
SECTION 7. Passage of bills.—Any bill may originate in either house and after passage in one may be 

amended in the other. It shall be read in each house on three separate days, unless this rule is waived by two-
thirds vote; provided the publication of its title in the journal of a house shall satisfy the requirement for the 
first reading in that house. On each reading, it shall be read by title only, unless one-third of the members 
present desire it read in full. On final passage, the vote of each member voting shall be entered on the journal. 
Passage of a bill shall require a majority vote in each house. Each bill and joint resolution passed in both 
houses shall be signed by the presiding officers of the respective houses and by the secretary of the senate and 
the clerk of the house of representatives during the session or as soon as practicable after its adjournment sine 
die.

History.—Am. S.J.R. 1349, 1980; adopted 1980. 
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SECTION 8. Executive approval and veto.—
(a) Every bill passed by the legislature shall be presented to the governor for approval and shall become a 

law if the governor approves and signs it, or fails to veto it within seven consecutive days after presentation. If 
during that period or on the seventh day the legislature adjourns sine die or takes a recess of more than thirty 
days, the governor shall have fifteen consecutive days from the date of presentation to act on the bill. In all 
cases except general appropriation bills, the veto shall extend to the entire bill. The governor may veto any 
specific appropriation in a general appropriation bill, but may not veto any qualification or restriction without 
also vetoing the appropriation to which it relates. 

(b) When a bill or any specific appropriation of a general appropriation bill has been vetoed, the governor 

shall transmit signed objections thereto to the house in which the bill originated if in session. If that house is 
not in session, the governor shall file them with the custodian of state records, who shall lay them before that 
house at its next regular or special session, whichever occurs first, and they shall be entered on its journal. If 
the originating house votes to re-enact a vetoed measure, whether in a regular or special session, and the 
other house does not consider or fails to re-enact the vetoed measure, no further consideration by either house 
at any subsequent session may be taken. If a vetoed measure is presented at a special session and the 
originating house does not consider it, the measure will be available for consideration at any intervening 
special session and until the end of the next regular session. 

(c) If each house shall, by a two-thirds vote, re-enact the bill or reinstate the vetoed specific appropriation 

of a general appropriation bill, the vote of each member voting shall be entered on the respective journals, 
and the bill shall become law or the specific appropriation reinstated, the veto notwithstanding. 

History.—Ams. proposed by Constitution Revision Commission, Revision Nos. 8 and 13, 1998, filed with the Secretary of State May 

5, 1998; adopted 1998. 
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SECTION 20. Standards for establishing congressional district boundaries.—In establishing congressional 

district boundaries:
(a) No apportionment plan or individual district shall be drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor a 

political party or an incumbent; and districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or 
abridging the equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to 
diminish their ability to elect representatives of their choice; and districts shall consist of contiguous territory. 

(b) Unless compliance with the standards in this subsection conflicts with the standards in subsection (a) 

or with federal law, districts shall be as nearly equal in population as is practicable; districts shall be compact; 
and districts shall, where feasible, utilize existing political and geographical boundaries. 

(c) The order in which the standards within subsections (a) and (b) of this section are set forth shall not 

be read to establish any priority of one standard over the other within that subsection. 
History.—Proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary of State September 28, 2007; adopted 2010. 

Note.—The subsections of section 20, as it appeared in Amendment No. 6, proposed by Initiative Petition filed with the Secretary 

of State September 28, 2007, and adopted in 2010, were designated (1)-(3); the editors redesignated them as (a)-(c) to conform to 

the format of the State Constitution. 
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