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The Honorable Andy Gardiner 
President, The Florida Senate 
Suite 409, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

 
Re: SB 50 – Senator Flores 
  HB 3537 – Representative Jose Felix Diaz 

Relief of Altavious Carter by the Palm Beach County School Board 
 

SPECIAL MASTER’S FINAL REPORT 
 
 THIS IS A CONTESTED CLAIM FOR $944,034.30 BASED 

ON A JURY AWARD FOR ALTAVIOUS CARTER 
(CLAIMANT) AGAINST THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM 
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO COMPENSATE 
CLAIMANT FOR DAMAGES HE SUSTAINED WHEN A 
SCHOOL BUS CRASHED INTO THE REAR END OF A VAN 
IN WHICH HE WAS A PASSENGER. 
 

 
CURRENT STATUS: On February 3, 2011, an administrative law judge from the 

Division of Administrative Hearings, serving as a Senate 
special master, held a de novo hearing on a previous version 
of this bill, SB 26 (2012). After the hearing, the judge issued a 
report containing findings of fact and conclusions of law and 
recommended that the bill be reported favorably with an 
amendment. That report is attached as an addendum to this 
report. 
 
Due to the passage of time since the hearing, the Senate 
President reassigned the claim to me, Jason Hand. My 
responsibilities were to review the records relating to the claim 
bill, be available for questions from the members, and 
determine whether any changes have occurred since the 
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hearing, which if known at the hearing, might have 
significantly altered the findings or recommendation in the 
previous report. 
 
According to counsel for the parties, there have been no 
substantial changes in the facts and circumstances for the 
underlying claim. Accordingly, I find no cause to alter the 
findings and recommendations of the original report, including 
the recommendation in the “Other Issues” section of the 
original report, which recommended that the claim bill be 
amended to add the August 4, 2010, Final Cost Judgment 
costs of $50,394.52 (in response to Plaintiff’s Motion to Tax 
Costs). This addition would raise the total amount of the claim 
bill from $994,034.30 to $1,044,428.82. However, given that 
this recommendation has not been included in the claim bills 
for this issue (such bills are identified below), I recommend SB 
50 favorably. 
 
Additionally, the prior claim bills, SB 26 (2012)(died in Special 
Master on Claims Bills), SB 30 (2013)(died in Judiciary 
Committee), SB 38 (2014)(withdrawn), and SB 72 (2015)(died 
in Appropriations Committee) are effectively identical to claim 
bill filed for the 2016 Legislative Session. 
 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jason Hand 
Senate Special Master 

cc: Debbie Brown, Secretary of the Senate 
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