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SB 102 — Drivers Leaving the Scene of a Crash 
by Appropriations Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senators Diaz de la Portilla, 

Garcia, and Evers 

The bill creates the “Aaron Cohen Life Protection Act.” The bill addresses a perceived or 

potential incentive in current law to leave the scene of a crash by: 

 Punishing leaving the scene of a crash resulting in serious bodily injury to a person as a 

second degree felony, rather than a third degree felony;  

 Imposing a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of four years for a driver 

convicted of leaving the scene of a crash resulting in the death of a person; 

 Increasing the mandatory minimum term of imprisonment from two to four years for a 

driver convicted of leaving the scene of a crash resulting in the death of a person while 

driving under the influence (DUI); 

 Imposing a minimum driver license revocation period of at least three years, and driver 

education requirements for leaving the scene of a crash; 

 Ranking offenses for leaving the scene of a crash one level higher than specified in the 

Criminal Punishment Code if the victim of the offense was a “vulnerable road user”; 

 Authorizing a defendant to move the court to depart from the mandatory minimum term 

of imprisonment for leaving the scene of a crash resulting in death, unless the violation 

was committed while the defendant was DUI; authorizing the state to object to the 

defendant’s motion; and authorizing a court to grant the motion upon a finding that 

imposition of the mandatory minimum term would constitute or result in an injustice. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 39-0; House 118-0 
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CS/CS/SB 132 — Specialty License Plates 
by Transportation Committee; Rules Committee; and Senators Latvala, Grimsley, and Evers 

The bill creates the Fallen Law Enforcement Officers, Florida Sheriffs Association, Moffitt 

Cancer Center, and Keiser University specialty license plates, establishes a $25 annual use fee 

for each, and provides for the distribution of revenue from the annual use fees. The bill 

authorizes the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to develop the 

specialty license plates, if approved, and subjects the new plates to the presale requirements of 

ch. 320, F.S.  

 

The bill extends the presale period for both the St. Johns River specialty license plate and the 

Hispanic Achievers specialty license plate by shifting both into a presale voucher phase 

beginning July 1, 2014, to provide a 24 month period for the organizations to meet the minimum 

presale requirement of 1,000 presale vouchers by June 30, 2016.  

 

The bill revises the distribution of annual use fees collected from the sale of the Challenger/ 

Columbia specialty license plate to include the Space Mirror Memorial located at Kennedy 

Space Center. 

 

Additionally, the bill enhances directives of accountability of organizations to the department, 

for all specialty license plates. The bill further: 

 Requires annual use fee funds to be used only in Florida, unless those fees are derived 

from the sale of United States Armed Forces and veterans-related plates; 

 Provides the guidelines for compliance determinations; 

 Extends the department 90 day audit or attestation period, to 120 days to determine 

compliance; 

 Provides guidelines for corrective actions, including hiring an actuarial or CPA, for 

organizations necessitating assistance in becoming revenue compliant; and 

 Extends the moratorium on the issuance of new specialty license plates from July 1, 2014 

to July 1, 2016. 

If approved by the Governor, except as otherwise provided, these provisions take effect October 

1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 36-1; House 114-0 
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CS/SB 156 — Motor Vehicle License Taxes, Fees and Surcharges 
by Appropriations Committee; and Senators Negron, Benacquisto, Clemens, Evers, Brandes, 

Hukill, Abruzzo, Bradley, Bean, Sobel, and Soto 

The bill reduces most annual motor vehicle, mobile homes and vessel registration fees, and taxes 

to the level that existed in 2009. 

 

The bill reduces recurring revenues to the General Revenue Fund by $309 million in Fiscal Year 

2014-2015. The annual recurring negative impact to the General Revenue Fund is $395 million. 

This includes a transfer of $31 million to the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund to replace 

the reduction in revenues to the trust fund resulting from the fee reductions. 

 

The annual savings to motor vehicle owners ranges from $13.55 for an antique motorcycle to 

$25.05 for automobiles and trucks in the higher weight categories. This last group contains the 

highest number of registered vehicles. The fee reductions associated with the annual vehicle 

registration are listed below: 

 The Florida Real Time Vehicle Information System service fee is reduced by 75 cents; 

 The general revenue registration service fee is reduced by $2.50; 

 The registration receipt/decal fee is reduced by $2.00. 

 The materials processing/retroflective fee is reduced by $1.00;  

 Two license tax surcharges are reduced by $2.80 and $4.50; and 

 The annual license tax, or “base tax” on motorcycles, mopeds, automobiles, tri-vehicles, 

and light trucks is decreased by various amounts depending on the type of vehicle and the 

net weight of the vehicle. 

 

The bill requires revenues collected from biennial registrations be distributed in accordance with 

the provisions of law in effect at the time they were collected, and specifies the changes made by 

this act do not create a right to a refund for a biennial registration collected prior to September 1, 

2014. 

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect September 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 116-0 
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CS/CS/CS/SB 218 — Transportation, Utilities, and Outdoor Advertising  
by Transportation Committee; Appropriations Committee; and Senator Grimsley 

Authority of FDOT 

The bill authorizes, but does not require the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT or 

department) to provide for the monetization of the revenue stream from leases for wireless 

communication facilities on property owned, or controlled by the FDOT, and to seek investors to 

purchase the monetized streams. 

 

The bill authorizes the department to use appropriated funds to support the development of a 

statewide system of interconnected multiuse trails. Operation and maintenance of such trails is 

not an obligation of the FDOT. 

 

The FDOT is also authorized, but not required, to improve and maintain a city or county road 

that is part of the city or county road system, and which provides access to a state park. 

 

Utility Relocation 

The bill also provides an exception for certain publicly-owned utilities in rural areas of critical 

economic concern (RACEC), from the requirement to pay the cost to remove or relocate utility 

lines on the State Highway System in certain circumstances, and allows municipalities within a 

RACEC or a RACEC community, to compete for project funding using the Small County 

Outreach Program criteria. 

 

The bill revises the responsibility of utility providers to remove water, sewage, gas, power, 

telephone, other utility, and television lines at no cost to a county, if the county widens, repairs, 

or reconstructs a road. The bill requires the county to find such lines to be “unreasonably 

interfering” in order to invoke the no-cost removal. The county, or other authority, may be 

responsible for utility relocation costs, even if the utility provider certifies the utility does not 

have evidence of a compensable property right where the utility is located. Also, with the 

exception of SunRail, utility relocation costs for commuter or high-speed rail projects drawing 

down federal funds, shall be paid using federal funds in the proportion to which they were 

drawn.    

 

Outdoor Advertising 

In addition, the bill revises provisions relating to outdoor advertising permit exemptions as 

follows: 

 Repeals unnecessary rulemaking authority relating to lighting restrictions for certain 

outdoor advertising signs. 

 Exempts certain signs placed by tourist-oriented businesses, farm signs placed during 

harvest seasons, “acknowledgement signs” on public school premises, and displays on 

specific sports facilities from permitting requirements. 
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 Provides certain exemptions from sign permitting may not be implemented if such 

exemptions will adversely impact the allocation of federal funds to the FDOT. 

 Directs the FDOT to notify a sign owner that a sign must be removed if federal funds are 

adversely impacted, and authorizes the FDOT to remove the sign and assess costs to the 

sign owner if the sign is not removed. 

 Expands the tourist-oriented directional sign program to all rural and conventional roads 

and clarifies provisions relating to the program. 

 

Other Transportation Issues 

The bill authorizes the Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway Authority to provide managed lanes 

and other transit support facilities and to expand its service area into adjacent counties with the 

consent of those counties. 

 

The bill provides a process for disposing of personal property found on a public transportation 

system. 

 

Lastly, the bill authorizes the display of an amber light on a commercial vehicle or trailer 

designed for transporting unprocessed logs or pulpwood. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 36-0; House 117-0 
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CS/HB 225 — Child Safety Devices in Motor Vehicles 
by Transportation & Highway Safety Subcommittee and Rep. Perry (CS/CS/SB 518 by 

Appropriations Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senator Flores) 

The bill revises current law to allow the use of a child booster seat as an approved child restraint 

device for use when transporting children from four through five years of age in a motor vehicle, 

and removes a provision allowing a seat belt to be used in lieu of a specialized device. An 

exception is made to allow the use of a seat belt for children between four and five years of age 

when the motor vehicle operator is not a member of the child’s immediate family and the child is 

being transported gratuitously, in the case of an emergency, or when a medical condition 

necessitates an exception as evidenced by appropriate documentation from a health professional. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect January 1, 2015. 

Vote:  Senate 36-3; House 114-0 
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CS/CS/SB 226 — Public Records/Automated License Plate Recognition 
Systems Exemption 
by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee; Transportation Committee; and 

Senator Brandes 

The bill creates a public records exemption for all images obtained from an automatic license 

plate recognition system (ALPRS), as well as any personal identifying information in any data 

generated from images obtained from such a system. This information will be confidential and 

exempt from public disclosure. The bill provides an agency may release this information to a 

criminal justice agency in the performance of its official duties. This bill also provides a person 

to whom a license plate is registered may also have access to his or her own information, as long 

as the information is not subject to an active public criminal investigation. This bill also provides 

for retroactive application.  

 

The bill contains a public necessity statement as required by the Florida Constitution which 

provides the release of personal identifying information collected by ALPRS, could enable third 

parties to track a person’s movements, and the disclosure of such information would be an 

invasion of personal privacy. Moreover, such sensitive and personal information could be 

defamatory, or jeopardize an individual’s safety and therefore, the harm from public disclosure 

outweighs any public benefit. 

 

The bill is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and will stand repealed on 

October 2, 2019, unless reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature.  

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 38-1; House 116-0 
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CS/CS/SB 230 — Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority 
by Appropriations Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senator Simmons 

The bill re-names the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority (OOCEA) as the Central 

Florida Expressway Authority (CFX) and expands the area served by the CFX to include the 

counties of Seminole, Lake, and Osceola Counties in addition to Orange County. The bill 

provides for the immediate transfer of governance and control, legal rights and powers, 

responsibilities, terms and obligations of the OOCEA System to the CFX and, in addition: 

 Provides Legislative intent that the CFX be the successor party to the OOCEA under 

certain land acquisition contracts. 

 Provides for the composition of the nine-member governing body of the CFX as follows: 

o The chairs of the county commissions of Seminole, Lake, and Osceola Counties each 

appoint one member, who may be a commission member or chair. 

o The Mayor of Orange County appoints a member from the Orange County 

Commission. 

o The Governor appoints three members, each of whom must be a citizen of either 

Orange County, Seminole County, Lake County, or Osceola County. 

o The Mayor of Orange County and the Mayor of the City of Orlando serve as the 

eighth and ninth members. 

o The FDOT’s executive director of the Turnpike Enterprise serves as a nonvoting 

advisor. 

 Provides for the appointment of the CFX officers and the expiration of terms of the 

standing OOCEA board members, and revises quorum and voting requirements applicable 

to the CFX. 

 Provides ethics and financial disclosure requirements for members and the executive 

director of the CFX, as well as ethics requirements for the CFX employees and 

consultants. 

 Extends the term of authorized lease-purchase agreements from 40 to 99 years and 

prohibits the CFX from entering into other lease-purchase agreements with the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FDOT) or amending an existing agreement in a manner 

that expands the FDOT’s obligations unless the FDOT determines it necessary to permit 

the refunding of bonds issued before July 1, 2013. 

 Prohibits use of toll revenues attributable to an increase in toll rates after the effective date 

of the act for use of a portion of the system to construct or expand a different portion of 

the system unless a two-thirds majority of the members approve such use. 

 Removes the existing OOCEA requirement that the route of a project be approved by a 

municipality before the right-of-way can be acquired. 

 Requires that the CFX encourage the inclusion of local-, small-, minority-, and women-

owned businesses in its procurement and contracting opportunities. 

 Removes the existing OOCEA authority to waive payment and performance bonds for 

certain public works projects awarded pursuant to an economic development program. 

 Provides that upon termination of the lease-purchase agreement title in fee simple absolute 

to the former OOCEA system will be transferred to the state. 
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 Provides for the transfer of the Osceola County Expressway System to the CFX and 

provides for the repeal of part V of ch. 348, F.S., on the same date the Osceola County 

Expressway System is transferred to the CFX. 

 

With respect to the Osceola County Expressway Authority (OCX), the bill: 

 Upon the act becoming law, limits the OCX’s exercise of its powers to studying, planning, 

designing, financing, constructing, operating, and maintaining projects identified in the 

May 8, 2012, Master Plan, and an additional extension of the Osceola Parkway Extension 

two miles to the east of its intersection with the Northeast Connector Expressway. 

 Transfers governance and control of the OCX system to the CFX on 12/31/2018. 

 Upon the transfer, provides the OCX system facilities are each “non-system projects” of 

the CFX, meaning revenues of the CFX system may not be pledged to such projects. 

 Provides for extension of the transfer until the date on which the current and forecasted 

total debt service coverage ratio is equal to or greater than 1.5 for each year during which 

obligations are scheduled to be outstanding. 

 Provides that if the transfer is extended, after 12/31/2018, the OCX may only exercise its 

powers through a contract with another governmental entity and only for the purpose of 

operating and maintaining those projects that were completed before that date, and 

completing construction of those projects for which financing was obtained and 

construction began before 12/31/2018. 

 Provides that after the transfer of the OCX system to the CFX, the CFX shall include the 

uncompleted elements of the OCX Master Plan, and the additional extension of the 

Osceola Parkway Extension in the equivalent CFX master or long-range plan, each as a 

non-system project (so that only revenues from the non-system project may be pledged, 

and not the revenues of the CFX system). 

 Requires the FDOT to include elements of the OCX Master Plan and the additional 

extension of the Osceola Parkway Extension in its work program as tolled facilities. 

 Expands the CFX’s obligation to reimburse governmental entities to include 

reimbursement of Polk County, in addition to Osceola County. 

 Authorizes, but does not require, the CFX to make any payment from other revenues of 

the CFX available after payment of the specified (and unchanged) obligations. 

 Provides that revenues generated by the OCX system Master Plan facilities after payment 

of all O&M and administrative expenses, payment of debt service, and payment of all 

amounts required by any trust agreement or indenture may be used: 

o On a pro rate basis to repay Osceola County or any other loans and to repay the CFX 

for amounts contributed to such projects, and 

o To advance any other uncompleted elements of the OCX Master Plan and the 

additional extension of the Osceola Parkway Extension. 

 Provides that if the CFX votes to financially support any element of the OCX Master Plan 

or the addition extension of the Parkway Extension, the CFX is authorized to enter into 

new or amended lease-purchase agreements with Osceola County for the leasing, 

construction, operation, and maintenance of any facility described in the OCX Master Plan 

and the additional Parkway Extension. 
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 Directs the FDOT to cooperate with the OCX, the CFX, and Osceola County to identify 

solutions to potential barriers to implementation of the projects in the Master Plan and the 

additional extension of the Parkway Extension, including funding sources and revenues 

that may be available. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 36-0; House 115-0 
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SB 392 — State Speed Zones 
by Senators Brandes and Clemens 

The bill revises statutes that control minimum and maximum speed limits on certain roadways in 

the state. The bill authorizes, but does not require, the Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT) to increase the speed limit on certain highways. The FDOT is authorized to increase 

speed limits on the identified roadways, subject to new maximum limits, and to set minimum 

speed limits on those roadways. 

 

More specifically, the bill eliminates statutorily specified minimum speed limits on all highways 

that are a part of the National System of Interstate and Defense Highways with at least four lanes 

and authorizes the FDOT to determine the safe and advisable minimum speed limit on all such 

highways. Discretion to set minimum speed limits on all highways that are a part of the National 

System of Interstate and Defense Highways with at least four lanes is granted to the FDOT. 

 

The bill authorizes a five-mile-per-hour increase in existing statutory maximum speed limits on 

state highways in Florida as follows: 

 75 mph on limited access highways; 

 70 mph on any other highways outside an urban area of 5,000 or more persons with at 

least four lanes divided by a median strip; and 

 65 mph on other roadways under the FDOT jurisdiction. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2014. 

Vote:  Senate 27-11; House 58-56 
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CS/CS/SB 820 — Transportation Facility Designations 
by Community Affairs Committee; Transportation Committee; and Senator Bullard 

The bill creates a number of honorary designations of transportation facilities around the state 

and directs the Department of Transportation to erect suitable markers. Designations are as 

follows: 

 S.R. 992/152nd Street between U.S. 1 and 117th Avenue in Miami-Dade County is 

designated as ñLarcenia Bullard Way.ò 

 S.R. 73 between the Calhoun County Line and U.S. 231 in Jackson County is designated 

as ñGovernor Mixson Highway.ò 

 The bridge (numbers 170169 and 170170) over the Intracoastal Waterway on U.S. 

Business 41/S.R. 45/Tamiami Trail in the City of Venice is designated as ñKMI 

Kentucky Military Institute Bridge.ò 

 25th Street between East 8th Avenue and East 9th Avenue in Miami-Dade County is 

designated as ñTomas-Minerva Vinuela Way.ò 

 I-95/S.R. 9 between S.R. 834/Sample Road and the Palm Beach County line in Broward 

County is designated as ñTrooper Kimberly Ann Hurd Memorial Highway.ò 

 U.S. 98/S.R. 30 between Rosewood Drive and Sunrise Drive in Santa Rosa County is 

designated as ñWarren E. óCharlieô Brown Memorial Highway.ò 

 The Hurlburt Field Air Force Base overpass on U.S. Highway 98 in Okaloosa County is 

designated as ñColonel Bud Day Overpass.ò 

 U.S. 1/S.R. 5/N.E. 6th Avenue between Ponce de Leon Drive and S.R. 84/S.E. 24th 

Street in Broward County is designated as ñRobert L. Clark Memorial Highway.ò 

 U.S. 441/S.R. 7/NW 2nd Avenue between S.R. 860/NW 183rd Street and S.R. 852/NW 

215th/County Line Road in Miami-Dade County is designated as ñNelson Mandela 

Boulevard.ò 

 I-10/S.R. 8 between Mile Marker 234 and the Madison County line in Jefferson County is 

designated as ñCPT Tecarie óCZô Czarnecki and TSgt David A Stone Memorial 

Highway.ò 

 S.R. 60/Miami Gardens between NE 6th Avenue to U.S. 1/S.R. 5 in Miami-Dade County 

is designated as ñRonald A. Silver Drive.ò 

 S.R. 436 between S.R. 528 and S.R. 408 in Orange County is designated as ñElias óRicoô 

Piccard Memorial Highway.ò 

 S.R. 85/N. Ferdon Boulevard between S.R. 10/U.S. 90 and C.R. 188/Airport Road/Old 

Bethel Road in Okaloosa County is designated as ñC. Wayne Ansley Highway.ò 

 S.R. 973/S.W. 87th Avenue between S.W. 68th Street and S.W. 70th Street in Miami-Dade 

County is designated as ñRene Ledesma Way.ò 

 S.R. 992/S.W. 152nd Street/Coral Reef Drive between S.R. 821/Homestead Extension of 

the Florida Turnpike and S.W. 99th Court in Miami-Dade County is designated as 

ñReverend John A. Ferguson Street.ò 

 U.S. 98/S.R. 30A/Tyndall Parkway between C.R. 2327/Transmitter Road and S.R. 22 in 

Bay County is designated as ñLieutenant Colonel Carl John Luksic, USAF, Memorial 

Highway.ò 


