
 

Newsletter ~ October 6, 2011 

 

             Senator  
        Paula Dockery 

District 15 

Redistricting 
 

After each decennial Census, the Legislature redraws the districts from which voters elect their public officials. 
In general, districts are redrawn to accommodate population changes and ensure that district populations are as 
nearly equal in number as practicable.   
 

- Florida Constitutional Standards - 
 
 

Article III, Section 16 - The legislature…shall apportion the state: 

    - 30 to 40 consecutively numbered senatorial districts of either contiguous, overlapping or identical territory 
    - 80 to 120 consecutively numbered house districts of either contiguous, overlapping or identical territory 
 

Redistricting is the redrawing of district boundaries of congressional and state legislative electoral districts to 
adjust for various growth rates in different parts of the state. Districts determine which voters participate in 
which elections for choosing representatives in the U.S. House, State Senate, and State House. 
 

The Reapportionment Timeline (below) shows key events in Florida’s redistricting process. There will be 
opportunities for citizen participation during public hearings, interim committee meetings, and the 2012 Ses-
sion. 
 

The “Fair District” Amendments to the Florida Constitution, were approved as Amendments 5 and 6 by the 
voters during the 2010 General Election by more than 62% of voters.  
Leadership in the Florida House of Representatives has put aside state taxpayer money to use to challenge 
these amendments despite the will of the voters. You can find more information regarding this issue from the 
Collins Center at: http://www.collinscenter.org/page/1gFLAmAmend5and6_MS 

Dear Friends, 
     Thank you for allowing me the honor of serving you in the Florida Senate.  With some of us getting our first taste of much  
anticipated “fall” weather, this time of year also signals the start of the legislative season in Florida.  Traditionally, committee 
meetings in Tallahassee are just now beginning and continue through the end of February but with the upcoming 2012 Session’s 
focus on redistricting, our legislative committee meetings are condensed to the months of September, October, November and 
December with the start of the official Legislative Session beginning on January 10th, 2012.   
     In this newsletter you will find information regarding Florida’s redistricting process and timeline, upcoming events within  
Senate District 15 and information on the bills I have filed.  As always, I welcome your thoughts, questions and concerns related to 
the content of this newsletter or on any other state matter .  ~Paula 

District 15 Delegation Meetings: 
 

Polk County 
October 10, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 

Polk County Commission Chambers 
330 West Church Street, Bartow, FL  

 
Sumter County  

October 13, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 
Villages Sumter County Service Center -  

Room 1052 
7375 Powell Road, Wildwood, FL 

 
Hernando County 

October 24, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 
Hernando County  

Commission Chambers 
 20 North Main St., Brooksville, FL 

 
Osceola County 

October 26, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 
Osceola County Commission Chambers 

1 Courthouse Plaza, Kissimmee, FL 
 

(Lake County’s Meeting was held  
on September 28, 2011) 

 
Senator Dockery’s Calendar -  
Week of October 7th -14th : 

 

Lakeland Bar Association 
October 7, 2011 

Lakeland Yacht & Country Club-Lakeland, FL 
 

Poinciana Community Meeting 
October 11, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. 

Palmetto Elementary School—Poinciana, FL 
 

National Association of Retired  
Veterans Railway Employees 
October 12, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. 

Silverthron Country Club—Brooksville, FL 
 

Dialogue on Florida's Conservation Lands  
October 13, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 

Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel - Orlando, FL 
 

Grand Opening of LEGOLAND 
October 14, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  

Winter Haven, FL   

http://www.collinscenter.org/page/1gFLAmAmend5and6_MS�


Committee Assignments:   
• Commerce and Tourism, Vice Chair 
• Budget—Subcommittee on Education Pre-

K—12 Appropriations 
• Agriculture 
• Children, Families and Elder Affairs  
• Rules—Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections 
 

Joint Committee: 
• Public Counsel Oversight  

District Office: 
101 West Main Street, Suite 110 
Lakeland, FL  33815 
(863) 413-2900 
 
Tallahassee Office: 
224 Senate Office Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399 
(850) 487-5040 
 

Staff: 
Laura Rodriguez 
Rachel Perrin Rogers 
Anne Bell 
Kimberlee Thompson 
 
Email: Dockery.Paula.web@flsenate.gov  
 
Fax:  (888) 263-3672 
 
Website: http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/s15  

Follow me on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pauladockery#!/pages/Paula-Dockery/87579457010 
 

Follow me on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/paula_dockery 

SB 242/HB 1-School Funding bill 
The bill requires the Legislatures Office of Program Policy Analysis and Govern-
ment Accountability (OPPAGA) to conduct a study to determine the amount of 
funds necessary to fund the state’s public education system.   
 

It requires OPPAGA to determine the average cost per Florida student to 
meet the language as required by the Florida Constitution.   

 
Currently, Florida determines the average cost per student using a top down 

formula.  The amount of money available for the Florida public education 
system is divided by the number students.  If it is done from the bottom up 
the average cost per student would be tied to what it really costs to accom-
plish the goal specified in the Constitution.  Other states have performed 
their studies and have determined the necessary costs.  It is hard to do but 
it needs to be done. 

 

The second major purpose of the bill is the give the 67 local school boards 
some level of confidence in future funding.  The school boards are typi-
cally the largest employer in our counties and they face yearly chaos over 
their budgets.  They are given no time to do any real long range planning 
because of the constant distraction over budget shortfalls.  There is no 
private business that would be successful if they never planned and never 
had any confidence in future funding.  Hopefully the results of this study 
could provide a minimum funding level necessary to meet the Constitu-
tional requirements and therefore give the school boards enough confi-
dence so real planning could take place. 

 
SB 270-Inspector General bill 

This bill was drafted based upon the recommendations of the Grand Jury Report 
on Public Corruption that was submitted to the Florida Attorney General in De-
cember of 2010. It was filed last year as SB 1280. The House sponsor is Repre-
sentative Mike Weinstein.  
In an effort to regain the public trust, and eliminate rampant statewide public 
corruption, the legislation would make the following changes: 

• create a Chief Inspector General who is nominated by the Governor and 
approved by and serves at the pleasure of the Cabinet, and is housed for 
administrative purposes only within the EOG (currently the CIG also 
serves as the IG for EOG. This would separate the two functions); 

• requiring that agency inspector general’s be appointed by the Chief In-
spector General with the consent of the agency head (instead of by the 
agency head alone); 

• revises procedures for removing an agency inspector general so that the 
agency head no longer has sole decision making authority as it relates to 
removal of an IG; 

• requires inspector general’s to be certified by the Association of Inspector 
General’s; 

• allows inspector general’s to bypass their respective agency head in cer-
tain situations and report information directly to the Chief Inspector Gen-
eral who will make a determination on whether the agency head should be 
informed. In the event the agency head is not informed, the Governor and 
the Cabinet will be informed; 

• revises the definition of “independent contractor” under the Whistleblower 
Act to include anyone who receives public funds; 

• permits that an employee who discloses information that results in recov-
ery of funds could receive up to 15% of those funds; and 
directs DMS to adopt uniform criteria for the use of state purchasing cards 
and requires agency inspector general’s to conduct periodic audits of the 
usage of those cards. 

Bills currently in drafting: 
 

Education bill:  
This legislation will save money and create more school choice by allowing 
students who have late birthdays who completed kindergarten in a private 
school  to  enroll in a public school for 1st Grade, without having to repeat kin-
dergarten.  
 

Ethics bill:  

This bill is a recommendation of the Statewide Grand Jury on Public Corruption, 
submitted in the report to the Attorney General in December of 2010. That report 
can be found on the Attorney General’s website: http://myfloridalegal.com/
webfiles.nsf/WF/JFAO-8CLT9A/$file/19thSWGJInterimReport.pdf. 
 

The 2012 Session will be the 5th year the bill has been filed. 
 

2008 - SB 2780 
2009 - SB 632 
2010 - SB 438 
2011- SB 86 

Currently, 44 other states require legislators to abstain from voting when they have 
a financial interest. This is not the case in Florida. 
 

The language in the proposed bill would do four things: 
First, this bill prohibits Members of the Legislature from voting or participating in 
legislation that: 
 

1.  would provide a special, private benefit to the Member; or 
2.  the Member knows would provide a special, private benefit to a relative 

Second, the legislation defines what a “special, private benefit” is. 
Third, this bill prohibits Members of the Legislature from participating in legisla-
tion that the Member knows would provide a special, private benefit to: 

- a business associate; 
- an employer; 
- a board upon which the member sits; or 
- a principal that has retained the member 

Fourth, the member must: 
1.  publicly disclose any and all of these interests before the legislation is con-

sidered: 
 - at a committee meeting, if the legislator is a member of that committee;  
 - on the floor of the Member’s respective House 

 

2.  15 days after a vote occurs, disclose the interests in a memo filed with either 
the Secretary of the Senate if the member is a Senator or the Clerk of the 
House if the member is a Representative. 

 

3. The memo will become part of the Journal of that particular member’s 
house. 

 

Smart Justice Reform Bill: 
This bill was a recommendation in the TaxWatch Government Cost Savings 
Task Force 2011-2012 Report. Additionally, I filed this bill in 2008, as SB 1990, 
and in 2011, as SB 1390. It passed the Senate in 2011 but not the House. 
 

The bill will provide selected inmates who are already working at Florida busi-
nesses during the day with the additional freedom to return to “approved resi-
dences” rather than return to the work release center. To make sure this addi-
tional freedom is not endangering public safety, field staff who specialize in 
monitoring offenders in the community will check on the inmates who are au-
thorized to sleep at approved residences.  These officers will verify their curfews, 
conduct drug tests, verify employment and make sure the inmates meet other 
obligations. Other states have implemented similar reforms (Texas, Georgia are 
currently addressing). The bottom line is that it helps the transition to reduce 
recidivism which is good policy, reduces cost to incarcerate (average $20,000 per 
inmate per year, frees up space and prevents the need to add beds, and helps 
balance the budget which is fiscally prudent. 

Legislation by Senator Dockery 
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