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2025 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    EDUCATION POSTSECONDARY 

 Senator Calatayud, Chair 

 Senator Simon, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

TIME: 8:30—10:30 a.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Calatayud, Chair; Senator Simon, Vice Chair; Senators Berman, Fine, Harrell, Jones, 
Rodriguez, and Thompson 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Presentation on Postsecondary Career and Technical Education by Dr. Kevin O’Farrell, 
Chancellor, Career, Technical & Adult Education, Florida Department of Education 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Presentations on Institution Career and Technical Education Programs by Big Bend 
Technical College and Santa Fe College 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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Career and Technical 
Education

Senate Committee 
on Postsecondary 

Education

February 4, 2025
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Florida’s 17 Career and Technical Education (CTE) Pathways
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Types of Postsecondary CTE Programs/Courses

Signifies a student has 
successfully completed a 

(clock hour) postsecondary 
career education program 

and is ready for 
employment in a field that 
requires non-college credit 

postsecondary training.

Career Certificate

Examples:
Florida Law Enforcement 

Academy, Automotive Service 
Technology, Practical Nursing

Signifies a student has 
successfully completed a 

(clock hour or college 
credit) postsecondary 

career education program 
and is ready for 

employment in a field; the 
program has embedded 
statewide articulation 

leading to the award of an 
AS degree.

Applied Technology 
Diploma

Examples:
Dental Assisting Technology and 

Management—ATD

Prepares students for 
occupations that require a 

two-year technical 
degree.

Associate in 
Science/Associate in 

Applied Science 

Examples:
Business Administration (A.S.), 

Cybersecurity (A.S.) Nursing R.N. 
(A.S.), Automotive Service 

Management Technology (A.A.S.)

Prepares students for 
entry into employment in 
a field that requires some 
college credit but less than 

a degree and signifies a 
student has successfully 

completed part of an A.S. 
degree.

College Credit 
Certificate 

Examples:
Paramedic, Business 

Entrepreneurship

Prepares students who 
already have an earned 

A.S./A.A.S. or 
baccalaureate degree with 

an advanced specialized 
program of instruction.

Advanced Technical 
Certificate

Examples:
Funeral Services, Paralegal Studies, 

Computer Programming and 
Analysis
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Florida Tech Center Map
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Florida College System Map
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CTE by the 
Numbers
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Postsecondary CTE Enrollment Trends
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Postsecondary CTE Completion Trends
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Top 10 Earned Postsecondary Industry Certifications
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Florida 
Performance
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2023 Talent Attraction Scorecard

• Florida ranked #1 for the second year in the 2023 Talent Attraction Scorecard.

State 2023 Rank​ 2022 Rank
2023 Job 

Growth Rank 

2023 Skilled 
Job Growth 

Rank

2023 
Competitive 
Effect Rank

2023 
Migration 

Rank

Florida #1 #1 #5 #4 #2 #2

Texas #2 #2 #4 #6 #1 #3

Vermont #3 #30 #48 #40 #20 #1

Idaho #4 #3 #1 #1 #10 #12
North 
Carolina #5 #6 #8 #7 #4 #6
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CTE Program Quality Audit

• Rule 6A-10.0342, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Career and Technical Education 
Program Quality Audit Rule, also known as the CTE Audit Rule, sets forth the procedures, 
thresholds, and timelines for reviewing secondary and postsecondary Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs in accordance with Section (s.)1003.491(5), F.S. 

• The rule also describes the CTE Program Quality Targets that programs are expected to meet 
and the required actions for programs that do not meet those targets. 

• Beginning in calendar year 2026,  programs that fail to meet the targets for a metric will be 
notified for the phase out process outlined in subsections (5) and (6) of the rule.
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Postsecondary CTE Audit Metrics and Targets

Postsecondary 

Metric Number
Postsecondary Metric Primary Target Alternative Target

1
Retention Rate or

Success Rate

At least 50% using the 

most recent reporting 

year data

At least 50% using the 

most recent three-

reporting year average

2

Completers Continuing 

Education or Employed 

Rate

At least 70% using the 

most recent reporting 

year data

At least 70% using the 

most recent three-

reporting year average

3 In-Demand Occupation

Program meets 

demand criteria and/or 

local demand criteria 

as defined in the most 

recent MCL

Evidence of Labor 

Market Alignment on the 

most recent CLNA
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2024 Postsecondary Statewide CTE Audit Findings
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2024 Postsecondary Statewide CTE Audit Findings
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Identifying 
Credentials of Value
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Must meet 
demand and 

wage 
thresholds.

The Master Credentials List (MCL)

advanced technical certificates, career certificates, college credit certificates, industry 
certifications, registered apprenticeship certificates, licenses, applied technology diplomas, 

associate in applied science degrees, and associate in science degrees.

The MCL is includes 
the following types of 

credentials:

Non-Degree 
Credentials

Must meet 
demand 

thresholds.

Degree 
Credentials

All credentials on the MCL are 
reviewed annually to ensure they 

align with demand and wage 
standards as outlined in the 

Framework of Quality.

Annual Evaluation:
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Workforce 
Development
Capitalization 

Incentive 
Grant
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Workforce Development Capitalization Incentive Grant

Established to provide grants to school districts and Florida College System institutions to fund some or all of 
the costs associated with the creation or expansion of career and technical education workforce development 

programs that lead to industry certifications included on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.  The 
program allows for multi-year grants to address more extensive capital needs.

$190 Million

Awarded 

since 

inception

In 2024, $90 

million was 

distributed to 

support 66 

agencies

48 

School

Districts

12 

FCS 

In 2023, $100 

million was 

distributed to 

support 64 

agencies

50 

School

Districts

14 

FCS 
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Workforce Development Capitalization Incentive Grant Year 2023
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Thank You
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Educate, Empower, Employ!



MISSION 
STATEMENT



Aluminum Welding & Fabrication (New)* 

Electrical and Instrumentation 1*

Electrical and Instrumentation 2

Massage Therapy

Medical Coder/Biller*

Millwright 1: Industrial Installer and Mechanic*

Millwright 2: Industrial Installer and Mechanic

* Denotes programs with dual enrollment

Postsecondary CTE 

Patient Care Technician*

Practical Nursing 

Professional Nursing (PN to RN Bridge)

Public Safety Telecommunication (911 Operator) (New)*

Welding Technology*

Welding Technology Advanced*



2023 BBTC COE Report
Program Grad. Rate Completion Rate Placement Rate Licensure Triggered

Commercial Vehicle Driving 50% 67% 100% 100% No

Diesel Maintenance Technician 100% 100% 100% N/A No

Diesel Systems Technician 1 100% 100% 100% N/A No

Electrical & Instrumentation 1 94% 94% 100% N/A No

E&I 2 90% 100% 100% N/A No

Massage Therapy 100% 100% 100% 100% No

Medical Coder/Biller 60% 60% 100% N/A No

Millwright 1 80% 80% 100% N/A No

Millwright 2 33% 100% 100% N/A No

Patient Care Technician 76% 88% 87% 100% No

Practical Nursing 84% 87% 88% 80% No

Welding Technology 48% 62% 94% N/A No

Welding Technology Advanced 63% 100% 100% N/A No

Campus Totals 75% 84% 95% 89%













Health Sciences – Job Growth Grant



LIFT is a membership-based 
ecosystem committed to shaping the 
future of American advanced 
manufacturing.

LIFT accelerates the development 
and adoption of advanced 
materials, manufacturing 
processes, and educational tools 
for industry and the Department 
of Defense by connecting 
industry, academia, and 
government.



Advanced Manufacturing – Job Growth Grant



BBTC 
Advanced 
Manufacturing Building 
Schematic Layout 
12/17/2024



Equipment for 
Advanced Manufacturing Facility



Providing a trained workforce – “Career in a 
Year”

Providing re-training opportunities geared to 
business/industry needs

Providing training for future economic 
growth 

Providing training that prepares students for 
careers here in North Florida – and beyond!



THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS 



*Source: Lightcast 

 
 
Total Career & Technical Programs: 
B.A.S: 9 (+11 embedded concentrations) 
A.S.: 36 (+7 embedded concentrations) 
Certificates – 38 
Apprenticeships – 4 

 
 
Unduplicated Headcounts | Graduates  
(2023-2024): 
Total – 4,395 | 1,197 
BAS – 1,055 | 235 
A.S/A.A.S. – 2,427 | 503 
Certificates / Apprenticeships – 913 | 459 
 

 
Program Name Launch 

Date 
State Support Outcome 

Skilled Trades 
Apprenticeship Expansion 

Fall 2022 Expansion of Registered 
Apprenticeship and 
Preapprenticeship (ERAP) Grant  
($569k in Spr. 2022) 

28% enrollment increase 

Nursing (RN & LPN) 
Expansion 

Fall 2022 LINE Grant 
($1,865,200 over 3 years; incl. 
matching state funds 

26% enrollment increase 

SF College Academy of 
Science & Technology 
(K-12 charter school) 

Fall 2023 Early Career and Technical 
Education College Training Grant 
($2M in Spr. 2022) 

130 students enrolled 
300 enrolled by 2027 
DOE “A” Rating in Year 1 

Commercial Truck Driving 
(public/private partnership) 

Spring 2024 Open Door Grant 
($462k in Spr. 2024) 

64 CDL completers 
 

Advanced Manufacturing 
(Semiconductor manuf., 
Welding, & HVACr) 

Fall 2025 Job Growth Grant 
($3M in Dec. 2023) 

Launch Advanced 
Manufacturing and double 
Welding & and HVACr 

Diesel Service Technician 
/Automotive Maintenance 
Tech. Expansion 

Fall 2025 Workforce Development 
Capitalization (CAP) Grant 
($1.35M in Oct. 2024) 

Launch Diesel Service 
Technician and double 
Automotive Technician 

LPN-to-RN Bridge: 
Bradford County 
(North Florida Technical 
College Partnership) 

Fall 2026 Multi-Purpose Community 
Facilities Grant 
($4M to Bradford School District 
in Fall ‘23) 

Launch LPN-to-RN bridge 
program in Bradford 
County 

Advanced & Specialized 
Law Enforcement & 
Corrections Training 

(Ongoing) CJSTC Trust Fund 
($76k/yr average) 

2,086 officers trained 
since 2018 

 
 

Program Graduates  
(3 yrs) 

Growth  
(3 yrs) 

Average 
Wage* 

Placement  
Rate 

Skilled Trades Apprenticeships 669 28% $22.11 - $23.95 100% 
Allied Health 585 24% $25.77 - $37.98 93% 
Nursing (RN & LPN) 470 26% $24.50 - $36.71 100% 
Emergency Medical Services  
(EMT & EMS) 

236 16% $15.94 - $22.52 91% 

IT Security & Networking 155 60% $41.60 - $54.06 98% 
Law Enforcement & Corrections 
Officers 

113 6% $22.02 - $27.68 99% 

Industry Certifications Earned (past 3 yrs): 1,356 

Career and Technical Programs 

Top Career and Technical Education Programs 
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SENATOR GERALDINE F. "GERI" 
THOMPSON 

15th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education,  
  Vice Chair 
Education Postsecondary 
Education Pre-K - 12 
Fiscal Policy 
Judiciary 
Military and Veterans Affairs, Space, and 
  Domestic Security 
Rules 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   511 W. South Street, Suite 205, Orlando, Florida 32805  (407) 245-0194 
   205 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5015 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 BEN ALBRITTON JASON BRODEUR 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

January 15, 2025 

 

The Honorable Chair Calatayud 

Chairwoman  

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

Dear Chair Calatayud, 

 

 I am writing to formally request a leave of absence due to a medical condition from the 

Committee on Education Postsecondary during the interim committee meetings scheduled from 

January 13 through February 21, 2025.  While I regret being unable to actively participate in 

Senate proceedings during this period, this temporary leave is essential to enable me to return to 

my duties fully restored. 

 

I greatly appreciate your understanding and support during this time. If additional documentation 

or details are needed, please let me know.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Senator Geraldine F. Thompson  

FL Senate District 15 

 

Cc: Matthew Bouck, Staff Director 

       Alexander Brick, Deputy Staff Director 

       Secret Williams, Administrative Assistant 

       Maggie Gerson, Staff Director 



 
 

Randy Fine 
Florida Senate 

Senator, District 19 

Governmental Oversight and Accountability, Chair 
Community Affairs, Vice Chair 

Joint Select Committee on Collective Bargaining, Alternating Chair 
Brevard County Delegation 

Tallahassee Office: 
302 SOB 

404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 

(850) 487-5019 
Fine.Randy@flsenate.gov 

 
 

Legislative Aide 
Anna Budko 

               Anna.Budko@flsenate.gov 

 

District Office  

1380 Sarno Road 
Suite C 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
(321) 409-2025 

 
District Aide  
Jade Zalewski 
Zalewski.Jade@flsenate.gov 
 
Legislative Aide  
Tommy Unger 
Unger.Thomas@flsenate.gov 
 

 
 

 
 

 

January 28, 2025 

 

The Honorable Alexis Calatayud 

Chairman of Education Postsecondary Committee 

301 Senate Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

 

Dear Chairman Calatatyud, 

 

I respectfully request an excused absence from the Education Postsecondary Committee meeting on 

February 4th, 2025. 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Randy Fine 

State Senator, District 19 



 

 

SENATOR SHEVRIN D. "SHEV" JONES 
34th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Rules, Vice Chair 
Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education 
Community Affairs 
Education Postsecondary 
Finance and Tax 
Fiscal Policy 
Transportation 
  
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   606 NW 183rd Street, Miami Gardens, Florida 33169  (305) 493-6022 
   214 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5034 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 BEN ALBRITTON JASON BRODEUR 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

February 3, 2025 
 
The Honorable Senator Alexis Calatayud 
Chairwoman, Education Postsecondary Committee 
305 Senate Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman Calatayud, 
 
I respectfully request an excused absence from the Tuesday, February 4, 2025, Education 
Postsecondary Committee at 8:30 a.m. due to a work conflict.  
 
Thank you in advance for considering this request. If you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me or my office. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Shevrin D. “Shev” Jones  
Florida State Senator – Senate District 34 
 



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 301 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Education Postsecondary Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 1/14/2025 8:30:29 AM 
Ends: 1/14/2025 9:59:37 AM Length: 01:29:09 
 
8:30:28 AM Chair Calatayud calls the meeting to order 
8:30:32 AM Roll call 
8:30:36 AM Quorum announced 
8:30:51 AM Chair with opening comments 
8:32:12 AM Tab 1 Presentations on State University System Institutes and Centers 
8:32:32 AM Introduction of Emily Sikes 
8:32:45 AM Presentation by Emily Sikes, Board of Governors Office 
8:40:37 AM Question 
8:40:38 AM Senator Harrell 
8:40:53 AM Dr. Sikes 
8:41:39 AM Senator Harrell 
8:42:08 AM Dr. Sikes 
8:42:16 AM Senator Harrell 
8:42:22 AM Dr. Sikes 
8:43:33 AM Chair Calatayud 
8:43:51 AM Presentation by Dr. Gregg Fields, FAU Center of Excellence in Biomedical and Marine Biotechnology 
9:01:11 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:01:19 AM Presentation by Dr. Richard Olson, FIU Center of Excellence for Hurricane Damage Mitigation & Product 
Development 
9:02:11 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:02:15 AM Presentation continues 
9:19:32 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:19:52 AM Comment 
9:19:55 AM Senator Rodriguez 
9:20:08 AM Introduction of Dr. Stacy Patterson 
9:20:24 AM Presentation by Dr. Stacy Patterson, FSU High-Performance Material Institute 
9:32:15 AM Chair Catatayud 
9:32:29 AM Question 
9:32:31 AM Senator Simmon 
9:32:44 AM Dr. Patterson 
9:33:08 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:33:27 AM Introduction of Dr. Philip Poekeret 
9:33:42 AM Presentation by Dr. Philip Poekert, UF Lastinger Center for Learning 
9:53:49 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:54:04 AM Comments 
9:54:07 AM Senator Jones 
9:54:24 AM Dr. Poekeret 
9:55:15 AM Senator Harrell 
9:56:28 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:56:46 AM Comments 
9:56:47 AM Senator Berman 
9:57:20 AM Senator Harrell 
9:58:14 AM Chair Calatayud 
9:59:17 AM Senator Berman moves to adjourn 
9:59:25 AM Meeting adjourned 
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