Public Hearing on Redistricting
The Villages (July 13, 2011)
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Hearing Report

Date: July 13, 2011

City: The Villages

Location: The Colony Cottage Recreation Center
Time: 8:00am-12:00pm

Number of Speakers: 55

Total Attendance: 114

The public hearing in The Villages took place at the Colony Cottage Recreation Center (510
Colony Blvd, The Villages, FL 32114). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and
parking instructions was posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and
the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district
building software outside the meeting room.

The hearing was advertised in the Ocala Star-Banner July 10-13. Each chamber’s website
published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well. Senate
staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 180 county commissioners and
administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over 490 city elected
officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received invitations as well,
encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-
aired. The hearing was chaired by Representative Precourt and attended by 7 senators and 23
representatives. Attendance cards were filled out by 59 people. Another 55 indicated they wanted to
speak at the hearing, bringing the total recorded attendance to 114.

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were

given an opportunity to comment.
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Submission from Reginald Landers Jr. and Roy Abshier

July 13, 2011

Florida House of Representatives
House Committee on Redistricting
402 S. Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

Dear Chairmen Gaetz and Weatherford,

On behalf of our Marion County community, thank you for the opportunity to address you and
the committee members and provide input on this most important redistricting process. We implore
you to consider the significance of Marion County, and its five municipalities of Ocala, Belleview,
Dunnellon, Mcintosh and Reddick, as 2 designated community of interest in your redistricting process.
With explosive growth over the past ten years and a current population of over 330,000 people, Marion
County’s land mass of over 1660 square miles, makes us the fourth largest county in Florida.

While we acknowledge and appreciate the exceptional public service of all of our legislative
delegation, under present conditions, we have only one member out of seven members that is from
Marion County, While all have been attentive, their primary seat of interest is in another community
and we have not had a senator from Marion County in over 20 years. The County is currently divided
into four separate Senate districts with each representing only a portion of our community.

It is imperative that Marion County have contiguous representation wherever possible. These
fractured districts preclude our ability to speak with one voice as a community. In addition, the current
district configuration has created a logistical hardship in advancing our community issues and needs to
the Legislature.

The time to act is now, We, the citizens of Marion County — together — speak as one voice on
this redistricting issue. Please assure that our voice is heard by giving us compact, contiguous and
equitable leglslative representation. Our economic vitality, our prosperity and quality of life - our very
future - is at stake.

With our thanks for your consideration, we remain,

Sincerely,

id Landers, Jr. Roy Abshiér
Vice-Chairman, Marion County Chairman, Marion County
Democratic Executive Committee Republican Executive Committee
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Submission from Richard Coen
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July 13, 2011 Redistricting Hearings 4 hl I
Colony Cottage Recreation Center
The Villages, Florida

Good morning. My name is Richard Coen and | am Vice President of the
League of Women Voters of The Villages/Tri-County Area. On behalf of our
local League, | also want to thank the Committee for the opportunity to speak

to you.

Your own timetable, which is posted on the Redistricting 2012 Florida Senate
website, shows that rather than passing district maps at the beginning of the
legislative session in January 2012, district maps are slated to be passed at the
end of the session on March 9. Even in the unlikely event that there is no
litigation over the newly drawn maps, final rulings on the constitutionality of
the new districts will not occur until shortly before the June 2012 qualifying
deadline. This delayed time table will only lead to voter confusion. Some
potential candidates may not know their district's boundaries in time to

decide whether to mount a campaign.

You have told us that you will follow the letter of the law, and the will of the
people, on redistricting. But you say that even as you have joined in a lawsuit
to fight a Florida constitutional amendment which requires new boundaries
be drawn with competition in mind, not your own job security. So, yes, you
have created a situation where the state is both the plaintiff and the
defendant, and so, yes, at a time when lower revenues have been received and

budgets have been reduced, the state is spending taxpayer money on both

1
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sides of the same question. The Legislature should s-top avoiding the voter’s
decision and remember its obligation to follow the Florida constitution and
support the new Fair Districts standards, and apply the dictate of these

amendments when preparing redrawn districts as the voters wanted.
Thank you.

Richard L. Coen, Vice President

LWV of The Villages/Tri-County Area
1960 Ardmore Way

The Villages, FL 32162
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Submission from Joanne Coen
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July 13, 2011 Redistricting Hearings -7 l ‘3 I “
Colony Cottage Recreation Center
The Villages, Florida

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of The Villages/Tri-County Area,
which is a nonpartisan organization, | want to thank the Committee for the

opportunity to speak to you. I am a resident of Sumter County.

During the last election cycle, the League actively supported amendments 5
and 6 which were passed by 63 percent of the voters in the November 2010

election. Today, voter registration shows that Florida is a politically balanced
state, but the current representation in Tallahassee does not reflect that
balance. In the past, during every reapportionment, majority party politicians
(in both parties) have taken advantage of the opportunity to pack minority
party voters into very few districts thus reducing their influence in

government.

Florida’s population has grown and our congressional representation will
increase. Drawing new political boundaries to offset population growth is a
complicated process. You must balance a myriad of demands, from federal
laws to prevent minority voting disenfranchisement to individual ambitions of

your fellow lawmakers seeking higher office.

As a result, I recognize that your job is not easy, that the reapportionment
process is long and arduous, and there will likely be legal challenges no matter

the outcome.,
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The census data has been completed; the information has been delivered to
the governor and leaders of the legislature. Many states have already
completed, or almost completed, the redistricting process. Yet in Florida no
proposed or draft maps have been drawn thereby precluding the public from
making any meaningful comments on what our congressional and legislative
districts will look like other than our own suggestions. As a result, and as |
am doing today, I can only appeal to your better nature and speak in
generalities. The maps referenced by Sen. Gaetz in his opening comments
should be at the Hearings so that the public will have an opportunity to make

meaningful comments and suggestions.

Thank you.

Joanne M. Coen, President

LWV of The Villages/Tri-County Area
1960 Ardmore Way

The Villages, Florida 32162
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Submission from Nancy Hurlbert
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Speakers will probably be limited to three (3) minutes, typical of most public hearings. So pick one or two
issues that are of real concem to YOU and make your point!

Florida Redistricting Public Meeting
Wednesday, July 13, 8:00am to Noon

The Villages - Colony Cottage Rec Center
510 Colony Boulevard Wildwood, FL 34785

(From the intersection of US 441/27, continue north approx. 4 mi. to CR 466A...turn LEFT (west) and go approx. 1 mi. to
Morse Bivd....turn RIGHT & go to the STOP sign at Colony Bivd.,,turn RIGHT...You have arrived!)

For more information, visit these websites:
hitp:/ifairdistrictsnow.org http://www.floridaredistricting.org/

Piease be sure fo attend this meeting. It is toc Important to miss. Your attendanca could make the
difference in making sure Amendments 5 & 6 are enforced and politiclans don't draw the lines for
you.

Information & Talking Points:
Facts:

« Lake County's 2010 population is 297,000+

« Determined from the 2010 U.S. Census, the ideal District population size for the state House is
156,678; for the state Senate, 470,033; and, for U.S. Congressional, 686,345

« Lake County is represented by four (4) U.S. Reps (Corrine Brown, Daniel Webster, Richard Nugent
& CIiff Stearns), four (4) state Reps (Marlene O'Toole, Larry Metz, Steve Precourt & Charles Van
Zant). and two (2) state senators (Alan Hays & Paula Dockery).

« Amendments 5 & 6 prohibit political favoritism, require that districts be compact, contiguous, and
follow city or county lines where feasible.

TPs/Recommendations (Disclaimner: | have not drawn any maps or checked detailed population
numbers for suggested changes; this is simply my “common sense”):

1. We are greatly concerned about the state committees' sincerity about rpublic input, since no maps
have been provided to the Public to respond to (unlike 2002 when several renditions were
distributed).

2. We demand that both chambers of the state legislature and members of Congress, drop any and all
challenges to Amendments 5 & 6, the people have spoken by a 63% vote, that redistricting needs to
be revamped with no incumbent or Party preference.

3. We are very disappointed that both chambers of the state legislature have chosen to put taxpayers'
money aside - upwards of $30 M - to continue to fight the will of the people.

4. Lake County’'s representation is greatly diluted in the U.S. House by having four (4)

Representatives.
5. Lake County’s representation is greatly diluted in the stafe House by having four (4)
Representatives.

6. In the city of Mt. Dora, Pct. 57, a predominately black (i.e., assumed "Democrat”) precinct, is in U.S.
House D-3 (Corrine Brown), whereas the remainder of the city is in D-8 (Daniel Webster). This is an
obvious partisan "political favoritism" drawing from 2002.

7. Reduce Lake County's U.S. representation from 4 Reps. to 2 Reps. by creating new district
boundaries with all of Lake County, except that small NW section that is in The Villages and U.S. D-
6. The new District boundaries would also require the areas of Orange, Seminole, Volusia
and Marion in current D-3, be deleted to balance the District population. This solves the "compact,
contiguous, and follow county lines" required by Amendments 5 & 6. By leaving The Villages in

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 AOL: TNHURLBERT

The Villages (July 13, 2011) Page 8



Page 3 of 3

another District, this also meets the Amendments' intent by keeping "city boundaries" in one District,
since The Villags straddles Lake, Sumter & Marion counties.

8. Lake County's 2010 population would now justify being represented by two (2) state Representatives
(down from 4), allowing, again, for The Villages to be kept in another District and within their "city
limits". The areas currently in D-21/D-25/D-41/D-42 in Orange, Seminole and Sumter counties
would be deleted from this new District boundary.

9. Lake County's 2010 population does not allow for two (2) state Senators; therefore, in keeping with
the Amendments' intent to " follow city or county lines ", Paula Dockery's representation (D-15) in
Lake County should be eliminated and only D-20 (Alan Hays) would represent Lake County.

Nancy Hurlbert, Chair

Lake County Democratic Party
Chair, FDP Region 5A

Member, FDP Legisiation Committee
Member, FOP Campaign Committee
www.lakedemocrats.com

35624 Cypress Ct.

Leesburg, FL 34788
352-483-4962 (H/O)
954-254-1000 (Cell)
tnhurbert@aol.com

| hope when | am dying, | look back with regret on things | should not have done, rather than on things | should have
done!

Tuesday, July 12, 2011 AOL: TNHURLBERT
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Submission from Marguerite Cavanaugh

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Mecting.
or
Email to: mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.gov
and redistrictfloridaggfisenate.goy,
or
Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By submitting this form, I acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on
www. flortdaredistriciing. org and www. flsenate. povivedisiviciing or other public websites maintained by the
Florida Legistature. Note: the entirety of this form is public record,

*Ficld is required,
Prefix MES *First Name MALLUSTL T & 6"Last Name CAV ANA UG E Suffix
Organization Name (If applicable) (= A6 02 UM

*Your Address WRE LN, iy ocala sueff L *zip 3N NRE TR0 §
Your County AMA rZ (O N Your Email_ WITHRt I S & YA NID.CD Ad

*What type of map are you commenting on? & Congressional & State House 3+ State Senate

*Would you like to receive cmail updates regarding Florida Redistricting? ' Yes O No 4 LR-(-A0] 0o

I Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request.

L AM Jn AERFEMENT WETH OTHOR. Y TORS Wikd AR
UPSET A GoaT NOTONLY MAR IO (OUMNTY, BuT
OTHEED COUNTIES REWE DINIDVO WP ju Ty AS My

AS 4 DISTRICTES,
PLBAME STRI\VE Yo AVOLD SUCH MulT|PLLG

DisTACrwe \N b & Ouarny.,

— ) ey

(Over)

www. floridaredistricting.org www.flsenate.gov/redistricting

The Villages (July 13, 2011) Page 10



Submission from Bob Carey
MyDistrictBuilder - Florida House of Representatives
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htpe//foridaredistricting. cloudapp. net/My DistrictBuilder aspx 71272011
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Submission from Judith Etzler

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Mecting,
or
Email to: mxdlslnclbulIdu_*(wmyﬂondahousc Loy

Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By submitting this form, I acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on
wiww flovidaredistriciing org and www flsenate goviredistricting or other public websites maintained by the
Florida Legisiature. Note: the entirety of this form is public record.
*Field is required.

o e
Prefix  *First Name 2ud,r *Last Name /?.llﬂ- Suffix

Organization Name (If applicable)

*Your Address 525/ W &k 511;@ “city Mepneey  cswe FL *Zip 32647
\ < ¥ .
Your County 1 Ao Your Email ef‘f. “?ZQM e

*What type of map are you commenting on? ﬂ/ Congressional ﬂ State House K State Senate

*Would you like to receive email updates regarding Florida Redistricting? 3 Yes O No

I Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request. I
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-y ", 4
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W/z(y v4deo V“:&- MW 9?'}1
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(Over)

www. floridaredistricting.org www. flsenate.gov/redistricti
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Submission from Robert Lewis

Redistricting Public Meeting July 13, 2011
Colony Cottage Recreation Center 8am-12pm

Good morning.
For the record, my name is Robert D. Lewis and my home address is
17044 SE 75" Wickson Ct, The Villages, FL 32162

| thank you for providing me with this opportunity to offer some

comments rggarding the-drawing of-new-lines-fer-state-and-
_eongressionatvating distriets-

Almost 63%, of Floridians who voted on the constitutional
amendments, voted to affirm Amendments 5 and 6.

Fair-minded Floridians, of all political persuasions, want elections in
which candidates are honestly chosen and compete on even playing
fields. It was time to put a stop to the practice of gerrymandering
legislative and congressional districts after every census. In the past,
the party in political power brazenly re-drew boundaries, and laid-
out new or changed boundaries to reflect population changes, in a
manner primarily designed to best assure it of victories in future
elections. The irregular, and even illogical, design of some districts
attest to this deliberate manipulation which is contrary to the high
principles of our democracy.

| hope that your reports of these public meetings will emphasize that
Floridians want the amendments respected. We will be most upset
and disappointed if you fail to ensure that the districts are compact,
equal in population and make use of existing city, county and
geographical boundaries. The amendments prohibit drawing districts
to favor or disfavor an incumbent or political party. It is your
obligation to abide by the amendments, even though there will be
efforts by some who try to thwart the amendments by claiming that
adherence to the amendments would be unjust for various reasons.

Thank you ?@@Em D LEM){
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Handouts
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf

Draw and Submit Your Own Districts

District Builder is a full-featured web application with 2010 Census data for drawing
Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting them to the
Legislature. Submitting your plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your
community. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and
information that Senators and professional staff use.

To start using District Builder you need:

e A personal account. Choose “District Builder” at www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
to register.

« Display resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher.

¢ A broadband Internet computer and mouse. Firefox (3.6 and 4.0) and Internet
Explorer (7 and 8) are supported (Internet Explorer 9 and Opera are not). Your
browser must be set to allow JavaScript and pop-ups from "flsenate.gov."

For full details, see https://db10.flsenate.gov/db1/help.

When you decide to submit your plan for public consideration, it will be published at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plans with a standard set of
interactive map links, reports, downloads, and maps. Otherwise, your personal plans
are stored on secure severs and exempt from inspection and copying. See
§11.0431(2)(e), Fla. Stat.

The Florida House of Representatives is building its own web application. To leam
about “MyDistrictBuilder,” see www.floridaredistricting.org. The fact that the
Senate and House systems are different is a plus. Each has unique features, and
citizens can choose which better meets their needs.

Full-featured redistricting systems typically cost thousands of dollars per user. The
overarching goal shared by the Florida Senate and Florida House is giving everyone
free and easy access to all the same tools and data the Legislature is using.

With innovative technologies and joint public hearings, the Florida Legislature is
promoting the most open, accessible, and interactive redistricting ever.
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/DrawAndSubmit_YourOwnDistricts.pdf

Displays Prepared by Florida Senate
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_House_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf

Population deviations of current districts (2010 Census)—Northeast Florida

) 2010 2010 2010 Daviation 2010 2010 2010 Deviation
Congressional District g el TR State House District ron.  Ned TESTERE
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Deviations_42x62L.pdf
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