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             The Florida Senate 
Local Funding Initiative Request – Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

1. Senate Sponsor: Senator Flores 
   2. Date of Request: 1/30/2017 
   3. Project/Program Description:  
 Smart Horizons Career Online Education (SHCOE), Florida-based, AdvancED/SACS/NCA/NWAC 

accredited online school district, partners with public libraries across Florida to offer a career-based, 
adult high school diploma program designed to prepare adults for transition into the workplace.  The 
program employs a prerequisite screening model to enroll only those students with a high probability 
of success. SHCOE sponsors several such programs across the US. 

  4. Amount of Request: 
 Amount Requested for Operations Amount Requested for  

Fixed Capital Outlay 
Total Amount of  

Requested State Funds 
 $1,500,000.00  $1,500,000.00 
   5. Total Project Cost (if greater than Total Requested State Funds):  
   6. Type, Amount and Percent of Match:  
 Type Amount Percent 
    
    7. Was the project previously funded by the State?  
 Fiscal Year(s) Amount  
 2015-16 $500,000  
 2014-15   
 2013-14   
 2012-13   
    8. Is future-year funding likely to be requested? Yes 
   9. Program Performance (if needed, include additional documentation):  
 a. How will requested funds be spent? Include supporting documentation. 
  The program serves individuals within Florida’s adult drop out population that are considered 

unemployed or underemployed. The intent of the program is to improve their employment and 
earning prospects by providing them with the opportunity to obtain high school and career 
credentials through the Florida Public Library System. $1,500,000 will provide approximately 
1,334 scholarships for adult students requiring a high school diploma. 

 b.  
  Florida has approximately 1,181,401 adults that lack a high school diploma (6% of the 

population).  Increasing the status of dropouts to high school graduates or the equivalent would 
result in $768.8 million in annual state sales taxes.   

 c. Who will benefit from receipt of State funds? 
  In addition to the adult dropouts, the Florida taxpayers will benefit.  The typical lifetime cost of 

each high school dropout to taxpayers is approximately $292,000.  Approximately 60% of 
Florida’s prison inmates, and nationally 50% of persons on death row, are high school dropouts.  
This population often lacks home access to online technology that would allow participation in 
online educational programs (e.g., computers, Internet access, etc.) 
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 d. What specific measures will be used to document performance data for the project, if it receives 
funds? 

  Program performance is currently being reported to the Florida Department of State, Division of 
Library and Information Services on a monthly basis.  This data includes the number of credits 
earned towards high school graduation by each student; the number of high school diplomas and 
career certificates awarded to students who complete the program. 

   10. Requestor Contact information: 
 a. Name and Title: Dr. Howard A. Liebman, Superintendent of Schools 
     b. Organization: Smart Horizons Career Online Education 
     c. E-mail Address: hliebman@shcoe.org 
     d. Phone Number: (305) 962-6489 
    11 Recipient Contact Information: 
 a. Organization: Smart Horizons Career Online Education 
     b. Municipality and County: Pompano Beach, Broward 
     c. Organization type (check all that apply): 
 ☒ For-profit Corporation  
 ☐ Not-for-profit Corporation  
 ☐ 501c3 entity  
 ☐ Other (please specify) Click here to enter text. 
     d. Contact Name and Title: Dr. Howard A. Liebman, Superintendent of Schools
 
     e. E-mail Address: hliebman@shcoe.org
 
     f. Phone Number: (305) 962-6489
 

 


