Public Hearing on Redistricting
Gainesville (July 13, 2011)
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Hearing Report

Date: July 13, 2011

City: Gainesville

Location: Santa Fe College Fine Arts Building
Time: 6:00pm-9:00pm

Number of Speakers: 71 of 82

Total Attendance: 227

The public hearing in Gainesville took place in the Fine Arts Building at Santa Fe College’s
Gainesville Campus (3000 NW 83rd St., Gainesville, FL 32606). Prior to the meeting, a map with
directions to the hearing and parking instructions was posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted
signs outside the building and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer
questions and display district building software outside the meeting room.

The meeting was advertised in the Gainesville Sun July 10-13, and an op-ed jointly authored by
the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Gainesville Sun on July 11. Each
chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the
hearing as well. Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over 180 county
commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of elections, and over
490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group leaders received
invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-
aired. It was chaired by Senator Gaetz and attended by 9 senators and 20 representatives. Attendance
cards were filled out by 145 people. Another 82 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing, bringing
the total recorded attendance to 227.

At time of adjournment 11 speakers remained. Chairman Gaetz invited those speakers to

supplement the record with their written comments or to submit comments via email.
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Submission from Rosalie Bandyopadhyay

Ms. Bandyopadhyay provided a copy of the Plaintiffs’ and Plaintiff-Intervenor’s Joint Motion
for Summary Final Judgment and Incorporated Memorandum of Law as well as the Florida House of
Representatives’ Proposed Complaint in Intervention for Declaratory Relief in the case of Diaz-Balart,
et al. v. Browning, et al.
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http://redistricting.lls.edu/files/FL%20diaz-balartvscott%2020110425%20msj.pdf
http://redistricting.lls.edu/files/FL%20diaz-balartvscott%2020110425%20msj.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/52361150/house-districting-suit-complaint-pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/52361150/house-districting-suit-complaint-pdf

Submission from Mary McG.

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Meeting.
or
Email to: mydistrictbuilderfmyfloridahouse, gov
and redistrictflorida@flsenate, gov,

or
Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By submitting this form, | acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on
www. floridaredistricting org and www flsenate. gov/iredistiicring or other public websites malnlal by [/

Florida Legislature. Note: the entirety of this form is public record. , M’ ‘W—’
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Submission from William. Boyett

Alachua County State House Districts

House Districts

Municipalities

~ Alachua

. Archer

. Gainesville
~ Hawthorne
~High Springs
~ Lacrosse

~ Micanopy

- Newberry

~ Waldo
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Submission from the Ocala Marion County Chamber of Commerce

©3/0CALA

@ MARION COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REDISTRICTING RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Marion County and its five municipalities of Ocala, Belleview, Dunnellon, Mcintosh, and
Reddick, is deemed a Community of Interest and under the current district boundaries, legislative
representation at both the state and federal levels is fractured and fragmented, and

WHEREAS, Marion County has experienced exponential growth of 30.8% within the past 10 years and
is anticipated to grow by an additional 9% in the next decade, and

WHEREAS, Marion County’s current population of over 330,000 people with a land mass of over 1660
square miles makes us the fourth largest county in the State of Florida, and

WHEREAS, given the diversity of Marion County’s economic base ranging from agriculture, equine and
ecotourism to finance, healthcare, manufacturing, distribution and research/technology coupled with the
County’s strategic location as the "heart” of North Central Florida and,

WHEREAS, the Public Affairs Committee of the Ocala/Marion County Chamber of Commerce has
endorsed redistricting as its highest level priority Issue —to speak with one voice for more equitable and
focused legislative representation at both the state and federal levels in this Florida Redistricting Process,

Now, therefore, be it RESOLVED:

1. Marion County, as a significant Community of Interest, should be maintained in a single district,
where possible.

2. To meet the unique and diverse needs of our community, equitabie and focused representation is
essential to provide 2 unified legislative voice for the citizens of Marion County.

3. Aunified legislative voice is crucial to the future prosperity of Marion County to compliment a healthy
business environment and economy as well as contribute to the quality of life for all its citizens.

4. Where possible, easily identifiable, compact and contiguous geographic boundaries should be
followed, recognizing that districts must be configured so that they are relatively equal in total
population according to the latest 2010 census data and applicable statutory guidelines,

5. In the redrawing of district boundaries, the district should be compact and contiguous.

6. The redrawing of district boundaries should not fragment a geographically compact minority
community as defined and In accordance with the Voting Rights Act of 1973.

Adopted by the Board of Directors: July 12, 2011

Dave Fechtman Ja
Chalrman of the Board Pr

ident/CEQO
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Submission from Stan McClain

Marion County
Board of County Commissioners
McPherson Governmental Complex District | — Mike Amsden, Commissioner
601 SE 25th Ave. District 2 — Kathy Bryant, Commissioner
Ocala, FL 34471 District 3 = Stan McClain, Chairman
ount y Phone: 352-438-2323 District 4 — Carl Zalak, 111, Commissioner
FLORIDA Fax: 352-438-2324 ) District 5 = Charlie Stone, Vice Chair
July 13, 2011
The Honorable Don Gaetz

Florida Senate

The Honorable Will Weatherford
Florida House of Representatives

Dear Chairmen Gaetz and Weatherford:

On behalf of the Marion County Board of County Commissioners, | want to thank you for the
numerous resources and opportunities you have provided to guide us through the redistricting
process and to thank you for the opportunity to address this committee and express our thoughts and
concerns as you gather this information to aid you in your decision making.

We ask that you consider Marion County’s compactness and growth as you go through the
redistricting process. Marion County has 331,000 citizens and the fifth largest land mass in Florida,
but was split in the last redistricting process into 4 Florida Senate seats and 5 Florida Representative
districts. Presently, only 1 of our 9 legislative delegation members resides in our county.

While we have an excellent working relationship and support from our delegation, the division of our
county makes it difficult for our county’s voice to be heard and met at the state level. And because the
physical location of the offices is often outside Marion County, it's difficult for us to conduct our
business without first considering the needs of other county governments. We believe it would be in
the best interest of our region if Marion County were more tightly districted, enabling us to have a
champion for issues close to home,

We have not had a senator from Marion County in more than 20 years, and we respectfully request
that you keep our community, our county, together as much as possible throughout the redistricting
process. We appreciate your consideration as we move forward.

2L el

Stan McClain
Chairman

“Meeting Needs by Exceeding Expectations”

www.marioncountyfl.org
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Submission from Ulla Benny

U\\«G.gmd\- (oeweguille - 2 1a/n

Kelly, Alex

From: Ulia Benny [hotinen@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 16, 2011 10:25 AM
To: MyDistrictBuilder

Cc: ulia

Subject: Gainesville meeting

To the committee:
This is to urge yocu to follow recommendations of supervisory of elections.

Alsc one speaker commented on the US Congress districts here in Gainesville: we want
representation here in Gainesville, not one that is in Ocala or in Jacksonville. Have a
Gainesville district!

Sincerely,

Ulla Benny

4511 NW 15th Ave
Gainesville FL 32605-3472
hotinen8yahoo.com
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Handouts

REDISTRICTING - 2012
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf

Draw and Submit Your Own Districts

District Builder is a full-featured web application with 2010 Census data for drawing
Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting them to the
Legislature. Submitting your plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your
community. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and
information that Senators and professional staff use.

To start using District Builder you need:

e A personal account. Choose “District Builder” at www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
to register.

« Display resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher.

¢ A broadband Internet computer and mouse. Firefox (3.6 and 4.0) and Internet
Explorer (7 and 8) are supported (Internet Explorer 9 and Opera are not). Your
browser must be set to allow JavaScript and pop-ups from "flsenate.gov."

For full details, see https://db10.flsenate.gov/db1/help.

When you decide to submit your plan for public consideration, it will be published at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plans with a standard set of
interactive map links, reports, downloads, and maps. Otherwise, your personal plans
are stored on secure severs and exempt from inspection and copying. See
§11.0431(2)(e), Fla. Stat.

The Florida House of Representatives is building its own web application. To leam
about “MyDistrictBuilder,” see www.floridaredistricting.org. The fact that the
Senate and House systems are different is a plus. Each has unique features, and
citizens can choose which better meets their needs.

Full-featured redistricting systems typically cost thousands of dollars per user. The
overarching goal shared by the Florida Senate and Florida House is giving everyone
free and easy access to all the same tools and data the Legislature is using.

With innovative technologies and joint public hearings, the Florida Legislature is
promoting the most open, accessible, and interactive redistricting ever.
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/DrawAndSubmit_YourOwnDistricts.pdf

Displays Prepared by Florida Senate
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_House_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf

Population deviations of current districts (2010 Census)—Northeast Florida
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Deviations_42x62L.pdf
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