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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to legislative relief acts; amending
s. 11.02, F.S.; deleting provisions requiring public
notice of relief acts; amending s. 11.047, F.S.;
deleting a provision exempting claim bills from
contingency fee prohibitions; repealing s. 11.065,
F.S., relating to the presentation of claims for
relief to the Legislature; amending s. 11.066, F.S.;
deleting a provision authorizing a judgment creditor
to petition the Legislature for an appropriation to
pay such judgment; amending s. 17.26, F.S.; deleting a
provision authorizing a person entitled to payment on
a state obligation to petition the Legislature for
payment if such obligation becomes unenforceable under
law; amending s. 215.425, F.S.; deleting a provision
authorizing an appropriation or the payment of a claim
for additional compensation of a state officer, agent,
or contractor; amending s. 250.34, F.S.; deleting a
provision authorizing the presentation of a claim bill
by members of the Florida National Guard in addition
to the receipt of certain disability and death
benefits provided under law; amending s. 768.28, F.S.;
deleting a provision authorizing a tort claimant to
present claims or judgments in excess of the limited
waiver of sovereign immunity to the Legislature for

payment; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Section 11.02, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to
read:

1.02 Notice of special or local legislation er—eexrtain

Hh

aets.—The notice required to obtain special or local

=065 shall be by

el
[ S N S

H-

leglslation er—anyrelief aetspeetrfied3n——5=

publishing the identical notice in each county involved in some
newspaper as defined in chapter 50 published in or circulated
throughout the county or counties where the matter or thing to
be affected by such legislation shall be situated one time at
least 30 days before introduction of the proposed law into the
Legislature or, there being no newspaper circulated throughout
or published in the county, by posting for at least 30 days at
not less than three public places in the county or each of the
counties, one of which places shall be at the courthouse in the
county or counties where the matter or thing to be affected by
such legislation shall be situated. Notice of special or local
legislation shall state the substance of the contemplated law,

as required by s. 10, Art. III of the State Constitution. Netiee
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Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 11.047, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

11.047 Contingency fees; prohibitions; penalties.—

(2) No person may, in whole or in part, pay, give, or

receive, or agree to pay, give, or receive, a contingency fee.
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Section 3. Section 11.065, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
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(1) No extra compensation shall be made to any officer,

agent, employee, or contractor after the service has been

rendered or the contract made;—smeor—shaltl—any money—be
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However, when adopting salary schedules for a fiscal year, a
district school board or community college district board of
trustees may apply the schedule for payment of all services
rendered after subseguent—te July 1 of that fiscal year.

(2) This section does not apply to:

(a) A bonus or severance pay that is paid wholly from
nontax revenues and nonstate-appropriated funds, the payment and
receipt of which does not otherwise violate part III of chapter
112, and which is paid to an officer, agent, employee, or
contractor of a public hospital that is operated by a county or
a special district; or

(b) A clothing and maintenance allowance given to
30.49.

or resolution designed to

plainclothes deputies pursuant to s.

(3) Any policy, ordinance, rule,
implement a bonus scheme must:

(a) Base the award of a bonus on work performance;

(b) Describe the performance standards and evaluation
process by which a bonus will be awarded;

(c) Notify all employees of the policy, ordinance, rule, or
resolution before the beginning of the evaluation period on
which a bonus will be based; and

(d) Consider all employees for the bonus.
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117 (4) (a) On or after July 1, 2011, a unit of government that
118 enters into a contract or employment agreement, or renewal or
119| renegotiation of an existing contract or employment agreement,
120| that contains a provision for severance pay with an officer,
121 agent, employee, or contractor must include the following
122| provisions in the contract:
123 1. A requirement that severance pay provided may not exceed
124 an amount greater than 20 weeks of compensation.
125 2. A prohibition of provision of severance pay when the
126 officer, agent, employee, or contractor has been fired for
127 misconduct, as defined in s. 443.036(30), by the unit of
128 government.
129 (b) On or after July 1, 2011, an officer, agent, employee,
130 or contractor may receive severance pay that is not provided for
131 in a contract or employment agreement if the severance pay
132 represents the settlement of an employment dispute. Such
133 severance pay may not exceed an amount greater than 6 weeks of
134 compensation. The settlement may not include provisions that
135 limit the ability of any party to the settlement to discuss the
136| dispute or settlement.
137 (c) This subsection does not create an entitlement to
138 severance pay in the absence of its authorization.
139 (d) As used in this subsection, the term “severance pay”
140| means the actual or constructive compensation, including salary,
141| Dbenefits, or perquisites, for employment services yet to be
142 rendered which is provided to an employee who has recently been
143 or is about to be terminated. The term does not include

144 compensation for:

145 1. Earned and accrued annual, sick, compensatory, or
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administrative leave;

2. Early retirement under provisions established in an
actuarially funded pension plan subject to part VII of chapter
112; or

3. Any subsidy for the cost of a group insurance plan
available to an employee upon normal or disability retirement
that is by policy available to all employees of the unit of
government pursuant to the unit’s health insurance plan. This
subparagraph may not be construed to limit the ability of a unit
of government to reduce or eliminate such subsidies.

(5) Any agreement or contract, executed on or after July 1,
2011, which involves extra compensation between a unit of
government and an officer, agent, employee, or contractor may
not include provisions that limit the ability of any party to
the agreement or contract to discuss the agreement or contract.

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 250.34, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

250.34 Injury or death on state active duty.—

(4) Each member of the Florida National Guard who is
killed, or who dies as the result of injuries incurred, while on
state active duty under competent orders qualifies for benefits
as a law enforcement officer pursuant to s. 112.19 or any
successor statute providing for death benefits for law
enforcement officers, and the decedent’s survivors or estate are

entitled to the death benefits provided in s. 112.19. Hewevers
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Section 8. Subsection (5) of section 768.28, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

768.28 Waiver of sovereign immunity in tort actions;
recovery limits; limitation on attorney fees; statute of
limitations; exclusions; indemnification; risk management
programs.—

(5) The state and its agencies and subdivisions shall be
liable for tort claims in the same manner and to the same extent
as a private individual under like circumstances, but liability
shall not include punitive damages or interest for the period
before judgment. Neither the state nor its agencies or
subdivisions shall be liable to pay a claim or a judgment by any
one person which exceeds the sum of $200,000 or any claim or
judgment, or portions thereof, which, when totaled with all

other claims or judgments paid by the state or its agencies or

subdivisions arising out of the same incident or occurrence,

exceeds the sum of $300,000. Hewever—a Fudgment—or Judgments
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immunity provided herein, the state or an agency or subdivision
thereof may agree, within the limits of insurance coverage
provided, to settle a claim made or a judgment rendered against

it in excess of the $200,000 or $300,000 waiver provided above
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tu¥re, but the state or
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agency or subdivision thereof shall not be deemed to have waived

Page 7 of 8

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2014 SB 200

29-00302-14 2014200
204 any defense of sovereign immunity or to have increased the
205 limits of its liability as a result of its obtaining insurance
206 coverage for tortious acts in excess of the $200,000 or $300,000
207| wailver previded—abewve. The limitations of liability set forth in
208 this subsection shall apply to the state and its agencies and

209 subdivisions regardless of whether er—met the state or its

210 agencies or subdivisions possessed sovereign immunity before
211} July 1, 1974.
212 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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