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 MEMORANDUM 

 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 

To: President Don Gaetz, All Senators 

From: Senator Bill Galvano, Chair of the Senate Reapportionment Committee 

Subject: Schedule and Procedure for Special Session on Congressional Reapportionment 

Date: August 5, 2014 

 
 
This morning I filed Senate Bill 2-A, which merely reenacts the congressional plan adopted by 
the Legislature in 2012. In essence, it is a “shell bill” that allows the bill to be introduced and 
referenced. It is also intended to be the Senate’s legislative vehicle for enacting legislation 
consistent with the Joint Proclamation issued August 4, 2014. 
 
In order to facilitate the process for the upcoming Special Session, and to meet the accelerated 
timeline imposed by Judge Lewis in his August 1 ruling, it will be necessary for the Senate to 
proceed deliberately and expeditiously.  In that spirit, I have asked the staff of the 
Reapportionment Committee, in consultation with our legal counsel and in collaboration with 
their House counterparts, to begin work on a remedial plan that meets the requirements of our 
State Constitution and federal law and addresses the circuit court’s concerns with Districts 5 and 
10, along with any necessary conforming changes to impacted districts.  I have additionally 
directed our staff to refrain from discussing their map drawing efforts with anyone outside of the 
Legislature except our legal counsel and not to share their work product with any outside 
interests in advance of the public release of the remedial plan. 
 
To ensure the Legislature fulfills its obligation set out in the Joint Proclamation, I had suggested 
to  President Gaetz and respectfully request that President Gaetz, the full Senate, and the 
Committee on Reapportionment consider and adopt the following proposed schedule with 
amendment deadlines: 
 

 Thursday, August 7 
o 12:00 noon – Special Session convenes. 
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o 15 minutes after adjournment – Special Order Calendar group meets to place 
Senate Bill 2-A on the Special Order Calendar, if received, for Monday, August 
11 and Tuesday, August 12 (if necessary). 

o 2:30 - 6:00 PM – Simultaneous meeting of the Senate Committee on 
Reapportionment and the House Select Committee in 412 Knott. At this meeting 
we will hear a briefing by legal counsel regarding Judge Lewis’ July 10 and 
August 1 orders and discuss the options available to the Legislature as well as 
hear public testimony.  All Senators are invited, but not required to attend. 

 Friday, August 8 
o 8:15 AM – Amendment deadline for amendments to be filed to Senate Bill 2-A 

for the Senate Reapportionment Committee meeting, including a “Chairman’s 
Amendment” drafted at the direction of the committee. Please give due 
consideration to the time it takes to process and file a redistricting plan as an 
amendment and allow members ample opportunity to review any proposed 
alternative maps.   

o 10:15 AM - 6:00 PM – Senate Committee on Reapportionment meeting in 412 
Knott. 

 Saturday, August 9 
o 5:00 PM – Amendment deadline for filing timely floor amendments to Senate Bill 

2-A on the Special Order Calendar for Monday, August 11. 
 Monday, August 11 

o 10:00 AM – Convening Senate Session no earlier than today to consider Senate 
Bill 2-A on the Special Order Calendar.  

 Tuesday, August 12, through Friday, August 15 
o Senate Session and Conference Committee meetings, if necessary. 

 
If you have any questions, thoughts, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
 


