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2014 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    AGRICULTURE 

 Senator Montford, Chair 

 Senator Bullard, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, January 8, 2014 

TIME: 9:00 —11:00 a.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Office Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Montford, Chair; Senator Bullard, Vice Chair; Senators Brandes, Galvano, Garcia, Grimsley, 
and Sachs 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Presentation by Robin Safley, Director, Division of Food, Nutrition and Wellness, Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Presentation on Florida Black Bear Management Plan 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 





Florida Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services

Division of Food Nutrition and Wellness

Adam H. Putnam, Commissioner

Robin Safley, Division Director

Senate Agricultural Committee 

January 8, 2014
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Food Distribution

National School Lunch Program USDA Commodities
2013 

• $63,621,739 Total Entitlement Dollars Spent
• $3,794,737 Department of Defense Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 

Total Dollars Spent

The Emergency Food Assistance Program
2013 

• $38,429,228 Total Entitlement Spent
• 10,596,985 Farm Share Recovered Pounds
• 24,719,507 Florida Association of Food Banks Recovered Pounds

Women Infant and Children Farmers Market Nutrition Program
2013

• 210 Farms Participating
• 42 sites
• $258,120 Value of Coupons Redeemed
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National School Lunch Program

School Year 2012

Total lunches served 
278,544,601

Average per day 
1,547,740

Free/Reduced Price 
lunches served 

218,679,193
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School Year 2013

Total lunches served 
274,635,824

Average per day 
1,525,755

Free/Reduced Price 
lunches served 

220,442,516



School Breakfast Program

School Year 2012

Total breakfast served 
119,571,014

Average per day 
664,283

Free/Reduced Price 
breakfast served

101,912,674
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School Year 2013

Total breakfast served 
124,651,297

Average per day 
1,525,755

Free/Reduced Price 
breakfast served 

105,907,864



Summer Food Service Program

School Year 2012

Lunches – 5,644,119

Breakfasts – 2,338,585

Suppers – 23,981

Snacks – 2,084,161
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School Year 2013

Lunches – 6,338,996

Breakfasts – 2,767,208

Suppers – 122,771

Snacks – 2,191,479

Approximately 11.6% Increase or
1,329,608 additional meals served



Summer Food Service Program
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County Bus Wrap

Direct Mail



New Regulations

• Meal Pattern  - Breakfast

• Community Eligibility Provision

• School Meal Administrative 
Review

• Smart Snacks in School
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Farm to School

• Common Menuing
• Connecting Growers, Distributors and 

Program Participants
• Created educational outreach materials
• Analyzing logistics

Pinellas  County 
Tangelos

Nassau County Farm 
to School WrapsProduce Poster
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Farm to School

Awareness

Consumption

Consumption

Participation

9



 Meal Pattern 
 National School Lunch Sponsor Training
 Advance Food Safety 
• Summer Sponsor Training 
• Merchandising
• Food Allergies
• Effectively utilizing USDA Commodities
• HUSSC Certification
• Financial Management
• Communication and Conflict Resolution
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Emerging Initiatives 
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Florida Food Connect
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Living Healthy in Florida
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Nutrislice Menus
Beautiful, easy to use school menus
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BEAUTIFUL
your menus can be
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Popularity of Smartphone Devices

8/1 9/1 10/1

Computer

Mobile

Tablet
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Interactive Lunchroom: Educate
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Interactive Lunchroom: Empower
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Digital scoreboards let you run competitions inside lunchrooms



Measuring Performance

Academic Partnerships
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Measuring Success

• Partnership with professors from Harvard University, Brigham Young 
University, and Cornell University

• Applying for National Institute of Health and other grants to measure 
the impact of our efforts

• Focused on identifying interventions and programs that drive 
sustained health benefits to Florida students and families

Dr. Jason Riis Dr. Joseph Price Dr. David Just



32 School Districts Live
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• 2,102,183 students have 
a Nutrislice menu waiting 
for them each day.



Food Access Mapping
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• Federally-Qualified, Free, and County 
Health Clinics

• Farmers Markets
• Food Banks
• Retail Markets
• Title 1 Eligible Schools
• National School Lunch and Breakfast 

Programs
• Summer Food Service Program
• Child and Adult Care Food Program
• School Pantries

• USDA identified Food Desserts
• ½ mile Urban and 10 mile Rural Measure

• High Diabetes Death Tracts

Additional layers to be added:

Current Data Map Tracts:



Adam H. Putnam, Commissioner

Robin Safley, Division Director

Senate Agricultural Committee

January 8, 2014

Questions?
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Bear Management in Florida

Nick Wiley, Executive Director

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission



Secondary Range

Primary Range

Eglin 

Apalachicola 

Chassahowitzka

Osceola 

Ocala/St. Johns 

Glades/

Highlands 

Big Cypress 

3,000 Bears Statewide

in 2002



History of Bears in Florida

1950’s = Estimated 500 bears

1974 = Listed as State Threatened 

1990 = Federal petition to list via ESA

2004 = Federal listing not warranted

2012 = Removed from State List 



Approach to Bears in Florida

 Conserve bear populations

–Habitat protection

–Population assessment

 Manage human/bear interactions

– Train county law enforcement on bear response

– Reduce conflicts though education and outreach

 Implement Bear Management Plan 



Statewide Bear Calls  1990 - 2012

(n = 35,452)
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Addressing Human-Bear Conflicts

 Provide technical assistance

- respond to over 20,000 people each year

 Partner with local governments and waste companies

- 8 counties now have bear-resistant trashcans available

 Provide bear response trainings for first responders

- 1,286 trained from 53 agencies since 2007

 Respond to specific human/bear conflicts

– Use 15 bear contractors to catch and remove bears







Longwood Bear Attack

 Dec. 2, 2013 woman seriously injured by bear 

while walking her dogs

 First Responders and FWC arrive on scene

 FWC investigates scene and sets traps

 Bear Incident Response                                  

Team activated

Orlando Sentinel



Captures Dec. 3th to 9th

 December 3:  80-lb female cub- temporary captivity

 December 4: 200-lb female adult- euthanized

 December 8: 200-lb male adult- euthanized

 December 9:  250-lb female and 2 cubs - captivity



Outcome

 DNA identified bear responsible in attack

– Adult female with cubs

 Female held in captivity with 2 cubs

 Cubs intended for release in spring 



Milt Fox

Managing 

Bear 

Conflict



Securing Garbage Works!

Bear 

Interactions 

Before

Bear 

Interactions 

After

Reduction

Modified 

Trashcans
71% 32% 39%

Bear-Resistant 

Trashcans
97% 5% 92%



Hurlburt Air Field

 Bear-resistant dumpsters and residential trashcans

 Educational program for all who work/live on base

 Security forces trained in bear response by FWC

70% reduction in conflicts

Orlando Sentinel

Hurlburt

Air Field



Key Next Steps

 Work with waste management industry to 

expand bear resistant trash cans

 Partner with local communities and 

municipalities

 Ensure robust science and information 

base for bear management



Thank You
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