THE FLORIDA SENATE
2015 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Children, Families,
And Elder Affairs

CS/HB 79 — Crisis Stabilization Services
by Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Cummings and others (CS/SB 340 by
Appropriations Committee and Senators Grimsley and Sobel)

The bill directs the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to develop, implement, and
maintain a data system whereby behavioral health managing entities collect utilization data from
psychiatric public receiving facilities. These facilities operate under DCF designation as crisis
stabilization units where emergency mental health care is provided. State mental health funding
pays for space in receiving facilities to care for the indigent. Managing entities must comply with
the bill’s requirements for data collection by August 1, 2015.

The bill requires managing entities to collect utilization data in real time or at least daily. This
includes the number of indigent patients admitted, the census for the facility, and the number of
beds purchased for indigent care. The managing entities must reconcile the data from receiving
facilities after submission to ensure accuracy. Managing entities then must submit the utilization
data to the DCF monthly. The DCF must create a statewide database to maintain and analyze the
payments and the use of state-funded crisis stabilization services at public receiving facilities.
The data must also be analyzed statewide to better understand the use and costs at public
receiving facilities.

The DCF must adopt rules and submit an annual report beginning January 31, 2016, to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the
implementation of the database and the analysis of the data.

For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the bill appropriates $175,000 in nonrecurring funds from the
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Trust Fund to the DCF to implement the bill.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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