

Project Types
• Ag BMPs
• Land acquisition 
• Wastewater collection and treatment
• Hydrologic restoration
• Water conservation
• Water reuse
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COMMITTED TO $2.5 BILLION OVER 4 YEARS





Status Update on the

FAMU Medical Marijuana Initiative 

Senate Appropriations Committee Meeting

November 7, 2019

Patricia Green-Powell, Ph.D., Interim Executive Director

Cynthia Hughes Harris, Ph.D., MMERI Research Chair & 

Dean, School of Allied Health Sciences
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Project Goals

Educate Florida’s Diverse Minority 

Communities about Medical Marijuana 

and the Consequences of Unlawful 

Use of Marijuana

Increase the Body of Research that 

Promotes and Advances Knowledge 

about Medical Marijuana and the 

Consequences of Unlawful Use of 

Marijuana 

Conduct ongoing Assessment and 

Evaluation of the Effectiveness and 

Impact of the MMERI Project

2

Anticipated Outcomes / 

Measures of Success

• Increased Stakeholder 

Awareness 

• Modified Habits and 

Behaviors

• Scholarly Research and 

Publications

• Inform State Law and 

Policy



Key Components
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Key Initiatives
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Progress - Education

Developed curricula for two courses at the 

beginning and intermediate levels:
History of Marijuana
Legalization
Medical Marijuana in Florida
Safety
Qualifying Conditions
How Receptors Work
Prevention

Developed materials to begin the Train-the-

Trainer initiative

Initiated development of a pilot program to 

train teachers in K-12 settings (initial focus on 

FAMU DRS)
5



Progress - Community Engagement

7 Community Forums conducted in three regions: 495 Attendees

102 Engagements: Community organizations, agencies, 

businesses and educational institutions

Sample Engagements

41 Events across Florida: Over 20,000 Participants

• Affordable Care Clinics

• FAMU Student Government Association

• Florida Association of Community Action

• Hispanic Unity of Florida

• Miami-Dade Police Department

• Various Faith-Based Organizations
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Progress - Communications

3,742 TV and 4,573 radio spots in Florida’s ten media markets-

26% in Spanish (August 5 – September 30, 2019)

Half-Hour Weekly Program aired on radio and distributed via

podcast on iHeart Radio https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-mmeri-forum-

radio-51146091/

Website Traffic averaged 3.20 pages per session (3.50 

National Average) with each person averaging 3:15 on the 
site (NA 2:17) http://mmeri.famu.edu (data for 10/28/2019-
11/3/2019)

Web Repository to disseminate MMERI products to the public 

http://mmeri.famu.edu/repository/ 

Print materials distributed to over 10,000 people across Florida 

(English, Spanish, Haitian-Creole, and French)
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Progress - Research

14 Mini-Grants Were Awarded: $98,000 Total Awards

• A Mixed Methods Study of Medical Marijuana Use Among Minority Patients

• Investigating Levels of Awareness of Medical Marijuana and the Correlation to Post 
Traumatic  Stress Symptoms Within the Criminal Justice System

• Assessing African Americans Preference, Willingness, and Ability to Pay Values for 
Medical Marijuana as a Treatment for Cancer – a Minority Perspective

• Assessing Disparate Impacts: The Legalization of Medical Marijuana in Florida and the 
Legal Implications for Florida’s African American Communities

Sample Projects
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Status Update - Revenue & Expenses
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: KN 412 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Appropriations Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 11/7/2019 10:03:27 AM 
Ends: 11/7/2019 11:59:52 AM Length: 01:56:26 
 
10:04:04 AM Sen. Bradley (Chair) 
10:05:53 AM TAB 1 - Everglades Restoration and Protection of Water Resources, Department of Environmental 
Protection 
10:06:07 AM Sen. Bradley 
10:08:04 AM Sen. Braynon 
10:08:17 AM Sen. Bradley 
10:08:54 AM Secretary Noah Valenstein, Dept. of Environmental Protection 
10:17:34 AM Sen. Simmons 
10:19:03 AM N. Valenstein 
10:24:41 AM Sen. Simmons 
10:24:46 AM Sen. Benacquisto 
10:25:39 AM N. Valenstein 
10:28:53 AM Sen. Benacquisto 
10:29:06 AM N. Valenstein 
10:30:49 AM Sen. Powell 
10:32:19 AM N. Valenstein 
10:35:33 AM Sen. Bradley 
10:36:07 AM Sen. Powell 
10:37:19 AM N. Valenstein 
10:38:21 AM Sen. Mayfield 
10:38:37 AM N. Valenstein 
10:38:41 AM Sen. Mayfield 
10:39:02 AM N. Valenstein 
10:40:06 AM Sen. Mayfield 
10:40:56 AM N. Valenstein 
10:42:10 AM Sen. Gibson 
10:42:47 AM N. Valenstein 
10:45:08 AM Sen. Gibson 
10:45:43 AM N. Valenstein 
10:47:15 AM Sen. Thurston 
10:47:33 AM N. Valenstein 
10:48:02 AM Sen. Thurston 
10:49:22 AM N. Valenstein 
10:51:41 AM Sen. Montford 
10:52:30 AM N. Valenstein 
10:53:13 AM Sen. Montford 
10:53:21 AM N. Valenstein 
10:53:44 AM Sen. Montford 
10:53:55 AM N. Valenstein 
10:54:32 AM Sen. Bradley 
10:54:51 AM Sen. Stewart 
10:55:37 AM N. Valenstein 
10:56:55 AM Sen. Bradley 
10:57:39 AM N. Valenstein 
11:02:23 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:03:17 AM N. Valenstein 
11:05:35 AM Sen. Mayfield 
11:07:17 AM N. Valenstein 
11:08:14 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:08:56 AM N. Valenstein 
11:10:03 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:10:28 AM N. Valenstein 



11:12:23 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:12:32 AM N. Valenstein 
11:13:27 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:14:01 AM N. Valenstein 
11:15:51 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:16:11 AM N. Valenstein 
11:18:08 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:18:35 AM N. Valenstein 
11:19:53 AM Sen. Benacquisto (Chair) 
11:20:04 AM TAB 2 - Medical Marijuana Initiatives, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) 
11:20:48 AM Dr. Patricia Green-Powell, Interim Executive Director, FAMU Medical Marijuana Education and Research 
Initiative 
11:21:29 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:22:18 AM Sen. Thurston 
11:22:37 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:22:56 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:36:16 AM Sen. Braynon 
11:36:55 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:37:22 AM Sen. Thurston 
11:37:54 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:40:07 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:40:16 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:40:50 AM Sen. Benacquisto 
11:41:09 AM Glory Brown, Director, FAMU Office of Sponsored Programs 
11:42:14 AM Sen. Benacquisto 
11:42:25 AM  G. Brown 
11:43:07 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:44:01 AM G. Brown 
11:44:49 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:44:52 AM G. Brown 
11:45:25 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:45:54 AM G. Brown 
11:46:42 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:46:54 AM G. Brown 
11:47:34 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:48:28 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:49:03 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:49:07 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:49:16 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:50:11 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:50:43 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:50:58 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:51:43 AM Sen. Gibson 
11:52:07 AM P. Green-Powell 
11:52:25 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:52:48 AM Dr. Cynthia Hughes Harris, Dean, FAMU School of Allied Health Sciences, and Research Chair, FAMU 
Medical Marijuana Education and Research Initiative 
11:57:21 AM Sen. Bradley 
11:57:35 AM Roz McCarthy, Founder/CEO, Minorities 4 Medical Marijuana 
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