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2013 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

 Senator Galvano, Chair 

 Senator Montford, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

TIME: 8:00 —10:00 a.m. 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Galvano, Chair; Senator Montford, Vice Chair; Senators Abruzzo, Bean, Benacquisto, 
Bullard, Detert, Hukill, Legg, Richter, Sachs, Simmons, and Thrasher 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Budget Work Session 
 
 

 
Discussed 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Class Size Reduction Compliance Update 
 
 

 
Discussed 
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Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Education 
 
March 6, 2013 

Linda Champion 
Deputy Commissioner 
Finance and Operations 
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Pursuant to Section 1 of Article IX of the State Constitution, the 
following are the maximum number of students in core-curricula 
courses assigned to a teacher in each of the three grade groups: 

18 students in Prekindergarten through Grade 3 

22 students in Grades 4 through 8 

25 students in Grades 9 through 12  
 

 

The Constitutional Amendment 

Limits Class Sizes 
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Section 1003.03(2), Florida Statutes 
Schedule for Implementation of Compliance with the 

Constitutional Amendment 

Level at which Compliance is Measured 

for All Grade Groups by Year 

 

School Year 
Traditional Public 

Schools Charter Schools 
2003-04 through 

2005-06 
District Level 

2006-07 through 
2009-10 

School Level 

2010-11 & After Classroom Level School Level 
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Trends in Class Size Reduction  
2002-03 to 2012-13 

Traditional Public Schools 
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Charter School Statewide 
Class Size Averages 
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Classrooms Over Cap 
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Percent of Charter Schools  
Over Class Size Cap 
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Out of Compliance Comparison of  
2012-13 to 2011-12 

Initial Calculation: 2011-12 2012-13 Difference % Difference 

Districts 34 31 -3 -8.82% 

Lab Schools 1 3 2 200.00% 

Traditional Classrooms 48,272 31,281 -16,991 -35.20% 

Charter Schools 46 41 -5 -10.87% 

Post Appeals Calculation: 2011-12 2012-13 Difference % Difference 

Districts 21 25 4 19.05 

Lab Schools 1 2 1 100.00% 

Traditional Classrooms 29,035 28,148 -877 -3.05% 

Charter Schools 15 9 -6 -40.00% 



9 

Chapter 2011-055, Laws of Florida 
 
 Class Size Maximums may temporarily be exceeded for a 

student who enrolls in a school after the October student 
membership survey, if it is impractical, educationally 
unsound, or disruptive to not assign student to the class. 
• PK - 3:  18 + 3 = 21 Students 
• 4 - 8:     22 + 5 = 27 Students 
• 9 - 12:   25 + 5 = 30 Students 
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Funding Adjustments to Class Size Operating Categorical 

 Calculate Initial Reduction. 
 Student’s Class Size Operating categorical funding amount 
 50% of the Base Student Allocation ($1,791.49) multiplied by the district 

cost differential 
 

 Commissioner may recommend by February 15, subject 
to approval by the Legislative Budget Commission, an 
alternate reduction amount. 
 Extreme Emergency 
 Unable to meet requirements despite appropriate efforts 
 

 Reallocation to districts in compliance. 
 Up to 5% of the Base Student Allocation multiplied by the district’s total 

number of students 
 Not to exceed 25% of total funds reduced 
 

 Restoration to districts not in compliance that submit a 
compliance plan by February 1. 
 Balance of funds remaining 



Charter School Class Size Reduction 

 Section 1002.33(16)(b)(3), F.S 
    The statutory requirements related to class      

   size reduction apply to charter schools, 
   except that compliance calculations shall be 
   based on school-level averages. 
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2012-13 Process and Timelines for Appeals 

 Districts receive October 2012 school-level class size 
averages and appeals process begins.  

 Deadline for submission of appeals and supporting 
documentation. 

 Review of appeals. 
 2013 compliance plan submission deadline for traditional 

public schools and charter schools not in compliance in 
2012.  

 Commissioner’s recommendation of alternate reduction 
amounts.  

    

November 29  
   

December 14 
  

January 2-9 
February 1 

  
 
February 15   
 
After February 15  Legislative Budget Commission approval of reduction 

calculations. 
 Commissioner calculates reallocations for: Traditional Public 

Schools and Charters in Compliance 
 Commissioner calculates restorations for: Traditional Public 

Schools and Charters not in Compliance, that have 
submitted a compliance plan. 
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History of Class Size Appeals  
Measured at the Classroom Level 

Number of Districts/Classrooms/Charter Schools  
Not in Compliance – Pre-Appeals 

Number of Districts/Classrooms/Charter Schools 
 Not in Compliance – Post-Appeals 

2010-11 

35 Districts 
3 Lab Schools 

44,556 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
44 Charter Schools 

26 Districts 
2 Lab Schools 

29,907 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
6 Charter Schools 

2011-12 

34 Districts 
1 Lab School 

48,272 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
46 Charter Schools 

21 Districts 
1 Lab School 

29,035 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
15 Charter Schools 

2012-13 

31 Districts 
3 Lab Schools 

31,281 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
41 Charter Schools 

25 Districts 
2 Lab Schools 

28,148 Traditional Public School Classrooms 
9 Charter Schools 
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History of Class Size Reduction Calculation 
for Traditional Public Schools 

Pre-Appeals Post-Appeals After Reallocation & 
Restoration 

2010-11 $40,795,637 $31,305,124 $7,826,281 

2011-12 $58,749,605 $43,407,465 $10,851,866 

2012-13 $26,965,789 $22,698,784 $5,674,696 
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History of Class Size Reduction Calculation 
for Charter Schools 

Pre-Appeals Post-Appeals 

 
After Reallocation & 

Restoration 
 

2010-11 $2,292,191 $355,539 $88,885 

2011-12 $3,921,323 $652,851 $163,213 

2012-13 $1,570,397 $431,345 $323,509 
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     K-12 Class Size Reduction 
 Total Operating and Capital Costs to  
        Implement through 2012-13 

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 Third 10 Yr Total 
2003/04 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 468,198,634 4,681,986,340 

2004/05 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 503,992,582 4,535,933,238 

2005/06 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 535,008,480 4,280,067,840 

2006/07 601,329,648 601,329,648 601,329,648 601,329,648 601,329,648 601,329,648 601,329,648 4,209,307,536 

2007/08 532,190,386 532,190,386 532,190,386 532,190,386 532,190,386 532,190,386 3,193,142,316 

2008/09 88,771,303 88,771,303 88,771,303 88,771,303 88,771,303 443,856,515 

2009/10 116,087,816 116,087,816 116,087,816 116,087,816 464,351,264 

2010/11 68,246,534 68,246,534 68,246,534 204,739,602 

2011/12 13,639,496 13,639,496 27,278,992 

2012/13 Third 47,283,378 47,283,378 

Operating Costs 468,198,634 972,191,216 1,507,199,696 2,108,529,344 2,640,719,730 2,729,491,033 2,845,578,849 2,913,825,383 2,927,464,879 2,974,748,257 22,087,947,021 

FCO Costs 600,000,000 100,000,000 83,400,000 1,100,000,000 650,000,000 0 0 0 0 0 2,533,400,000 

TOTAL to 

Implement 1,068,198,634 1,072,191,216 1,590,599,696 3,208,529,344 3,290,719,730 2,729,491,033 2,845,578,849 2,913,825,383 2,927,464,879 2,974,748,257 24,621,347,021 



Contact Information 

Office of Funding and Financial Reporting 

(850) 245-0405 

 

 Mark Eggers, Bureau Chief of School Business Services 

Mark.Eggers@fldoe.org 
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: KN 412 Case:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education Judge:  
 
Started: 3/6/2013 8:02:32 AM 
Ends: 3/6/2013 8:18:43 AM Length: 00:16:12 
 
8:02:43 AM Meeting called to order 
8:02:45 AM Roll call 
8:02:57 AM Chair Galvano speaking 
8:03:31 AM Tim Elwell, Staff Director of Education 
8:07:15 AM Chair Galvano speaking 
8:08:15 AM Sen. Detert speaking 
8:08:29 AM Linda Champion, Deputy Commissioner, Finance and Operations 
8:14:31 AM Sen. Montford speaking 
8:15:35 AM Sen. Richter speaking 
8:17:03 AM Chair Galvano speaking 
8:18:03 AM Meeting Adjourned 
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