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Greetings from Tallahassee!  

Week t h ree cam e and  w en t  w it h  

p len t y t o  t alk ab out . My o f f ice has received  

your  p hone calls and  e-m ails. I have heard  

t he op in ions o f  m y const it uen t s loud  and  

clear . Each  d ay, I en joy o f  go ing t h rough  all       

m essages and  e-m ails I receive. 

Many o f  you have vo iced  your          

concerns over  t he cur ren t  f inancial sho r t f all 

t he Legislat ure m ust  ad d ress in  t h is year ’s b ud get  p rop osal.      

Wh ile d iscussing im p or t an t  leg islat ion  w h ich  com es across m y d esk, it  is m y 

ob ligat ion  t o  ask t he q uest ion  “How  m uch w ill t h is p rop osed  language cost  t he   

t axp ayers o f  our  st at e” ? I w ill con t inue t o  analyze t he b alance o f  exp ense versus  

necessit y. Som e o f  our  m ost  vit al inst it u t ions,  healt hcare, ed ucat ion  and  p ub lic 

saf et y are t he largest  exp end it ures our  st at e f aces. Please know  w e w ill m ake t he 

b o ld  d ecisions t o  help  ensure, just  like in  any f am ily’s b ud get , exp enses d o  no t  ex-

ceed  incom e.  

Making d ecisions t o  cut  b ud get  allocat ions is no t  an  easy t ask, b ut  it  is a d eci-

sion  I m ake t o  ensure t he next  generat ion  o f  Flo r id ians are inher it ing a b et t er  

St at e. I encourage you t o  con t act  m y o f f ice and  f o llow  t h is very im p or t an t  issue as 

w e con t inue t o  w ork on  t he b ud get  in  t he com ing w eeks. 

                Sincerely, 

January  27, 2012  
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 The Flo r id a Senat e recogn ized  and  

celeb rat ed  Flo r id ians in  our  nat ion ’s Arm ed  

Fo rces d ur ing Milit ary Day t h is w eek. To  

hono r  t heir  sacr if ices and  help  vet erans 

up on  t heir  ret urn  t o  civilian  lif e, t he Senat e 

unan im ously p assed  Senat e Bill 922, an       

om n ib us m ilit ary af f air s b ill sp onso red  b y 

Senat o r  Mike Bennet t , R-Brad en t on .  

 The b ill p rovid es a num b er  o f            

p rovisions t o  b enef it  Flo r id a’s vet erans and  

m ilit ary service m em b ers. Am ong it s        

p rovisions, t he b ill w ill est ab lish  in -st at e t u it ion  rat es f o r  all vet erans, p r io r it y 

course reg ist rat ion  f o r  vet erans and  p re-t r ial in t erven t ion  and  sp ecial cour t s f o r  

vet erans. In  ad d it ion , it  p rovid es sp ecial p ref erence f o r  w ar t im e vet eran  sm all 

b usiness ow ners, sp ecial license p lat es f o r  cer t ain  vet erans as w ell as road           

d esignat ions t o  com m em orat e and  hono r  t he courageous sacr if ices o f  Flo r id a’s 

service m en and  w om en. 

 Includ ed  in  Senat e Bill 922 w as Senat o r  Dean ’s language f rom  Senat e Bill 406. 

Th is legislat ion  recogn izes vet erans w ho  have f ough t  f o r  and  served  our  coun t ry. 

SB 406 is a road  d esignat ion  b ill and  includ es several vet erans f rom  Senat o r  Dean ’s 

Senat e Dist r ict  3, includ ing Un it ed  St at es Arm y Sp ecialist  Four t h  Class Thom as 

Ber ry Co rb in  o f  Old  Tow n and  Cross Cit y, Sam uel Calhoun  Chavous Jr . o f  Cross Cit y, 

Mar ine Lance Corp o ral Br ian  R. Buesing o f  Ced ar  Key, and  Arm y Sergean t  Kar l A. 

Cam p b ell o f  Ch ief land . 

 “On  Milit ary Day, w e p ause t o  recogn ize and  hono r  t he self less sacr if ice    

Flo r id a’s m en  and  w om en , w ho  serve our  coun t ry in  t he Un it ed  St at es Arm ed  

Fo rces” said  Senat o r  Dean .  

 The Flo r id a Senat e also  ad op t ed  a reso lu t ion  t o  hono r  t w o  Flo r id a Med al o f  

Hono r  recip ien t s – St af f  Sergean t  Rob er t  Miller  w as aw ard ed  t he Med al o f  Hono r  

f o r  h is act ions d ur ing Op erat ion  End ur ing Freed om , and  Sergean t  First  Class Paul 

Sm it h  w as aw ard ed  t he Med al o f  Honor  f o r  h is act ions d ur ing Op erat ion  Iraq i  

Freed om . To  learn  m ore ab out  Milit ary Day, visit  w w w .f lsenat e.gov.  
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 Senat e Bill 802, sp onso red  b y Senat o r  Dean , 

w as p laced  on  t he Senat e Jud iciary Com m it t ee 

agend a t o  b e consid ered  and  vo t ed  on  January 31, 

2012. Th is b ill w ould  p rovid e m ore opp o r t un it ies f o r  

t he p ub lic t o  en joy out d oo r  recreat ion  and  p rovid e 

som e liab ilit y p ro t ect ion  t o  land ow ners w ho allow  

p ub lic on t o  t heir  land s. 

Und er  cur ren t  law , liab ilit y p ro t ect ion  is      

p rovid ed  t o  land ow ners w ho  en t er  in t o  a lease w it h  

t he st at e. If  Senat e Bill 802 w ere t o  b e signed  in t o  

law , t he liab ilit y p ro t ect ion  w ould  b e exp and ed  t o  

land ow ners w hen t hey en t er  in t o  a w r it t en  agree-

m en t  w it h  t he st at e and  d oes no t  lim it  t he w r it t en  

agreem en t  t o  a lease. Th is b ill d oes no t  alleviat e 

land ow ners o f  liab ilit y f o r  in t en t ional in jury t o      

p ersons o r  p rop er t y on  t heir  land . 

Last  w eek, Senat e Bill 802 w as p assed         

unan im ously b y t he Senat e Environm en t al Preserva-

t ion  and  Conservat ion  Com m it t ee, t he com m it t ee 

w h ich  Senat o r  Dean  chairs. The com p an ion , House 

Bill 313, has p assed  t w o  o f  it s t h ree ref er red  com m it -

t ees w it hout  receiving an  un f avo rab le vo t e. 
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Who Stopped by 302 Senate Office Building this Week?  

 Senator Charlie Dean had the privilege to meet with many new faces 

this week in his Tallahassee office. Here is a list of just some of the folks who 

stopped in to say hi: 

Levy County School Board Members 

Suwannee County School Board Members 

Florida Psychological Association 

Alzheimer's Association 

Suwannee Valley League of Cities 

Town of Bronson  

City of  Williston 

Christian Family Coalition  

* Please contact my office if your group would like to stop by during Session 
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Senate District 3 Staff 

 

Legislative Aides: 

 

Inverness Office 

Judy Wells 

Janet Oehmig 

 

Tallahassee Office 

Travis Hart 

Nicholas Abrahams 

 

Deputy Legislative Aides: 
Drew Aldikacti 

Steven Schwartz 

 

Legislative Interns: 

Betsy Boyce  

Haley Hickman * 

Kyle Champagne 

Blake Johnston 

Kathryn Ingler 

Stephen Davis 

Madeline Rosenfeldt 

Brock Magruder 

Allison Kraemer 

Ashley Paine 

Intern of the Week * 

302 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee Fl 32399 | 850-487-5017  
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Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the 

Thank you to everyone who responded to last weeks question!  

Dennis Markos  

Lola Allard  

Charles Huelsmann 

Jack Moler 


