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2014 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    GAMING 

 Senator Richter, Chair 

 Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 

TIME: 3:00 —6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Lakeland, Florida 

MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, Dean, 
Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
LOCATION: 
George Jenkins High School Auditorium 
6000 Lakeland Highlands Road, Lakeland, FL 33813 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
WORKSHOP: 
Public testimony and local perspectives regarding two-part "Florida Gambling Impact Study" 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
To be listed on the agenda, make request to speak at 
http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming on or before October 27, 2013 
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The Florida Senate 
Committee on Gaming 
Senator Richter, Chair 

Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 
 
WORKSHOP DATE:    Wednesday, October 30, 2013 

TIME: 3:00 —6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: George Jenkins High School Auditorium, Lakeland, FL 

 
MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, 
Dean, Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher  
 
Economic Impacts 
1. Jillianne Pierce (Orlando) 
2. Dick Schultz, CCIM (St. Petersburg) 
3. Carl Schwing (Bonita Springs) 
4. Martha Simons (Bonita Springs) 
5. John DeNaro (Bonita Springs) 
6. Brian Spina (Bonita Springs) 
7. Roger Brunswick (Bonita Springs) 
9. Jerry Custin (Oldsmar) 
10. Mayor Teresa Jacobs (Orlando) 
 
Gambling and Crime 
11. Sheriff Jerry L. Demings (Orlando) 
 
Family, Community, and Social Impacts 
12. Mark Andrews (Sanibel) 
13. Virgil Beato (Sebring) 
14. Terry Terril (Land O' Lakes) 
15. Maggie Rodriguez (Tampa) 
16. Mary Cardinale (Tampa) 
17. Grace Gonzalez (Tampa) 
18. Hilda Oreieres (Tampa) 
19. Tony Easparro (Tampa) 
20. Judy Harkins (Tampa) 
21. Helen DeMarco (Tampa) 
22. Carmen Figueredo (Tampa) 
23. Jackie Hurst (Tampa) 
24. Zelma Vega (Tampa) 
25. Alicia Vernia (Tampa) 
26. Aleida Camero (Tampa) 
 
Cardrooms 
27. Martin Shapiro (Clearwater) 
28. Donna Blevins (Inverness) 
29. John Faucette (Apopka) 

 

Compulsive Gambling 
30. Brian Kongsvik (Altamonte Springs) 
31. Alan Abrams (Winter Park) 
 
Racinos and Pari-mutuels 
32. Milton Champion (Lakeland) 
33. Jack Cory (Tallahassee) 
34. Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee) 
35. George Birkhold (Pompano Beach) 
36. James Stackpoole (Lutz) 
37. David Shepp (Lakeland) 
38. John Weber (Estero) 
39. Todd Byers (Daytona Beach) 
40. LaDonna Miller (Daytona Beach) 
41. Casey Alves (Port Orange) 
42. Robert Jeffries (Oldsmar) 
43. Fred Guzman (Daytona Beach) 
44. Michael Stringer (Daytona Beach) 
45. Richard Manning (Daytona Beach) 
46. Robert Enriques (Daytona Beach) 
47. Robert Baxter (Daytona Beach) 
48. Dr. Kevin Eastman (Daytona Beach) 
 
Decoupling 
49. Joyce Carta (Anthony) 
 
Internet Cafes or Adult Arcades 
50. Julie Slattery (Melbourne) 
 
Family Arcades 
51. Brian Neslund (Lakeland) 

Notes: Others wishing to speak may attend the workshop and fill out appearance cards onsite. 
After the workshop starts, the list will be appended with speakers who register onsite. 
  



Appearance forms submitted onsite  

52. Patrick Biddix (Rockledge) 

53. Janet DelCastillo (Winter Haven) 

54. Calvin Holland (St Petersburg) 

55. Dominic Niro (Daytona Beach) 

56. Rod Connell (Eustis) 

57. Irene Clark (Altamonte Springs) 

58. Elaine Bolack (Lutz) 

59. Don Goldstein (Riverview) 

60. John Monahan (Lakeland) 

61. Linda Heck (Lakeland) 

62. Sherry Sandstrom (St. Petersburg) 

63. Bryan Wilson (Winter Springs) 

64. Cyndi Bro (Valrico) 

65. Sharon Hendon (Polk City) 

66. Faye Davis 

67. Micki Johnson (Tampa) 

68. Linda Becker (Tampa) 

  



Public Workshop on Gaming
Wednesday, October 30, 2013, 3:00 — 6:00 PM

George Jenkins High School Auditorium

Lakeland, Florida

http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

1. Jillianne Pierce (Orlando)

2. Dick Schultz, CCIM (St. Petersburg)

3. Carl Schwing (Bonita Springs)

4. Martha Simons (Bonita Springs)

5. John DeNaro (Bonita Springs)

6. Brian Spina (Bonita Springs)

7. Roger Brunswick (Bonita Springs)

8. Carl Schwing (Bonita Springs)

9. Jerry Custin (Oldsmar)

10. Mayor Teresa Jacobs (Orlando)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

11. Sheriff Jerry L. Demings (Orlando)

12. Mark Andrews (Sanibel)

13. Virgil Beato (Sebring)

14. Terry Terril (Land O' Lakes)

15. Maggie Rodriguez (Tampa)

16. Mary Cardinale (Tampa)

17. Gracie Gonzalez (Tampa)

18. Hilda Oreieres (Tampa)

19. Tony Easparro (Tampa)

20. Judy Harkins (Tampa)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

21. Helen DeMarco (Tampa)

22. Carmen Figueredo (Tampa)

23. Jackie Hurst (Tampa)

24. Zelma Vega (Tampa)

25. Alicia Vernia (Tampa)

26. Aleida Camero (Tampa)

27. Martin Shapiro (Clearwater)

28. Donna Blevins (Inverness)

29. John Faucette (Apopka)

30. Brian Kongsvik (Altamonte Springs)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

31. Alan Abrams (Winter Park)

32. Milton Champion (Lakeland)

33. Jack Cory (Tallahassee)

34. Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee)

35. George Birkhold (Pompano Beach)

36. James Stackpoole (Lutz)

37. David Shepp (Lakeland)

38. John Weber (Estero)

39. Todd Byers (Daytona Beach)

40. LaDonna Miller (Daytona Beach)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

41. Casey Alves (Port Orange)

42. Robert Jeffries (Oldsmar)

43. Fred Guzman (Daytona Beach)

44. Michael Stringer (Daytona Beach)

45. Richard Manning (Daytona Beach)

46. Robert Enriques (Daytona Beach)

47. Robert Baxter (Daytona Beach)

48. Dr. Kevin Eastman (Daytona Beach)

49. Joyce Carta (Anthony)

50. Julie Slattery (Melbourne)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

51. Brian Neslund (Lakeland)

52. Patrick Biddix (Rockledge)

53. Janet DelCastillo (Winter Haven)

54. Calvin Holland (St Petersburg)

55. Dominic Niro (Daytona Beach)

56. Rod Connell (Eustis)

57. Irene Clark (Altamonte Springs)

58. Elaine Bolack (Lutz)

59. Don Goldstein (Riverview)

60. John Monahan (Lakeland)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

61. Linda Heck (Lakeland)

62. Sherry Sandstrom (St. Petersburg)

63. Bryan Wilson (Winter Springs)

64. Cyndi Bro (Valrico)

65. Sharon Hendon (Polk City)

66. Faye Davis

67. Micki Johnson (Tampa)

68. Linda Becker (Tampa)

69. Gregory Weitzel (Inverness)



































































































Registered Speakers
Wednesday, October 30, 2013, 3:00 — 6:00 PM
George Jenkins High School Auditorium, 6000 Lakeland Highlands Road, Lakeland, FL 33813

Economic Impacts

1 Jillianne Pierce (Orlando)

Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association

yes

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lodging industry perspective on gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 6675 WESTWOOD BLVD., STE. 210, ORLANDO, FL 32821

2 Dick Schultz, CCIM (St. Petersburg)

Atwater Company

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Destroys local ecomomics

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 6055 BAYOU GRANDE BLVD. NE, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33703-1801

3 Carl Schwing (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135

4 Martha Simons (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135

5 John DeNaro (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135
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6 Brian Spina (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135

7 Roger Brunswick (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135

8 Carl Schwing (Bonita Springs) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135

9 Jerry Custin (Oldsmar)

Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce

no

For Expansion of Gaming

The Tampa Bay Downs is a historic attraction and great business partner in our community.  They are a major 
employer and generous supporter of community organizations.  They should be allowed to operate on a level 
playing field in their industry.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 101 STATE STREET W SUITE 101, OLDSMAR, FL 34677

10 Mayor Teresa Jacobs (Orlando)

Orange County

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 201 S. ROSALIND AVE, FIFTH FLOOR, ORLANDO, FL 32801

Gambling and Crime
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11 Sheriff Jerry L. Demings (Orlando)

Florida Sheriffs Association

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: P.O. BOX 1440, ORLANDO, FL 32802

Family, Community, and Social Impacts

12 Mark Andrews (Sanibel)

FL Casino Watch

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Gambling is illegal in FL and is only permitted when government and casino interests make deals together.  The 
resulting deal makes money for the casino and government while making losers of citizens.  Such a deal is bad 
public policy.  Voting for such a deal is immoral.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3869 WEST GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL, FL 33957

13 Virgil Beato (Sebring) no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Concerned about the implications that this will have on the already high cost social services in Florida. Studies 
show a high coorelation between gambling and a higher need for child protective services due to issues such as 
abandonment and neglect associated with gambling. As part of my remarks, I plan to present examples of this 
both in Florida and across the country.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: SEBRING, FL 33875

14 Terry Terril (Land O' Lakes) no

Neither For nor Against

Over 85% of the citizens participate in gambling activities of one form or another. Its time to treat gambling like 
any other business.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: LAND O' LAKES, FL 34638

15 Maggie Rodriguez (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2909 WEST BARCELONA ST #1403, TAMPA, FL 33629
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16 Mary Cardinale (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33629

17 Gracie Gonzalez (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2909 BARCELONA STREET #1011, TAMPA, FL 33629

18 Hilda Oreieres (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2909 WEST BARCELONA STREET #510, TAMPA, FL 33629

19 Tony Easparro (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2909 W. BARCELONA ST. #1001, TAMPA, FL 33629

20 Judy Harkins (Tampa) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33611

21 Helen DeMarco (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2909 BARCELONA ST. #503, TAMPA, FL 33629
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22 Carmen Figueredo (Tampa) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33604

23 Jackie Hurst (Tampa) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33604

24 Zelma Vega (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33629

25 Alicia Vernia (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33629

26 Aleida Camero (Tampa) no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33609

Cardrooms
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27 Martin Shapiro (Clearwater) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Florida can become an international hub for Internet poker. It can work in synergy with licensed Florida 
cardrooms, bringing increased traffic to the live cardrooms; international interest and tourism with tie-ins 
between online play and live tournament series; and new high-tech jobs for establishment and support of online 
poker platforms. Florida can utilize its extent regulatory expertise to become a worldwide leader and authority 
for online poker licensing and regulation.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 312 FEATHER TREE DRIVE, CLEARWATER, FL 33765

28 Donna Blevins (Inverness)

Poker Players Alliance

no

For Expansion of Gaming

As the Director of the Florida State Chapter of Poker Players Alliance, I speak for over 55,000 Florida members, 
who want to see online poker smartly legislated by Florida, as well as greater opportunities to play in legal 
cardrooms through the state.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1108 E INVERNESS BLVD #611, INVERNESS, FL 34452

29 John Faucette (Apopka) no

For Expansion of Gaming

I would like to see cardrooms legalized statewide.  The monopoly that the Native American Casinos and the few 
Para-mutuel's have serves no positive purpose for me as a player, and consumer.  It forces me to drive long 
distances, sometimes in dangerous driving conditions.  It costs me time and money.    Gaming and cardrooms are 
no different than any other business. With lack of competition, there is no incentive for business to improve or 
become better for the consumer. When you are literally the only game in town, you can pretty much do what 
you want.  To expand cardrooms will allow for competition and better games for players who are already 
playing.  It will allow for more tax money to the state. It will provide more jobs for the people.  And it will draw 
other business to the area.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: APOPKA, FL 32712

Compulsive Gambling

30 Brian Kongsvik (Altamonte Springs)

FCCG

yes

Neither For nor Against

To speak about the Florida Council on Compulsive Gambling and the 888 ADMIT-IT HelpLine and to speak about 
the adverse affects of compulsive gambling.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32714
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31 Alan Abrams (Winter Park)

Community

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Speaking about personal experience with problem gambling and the risks of over exposure of gambling in Florida.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: WINTER PARK, FL 32792

Racinos and Pari-mutuels

32 Milton Champion (Lakeland)

Myself

no

For Information Only

(1) I am the prior Director of the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering with 19 years experience in the gaming 
industry and 5 1/2 years with the state of Florida. I am in the process of registering as a lobbyist. I have 
information that I want to present based on my experience in the gaming industry and as a regulator for the 
state of Florida. (2) Because there is an alloted time I would like to break up my segments into two categories. I 
have been approved to speak on Pari-Mutuels and would also like to speak seperately about a Gaming 
Commission. Thank you for your consideration.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: LAKELAND, FL 33810

33 Jack Cory (Tallahassee) yes

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

34 Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee) yes

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

35 George Birkhold (Pompano Beach)

Florida Standardbred Breeders & Owners Assn.

no

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1800 SW 3RD STREET, POMPANO BEACH, FL 33069
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36 James Stackpoole (Lutz)

my self

no

For Expansion of Gaming

I intend to address the  lack of parity in Florida when comparing revenue opportunities in South Florida to Central 
Florida for the  pari-muteul industry. The same parity is lackoing when comparing  florida to most other states.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4433 AVENUE CANNES, LUTZ, FL 33558

37 David Shepp (Lakeland)

Florida Greyhound Association

yes

Neither For nor Against

Opposition to 'de-coupling' of live racing for pari-mutuels.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3020 SOUTH FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 205, LAKELAND, FL 33813

38 John Weber (Estero)

greyhounds

no

Neither For nor Against

I do not want slots at par-mutuals if it means ending live racing.Almost 32% of state revenue from tracks was 
from greyhounds.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 21321 LANCASTER RUN #612, ESTERO, FL 33928

39 Todd Byers (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Greyhound Association

no

Neither For nor Against

We are against decoupling. Any pari-mutual changes we support, providing it is mandated that live racing must 
be maintained to operate

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1170 FORESTWOOD ST, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32119

40 LaDonna Miller (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Trainers

no

Neither For nor Against

As a kennel trainer I want to ensure that if there is expanded gambling, that myself and the others in my position, 
including kennel helpers will still retain employment

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32119
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41 Casey Alves (Port Orange)

Daytona Beach Greyhound Kennel Owners

no

Neither For nor Against

As Vice President of The Daytona Beach Greyhound Association, I wish to express that if expanded gambling is 
supported that live racing shall be retained

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1645 DUNLAWTON AVE, PORT ORANGE, FL 32127

42 Robert Jeffries (Oldsmar) no

For Expansion of Gaming

level playing field in the state of Florida

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: P.O. BOX 1768, OLDSMAR, FL 34677

43 Fred Guzman (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

no

For Expansion of Gaming

We are part of the social fabric of Volusia County for 65 years.
Positive effect on the community
Investment in the form of CapEx
Number of Employees
Charitable donations, Community Relations
How much we spend on marketing
How much we spend on sales taxes
Good corporate citizens

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114

44 Michael Stringer (Daytona Beach)

DNC

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Supporting Slots at Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114

45 Richard Manning (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Supporting Slots at Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114
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46 Robert Enriques (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Supporting Slots at Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114

47 Robert Baxter (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Supporting Slots at Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114

48 Dr. Kevin Eastman (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Supporting Slots at Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 960 S WILLIAMSON BLVD, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114

Decoupling

49 Joyce Carta (Anthony)

Greyhound Adoptions of FL Inc.

no

Neither For nor Against

Speaking in support of the Greyhound Decoupling Bill and the Greyhound Injury Reporting Bill.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1681 NE 105 LANE, ANTHONY, FL 32617

Internet Cafes or Adult Arcades

50 Julie Slattery (Melbourne) no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: MELBOURNE, FL 32935
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51 Brian Neslund (Lakeland)

Family Fun Center

no

Neither For nor Against

I am the second generation owner of a small family business in Lakeland, FL. I would like to discuss the impacts of 
HB 155 on my business and suggest changes to be incorporated into future gaming legislation.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: LAKELAND, FL 33813

Onsite

52 Patrick Biddix (Rockledge) noLobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1675 FISKE BLVD, ROCKLEDGE, FL 32955

53 Janet DelCastillo (Winter Haven)

Thoroughbread Horse Racing

no

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3708 CRYSTAL BEACH ROAD, WINTER HAVEN, FL 33880

54 Calvin Holland (St Petersburg)

Tampa Bay Greyhound Association

no

For Expansion of Gaming

If it includes live greyhound racing & the greyhound kennels receive a fair percentage of the take.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 10661 1ST WAY N, ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

55 Dominic Niro (Daytona Beach)

Daytona Beach Kennel Club Poker Room

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1825 N AGLONTIC AVE, DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32118

56 Rod Connell (Eustis)

Greyhound Association

no

For Expansion of Gaming

45 years involved in Greyhound racing as kennel owner and employer of many people over all those years

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2990 LK WOODWARD DRIVE, EUSTIS, FL 32726
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57 Irene Clark (Altamonte Springs)

Self

no

Neither For nor Against

I am here to speak in favor of injury reporting of racing greyhounds and in favor of not requiring racetracks to 
provide live greyhound racing

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 200 MAITLAND AVENUE, #218, ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32701

58 Elaine Bolack (Lutz)

Self

no

Neither For nor Against

Greyhound Adoption

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 24203 DRACENA CT, LUTZ, FL 33559

59 Don Goldstein (Riverview)

Greyhound Rescue and Adoptions

no

Neither For nor Against

Decoupling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 12321 BRAMFIELD DRIVE, RIVERVIEW, FL 33579

60 John Monahan (Lakeland)

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 515 ORANGE STREET, LAKELAND, FL 33801

61 Linda Heck (Lakeland) noLobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 7829 PRINCETON MANOR, LAKELAND, FL 33809

62 Sherry Sandstrom (St. Petersburg)

Self

no

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 6465 99TH WAY N #17A, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33708
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63 Bryan Wilson (Winter Springs)

Self

no

Neither For nor Against

Decoupling and greyhound injury reporting

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 702 HEATHER LANE, WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

64 Cyndi Bro (Valrico)

Global Games

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2842 MOSSY TIMBER TRAIL, VALRICO, FL 33596

65 Sharon Hendon (Polk City)

Self

no

Decoupling and greyhound injury reporting

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4567 ROUNDUP DRIVE, POLK CITY, FL 33868

66 Faye Davis (, )

Self

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: ,

67 Micki Johnson (Tampa)

Self

no

For Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TAMPA, FL 33611

68 Linda Becker (Tampa)

GREAT

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Greyhound Rescue

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3112 W FIELDER ST, TAMPA, FL 33611
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69 Gregory Weitzel (Inverness)

Self

For Expansion of Gambling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1108 E INVERNESS BLVD #611, INVERNESS, FL 34452
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SENATOR BILL GALVANO 
26th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education, Chair 
Agriculture 
Appropriations 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health 
   and Human Services 
Education 
Gaming 
Health Policy 
Regulated Industries 
Rules 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   1023 Manatee Avenue West, Suite 201, Bradenton, Florida 34205 
   326 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5026 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

 

October 28, 2013 

 

 

 

The Honorable Garrett Richter 

404 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL  32399 

 

Dear Speaker Richter: 

 

I am writing to request approval to be excused from the October 30, 2013 Gaming Committee 

Public hearing scheduled to be held in Lakeland.  I will be attending a Delegation Meeting in 

Highlands County. 

 

I appreciate your consideration in this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Bill Galvano 

 

 

 

cc.:  John Guthrie 





 

 

 
 

 

 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Senator Maria Lorts Sachs 
Minority Leader Pro Tempore 

District 34 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

100 NW 1st Avenue, Delray Beach, Florida 33444  (561) 279-1427 
216 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5091 

 
Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 

 
 

 Don Gaetz Garrett Richter 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

John Guthrie 

103 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

 

October 30, 2013 

 

 

Dear Mr. Guthrie,  

 

 

Please excuse my absence from the meeting of the Committee 

Town Hall on Gaming scheduled for Wednesday, October 30, 

2013, as a previously scheduled conflict in my district has 

made me unable to make the trip to Lakeland. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Senator Maria Sachs  

District 34 

 

CC: Lynn Koon 

 

 

 

Committees: 
 
Gaming 
Vice Chair 
 
Agriculture 
 
Education 
 
Appropriations 
Subcommittee on 
Education 
 
Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Finance 
and Tax 
 
Military Affairs, Space, 
and Domestic Security 
 
Regulated Industries  
 

 STAFF: 
 
Joshua Freeman 
Legislative Assistant 
 
Caitlin Lewis 
Legislative Assistant 
 
Matthew Damsky 
Legislative Assistant 
 



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 401 Case:  Type: . 
Caption: Senate Gaming Committee, Public Workshop, Lakeland, Florida, October 30, 2013 Judge:  
 
Started: 11/12/2013 11:51:10 AM 
Ends: 11/12/2013 2:38:12 PM Length: 02:47:03 
 
11:51:24 AM Chairman's opening remarks and call to order 
11:56:11 AM Chair recognizing Polk County School Superintendent 
11:59:12 AM Senators introducing themselves 
12:02:18 PM Jillianne Pierce, Orlando, Florida 
12:04:48 PM Carl Schwing, Bonita Springs, Florida 
12:07:08 PM Martha Simons, Bonita Springs 
12:09:49 PM Brian Spina , Bonita Springs, Florida 
12:10:52 PM Roger Brunswick, Bonita Springs Florida 
12:13:58 PM Jerry Custin, Oldsmar, Florida 
12:16:44 PM Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Mayor of Orlando, Florida 
12:19:41 PM Sheriff Jerry L. Demings, Orlando, Florida 
12:25:34 PM Mark Andrews, Sanibel,Florida 
12:28:23 PM Virgil Beato, Sebring, Florida 
12:31:29 PM Mary Cardinale, Tampa, Florida 
12:32:45 PM Helen Demarco, Tampa, Florida 
12:34:28 PM Grace Gonzales, Tampa, Florida 
12:36:14 PM Hilda Oreieres, Tampa, Florida 
12:38:36 PM Jackie Hurst, Tampa, Florida 
12:40:16 PM Zelda Vega, Tampa, Florida 
12:42:44 PM Aleida Camero, Tampa, Florida 
12:45:17 PM Martin, Shapiro, Clearwater, Florida 
12:48:29 PM Donna Blevins, Inverness, Florida 
12:52:18 PM John Faucette, Apopka, Florida 
12:53:21 PM Brian Krongsvik, Altamonte Springs, Florida 
12:56:37 PM Alan Abrams, Winter Park, Florida 
12:58:58 PM Milton Champion, Lakeland, Florida 
1:04:38 PM Jack Cory, Tallahassee, Florida 
1:07:02 PM Jim Blanchard, Tallahassee, Florida 
1:08:26 PM George Birkhold, Pampano Beach/Sarasota, Florida 
1:10:49 PM James Stackpoole, Lutz, Florida 
1:13:14 PM David Shepp, Lakeland, Florida 
1:14:37 PM John Weber, Estero, Florida 
1:19:20 PM Todd Byers, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:22:11 PM LaDonna Miller, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:23:38 PM Casey Alves, Port Orange, Florida 
1:25:20 PM Robert Jeffries, Oldsmar, Florida 
1:27:34 PM Fred Guzman, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:30:04 PM Michael Stringer, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:32:04 PM Richard Manning, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:34:25 PM Robert Enriques, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:36:53 PM Robert Baxter, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:38:28 PM Joyce Carta, Anthony, Florida 
1:40:47 PM Julie Slattery, Melbourne, Florida 
1:47:19 PM Brian Neslund, Lakeland, Florida 
1:49:31 PM Patrick Biddix, Rockledge, Florida 
1:51:46 PM Janet DelCastillo, Winter Haven, Florida 
1:54:17 PM Calvin Hollard, St. Petersburg, Floirda 
1:55:49 PM Dominic Niro, Daytona Beach, Florida 
1:58:08 PM Rod Connell, Eustis, Florida 
2:00:19 PM Irene Clarke, Altamonte Springs, Florida 
2:03:25 PM Elaine Bolack, Lutz, Florida 
2:05:36 PM Don Goldstein, Riverview, Florida 



2:09:03 PM John Monahan, Lakeland, Florida 
2:09:58 PM Linda Heck, Lakeland, Floirda 
2:11:51 PM Sherry Sandstrom, St. Petersburg, Florida 
2:13:46 PM Bryan Wilson, Winter Springs, Florida 
2:15:33 PM Cyndi Bro, Valrico, Florida 
2:17:39 PM Sharon Hendon, Polk City, Florida 
2:19:03 PM Faye Davis 
2:21:15 PM Vicki Johnson, Tampa, Florida 
2:22:51 PM Linda Becker, Tampa, Florida 
2:24:27 PM Gregory Weisel 
2:29:08 PM Chairman Richter with comments 
2:29:30 PM Senators with closing comments 
2:33:16 PM Senator Richter thanking Sgt. Severance and his staff 
2:33:43 PM Senator Richter thanking staff 
2:33:58 PM Senator Richter with closing comments 
2:34:29 PM Meeting adjourned 
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