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    Please join me this weekend in remembering the sacrifices of all our military  
veterans.  Let's pause and thank the veterans and their families for serving our coun-

try and for the thousands who gave their lives.  

     I came across an article recently regarding our national symbols and our  obser-
vances.  The article talked about the meaning of the symbols on our currency (the 
one dollar bill).  It cited on the back of the dollar bill the bald eagle within the seal, 
holds both an olive branch and an arrow in its talons denoting the power of peace 

and war.  

    We are not a nation that seeks out enemies. We always try the peaceful  tactic 
(the olive branch); however, we are not afraid to take action when it is needed (the 
arrow). We should always support those who are willing to make the ultimate sacri-
fice to uphold our freedoms and our way of life.  It is also important that we teach 

our children to respect these brave men and women. 

     Last week a group of our American heroes, WWII Veterans, were honored with a 
trip to Washington, DC to visit the World War II Memorial. They were flown up and 
back the same day. One of the most touching things to me was the homecoming 
these soldiers received when they returned...a crowd met them at the airport and 
cheered their homecoming, even though it was after 9:00 pm when they arrived. 
These veterans and their families made many sacrifices in order to win that epic 

war. They all deserve our respect and thanks.  

     Through the years many veterans have answered the call and we owe it to them 
to honor them in our daily lives, and ensure they know we appreciate all their sacri-
fices. We have many young men and women returning today from Iraq and Afghani-

stan who should receive the same cheers as their WWII counterparts. 

     Let us never take for granted the privilege of being an American. Let us make 
sure the next generations also remember and honor those who left their families 
behind to serve so we remain a free country. Thank you for allowing me to share my 

thoughts on this upcoming Memorial Day. 

 

Captain Jim "Malibu" Reynolds, Jr.   

Memorial Highway Designation Ceremony  

    Last week it was my privilege to attend a ceremony honoring one of our fallen 
heroes, Captain Jim "Malibu" Reynolds.  The portion of SR 44 that spans from US 441 
to Orange Avenue in Eustis was named in his honor.  As a young person, Jim took 
flying lessons at the Eustis airport and this highway travels past that airport.  Cap-
tain Reynolds was a native of Eustis, a decorated fighter pilot, and a dental patient 

of mine when he was a youngster.      

     He was a graduate of the US Air Force Academy and had achieved many accolades 
in his brief career as an F-16 pilot.  He led his life in a manner that made us all 
proud to have known him.  Unfortunately, Jim was killed in a training accident in 

Nevada. 

     His parents Marilyn and James, Sr. do not live far from where the sign is located 
and it is my hope that they smile each time the sign triggers a memory of this fine 
young man. It is also my hope that every young person who sees the sign, aspires to 

follow the fine example Malibu Reynolds set for us all.             

                                                                                                                        Alan 
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