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2013 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    MILITARY AFFAIRS, SPACE, AND DOMESTIC SECURITY 

 Senator Altman, Chair 

 Senator Gibson, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, December 5, 2012 

TIME: 2:00 —4:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Office Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Altman, Chair; Senator Gibson, Vice Chair; Senators Abruzzo, Bullard, Dean, Evers, 
Gardiner, Legg, and Sachs 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Introduction of committee members and staff by the Committee Chair 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Overview of the committee's jurisdiction by the committee staff 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Introduction of Agency Heads (or designee) and brief discussion of top priorities 
 
     Mike Prendergast, Executive Director, Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs 
     Glenn Sutphin, Legislative Affairs Director, Florida Department of Military Affairs 
     Bryan Koon, Director, Florida Division of Emergency Management 
     Mark Perez, Homeland Security Advisor, Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
     Chris Snow, Senior Director of Government Relations, Space Florida 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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Senate Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee Overview 

 

The jurisdiction of the Senate Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee 

includes five general subject areas: 

 

 Military Affairs 

 Veterans Affairs 

 Homeland Security 

 Emergency Preparedness 

 Space 

 

Military Affairs 

 

The Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee has been the committee of 

reference for military matters relating to certain policies within the Department of Military 

Affairs and the Florida National Guard. The Department of Military Affairs is the administrative 

and oversight entity of the Florida National Guard, the state’s military reserve force. The Florida 

National Guard is under the command of the Governor and consists of two components: the 

Army National Guard which consists of approximately 10,000 guard members; and the Air 

National Guard, which has approximately 2,000 members.  

 

The mission of the Department of Military Affairs is to provide highly trained units and 

personnel to: support national security objectives; respond to emergencies and disasters; and 

support programs which add value to the state and nation.  

 

Issues such as educational benefits funded by state government, a direct support organization to 

provide need-based financial assistance to Guard members, and the Guard’s readiness to support 

emergency response to hurricanes are representative of the committee’s oversight interests. 

 

In addition, the committee has looked at measures that support federal military base presence in 

Florida including policies that support active duty military families, Base Realignment and 

Closure (BRAC) activities, and local community encroachment on military facilities that may 

adversely impact a base’s mission. 

 

Veterans’ Affairs 

 

The committee has been the committee of reference for veterans’ issues and policy affecting the 

Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA). FDVA extensively assists Florida’s veterans 

in navigating the federal veterans’ bureaucracy and administers state veterans’ nursing homes.  

 

The federal Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers a substantial network of healthcare 

facilities throughout the state. This system includes everything from local primary care clinics to 

VA hospitals including a state of the art poly-trauma facility for severely wounded veterans of 

Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Examples of recent policy matters referred to the committee include property tax discounts for 

disabled veterans and surviving spouses, college credit for military training, and special courts 

for veterans and servicemembers who suffer from military-related illnesses such as post 

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or traumatic brain injury (TBI).  

 

Homeland Security 

 

The federal government funds virtually all anti-terrorism activities in Florida through a series of 

annual grants. Domestic security activities in Florida are coordinated through an advisory 

council as established in ch. 943, F.S., and known as the Domestic Security Oversight Council.  

 

The council includes cabinet level and agency director level officials and is chaired by the 

Executive Director of the Department of Law Enforcement with the Director of the Division of 

Emergency Management as vice-chair.  

 

The Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security Committee has in the past provided 

oversight of an annual process that develops a prioritized list of domestic security projects and 

activities and approves the nominated list for inclusion in the annual appropriations bill. The 

Division of Emergency Management acts as the administering agent for federal funds that pass 

through to the various approved projects and activities. 

 

Another important component in which the committee has historically overseen is that of seaport 

security. However, in 2011, the relevant statutes (namely s. 311.12, F.S.) underwent substantial 

changes in which the state’s role in the security of seaports was lessened. The security operations 

and standards at Florida’s seaports are now largely overseen and regulated by the United States 

Coast Guard.  

 

Emergency Management 

 

The committee has oversight responsibilities of the Division of Emergency Management 

(Division), the state entity charged with ensuring the state is prepared to respond to, recover 

from, and mitigate both manmade and natural disasters. Key responsibilities of the Division 

include administering individual and public assistance grants following a disaster and providing 

oversight and assistance to municipalities and local governments in the areas of disaster 

preparedness and hazard mitigation.  

 

The Division maintains a primary Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Tallahassee. The 

EOC serves as the communications and command center for reporting emergencies and 

coordinating state response activities. Committee staff has traditionally participated with the 

Intergovernmental Relations Team at the EOC in providing direct liaison for members of the 

Legislature with the EOC during emergencies. The Florida Legislature now has a work station 

on the main floor of the EOC in order to conduct such activities.  
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Space 

 

The committee has been given first committee of reference responsibilities for policy that affects 

Florida’s aerospace industry and Space Florida. Space Florida is a corporation created in s. 

331.302, F.S., to promote aerospace business development, workforce development, and 

innovative education programs. 

 

Space Florida has tailored much of its efforts to respond to the regional and state impact of the 

retirement of the Space Shuttle program in 2011. Space Florida utilizes its unique financing 

capabilities to support the efforts of large government providers, emerging commercial space 

transportation providers, and diversified companies developing new technology and products to 

foster the growth, development, and recovery of the aerospace industry in Florida.  

 

Recent policy matters representative of the committee’s jurisdiction include the designation of 

certain property within the state as a spaceport territory, the provision of liability protections to 

spaceflight entities from the inherent risks of spaceflight activities, and policy relating to tax 

refund programs established in statute for qualified spaceflight businesses.  

 

 

Entity Oversight 

 

Florida Department of Military Affairs 

Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs  

Florida Department of Law Enforcement (as it relates to Homeland Security) 

Florida Division of Emergency Management 

Space Florida 

 



Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) Overview 
History: 

The FDVA was first created in 1944 by an act of the state legislature to assist returning World War Two 

veterans in accessing services and benefits earned by their service under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 

1944 (the G I Bill). This act began the tradition of Florida becoming known as one of the most veteran-friendly 

states in the nation. Today, veteran related activities generate over $13.7 B annually into Florida’s 

economy. Florida’s veteran population is approx. 1.6 million; 3
rd

 largest in the nation. 

 

Statutorily the agency was co-located with the predecessor of the U S Department of Veterans Affairs 

(USDVA) in the VA Regional Office located in St. Petersburg.  

 

FDVA became a state department as a Cabinet Agency by Constitutional Amendment in 1988 (Sec 20.37 FS). 

In prior years the agency had been a division of other departments. FDVA is headed by an Executive Director 

rather than a Secretary. Main HQ located in Largo with Division HQ in St Pete and the Capitol office in TLH. 

 

From 1944 until 1990 the agency functioned almost exclusively as a facilitator of state and federal veteran’s 

benefits.  In 1990, in a joint venture with the USDVA, FDVA opened the first long term care facility, the 

Florida Veterans’ Domiciliary Home located in Lake City, Florida. From 1990 to 2010, FDVA evolved from 

being a benefits and assistance facilitator to include long-term care (LTC).  The department currently operates 

and maintains seven LTC facilities; six 120 bed skilled nursing homes located in Daytona Beach, Land O’ 

Lakes, Pembroke Pines, Port Charlotte, Panama City and St. Augustine and the 149 bed domiciliary (a military 

term for assisted living facility).  

 

As a result of the September 11, 2001 attacks, and the subsequent Global War on Terrorism, the agency has 

once again diversified its services significantly to address the needs of a new generation of veterans 

(educational and employment, etc.) while continuing to facilitate benefits to older veterans (pharmacy, medical 

equipment) and concurrently providing world-class long term care for the most frail and elderly of our warriors.  

 

Current Structure and Function (Fiscal Year 2012-2013): 

FDVA is classified for budget purposes as a HHS agency and for policy purposes as a military agency. 

Staffing: 1088.5 FTE’s with 90% of the employees working in the State Veteran’s Homes Program. 

Budget: $ 83,686,911 ($76,428,988 Trust Fund; 7,257,923 General Revenue) 

Three Budget Entities: 

 The Florida Veterans Homes Program(LTC): 978 FTE’s; $74,736,304) (100% TF)* 

 The Division of Veterans Benefits and Assistance: 85 FTE’s; $5,150,131** 

o Bureau of Veterans Claims: Located in St Petersburg 

o Bureau of Veterans Field Services: Located in 25 state and VA facilities statewide  

o Bureau of State Approving Agency: Ensures educational institution compliance for GI Bill 

 The Division of Executive Direction & Support Services: 25.5 FTE’s; $3,801,476*** 

 In addition to the statute creating the agency (20.37). The other sections of statute specifically relating to 

the FDVA are Chapters 292, 295 and 296. 

 

Notes:   
*The Homes Program currently operates at nearly 99% occupancy and exclusively on funds earned by LTC 

services provided.  No General Revenue is used. Approx. 15% of the B&A division and more than 25% of the 

EDSS division are also funded via the Homes Operations and Maintenance Trust Funds. 

**Based on GR funding for the B&A division, over the past five years FDVA has achieved a $120 to $1 ROI. 

*** Administrative personnel as a percent of total agency positions 2.5% ; one of the lowest in state  

government. 



Florida Department of Military Affairs Overview 

December 5
th

, 2012 

 

The Florida Department of Military Affairs (DMA) provides management oversight and administrative support to 

the Florida National Guard (FLNG).  The DMA reports directly to the Governor, and operates within policy 

guidance and fiscal framework of both federal and state authorities.  

 

Mission:  To provide highly trained units and personnel to: 

 

- Support national security objectives 

- Protect our citizens by responding to emergencies and disasters 

- Support programs and initiatives that add value to our state and nation.   

 

Key Functions:   
 

- Federal Missions:  The FLNG remains engaged in military operations around the world, and have deployed over 

16,500 personnel since September 2011.  Currently, 824 Guard members are deployed.   

 

- Domestic Response:  The FLNG can mobilize 9,000 personnel to respond to a wide range of domestic 

emergencies, to include hurricanes, wildfires, and floods.  Key missions and functions include:   

- Emergency response and management 

- Search and rescue 

- Medical care and evacuation 

- Emergency shelter and road construction and repair 

- Distribution of critical life-support supplies 

- Firefighting - aerial and ground 

- Traffic management 

- Security operations 

 

Budget:  Total cash impact for 2011/2012:  $502 million, which resulted in total economic impact of $1.15 billion.    

 

- Federal funds: $436 million. 

- Federal grants:  $47 million. 

- State funds:  $19 million. 

 

By the Numbers:  

 

- Nearly 12,000 Florida National Guard Members  

- 128 military units in 55 communities; 82,000 acres and 900+ buildings 

- Florida Air National Guard:  1,900+ Airmen in 10 units (81% male; 19% female) 

- Florida Army National Guard:   Nearly 10,000 Soldiers in 5 MACOMS and 118 units (85% male; 15% female) 

- Federal full-time employees (AGR and Technician):  2,000 (1,200 ARNG; 800 ANG) 

- State full-time employees:  350+ 

 

 

Community Support:  The FLNG sponsors numerous programs to educate children, help troubled youth, curb gang 

violence, and decrease illegal drug trafficking and substance abuse.  Programs include:   

- The FLORIDA YOUTH CHALLENGE PROGRAM – reaching at-risk youth 

- ABOUT FACE- providing life and employment skills to kids from age 14 to 18 

- FORWARD MARCH PROGRAM – enhancing job placement for older youth and adults 

- STARBASE – growing interest among local youth to pursue study in math, science and technology 

- The DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION PROGRAM (Civil Operations) to curb illegal drug abuse   

- COUNTERDRUG – removing, with other law enforcement agencies, $1.1 billion of illegal drugs from the 

streets of Florida  



Florida Division of Emergency Management 

2012 Overview 

 

The Division of Emergency Management plans for and responds to both natural and man-made disasters.  These 

range from floods and hurricanes to incidents involving hazardous materials or nuclear power.  The division 

prepares and implements a statewide Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, and routinely conducts 

extensive exercises to test state and county emergency response capabilities.  

 

The division is the state's liaison with federal and local agencies on emergencies of all kinds.  Division staff 

members provide technical assistance to local governments as they prepare emergency plans and procedures.  

They also conduct emergency operations training for state and local governmental agencies.  

 

After a disaster, the division conducts damage assessment surveys and advises the Governor on whether to 

declare an emergency and seek federal relief funds. The division maintains a primary Emergency Operations 

Center (EOC) in Tallahassee.  The EOC serves as the communications and command center for reporting 

emergencies and coordinating state response activities.  The division also operates the State Warning Point, a 

state emergency communications center staffed 24 hours each day.  The center maintains statewide 

communications with county emergency officials.  

 

OUR MISSION - Working together to ensure that Florida is prepared to respond to emergencies, recover from 

them, and mitigate against their impacts.  

 

OUR VISION - Failure is not an option.  OUR MOTTO - Semper Gumby - Always Flexible 

 

DIRECTOR’S STANDING ORDERS 

1. Take care of the needs of survivors. 

2. Take care of the needs of responders. 

3. When in doubt, re-read number one.  

 

BUREAUS / SECTIONS 

Director’s Office  

The office houses the Director, Deputy Director, and Executive Assistant(s). The office provides for the 

management and oversight to all agency functions and includes the Office of External Affairs, and the positions 

of Legal Counsel, State Military Liaison Officer, Information Management, and the State Meteorologist 

 

Finance and Administration 
Finance and Administration is responsible for financial and administrative management of the Division of 

Emergency Management.  Finance and Administration consists of the Administrator's office and three sections.  

The Administrator's office is solely responsible for human resource matters for the Division.  The sections 

within Finance and Administration include the Budget Section, Finance Section, and the Procurement Section.  

 

Preparedness 
Preparedness administers a statewide emergency management all-hazards preparedness program that includes 

Natural Hazards Section, Technological Hazards Section, Training and Exercise Units.  

 

Response 
Response coordinates response and emergency planning at the state level. Response is home to the Operations 

Section, the Logistics Section which is responsible for contract negotiations, vendor management, and resource 

acquisition, deployment, tracking and management, the Infrastructure Section which provides technical 

assistance to county governments with locating, identifying, and retrofitting hurricane shelters, and the 

Domestic Security Section. 

 



Recovery 
Recovery works to provide disaster assistance to individuals and families through state and federal disaster 

assistance programs.  After the President signs the disaster declaration that includes individual assistance 

programs, it is important to inform affected individuals and businesses through press releases and community 

response team efforts that programs are available to assist them in recovery efforts. These programs help to 

rebuild lives and communities that have been impacted by a major disaster, and begin the recovery process.  

 

Mitigation 
Mitigation works to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to human life and property from disasters. Mitigation 

programs help to reduce the impact of future disasters through mitigation. Mitigation refers to activity which 

reduces or eliminates the chance of the occurrence or effects of a disaster. Mitigation administers several federal 

and state programs designed to reduce or eliminate the impact of hazards which exist within a community and 

are a threat to life and property.  Tools and techniques to implement mitigation include land use planning, 

building codes and enforcement, fire regulations, dam inspection ordinances, and public education.  

 

BUDGET / FINANCIAL 

FY 2013/14 Overall Budget    $254,110,599 

 

State Trust Funds     $43,532,373 

Federal Trust Funds    $210,578,226 

Pass Thru Budget    $215,526,675 (85%) 

 

Program Summary 

Non-Disaster Mitigation   $24,722,900 

 

Emergency Operations   $24,949,500 

  

Emergency Recovery    $205,203,600 

 

Hazardous Materials Emergency Response  $2,334,306 



Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
Chapter 943, Florida State Statutes 
 

 943.0311 Chief of Domestic Security; duties of the department with respect to domestic security.— 
o The executive director of the department, or designee serves as the Chief of Domestic Security.  The 

Chief shall:  
 Coordinate the efforts of the department in the ongoing assessment of this state’s 

vulnerability to, and ability to detect, prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
acts of terrorism within or affecting this state. 

 Prepare recommendations for the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, which are based upon ongoing assessments to limit the 
vulnerability of the state to terrorism. 

 Coordinate the collection of proposals to limit the vulnerability of the state to terrorism. 
 

 943.0313 Domestic Security Oversight Council.— 
o The Legislature finds that there exists a need to provide executive direction and leadership with 

respect to terrorism prevention, preparation, protection, response, and recovery efforts by state 
and local agencies in this state.  

o The council shall serve as an advisory council pursuant to s. 20.03(7) to provide guidance to the 
state’s regional domestic security task forces and other domestic security working groups and to 
make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature regarding the expenditure of funds 
and allocation of resources related to counter-terrorism and domestic security efforts. 

 The executive director of the Department of Law Enforcement shall serve as chair of the 
council, and the director of the Division of Emergency Management shall serve as vice chair 
of the council. 

 

 Other Domestic Security related statutes. 
o 943.03101 – Counter-terrorism coordination 
o 943.032 – Financial Crime Analysis Center and Financial Transaction Database 
o 943.0321 – The Florida Domestic Security and Counter-Terrorism Intelligence Center / Database. 

 

 Homeland Security Advisor (HSA) for the state. 
o Appointed by Governor to act as the Domestic Security Liaison with the US Department of 

Homeland Security.   
o Act as central coordinator for all intelligence and investigative efforts within the state. 
o Vet all security clearance granted to state and local officials in the state, through DHS. 
o Coordinate with DEM Director in reviewing all DHS federal grants requests that are awarded to 

state. 
 

 Florida Infrastructure Protection Center (FIPC) 
o FDLE coordinated training and outreach program related to cyber security for public and private 

sector. 
o Maintain the web site – www.secureflorida.org  

 
 Florida Computer Crime Center (FC3) 

o Team of highly trained FDLE Special Agents and Analysts working Cyber / High-Tech Crimes 
throughout the state. 

o Maintain and utilize advanced tech equipment to provide forensic and intelligence analysis. 
 

 943.0415 Cybercrime Office.— 
o There is created within the Department of Law Enforcement the Cybercrime Office. The office may 

investigate violations of state law pertaining to the sexual exploitation of children which are 
facilitated by or connected to the use of any device capable of storing electronic data.   

 



A P R I L  2 0 1 1 :
SPACE FLORIDA 
provides $1.1 million 
to AAR for hangar 
space at Melbourne 
International Airport 
and announces 225 
new jobs within six 
months.

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1 : 
SPACE FLORIDA invests $1 million in Cella Energy 
Limited to establish a new facility at KSC. 

SPACE FLORIDA, the Space Coast Energy Consortium, 
Brevard Workforce and the Technological Research 
and Development Association (TRDA) awarded $2.2 
million in Federal grants to develop a clean energy hub 
in Central Florida. 

NASA finalizes Cooperative Agreement with Florida-
based CASIS to manage the International Space 
Station (ISS) U.S. National Laboratory

SPACE FLORIDA and TRDA partner to present the 
Igniting Innovation Showcase enabling 10 high-tech 
start-ups to present to national financers in Cape 
Canaveral, resulting in several partnerships to grow 
these businesses. 

FLORIDA’S RECENT AEROSPACE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
WWW.SPACEFLORIDA.GOV  
321-730-5301

2012

SPACE FLORIDA is enabling significant growth of the aerospace industry in Florida and continues 	 to work hard to ensure our state remains a global leader in space and aerospace initiatives.

O C TO B E R  2 0 1 1 :
Boeing, SPACE FLORIDA and NASA-
KSC announce the establishment of its 
Commercial Crew Program Office in Florida.

SPACE FLORIDA and the Instituto Nacional 
de Técnica Aeroespacial (INTA) sign a Memo-
randum Of Understanding during a Spanish 
trade mission to further enhance business 
development opportunities between Florida 
and Spain in the aerospace sector.

SPACE FLORIDA and UK-Based A|D|S sign 
Memorandum Of Understanding during 
overseas trade mission.

JA N UA RY  2 0 1 1 :
SPACE FLORIDA 
Receives IDIQ Contract 
from Department 
Of Defense with a 
maximum $48 million 
value to provide 
Florida-based Minotaur 
launches for the federal 
government from 
Launch Complex 46 at 
Cape Canaveral. 

M AY  2 0 1 1 :
Masten Space Systems 
signs contract with 
SPACE FLORIDA to 
conduct demonstration 
launches from Launch 
Complex 36 at Cape 
Canaveral.

JA N UA RY  2 0 1 2 :
SPACE FLORIDA 
announces Sub-Orbital 
Flight Incentive Program 
providing partial 
reimbursement for 
customers to fly research 
payloads from Florida.

Florida’s major aerospace 
players represented at 
Florida Space Day in 
Tallahassee.

SPACE FLORIDA provides 
$62+ million in conduit 
financing to support the 
build-out of the Space 
Shuttle Atlantis exhibit at 
Kennedy Space Center Visi-
tors Complex. Groundbreak-
ing occurs in January 2012.

SPACE FLORIDA 
provides $35 million 
investment for 
Lockheed Martin 
refurbishment of the 
Kennedy Space Center 
(KSC) Operations and 
Checkout Facility, 
creating a modernized 
processing site for the 
Orion Crew Exploration 
Vehicle Program. First 
two vehicles delivered 
July 2012.

2011

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1 :
Eisenhower Center 
For Space And 
Defense Studies 
Hosts First Annual 
U.S Space Forum, 
sponsored by SPACE 
FLORIDA.  

N OV E M B E R  2 0 1 1 :
Florida-based L2 Aero-
space’s Instant Eyes™ mini 
UAV technology receives 
Popular Science “Best Of 
What’s New” honor.

SPACE FLORIDA and 
Lockheed Martin announce 
project to manufacture and 
test Marlin™ autonomous 
underwater vehicles (AUVs) 
at Riviera Beach site.

In the last 12 months alone, Space Florida has 
enabled 15 new or growing aerospace-related 
programs to thrive in our state, resulting in an 
anticipated 1,791 jobs within the next five years. 
This has been accomplished with Space Florida 

providing only 9 percent of the overall investment 
for these companies. Currently, the agency has 
more than 80 working projects in the pipeline, 
representing the potential for an additional  
7,609 jobs within five years. 

SPACE FLORIDA is the State of Florida’s spaceport 
authority and aerospace economic development agency. 
Our mission is to advance the state’s aerospace industry 
and ensure Florida maintains global leadership in the 
aerospace marketplace.

A P R I L  2 0 1 2 :
CoreNet Global, a leading 
association of corporate 
real estate executives, 
presents SPACE 
FLORIDA with its 2012 
Economic Development 
Leadership award for the 
Boeing Commercial Crew 
facility project at KSC. 

CASIS and Nanoracks 
sign agreement to 
conduct commercial 
research on ISS. 

HB 59 is signed into law 
by Gov. Scott that adds 
Cecil Field to the statu-
torily designated Florida 
Spaceport Territory

M AY  2 0 1 2 :
SpaceX successfully launches the 
Falcon 9/Dragon Capsule mission 
from Florida that leads the way for 
next-generation U.S. commercial space 
initiatives – reducing our dependence 
on other countries to ferry cargo to 
and from the ISS.   

Exploration Park – a cutting-edge R&D 
complex on KSC grounds – achieves 
milestone in horizontal infrastructure 
build with the opening of the park’s 
first road, providing more direct access 
to the Space Life Sciences Lab. 

Sierra Nevada Corporation announces 
interest in Florida as a base for its 
commercial human spaceflight 
programs and facilities. 

J U N E  2 0 1 2 :
Craig Technologies signs a NASA Space 
Act Agreement for utilization of KSC 
equipment and facilities tied to the 
Space Shuttle program. SPACE FLORIDA 
and the Economic Development Com-
mission of Florida’s Space Coast to assist 
with marketing these capabilities to 
outside companies.

The Center for the Advancement of Sci-
ence in Space (CASIS), the Florida-based 
manager of ISS utilization, announces its 
first Solicitation For Proposals: Advanc-
ing Protein Crystallization In Microgravity.

CASIS and The American Astronautical 
Society organize the 1st Annual ISS 
Research and Development Conference, 
fostering interest from industry in  
conducting cutting-edge research about 
the National Lab.

J U LY  2 0 1 2 :
Rocket Crafters announces intention to bring 
Corporate Headquarters to the Space Coast 
Regional Airport in Titusville.

SPACE FLORIDA Signs Agreement With ENSCO, 
Inc. to lead a statewide Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(UAS) Initiative.  

SPACE FLORIDA meets with 22+ companies at the 
Farnborough International Air Show to explore new 
opportunities for Florida.

SPACE FLORIDA and the FAA announce findings 
from a Tauri Group 10-year study on the potential 
of the suborbital marketplace.

AU G U ST  2 0 1 2 :
NASA announces 
Commercial 
Crew Integration 
Capability (CCiCap) 
winners as The 
Boeing Company, 
SpaceX and Sierra 
Nevada – all having 
or planning a 
Florida presence 
and working with 
SPACE FLORIDA 
on infrastructure 
and/or program 
support to lead 
next-generation U.S. 
commercial space 
initiatives.

F E B RUA RY  2 0 1 1 :
SPACE FLORIDA and 
Bigelow Aerospace 
sign Memorandum 
Of Understanding to 
market its inflatable, 
orbiting R&D complex.

S P O N SO R E D  R E P O RT S P O N SO R E D  R E P O RT

M A R C H  2 0 1 2 :
Embraer announces 
new Engineering and 
Technology Center 
USA, bringing 200+ 
new engineering jobs 
with average salaries 
of $70,000.



ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF AEROSPACE IN FLORIDA1 - 2011 

 
 

Florida has the aerospace services and marketplace edge like no other region in the world.  This is 
due to its vast aerospace infrastructure and talent pool, aerospace-related target industries, and 
its geospatial position on the planet’s surface.  

 

Total #  of 
Aerospace-

Related 
Companies 
(reported) 

Total # of 
Aerospace 
Industries 
Employees 
(reported) 

Total Aerospace 
Industries Sales/ 

Revenues* 
(reported) 

FLORIDA 
TOTAL 3,891 74,232 $9,163,193,758 

FL COUNTY    
Alachua 65 595 $56,346,800 

Baker - - $0 
Bay 41 1,159 $19,365,995 

Bradford 1 4 $0 
Brevard 150 3,058 $292,065,694 
Broward 484 5,397 $1,262,301,575 
Calhoun - - $0 

Charlotte 27 142 $21,426,124 
Citrus 21 91 $8,744,400 
Clay 19 220 $28,625,197 

Collier 73 537 $79,134,881 
Columbia 8 45 $8,460,512 
DeSoto 5 256 $65,291,500 

Dixie - - $0 
Duval 193 5,160 $440,336,978 

Escambia 62 825 $103,222,843 
Flagler 13 74 $9,199,500 

Franklin - - $0 
Gadsden 3 156 $15,463,900 
Gilchrist - - $0 
Glades 1 3 $150,000 

Gulf 2 3 $193,000 
Hamilton 1 6 $343,500 
Hardee 2 157 $320,300 
Hendry 1 1 $50,000 

Hernando 24 90 $7,068,400 
Highlands 5 45 $3,008,700 

Hillsborough 259 4,528 $1,200,403,911 
Holmes 2 11 $1,069,000 

Indian River 30 224 $24,175,900 
Jackson 5 48 $2,143,900 

Jefferson - - $0 
Lafayette - - $0 

Lake 42 255 $31,863,335 
    

 

Total #  of 
Aerospace-

Related 
Companies 
(reported) 

Total # of 
Aerospace 
Industries 
Employees 
(reported) 

Total Aerospace 
Industries Sales/ 

Revenues* 
(reported) 

FLORIDA 
TOTAL 3,891 74,232 $9,163,193,758 

FL COUNTY    
Lee 138 1,286 $161,018,137 

Leon 61 1,029 $97,715,350 
Levy 7 22 $1,712,500 

Liberty - - $0 
Madison 1 2 $166,700 
Manatee 49 468 $57,512,375 
Marion 53 389 $37,611,300 
Martin 70 570 $85,452,300 

Miami-Dade 551 7,081 $1,053,891,822 
Monroe 12 59 $11,100,500 
Nassau 15 80 $13,800,090 

Okaloosa 39 16,490 $35,604,439 
Okeechobee 7 67 $12,967,022 

Orange 276 7,096 $1,340,189,994 
Osceola 28 995 $55,614,100 

Palm Beach 322 4,447 $969,848,683 
Pasco 63 892 $117,114,918 

Pinellas 204 4,176 $640,205,460 
Polk 73 812 $82,749,149 

Putnam 6 23 $3,966,900 
Saint Johns 34 1,321 $260,552,786 
Saint Lucie 39 526 $78,373,402 
Santa Rosa 14 112 $8,594,324 

Sarasota 97 1,069 $114,591,594 
Seminole 97 936 $108,482,949 
Sumter 13 70 $10,242,172 

Suwannee 1 4 $0 
Taylor 1 4 $106,700 
Union - - $0 

Volusia 68 1,023 $115,062,693 
Wakulla 1 1 $90,000 
Walton 9 84 $7,557,454 

Washington 3 8 $522,100 
    

 

Vision 2020 

Market Horizons 

 
 
 

1: Preliminary 2011 Economic Analysis Results based on Dun and Bradstreet data for 2010 , using NETS data (at 8 digit SIC/NAICS level of detail) and compiled by The Florida 
State University Center for Economic Forecasting and Analysis (FSU CEFA) 
*The total aerospace industries sales and revenues for Florida counties are displayed in $2010. 
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