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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RS
04/03/2017

The Committee on Education (Simmons) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 167 and 168
insert:

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1) of
section 1003.4156, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.4156 General requirements for middle grades
promotion.—

(1) In order for a student to be promoted to high school
from a school that includes middle grades 6, 7, and 8, the

student must successfully complete the following courses:
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(b) Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics.
Each school that includes middle grades must offer at least one
high school level mathematics course for which students may earn
high school credit. Successful completion of a high school level

Algebra I er—Geemetry course is not contingent upon the

student’s performance on the statewide, standardized Algebra I
end-of-course (EOC) assessment. To earn high school credit for
Algebra I, a middle grades student must take the statewide,

standardized Algebra I EOC assessment and pass the course, and,

in addition, kegianimg—with the 261320614 seqoct—vear—and
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rade T S e~ o 1 v da+ £ o~ maot vz St
g . TOCoOTrit g SCIoo0TrCTrCOrc o o oCtomCTcrry Courr sty

2013—sechool—vyear+ One of these courses must be at least a one-
semester civics education course that includes the roles and
responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments; the
structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and
judicial branches of government; and the meaning and
significance of historic documents, such as the Articles of

Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the

Constitution of the United States. Begimningwith—the 2013-2014
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grade~ A middle grades student who transfers into the state’s
public school system from out of country, out of state, a
private school, or a home education program after the beginning
of the second term of grade 8 is not required to meet the civics
education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if
the student’s transcript documents passage of three courses in
social studies or two year-long courses in social studies that

include coverage of civics education.

Each school must inform parents about the course curriculum and
activities. Each student shall complete a personal education
plan that must be signed by the student and the student’s
parent. The Department of Education shall develop course
frameworks and professional development materials for the career
and education planning course. The course may be implemented as
a stand-alone course or integrated into another course or
courses. The Commissioner of Education shall collect
longitudinal high school course enrollment data by student
ethnicity in order to analyze course-taking patterns.

Section 4. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (3) and
subsections (7) and (9) of section 1003.4282, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—

(3) STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA; COURSE AND ASSESSMENT
REQUIREMENTS.—

(b) Four credits in mathematics.—A student must earn one
credit in Algebra I and one credit in Geometry. A student’s

performance on the statewide, standardized Algebra I end-of-
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course (EOC) assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s
final course grade. A student must pass the statewide,
standardized Algebra I EOC assessment, or earn a comparative

score, 1n order to earn a standard high school diploma. &
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pereen
student who earns an industry certification for which there is a
statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the
State Board of Education may substitute the certification for
one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur for up to two
mathematics credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

(d) Three credits in social studies.—A student must earn
one credit in United States History; one credit in World
History; one-half credit in economics, which must include

financial literacy; and one-half credit in United States

Government. FheUnitedStates Histeory o —assessment—econstitutes
30—pereent—ofthe student! sfinal—ecourse—grades

(7) UNIFORM TRANSFER OF HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS. Begianing—with
the 201 2—2013—sehoot—yeary> If a student transfers to a Florida

public high school from out of country, out of state, a private
school, or a home education program and the student’s transcript
shows a credit in Algebra I, the student must pass the
statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment in order to
earn a standard high school diploma unless the student earned a

comparative score, passed a statewide assessment in Algebra I
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administered by the transferring entity, or passed the statewide
Mathematics assessment the transferring entity uses to satisfy
the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act,
20 U.S.C. s. 6301. If a student’s transcript shows a credit in
high school reading or English Language Arts II or III, in order
to earn a standard high school diploma, the student must take
and pass the statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment
or, when implemented, the grade 10 ELA assessment, or earn a

concordant score. If a transfer student’s transcript shows a

final course grade and course credit in Algebra I or—Geemetryy

Biology I+—erHnited—StatesHistery, the transferring course
final grade and credit shall be honored without the student
taking the requisite statewide, standardized EOC assessment and
without the assessment result ¥esuwtts constituting 30 percent of
the student’s final course grade.

(9) COHORT TRANSITION TO NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.—The
requirements of this section, in addition to applying to
students entering grade 9 in the 2013-2014 school year and
thereafter, shall also apply to students entering grade 9 before
the 2013-2014 school year, except as otherwise provided in this
subsection.

(a) A student entering grade 9 before the 2010-2011 school
year must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra

I. A student must pass grade 10 FCAT Mathematics, or earn a
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concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma. A student who takes Algebra I erGeemetry after
the 2010-2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized
EOC assessment for the course but is not required to pass the
assessment in order to earn course credit. A student’s
performance on the Algebra I er—Geemetry EOC assessment is not
required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
certification for one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur
for up to two mathematics credits, except for Algebra I.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. A student who takes Biology I after the
2010-2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized
Biology I EOC assessment but is not required to pass the
assessment in order to earn course credit. A student’s
performance on the assessment is not required to constitute 30
percent of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns
an industry certification for which there is a statewide college
credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
Education may substitute the certification for one science
credit.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half
credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
economics are required. A—student—who—takes HUnitedStates
20
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and
debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).

6. One credit in physical education as provided in
paragraph (3) (f).

7. Eight credits in electives.

(b) A student entering grade 9 in the 2010-2011 school year
must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
I and Geometry. The statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC

assessment constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course

grade. A student who takes Algebra I er—Geemetry after the 2010-
2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized EOC
assessment for the course but is not required to pass the

assessment in order to earn course credit. A—studentls
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student who earns an industry certification for which there is a
statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the
State Board of Education may substitute the certification for
one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur for up to two
mathematics credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a

laboratory component. A student who takes Biology I after the
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2010-2011 school year must take the statewide, standardized
Biology I EOC assessment but is not required to pass the
assessment in order to earn course credit. A student’s
performance on the assessment is not required to constitute 30
percent of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns
an industry certification for which there is a statewide college
credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
Education may substitute the certification for one science
credit, except for Biology I.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half
credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
economics are required. A——student—whotakes United States
£+ sehoel—year—mues
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and
debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).

6. One credit in physical education as provided in
paragraph (3) (f).

7. Eight credits in electives.

(c) A student entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year
must earn:

1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the
statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high
school diploma.

2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
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I and Geometry. A student who takes Algebra I after the 2010-
2011 school year must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra I
EOC assessment, or earn a comparative score, in order to earn a
standard high school diploma. A student who takes Algebra I e
Geemetry after the 2010-2011 school year must take the
statewide, standardized EOC assessment but is not required to
pass the Algebra I erGeemetry EOC assessment in order to earn
course credit. A student’s performance on the Algebra I e=x
Geemetry EOC assessment is not required to constitute 30 percent
of the student’s final course grade. A student who earns an
industry certification for which there is a statewide college
credit articulation agreement approved by the State Board of
Education may substitute the certification for one mathematics
credit. Substitution may occur for up to two mathematics
credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. One of the science credits must be Biology
I. A student who takes Biology I after the 2010-2011 school year
must take the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC assessment
but is not required to pass the assessment in order to earn
course credit. A student’s performance on the assessment is not
required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
certification for one science credit, except for Biology I.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half

credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
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249 5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and

250 debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).
251 6. One credit in physical education as provided in

252 |paragraph (3) (f).

253 7. Eight credits in electives.
254 8. One online course as provided in subsection (4).
255 (d) A student entering grade 9 in the 2012-2013 school year

256 |must earn:

257 1. Four credits in English/ELA. A student must pass the

258 statewide, standardized grade 10 Reading assessment, or earn a
259 concordant score, in order to graduate with a standard high

260 school diploma.

201 2. Four credits in mathematics, which must include Algebra
262 I and Geometry. A student who takes Algebra I after the 2010-
263 2011 school year must pass the statewide, standardized Algebra I

264 EOC assessment, or earn a comparative score, in order to earn a

ar
Hh
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265 standard high school diploma. A—stgdent—whe—takesGeoeme

y— \Sra
266 the2010—2011——secheeol—ear must—takethe statewide;——Standardized
267 | GeometryFEOC—assessments A student is not required to pass the

268 statewide, standardized EOC assessment in Algebra I er—Geometry

H
I\

269 in order to earn course credit. A student’s performance on the

270 |Algebra I er—Geemetry EOC assessment is not required to
271 constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade. A

272 student who earns an industry certification for which there is a
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statewide college credit articulation agreement approved by the
State Board of Education may substitute the certification for
one mathematics credit. Substitution may occur for up to two
mathematics credits, except for Algebra I and Geometry.

3. Three credits in science, two of which must have a
laboratory component. One of the science credits must be Biology
I. A student who takes Biology I after the 2010-2011 school year
must take the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC assessment
but is not required to pass the assessment to earn course
credit. A student’s performance on the assessment is not
required to constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course
grade. A student who earns an industry certification for which
there is a statewide college credit articulation agreement
approved by the State Board of Education may substitute the
certification for one science credit, except for Biology I.

4. Three credits in social studies of which one credit in
World History, one credit in United States History, one-half
credit in United States Government, and one-half credit in
economics are required. FThestatewide—sStandardized United

— o 171 o+ Nt a1 44 a 2N o~~~ At £ +1h
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5. One credit in fine or performing arts, speech and
debate, or practical arts as provided in paragraph (3) (e).

6. One credit in physical education as provided in

paragraph (3) (f) .
7. Eight credits in electives.
8. One online course as provided in subsection (4).
(e) Policy adopted in rule by the district school board may

require for any cohort of students that performance on a
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302 statewide, standardized EOC assessment constitute 30 percent of

303 a student’s final course grade.

304 (f) This subsection is repealed July 1, 2020.

305 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
306 1003.4285, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

307 1003.4285 Standard high school diploma designations.—
308 (1) Each standard high school diploma shall include, as

309 |applicable, the following designations if the student meets the
310 criteria set forth for the designation:

311 (a) Scholar designation.—In addition to the requirements of
312 s. 1003.4282, in order to earn the Scholar designation, a

313 student must satisfy the following regquirements:

314 1. Mathematics.—Earn one credit in Algebra II and one

315 credit in statistics or an equally rigorous course. Beginning
316 |with—students—enterin 204+4—2015
317 |pass—the Algebra TT and Geometry statewide—standardized
318 |assessmernts—

Kb
Kb
)
D

319 2. Science.—Pass the statewide, standardized Biology I EOC
320 assessment and earn one credit in chemistry or physics and one
321 credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics.
322 However, a student enrolled in an Advanced Placement (AP),

323 International Baccalaureate (IB), or Advanced International

324 Certificate of Education (AICE) Biology course who takes the
325 respective AP, IB, or AICE Biology assessment and earns the

326 |minimum score necessary to earn college credit as identified
327 |pursuant to s. 1007.27(2) meets the requirement of this

328 subparagraph without having to take the statewide, standardized
329 |Biology I EOC assessment.

330 3. Social studies.—Pass—the statewide—standardizedYnited
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StatesHistory EOC—assessment—However+ A student enrolled in an
AP, IB, or AICE course that includes United States History

topics who takes the respective AP, IB, or AICE assessment and

earns the minimum score necessary to earn college credit as
1007.27(2)

identified pursuant to s. meets the requirement of

this subparagraph witheuwthaving—to—takethe statewide;
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4. Foreign language.—Earn two credits in the same foreign
language.

5. Electives.—Earn at least one credit in an Advanced
an Advanced

Placement, an International Baccalaureate,

International Certificate of Education, or a dual enrollment

course.
Section 6. Paragraphs (b), (d), (e), and (g) of subsection
(3) and paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (7) of section

1008.22, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—

(3) STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The
Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a
statewide, standardized assessment program aligned to the core
curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards. The commissioner also must develop or select
and implement a common battery of assessment tools that will be
used in all juvenile Jjustice education programs in the state.
These tools must accurately measure the core curricular content
established in the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.
Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all
school districts and all students attending public schools,

including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma
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under s. 1003.4282 and students in Department of Juvenile

Justice education programs, except as otherwise provided by law.
If a student does not participate in the assessment program, the
school district must notify the student’s parent and provide the
parent with information regarding the implications of such
nonparticipation. The statewide, standardized assessment program
shall be designed and implemented as follows:

(b) Algebra I and Biology I End-of-course (EOC)

assessments.—The Algebra I and Biology I EOC assessments must be

statewide, standardized, and developed or approved by the

Department of Education. as—fellows:

1. EOC assessments for Algebra I and—Geeometrys
shall be

Biology I+—WYrited——States History,—and—LCivies
administered to students enrolled in such courses as specified
in the course code directory.

2. Students enrolled in Algebra I and Biology I a—eegrsesr
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statewide;—standardized BFoCc—assessment must take the EOC

o
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assessment for such course and may not take the corresponding
subject or grade-level statewide, standardized assessment
pursuant to paragraph (a). Sections 1003.4156 and 1003.4282
govern the use of statewide, standardized EOC assessment results
for students.

3. The commissioner may select one or more nationally
developed comprehensive examinations, which may include
examinations for a College Board Advanced Placement course,
International Baccalaureate course, or Advanced International
Certificate of Education course, or industry-approved

examinations to earn national industry certifications identified
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389 in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List, for use as the

390 |Algebra I and Biology I EOC assessments under this paragraph if

391 |the commissioner determines that the content knowledge and
392 skills assessed by the examinations meet or exceed the grade-
393 level expectations for the core curricular content established

394 for Algebra I and Biology I £he—eeuwrse in the Next Generation

395 Sunshine State Standards. Use of any such examination as an EOC
396 assessment must be approved by the state board in rule.

397 d—Ceontingent—uvpon—fundingprovidedin—the Generalt

29% Appropriezions 2oz, dncluding Tae spproprieTion of Tunds

399 | reeeived—throughfederal—grants,—the commissioner may establiish
400 |an—impltementatieon schedule—for—the development—and

401
402
403
404
405
406 4.5+ The Algebra I and Biology I Adli—statewider

407 |standardized EOC assessments must be administered online except

408 as otherwise provided in paragraph (c).

409 (d) Implementation schedule.—

410 1. The Commissioner of Education shall establish and

411 |publish on the department’s website an implementation schedule
412 to transition from the statewide, standardized Reading and

413 |Writing assessments to the ELA assessments and to the revised
414 |Mathematics assessments, including the Algebra I andGeometry
415 |EOC assessment assessments. The schedule must take into

416 |consideration funding, sufficient field and baseline data,

417 access to assessments, instructional alignment, and school
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district readiness to administer the assessments online. All
such assessments must be delivered through computer-based
testing, however, the following assessments must be delivered in
a computer-based format, as follows: the grade 3 ELA assessment,
beginning in the 2017-2018 school year; the grade 3 Mathematics
assessment beginning in the 2016-2017 school year; the grade 4
ELA assessment, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year; and the
grade 4 Mathematics assessment, beginning in the 2016-2017
school year.

2. The Department of Education shall publish minimum and
recommended technology requirements that include specifications
for hardware, software, networking, security, and broadband
capacity to facilitate school district compliance with the
requirement that assessments be administered online.

(e) Assessment scores and achievement levels.—

1. The A}l+ statewide, standardized Algebra I EOC assessment

assessments and ELA, Mathematics, and Science assessments shall
use scaled scores and achievement levels. Achievement levels
shall range from 1 through 5, with level 1 being the lowest
achievement level, level 5 being the highest achievement level,
and level 3 indicating satisfactory performance on an
assessment.

2. The state board shall designate by rule a passing score
for each statewide, standardized assessment.

3. If the commissioner seeks to revise a statewide,
standardized assessment and the revisions require the state
board to modify performance level scores, including the passing
score, the commissioner shall provide a copy of the proposed

scores and implementation plan to the President of the Senate
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447 and the Speaker of the House of Representatives at least 90 days
448 before submission to the state board for review. Until the state
449 |board adopts the modifications by rule, the commissioner shall
450 |use calculations for scoring the assessment that adjust student
451 scores on the revised assessment for statistical equivalence to
452 student scores on the former assessment. The state board shall
453 |adopt by rule the passing score for the revised assessment that
454 is statistically equivalent to the passing score on the

455 |discontinued assessment for a student who is required to attain
456 |a passing score on the discontinued assessment. The commissioner
457 |may, with approval of the state board, discontinue

458 administration of the former assessment upon the graduation,

459 |based on normal student progression, of students participating
460 in the final regular administration of the former assessment. If
401 the commissioner revises a statewide, standardized assessment
462 and the revisions require the state board to modify the passing
463 score, only students taking the assessment for the first time
464 after the rule is adopted are affected.

465 (g) Contracts for assessments.—

466 1. The commissioner shall provide for the assessments to be
467 developed or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and

468 |project agreements with private vendors, public vendors, public
469 agencies, postsecondary educational institutions, or school

470 |districts.

471 2. The commissioner may enter into contracts for the

472 continued administration of the assessments authorized and

473 funded by the Legislature. Contracts may be initiated in 1

474 fiscal year and continue into the next fiscal year and may be

475 |paid from the appropriations of either or both fiscal years. The
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commissioner may negotiate for the sale or lease of tests,
scoring protocols, test scoring services, and related materials
developed pursuant to law.

3.2+ A student’s performance results on statewide,

standardized assessments, Algebra I and Biology I EOC

assessments, and Florida Alternative Assessments administered
pursuant to this subsection must be provided to the student’s
teachers and parents by the end of the school year, unless the
commissioner determines that extenuating circumstances exist and
reports the extenuating circumstances to the State Board of

Education and to school districts. This subparagraph does not

apply to existing contracts for such assessments, but applies

shatl—appty to new contracts and any renewal of existing
contracts for such assessments.

4.3+ If liquidated damages are applicable, the department
shall collect liquidated damages that are due in response to the
administration of the spring 2015 computer-based assessments of
the department’s Florida Standards Assessment contract with
American Institutes for Research, and expend the funds to
reimburse parties that incurred damages.

(7) ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES AND REPORTING OF RESULTS.—

(a) The Commissioner of Education shall establish schedules
for the administration of statewide, standardized assessments
and the reporting of student assessment results. The
commissioner shall consider the observance of religious and
school holidays when developing the schedules. The assessment
and reporting schedules must provide the earliest possible
reporting of student assessment results to the school districts,

consistent with the requirements of paragraph (3) (g). Assessment
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results for the statewide, standardized ELA and Mathematics

assessments and the a3+ statewide, standardized Algebra I and

Biology I EOC assessments must be made available no later than
the week of June 8, except for results of assessments
administered in the 2014-2015 school year. School districts
shall administer statewide, standardized assessments in
accordance with the schedule established by the commissioner.
(e) The Algebra I and Biology I A—statewide;—standardized
EOC assessments assessmernt must be used as the final cumulative

examination for i1ts associated course. No additional final

assessment may be administered in an Algebra I or Biology I =&

oA+
OIICTTIT .« A

watrh o ot ot Arga A atanAaarAd1 oA TV oo
Course wrthn—a—StateWrae;—StahSararZet = oot

[0)]

district-required local assessment may be used as the final
cumulative examination for its associated course in accordance

with the school district’s policy.

================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT =s===============

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 19

and insert:
assessment results; amending s. 1003.4156, F.S.;
revising the mathematics and social studies
requirements for student promotion to high school and
for certain high school credits; amending s.
1003.4282, F.S.; revising the requirements for a
standard high school diploma; deleting provisions
requiring a student or transfer student to take a
statewide, standardized Algebra II assessment or a

Geometry or United States History end-of-course (EOC)
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534 assessment; amending s. 1003.4285, F.S.; revising the
535 standard high school diploma designation requirements
536 for mathematics and social studies; amending s.
537 1008.22, F.S.; deleting requirements that a student
538 take an EOC assessment in Geometry, Algebra II, United
539 States History, or Civics; deleting a provision
540 authorizing the commissioner to establish a schedule
541 for the development and administration of additional
542 statewide, standardized EOC assessments; providing an

543 effective date.
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