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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Budget

593-04075A-11

Subcommittee on Finance and Tax
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the administration of property tax;
amending s. 192.001, F.S.; clarifying definitions
governing the administration of property tax;
repealing s. 192.117, F.S., relating to the Property
Tax Administration Task Force; amending s. 193.114,
F.S.; revising provisions requiring that certain
information be included on the real property
assessment roll following a transfer of ownership;
defining the term “ownership transfer date”; amending
s. 193.122, F.S.; requiring a property appraiser to
publish a notice of the date of certification of the
tax roll on the appraiser’s website; amending s.
193.155, F.S.; clarifying provisions allowing a
taxpayer to file an application for homestead
assessment in the year following eligibility; amending
ss. 193.1554 and 193.1555, F.S.; specifying that
property is assessed at just value as of January 1 of
the year that the property becomes eligible for
assessment rather than the year in which the property
is placed on the tax roll; providing for the
assessment of a parcel that is created by combining or
dividing a parcel that is eligible for assessment as
nonhomestead residential property or nonresidential
real property; amending ss. 193.501, 193.503, and
193.505, F.S.; deleting provisions requiring that the

tax collector report deferred tax liability to the
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Department of Revenue; amending s. 194.011, F.S.;

593-04075A-11

clarifying provisions requiring that an objection to
an assessment be filed within a specified period;
amending s. 194.032, F.S.; providing for a
petitioner’s hearing before the value adjustment board
to be rescheduled under certain circumstances;
amending s. 194.034, F.S.; deleting a requirement that
the Department of Revenue be notified of decisions by
the value adjustment board or special magistrate;
requiring that the clerk provide certain information
to the department upon request; amending s. 194.035,
F.S.; deleting requirements that the department
establish the range of payments for special
magistrates and that reimbursements to counties be
prorated under certain circumstances; requiring that
all parties to a petition be notified of certain
communications concerning a complaint relating to a
special magistrate; directing the legal counsel for
the board to review certain communications, obtain
other information, and advise the board; providing for
removal of a special magistrate under certain
circumstances; prohibiting a counsel’s recommended
decision from being reconsidered until certain
conditions are fulfilled; requiring notification of
all parties of actions taken by the board concerning
the complaint about the special magistrate; amending
s. 194.037, F.S.; revising requirements for the
information that is provided by the clerk in a

newspaper of general circulation regarding the tax
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impact of petitions before the value adjustment board;
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amending s. 194.171, F.S.; defining the term
“rendered” for purposes of determining the time within
which to contest a tax assessment; amending s.
195.096, F.S.; revising requirements for the
Department of Revenue to provide certain information
concerning its review of assessment rolls to the
Legislature and county commissions; providing for such
information to be provided upon request; repealing s.
195.0985, F.S., relating to a requirement that the
department publish annual ratio studies; amending s.
195.099, F.S.; allowing the department discretion in
reviewing assessments of certain businesses; amending
s. 196.012, F.S.; revising the definitions of the
terms “new business” and “expansion of an existing
business”; amending s. 196.031, F.S.; providing for ad
valorem tax exemptions to be applied in the order that
results in the lowest taxable value of a homestead;
amending s. 196.081, F.S.; authorizing an applicant
for an exemption for a disabled veteran or for a
surviving spouse to apply for the exemption before
receiving certain documentation from the Federal
Government; amending s. 196.082, F.S.; authorizing an
applicant for a discount available to disabled
veterans to apply for the discount before receiving
certain documentation from the Federal Government;
amending s. 196.091, F.S.; authorizing an applicant
applying for an exemption for disabled veterans

confined to a wheelchair to apply for the exemption
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86 before receiving certain documentation from the

87 Federal Government; amending s. 196.101, F.S.;

88 authorizing an applicant applying for an exemption for
89 totally and permanently disabled persons to apply for
90 the exemption before receiving certain documentation
91 from the Federal Government; amending s. 196.121,

92 F.S.; authorizing the Department of Revenue to provide
93 certain forms electronically; amending s. 196.1995,

94 F.S.; authorizing the board of county commissioners of
95 a charter county to call and hold a referendum to

96 determine whether to grant economic development ad

97 valorem tax exemptions; revising the language of

98 ballot questions relating to the authority to grant

99 economic development tax exemptions; providing for
100 application of a provision limiting the calling of
101 another referendum within a certain time; specifying
102 additional information that must be included in a
103 written application requesting adoption of an
104 ordinance granting an economic development ad valorem
105 tax exemption; specifying factors for a board of
106 county commissioners or governing authority of a
107 municipality to consider when deciding whether to
108 approve or reject applications for economic
109 development tax exemptions; providing legislative
110 intent; limiting the allowable duration of an economic
111 development tax exemption granted by a county or
112 municipal ordinance; authorizing written tax exemption
113 agreements consistent with the act upon approval of a
114 tax exemption application; specifying that the written
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115 tax agreement must require the applicant to report
116 certain information at a specific time before
117 expiration of the exemption; authorizing the board of
118 county commissioners or the governing authority of the
119 municipality to revoke, in whole or in part, the
120 exemption under certain circumstances; amending s.
121 196.202, F.S.; authorizing an applicant applying for
122 an exemption for widows, widowers, blind persons, or
123 persons who are totally and permanently disabled to
124 apply for the exemption before receiving certain
125 documentation from the Federal Government; amending s.
126 196.24, F.S.; authorizing an applicant applying for an
127 exemption for disabled ex-servicemembers or a
128 surviving spouse to apply for the exemption before
129 receiving certain documentation from the Federal
130 Government; amending s. 197.182, F.S.; increasing the
131 maximum value of refund that may be made by the tax
132 collector without approval by the Department of
133 Revenue; amending ss. 197.253, 197.3041, and 197.3073,
134 F.S., relating to certain tax deferrals; conforming
135 cross-references; amending s. 200.065, F.S., relating
136 to the method of fixing millage; clarifying provisions
137 requiring publication of notice; conforming cross-
138 references; amending s. 200.069, F.S.; requiring a
139 property appraiser, at the request of the governing
140 body of a county, to mail an additional form along
141 with the notice of proposed taxes to notify taxpayers
142 of the portion of the proposed nonvoted county millage
143 rate that is attributable to each constitutional
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officer and the county commission; amending ss. 218.12

593-04075A-11

and 218.125, F.S.; providing for certain undistributed
moneys to revert to the fund from which the
appropriation was made if a fiscally constrained
county fails to apply for its distribution; providing

effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (18) of section 192.001,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

192.001 Definitions.—All definitions set out in chapters 1
and 200 that are applicable to this chapter are included herein.
In addition, the following definitions shall apply in the
imposition of ad valorem taxes:

(2) “Assessed value of property” means an annual
determination of the just or fair market value of an item or
property, or the value of the—hemestead property as limited
pursuant to s+—4+Heh+ Art. VII of the State Constitution, or, if
a property is assessed solely on the basis of character or use
or at a specified percentage of its valuey pursuant to s—4+H=)r
er—4+{ey+ Art. VII of the State Constitution, its classified use
value or fractional wvalue.

(18) “Complete submission of the rolls” includes, but is

not aeeessarity limited to, accurate tabular summaries of
valuations as prescribed by department rule; a computer tape
copy of the real property assessment roll including for each
parcel total value of improvements, land value, the £we—mest
reeently recorded selling prices and other transfer data
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required by s. 193.114, the value of any improvement made to the
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parcel in the 12 months preceding the valuation date, the type
and amount of any exemption granted, and such other information
as may be required by department rule; an accurate tabular
summary by property class of any adjustments made to recorded
selling prices or fair market value in arriving at assessed
value, as prescribed by department rule; a computer tape copy of
the tangible personal property assessment roll, including for
each entry a unique account number and such other information as
may be required by department rule; and an accurate tabular
summary of per-acre land valuations used for each class of
agricultural property in preparing the assessment roll, as
prescribed by department rule.

Section 2. Section 192.117, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 3. Paragraphs (n) and (p) of subsection (2) of
section 193.114, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
193.114 Preparation of assessment rolls.—

(2) The real property assessment roll shall include:

(n) The recorded selling Fer—eaech sateof the property—in

theprevious—year—thesate price, ownership transfer sate date,

and official record book and page number or clerk instrument

number for each deed or other instrument transferring ownership

of real property and recorded or otherwise discovered during the

period beginning 1 year before the assessment date and up to the

date the assessment roll is submitted to the department.—and

The basis for qualification or disqualification as an arms-

length transaction of each transfer or sale shall be included on

~ 11 sz 1] o
O T Cco TOT TS

the assessment roll. Sate—dat

submitted—+to—the department;—and Sale qualification decisions

o)}
¢
)]
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for transfers must be recorded on the assessment +ax roll within

593-04075A-11

3 months after the sate date that the deed or other transfer

instrument is recorded or otherwise discovered. For purposes of

this paragraph, the term “ownership transfer date” means the

date on which the deed or other transfer instrument is signed

and notarized or otherwise executed.

(p) The name and address of the owner er—fidueiary

neaa Bauzmant
TTho L ITC PO yIncTITC

s i e . . ‘
Section 4. Effective July 1, 2011, and applicable to

raon 1 ESANEVS £ + o o " +h
TS0 TTC— T OT OTr—TtcaxCo—O1t—=<CT

assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, subsection (2) of
section 193.122, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

193.122 Certificates of value adjustment board and property
appraiser; extensions on the assessment rolls.—

(2) After the first certification of the tax rolls by the
value adjustment board, the property appraiser shall make all
required extensions on the rolls to show the tax attributable to
all taxable property. Upon completion of these extensions, and
upon satisfying himself or herself that all property is properly
taxed, the property appraiser shall certify the tax rolls and
shall within 1 week thereafter publish notice of the date and
fact of extension and certification in a periodical meeting the
requirements of s. 50.011 and publicly display a notice of the
date of certification in the office of the property appraiser

and publish the notice on the website of the property appraiser.

The property appraiser shall also supply notice of the date of
the certification to any taxpayer who requests one in writing.
These certificates and notices shall be made in the form

required by the department and shall be attached to each roll as
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231 required by the department by regulation.
232 Section 5. Effective July 1, 2011, paragraph (j) of

593-04075A-11

233 subsection (8) of section 193.155, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
234 to read:

235 193.155 Homestead assessments.—Homestead property shall be
236 assessed at just value as of January 1, 1994. Property receiving
237 the homestead exemption after January 1, 1994, shall be assessed
238 at just value as of January 1 of the year in which the property
239| receives the exemption unless the provisions of subsection (8)
240 apply.

241 (8) Property assessed under this section shall be assessed
242 at less than just value when the person who establishes a new
243| homestead has received a homestead exemption as of January 1 of
244 either of the 2 immediately preceding years. A person who

245 establishes a new homestead as of January 1, 2008, is entitled
246 to have the new homestead assessed at less than just value only
247 if that person received a homestead exemption on January 1,

248 2007, and only if this subsection applies retroactive to January
249 1, 2008. For purposes of this subsection, a husband and wife who
250 owned and both permanently resided on a previous homestead shall
251| each be considered to have received the homestead exemption even
252 though only the husband or the wife applied for the homestead
253| exemption on the previous homestead. The assessed value of the
254 newly established homestead shall be determined as provided in
255| this subsection.

256 (jJ) Any person who is qualified to have his or her property
257 assessed under this subsection and who fails to timely file an

258 application for such assessment his—er—her new homesteadin—Fthe

259 first vear following-eliagibitity may file in a subseguent vear.
Y J Y
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The assessment reduction, calculated as if the application for

593-04075A-11

assessment under this subsection had been timely filed, shall be

applied to assessed value in the year such assessment £he

£ransfer is first approved, and refunds of tax may not be made
for previous years.

Section 6. Subsections (2), (3), and (7) of section
193.1554, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

193.1554 Assessment of nonhomestead residential property.—

(2) For all levies other than school district levies,
nonhomestead residential property shall be assessed at just

value as of January 1, 2008. Property that becomes eligible for

assessment pursuant to this section plaeced—eon—thetax—rotdt after

January 1, 2008, shall be assessed at just value as of January 1

of the year in which the property becomes eligible is—placed-on

1 + o sp
T CTr

a1 ]
TOoTT.

(3) Beginning in 2009, or the year following the year the

property becomes eligible for assessment pursuant to this

section is—plaeced—on—the+tawx—retd, whichever is later, the
property shall be reassessed annually on January 1. Any change
resulting from such reassessment may not exceed 10 percent of
the assessed value of the property for the prior year.

(7) Any increase in the value of property assessed under
this section which is attributable to combining or dividing
parcels shall be assessed at just value, and the just value

shall be apportioned among the parcels created. A parcel that is

created by combining or dividing a parcel that is eligible for

assessment pursuant to this section retains such eligibility and

shall be assessed as provided in this subsection. A parcel that

is combined or divided after January 1 and that is included as a
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289 combined or divided parcel on the tax notice shall not be
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290 considered to be a combined or divided parcel for purposes of

291 this section until the January 1 that it is first assessed as a

292 combined or divided parcel.

293 Section 7. Subsections (2), (3), and (7) of section
294 193.1555, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

295 193.1555 Assessment of certain residential and

296 nonresidential real property.—

297 (2) For all levies other than school district levies,

298 nonresidential or nonhomestead real property shall be assessed

299 at just value as of January 1, 2008. Property that becomes
300 eligible for assessment pursuant to this section ptaeced—eon—the
301 fax—reot++ after January 1, 2008, shall be assessed at just value

302 as of January 1 of the year in which the property becomes
303 eligible for assessment pursuant to this section is—pltaeced—eon

304 the—+tax—roelt.

305 (3) Beginning in 2009, or the year following the year the

306| property becomes eligible for assessment pursuant to this

307 section is—plaeced—on—the+tax—retd, whichever is later, the

308| property shall be reassessed annually on January 1. Any change
309 resulting from such reassessment may not exceed 10 percent of
310 the assessed value of the property for the prior year.

311 (7) Any increase in the value of property assessed under
312 this section which is attributable to combining or dividing
313 parcels shall be assessed at just value, and the Jjust value

314 shall be apportioned among the parcels created. A parcel that is

315| created by combining or dividing a parcel that is eligible for

316| assessment pursuant to this section retains such eligibility and

317 shall be assessed as provided in this subsection. A parcel that
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318 is combined or divided after January 1 and that is included as a
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319 combined or divided parcel on the tax notice shall not be

320| considered to be a combined or divided parcel for purposes of

321 this section until the January 1 that it is first assessed as a

322 combined or divided parcel.

323 Section 8. Subsection (7) of section 193.501, Florida

324 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

325 193.501 Assessment of lands subject to a conservation

326| easement, environmentally endangered lands, or lands used for
327 outdoor recreational or park purposes when land development

328| rights have been conveyed or conservation restrictions have been
329 covenanted.—

330 (7) 42> The property appraiser shall report to the

331| department showing the just value and the classified use value
332 of property that is subject to a conservation easement under s.
333 704.06, property assessed as environmentally endangered land
334| pursuant to this section, and property assessed as outdoor

335| recreational or park land.

336 (1) T + o1 Pk N SOl SN | Araa T T 7 AN~ + 1
\E [N S i ) CTZY LN U R S WP N U U [0 N Iy & R S ulllluu_L_L_y J_CtJU.LL_ jawy T
337 Adornar+manrnt+ + 1 EE VAR £ Anfanrvrnnd + o 1a a1 24+ ~~T17 ot A
\J.Ct./u_l_ CIT T T T (&7 54 § AN W i i A L\ 5 PR i W S i W W § CTZY _L_LDLLJ_L_L_LL__Y Cc oI T T T T TX
338 nilraliant + e o o~ n
t/uJ_L_)UL/LJ.J.L., |y CIT 1S [ C 1T OUTI 1T «
339 Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (9) of section

340 193.503, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
341 193.503 Classification and assessment of historic property

342 used for commercial or certain nonprofit purposes.—

343 (9)

344 (A\ T sy Tl T T i T Ty e~ +
\M[ [ B N Ry T NP2 U S i P W U N [N 2 NN Ny & R S L/LJ.J.J.J.UL/L_L_L_Y J_\_/t/UJ_L, |y I
345 dormartmant +1 S £ Ao foprnd o T2 opd ]2 o 1ot ad
u\_,tJL/LJ_ CIITT T T T LS i By (€7 5 5 & B N W i R B A\ A\ B NP i PR E B PR W CTr _L_LLALJ_L_L_LL._Y |\ R ) c K
346 Bliroliant  + N P E gy
tJuJ_QuL/LJ.J.L. |y CITT 15 [ C 1Ol «
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Section 10. Paragraph (c) of subsection (9) of section

193.505, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

593-04075A-11

193.505 Assessment of historically significant property
when development rights have been conveyed or historic

preservation restrictions have been covenanted.—

(~\ Th + o anll oty ol o] S e o 7 _roar et +h

7 TIIC—Ccax—COoOTT cOT Sttt oriitogarty rtoportc co o
dernagrtmant + 1 a1 £f AdAaofararaad + o 1 NN + anl ] ot A
SCpPporcmCitc —cC—amooirc O G SOtz ooy coxTTCtTttT

Section 11. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to
assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, paragraph (d) of
subsection (3) of section 194.011, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

194.011 Assessment notice; objections to assessments.—

(3) A petition to the value adjustment board must be in
substantially the form prescribed by the department.
Notwithstanding s. 195.022, a county officer may not refuse to
accept a form provided by the department for this purpose if the
taxpayer chooses to use it. A petition to the value adjustment
board shall describe the property by parcel number and shall be
filed as follows:

(d) The petition may be filed, as to valuation issues, at
any time during the taxable year on or before the 25th day
following the mailing of notice by the property appraiser as
provided in subsection (1). With respect to an issue involving
the denial of an exemption, an agricultural or high-water
recharge classification application, an application for
classification as historic property used for commercial or

certain nonprofit purposes, or a deferral, the petition must be
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filed at any time during the taxable year on or before the 30th

593-04075A-11

day following the mailing of the notice by the property
appraiser under s. 193.461, s. 193.503, s. 193.625, or s.
196.193 or notice by the tax collector under s. 197.253, s.
197.3041, or s. 197.3073.

Section 12. Subsection (2) of section 194.032, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

194.032 Hearing purposes; timetable.—

(2) The clerk of the governing body of the county shall
prepare a schedule of appearances before the board based on
petitions timely filed with him or her. The clerk shall notify
each petitioner of the scheduled time of his or her appearance
no less than 25 calendar days prior to the day of such scheduled
appearance. Upon receipt of this notification, the petitioner
shall have the right to reschedule the hearing a single time by
submitting to the clerk of the governing body of the county a
written request to reschedule, no less than 5 calendar days
before the day of the originally scheduled hearing. A copy of
the property record card containing relevant information used in
computing the taxpayer’s current assessment shall be included
with such notice, if said card was requested by the taxpayer.
Such request shall be made by checking an appropriate box on the
petition form. No petitioner shall be required to wait for more

than a reasonable time not to exceed 4 hours from the scheduled

time; and, if his or her petition is not heard in that time, the
petitioner may, at his or her option, report to the chairperson
of the meeting that he or she intends to leave; and, if he or

she is not heard immediately, £hepetitieoncrlsadministrative

o  + N zhh ~ 10 ot
O—C C

3 PIE | BN v
TC o WL oC O—OoC—CxXTIaosS
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405 rescheduled for good cause seek—further relief asheor —she

406| deems—appreopriate. Failure on three occasions with respect to

407| any single tax year to convene at the scheduled time of meetings

593-04075A-11

408 of the board shall constitute grounds for removal from office by

409 the Governor for neglect of duties.

410 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 194.034, Florida
411 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

412 194.034 Hearing procedures; rules.—

413 (2) In each case, except when a complaint is withdrawn by

414 the petitioner or is acknowledged as correct by the property
415| appraiser, the value adjustment board shall render a written
416| decision. All such decisions shall be issued within 20 calendar
417| days after ef the last day the board is in session under s.

418 194.032. The decision of the board shall contain findings of
419 fact and conclusions of law and shall include reasons for

420| wupholding or overturning the determination of the property

421 appraiser. When a special magistrate has been appointed, the
422 recommendations of the special magistrate shall be considered by
423 the board. The clerk, upon issuance of the decisions, shall, on
424 a form provided by the Department of Revenue, notify by first-
425 class mail each taxpayer andy the property appralsery—and—the
426| department of the decision of the board. If requested by the

427 Department of Revenue, the clerk shall provide these notices or

428 relevant statistics in the manner and form requested by the

429 department.
430 Section 14. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to

431 assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, subsection (1) of
432 section 194.035, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection

433 (4) is added to that section, to read:
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194.035 Special magistrates; property evaluators.—

593-04075A-11

(1) In counties having a population of more than 75,000,
the board shall appoint special magistrates for the purpose of
taking testimony and making recommendations to the board, which
recommendations the board may act upon without further hearing.
These special magistrates may not be elected or appointed
officials or employees of the county but shall be selected from
a list of those qualified individuals who are willing to serve
as special magistrates. Employees and elected or appointed
officials of a taxing jurisdiction or of the state may not serve
as special magistrates. The clerk of the board shall annually
notify such individuals or their professional associations to
make known to them that opportunities to serve as special
magistrates exist. The Department of Revenue shall provide a
list of qualified special magistrates to any county having with
a population of 75,000 or fewer dtess. Subject to appropriation,

the department shall reimburse counties having wifhk a population

of 75,000 or fewer +ess for payments made to special magistrates

appointed for the purpose of taking testimony and making

recommendations to the value adjustment board pursuant to this

section mh dormartmarnt o117 P s Pl S U P | o £
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counties—shaltbe prorated—acecordingty- If a county having a
population of fewer +ess than 75,000 does not appoint a special

magistrate to hear each petition, the person or persons
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designated to hear petitions before the value adjustment board

593-04075A-11

or the attorney appointed to advise the value adjustment board
shall attend the training provided pursuant to subsection (3),
regardless of whether the person would otherwise be required to
attend, but shall not be required to pay the tuition fee
specified in subsection (3). A special magistrate appointed to

hear issues of exemptions, deferrals, and classifications shall

be a member of The Florida Bar with no less than 5 years’
experience in the area of ad valorem taxation. A special

magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding the valuation of

real estate shall be a state-certified stateeertified real

estate appraiser with not less than 5 years’ experience in real
property valuation. A special magistrate appointed to hear
issues regarding the valuation of tangible personal property
shall be a designated member of a nationally recognized
appraiser’s organization with not less than 5 years’ experience
in tangible personal property valuation. A special magistrate
need not be a resident of the county in which he or she serves.
A special magistrate may not represent a person before the board
in any tax year during which he or she has served that board as
a special magistrate. Before appointing a special magistrate, a
value adjustment board shall verify the special magistrate’s
qualifications. The value adjustment board shall ensure that the
selection of special magistrates is based solely upon the
experience and qualifications of the special magistrate and is
not influenced by the property appraiser. The special magistrate
shall accurately and completely preserve all testimony and, in
making recommendations to the value adjustment board, shall

include proposed findings of fact, conclusions of law, and

Page 17 of 51
4/11/2011 11:54:12 AM




Florida Senate - 2011 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 2042

AR <2<

492 reasons for upholding or overturning the determination of the

593-04075A-11

493| property appraiser. The expense of hearings before magistrates
494| and any compensation of special magistrates shall be borne

495| three-fifths by the board of county commissioners and two-fifths
496| by the school board.

497 (4) (a) If, before a final decision, any communication is

498 received from a party concerning a complaint about a special

499| magistrate, a copy of the communication shall promptly be

500 furnished to all parties, the board clerk, and legal counsel for

501 the board. Such communication may not be furnished to the board

502 or special magistrate unless a copy is immediately furnished to

503 all parties. However, a party may waive notice under this

504| paragraph.
505 (b) The legal counsel for the board must review the

506| communication, obtain such other information regarding the

507 complaint as reasonably necessary, and advise the board as to

508 any action that should be taken in response to the

509| communication. Such action may include requiring the special

510| magistrate to implement the requirements of law or to reconsider

511 the recommended decision. The board may also remove a special

512| magistrate from serving further in an official capacity if he or

513 she subsequently fails to comply with the board’s action.

514 (c) A recommended decision may not be reconsidered as the

515| result of communications concerning a complaint until all

516| parties have been furnished all communications and have been

517 afforded adequate opportunity to respond.

518 (d) The board clerk shall notify the parties of any action

519 taken by the board concerning the complaint about the special

520| magistrate.
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Section 15. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to

593-04075A-11

assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, subsection (1) of
section 194.037, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

194.037 Disclosure of tax impact.—

(1) After hearing all petitions, complaints, appeals, and
disputes, the clerk shall make public notice of the findings and
results of the board in at least a quarter-page size
advertisement of a standard size or tabloid size newspaper, and
the headline shall be in a type no smaller than 18 point. The
advertisement shall not be placed in that portion of the
newspaper where legal notices and classified advertisements
appear. The advertisement shall be published in a newspaper of
general paid circulation in the county. The newspaper selected
shall be one of general interest and readership in the
community, and not one of limited subject matter, pursuant to
chapter 50. The headline shall read: TAX IMPACT OF VALUE
ADJUSTMENT BOARD. The public notice shall list the members of
the value adjustment board and the taxing authorities to which
they are elected. The form shall show, in columnar form, for
each of the property classes listed under subsection (2), the
following information, with appropriate column totals:

(a) In the first column, the number of parcels for which
the board granted exemptions that had been denied or that had
not been acted upon by the property appraiser.

(b) In the second column, the number of parcels for which
petitions were filed concerning a property tax exemption.

(c) In the third column, the number of parcels for which

exemption petitions were filed but were not considered by the

board because such petitions were withdrawn or settled prior to
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the board’s consideration.

(d)4e>r In the fourth #hird column,

593-04075A-11

the number of parcels
for which the board considered the petition and reduced the
assessment from that made by the property appraiser on the

initial assessment roll.
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(e) In the fifth column, the number of parcels for which
petitions were filed requesting a change in just or assessed
value,

(f) In the sixth column,

including requested changes in assessment classification.

the number of parcels for which

value petitions were filed but were not considered by the board

because such petitions were withdrawn or settled prior to the

board’s consideration.

(g)+£r In the seventh sixthkh column,

the net change in
county taxable value from the assessor’s initial roll which
results from board decisions.

(h)4e> In the eighth sewenth column, the net shift in taxes
to parcels not granted relief by the board. The shift shall be
computed as the amount shown in column 6 multiplied by the
applicable millage rates adopted by the taxing authorities in

200.065(2) (d)
9 (b)

but without adjustment as authorized pursuant to

hearings held pursuant to s. or adopted by vote of

the electors pursuant to s. or s. 12, Art. VII of the State
Constitution,
s. 200.065(0) .

been completed at the time the notice required herein is

If for any taxing authority the hearing has not

prepared, the millage rate used shall be that adopted in the
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hearing held pursuant to s. 200.065(2) (c) .

Section 16. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to
assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, subsection (2) of
section 194.171, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

194.171 Circuit court to have original jurisdiction in tax
cases.—

(2) No action shall be brought to contest a tax assessment
after 60 days from the date the assessment being contested is
certified for collection under s. 193.122(2), or after 60 days
from the date a decision is rendered concerning such assessment
by the value adjustment board if a petition contesting the
assessment had not received final action by the value adjustment
board prior to extension of the roll under s. 197.323. For

purposes of this subsection, the term “rendered” means a

decision issued by the value adjustment board and sent by first-

class mail to the petitioner as provided in s. 194.034(2).

Section 17. Effective July 1, 2011, paragraph (f) of
subsection (2) and subsection (3) of section 195.096, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

195.096 Review of assessment rolls.—

(2) The department shall conduct, no less frequently than
once every 2 years, an in-depth review of the assessment rolls
of each county. The department need not individually study every
use-class of property set forth in s. 195.073, but shall at a
minimum study the level of assessment in relation to just value
of each classification specified in subsection (3). Such in-
depth review may include proceedings of the value adjustment
board and the audit or review of procedures used by the counties

to appraise property.
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property assessment roll as a whole, and independently for the

593-04075A-11

following real property classes whenever the classes constituted
5 percent or more of the total assessed value of real property
in a county on the previous tax roll:

1. Residential property that consists of one primary living
unit, including, but not limited to, single-family residences,
condominiums, cooperatives, and mobile homes.

2. Residential property that consists of two or more
primary living units.

3. Agricultural, high-water recharge, historic property
used for commercial or certain nonprofit purposes, and other
use-valued property.

4. Vacant lots.

5. Nonagricultural acreage and other undeveloped parcels.

6. Improved commercial and industrial property.

7. Taxable institutional or governmental, utility, locally
assessed railroad, o0il, gas and mineral land, subsurface rights,

and other real property.

When one of the above classes constituted less than 5 percent of
the total assessed value of all real property in a county on the
previous assessment roll, the department may combine it with one
or more other classes of real property for purposes of
assessment ratio studies or use the weighted average of the
other classes for purposes of calculating the level of
assessment for all real property in a county. The department
shall also publish such results for any subclassifications of
the classes or assessment rolls it may have chosen to study.

(b) When necessary for compliance with s. 1011.62, and for
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those counties not being studied in the current year, the

593-04075A-11

department shall project value-weighted mean levels of
assessment for each county. The department shall make its
projection based upon the best information available, utilizing
professionally accepted methodology, and shall separately
allocate changes in total assessed value to:

1. New construction, additions, and deletions.

2. Changes in the value of the dollar.

3. Changes in the market value of property other than those
attributable to changes in the value of the dollar.

4. Changes in the level of assessment.

In lieu of the statistical and analytical measures published
pursuant to paragraph (2) (f) =), the department shall publish
details concerning the computation of estimated assessment
levels and the allocation of changes in assessed value for those
counties not subject to an in-depth review.

(c) Upon publication of data and findings as required by

this subsection, the department shall notify the committees of

the Senate and of the House of Representatives having oversight

responsibility for taxation and the appropriate property

appraiser and county commission chairperson or corresponding

official under a consolidated charter. Copies of the data and

findings shall be provided upon request.

Section 18. Section 195.0985, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.
Section 19. Section 195.099, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

195.099 Periodic review.—
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(1) (a) The department may shatt—periodieatly review the

assessments of new, rebuilt, and expanded business reported
according to s. 193.077(3), to ensure parity of level of
assessment with other classifications of property.

(b) This subsection shall expire on the date specified in
s. 290.016 for the expiration of the Florida Enterprise Zone
Act.

(2) The department may shali+ review the assessments of new
and expanded businesses granted an exemption pursuant to s.
196.1995 to ensure parity of level of assessment with other
classifications of property.

Section 20. Effective July 1, 2011, subsections (15) and
(16) of section 196.012, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

196.012 Definitions.—For the purpose of this chapter, the
following terms are defined as follows, except where the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

(15) “New business” means:

(a)d3= A business or nonprofit organization starting

operations in the state which will create new, full-time Jjobs

that the board of county commissioners or the governing

authority of a municipality has determined are jobs for which

the board or governing authority wishes to provide incentives

through ad valorem tax exemptions granted in accordance with the

requirements of s. 196.1995; establtishing +0—or more Jobs—teo

1
T
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Section 22. Subsection (5) is added to section 196.081,

Florida Statutes, to read:
196.081 Exemption for certain permanently and totally
disabled veterans and for surviving spouses of veterans.—

(5) An applicant for the exemption under this section may

apply for the exemption before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Government or United States

Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor. Upon receipt

of the documentation, the exemption shall be granted as of the

date of the original application and the excess taxes paid shall

be refunded. Any refund of excess taxes paid shall be limited to

the time period set forth in s. 197.182(1) (c).

Section 23. Subsection (6) is added to section 196.082,
Florida Statutes, to read:
196.082 Discounts for disabled veterans.—

(6) An applicant for the discount under this section may

apply for the discount before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Department of Veterans
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Affairs. Upon receipt of the documentation, the discount shall

593-04075A-11

be granted as of the date of the original application, and the

excess taxes paid shall be refunded. Any refund of excess taxes

paid shall be limited to the time period set forth in s.
197.182 (1) (c) .
Section 24. Subsection (4) is added to section 196.091,

Florida Statutes, to read:
196.091 Exemption for disabled veterans confined to
wheelchairs.—

(4) An applicant for the exemption under this section may

apply for the exemption before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Government or United States

Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor. Upon receipt

of the documentation, the exemption shall be granted as of the

date of the original application, and the excess taxes paid

shall be refunded. Any refund of excess taxes paid shall be

limited to the time period set forth in s. 197.182(1) (c).

Section 25. Subsection (8) is added to section 196.101,
Florida Statutes, to read:

196.101 Exemption for totally and permanently disabled
persons.—

(8) An applicant for the exemption under this section may

apply for the exemption before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Department of Veterans

Affairs or its predecessor. Upon receipt of the documentation,

the exemption shall be granted as of the date of the original

application, and the excess taxes paid shall be refunded. Any

refund of excess taxes paid shall be limited to the time period

set forth in s. 197.182(1) (c).
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Subsection (1) of section 196.121,

593-04075A-11
Section 26. Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
196.121 Homestead exemptions; forms.—

(1) The Department of Revenue shall provide, by electronic

h  +

T OO

[0)]

means or other methods designated by the department, furat

B

PAE R S EE2CN 2N
TTT— 1t

£V £+
omoC T —OT

a

printed forms to be filed by taxpayers claiming to be entitled
to said exemption and shall prescribe the content of such forms
by rule.

2011, section 196.1995,

Section 27. Effective July 1,

Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

196.1995 Economic development ad valorem tax exemption.—

(1) The board of county commissioners of any county or the
governing authority of any municipality shall call a referendum
within its total jurisdiction to determine whether its
respective jurisdiction may grant economic development ad
valorem tax exemptions under s. 3, Art. VII of the State
Constitution if:

(a) The board of county commissioners of the county or the
governing authority of the municipality votes to hold such
referendum; e

(b) The board of county commissioners of the county or the
governing authority of the municipality receives a petition
signed by 10 percent of the registered electors of its
respective jurisdiction, which petition calls for the holding of
such referendum; or

(c) The board of county commissioners of a charter county

receives a petition or initiative signed by the required

percentage of registered electors in accordance with the
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869| procedures established in the county’s charter for the enactment
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870 of ordinances or for approval of amendments of the charter,

871 including a county that has a charter requiring signatures from

872 fewer than 10 percent of its registered electors, which petition

873 or initiative calls for the holding of such referendum.

874 (2) The ballot gquestion in such referendum shall be in
875 substantially the following form:

876
877 Shall the board of county commissioners of this county (or the
878| governing authority of this municipality, or both) be authorized
879| to grant, pursuant to s. 3, Art. VII of the State Constitution,
880| property tax exemptions to new businesses and expansions of

881| existing businesses that are expected to create new, full-time

882 jobs and have been evaluated as being of economic interest to

883 the community?

884

885 .... Yes—For authority to grant exemptions.

886 .... No—Against authority to grant exemptions.

887

888 (3) The board of county commissioners or the governing

889 authority of the municipality that calls a referendum within its
890 total jurisdiction to determine whether its respective

891 jurisdiction may grant economic development ad valorem tax

892 exemptions may vote to limit the effect of the referendum to

893 authority to grant economic development tax exemptions for new
894| Dbusinesses and expansions of existing businesses located in an
895 enterprise zone or a brownfield area, as defined in s.

896| 376.79(4). If an area nominated to be an enterprise zone

897| pursuant to s. 290.0055 has not yet been designated pursuant to
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898 s. 290.0065, the board of county commissioners or the governing

593-04075A-11

899 authority of the municipality may call such referendum prior to
900| such designation; however, the authority to grant economic

901| development ad valorem tax exemptions does not apply until such
902 area 1s designated pursuant to s. 290.0065. The ballot question
903 in such referendum shall be in substantially the following form
904 and shall be used in lieu of the ballot question prescribed in
905| subsection (2):

906
907| Shall the board of county commissioners of this county (or the
908| governing authority of this municipality, or both) be authorized
909| to grant, pursuant to s. 3, Art. VII of the State Constitution,
910| property tax exemptions for new businesses and expansions of

911| existing businesses that whieh are located in an enterprise zone

912 or a brownfield area, are expected to create new, full-time

913 jobs, and have been evaluated as being of economic interest to

914 the community?

915

916 .... Yes—For authority to grant exemptions.

917 .... No—Against authority to grant exemptions.

918

919 (4) A referendum pursuant to this section may be called

920 only once in any l12-month period. If a referendum is called or

921 held on or before the effective date of any amendment to this

922 section, the board of county commissioners does not need to call

923 or hold another referendum.

924 (5) Upon a majority vote in favor of such authority, the

925| board of county commissioners or the governing authority of the

926| municipality, at its discretion, by ordinance may exempt from ad
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valorem taxation up to 100 percent of the assessed value of all

593-04075A-11

improvements to real property made by or for the use of a new
business and of all tangible personal property of such new
business, or up to 100 percent of the assessed value of all
added improvements to real property made to facilitate the
expansion of an existing business and of the net increase in all
tangible personal property acquired to facilitate such expansion
of an existing business, provided that the improvements to real
property are made or the tangible personal property is added or
increased on or after the day the ordinance is adopted. However,
if the authority to grant exemptions is approved in a referendum
in which the ballot question contained in subsection (3) appears
on the ballot, the authority of the board of county
commissioners or the governing authority of the municipality to
grant exemptions is limited solely to new businesses and
expansions of existing businesses that are located in an
enterprise zone or brownfield area. Property acquired to replace
existing property shall not be considered to facilitate a
business expansion. The exemption applies only to taxes levied
by the respective unit of government granting the exemption. The
exemption does not apply, however, to taxes levied for the
payment of bonds or to taxes authorized by a vote of the
electors pursuant to s. 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the State
Constitution. Any such exemption shall remain in effect for up
to 10 years with respect to any particular facility, regardless
of any change in the authority of the county or municipality to
grant such exemptions. The exemption shall not be prolonged or
extended by granting exemptions from additional taxes or by

virtue of any reorganization or sale of the business receiving
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956 the exemption.
957 (6) With respect to a new business as defined by s.

958 196.012(15) (b)+ey, the municipality annexing the property on

959| which the business is situated may grant an economic development
960 ad valorem tax exemption under this section to that business for
961 a period that will expire upon the expiration of the exemption
962 granted by the county. If the county renews the exemption under
963 subsection (7), the municipality may also extend its exemption.
964| A municipal economic development ad valorem tax exemption

965| granted under this subsection may not extend beyond the duration
966| of the county exemption.

967 (7) The authority to grant exemptions under this section
968 expires 10 years after the date such authority was approved in
969 an election, but such authority may be renewed for subsequent
970 10-year periods if each 10-year renewal is approved in a

971 referendum called and held pursuant to this section.

972 (8) Any person, firm, or corporation which desires an

973| economic development ad valorem tax exemption shall, in the year
974 the exemption is desired to take effect, file a written

975 application on a form prescribed by the department with the

976| board of county commissioners or the governing authority of the
977| municipality, or both. The application shall request the

978 adoption of an ordinance granting the applicant an exemption

979| pursuant to this section and shall include the following

980 information:

981 (2) The name and location of the new business or the

982| expansion of an existing business;

983 (b) A description of the improvements to real property for

984| which an exemption is requested and the date of commencement of
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985 construction of such improvements;
986 (c) A description of the tangible personal property for

987| which an exemption is requested and the dates when such property
988 was or is to be purchased;

989 (d) Proof, to the satisfaction of the board of county

990 commissioners or the governing authority of the municipality,
991 that the applicant is a new business or an expansion of an

992 existing business, as defined in s. 196.012(15) or (16);

993 (e) The number of jobs the applicant expects to create

994 along with the average and median wage of the jobs and whether

995| the jobs are full-time or part-time;

996 (f) The expected time schedule for job creation; and

997 (g) ey Other information deemed necessary by the

998 department.

999 (9) Before it takes action on the application, the board of
1000 county commissioners or the governing authority of the
1001| municipality shall deliver a copy of the application to the
1002| property appraiser of the county. After careful consideration,
1003| the property appraiser shall report the following information to
1004 the board of county commissioners or the governing authority of
1005 the municipality:

1006 (a) The total revenue available to the county or

1007| municipality for the current fiscal year from ad valorem tax
1008 sources, or an estimate of such revenue if the actual total

1009| revenue available cannot be determined;

1010 (b) Any revenue lost to the county or municipality for the
1011 current fiscal year by virtue of exemptions previously granted
1012 under this section, or an estimate of such revenue if the actual

1013 revenue lost cannot be determined;
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(c) An estimate of the revenue which would be lost to the

593-04075A-11

county or municipality during the current fiscal year if the
exemption applied for were granted had the property for which
the exemption is requested otherwise been subject to taxation;
and

(d) A determination as to whether the property for which an
exemption is requested is to be incorporated into a new business
or the expansion of an existing business, as defined in s.
196.012(15) or (16), or into neither, which determination the
property appraiser shall also affix to the face of the
application. Upon the request of the property appraiser, the
department shall provide to him or her such information as it
may have available to assist in making such determination.

(10) The board of county commissioners or the governing

authority of the municipality may consider any economically

related characteristics or criteria deemed necessary or

appropriate when exercising its discretion whether to approve or

reject an application for an exemption but, at a minimum, must

consider the following:

(a) The total number of new jobs to be created by the

applicant.

(b) The average wage and median wage of the new jobs.

(c) The capital investment to be made by the applicant.

(d) Whether the business or operation qualifies as an

industry that the board of county commissioners or the governing

authority of the municipality may target.

(e) The environmental impact of the proposed business or

operation.

(f) The extent to which the applicant intends to source its
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supplies and materials within the applicable jurisdiction.

593-04075A-11

The Legislature intends to vest counties and municipalities with

as much discretion as legally permissible to determine the new

jobs for which incentives should be provided through the

granting of ad valorem tax exemptions under this section.

(11)4+6) An ordinance granting an exemption under this
section shall be adopted in the same manner as any other
ordinance of the county or municipality and shall include the
following:

(a) The name and address of the new business or expansion
of an existing business to which the exemption is granted;

(b) The total amount of revenue available to the county or
municipality from ad valorem tax sources for the current fiscal
year, the total amount of revenue lost to the county or
municipality for the current fiscal year by virtue of economic
development ad valorem tax exemptions currently in effect, and
the estimated revenue loss to the county or municipality for the
current fiscal year attributable to the exemption of the
business named in the ordinance;

(c) The period of time, not to exceed 10 years, for which

the exemption will remain in effect and the expiration date of
the exemption; and

(d) A finding that the business named in the ordinance
meets the requirements of s. 196.012(15) or (16).

(12) Upon approval of an application for a tax exemption

under this section, the board of county commissioners or the

governing authority of the municipality and the applicant may

enter into a written tax exemption agreement, which may include
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performance criteria and must be consistent with the

593-04075A-11

requirements of this section or other applicable laws. The

agreement must require the applicant to report at a specific

time before the expiration of the exemption the actual number of

new, full-time jobs created and their actual average and median

wage. The agreement may provide the board of county

commissioners or the governing authority of the municipality

with authority to revoke, in whole or in part, the exemption if

the applicant fails to meet the expectations and representations

described in subsection (8).

Section 28. Section 196.202, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

196.202 Property of widows, widowers, blind persons, and
persons totally and permanently disabled.—

(1) Property to the value of $500 of every widow, widower,
blind person, or totally and permanently disabled person who is
a bona fide resident of this state shall be exempt from
taxation. As used in this section, the term “totally and
permanently disabled person” means a person who is currently
certified by a physician licensed in this state, by the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor, or by
the Social Security Administration to be totally and permanently
disabled.

(2) An applicant for the exemption under this section may

apply for the exemption before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Department of Veterans

Affairs or its predecessor or from the Social Security

Administration. Upon receipt of the documentation, the exemption

shall be granted as of the date of the original application, and
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the excess taxes paid shall be refunded. Any refund of excess
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taxes paid shall be limited to the time period set forth in s.
197.182 (1) (c) .
Section 29. Section 196.24, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

196.24 Exemption for disabled ex-servicemember or surviving
spouse; evidence of disability.—

(1) Any ex-servicemember, as defined in s. 196.012, who is
a bona fide resident of the state, who was discharged under
honorable conditions, and who has been disabled to a degree of
10 percent or more while serving during a period of wartime
service as defined in s. 1.01(14), or by misfortune, is entitled
to the exemption from taxation provided for in s. 3(b), Art. VII
of the State Constitution as provided in this section. Property
to the value of $5,000 of such a person is exempt from taxation.
The production by him or her of a certificate of disability from
the United States Government or the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs or its predecessor before the property
appraiser of the county wherein the ex-servicemember’s property
lies is prima facie evidence of the fact that he or she is
entitled to the exemption. The unremarried surviving spouse of
such a disabled ex-servicemember who, on the date of the
disabled ex-servicemember’s death, had been married to the
disabled ex-servicemember for at least 5 years is also entitled
to the exemption.

(2) An applicant for the exemption under this section may

apply for the exemption before receiving the necessary

documentation from the United States Department of Veterans

Affairs or its predecessor. Upon receipt of the documentation,

Page 39 of 51
4/11/2011 11:54:12 AM




1130
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158

Florida Senate - 2011 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 2042

AR <2<

the exemption shall be granted as of the date of the original
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application, and the excess taxes paid shall be refunded. Any

refund of excess taxes paid shall be limited to the time period
set forth in s. 197.182(1) (c).

Section 30. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
197.182, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

197.182 Department of Revenue to pass upon and order
refunds.—

(1)

(i) If the refund is not one that can be directly acted
upon by the tax collector, for which an order from the
department is required, the tax collector shall forward the
claim for refund to the department upon receipt of the
correction from the property appraiser or 30 days after the
claim for refund, whichever occurs first. This provision does
not apply to corrections resulting in refunds of less than
$2,500 $4686, which the tax collector shall make directly,
without order from the department, and from undistributed funds,
and may make without approval of the various taxing authorities.

Section 31. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to
assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, paragraph (b) of
subsection (2) of section 197.253, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

197.253 Homestead tax deferral; application.—

(2)

(b) Appeals of the decision of the tax collector to the
value adjustment board shall be in writing on a form prescribed
by the department and furnished by the tax collector. Such
appeal shall be filed with the value adjustment board as
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shall review the application and the evidence presented to the
tax collector upon which the applicant based his or her claim
for tax deferral and, at the election of the applicant, shall
hear the applicant in person, or by agent on the applicant’s
behalf, on his or her right to homestead tax deferral. The value
adjustment board shall reverse the decision of the tax collector
and grant homestead tax deferral to the applicant, i1if in its
judgment the applicant is entitled thereto, or affirm the
decision of the tax collector. Such action of the value
adjustment board shall be final unless the applicant or tax
collector or other lienholder, within 15 days from the date of
disapproval of the application by the board, files in the
circuit court of the county in which the property is located, a
proceeding for a declaratory judgment or other appropriate
proceeding.

Section 32. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to
assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, paragraph (b) of
subsection (2) of section 197.3041, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

197.3041 Tax deferral for recreational and commercial
working waterfronts; application.—

(2)

(b) An appeal of the decision of the tax collector to the
value adjustment board must be in writing on a form prescribed
by the department and furnished by the tax collector. The appeal

must be filed with the value adjustment board as provided in s.

194 Oll atrharn 290 Aoz L4~ + 1 RN I IR N AP PN - £ + 1
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1189 the appeal within 30 days after receipt. The value adjustment
1190| Dboard shall review the application and the evidence presented to
1191 the tax collector upon which the applicant based his or her

1192 claim for tax deferral and, at the election of the applicant,
1193 shall hear the applicant in person, or by agent on the

1194 applicant’s behalf, on his or her right to the tax deferral. The
1195| wvalue adjustment board shall reverse the decision of the tax
1196 collector and grant a tax deferral to the applicant if, in its
1197 judgment, the applicant is entitled to the tax deferral or shall
1198 affirm the decision of the tax collector. Action by the value
1199 adjustment board is final unless the applicant or tax collector
1200 or other lienholder, within 15 days after the date of

1201 disapproval of the application by the board, files in the

1202 circuit court of the county in which the property is located a
1203 de novo proceeding for a declaratory judgment or other

1204 appropriate proceeding.

1205 Section 33. Effective July 1, 2011, and applying to

1206 assessments beginning with the 2011 tax year, paragraph (b) of
1207 subsection (2) of section 197.3073, Florida Statutes, is amended
1208 to read:

1209 197.3073 Deferral application.—

1210 (2) The tax collector shall consider and render his or her
1211 findings, determinations, and decision on each annual

1212 application for a deferral for affordable rental housing within
1213 45 days after the date the application is filed. The tax

1214 collector shall exercise reasonable discretion based upon

1215| applicable information available under this section. The

1216| determinations and findings of the tax collector are not quasi-
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judicial and are subject exclusively to review by the value
adjustment board as provided by this section. A tax collector
who finds that a property owner is entitled to the deferral
shall approve the application and file the application in the
permanent records.

(b) An appeal by the property owner of the decision of the
tax collector to deny the deferral must be submitted to the
value adjustment board on a form prescribed by the department
and furnished by the tax collector. The appeal must be filed
with the value adjustment board as provided in s. 194.011 within

20N Aoz o
Oy S o

fter—the applicant!ls—receipt—o fee—of
disappreovat, and the board must approve or disapprove the appeal
within 30 days after receipt of the appeal. The value adjustment
board shall review the application and the evidence presented to
the tax collector upon which the property owner based a claim
for deferral and, at the election of the property owner, shall
hear the property owner in person, or by agent on the property
owner’s behalf, concerning his or her right to the deferral. The
value adjustment board shall reverse the decision of the tax
collector and grant a deferral to the property owner if, in its
judgment, the property owner is entitled to the deferral or
shall affirm the decision of the tax collector. Action by the
value adjustment board is final unless the property owner or tax
collector or other lienholder, within 15 days after the date of
disapproval of the application by the board, files for a de novo
proceeding for a declaratory judgment or other appropriate
proceeding in the circuit court of the county in which the
property is located.

Section 34. Effective July 1, 2011, paragraph (a) of
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200.065, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
200.065 Method of fixing millage.—

593-04075A-11

(5) Beginning in the 2009-2010 fiscal year and in each year
thereafter:

(a) The maximum millage rate that a county, municipality,
special district dependent to a county or municipality,
municipal service taxing unit, or independent special district
may levy is a rolled-back rate based on the amount of taxes
which would have been levied in the prior year if the maximum
millage rate had been applied, adjusted for change in per capita
Florida personal income, unless a higher rate was +s adopted, in
which case the maximum is the adopted rate. The maximum millage
rate applicable to a county authorized to levy a county public
hospital surtax under s. 212.055 and which did so in fiscal year
2007 shall exclude the revenues required to be contributed to
the county public general hospital in the current fiscal year
for the purposes of making the maximum millage rate calculation,
but shall be added back to the maximum millage rate allowed
after the roll back has been applied, the total of which shall
be considered the maximum millage rate for such a county for
purposes of this subsection. The revenue required to be
contributed to the county public general hospital for the
upcoming fiscal year shall be calculated as 11.873 percent times
the millage rate levied for countywide purposes in fiscal year
2007 times 95 percent of the preliminary tax roll for the
upcoming fiscal year. A higher rate may be adopted only under
the following conditions:

1. A rate of not more than 110 percent of the rolled-back
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1276 for change in per capita Florida personal income, may be adopted
1277 if approved by a two-thirds vote of the membership of the

1278| governing body of the county, municipality, or independent

1279| district; or

1280 2. A rate in excess of 110 percent may be adopted if

1281 approved by a unanimous vote of the membership of the governing
1282| Dbody of the county, municipality, or independent district or by
1283| a three-fourths vote of the membership of the governing body if
1284| the governing body has nine or more members, or if the rate 1is
1285 approved by a referendum.

1286
1287| Any unit of government operating under a home rule charter

1288 adopted pursuant to ss. 10, 11, and 24, Art. VIII of the State
1289 Constitution of 1885, as preserved by s. 6(e), Art. VIII of the
1290 State Constitution of 1968, which is granted the authority in
1291 the State Constitution to exercise all the powers conferred now
1292 or hereafter by general law upon municipalities and which

1293 exercises such powers in the unincorporated area shall be

1294 recognized as a municipality under this subsection. For a

1295| downtown development authority established before the effective
1296| date of the 1968 State Constitution which has a millage that
1297| must be approved by a municipality, the governing body of that
1298| municipality shall be considered the governing body of the

1299| downtown development authority for purposes of this subsection.
1300 (10) (a) In addition to the notice required in subsection
1301 (3), a district school board shall publish a second notice of
1302 intent to levy capital outlay and capital improvement additienat
1303 taxes under s. 1011.71(2) and (3). Such notice shall specify the
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projects or number of school buses anticipated to be funded by

such capital outlay and capital improvement additienat taxes and

shall be published in the size, within the time periods,
adjacent to, and in substantial conformity with the
advertisement required under subsection (3). The projects shall
be listed in priority within each category as follows:
construction and remodeling; maintenance, renovation, and
repair; motor vehicle purchases; new and replacement equipment;
payments for educational facilities and sites due under a lease-
purchase agreement; payments for renting and leasing educational
facilities and sites; payments of loans approved pursuant to ss.
1011.14 and 1011.15; payment of costs of compliance with
environmental statutes and reqgulations; payment of premiums for
property and casualty insurance necessary to insure the
educational and ancillary plants of the school district; payment
of costs of leasing relocatable educational facilities; and
payments to private entities to offset the cost of school buses
pursuant to s. 1011.71(2) (i) . The additional notice shall be in
the following form, except that if the district school board is
proposing to levy the same millage under s. 1011.71(2) and (3)
which it levied in the prior year, the words “continue to” shall
be inserted before the word “impose” in the first sentence, and
except that the second sentence of the second paragraph shall be
deleted if the district is advertising pursuant to paragraph

(3) (e):

NOTICE OF TAX FOR SCHOOL
CAPITAL OUTLAY
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1333 The ... (name of school district)... will soon consider a
1334| measure to impose a ... (number)... mill property tax for the

1335| capital outlay projects listed herein.

1336 This tax is in addition to the school board’s proposed tax
1337 of ... (number)... mills for operating expenses and is proposed

1338 solely at the discretion of the school board. THE PROPOSED

1339 COMBINED SCHOOL BOARD TAX INCREASE FOR BOTH OPERATING EXPENSES

1340 AND CAPITAL OUTLAY IS SHOWN IN THE ADJACENT NOTICE.

1341 The capital outlay tax will generate approximately

1342 $...(amount) ..., to be used for the following projects:

1343

1344 ...(list of capital outlay projects)...

1345

1346 All concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing to
1347 be held on ... (date and time)... at ... (meeting place)....
1348 A DECISION on the proposed CAPITAL OUTLAY TAXES will be

1349| made at this hearing.

1350 Section 35. Subsection (11) is added to section 200.069,
1351 Florida Statutes, to read:

1352 200.069 Notice of proposed property taxes and non-ad

1353| wvalorem assessments.—Pursuant to s. 200.065(2) (b), the property
1354 appraiser, in the name of the taxing authorities and local

1355 governing boards levying non-ad valorem assessments within his
1356 or her jurisdiction and at the expense of the county, shall
1357| prepare and deliver by first-class mail to each taxpayer to be
1358 listed on the current year’s assessment roll a notice of

1359| proposed property taxes, which notice shall contain the elements
1360 and use the format provided in the following form.

1361| Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 195.022, no county officer
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shall use a form other than that provided herein. The Department
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of Revenue may adjust the spacing and placement on the form of
the elements listed in this section as it considers necessary
based on changes in conditions necessitated by various taxing
authorities. If the elements are in the order listed, the
placement of the listed columns may be varied at the discretion
and expense of the property appraiser, and the property
appraiser may use printing technology and devices to complete
the form, the spacing, and the placement of the information in
the columns. A county officer may use a form other than that
provided by the department for purposes of this part, but only
if his or her office pays the related expenses and he or she
obtains prior written permission from the executive director of
the department; however, a county officer may not use a form the
substantive content of which is at variance with the form
prescribed by the department. The county officer may continue to
use such an approved form until the law that specifies the form
is amended or repealed or until the officer receives written
disapproval from the executive director.

(11) At the request of the governing body of the county,

the property appraiser shall mail an additional form to each

taxpayer within his or her jurisdiction along with the notice of

proposed taxes. Any costs related to this form shall be borne by

the county. The form may include information regarding the

proposed budget for the county, inform taxpayers of the portion

of the proposed nonvoted county millage rate which is

attributable to each constitutional officer and the county

commission, and include:

(a) The dollar value of proposed nonvoted property tax
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commission;

(b) The percent of the total nonvoted property tax revenues

designated for each constitutional officer and the county

commission in the proposed budget; and

(c) The proposed nonvoted millage rate for each

constitutional officer and the county commission, calculated by

multiplying the percent of the total nonvoted property tax

revenues designated for each entity by the county’s proposed

nonvoted millage rate.

Section 36. Effective July 1, 2011, subsection (2) of
section 218.12, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

218.12 Appropriations to offset reductions in ad valorem
tax revenue in fiscally constrained counties.—

(2) On or before November 15 of each year, beginning in
2008, each fiscally constrained county shall apply to the
Department of Revenue to participate in the distribution of the
appropriation and provide documentation supporting the county’s
estimated reduction in ad valorem tax revenue in the form and
manner prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The
documentation must include an estimate of the reduction in
taxable value directly attributable to revisions of Art. VII of
the State Constitution for all county taxing jurisdictions
within the county and shall be prepared by the property
appraiser in each fiscally constrained county. The documentation
must also include the county millage rates applicable in all
such jurisdictions for both the current year and the prior year;

rolled-back rates, determined as provided in s. 200.065(5)

2806065, for each county taxing jurisdiction; and maximum

Page 49 of 51
4/11/2011 11:54:12 AM




Florida Senate - 2011 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
Bill No. SB 2042

AR <2<

1420| millage rates that could have been levied by majority vote

593-04075A-11

1421| pursuant to s. 200.185. For purposes of this section, each

1422| fiscally constrained county’s reduction in ad valorem tax

1423 revenue shall be calculated as 95 percent of the estimated

1424 reduction in taxable value times the lesser of the 2007

1425| applicable millage rate or the applicable millage rate for each
1426| county taxing jurisdiction in the current prier year. If any
1427 fiscally constrained county fails to apply for the distribution,

1428 its share shall revert to the fund from which the appropriation

1429 was made.

1430 Section 37. Effective July 1, 2011, subsection (2) of

1431 section 218.125, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1432 218.125 Offset for tax loss associated with certain

1433 constitutional amendments affecting fiscally constrained

1434 counties.—

1435 (2) On or before November 15 of each year, beginning in
1436 2010, each fiscally constrained county shall apply to the

1437 Department of Revenue to participate in the distribution of the
1438 appropriation and provide documentation supporting the county’s
1439| estimated reduction in ad valorem tax revenue in the form and
1440 manner prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The

1441 documentation must include an estimate of the reduction in

1442 taxable value directly attributable to revisions of Art. VII of
1443 the State Constitution for all county taxing jurisdictions

1444 within the county and shall be prepared by the property

1445| appraiser in each fiscally constrained county. The documentation
1446| must also include the county millage rates applicable in all

1447 such jurisdictions for the current year and the prior year,

1448 rolled-back rates determined as provided in s. 200.065 for each
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1449 county taxing Jjurisdiction, and maximum millage rates that could

1450 have been levied by majority vote pursuant to s. 200.065(5)

1451 266<-3+85. For purposes of this section, each fiscally constrained
1452 county’s reduction in ad valorem tax revenue shall be calculated
1453| as 95 percent of the estimated reduction in taxable wvalue

1454| multiplied by the lesser of the 2010 applicable millage rate or
1455| the applicable millage rate for each county taxing jurisdiction

1456 in the current p¥ier year. If any fiscally constrained county

1457| fails to apply for the distribution, its share shall revert to

1458 the fund from which the appropriation was made.

1459 Section 38. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

1460 act, this act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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