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  deMarsh-Mathues 
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Meyer 
Dawn Roberts 
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Health Regulation (HR) Elizabeth Moya Sandra Stovall 
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Agriculture (AG) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley 
Staff Director: Katherine Halley 

Chair: Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Vice Chair: Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator JD Alexander (R) 
Senator Rene Garcia (R) 
Senator D Alan Hays (R) 
Senator William J Montford (D) 
Senator David Simmons (R) 

TOC 

1) Agricultural economic development and assistance 
2) Agricultural emergency preparedness 
3) Agriculture industry including: 

a) Agricultural markets 
b) animal control 
c) animal safety and sales 
d) citrus issues (including canker) 
e) food safety and inspections 

i) frozen desserts 
f) pest control 

4) Agricultural law enforcement 
5) Agricultural water policy 
6) Aquaculture (with EP) 
7) Biofuels 
8) Commodity trade issues 
9) Forestry 
10) Migrant workers 
11) School lunch programs 
12) Special risk firefighting 
13) Surveyors & mappers (with RI) 
14) Taxes affecting agricultural industry and lands 
15) Wildlife habitats (with EP) 

Dept of Agriculture and Consumer   
Services (DACS) (not consumer 
services) 

Dept of Citrus 
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BI 
CF 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S17�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S40�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S20�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S6�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S22�
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Banking and Insurance (BI) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley 
Staff Director: Steve Burgess 

Chair: Senator Garrett Richter (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Christopher L "Chris" Smith (D) 
Senator JD Alexander (R) 
Senator Michael S "Mike" Bennett (R) 
Senator Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff (R) 
Senator Mike Fasano (R) 
Senator D Alan Hays (R) 
Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator Joe Negron (R) 
Senator Steve Oelrich (R) 
Senator Eleanor Sobel (D) 

TOC 

1) Regulation of all types of insurance products  
a) health 
b) HMOs  
c) medical malpractice 
d) property & casualty 
e) title 
f) workers compensation 

2) Regulation of insurance industry  
a) agents 
b) insurance consumer protection 
c) public adjusters 
d) solvency  

3) Banks 
4) Credit unions 
5) Trust companies 
6) Lending and credit issues  

a) check cashing businesses  
b) credit counseling  
c) money transmitters  
d) mortgage brokers and lenders 
e) second hand dealers 
f) title loans  

7) Securities regulation  
8) Fire code and inspection  
9) Warranty associations 
10) Funeral directors and cemeteries (with RI) 

Dept of Financial Services 
• Consumer Services 
• Fire Marshall 
• Funerals and Cemetary & Consumer 

Services 
• State Fire Marshall 
• Treasury 
Office of Financial Regulation 
Office of Insurance Regulation 
 
note – many health care related issues 

shared with HR 
 
note – many of these lending and credit 

issues overlap with CM 
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CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
HR 
HE 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S37�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S29�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S17�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S21�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S25�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S11�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S20�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S28�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S14�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S31�
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Children, Families and Elder Affairs (CF) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley 
Staff Director: Claude Hendon 

Chair: Senator Ronda Storms (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Anthony C "Tony" Hill, Sr (D) 
Senator Nancy C Detert (R) 
Senator D Alan Hays (R) 
Senator Nan H Rich (D) 

TOC 

1) Domestic violence (executive processes, DCF 
programs, programmatic issues or shelter issues) 

2) Eligibility for government benefits  
3) Guardianship  
4) Homelessness  
5) Intellectual disabilities 
6) Long term care (community and facility-based)  
7) Mental health 

a) Baker Act (involuntary commitment)  
b) forensic mental health  
c) mental health treatment and prevention  
d) substance abuse 

8) Older Americans Act programs  
9) Refugee assistance  
10) Social services generally 

a) adoption  
b) child and adult protective services 
c) child care  
d) child support enforcement 
e) foster care  
f) parental rights 

Agency for Persons with Disabilities 
Dept of Children and Families 
Dept of Elder Affairs 
Dept of Revenue (child support 

enforcement only) 
  
Note: often aspects of many issues, 

often in conjunction with JU, CJ, HR 
or ED  

______________________________ 
Chapter 39 

AG 
BI 
CF 
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CU 
CA 
CJ 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S10�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S1�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S23�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S20�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S34�
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Commerce and Tourism (CM) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley 
Staff Director: Jennifer Hrdlicka 

Chair: Senator Nancy C Detert (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Paula Dockery (R) 
Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Senator Don Gaetz (R) 
Senator Evelyn J Lynn (R) 
Senator William J Montford (D) 
Senator Jeremy Ring (D) 

TOC 

1) Advertisers  
2) Business organizations (legal structures) 
3) Commercial activity: 

a) Filings 
b) uniform commercial code 
c) trade secrets 

4) Credit and debt collection (with BI) 
5) Business practices: 

a) consumer protection issues 
i) sales 
ii) services 
iii) service contracts 
iv) FDUTPA 
v) civil rights 

6) Consumer protection  
7) Economic development: 

a) biotech research  
b) business recruitment 
c) enterprise zones (with CA)  
d) technology research  
e) tourism programs and incentives 
f) sports 
g) seaports 
h) minority businesses 
i) job creation 

8) Entertainment industries  
9) Non-agricultural consumer services regulation in the 

Department of  and Consumer Services including 
regulation of: 
a) amusement ride inspections charitable 

organizations 
b) concealed weapons permits  
c) credit and collection issues (with BI)  
d) dance studios 
e) game promotions  
f) internet cafes 
g) interstate movers 
h) motor vehicle repair shops  

Agency for Workforce Innovation 
(AWI) 

Black Business Investment Board 
Dept of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (non agriculture, standards 
and licensing) 

Dept of State (Division of 
Corporations) 

Enterprise Florida 
Florida Sports Foundation 
Human Relations Commission 
Office of Film & Entertainment 
Office of Tourism, Trade, and 

Economic Development (OTTED) 
Visit Florida 
Workforce Florida 
 

AG 
BI 
CF 
CM 
CU 
CA 
CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
HR 
HE 
JU 
MS 
RE 
RI 
RC 
TR 
 
  

http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S23�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S15�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S4�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S7�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S6�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S32�
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i) pawn brokers 
j) petroleum inspections 
k) private investigators 
l) secondary metal recyclers 
m) security guards 
n) sellers of travel  
o) service contracts 
p) sweepstakes 
q) telemarketers 
r) weights & measures 

10) Restaurants, hotels and motels (with RI)  
11) Retailers  
12) Technology 
13) Trade issues  
14) Workforce: 

a) unemployment compensation 
i) drug testing for 

b) workforce training incentives 
c) employment agencies 
d) minimum wage 
e) labor issues  
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Communications, Energy and Public 
Utilities (CU) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Matt Carter 

Chair: Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Christopher L "Chris" Smith (D) 
Senator Thad Altman (R) 
Senator Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff (R) 
Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla (R) 
Senator Greg Evers (R) 
Senator Mike Fasano (R) 
Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Senator Arthenia L Joyner (D) 
Senator Evelyn J Lynn (R) 
Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator Joe Negron (R) 
Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D) 

TOC 

1) Energy (and alternative energy incentives and 
production) 

2) Power generating utilities  
3) Siting issues (with EP)  
4) Telecommunications regulation  

a) cable companies (with CM)  
b) internet and e-mail use and abuse 
c) utilities during emergencies (with MS) 

5) Biofuels  

Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) (energy) 

Energy Office (Executive) 
Florida Energy and Climate 

Commission 
Office Public Counsel 
Public Service Commission (PSC) 

AG 
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CF 
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CU 
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CJ 
ED 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S27�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S29�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S24�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S25�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S36�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S2�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S11�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S18�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S7�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S28�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S30�
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Community Affairs (CA) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Tom Yeatman 

Chair: Senator Michael S "Mike" Bennett (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Jim Norman (R) 
Senator Paula Dockery (R) 
Senator Anthony C "Tony" Hill, Sr (D) 
Senator Garrett Richter (R) 
Senator Jeremy Ring (D) 
Senator Ronda Storms (R) 
Senator John Thrasher (R) 
Senator Stephen R Wise (R) 

TOC 

1) Broad range of issues relating to local governments  
a) cities  
b) community development districts  
c) counties  
d) homestead exemptions  
e) local government finance and taxation 
f) property assessment and taxation 
g) regional authorities  
h) Regional Planning Commissions  
i) special districts  

2) ADA (code-related) and handicapped parking 
3) Affordable housing  
4) Building code and inspection  
5) Coastal management (with EP)  
6) Community redevelopment  
7) Disaster preparedness (with MS)   
8) Eminent domain (with JU)  
9) Enterprise zones (with CM)  
10) Growth management  
11) Homeowners associations (second after RI)  
12) Hurricane Loss Mitigation Fund (215.559) 
13) Impact fees  
14) Mandates  
15) Mobile homes (housing aspect)  
16) Retirement issues for local employees (firefighters, 

EMTs, etc)  
17) Zoning and siting  

Dept of Community Affairs 
Florida Housing Finance Corporation 
Regional Planning Councils (RPC) 

AG 
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CJ 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S21�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S12�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S15�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S1�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S37�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S32�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S10�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S5�
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Criminal Justice (CJ) 
Policy Coordinator: Leah Marino 
Staff Director: Amanda Cannon 

Chair: Senator Greg Evers (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Charles S "Charlie" Dean, Sr (R) 
Senator Paula Dockery (R) 
Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator Christopher L "Chris" Smith (D) 

TOC 

1) Bills creating felonies (at least as second reference) 
2) Corrections and inmates  
3) Creation of crimes 
4) Criminal records  
5) Death penalty  
6) DNA evidence  
7) Domestic violence (criminal matters related to 

domestic violence, protection injunctions, court 
processes or any legal or public safety issues) 

8) Criminal penalties (not civil unless tied to criminal) 
9) Drug penalties  
10) DUI (criminal)  
11)  Juvenile justice  
12) Law enforcement  
13) Parole  
14) Pretrial release  
15) Probation  
16) Prosecutors and public defenders  
17) Prostitution  
18)  Regulation and sales of firearms 
19) Restitution  
20) Sentencing  
21) Sexual offenders  
22) Victims’ rights  
23) Wrongful incarceration (with JU)  

Capital Collateral Regional Council 
Dept of Corrections 
Dept of Juvenile Justice 
Dept of Legal Affairs (criminal) 
Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement (FDLE) 
Parole Commission 
State Attorneys and Public Defenders 

(with JU) 

AG 
BI 
CF 
CM 
CU 
CA 
CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
HR 
HE 
JU 
MS 
RE 
RI 
RC 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S2�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S3�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S15�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S29�
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Education Pre-K – 12 (ED) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Lynda deMarsh-Mathues 

Chair: Senator Stephen R Wise (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator JD Alexander (R) 
Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) 
Senator William J Montford (D) 

TOC 

1) Public schools  
2) School choice  

a) charter schools 
b) home schooling  
c) other public school options  
d) university lab schools 
e) vouchers and scholarships  

3) Blind services 
4) Career and technical education  
5) Dual enrollment  
6) Exceptional student education (including students 

with disabilities and gifted education)  
7) Juvenile justice education  
8) Private schools  
9) Public broadcasting  
10) School readiness and pre-K programs 
11) Student health (with HR)  
12) Workforce education (with HE and CM) 

Dept Education 
FL School/Deaf/Blind 
School Districts 
State Board of Education 

AG 
BI 
CF 
CM 
CU 
CA 
CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
HR 
HE 
JU 
MS 
RE 
RI 
RC 
TR 
 
  

http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S5�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S17�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S27�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S6�
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Environmental Preservation/Conservation 
(EP) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Tom Yeatman 

Chair: Senator Charles S "Charlie" Dean, Sr (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Steve Oelrich (R) 
Senator Nancy C Detert (R) 
Senator Dennis L Jones, DC (R) 
Senator Jack Latvala (R) 
Senator Nan H Rich (D) 
Senator Eleanor Sobel (D) 

TOC 

1) Aquaculture (with AG)  
2) Beaches  
3) Boating and vessel safety 
4) Brownfields  
5) Clean air and water  
6) Clean and alternative energy initiatives  
7) Coastal management (with CA)  
8) Dry cleaning contamination  
9) Environmental land acquisition and protection 

(Florida Forever, etc)  
10) Everglades  
11) Hazardous and solid waste  
12) Hunting and fishing  
13) Mining  
14) Oceans  
15) Oil and gas exploration 
16) Petroleum tanks  
17) Power plant siting  
18) Recycling  
19) State parks and preserves  
20) Water issues (supply and restoration)  
21) Wetlands and other environmental permitting  

Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund 

Dept Environmental Protection 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FWCC) 
Water Management Districts 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S3�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S14�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S23�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S13�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S16�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S34�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S31�
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Ethics & Elections (EE) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley & Craig Meyer 
Staff Director: Dawn Roberts 

Chair: Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Nancy C Detert (R) 
Senator JD Alexander (R) 
Senator Paula Dockery (R) 
Senator Greg Evers (R) 
Senator Don Gaetz (R) 
Senator Arthenia L Joyner (D) 
Senator Steve Oelrich (R) 
Senator Nan H Rich (D) 
Senator Garrett Richter (R) 
Senator David Simmons (R) 
Senator Christopher L "Chris" Smith (D) 
Senator Eleanor Sobel (D) 
Senator John Thrasher (R) 

TOC 

1) Campaign finance  
2) Election law 
3) Election administration 
4) Early voting 
5) Ballot access 
6) Political Advertising 
7) Absentee ballots 
8) Term Limits 
9) Presidential Preference Primary  
10) Ethics law 
11) Standards of Conduct 
12) Voting Conflicts 
13) Conflicts of interest 
14) Financial disclosure 
15) Executive Appointments 
16) Final stop for dual referred executive appointments  
17) Lobbyists  
18) Procedures for initiatives  
19) Second reference (often) on any bills creating elected 

positions 
20) Voter registration and qualifications (including 

felons’ rights)  
21) Voting systems  

Dept State (Elections) 
Elections Commission 
Ethics Commission 

AG 
BI 
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CU 
CA 
CJ 
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EE 
EP 
GO 
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HE 
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RI 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S36�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S23�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S17�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S15�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S2�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S4�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S18�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S14�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S34�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S37�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S22�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S29�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S31�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
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Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability (GO) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley 
Staff Director: Dawn Roberts 

Chair: Senator Jeremy Ring (D) 
Vice Chair: Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) 
Senator Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff (R) 
Senator Charles S "Charlie" Dean, Sr (R) 
Senator Mike Fasano (R) 
Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Senator Rene Garcia (R) 
Senator Jack Latvala (R) 
Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator William J Montford (D) 
Senator Jim Norman (R) 
Senator Stephen R Wise (R) 

TOC 

1) Administrative Procedures  
2) Advisory councils,  
3) Direct Service Organizations (2nd Referece) 
4) Employee benefits  
5) Historical and cultural programs  
6) Inspectors general  
7) Interstate compacts (with JU) second reference on 

bills creating new organizational structure (as second 
reference) 

8) Libraries 
9) Privatization 
10) Procurement  and contracting 
11) Public employees  
12) Second reference for all public records and open 

meeting bills 
13) Sovereign immunity (with JU, HR)  
14) State Board of Administration and state investments  
15) State facilities  
16) State health insurance  
17) State information technology  
18) State organization and structure  
19) State retirement system  
20) Whistleblowers  

Agency for Enterprise Information 
Technology (AEIT) 

Dept Management Services 
Dept State (except elections and 

corporations) 
Division of Administrative Hearings 
Executive Office of the Governor 

(except economic development 
areas) 

Human Relations Commission 
Public Employees Relations 

Commission 
State Board of Administration 

AG 
BI 
CF 
CM 
CU 
CA 
CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
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HE 
JU 
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TR 
 
  

http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S32�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S27�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S25�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S3�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S11�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S40�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S16�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S6�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S12�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S5�
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Health Regulation (HR) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Sandra Stovall 

Chair: Senator Rene Garcia (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Eleanor Sobel (D) 
Senator Thad Altman (R) 
Senator Michael S "Mike" Bennett (R) 
Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla (R) 
Senator Mike Fasano (R) 
Senator Don Gaetz (R) 
Senator Andy Gardiner (R) 
Senator Dennis L Jones, DC (R) 
Senator Jack Latvala (R) 
Senator Jim Norman (R) 
Senator Jeremy Ring (D) 

TOC 

1) Agency for Health Care Administration  
a) health care facility and services licensure and 

inspection 
b) certificate of need 
c) certification of health maintenance organizations 

and prepaid health clinics  
d) nursing home regulation 
e) regulatory enforcement and investigation of 

consumer complaints 
f) Florida Center for Health Information and Policy 

Analysis 
g) Electronic Health Information  
h) Assisted living communities 

2) Local health planning councils  
3) Medicaid and Medicaid reform 
4) Health insurance mandates (after BI)  
5) Uninsured and efforts to increase the number of 

people with health care coverage 
6) Health insurance for children 

a) CHIP 
b) Florida Healthy Kids Corporation  
c) KidCare, in the Agency for Health Care 

Administration 
7) Department of Health regulation of: 

a) Health care practitioners  
i) licensure and consumer complaints 
ii) investigative and prosecutorial services 

b) Emergency medical services 
i) licensing of emergency medical technicians 

and paramedics 
ii) selection of trauma centers 
iii) injury prevention 
iv) public health disaster preparedness, 

c) Enforcement of the Florida Drug and Cosmetic 

Agency for Health Care Administration 
Dept of Health 
Public Health Agencies 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S40�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S31�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S24�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S21�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S36�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S11�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S4�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S9�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S13�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S16�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S12�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S32�
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Act, including drug “pedigree papers 
d) Environmental health programs such as 

i) biomedical waste disposal 
ii) development of an electronic health 

information infrastructure 
iii) food hygiene  
iv) group care facilities  
v) lodging parks 
vi) migrant labor camps 
vii) mobile home parks  
viii) onsite sewage treatment and disposal 

systems 
ix) patient safety initiatives  
x) public and private water programs  
xi) radiation control  
xii) recreational camps  
xiii) recreational vehicle parks 
xiv) regulation of public swimming and bathing 

places 
xv) surface water quality  

e) tanning facilities 
8) Public health services, such as: 

a) county health departments 
b) children’s medical services  
c) disease control, TB, HIV/AIDS 
d) environmental epidemiology and toxicology 
e) family health services  
f) laboratory services  
g) pharmacy services  
h) vital statistics 
i) brain and spinal cord injury 

9) Health professional recruitment,  
10) Rural health care development  
11) Tobacco 
12) Correctional Medical Authority  
13) Health care policy issues, such as: 

a) abortion law,  
b) advance directives,  
c) assisted suicide,  
d) biomedical research,  
e) health care ethics,  
f) health care fraud and abuse,  
g) human-subject medical research,  
h) medical 1592, insurance (after BI)  
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i) right to privacy  
j) sovereign immunity (with GO, JU) 
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Higher Education (HE) 
Policy Coordinator: Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: Lynda deMarsh-Mathues 

Chair: Senator Steve Oelrich (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Senator Evelyn J Lynn (R) 
Senator Joe Negron (R) 
Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D) 

TOC 

1) Adult education 
2) Financial assistance for students enrolled in public 

and private  postsecondary institutions including 
a) prepaid college programs  
b) scholarships,   
c) tuition assistance  

3) Florida college system institutions  
a) community colleges  
b) private postsecondary institutions  

i) private colleges  
ii) postsecondary schools  
iii) universities  

c) state colleges 
4) State universities 
5) Teacher preparation programs (with ED)  
6) University research and commercialization of 

research   
7) Vocational rehabilitation  
8) Workforce education (with ED and CM) 

Board of Governors of the State 
University System and state 
universities 

Commission for Independent Education 
Dept of Education (postsecondary 

education) 
State Board of Education 

(postsecondary education) 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S14�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S7�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S28�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S30�


General Subject Area Trends for Senate Substantive Committees  2011-
2012 

 

 
 
  Page 19 

Judiciary (JU) 
Policy Coordinator: Leah Marino 
Staff Director: Tom Cibula 

Chair: Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Arthenia L Joyner (D) 
Senator Ellyn Setnor Bogdanoff (R) 
Senator Garrett Richter (R) 
Senator David Simmons (R) 
Senator John Thrasher (R) 

TOC 

1) Alternative dispute resolution  
2) Civil law matters including such as:  

a) business associations (with CM) 
b) condominium and community associations (with 

RI and CA) (RI usually first) 
c) landlord-tenant relations  
d) litigation reform  
e) medical malpractice (with HR and BI) 
f) real property  
g) sovereign immunity (with GO HR) 
h) wrongful death  

3) Compensation for wrongful incarceration (with CJ) 
4) Evidence  
5) Family law such as:  

a) alimony 
b) child custody 
c) marriage 
d) visitation (and some issues such as child support 

and adoption with CF)  
6) Interstate compacts (with GO)  
7) Legislation proposing revisions to the State 

Constitution or implicating state or federal 
constitutional issues 

8) Liens and judgments and  
9) Probate and trust law  
10) Some criminal law matters (on subsequent reference 

after CJ)  
11) State courts system including issues relating to: 

a)  judges  
b) clerks of court  
c) legal profession and  
d) Revision 7 to Article V of the State Constitution 

12) Immigration  

Clerks of court 
Dept of Legal Affairs (civil) 
Guardians ad litem (with CF)  
Justice Administrative Commission 
Sections of The Florida Bar 
State attorneys, public defenders, and 

criminal conflict and civil regional 
counsel and private conflict counsel 
(with CJ and JA) 

State courts (including the Office of the 
State Courts Administrator) 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S18�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S25�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S37�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S22�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
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Military Affairs, Space, and Domestic 
Security (MS) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley  
Staff Director: Matt Carter 

Chair: Senator Thad Altman (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Anthony C "Tony" Hill, Sr (D) 
Senator Michael S "Mike" Bennett (R) 
Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator Dennis L Jones, DC (R) 
Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D) 
Senator Ronda Storms (R) 

TOC 

1) Emergency management  
2) Disaster preparedness  
3) Homeland security issues (can include driver’s 

license and identity issues)  
4) Seaport security 
5) Space 
6) Veterans and military affairs 

Dept of Community Affairs 
(Emergency Management) 

Dept of Military Affairs 
Dept of Veterans Affairs 
Florida Dept of Law 

Enforcement(FDLE) 
Space Florida  
 
NOTE: Committee has also reviewed 

domestic security budget items 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S24�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S1�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S21�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S13�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S30�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S10�
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Reapportionment (RE) 
Policy Coordinator: Andy Bardos 
Staff Director: John Guthrie 

Chair: Senator Don Gaetz (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) 
Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator Charles S "Charlie" Dean, Sr (R) 
Senator Nancy C Detert (R) 
Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla (R) 
Senator Greg Evers (R) 
Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Senator Rene Garcia (R) 
Senator Andy Gardiner (R) 
Senator D Alan Hays (R) 
Senator Jack Latvala (R) 
Senator Evelyn J Lynn (R) 
Senator William J Montford (D) 
Senator Joe Negron (R) 
Senator Nan H Rich (D) 
Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D) 
Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Senator Eleanor Sobel (D) 
Senator Ronda Storms (R) 
Senator John Thrasher (R) 

TOC 

All issues relating to the redistricting of congressional 
and legislative districts 

 AG 
BI 
CF 
CM 
CU 
CA 
CJ 
ED 
EE 
EP 
GO 
HR 
HE 
JU 
MS 
RE 
RI 
RC 
TR 
 
  

http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S4�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S27�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S3�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S23�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S36�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S2�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S40�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S9�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S20�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S16�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S7�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S6�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S28�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S34�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S30�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S31�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S10�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
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Regulated Industries (RI) 
Policy Coordinator: Leah Marino 
Staff Director: Booter Imhof 

Chair: Senator Dennis L Jones, DC (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D) 
Senator Thad Altman (R) 
Senator Charles S "Charlie" Dean, Sr (R) 
Senator Miguel Diaz de la Portilla (R) 
Senator Anthony C "Tony" Hill, Sr (D) 
Senator Jim Norman (R) 
Senator Nan H Rich (D) 
Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Senator John Thrasher (R) 
Senator Stephen R Wise (R) 

TOC 

1) Alcohol and tobacco issues 
2) Amusement Arcades 
3) Boxing regulation 
4) Building code (second after CA) 
5) Child Labor 
6) Construction Lien Law (with JU)  
7) Condominiums and cooperatives (with JU) 
8) Elevators 
9) Employee Leasing Companies 
10) Farm Labor 
11) Funeral directors  & Cemeteries (with BI) 
12) Gambling  
13) Game promotions (with CM)  
14) Homeowners and community associations (with CA 

and JU) 
15) Indoor smoking ban (implementation of 

constitutional language) 
16) Landlord-tenant (with JU)  
17) Mobile home parks 
18) Pool regulations (as second ref after HR) 
19) Professional groups regulated through DBPR 

accounts:  
a) architects 
b) athletic agents 
c) CPAs 
d) Construction 

i) Asbestos Contractors, Consultants 
ii) Building code administrators & Inspectors 
iii) Construction Contractors 

e) cosmetologists, barbers  
f) electrical and alarm contractors  
g) engineers 
h) geologists 
i) harbor pilots 
j) home inspectors 

Dept of Business and Professional 
Regulation 

Dept of the Lottery 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S13�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S30�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S24�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S3�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S36�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S1�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S12�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S34�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S5�
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k) interior design 
l) landscape architects 
m) mold-related services   
n) real estate professionals 
o) talent agencies 
p) veterinarians 

20) Restaurants and lodging establishments (with CM) 
21) State Lottery 
22) Surveyors and mappers (with AG)  
23) Timeshares  
24) Travel clubs 
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Rules (RC) 
Policy Coordinator: Craig Meyer & Elizabeth Moya 
Staff Director: John Phelps 

Chair: Senator John Thrasher (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator JD Alexander (R) 
Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator Anitere Flores (R) 
Senator Don Gaetz (R) 
Senator Andy Gardiner (R) 
Senator Dennis L Jones, DC (R) 
Senator Gwen Margolis (D) 
Senator Joe Negron (R) 
Senator Garrett Richter (R) 
Senator Gary Siplin (D) 
Senator Christopher L "Chris" Smith (D) 
Senator Stephen R Wise (R) 

TOC 

1) Internal operation of the Legislature 
2) Lobbyist conduct  
3) Local bills 
4) Proposed constitutional amendments  
5) Public records bills (often last reference) 
6) Regulation of members’ conduct  
7) Reviser’s bills  
8) Senate resolutions 
9) Veto messages  
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S8�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S17�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S38�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S4�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S9�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S13�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S35�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S28�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S37�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S19�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S29�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S5�
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Transportation (TR) 
Policy Coordinator: Katherine Halley  
Staff Director: Katherine Halley 

Chair: Senator Jack Latvala (R) 
Vice Chair: Senator Greg Evers (R) 
Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R) 
Senator Larcenia J Bullard (D) 
Senator Rene Garcia (R) 
Senator Arthenia L Joyner (D) 
Senator Ronda Storms (R) 

TOC 

1) Airports  
2) Aviation  
3) Drivers’ licenses  
4) DUI, BUI (with CJ)  
5) Highway Patrol  
6) License plates  
7) Marinas (with EP)  
8) Motor fuels, including taxation  
9) Motor vehicle dealers  
10) Railroads 
11) Regulation of driving – “rules of the road” 
12) Regulation of use of various vehicles – including:  

a) ATVs  
b) autos 
c) bike safety  
d) scooters 

13) Road construction  
14) Road naming  
15) Seaports 
16) Seat belt laws  
17) Transportation authorities 
18) Transportation funding –state and local 
19) Transportation of goods  
20) Vessels – registration and sales  

Dept of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles 
Dept of Transportation 
Transportation Commission 
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http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S16�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S2�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S27�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S39�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S40�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S18�
http://www.flsenate.gov/legislators/Senate/S10�
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