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2025 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, SPACE, AND 
DOMESTIC SECURITY 

 Senator Wright, Chair 

 Senator Collins, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

TIME: 1:45—3:45 p.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Wright, Chair; Senator Collins, Vice Chair; Senators Burgess, Sharief, Thompson, and 
Truenow 
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Presentation by the Florida Sheriff's Association on Domestic Security and Legislative 
Priorities 
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Presentation by the Florida Police Chiefs Association on Domestic Security and Legislative 
Priorities 
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Senate Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, 

Space, and Domestic Security

February 4, 2025
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Florida’s Domestic Security Mandate

Section 943.03(14), F.S., mandates FDLE to:

• Coordinate and direct law enforcement and initial emergency responses to 

terrorism, immigration enforcement incidents, and other matters related to the 

domestic security within Florida.

• Assist the Federal Government with enforcing federal immigration laws.

• Work closely with the Division of Emergency Management, as well as other public 

and private multi-disciplinary partners to accomplish the domestic security mission. 
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Mark Glass, Commissioner



Florida’s Domestic Security Goals

• Prepare for terrorism and other domestic security and immigration incidents and 
events.

• Prevent and deter acts of terrorism.

• Protect  our residents, visitors, and critical infrastructure against acts of terrorism.

• Mitigate the impact of an incident to preserve life, property, and the environment.

• Respond in an immediate and coordinated manner focused on life safety, 
incident stabilization, property conservation, and community stabilization.

• Recover quickly and effectively following an incident.
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Mark Glass, Commissioner



FDLE Roles & Responsibilities

• Coordinate Florida’s comprehensive response to acts of terrorism and other matters 
related to the domestic security of Florida.

• Serve as Homeland Security Advisor.

• Implement and maintain Florida’s Domestic Security Strategic Plan.

• Chair the Domestic Security Oversight Council.

• Facilitate Regional Domestic Security Task Forces (RDSTF).

• Co-chair Domestic Security Coordinating Group.
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Mark Glass, Commissioner



FDLE Roles & Responsibilities

• Coordinate the annual domestic security funding process.

• Produce annual Domestic Security and Critical Infrastructure reports.

• Oversee intelligence / information exchange through the Florida Fusion Center 
Network.

• Prepare recommendations for the Governor and Legislature to limit the state’s 
vulnerability to terrorism. 
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

Florida’s Domestic Security Governance



REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCES
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North Florida RDSTF

Region 2

NW Florida RDSTF

Region 1

NE Florida RDSTF

Region 3

Central Florida

Region 5
Tampa Bay RDSTF

Region 4

Ft. Myers RDSTF

Region 6 Miami RDSTF

Region 7

Regional Domestic Security Task Forces
Foundation of Florida’s Domestic Security Model

8

Mark Glass, Commissioner



Domestic Security Funding in Florida
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

Year SHSP UASI OPSG

2024 $    8,409,514.00 $  21,208,221.00 $  2,133,210.00 

2023 $    9,343,905.00 $  23,628,750.00 $  3,336,500.00 

2022 $    9,343,905.00 $  22,350,000.00 $  2,752,500.00 

2021 $    9,701,894.00 $  22,350,000.00 $  2,671,000.00 

2020 $  10,159,000.00 $  21,750,000.00 $  3,009,335.00 

2019 $  10,566,000.00 $  13,500,000.00 $  3,082,563.00 

2018 $  10,566,000.00 $  10,500,000.00 $  2,257,628.00 

2017 $  11,023,500.00 $    8,017,000.00 $  1,135,172.00 

2016 $  11,040,500.00 $    8,392,000.00 $  1,150,084.00 

2015 $  11,040,500.00 $    8,500,000.00 $  1,150,084.00 

2014 $  11,010,000.00 $    9,500,000.00 $      872,116.00 

2013 $    9,574,272.00 $    8,500,000.00 $      954,977.00 

2012 $    8,839,003.00 $    9,443,931.00 $      250,000.00 

2011 $  16,505,787.00 $  18,813,435.00 $      250,000.00 

2010 $  33,011,575.00 $  35,367,406.00 $      870,000.00 

2009 $  35,236,000.00 $  35,356,550.00 Began in 2010

2008 $  37,725,163.00 $  41,036,993.00 

2007 $  44,239,454.00 $  45,483,072.00 

2006 $  45,025,770.00 $  55,246,140.00 

2005 $  44,728,450.00 $  30,885,716.00 

2004 $  70,382,000.00 $  37,187,212.00 

2024 Award Type 2024 Award Amount

FL SHSP $8,409,514

Jacksonville UASI $1,346,340

Miami UASI $13,040,425

Orlando UASI $3,410,728

Tampa Bay UASI $3,410,728

SHSP- State Homeland Security Grant Program 

UASI- Urban Area Security Initiative

OPSG- Operation Stonegarden 



Florida’s Domestic Security Funding Projects
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

Project # Project Title Amount Requested

Management & Administration $420,475.00 

1 Sustainment of Fusion Center Operations $404,250 

2 Sustainment of Fusion Center Personnel $964,500 

3 Leon County Elections Security $127,250 

4 R2 Rural County Elections Security $238,340 

5 Domestic Security Planning Meetings $42,000 

6 Statewide Data Sharing System $ 1,238,693 

7 City of Tallahassee Wells-Tanks-Camera-Access Control $249,720 

8 SWAT Building Capabilities $820,643 

9 Bomb Team Sustainment $1,400,000 

10 SWAT Training $75,000 

11 Bomb Team Building Capabilities $157,500 

12 Hazmat Sustainment $491,178 

13 Hazmat Training $95,000 



Florida’s Domestic Security Funding Projects
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

Project # Project Title Amount Requested

14 Maritime Security Response Team Training $342,480 

15 Pilot Course Development – FAC – R7 $158,605 

16 Bradenton Mobile Cameras – R6 $94,988 

17 FL Law Enforcement Training Academy Target Hardening $371,459 

18 Fusion Liaison Officer-Terrorism Liaison Joint Project $100,000 

19 Tent Refurbish Health Coalition* $51,000 

20 Urban Search & Rescue Sustainment $637,420 

21 Urban Search & Rescue Training $512,290 

22 Maritime Security Response Team Building Capabilities* $342,500 

23 Mobile Radio System – R7* $604,000 

24 R1 ECSO Vehicle Barriers* $735,000 

25 R4 Vehicle Barriers* $735,000 

26 Communications-Interoperability System* $460,000 

27 Communications-Joint Training Exercise* $40,000



Emergency Preparedness - Exercise
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE has created a full time Emergency Preparedness Unit with responsibilities 
for internal agency emergency management functions, as well as supporting 
external partners.

• This unit has participated in, planned, and/or delivered multiple exercises, to 
include the Statewide Terrorism Exercise series, Continuity of Government 
Exercise, FDLE Continuity of Operations Exercise, Florida State University 
Stadium Evacuation Exercise, and Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Electrical Grid Security Tabletop Exercise.



Emergency Preparedness - Training
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE’s Emergency Preparedness Unit works with the Florida Division of 
Emergency Management (FDEM) and local agencies to provide the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved training 
internally and externally to ensure Florida responders and FDLE are 
compliant with Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 and Presidential 
Policy Directive 8.

• Currently, two members are approved by FDEM to teach FEMA classes. 
This capability will be expanded in 2025.



Critical Infrastructure Assessment and Evaluation Software
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE sought to resolve the gap in situational awareness of critical infrastructure 
that occurs at the state and local level. 

• FDLE’s Tallahassee Regional Operations Center was able to catalog nearly 
2,000 critical infrastructure facilities.

• Statewide launch occurred September 1, 2024. 

• Three sworn Inspectors have been hired, and six non-sworn critical 
infrastructure specialists are being hired statewide with the mission of 
identifying, cataloging, and assessing critical infrastructure facilities.



School Security Assessment Grant Program
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE was appropriated $5 million in FY 2024-25 in pass-through grant funding 
for local law enforcement to support the following activities related to private K-
12 schools on a voluntary basis:

• Conduct physical site security assessments for and provide reports to 
Florida private schools with recommendations on improving infrastructure 
and safety;

• Assist Florida private schools in developing active assailant response 
protocols, as well as develop/implement training related to active assailant 
responses (i.e., drills for students and school personnel); and/or

• Consult with private schools in implementing a threat management 
program similar to those required under s. 1001.212(12), F.S., for public 
schools.



Threats to Critical Infrastructure – 

Drones
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE is strengthening the response to drones as a threat through drone 
detection capabilities.

• The agency currently maintains both fixed and relocatable drone detection 
systems.

• These systems are able to identify drones, assess the speed, direction, 
and altitude of the drone, provide remote identification information as 
required by the Federal Aviation Administration, and locate the pilot. 



Threats to Critical Infrastructure – 

Preventative Radiological/Nuclear Detection (PRND)
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• FDLE currently maintains man-portable radiological detection with 
spectroscopic capabilities.

• The agency is currently working with our Regional Domestic Security Task 
Force partners to assess the PRND capabilities throughout the state.



Threats to Critical Infrastructure – Vehicle Barriers
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Mark Glass, Commissioner

• Through the domestic security funding process, as 
approved by Domestic Security Oversight Council, and 
in coordination with FDEM, all regions have either 
received or are in the process of receiving vehicle 
barrier sets. 

• All vehicle barriers purchased through State Homeland 
Security Grant program funds or by FDEM are both 
shareable and deployable statewide.

• There have already been several instances of 
preventative success in the deployment of these 
barriers.
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QUESTIONS? QUESTIONS? 

David Binder

Deputy Commissioner/Homeland Security Advisor

DavidBinder@fdle.state.fl.us 

850-410-7112

19
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Florida Highway Patrol 
(FHP) Force

• FHP currently has 13 Troops across 
the State of Florida

• 10 Troops are dedicated to Patrol 
Operations

• 2 Troops are dedicated to 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement

• 1 Troop is dedicated to the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigations and 
Intelligence



CRIMINAL 
INTERDICTION UNIT 

(CIU)

CIU Activities

Missing persons

Manhunts

Search warrants/arrest warrants

Intensive canine training

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)

Train local, county and state stakeholders in criminal interdiction techniques

           Canine Program

            Utilize primarily German Shepherds and Belgian Malinois

            Handlers and canines complete a rigorous training program and are
            certified annually in drug detection and apprehension

      

Handheld Narcotic Analyzers

42 handheld narcotic analyzers for Evidence
Custodians and Criminal Interdiction Troopers

Device eliminates the need to handle the 
narcotics or use individual test kits

Reduces time at roadside identifying 
unknown substances



FHP Criminal 
Interdiction Unit

• Over 3000 pounds of Marijuana seized

• Over 325 pounds of Cocaine seized

• Over 420 pounds of Methamphetamine seized

• Over 55 pounds of Fentanyl seized

• Over 500 pounds of other types of illegal 
drugs seized, and prescription medication

• $4,829,375 in U.S. currency, 273 vehicles, and 
190 weapons seized. 



• Multi-agency criminal interdiction operations and 
training for those with boots on the ground. Since 
its inception, BITE has conducted over 15 operations 
throughout the state.

• On December 18, 2023, the Multi-Agency Task 
Force recovered over $750,000 in seized assets, 
including bulk U.S. currency, narcotics, and firearms.

• On August 1, 2024, the Multi-Agency Task Force 
recovered over $500,000 in assets, including 
narcotics, firearms, and currency. 

B.I.T.E. BACK
Border Integrity 
Trafficking Enforcement



Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations & 
Intelligence (BCII)

• Intelligence and Analysis

• Fusion Centers

• Taskforces – DEA, FBI 

     JTTF, MBI

• Homeland Security

• Dignitary Protection Services

• CIU Policy and Training

• Auxiliary



FHP REGIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 

CENTERS

Seven 24/7 Emergency 
Communications Centers

Support 8 State Law 
Enforcement Agencies

1.3 million calls for service* 
via *FHP(347) answered, 

911 transfers, and 
administrative phone lines

Communicate with field 
responders and other public 

safety dispatch personnel 
via radio



Aviation Unit & 
Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems

• Manhunts

• Apprehension of dangerous 
criminals

• Damage assessments-
Hurricanes, natural disasters

• Civil unrest, riots

• 3-D mapping and 
reconstruction of crime/crash 
scenes 

• Traffic control

• Silver, Amber, and Blue alerts



• Operation Lone Star

FHP Troopers assisted in Texas at the southern 
border.

• Operation Vigilant Sentry 

Assisted Monroe County Sheriff’s Office with 
an influx of migrants in the Florida Keys.

• Operation Faithful Service 

Provided security at faith-based institutions across 
Florida following the terrorist attack on Israel.

FHP Law Enforcement 
Operations
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Senate Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and 
Domestic Security Committee
Presentation by Sheriff Rob Hardwick
February 4, 2025



• Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs Association has
been the voice of Florida's sheriffs, united in the
service of protecting Florida's citizens and
visitors. We are committed to fostering the
effectiveness of the Office of Sheriff through
leadership, innovative practices, legislative
initiatives, education and training.

2

FSA’S MISSION
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FSA LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

FSA 
President

• Sheriff Bill Prummell, 
Charlotte County

Legislative 
Chair

• Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, 
Pinellas County

Legislative 
Committee

• Sheriffs 
Appointed 
by the 
President
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2025-2026 LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Chair (Pinellas)

Sheriff Rick Wells (Manatee) Sheriff Grady Judd (Polk)

Sheriff Mike Adkinson (Walton) Sheriff Dennis Lemma (Seminole)

Sheriff Michelle Cook (Clay) Sheriff John Mina (Orange)

Sheriff Rob Hardwick (St. Johns) Sheriff Bill Prummell (Charlotte)

Sheriff Mike Harrison (Gulf) Sheriff Bobby Schultz (Gilchrist)

Sheriff Mark Hunter (Columbia) Sheriff Al Nienhuis (Hernando)

Sheriff Bobby McCallum (Levy) Sheriff Billy Woods (Marion)



FSA 2025 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
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• Xylazine 

- Will add Xylazine to the Florida’s trafficking statute to 
hold criminals who unlawfully manufacture or sell 
Xylazine accountable by providing law enforcement with 
the tools to go after these drug dealers. 

• Luring or Enticing a Child

- Will amend current law to increase the penalty from a 
misdemeanor to a felony for an adult who intentionally 
lures or entices or attempts to lure or entice a child 
under the age of 12, other than for a lawful purpose.

- This legislation will also increase the criminal penalties 
for repeat offenders. 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
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Domestic Security Initiatives
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• Sheriffs continue to work with FDLE and state fusion 
center on information dissemination

- Fusion Center model works and allows for actionable 
intelligence to flow from all levels of government.

• Florida Model Jail Standards and New Initiatives

- Member of the FMJS are working to ensure all jails are 
safely inspected.

- Sheriffs are working to gather and collect intel to share 
among federal, state and local law enforcement 
agencies. 

DOMESTIC SECURITY
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 BEN ALBRITTON JASON BRODEUR 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

January 27, 2025 

 

Senator Tom Wright 

Chair, Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security 

 

 

 

Dear Senator Wright, 

 

 

This is a request for an excusal from the February 4th meeting of the Committee on Military and 

Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security. Thank you for your consideration on this 

matter. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Senator Danny Burgess 

The Florida Senate 

District 23 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Tim Proctor, Staff Director 

CC: Lois Graham, Committee Administrative Assistant  



 

 

SENATOR GERALDINE F. "GERI" 
THOMPSON 

15th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education,  
  Vice Chair 
Education Postsecondary 
Education Pre-K - 12 
Fiscal Policy 
Judiciary 
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  Domestic Security 
Rules 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   511 W. South Street, Suite 205, Orlando, Florida 32805  (407) 245-0194 
   205 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5015 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 BEN ALBRITTON JASON BRODEUR 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

January 15, 2025 

 

The Honorable Chair Wright 

Chairman  

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

Dear Chair Wright, 

 

 I am writing to formally request a leave of absence due to a medical condition from the 

Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and Domestic Security during the interim 

committee meetings scheduled from January 13 through February 21, 2025.  While I regret being 

unable to actively participate in Senate proceedings during this period, this temporary leave is 

essential to enable me to return to my duties fully restored. 

 

I greatly appreciate your understanding and support during this time. If additional documentation 

or details are needed, please let me know.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Senator Geraldine F. Thompson  

FL Senate District 15 

 

Cc: Tim Proctor, Staff Director 

       Lois Graham, Committee Administrative Assistant 

       Maggie Gerson, Staff Director 
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