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As week five draws to an end, it brings us 

past the halfway point of the 2012 Legislative      

Session. The week kicked off with students from 

FSU visiting the Capitol to observe the legislative 

process. I had the pleasure of having a young lady, 

Ms. Kristen Connors (pictured at right), shadow me 

on Tuesday. I am pleased to know our future is in the 

hands of bright young people like Kristen. 

 Week five was also a week filled with budget   

debates and discussions. I was very excited to see the 

Florida House of Representatives pass their budget,    

especially with provisions which would keep        

Jefferson Correctional Institution from being closed. As for the Senate, budget subcommittees went to 

work with the budget allocations they received this week. Now we will go to work on the full budget  

beginning next week.   

 Thursday saw a lot of action with the passage of several significant bills. Senate Bill 820, a bill 

relating to septic tanks, passed favorably out of the Budget Subcommittee on Health and Human         

Services Appropriations. SB 820 now advances to its final committee stop in the Budget Committee.  

Likewise, Senate Bill 802, a bill pertaining to premises liability, passed out of the Judiciary Committee 

and is now headed to its final stop in the Budget Committee. Also on Thursday, I was very pleased to 

present and help pass Senate Bill 2060, which allows DEP to create clean water standards for the State 

of Florida. SB 2060 was drafted in response to the costly  measure handed down from the Federal      

Environmental Protection Agency in 2009. This bill, renumbered HB 7051, will now go to Governor 

Rick Scott to be signed into law.  Last, but certainly not least, the Senate passed the new redistricting 

maps received from the House this week.  

 Thank you again for your comments and concerns as we continue the 2012 Legislative Session. 

     

    Sincerely, 

February 10, 2012  
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 Th is w eek, t he Senat e Bud get          

Sub com m it t ee on  Transp o r t at ion , Tour ism , 

and  Econom ic Develop m en t  Ap p rop r iat ions 

w rap p ed  up  it s f inal m eet ing w it h  an         

ap p rop r iat ions recom m end at ion  t o  b e sen t  

t o  t he Bud get  Chairm an , Senat o r  Alexand er . 

Af t er  t h ree m eet ings t h is w eek, t he       

com m it t ee gave t heir  sup p o r t  t o  Chair  

Benacq uist o . The f inal p rop osal f o r  t he  

com m it t ee is a $10.4 b illion  b ud get .  

 

 One issue Senat o r  Dean  ad am an t ly f ough t  f o r  w as con t inual f und ing f o r  t he 

reg ional p lann ing council. Regional p lann ing councils help  cit ies and  coun t ies in  

t heir  im m ed iat e area p rom o t e and  in it iat e econom ic op p o r t un it ies. “Those coun -

t ies w h ich  are consid ered  rural areas o f  econom ic concern  need  as m uch  help  as 

p ossib le d ur ing our  cur ren t  econom ic at m osp here,” said  Senat o r  Dean , “and  re-

g ional p lann ing councils are a so lid  st ep  t ow ard s help ing t hem . We m ust  con t inue 

t o  f und  im p or t an t  p rogram s like t h is and  no t  t urn  our  b acks on  t hem .”  

 

 Ano t her  vit al p rogram  Senat o r  Dean  w an t ed  t o  see p rop er ly f und ed  w as 

st at e aid  t o  lib rar ies. Since Senat o r  Dean  w as elect ed  t o  t he Flo r id a Legislat ure, he 

has p ro t est ed  any d ecrease in  f und ing t o  lib rar ies. The Senat o r  exclaim ed , 

“Lib rar ies are no t  on ly crucial t o  t he ed ucat ion  o f  our  ch ild ren , b ut  are also  very 

im p or t an t  t o  t he local com m un it ies. Wit hout  f und s f rom  t h is com m it t ee, m any 

lib rar ies w ould  no t  b e ab le t o  keep  t heir  ligh t s on  and  w ould  close. Th is scenar io  is 

unaccep t ab le.” Fo r  h is sup p o r t  d ur ing t he 2011 Legislat ive Session , t he Flo r ida    

Lib rary Associat ion  recogn ized  Senat o r  Dean  f o r  h is out st and ing sup p o r t .  

  

 The Flo r id a Senat e has no t  yet  released  a f u ll b ud get  p rop osal, b ut  is          

exp ect ed  t o  d o  so  very soon . Senat o r  Dean  is very excit ed  t o  see t he en t ire 

b ud get  and  says he w ill no t  m ove on  h is p osit ion  o f  f und ing p ro ject s im p or t an t  

t o  h is d ist r ict .  
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 The House Com p an ion  t o  Senat o r  Dean ’s Senat e Bill 996, House Bill 1331, 

p assed  it s f inal com m it t ee b ef o re m oving on  t o  t he House f loo r  f o r  a vo t e.       

Rep resen t at ive Wo od , t he sp onso r  t o  House Bill 1331, has yet  t o  receive a vo t e 

against  House Bill 1331. “I am  very p leased  t o  see how  sw if t ly House Bill 1331 m ad e 

it  t h rough  it s com m it t ee st op s and  am  looking f o rw ard  t o  having Senat e Bill 996 

d o  t he sam e,” said  Senat o r  Dean .  

Senat e Bill 996 w ould  m ake it  a t h ird  d egree f elony f o r  a p erson  t o  f i le o r  

cause p ap ers t o  b e f i led , in  regard s t o  real o r  p ersonal p rop er t y, w it h  t he in t en t  

o f  d ef raud ing ano t her  p erson . A t h ird  d egree f elony is sub ject  t o  a f ine o f  up  t o  

$5,000 and  up  t o  f ive years in  p r ison . The next  com m it t ee st op  f o r  Senat e Bill 996 

is t he Cr im inal Just ice Com m it t ee. 
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Property Fraud Continues Path to the Floor in the House of Representatives 

 The Flo r id a Senat e t h is w eek unan im ously p assed  Senat e Bill 2060 relat ing 

t o  num er ic nut r ien t  cr it er ia in  Flo r id a’s w at er  b od ies. SB 2060 sup p o r t s t he 

st at e’s r igh t  t o  d irect  and  est ab lish  it s ow n set  o f  scien t if ic cr it er ia f o r  it s w at er  

b od ies. Sp onso red  b y t he Senat e Environm en t al Preservat ion  and  Conservat ion  

Com m it t ee, chaired  b y Senat o r  Char lie Dean , SB 2060 sup p o r t s p rop osed  st at e 

w at er  q ualit y ru les rep lacing con t roversial f ed eral ru les w h ich  w ould  b e         

d if f icu lt  and  cost ly t o  m eet . 

  

 Wat er  q ualit y st and ard s in  t he Un it ed  St at e’s Environm en t  Pro t ect ion  

Agency’s (EPA) Clean  Wat er  Act  req u ires each  st at e t o  assign  d esignat ed  uses t o  

all w at er  b od ies in  t he st at e. Th is act  also  set s t he cr it er ia t hat  w ill m ain t ain  o r  

b e used  t o  at t ain  t he d esignat ed  use. In  Ap r il o f  2011, t he Flo r id a Dep ar t m en t  

o f  Environm en t al Pro t ect ion  (DEP) f iled  a p et it ion  w it h  t he EPA in it iat ing ru le 

d evelop m en t  f o r  st at e st and ard s and  req uest ing t he EPA rescind  it s                

d et erm inat ion  t o  p rom ulgat e num er ic nut r ien t  cr it er ia in  Flo r id a and  it s    

p rom ulgat ed  cr it er ia. 

 The EPA’s st and ard s w ould  ho ld  Flo r id a’s d rainage canals t o  t he sam e w a-

t er  q ualit y st and ard s as our  lakes and  r ivers,” said  Dean . “It  is an  un reasonab le 

exp ect at ion  and  an  un reasonab le cost  t o  our  st at e.” SB 2060 now  head s t o  Gov-

erno r  Rick Sco t t  f o r  h is signat ure. Fo r  m ore d et ails on  t h is b ill and  o t hers m ov-

ing t h rough  t he legislat ive p rocess, visit  w w w .f lsenat e.gov. 

Senate Bill 2060 Numeric Nutrient Criteria Sent to the Governor  

http://www.flsenate.gov/
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Across: 

1) Also known as the "floor," it is the room in which the Senate or the House of               

Representatives meets.  

3) To vote to accept 

4) A bill passed by the Legislature 
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Down:  

2) A bill that shows how much money will be spent on government programs and services  

Last Week’s Super Bowl 

Prediction Winner: 

Dale Beerbower 

Giants 27 

New England 24 
Please follow me on Twitter for daily updates: 

http://twitter.com/charliedeansd3 


