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Greetings from Tallahassee!  

  Week seven  o f  t he 2012 Legislat ive Session  

com es t o  an  end  w h ile set t ing t he st age f o r  

b ud get  nego t iat ions b eginn ing next  w eek w it h  

t he House o f  Rep resen t at ives. Th is is a resu lt  o f  t he 

Flo r id a Senat e com p let ing a lo t  o f  hard  w ork 

Thursd ay even ing as w e p assed  our  version  o f  t he 

st at e b ud get . 

            Every year , leg islat o rs are req u ired , b y law , 

t o  p rod uce a b alanced  b ud get . To t aling $70.7     

b illion , t he 2012-2013 f iscal year  b ud get  accom p lishes t h is f eat . As t he recession  

con t inues, it  is p aram oun t  t o  d o  w hat  is r igh t  and  no t  b urd en  Flo r id a t axp ayers 

w ho are st rugg ling t o  st ay in  t heir  hom es and  p ay t heir  b ills. Th is b ud get , alt hough  

no t  p er f ect , d oes no t  raise t axes o r  f ees w h ile st i ll p rovid ing t he b asic services 

w h ich  keep s t he st at e runn ing. As con f erence com m it t ees b egin  next  w eek w it h  

t he House, I look f o rw ard  t o  w o rking w it h  m y co lleagues, on  b o t h  sid es o f  t he aisle, 

t o  creat e a resp onsib le, af f o rd ab le, b alanced  b ud get . 

            Ot her  act ion  t h is w eek includ ed  t he p assage o f  Senat e Bill 996 on  Wednes-

d ay,  relat ing t o  Prop er t y Fraud . SB 996 p roh ib it s a p erson  f rom  f iling f raud ulen t  

claim s on  real o r  p ersonal p rop er t y w h ich  w ould  resu lt  in  a t h ird  d egree f elony. 

Also    p assing t h is w eek w as SB 806, relat ing t o  En t erp r ise Zones. Th is b ill aut ho r izes 

Cit rus Coun t y t o  ap p ly t o  t he Dep ar t m en t  o f  Econom ic Op p or t un it y f o r  d esignat ion  

o f  an  en t erp r ise zone. It  is now  head ed  t o  t he Bud get  Com m it t ee. 

            Once again , t hank you f o r  t aking t im e t o  read  t h is w eekly up d at e. Should  

you have any q uest ions o r  w ould  like t o  exp ress your  t hough t s, p lease d o  no t     

hesit at e t o  con t act  m e. 

    Sincerely,  

February  24th, 2012  
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 Senat o r  Gary Sip lin  (D-Or land o ) has sp onso red      

Senat e Bill 592, w h ich  p rovid es a sales t ax exem p t ion  f o r  

elect r icit y used  b y f resh  f ru it  and  veget ab le               

p ackinghouses. Th is b ill sp ecif ies t he t ax exem p t ion  d oes 

no t  ap p ly t o  elect r icit y used  in  b u ild ings o r  st ruct ures 

w here agr icu lt ural  p rod uct s are so ld  at  ret ail. 

 A p ackinghouse is a f acilit y w here f resh  f ru it s and   

veget ab les are cleaned , so r t ed , sized , and  p ackaged  p r io r  

t o  d ist r ib ut ion  t o  m arket s and  st o res. Cur ren t  law          

exem p t s elect r icit y used  d irect ly o r  ind irect ly f o r         

p rod uct ion  o r  p rocessing o f  agr icu lt ural p rod uct s on  a 

f arm  f rom  t he sales and  use t ax. 

 Senat o r  Sip lin  st at ed , “The Senat e Agr icu lt ural      

Com m it t ee heard  t est im ony ear lier  t h is year  f rom  cit rus 

p ackers w ho  st at ed  how  t h is exem p t ion  w ould  increase t heir  p rod uct ivit y and  

ab ilit y t o  h ire m ore em p loyees.” Th is b ill w ill b e heard  next  in  t he Senat e Budget  

Com m it t ee b ef o re b eing heard  on  t he Senat e Floo r . 
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On Wed nesd ay, t he Senat e Cr im inal Just ice     

Com m it t ee unan im ously gave it s ap p roval t o  Senat o r     

Char lie Dean ’s Senat e Bill 996. SB 996 m akes it  a t h ir d  

d egree f elony t o  in t en t ionally creat e a f raud ulen t       

in t erest  in  real o r  p ersonal p rop er t y. A p erson  com m it s 

t he o f f ense if  t hey d ef raud  ano t her  p erson , f iles o r  

causes t o  b e f i led  any d ocum ent  against  p rop er t y   

con t ain ing a in t en t ional m at er ial m isst at em ent ,       

m isrep resen t at ion , o r  om ission  o f  f act .  

Senat e Bill 996’s last  com m it t ee st op  is t he Senat e Bud get  Com m it t ee. 

It s com p an ion , House Bill 1331, w as p assed  unan im ously b y t he Flo r id a House 

o f  Rep resen t at ives on  Thursd ay. Many leg islat o rs have show n t heir                

en t husiasm  f o r  t h is good  b ill, in clud ing Senat o r  Mike Bennet t , t he Senat e 

Presid en t  Pro  Tem p ore, t o  exclaim , “Ab so lut ely!” w hen  vo t ing on  t he b ill in  

t he Cr im inal Just ice Com m it t ee. 

  

Tax Exemption to Help Florida Farms 

    SB 996 Protecting Your Property  
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The Senat e Bud get  Sub com m it t ee on  Finance and  

Tax vo t ed  Senat e Bill 806 f avo rab ly b y a 4-0 vo t e on  

Thursd ay. SB 806, sp onso red  b y Senat o r  Dean , w ould    

allow  Cit rus Coun t y t o  ap p ly t o  t he Dep ar t m en t  o f         

Econom ic Op p or t un it y f o r  an  en t erp r ise zone w it h  an  

ap p licat ion  d ead line o f  Decem b er  31, 2012. If  p assed , 

t h is b ill w ould  p lace Cit rus Coun t y on  t he sam e p laying 

f ield  w it h  coun t ies in  it s area includ ing Hernand o , Levy, 

Mar ion  and  Sum t er . 

An  en t erp r ise zone is d esigned  t o  encourage    

econom ic d evelopm en t  and  rest o rat ion  in  b ligh t ed  o r  

econom ically d ep ressed  com m un it ies b y a com b inat ion  o f  st at e and  local business 

incen t ives t o  encourage t hese zones. Many local councils includ ing t he Cit rus 

Coun t y Econom ic Develop m en t  Council, t he Cit rus Coun t y Cham b er  o f  Com m erce, 

and  t he Cit rus Coun t y Tour ism  Develop m en t  Council have all t h row n  t heir  sup p o r t  

b eh ind  Senat e Bill 806. 

One Step Closer For Citrus County 

Who Stopped by this week to Senate Office Building 302  

 

Chiefland Middle School  

Secretary Walters of Department of Juvenile Justice 

Children's Homeless Society of Florida 

Florida Gateway College Student Government Association 

AMI Kids of Suwannee County 

Florida Police Chiefs Association   

Florida Professional Firefighters 

Florida Education Association Members of Marion and 

     Citrus County 

 

 

http://www.myflorida.com/images/agencies/djj_logo_large.jpg
http://moodle.amikids.org/file.php/1/AMIkids_Tampa_Logo_Tag_RGB_-_LOGO_TAG.jpg
http://www.takestockinchildren.org/images/structure/florida-gateway-college.jpg
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Senate District 3 Staff 

 

Legislative Aides: 

 

Inverness Office 

Judy Wells 

Janet Oehmig 

 

Tallahassee Office 

Travis Hart 

Nicholas Abrahams 

 

Deputy Legislative Aides: 
Drew Aldikacti 

Steven Schwartz 

 

Legislative Interns: 

Betsy Boyce  

Haley Hickman  

Kyle Champagne 

Blake Johnston 

Kathryn Ingler 

Stephen Davis 

Madeline Rosenfeldt 

Brock Magruder 

Allison Kraemer 

Ashley Paine* 

Intern of the Week * 

302 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee Fl 32399 | 850-487-5017  

Senator Dean with FEA Members from                                      AFSCME Florida Council 79 

           Citrus and Marion County 

           Florida Professional Firefighters                                   Chiefland Middle School  

Find ME on Facebook and Twitter : 

 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Charles-S-

Dean/293492737381172?ref=tn_tnmn 

 

 https://twitter.com/#!/CharlieDeanSD3 

THIS WEEK IN PHOTOS 


