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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to transportation; amending s. 20.23,
F.S.; deleting provisions related to appointment,
powers, and duties of the Florida Transportation
Commission; repealing s. 334.045, F.S., relating to
transportation performance and productivity standards;
amending s. 334.048, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 334.065, F.S.;
revising the membership of the Center for Urban
Transportation Research advisory board; requiring
review, approval, and confirmation by the Board of
Governors of certain nominations to the advisory
board; amending s. 334.066, F.S.; revising the
membership of the Implementing Solutions from
Transportation Research and Evaluating Emerging
Technologies (I-STREET) Living Lab advisory board;
amending s. 339.135, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to the evaluation of the Department of
Transportation’s tentative work program; requiring the
department to conduct the statewide public hearing
thereon; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending s. 339.175, F.S.; revising legislative
intent; prohibiting the designation of additional
metropolitan planning organizations (M.P.0O.’s) after a
specified date, with an exception for certain
urbanized areas; revising projects and strategies to
be considered in developing an M.P.0O.’s long-range
transportation plan and transportation improvement

program; requiring certain M.P.O.’s to submit to the
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Governor and the Legislature, by a specified date, a
feasibility report regarding consolidation; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; requiring the
department to convene M.P.0O.’s of similar size to
exchange best practices; authorizing such M.P.0O.’s to
develop committees or working groups; requiring
training for new M.P.O. governing board members to be
provided by the department or one of the other
specified entities; deleting provisions relating to
M.P.O. coordination mechanisms; deleting provisions
requiring the Metropolitan Planning Organization
Advisory Council to review certain long-range
transportation plans; including public-private
partnerships in authorized financing techniques;
revising proposed transportation enhancement
activities that must be indicated by the long-range
transportation plan; requiring the department to
review certain aspects of each M.P.0O.’s long-range
transportation plan and to return such plan to the
M.P.O. for revision if deemed unsatisfactory;
requiring the department to create quality performance
metrics and a scoring mechanism to evaluate each
M.P.0O.’s service to its communities and establish a
minimum acceptable quality performance score;
requiring each M.P.0O. to report its quality
performance score annually to the district secretary
and to publish the score on its website, beginning on
a specified date; requiring the department to validate

each M.P.0O.’s score calculation and make necessary

Page 2 of 34

words underlined are additions.



59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Florida Senate - 2024 SB 1032

22-01098-24 20241032
adjustments; requiring M.P.O.’s that do not achieve
the minimum acceptable quality performance score
within a certain timeframe to be placed under the
control of the Secretary of Transportation; requiring
the secretary to appoint the district secretary or
another person to assume the role of executive
director of such M.P.0O.’s for a specified period of
time; requiring the district secretary or other person
to make certain recommendations; providing specified
funding to the M.P.0O. with the highest quality
performance score, beginning in a specified year and
periodically thereafter, subject to the appropriation
of funds by the Legislature; providing requirements
for the expenditure of such funds; requiring such
M.P.O. to represent the state in any federal
conference or membership organization; deleting
provisions relating to the Metropolitan Planning
Organization Advisory Council; amending s. 348.0306,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending ss. 110.205, 331.3051, 331.310, and
339.64, F.S.; conforming cross-references and
provisions to changes made by the act; requiring the
department to submit a report to the Governor and
Legislature by a specified date which provides a
comprehensive review of the boundaries of department
districts and makes certain recommendations; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 20.23, Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

20.23 Department of Transportation.—There is created a
Department of Transportation which shall be a decentralized
agency.

(1) (a) The head of the Department of Transportation is the

Secretary of Transportation. The secretary shall be appointed by

the Governor freowm aomongthree persons rpominated by the Flerids
TransportationCemmissien and shall be subject to confirmation

by the Senate. The secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the
Governor.

(b) The secretary shall be a proven, effective
administrator who by a combination of education and experience
shall clearly possess a broad knowledge of the administrative,
financial, and technical aspects of the development, operation,
and regulation of transportation systems and facilities or

comparable systems and facilities.

4 The secretary may appoint up to three assistant

secretaries who shall be directly responsible to the secretary
and who shall perform such duties as are assigned by the
secretary. The secretary shall designate to an assistant

secretary the duties related to enhancing economic prosperity,
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resolve problems, to hold responsible parties accountable, and
to ensure that all costs to the taxpayer are recovered.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 334.065, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

334.065 Center for Urban Transportation Research.—

(3) An advisory board shall be created to periodically and
objectively review and advise the center concerning its research
program. Except for projects mandated by law, state-funded base
projects shall not be undertaken without approval of the
advisory board. The membership of the board shall consist of

nine experts in transportation-related areas, as follows:

(a) A member appointed by the President of the Senate.

(b) A member appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

) The Secretary of Transportation or his or her designee.

c
d) The Secretary of Commerce or his or her designee.

e~ 3 o +h Ayt o g o £ + 1 Dernartrmaoan+ £ My o~ o o n
T ooty crrc—o tCcttcTrc ot o OT cIC— DT o cIncIrc  OL TrrTalroporcacTolty
+h Dernayrtmaoant+ £ Torsza v~ o 1 Dyrat ot o n anA + 4 Dernayrtmaoant+
CITC Do por cncIrc O Oty T ornncTrca . L T oc T T TTTUlty [SF 5 A S e 5 A S e A S e Ep e 113 e

£ T oamnrnama ~ o gnd g9 0 417 +heat+ A~ ~n o A o s A e £ +1h
O S COoOTIrotr = ProTcOirrcyy o CITC T OUCcoITyltctToy oo o oot T O CcITrT
o] v A My o~ o4 o n  Commm e oo g n Th Nnaoma 4+ o n £ +1h

T TOTT U I LraltopUrcactUll UMb too LTt T o rita c O OT cIIT

(e) Five members commended ef—theboard—shatt—be—rmade to
the President of the University of South Florida by the College
of Engineering at the University of South Florida.s—and The

appointment of these members must be reviewed, and approved, by

Fransportatieon—Commission and confirmed by the Board
of Governors.
Section 5. Paragraphs (d), (e), and (f) of subsection (3)

of section 334.066, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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320 334.066 Implementing Solutions from Transportation Research
321 and Evaluating Emerging Technologies Living Lab.—
322 (3) An advisory board shall be created to periodically
323| review and advise I-STREET concerning its research program. The
324| board shall consist of nine members with expertise in

325 transportation-related areas, as follows:

326 (d) The Secretary of Commerce EeeonomicOpportunity or his
327 or her designee.

328 (e) A—memberof the Floride TraasSportation Comrissions

329 +5- Five Feuwr members nominated by the University of

330| Florida’s College of Engineering and approved by the

331 university’s president. The College of Engineering’s nominees
332| may include representatives of the University of Florida, other
333 academic and research institutions, or private entities.

334 Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and paragraphs
335 (c), (d), (£), (g), and (h) of subsection (4) of section

336 339.135, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

337 339.135 Work program; legislative budget request;

338 definitions; preparation, adoption, execution, and amendment.—
339 (2) SUBMISSION OF LEGISLATIVE BUDGET REQUEST AND REQUEST
340 FOR LIST OF ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.-—

341 (a) The department shall file the legislative budget

342 request in the manner required by chapter 216, setting forth the
343 department’s proposed revenues and expenditures for operational
344 and fixed capital outlay needs to accomplish the objectives of
345 the department in the ensuing fiscal year. The right-of-way,
346| construction, preliminary engineering, maintenance, and all

347 grants and aids programs of the department shall be set forth

348 only in program totals. The legislative budget request must
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349 include a balanced 36-month forecast of cash and expenditures
350 and a 5-year finance plan. The legislative budget request shall
351| be amended to conform to the tentative work program. Before

352| Prier—+e the public hearing and evaluation submissien of the

353 tentative work program pursuant to paragraph (4) (d) 445, the
354 department may amend its legislative budget request and the

355 tentative work program for the most recent estimating conference
356| estimate of revenues and the most recent federal aid

357 apportionments.

358 (4) FUNDING AND DEVELOPING A TENTATIVE WORK PROGRAM.—

359 (c)1l. For purposes of this section, the board of county

360 commissioners shall serve as the metropolitan planning

361 organization in those counties which are not located in a

362| metropolitan planning organization and shall be involved in the
363 development of the district work program to the same extent as a
364| metropolitan planning organization.

365 2. The district work program shall be developed

366 cooperatively from the outset with the various metropolitan

367| planning organizations of the state and include, to the maximum
368| extent feasible, the project priorities of metropolitan planning
369 organizations which have been submitted to the district by

370 August 1 of each year pursuant to s. 339.175(8) (b); however, the
371| department and a metropolitan planning organization may, in

372 writing, cooperatively agree to vary this submittal date. To

373| assist the metropolitan planning organizations in developing

374 their lists of project priorities, the district shall disclose
375 to each metropolitan planning organization any anticipated

376 changes in the allocation or programming of state and federal

377 funds which may affect the inclusion of metropolitan planning
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organization project priorities in the district work program.

3. Before submittal of the district work program to the
central office, the district shall provide the affected
metropolitan planning organization with written justification
for any project proposed to be rescheduled or deleted from the
district work program which project is part of the metropolitan
planning organization’s transportation improvement program and
is contained in the last 4 years of the previous adopted work
program. By no later than 14 days after submittal of the
district work program to the central office, the affected
metropolitan planning organization may file an objection to such
rescheduling or deletion. When an objection is filed with the
secretary, the rescheduling or deletion may not be included in
the district work program unless the inclusion of such

rescheduling or deletion 1is specifically approved by the

o o~ o P n o n + o xz ] o n £ + + nt N+ Xz T.Z v 1 oL am
o AT UJ\J_J\./\./L./—LUJ-J-A) i S T CO APIA VAN @ RUN iy U it & R WS S N i § . T CCTCITCTOCTCT IV WO LT J:/J_U\jJ_(_/LJ.lI.
]z henrn + 1 cnn~nvrat o~ haoaao v~ ~xrzal + 1 rooa~h A0 ey +

\Jll_L_Y WITCTTT T QC\./.LCL_L;L.L_Y TITTOO utJtJ_LUVC\J. T J.CQ\./LJ.C\J.LA.L_LLL\j A
deletion+

(d) Before Prier—te the submission of the district work
program to the central office, each district office shall hold a
public hearing in at least one urbanized area in the district
and shall make a presentation at a meeting of each metropolitan
planning organization in the district to determine the necessity
of making any changes to projects included or to be included in
the district work program and to hear requests for new projects
to be added to, or existing projects to be deleted from, the
district work program. However, the district and metropolitan

planning organization shall minimize changes to, deletions from,
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+g++~+ The department Flerida—TFransportation Commission

shall conduct a statewide public hearing on the tentative work

program and shall advertise the time, place, and purpose of the
hearing in the Florida Administrative Register at least 7 days

before prier—+te the hearing. As part of the statewide public

hearing, the department eemmissiern shall, at a minimum, do both

of the following:

l.a+ Conduct an in-depth evaluation of the tentative work
program for compliance with applicable laws and departmental
policies.;—and

2.b+ Hear all questions, suggestions, or other comments
offered by the public.

(g)2= By No later than 14 days before after the regular

legislative session begins, the department eemmissiern shall

submit the tentative work program to the Executive Office of the

Governor and the legislative appropriations committees, along
with a report that evaluates the tentative work program for all

of the following:

l.&a= Financial soundness.s

2.+ Stability.s+

3.e+ Production capacity.+

4.6+ Accomplishments, including compliance with program
objectives in s. 334.046.+

5.e+ Compliance with approved local government
comprehensive plans.s

6.%+ Objections and requests by metropolitan planning
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465| organizations.+
466 7.+ Policy changes and effects thereof.s+
467 8.h+ Identification of statewide or regional projects.;—anea
468 9.4+ Compliance with all other applicable laws.
469 et eowing—evatlaatieon by the Floride Traasportatios
470 Commission;—thedepartment—shall submit+the tentative—work
471 program—to—the Ixeceutive Officeof the GCovernorand—+the
472 tegistative appropriations—committees—notater—+than 14 —days
473 after—+the regularJtegisliative sesston—begins
474 Section 7. Present subsection (10) of section 339.175,

475 Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (11), subsection
476 (1), paragraph (a) of subsection (2), paragraphs (b), (i), and
477 (j) of subsection (6), subsection (7), and present subsection
478 (11) are amended, and a new subsection (10) is added to that

479 section, to read:

480 339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.—

481 (1) INTENT PURPOSE.—It is the intent of the Legislature to
482 encourage and promote the safe and efficient management,

483 operation, and development of multimodal swrfaee transportation
484 systems that will serve the mobility needs of people and freight
485| and foster economic growth and development within and through

486| urbanized areas of this state while balancing conservation of

487 natural resources mimimizing—Etronsportation—related—Fuet

488 conaimet i oan PN, Ik I TS ey Ardd oo o e P H, ISP 1y

\/UllOUllthb.LUll, [ @ i g tJU.L.LLzlb.LUll, ITr \j-\-CClllLUUOC \ju.o T oo IO 'vlJ._LUL/l\le
489 s L S S St SV, PSP UNUDE [ U USSR S AN St R S I SN
lllCL,_LUtJU_L_LL,().ll L,_L().llotJU-Lb().b.LUll tJ_L().llll_Lll\j tJ_LU\/COOCO TOACTIC T 1T 1T Tk =TT

490 this—seetion. To accomplish these objectives, metropolitan
491| planning organizations, referred to in this section as M.P.O.’s,
492 shall develop, in cooperation with the state and public transit

493| operators, transportation plans and programs for metropolitan
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areas. The plans and programs for each metropolitan area must
provide for the development and integrated management and
operation of transportation systems and facilities, including
pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities that
will function as an intermodal transportation system for the
metropolitan area, based upon the prevailing principles provided
in s. 334.046(1). The process for developing such plans and
programs shall provide for consideration of all modes of
transportation and shall be continuing, cooperative, and
comprehensive, to the degree appropriate, based on the
complexity of the transportation problems to be addressed. To
ensure that the process is integrated with the statewide
planning process, M.P.0O.’s shall develop plans and programs that
identify transportation facilities that should function as an
integrated metropolitan transportation system, giving emphasis
to facilities that serve important national, state, and regional
transportation functions. For the purposes of this section,
those facilities include the facilities on the Strategic
Intermodal System designated under s. 339.63 and facilities for
which projects have been identified pursuant to s. 339.2819 (4).

(2) DESIGNATION.—

(a)l. An M.P.0O. shall be designated for each urbanized area
of the state; however, this does not require that an individual
M.P.0O. be designated for each such area. Such designation shall
be accomplished by agreement between the Governor and units of
general-purpose local government representing at least 75
percent of the population of the urbanized area; however, the
unit of general-purpose local government that represents the

central city or cities within the M.P.O. jurisdiction, as
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defined by the United States Bureau of the Census, must be a
party to such agreement.

2. To the extent possible, only one M.P.0O. shall be
designated for each urbanized area or group of contiguous
urbanized areas. More than one M.P.0O. may be designated within
an existing urbanized area only if the Governor and the existing
M.P.0O. determine that the size and complexity of the existing
urbanized area makes the designation of more than one M.P.0O. for

the area appropriate. After July 1, 2024, no additional M.P.0.’s

shall be designated in this state except in urbanized areas, as

defined by the United States Bureau of the Census, where the

urbanized area boundary is not contiguous to an urbanized area

designated before the 2020 census+—in—whiech ecase—each M PO~
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FEach M.P.O. required under this section must be fully operative

no later than 6 months following its designation.
(6) POWERS,

DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The powers,

privileges, and authority of an M.P.O. are those specified in
this section or incorporated in an interlocal agreement
163.01. Each M.P.O.

authorized under s. shall perform all acts

required by federal or state laws or rules, now and subsequently

applicable, which are necessary to qualify for federal aid. It
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552 is the intent of this section that each M.P.0O. be involved in
553 the planning and programming of transportation facilities,
554| including, but not limited to, airports, intercity and high-
555 speed rail lines, seaports, and intermodal facilities, to the
556 extent permitted by state or federal law. An M.P.O. may not
557| perform project production or delivery for capital improvement
558| projects on the State Highway System.
559 (b) In developing the long-range transportation plan and
560| the transportation improvement program required under paragraph
561 (a), each M.P.O. shall provide for consideration of projects and
562 strategies that will:
563 1. Support the economic vitality of the contiguous
564| urbanized metropolitan area, especially by enabling global
565 competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency.
566 2. Increase the safety and security of the transportation
567 system for motorized and nonmotorized users.
568 3. Increase the accessibility and mobility options
569 available to people and for freight.
570 4., Protect and enhance the environment, conserve natural

571 resources promote—energy—<econservation, and improve quality of
572 life.

573 5. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the

574 transportation system, across and between modes and contiguous
575| urbanized metropolitan areas, for people and freight.

576 6. Promote efficient system management and operation.

577 7. Emphasize the preservation of the existing

578 transportation system.

579 8. Improve the resilience of transportation infrastructure.

580 9. Reduce traffic and congestion.
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(1) By February 28, 2025 beeember 3172023, the M.P.0O.’s

serving Lee and Collier Hillsbereouvgh—Paseco—and Pinelitas

Counties must submit a feasibility report to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives exploring the benefits, costs, and process of
consolidation into a single M.P.O. serving the contiguous
urbanized area, the goal of which would be to:

1. Coordinate transportation projects deemed to be
regionally significant.

2. Review the impact of regionally significant land use
decisions on the region.

3. Review all proposed regionally significant
transportation projects in the transportation improvement
programs.

(3J)1. To more fully accomplish the purposes for which

M.P.0O.’s have been mandated, the department shall, at least

annually, convene M.P.0.’s of similar size, based on the size of

population served, for the purpose of exchanging best practices.

M.P.O.’s may shalt develop committees or working groups as

needed to accomplish such purpose. At the discretion of the

department, training for new M.P.0O. governing board members

shall be provided by the department, by an entity pursuant to a

contract with the department, by the Florida Center for Urban

Transportation Research, or by the Implementing Solutions from

Transportation Research and Evaluating Emerging Technologies (I-

STREET) Living Lab eecerdination mechanisms—with one another—+to
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2. Any M.P.0O. may join with any other M.P.O. or any
individual political subdivision to coordinate activities or to
achieve any federal or state transportation planning or
development goals or purposes consistent with federal or state
law. When an M.P.0O. determines that it is appropriate to join
with another M.P.O. or any political subdivision to coordinate
activities, the M.P.O. or political subdivision shall enter into
an interlocal agreement pursuant to s. 163.01, which, at a
minimum, creates a separate legal or administrative entity to
coordinate the transportation planning or development activities
required to achieve the goal or purpose; provides the purpose
for which the entity is created; provides the duration of the
agreement and the entity and specifies how the agreement may be
terminated, modified, or rescinded; describes the precise
organization of the entity, including who has voting rights on
the governing board, whether alternative voting members are
provided for, how voting members are appointed, and what the
relative voting strength is for each constituent M.P.O. or
political subdivision; provides the manner in which the parties
to the agreement will provide for the financial support of the
entity and payment of costs and expenses of the entity; provides
the manner in which funds may be paid to and disbursed from the
entity; and provides how members of the entity will resolve
disagreements regarding interpretation of the interlocal

agreement or disputes relating to the operation of the entity.
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Such interlocal agreement shall become effective upon its
recordation in the official public records of each county in
which a member of the entity created by the interlocal agreement
has a voting member. Multiple M.P.0O.’s may merge, combine, or
otherwise join together as a single M.P.O.

(7) LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN.—Each M.P.O. must
develop a long-range transportation plan that addresses at least
a 20-year planning horizon. The plan must include both long-
range and short-range strategies and must comply with all other
state and federal requirements. The prevailing principles to be
considered in the long-range transportation plan are: preserving
the existing transportation infrastructure; enhancing Florida’s
economic competitiveness; and improving travel choices to ensure
mobility. The long-range transportation plan must be consistent,
to the maximum extent feasible, with future land use elements
and the goals, objectives, and policies of the approved local
government comprehensive plans of the units of local government
located within the jurisdiction of the M.P.0O. Each M.P.O. is
encouraged to consider strategies that integrate transportation
and land use planning to provide for sustainable development and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The approved long-range
transportation plan must be considered by local governments in
the development of the transportation elements in local
government comprehensive plans and any amendments thereto. The
long-range transportation plan must, at a minimum:

(a) Identify transportation facilities, including, but not
limited to, major roadways, airports, seaports, spaceports,
commuter rail systems, transit systems, and intermodal or

multimodal terminals that will function as an integrated
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metropolitan transportation system. The long-range
transportation plan must give emphasis to those transportation
facilities that serve national, statewide, or regional
functions, and must consider the goals and objectives identified
in the Florida Transportation Plan as provided in s. 339.155. If
a project is located within the boundaries of more than one

M.P.O., the M.P.0O.’s must coordinate plans regarding the project

in the long-range transportation plan. Multipte M P O-'swithin

(b) Include a financial plan that demonstrates how the plan
can be implemented, indicating resources from public and private
sources which are reasonably expected to be available to carry
out the plan, and recommends any additional financing strategies
for needed projects and programs. The financial plan may
include, for illustrative purposes, additional projects that
would be included in the adopted long-range transportation plan
if reasonable additional resources beyond those identified in
the financial plan were available. For the purpose of developing
the long-range transportation plan, the M.P.O. and the
department shall cooperatively develop estimates of funds that
will be available to support the plan implementation. Innovative
financing techniques may be used to fund needed projects and
programs. Such techniques may include the assessment of tolls,

public-private partnerships, the use of value capture financing,

or the use of value pricing. Multiple M.P.O.’s within a
contiguous urbanized area must ensure, to the maximum extent

possible, the consistency of data used in the planning process.
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(c) Assess capital investment and other measures necessary
to:

1. Ensure the preservation of the existing metropolitan
transportation system including requirements for the operation,
resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation of major roadways
and requirements for the operation, maintenance, modernization,
and rehabilitation of public transportation facilities; and

2. Make the most efficient use of existing transportation
facilities to relieve vehicular congestion, improve safety, and
maximize the mobility of people and goods. Such efforts must
include, but are not limited to, consideration of infrastructure
and technological improvements necessary to accommodate advances
in vehicle technology, such as automated driving systems and
other developments.

(d) Indicate, as appropriate, proposed transportation
enhancement activities, including, but not limited to,
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, trails or facilities that are
regionally significant or critical linkages for the Florida
Shared-Use Nonmotorized Trail Network, scenic easements,

landscaping, integration of advanced air mobility, and

integration of autonomous and electric vehicles, electric

bicycles, and motorized scooters used for freight, commuter, or

qar
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(e) In addition to the requirements of paragraphs (a)-(d),
in metropolitan areas that are classified as nonattainment areas
for ozone or carbon monoxide, the M.P.O. must coordinate the

development of the long-range transportation plan with the State
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Implementation Plan developed pursuant to the requirements of

the federal Clean Air Act.

In the development of its long-range transportation plan, each
M.P.0O. must provide the public, affected public agencies,
representatives of transportation agency employees, freight
shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private
providers of transportation, representatives of users of public
transit, and other interested parties with a reasonable
opportunity to comment on the long-range transportation plan.
The long-range transportation plan must be approved by the
M.P.O. and by the department as provided in subsection (10).
(10) ACCOUNTABILITY.—

(a) The department shall review each M.P.0.’s long-range

transportation plan for productive flow and connectivity for

people and freight within the M.P.0.’s metropolitan area. If the

department finds an M.P.0O.’s long-range transportation plan to

be unsatisfactory or incongruent with the metropolitan area, the

department shall return the plan to the M.P.0O. for revision.

(b) The department shall create quality performance metrics

and a scoring mechanism by which to evaluate each M.P.0.’'s

service to its communities, taking into consideration traffic

congestion, the utilization rate of multimodal transportation

facilities, resident satisfaction, efficiency of the

transportation system for people and freight, and other factors

the department deems necessary. The department shall establish a

minimum acceptable quality performance score.

(c) Beginning in 2025, and each year thereafter, each

M.P.0O. shall report its score for each quality performance
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metric by December 1 to the district secretary and shall publish

the score and supporting data on its website. The department

must validate each M.P.O.’s score calculation and make

adjustments thereto if necessary.

(d) Beginning in December 2026, and every 3 years

thereafter, an M.P.0O. that does not achieve the minimum

acceptable quality performance score shall be placed under the

control of the Secretary of Transportation. The Secretary of

Transportation shall appoint the district secretary or another

person to assume the role of executive director of the M.P.O.

and chair of its governing board for a period not to exceed 1

year, during which time the district secretary or other person

shall make recommendations to the governing board regarding:

1. Any leadership, process, and management changes needed

to improve the M.P.0.’s quality performance score.

2. Whether the metropolitan area of the M.P.0O. would be

better served by consolidation of the M.P.O. with an M.P.0O. in a

contiguous urbanized metropolitan area.

(e) Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, beginning

in 2026 and every 3 years thereafter, the single M.P.O. with the

highest quality performance score will receive $5 million from

the State Transportation Trust Fund. Such funds shall be

expended at the M.P.0O.’s discretion for a project approved in

its work program list. Such M.P.O. shall also represent the

state in any federal M.P.0O. conference or membership

organization.
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842 facilities system, which tolls, rates, fees, rentals, and other
843 charges must always be sufficient to comply with any covenants
844| made with the holders of any bonds secured by the net revenues
845| of the expressway system, including any additions, extensions,
846 or improvements thereof. However, such right and power may be
847 assigned or delegated by the agency to the department.
848 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the
849 contrary, the agency may not increase its toll rates until July
850 1, 2029, including any increase to the extent necessary to
851 adjust for inflation pursuant to the procedure for toll rate
852 adjustments provided in s. 338.165, except:
853 a. As may be necessary to comply with covenants in the
854 trust indentures or resolutions adopted in connection with the
855 agency’s bonds secured by the net revenues of the expressway
856 system; or
857 b. On or after July 1, 2024, as approved by a supermajority
858 vote of the governing body of the agency.
859 2. A toll rate increase must be approved by a two-thirds
860 vote of the members of the governing body of the agency.
861 3. The amount of toll revenues used for administrative
862 costs by the agency may not be greater than 10 percent above the
863 annual state average of administrative costs determined—as
864 | preovided—an—this—subparagraph. The department Flerids

aEton—Commissiorn shall determine the annual state

865| TFransper
866 average of administrative costs based on the annual

867 administrative costs of all the expressway authorities in this
868 state. For purposes of this subparagraph, administrative costs

869 include, but are not limited to, employee salaries and benefits,

870 small business outreach, insurance, professional service
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contracts not directly related to the operation and maintenance
of the expressway system, and other overhead costs.

4. There must be a distance of at least 5 miles between
main through-lane tolling points. The distance requirement of
this subparagraph does not apply to entry and exit ramps.
However, the agency may establish toll rates such that the toll
rate per mile is equal to the rates in effect on July 1, 2019.

Section 9. Paragraphs (j) and (m) of subsection (2) of
section 110.205, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

110.205 Career service; exemptions.—

(2) EXEMPT POSITIONS.—The exempt positions that are not
covered by this part include the following:

(j) The appointed secretaries and the State Surgeon
General, assistant secretaries, deputy secretaries, and deputy
assistant secretaries of all departments; the executive
directors, assistant executive directors, deputy executive
directors, and deputy assistant executive directors of all
departments; the directors of all divisions and those positions
determined by the department to have managerial responsibilities
comparable to such positions, which positions include, but are
not limited to, program directors, assistant program directors,
district administrators, deputy district administrators, the
Director of Central Operations Services of the Department of
Children and Families, the State Transportation Development
Administrator, the State Public Transportation and Modal
Administrator, district secretaries, district directors of
transportation development, transportation operations,
transportation support, and the managers of the offices of the

Department of Transportation specified in s. 20.23(2) (b) 5=
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202343+ }. Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department shall

set the salary and benefits of these positions and the positions
of county health department directors and county health
department administrators of the Department of Health in
accordance with the rules of the Senior Management Service.

(m) All assistant division director, deputy division
director, and bureau chief positions in any department, and
those positions determined by the department to have managerial
responsibilities comparable to such positions, which include,
but are not limited to:

1. Positions in the Department of Health and the Department
of Children and Families which are assigned primary duties of
serving as the superintendent or assistant superintendent of an
institution.

2. Positions in the Department of Corrections which are
assigned primary duties of serving as the warden, assistant
warden, colonel, or major of an institution or that are assigned
primary duties of serving as the circuit administrator or deputy
circuit administrator.

3. Positions in the Department of Transportation which are
assigned primary duties of serving as regional toll managers and
managers of offices, as specified in s. 20.23(2) (b) and (3) (c)
S5+—20-23 3 b r—and—4r{e).

4. Positions in the Department of Environmental Protection

which are assigned the duty of an Environmental Administrator or
program administrator.

5. Positions in the Department of Health which are assigned
the duties of Environmental Administrator, Assistant County

Health Department Director, and County Health Department
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Financial Administrator.

6. Positions in the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles which are assigned primary duties of serving as

captains in the Florida Highway Patrol.

Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department shall set the
salary and benefits of the positions listed in this paragraph in
accordance with the rules established for the Selected Exempt
Service.

Section 10. Subsection (14) of section 331.3051, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

331.3051 Duties of Space Florida.—Space Florida shall:

n LD'I—-\r\r\-:r\n— O 2 t-: n

;7 hets Sy oo~
v tOW—aCToSpPpattT

Section 11. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section

331.310, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

331.310 Powers and duties of the board of directors.—

(2) The board of directors shall:

(e) Prepare an annual report of operations as a supplement
to the annual report required under s. 331.3051(15) s+

33+-305+1+6). The report must include, but not be limited to, a

balance sheet, an income statement, a statement of changes in
financial position, a reconciliation of changes in equity
accounts, a summary of significant accounting principles, the
auditor’s report, a summary of the status of existing and
proposed bonding projects, comments from management about the

year’s business, and prospects for the next year.
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