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2023 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    FISCAL POLICY 

 Senator Hutson, Chair 

 Senator Stewart, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

TIME: 8:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Hutson, Chair; Senator Stewart, Vice Chair; Senators Albritton, Berman, Boyd, Burton, 
Calatayud, Collins, DiCeglie, Garcia, Jones, Mayfield, Osgood, Rodriguez, Simon, Thompson, 
Torres, Trumbull, Wright, and Yarborough 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
CS/CS/SB 52 

Appropriations Committee on 
Education / Education Pre-K -12 / 
Burgess 
(Compare CS/H 379) 
 

 
Student Use of Social Media Platforms; Requiring 
members of the instructional staff of public schools to 
provide instruction on the social, emotional, and 
physical effects of social media to students in 
specified grades; requiring that district school board 
codes of student conduct include a prohibition against 
students using wireless communications devices 
during instructional time and authorization for 
teachers to withhold a student’s device; requiring 
each school district to prohibit and prevent students 
from accessing social media platforms through the 
use of Internet access provided by the school district, 
etc. 
 
ED 02/07/2023 Fav/CS 
AED 03/14/2023 Fav/CS 
FP 03/28/2023 Fav/CS 
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
 

 
2 
 

 
CS/SB 76 

Appropriations Committee on 
Agriculture, Environment, and 
General Government / Hooper 
(Identical CS/H 109) 
 

 
State Park Campsite Reservations; Requiring the 
Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of 
Environmental Protection to allow residents and 
nonresidents to make state park cabin and campsite 
reservations within specified timeframes; requiring 
Florida residents to provide information from their 
Florida driver license or identification card for certain 
reservations made in advance, etc. 
 
EN 01/17/2023 Favorable 
AEG 03/14/2023 Fav/CS 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
3 
 

 
CS/CS/SB 284 

Finance and Tax / Governmental 
Oversight and Accountability / 
Brodeur 
(Similar CS/H 1025) 
 

 
Energy; Revising the selection criteria for purchasing 
or leasing vehicles for state agencies, state 
universities, community colleges, and local 
governments under a state purchasing plan; 
specifying that, if available, a state agency must use 
certain fuels in vehicles with internal combustion 
engines; requiring the Department of Management 
Services, before a specified date, to make 
recommendations to state agencies, state 
universities, community colleges, and local 
governments relating to the procurement and 
integration of electric and natural gas fuel vehicles 
and other vehicles powered by renewable energy, 
etc. 
 
GO 02/21/2023 Fav/CS 
FT 03/14/2023 Fav/CS 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
 

 
4 
 

 
SB 300 

Grall 
(Similar H 7) 
 

 
Pregnancy and Parenting Support; Requiring the 
Department of Health to contract for the management 
and delivery of parenting support services, in addition 
to pregnancy support services; prohibiting physicians 
from knowingly performing or inducing a termination 
of pregnancy after the gestational age of the fetus is 
determined to be more than 6 weeks, rather than 15 
weeks, with exceptions; providing an exception if the 
woman obtaining the abortion is doing so because 
she is a victim of rape or incest, subject to certain 
conditions; prohibiting any person other than a 
physician from inducing a termination of pregnancy; 
requiring that medications intended for use in a 
medical abortion be dispensed in person by a 
physician; prohibiting the dispensing of such 
medication through the United States Postal Service 
or any other courier or shipping service, etc. 
 
HP 03/20/2023 Favorable 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 12 Nays 7 
 

 
5 
 

 
CS/CS/SB 306 

Appropriations Committee on 
Criminal and Civil Justice / 
Criminal Justice / Boyd 
(Identical CS/H 185) 
 

 
Catalytic Converters; Designating the “Catalytic 
Converter Antitheft Act”; prohibiting a person from 
knowingly purchasing a detached catalytic converter 
unless he or she is a registered secondary metals 
recycler; prohibiting a person from knowingly 
importing, manufacturing, purchasing for a certain 
purpose, selling, offering for sale, or installing or 
reinstalling a counterfeit, fake, or nonfunctional 
catalytic converter; prohibiting a secondary metals 
recycler from processing or removing a detached 
catalytic converter from the recycler’s place of 
business for a specified number of days, etc. 
 
CJ 02/14/2023 Fav/CS 
ACJ 03/14/2023 Fav/CS 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
6 
 

 
SB 508 

Rouson 
(Identical H 1227) 
 

 
Problem-solving Courts; Revising the responsibilities 
of coordinators of treatment-based drug court 
programs; requiring such programs to collect 
specified data and information for certain purposes; 
requiring such programs to annually report certain 
information and data to the Office of the State Courts 
Administrator; authorizing courts to determine how 
long a person may be admitted into certain programs; 
revising admission requirements for certain programs; 
revising eligibility requirements for voluntary 
admission into certain substance abuse programs, 
etc. 
 
JU 03/07/2023 Favorable 
ACJ 03/14/2023 Favorable 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
 

 
7 
 

 
CS/SB 558 

Health Policy / Burton 
(Similar CS/H 351) 
 

 
Certified Nursing Assistants; Authorizing nursing 
home facilities to allow their registered nurses to 
delegate certain tasks to certified nursing assistants 
who meet specified criteria; providing for the 
designation of such certified nursing assistants as 
qualified medication aides; requiring that medication 
administration be included in certain performance 
improvement activities tracked by nursing homes in 
accordance with federal regulations; providing that 
the time spent by certified nursing assistants 
performing the duties of a qualified medication aide 
may not be included in the computing of certain 
minimum staffing ratio requirements for direct care 
provided to residents, etc. 
 
HP 03/06/2023 Fav/CS 
AHS 03/21/2023 Favorable 
FP 03/28/2023 Favorable 
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 19 Nays 0 
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The Florida Senate 

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Fiscal Policy  

 

BILL:  CS/CS/CS/SB 52 

INTRODUCER:  Fiscal Policy Committee; Appropriations Committee on Education; Education Pre-K -12 

Committee; and Senator Burgess and others 

SUBJECT:  Student Use of Social Media Platforms 

DATE:  March 28, 2023 

 
 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Jahnke  Bouck  ED  Fav/CS 

2. Gray  Elwell  AED  Fav/CS 

3. Jahnke  Yeatman  FP  Fav/CS 

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/CS/CS/SB 52 requires public schools to provide instruction on social media safety, and 

defines “social media” as a form of interactive electronic communication through an Internet 

website or application by which a user creates a service-specific identifying profile to connect 

with other users for the purpose of communicating and sharing information. Specifically the bill: 

 Requires the Department of Education to make social media safety instructional material 

available online and district school boards to notify parents of the material’s availability. The 

department may procure such material from a vendor or provider. 

 Requires social media safety material to include age-appropriate and developmentally 

appropriate instruction for students in grades 6-12, and focus on the social, emotional, and 

physical effects of social media. 

 Requires social media safety instruction to include: 

o Risks of social media on mental health, including addiction, the distribution of 

misinformation, how social media manipulates behavior, the permanency of sharing 

materials online. 

o How to safely use social media, such as maintaining personal security and identify 

cyberbullying, predatory behavior, and human trafficking, and how to report suspicious 

behavior encountered on the internet. 

 Requires each school district to prohibit student access to social media platforms through the 

use of Internet access provided by the school district, except when used solely for 

educational purposes as directed by the student’s teacher. 

 

REVISED:         
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The bill has no impact on state revenues or expenditures. The bill may have a fiscal impact on 

school districts. See section V. 

 

This bill is effective July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Social Media Safety 

Over the past decade, social media has become a dominant force in modern life. It has changed 

the way we communicate, share information, and interact with the world.1 Most teens and many 

preteens use some form of social media and have a profile on a social networking site. Many 

visit these sites every day.2 Teens credit social media for helping to build stronger friendships 

and exposing them to a more diverse world, but they express concern that these sites lead to 

drama and social pressure.3 

 

Risks of Social Media 

Social media can be a hub for potentially dangerous or questionable activities. The risks to young 

people from social media vary widely. Social media gives predators an easy way to reach kids 

and teens.4 Some potential safety risks of social media include:  

 Exposure to harmful or inappropriate content. 

 Exposure to dangerous people. 

 Cyberbullying. 

 Oversharing personal information. 

 Exposure to excessive advertisements. 

 Privacy concerns including the collection of data about teen users. 

 Identity theft or being hacked. 

 Interference with sleep, exercise, homework, or family activities. 5 

 

                                                 
1 Loyola Medicine, Social Media Safety for Kids and Teens, https://www.loyolamedicine.org/about-us/blog/social-media-

safety-kids-teens, (last visited Jan. 30, 2023). 
2 KidsHealth, Teaching Kids to Be Smart about Social Media, https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/social-media-smarts.html, 

(last visited Jan. 30, 2023). 
3 Pew Research Center, Teens’ Social Media Habits and Experiences, 

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2018/11/28/teens-social-media-habits-and-experiences/, (last visited Jan. 30, 2023). 
4 Loyola Medicine, Social Media Safety for Kids and Teens, https://www.loyolamedicine.org/about-us/blog/social-media-

safety-kids-teens, (last visited Jan. 30, 2023). 
5 American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, Social Media and Teens (March 2018), 

https://www.aacap.org/AACAP/Families_and_Youth/Facts_for_Families/FFF-Guide/Social-Media-and-Teens-100.aspx, 

(last visited Jan. 3, 2023). 
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Instruction in Schools 

Social Media Instruction in Schools 

Two-thirds of students are unable to tell the difference between news stories and ads, and 96 

percent of students did not consider how ties between an advocacy website and industry might 

affect the site’s credibility.6 

 

Since 2015, at least 79 media literacy and digital citizenship bills have been introduced in at least 

28 states. Of the bills introduced, at least 14 have been enacted in 10 states. 

 

Definitions of media literacy and digital citizenship vary. Some coalitions of stakeholders and 

education organizations have convened and created definitions for the terms.7 One example of a 

definition provided by a national coalition of education organizations defines five competencies 

of digital citizenship as inclusive, informed, engaged, balanced, and alert.8 

 

When considered separately, media literacy typically addresses the ability to analyze, evaluate, 

access, and create media, while digital citizenship typically places more emphasis on online 

safety and responsibility. Texas defines digital citizenship as including the ability to “access, 

analyze, evaluate, create, and act on all forms of digital communication” in addition to 

appropriate and responsible online behavior. 9 

 

Social Media Instruction in Florida Schools 

Students are not required to receive instruction on social media. However, an instructional model 

for a social media course10 is available in CPALMS. The purpose of this social media course is 

to enable students to develop fundamental skills in the use of social media across print, 

multimedia, web, and broadcast platforms, including ethical and legal uses. The content of this 

course should include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 Demonstrating entry-level skills in digital communication and packaging them across the 

platforms/mediums of print, multimedia, online, and broadcast; 

 Demonstrating fundamental skills in social media platforms and their uses; expressing social 

connections with maturity and complexity appropriate to writer, audience, purpose, and 

context; 

 Using fundamental research skills and networking formats; 

 Collaborating amongst peers; and 

                                                 
6 Stanford History Education Group, Students’ Civic Online Reasoning a National Portrait (2019), available at 

https://stacks.stanford.edu/file/druid:gf151tb4868/Civic%20Online%20Reasoning%20National%20Portrait.pdf. 
7 Education Commission of the States, Media Literacy & Digital Citizenship (2021), available at https://www.ecs.org/wp-

content/uploads/Media_Literacy_and_Digital_Citizenship.pdf. 
8 DigCitCommit, Explore the DigCitCommit Competencies, https://digcitcommit.org/, (last visited Jan. 27, 2023). 
9 Education Commission of the States, Media Literacy & Digital Citizenship (2021), available at https://www.ecs.org/wp-

content/uploads/Media_Literacy_and_Digital_Citizenship.pdf. 
10 CPALMS, Course, Social Media 1 (#1006375), https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/17758, (last visited 

Jan. 3, 2023). 
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 Using effective listening, speaking, and viewing strategies with an emphasis on the use of 

evidence to support or refute a claim in multimedia presentations, class discussions, and 

extended text discussions. 11 

 

Required Instruction in Florida Schools 

The mission of Florida’s K-20 education system is to allow its students to increase their 

proficiency by allowing them the opportunity to expand their knowledge and skills through 

rigorous and relevant learning opportunities.12 Each district school board must provide 

appropriate instruction to ensure that students meet State Board of Education (SBE) adopted 

standards in the following subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathematics, science, 

social studies, foreign languages, health and physical education, and the arts.13 

 

Instructional staff of public schools,14 subject to the rules of the SBE and the district school 

board, must provide instruction in:  

 The history and content of the Declaration of Independence. 

 The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the provisions of the Constitution of the 

United States.  

 The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government. 

 Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute. 

 The elements of civil government. 

 The history of the United States. 

 The history of the Holocaust. 

 The history of African Americans. 

 The elementary principles of agriculture. 

 The effects of alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics. 

 Kindness to animals. 

 The history of the state. 

 The conservation of natural resources. 

 Comprehensive age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate K-12 instruction on health 

education and life skills. 

 The study of Hispanic contributions to the United States. 

 The study of women’s contributions to the United States. 

 The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy. 

 Civic and character education. 

 The sacrifices that veterans and Medal of Honor recipients have made serving the country. 15 

 

Cell Phone Usage during Instruction Time 

 

                                                 
11 CPALMS is the State of Florida’s official source for standards information and course descriptions. It provides access to 

thousands of standards-aligned, free, and high-quality instructional/educational resources that have been developed 

specifically for the standards and vetted through a rigorous review process. CPALMS, About CPALMS, 

http://www.cpalms.org/CPALMS/about_us.aspx, (last visited Jan. 3, 2023). 
12 Section 1000.03(4), F.S. 
13 Section 1003.42(1), F.S. 
14 Instructional staff of charter schools are generally exempt from this section of law. Section 1002.33(16), F.S. 
15 Section 1003.42(2), F.S. 
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When students bring their wireless communications devices (primarily cell phones) to school it 

creates more opportunities for the student to engage in use of the device. Usage of such device 

creates a distraction or disruption. These distractions cause issues with focus and concentration. 

Studies have concluded that cell phone usage in schools leads to poor learning outcomes.16 

 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

This bill amends s. 1003.42, F.S., to require instructional staff of public schools to provide 

instruction on social media safety, and defines “social media” as a form of interactive electronic 

communication through an Internet website or application by which a user creates a service-

specific identifying profile to connect with other users of the Internet website or application for 

the purpose of communicating and sharing information, ideas, news, stories, opinions, images, 

and other content. 

 

The bill requires the Department of Education to make social media safety instructional material 

available online and district school boards to notify parents of the material’s online availability. 

 

The bill requires social media safety material to include age-appropriate and developmentally 

appropriate instruction for students in grades 6-12, as well as, focus on the social, emotional, and 

physical effects of social media and promote best practices in digital citizenship. The bill defines 

“digital citizenship” as the norms of appropriate, responsible, and healthy behavior related to 

social media, including digital literacy, ethics, etiquette, and security. 

 

The bill specifies that the social media safety instruction must include: 

 Risks of social media on mental health, including addiction, the distribution of 

misinformation, how social media manipulates behavior, the permanency of sharing 

materials online. 

 How to safely use social media, such as maintaining personal security and identify 

cyberbullying, predatory behavior, and human trafficking, and how to report suspicious 

behavior encountered on the internet. 

 

The bill amends s. 1006.07, to prohibit student use of a wireless communication device during 

instructional time, except when used solely for educational purposes as directed by the student’s 

teacher. The bill authorizes a teacher to withhold a student’s wireless communication device 

during instructional time. 

 

Additionally, the bill creates s. 1006.1494, F.S., which prohibits student access to social media 

platforms through the use of Internet access provided by the school district, except when used 

solely for educational purposes as directed by the student’s teacher.  

 

The bill is effective July 1, 2023. 

                                                 
16 The Greater Educator, Cellphone Usage in School available at  https://thegreateducator.com/cell-phone-usage-in-school/ 

(last visited Mar. 13, 2023) 
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IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

For those school districts that do not already provide social media safety instruction, there 

may be a cost associated with including this instruction in the required curriculum. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends sections 1003.42 and 1006.07 of the Florida Statutes. 

 

This bill creates section 1006.1494 of the Florida Statutes. 
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS/CS/CS by Fiscal Policy on March 28, 2023: 

The committee substitute retains the provisions in the bill. The committee substitute also: 

 Adds that students can utilize wireless communication devices during instructional 

time when used solely for educational purposes as directed by the student’s teacher. 

 Adds that students can utilize social media platforms through the use of Internet 

access provided by the school district when used solely for educational purposes as 

directed by the student’s teacher. 

 Removes the provision that authorizes career and technical education course 

instruction to access social media platforms. 

 

CS/CS by Appropriations Committee on Education on March 14, 2023: 

The committee substitute retains the requirement of the bill regarding social media safety 

instruction and the Department of Education responsibilities for instructional materials. 

The committee substitute also: 

 Removes the need to have instruction on the advantages of social media use. 

 Adds the requirement that social media safety focus on how social media manipulates 

behavior and how to identify cyberbullying. 

 Adds that the Department may procure the instructional material from a vendor or 

provider. 

 Adds the prohibition of wireless communication device usage during instruction time. 

Clarifying a teacher may withhold the student’s wireless communication device 

during instructional time. 

 Prohibits student access to social media platforms through the use of internet access 

provided by the school. Adds clarifying language that this prohibition does not apply 

to career and technical education course instruction. 

 

CS by Education Pre-K -12 on February 7, 2023: 

The committee substitute retains requirements in the bill regarding social media safety 

instruction and Department of Education responsibilities for instructional materials. The 

committee substitute also: 

 Adds a requirement that the social media safety material must include age-appropriate 

and developmentally appropriate instruction for students in grades 6-12. 

 Adds the requirement that the social media safety material must focus on the social, 

emotional, and physical effects of social media and promote best practices of digital 

citizenship. 

 Adds a definition for “digital citizenship”. 

 Adds specifying language that social media safety instruction must include: 

o Advantages of using social media. Such instruction may only include career and 

resume building for future academic or employment opportunities, sharing 

information with familiar family and friends, and safely connecting with other 

users with like interests. 
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o Risks of social media, such as social media addiction, publication of 

misinformation, negative effects on mental health, and the permanent nature of 

content shared online. 

o How to safely use social media, such as maintaining personal security, preventing 

oversharing of personal information, identifying predatory behavior and human 

trafficking, and reporting suspicious behavior. 

 Creates s. 1006.1494, F.S., which prohibits student access to social media platforms 

through the use of Internet access provided by the school district. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Fiscal Policy (Burgess) recommended the 

following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 133 - 144 3 

and insert: 4 

wireless communications device during instructional time, except 5 

when used solely for educational purposes as directed by his or 6 

her teacher. A teacher may withhold a student’s wireless 7 

communications device during instructional time. 8 

Section 3. Section 1006.1494, Florida Statutes, is created 9 

to read: 10 
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1006.1494 Prohibiting student access to social media 11 

platforms.— 12 

(1) Each school district shall prohibit and prevent 13 

students from accessing social media platforms through the use 14 

of Internet access provided by the school district, except when 15 

such use is solely for educational purposes as directed by their 16 

teacher. 17 

 18 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 19 

And the title is amended as follows: 20 

Delete line 19 21 

and insert: 22 

device, with an exception for use at the direction of 23 

the teacher; creating s. 1006.1494, F.S.; requiring 24 

each 25 
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By the Appropriations Committee on Education; the Committee on 

Education Pre-K -12; and Senators Burgess, Osgood, Avila, 

Calatayud, and Garcia 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to student use of social media 2 

platforms; amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; requiring 3 

members of the instructional staff of public schools 4 

to provide instruction on the social, emotional, and 5 

physical effects of social media to students in 6 

specified grades; specifying requirements for the 7 

instruction; requiring the Department of Education to 8 

make social media safety instructional material 9 

available online; requiring each district school board 10 

to notify parents of the availability of such 11 

material; authorizing the department to procure the 12 

instructional materials from a vendor or provider; 13 

amending s. 1006.07, F.S.; requiring that district 14 

school board codes of student conduct include a 15 

prohibition against students using wireless 16 

communications devices during instructional time and 17 

authorization for teachers to withhold a student’s 18 

device; creating s. 1006.1494, F.S.; requiring each 19 

school district to prohibit and prevent students from 20 

accessing social media platforms through the use of 21 

Internet access provided by the school district; 22 

providing an exception; authorizing the State Board of 23 

Education to adopt rules; providing an effective date. 24 

  25 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 26 

 27 

Section 1. Paragraph (n) of subsection (2) of section 28 

1003.42, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 29 

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for CS for SB 52 
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1003.42 Required instruction.— 30 

(2) Members of the instructional staff of the public 31 

schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of Education 32 

and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and 33 

faithfully, using the books and materials required that meet the 34 

highest standards for professionalism and historical accuracy, 35 

following the prescribed courses of study, and employing 36 

approved methods of instruction, the following: 37 

(n) Comprehensive age-appropriate and developmentally 38 

appropriate K-12 instruction on: 39 

1. Health education that addresses concepts of community 40 

health, consumer health, environmental health, and family life, 41 

including: 42 

a. Injury prevention and safety. 43 

b. Internet safety. 44 

c. Nutrition. 45 

d. Personal health. 46 

e. Prevention and control of disease. 47 

f. Substance use and abuse. 48 

g. Prevention of child sexual abuse, exploitation, and 49 

human trafficking. 50 

2. For students in grades 7 through 12, teen dating 51 

violence and abuse. This component must include, but not be 52 

limited to, the definition of dating violence and abuse, the 53 

warning signs of dating violence and abusive behavior, the 54 

characteristics of healthy relationships, measures to prevent 55 

and stop dating violence and abuse, and community resources 56 

available to victims of dating violence and abuse. 57 

3. For students in grades 6 through 12, awareness of the 58 
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benefits of sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the 59 

consequences of teenage pregnancy. 60 

4. Life skills that build confidence, support mental and 61 

emotional health, and enable students to overcome challenges, 62 

including: 63 

a. Self-awareness and self-management. 64 

b. Responsible decisionmaking. 65 

c. Resiliency. 66 

d. Relationship skills and conflict resolution. 67 

e. Understanding and respecting other viewpoints and 68 

backgrounds. 69 

f. For grades 9 through 12, developing leadership skills, 70 

interpersonal skills, organization skills, and research skills; 71 

creating a resume, including a digital resume; exploring career 72 

pathways; using state career planning resources; developing and 73 

practicing the skills necessary for employment interviews; 74 

workplace ethics and workplace law; managing stress and 75 

expectations; and self-motivation. 76 

5.a. For students in grades 6 through 12, the social, 77 

emotional, and physical effects of social media. This component 78 

must include, but need not be limited to, the negative effects 79 

of social media on mental health, including addiction; the 80 

distribution of misinformation on social media; how social media 81 

manipulates behavior; the permanency of sharing materials 82 

online; how to maintain personal security and identify 83 

cyberbullying, predatory behavior, and human trafficking on the 84 

Internet; and how to report suspicious behavior encountered on 85 

the Internet. 86 

b. The Department of Education shall make available online 87 
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the instructional material being used pursuant to this 88 

subparagraph, and each district school board shall notify 89 

parents of its availability. The department may procure the 90 

instructional material from a vendor or provider. 91 

 92 

Health education and life skills instruction and materials may 93 

not contradict the principles enumerated in subsection (3). 94 

 95 

The State Board of Education is encouraged to adopt standards 96 

and pursue assessment of the requirements of this subsection. 97 

Instructional programming that incorporates the values of the 98 

recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor and that is 99 

offered as part of a social studies, English Language Arts, or 100 

other schoolwide character building and veteran awareness 101 

initiative meets the requirements of paragraph (t). 102 

Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section 103 

1006.07, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 104 

1006.07 District school board duties relating to student 105 

discipline and school safety.—The district school board shall 106 

provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the 107 

attendance and control of students at school, and for proper 108 

attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the 109 

welfare of students, including: 110 

(2) CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT.—Adopt a code of student 111 

conduct for elementary schools and a code of student conduct for 112 

middle and high schools and distribute the appropriate code to 113 

all teachers, school personnel, students, and parents, at the 114 

beginning of every school year. Each code shall be organized and 115 

written in language that is understandable to students and 116 
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parents and shall be discussed at the beginning of every school 117 

year in student classes, school advisory council meetings, and 118 

parent and teacher association or organization meetings. Each 119 

code shall be based on the rules governing student conduct and 120 

discipline adopted by the district school board and shall be 121 

made available in the student handbook or similar publication. 122 

Each code shall include, but is not limited to: 123 

(f) Notice that use of a wireless communications device 124 

includes the possibility of the imposition of disciplinary 125 

action by the school or criminal penalties if the device is used 126 

in a criminal act. A student may possess a wireless 127 

communications device while the student is on school property or 128 

in attendance at a school function. Each district school board 129 

shall adopt rules governing the use of a wireless communications 130 

device by a student while the student is on school property or 131 

in attendance at a school function. A student may not use a 132 

wireless communications device during instructional time. A 133 

teacher may withhold a student’s wireless communications device 134 

during instructional time. 135 

Section 3. Section 1006.1494, Florida Statutes, is created 136 

to read: 137 

1006.1494 Prohibiting student access to social media 138 

platforms.— 139 

(1)(a) Each school district shall prohibit and prevent 140 

students from accessing social media platforms through the use 141 

of Internet access provided by the school district. 142 

(b) This subsection does not apply to career and technical 143 

education course instruction. 144 

(2) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to 145 
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administer this section. 146 

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 147 
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BILL:  CS/SB 76 

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment and, General Government and 

Senator Hooper and others 

SUBJECT:  State Park Campsite Reservations 

DATE:  March 27, 2023 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Barriero  Rogers  EN  Favorable 

2. Reagan  Betta  AEG  Fav/CS 

3. Barriero  Yeatman  FP  Favorable 

 

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 76 allows Florida residents to reserve state park cabins and campsites one month before 

nonresidents. Specifically, the bill requires the Division of Recreation and Parks of the 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to allow Florida residents to reserve state park 

cabins and campsites, including sites for RV, tent, boat, and equestrian camping up to 11 months 

in advance, and up to 10 months in advance for nonresidents. Florida residents must provide 

proof of residency (a Florida driver license or identification card) when making reservations 

more than 10 months in advance. 

 

The DEP may incur expenditures to update its reservation website but this can be absorbed 

within existing resources. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Florida State Parks 

Florida residents and visitors from around the world are drawn to the state’s 175 award-winning1 

parks, spanning nearly 800,000 acres and 100 miles of coastline.2 During fiscal year 2021-2022, 

over 32 million people visited our state parks.3 While approximately 75 percent of those visitors 

were “non-local,” meaning they traveled from more than 50 miles away,4 Florida residents have, 

on average, made up 61 percent of all overnight visitors.5 

Florida state parks offer a variety of camping options: 

 Fifty-six state parks offer campgrounds, 52 of which have amenities specifically for RV 

campers.6 Full-facility campsites for tent and RV campers include water, electricity, a grill 

and picnic table, as well as centralized showers, restrooms, and dump stations.7 

 Twenty-eight state parks provide primitive campgrounds. These sites have limited 

improvements, such as a fire ring and a cleared area for tent camping, but generally have no 

electric power, and may or may not have potable water or bathroom facilities and are 

typically accessible by foot, bicycle, or canoe/kayak only.8 

 Nineteen state parks offer cabins,9 with options varying from fully equipped modern cabins 

with kitchens, fireplaces, and screened porches to more primitive hand-hewn, lumber, or 

palm-log cabins.10  

 Eighteen state parks offer camping for equestrians and their horses.11 Amenities vary by park 

and range from ride-in primitive sites to areas suitable for rigs.12 Some equestrian campsites 

include paddocks or stable facilities and restrooms with showers.13  

                                                 
1 Florida is the first state to win four National Gold Medals (in 1999, 2005, 2013, and 2019) for the best state park system. 

See, DEP, Florida State Parks: 2019 National Gold Medal Winner, https://www.floridastateparks.org/learn/2019-national-gold-medal-

winner#:~:text=On%20Tuesday%2C%20September%2024%2C%20the%20National%20Recreation%20and,the%20nation%20to%20win%20a%20fourth%

20Gold%20Medal (last visited Jan. 6, 2023).  
2 DEP, Division of Recreation and Parks, https://floridadep.gov/parks (last visited Jan. 6, 2023). 
3 DEP, 2021-2022 Economic Impact Assessment Report for the Florida State Park System, available at 
https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/2022%20Economic%20Impact%20Assessment%20Report%20FINAL%209.26.22.pdf. 
4 See id. at 3. This percentage is from the 2006 Florida State Park Visitor Study. Id. See also DEP, 2016-2017 Economic 

Impact Assessment for the Florida Park System at 4, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Economic%20Impact%20Assessment%202016-2017.pdf. 
5 DEP, Florida State Parks: Plan Your Visit: Frequently Asked Questions (no. 24), https://www.floridastateparks.org/plan-

your-visit/faqs (last visited Jan. 6, 2023). 
6 DEP, Florida State Parks: Find A Park, https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails?parks%5B0%5D=experiences%3A242 

(last visited Jan. 6, 2023). 
7 DEP, Florida State Parks: Stay the Night, https://www.floridastateparks.org/index.php/stay-night (last visited Jan. 6, 2023). 
8 DEP, Florida State Parks: Primitive Camping, https://www.floridastateparks.org/primitive-camping (last visited Jan. 9, 2023). 
9 Id. 
10 DEP, Florida State Parks Camping and Cabins Guide, at 4, available at 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/sites/default/files/media/file/2021_CampingCabinsGuide_Reservation%20Prices%20Update.pdf (last 

visited Jan. 6, 2023). 
11 DEP, Florida State Parks: Equestrian Camping, https://www.floridastateparks.org/equestrian-camping (last visited Jan. 9, 

2023). 
12 A camping rig is defined as combinations of vehicles, trailers, tents, and/or hammocks. DEP, Florida State Parks: 

Reservation Information, https://www.floridastateparks.org/reservation-information (last visited Jan. 10, 2023). 
13 DEP, Florida State Parks: Equestrian Camping, https://www.floridastateparks.org/equestrian-camping (last visited Jan. 9, 

2023). 
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 Seven state parks offer glamping (glamorous camping), which includes a canvas tent, a 

queen bed with linens, a seating area, device charging stations, and a cooling and heating 

unit.14 Glamping reservations are booked through third-party vendors.  

 Six state parks provide boat slips with water and electricity. Boaters have access to park 

restrooms, showers, pump-outs, and other amenities. Boaters can also anchor overnight at 

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park and John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park.15 

 

Camping Reservations 

Florida state parks16 allow visitors to make reservations up to 11 months in advance, either by 

phone or online.17 This booking window applies to both Florida residents and nonresidents. New 

dates become available daily at 8:00 a.m.18 Any new sites that become available throughout the 

day due to a cancellation are randomly released back into inventory following the cancellation.19 

 

The maximum length of stay for a single reservation is 14 nights total. After 14 nights, visitors 

must leave the park for at least three nights before returning for a new stay. Based on availability 

and once the camper is registered and on-site, the park manager or designee may at their 

discretion extend a camper’s current stay up to an additional 14 nights. Maximum continuous 

length of stay in any one park is 28 nights. Campers are permitted up to 56 nights of total 

occupancy in any one park in each six-month period, defined as October 1 - March 31, and  

April 1 - September 30. All campsites or cabins not reserved or occupied may be rented to  

walk-in visitors on a first-come, first-served basis.20 

 

Campsite fees and rental rates vary by park and are generally the same for residents and 

nonresidents.21 Only certain Florida citizens—those who are 65 years of age or older, disabled, 

or who operate a licensed family foster home—are eligible for a discount (50 percent).22 

Recipients of such discounts must provide proof of eligibility.23 

                                                 
14 DEP, Florida State Parks: Let’s Go Glamping, https://www.floridastateparks.org/index.php/learn/lets-go-glamping (last 

visited Jan. 9, 2023). 
15 DEP, Florida State Parks: Boat Camping, https://www.floridastateparks.org/boat-camping (last visited Jan. 9, 2023). 
16 Notably, some county parks allow advance reservations for residents. For example, Brevard County, Palm Beach County, 

and Fort De Soto Park in Pinellas County allow in-county residents to make reservations before nonresidents. See Brevard 

County Parks, Parks & Recreation Online Portal Search, 

https://registration.brevardfl.gov/wbwsc/webtrac.wsc/search.html?module=RN&primarycode=LONGP (last visited Jan. 5, 2023); Palm 

Beach County, Parks & Recreation: Campground Reservations, 

https://discover.pbcgov.org/parks/CampingJohnPrincePark/CamperInformation.aspx (last visited Jan. 5, 2023); Pinellas 

County Parks, Campsite & Picnic Shelter Reservation System, https://secure.rec1.com/FL/pinellas-county-fl/catalog (last 

visited Jan. 5, 2023). 
17 DEP, Florida State Parks: Reservation Information, https://www.floridastateparks.org/reservation-information (last visited 

Jan. 3, 2023). 
18 Id. 
19 Id. 
20 Id. 
21 DEP, Florida State Parks: Fee Schedule, available at https://www.floridastateparks.org/sites/default/files/inline-

files/2021_05_10%20FSP%20Fee%20Schedule%2005.2022.pdf (last visited Jan. 10, 2023). 
22 Id. See also section 258.016, F.S.  
23 Id. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 amends s. 258.014, F.S., to require the DEP’s Division of Recreation and Parks to 

allow individuals to use the division’s website to reserve state park cabins and campsites, 

including sites for RV, tent, boat, and equestrian camping, as follows: 

 For Florida residents, reservations up to 11 months in advance; and 

 For nonresidents, reservations up to 10 months in advance. 

 

A Florida resident who wishes to book a campsite more than 10 months in advance must provide 

proof of residency (a valid Florida driver license or identification card issued under  

s. 322.051, F.S.), when making a reservation. The bill also makes technical changes. 

 

Section 2 provides an effective date of July 1, 2023. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The DEP may incur expenditures to update its reservation website but this can be 

absorbed within existing resources. 
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VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 258.014 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 

Government: 

The committee substitute includes state park cabins and campsites, including sites for 

RV, tent, boat, and equestrian camping for the DEP registration website for state parks.  

It provides that reservations made for non-residents may be made up to 10 months in 

advance rather than 11 and Florida residents may make reservations 11 months in 

advance rather than 12.  It also provides that a Florida resident who wishes to book a state 

park in advance must provide his or her valid Florida driver license number or 

identification number as proof of Florida residency when making a reservation. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to state park campsite reservations; 2 

amending s. 258.014, F.S.; requiring the Division of 3 

Recreation and Parks of the Department of 4 

Environmental Protection to allow residents and 5 

nonresidents to make state park cabin and campsite 6 

reservations within specified timeframes; requiring 7 

Florida residents to provide information from their 8 

Florida driver license or identification card for 9 

certain reservations made in advance; providing an 10 

effective date. 11 

  12 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 13 

 14 

Section 1. Section 258.014, Florida Statutes, is amended to 15 

read: 16 

258.014 Fees for Use of state parks; fees for use; campsite 17 

reservations.— 18 

(1) FEES FOR USE.— 19 

(a) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall have the 20 

power to charge reasonable fees, rentals, or charges for the use 21 

or operation of facilities and concessions in state parks., and 22 

All such fees, rentals, and charges so collected must shall be 23 

deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of “State Park 24 

Trust Fund,” which is hereby created, the continuing balance of 25 

which fund is hereby appropriated to be expended by said 26 

division for the administration, improvement and maintenance of 27 

state parks and for the acquisition and development of lands 28 

hereafter acquired for state park purposes. The appropriation of 29 
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said fund shall be continuing, and may shall not revert to the 30 

General Revenue Fund at the end of any fiscal year or at any 31 

other time but shall, until expended, be continually available 32 

to the said division for the uses and purposes set forth. 33 

(b)(2) Any moneys received in trust by the division by 34 

gift, devise, appropriation, or otherwise shall, subject to the 35 

terms of such trust, be deposited with the Chief Financial 36 

Officer in a fund to be known as the “State Park Trust Fund,” 37 

and shall be subject to withdrawal upon application of such 38 

division for expenditure or investment in accordance with the 39 

terms of the trust. Unless prohibited by the terms of the trust 40 

by which the moneys are derived, all of such moneys may be 41 

invested as provided by law. 42 

(2) RESERVATIONS.— 43 

(a) The Division of Recreation and Parks shall allow 44 

individuals to make reservations for state park cabins and 45 

campsites, including sites for RV, tent, boat, and equestrian 46 

camping, as follows: 47 

1. For Florida residents, reservations up to 11 months in 48 

advance; and 49 

2. For nonresidents, reservations up to 10 months in 50 

advance. 51 

(b) A Florida resident who wishes to book a state park 52 

cabin or campsite more than 10 months in advance must provide 53 

his or her valid Florida driver license number or the 54 

identification number from a Florida identification card issued 55 

under s. 322.051 as proof of Florida residency when making a 56 

reservation. 57 

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024. 58 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/CS/SB 284 revises the vehicle procurement requirements for the state purchasing plan. 

Specifically, the bill requires vehicles of a given use class to be selected for procurement based 

on the lowest lifetime ownership costs, including costs for operations, maintenance, and fuel 

when fuel economy data is available, rather than on the greatest fuel efficiency available, when 

fuel economy data is available. The current exemption to this requirement is continued for 

emergency response vehicles. 

 

The bill requires, when available, the use of ethanol and biodiesel blended fuels and natural gas 

fuel when a state agency purchases a vehicle with an internal combustion engine.  

 

The bill requires the Department of Management Services to make recommendations before 

July 1, 2024, regarding the procurement of electric vehicles and natural gas fuel vehicles and 

other vehicles powered by renewable energy. The recommendations must include best practices 

for integrating these vehicles into existing fleets. 

 

The bill expands the definition of “single-trade inspection” for purposes of building code 

inspection services to include inspections of the installation of electric vehicle charging stations 

and solar energy and energy storage installations or alterations. This allows the property owner 

to contract with a private provider for the inspection services rather than rely solely on the local 

government code inspectors.  

REVISED:         
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The Department of Management Services will incur costs modifying the configuration of the 

Fleet Management Information System. Local governments may have reduced workloads 

relating to code inspections, but will experience a similar decline in revenues associated with 

those inspections conducted by private providers.  

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Procurement of Commodities or Contractual Services 

Chapter 287, F.S., specifies the procedures for the state procurement of commodities or 

contractual services. The Department of Management Services (DMS) oversees state purchasing 

activity, including professional and contractual services, as well as commodities needed to 

support agency activities.1 The DMS establishes purchasing agreements and procures state term 

contracts for commodities and contractual services, and establishes uniform procurement 

policies, rules, and procedures.2 The DMS negotiates contracts and purchasing agreements that 

are intended to leverage the state’s buying power. The DMS is directed to consider the life-cycle 

cost of commodities purchased by the state.3 The DMS is authorized to establish energy-

efficiency standards for major energy-consuming products.4 

 

State agencies may use a variety of procurement methods, depending on the cost and 

characteristics of the needed good or service, the complexity of the procurement, and the number 

of available vendors. These methods include the following:  

 Single source contracts,5 used when an agency determines that only one vendor is available 

to provide a commodity or service at the time of purchase;  

 Invitations to bid,6 used when an agency determines that standard services or goods will meet 

needs, wide competition is available and the vendor’s experience will not greatly influence 

the agency’s results;  

 Requests for proposals,7 used when the procurement requirements allow for consideration of 

various solutions and the agency believes more than two or three vendors exist who can 

provide the required goods or services; and  

 Invitations to negotiate,8 used when negotiations are determined to be necessary to obtain the 

best value and involve a request for highly complex, customized, mission-critical services, by 

an agency dealing with a limited number of vendors.  

 

                                                 
1 Sections 287.032 and 287.042, F.S.  
2 Id.; see Rule 60A-1002, F.A.C.  
3 Section 287.083(1), F.S. 
4 Section 287.083(3), F.S. 
5 Section 287.057(3)(c), F.S.  
6 Section 287.057(1)(a), F.S.  
7 Section 287.057(1)(b), F.S.  
8 Section 287.057(1)(c), F.S.  
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For procurement of commodities or contractual services in excess of $35,000, agencies must use 

a competitive solicitation process.9 However, specific contractual services and commodities are 

not subject to competitive solicitation requirements.10 

 

Climate-friendly Public Business 

Section 286.29, F.S., requires state agencies to: 

 Consult with the “Florida Climate-Friendly Preferred Products List,”11 in procuring products 

from state term contracts.12 If the price is comparable, then they shall procure such 

products.13  

 Contract only with hotels or conference facilities for meetings and conferences as recognized 

by the Green Lodging Program.14,15 

 Ensure vehicles meet minimum maintenance schedules shown to reduce fuel consumption 

and report such compliance to the DMS.16 When procuring new vehicles, to define the 

intended purpose for such vehicle which will then be chosen based on greatest fuel efficiency 

available for a given use class, when fuel economy data is available.17 

 Use ethanol and biodiesel blended fuels when available.18  

 Procure biofuels for fleet, to the greatest extent practicable, if the agency administers central 

fueling operations.19  

 

Florida Building Codes 

The purpose and intent of the Florida Building Code (building code) is to provide a mechanism 

for the uniform adoption, updating, interpretation, and enforcement of a single, unified state 

building code.20 The Building Code consists of a single set of documents that apply to the design, 

construction, erection, alteration, modification, repair or demolition of public or private 

                                                 
9 Section 287.057(1), F.S.  
10 Section 287.057(3)(e), F.S.  
11 The DMS keeps a Florida Climate-Friendly Preferred Products List at 

https://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/state_purchasing/state_contracts_and_agreements/florida_climate_frien

dly_preferred_products_list, (last visited Mar. 07, 2023). 
12 Section 286.29(1), F.S. 
13 Id. 
14 The Florida Department of Environmental Protection designates and recognizes lodging facilities that make a commitment 

to conserve and protect Florida's natural resources through the Florida Green Lodging Program. To become designated, 

facilities must conduct a thorough property assessment and implement a specified number of environmental practices in five 

areas of sustainable operations: (1) communication and education with customers, employees, and the public; (2) waste 

reduction, reuse and recycling; (3) water conservation; (4) energy efficiency; and (5) indoor air quality. See, Green Lodging, 

https://floridadep.gov/osi/green-lodging/content/about-florida-green-lodging-program (Last visited Mar. 07, 2023). 
15 Section 286.29(2), F.S. 
16 Section 286.29(3), F.S., requires state agencies to report compliance to the DMS through the Equipment Management 

Information System database. The DMS is implementing a new Statewide Fleet Management Information System that can be 

used to manage cost information and reports to ensure the effective and efficient use, operation, maintenance, repair, and 

replacement of motor vehicles, watercraft, and aircraft. See, Fleet Management Information System, 

https://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/fleet_management_and_federal_property_assistance/fleet_management

/fleet_management_information_system (Last visited Mar. 07, 2023). 
17 Id. 
18 Section 286.29(5), F.S. 
19 Id. 
20 See Part IV, ch. 553, F.S. 
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buildings, structures, or facilities in Florida. The Building Code must be applied, administered, 

and enforced uniformly and consistently from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.21  

 

Contractors and property owners are permitted to hire licensed Building Code administrators, 

engineers, and architects, referred to as “private providers,” to review building plans, perform 

building inspections, and prepare certificates of completion.22 A private provider and any duly 

authorized representative may only perform building code inspection services that are set forth in 

statute, including single-trade inspections. A “single-trade inspection” is defined as: 

 

[a]ny inspection focused on a single construction trade, such as plumbing, 

mechanical, or electrical. The term includes, but is not limited to, inspections of 

door or window replacements; fences and block walls more than 6 feet high 

from the top of the wall to the bottom of the footing; stucco or plastering; 

reroofing with no structural alteration; HVAC replacements; ductwork or fan 

replacements; alteration or installation of wiring, lighting, and service panels; 

water heater changeouts; sink replacements; and repiping.23  

 

A private provider cannot provide building code inspection services to any building designed or 

constructed by the private provider or the private provider’s firm.24 A fee owner or the fee 

owner’s contractor who uses a private provider to provide building code inspection services must 

notify the local building official in writing that a private provider has been contracted to perform 

the required inspections of construction, including single-trade inspections.25 If the fee owner or 

the fee owner’s contractor makes any changes to the listed private providers or the services to be 

provided by such private providers the fee owner’s contractors must update the notice to reflect 

such changes.26 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 amends s. 286.29, F.S., to require any governmental entity that purchases under the 

state purchasing plan to select vehicles based on the lowest lifetime ownership costs, including 

costs for operations, maintenance, and fuel when fuel economy data is available. The section also 

requires, when available, the use of ethanol and biodiesel blended fuels and natural gas fuel 

when a state agency purchases a vehicle with an internal combustion engine. The current 

exemption to this requirement continues for emergency response vehicles. 

 

Section 2 requires the DMS to make recommendations before July 1, 2024, to state agencies, 

including state colleges and universities, and local governments regarding the procurement of 

electric vehicles and natural gas fuel vehicles and other vehicles powered by renewable energy. 

The recommendations must include best practices for integrating those vehicles into existing 

fleets. 

 

                                                 
21 Section 553.72(1), F.S. 
22 Section 553.791, F.S. 
23 Id. 
24 Id. 
25 Section 553.791(4), F.S. 
26 Id. 
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The bill defines “renewable energy” to mean electrical energy produced from a method that uses 

one or more of the following fuels or energy sources: hydrogen produced or resulting from 

sources other than fossil fuels, biomass, solar energy, geothermal energy, wind energy, ocean 

energy, and hydroelectric power. The term includes the alternative energy resource, waste heat, 

from sulfuric acid manufacturing operations and electrical energy produced using pipeline-

quality synthetic gas produced from waste petroleum coke with carbon capture and 

sequestration. 

 

Section 3 amends s. 553.791, F.S., to expand the definition of “single-trade inspection” to 

include the inspection of an installation of electric vehicle charging stations and solar energy and 

energy storage installations or alterations. 

 

Section 4 provides the bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

Not applicable. The bill does not require counties and municipalities to spend funds, limit 

the ability of counties and municipalities to raise revenue, or reduce the percentage of 

state tax shared with counties and municipalities. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

The bill does not create or increase a state tax or fee as specified in Article VII, s. 19 of 

the Florida Constitution. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None identified. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 
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B. Private Sector Impact: 

Section 4 of the bill, allowing the use of private providers to inspect the installation of 

electric vehicle charging stations and solar energy and energy storage installations or 

alterations, may increase efficiencies and lower costs for its owners. Additionally, 

persons qualified to be a private provider will be able to offer official inspection services, 

increasing business opportunities. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

To implement section 3 of the bill, the DMS states that modifications, including a 

possible configuration in the Fleet Management Information System, will be necessary to 

capture information needed to make recommendations.27  

 

Section 4 of the bill, allowing the use of private providers to inspect the installation of 

electric vehicle charging stations and solar energy and energy storage installations or 

alterations, may reduce the workload of the local governments relating to inspections; 

however, each inspection performed by a private provider will reduce the revenue 

otherwise collected by the local governmental entity that would have conducted the 

inspection. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

The Department of Management Services has stated that the July 1, 2024, implementation date 

would be challenging due to the need to consult with outside experts on best practices for 

integrating electric vehicles into the existing fleet.28  

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 286.29 and 553.791. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Finance and Tax on March 14, 2023: 

The committee substitute: 

 Removes the sales and use tax exemption for components and labor used in electric 

vehicle conversions and the associated definition. 

                                                 
27 Department of Management Services, 2023 Agency Legislative Bill Analysis, available at: 

http://abar.laspbs.state.fl.us/ABAR/Attachment.aspx?ID=34198 (Last visited Mar. 07, 2023). 
28 Id. 
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 Clarifies that selection of a vehicle based on the lowest lifetime ownership costs 

includes fuel economy data, if available. 

 Requires the use of ethanol and biodiesel blended fuels and natural gas fuel, if 

available, when a state agency purchases a vehicle with an internal combustion 

engine. 

 Requires DMS to make recommendations to certain state entities and local 

governments before July 1, 2024, regarding the procurement of vehicles powered by 

renewable energy. 

 

CS by Governmental Oversight and Accountability on February 20, 2023: 

The committee substitute: 

 Exempts from sales tax the components and labor used in an electric vehicle 

conversion.  

 Defines “electric vehicle conversion” to mean replacing the gas or diesel powertrain 

technology of a motor vehicle with 100 percent battery electric powertrain 

technology. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to energy; amending s. 286.29, F.S.; 2 

revising the selection criteria for purchasing or 3 

leasing vehicles for state agencies, state 4 

universities, community colleges, and local 5 

governments under a state purchasing plan; specifying 6 

that, if available, a state agency must use certain 7 

fuels in vehicles with internal combustion engines; 8 

requiring the Department of Management Services, 9 

before a specified date, to make recommendations to 10 

state agencies, state universities, community 11 

colleges, and local governments relating to the 12 

procurement and integration of electric and natural 13 

gas fuel vehicles and other vehicles powered by 14 

renewable energy; amending s. 553.791, F.S.; revising 15 

the definition of the term “single-trade inspection”; 16 

providing an effective date. 17 

  18 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 19 

 20 

Section 1. Subsections (4) and (5) of section 286.29, 21 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 22 

286.29 Climate-friendly public business.—The Legislature 23 

recognizes the importance of leadership by state government in 24 

the area of energy efficiency and in reducing the greenhouse gas 25 

emissions of state government operations. The following shall 26 

pertain to all state agencies when conducting public business: 27 

(4) When procuring new vehicles, all state agencies, state 28 

universities, community colleges, and local governments that 29 

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for CS for SB 284 
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purchase vehicles under a state purchasing plan shall first 30 

define the intended purpose for the vehicle and determine which 31 

of the following use classes for which the vehicle is being 32 

procured: 33 

(a) State business travel, designated operator; 34 

(b) State business travel, pool operators; 35 

(c) Construction, agricultural, or maintenance work; 36 

(d) Conveyance of passengers; 37 

(e) Conveyance of building or maintenance materials and 38 

supplies; 39 

(f) Off-road vehicle, motorcycle, or all-terrain vehicle; 40 

(g) Emergency response; or 41 

(h) Other. 42 

 43 

Vehicles described in paragraphs (a) through (h), when being 44 

processed for purchase or leasing agreements, must be selected 45 

based on the lowest lifetime ownership costs, including costs 46 

for operations, maintenance, and fuel when fuel economy data is 47 

available, for the greatest fuel efficiency available for a 48 

given use class when fuel economy data are available. Exceptions 49 

may be made for individual vehicles in paragraph (g) when 50 

accompanied, during the procurement process, by documentation 51 

indicating that the operator or operators will exclusively be 52 

emergency first responders or have special documented need for 53 

exceptional vehicle performance characteristics. Any request for 54 

an exception must be approved by the purchasing agency head and 55 

any exceptional performance characteristics denoted as a part of 56 

the procurement process prior to purchase. 57 

(5) When a state agency purchases a vehicle with an 58 
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internal combustion engine, it must All state agencies shall use 59 

ethanol and biodiesel blended and natural gas fuels when 60 

available. State agencies administering central fueling 61 

operations for state-owned vehicles with an internal combustion 62 

engine shall procure biofuels for fleet needs to the greatest 63 

extent practicable. 64 

Section 2. Before July 1, 2024, the Department of 65 

Management Services shall make recommendations to state 66 

agencies, state universities, community colleges, and local 67 

governments regarding the procurement of electric and natural 68 

gas fuel vehicles and other vehicles powered by renewable energy 69 

as defined in s. 366.91(2), Florida Statutes, and best practices 70 

for integrating such vehicles into existing fleets. 71 

Section 3. Paragraph (p) of subsection (1) of section 72 

553.791, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 73 

553.791 Alternative plans review and inspection.— 74 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 75 

(p) “Single-trade inspection” means any inspection focused 76 

on a single construction trade, such as plumbing, mechanical, or 77 

electrical. The term includes, but is not limited to, 78 

inspections of door or window replacements; fences and block 79 

walls more than 6 feet high from the top of the wall to the 80 

bottom of the footing; stucco or plastering; reroofing with no 81 

structural alteration; HVAC replacements; installation of 82 

electric vehicle charging stations; solar energy and energy 83 

storage installations or alterations; ductwork or fan 84 

replacements; alteration or installation of wiring, lighting, 85 

and service panels; water heater changeouts; sink replacements; 86 

and repiping. 87 
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Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 88 
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I. Summary: 

SB 300 amends and creates multiple provisions of law related to pregnancy support and wellness 

services, the state's Family Planning Program, and the termination of pregnancies. 

 

The bill prohibits abortion after six weeks of gestation unless an exception is met. Current-law 

exceptions to abortion time frames are maintained and a new exception is established for cases in 

which the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. This new exception is available until the 15th 

week of gestation under the bill. 

 

The bill specifies that abortions, including medical abortions,1 may not be provided through 

telehealth and that medication intended for the use in a medical abortion may only be dispensed 

by a physician and may not be dispensed via the U.S. Postal Service or by any other carrier. The 

bill also prohibits any person, educational institution, and governmental entity from expending 

state funds for a person to travel to another state to receive services that are intended to support 

an abortion, unless such expenditure is required by federal law or there is a legitimate medical 

emergency. 

 

SB 300 also amends the pregnancy support and wellness services network established in s. 

381.96, F.S., to expand eligibility for such services to women who have given birth in the past 12 

months and to parents or guardians of children under the age of three for up to 12 months. The 

bill adds new services and assistance which the network is required to provide, including 

counseling, mentoring, educational materials, and classes as well as material assistance including 

clothing, car seats, cribs formula, and diapers. The bill also requires that the Department of 

Health (DOH) report to the Governor and the Legislature annually on the types, amount, and 

costs of services provided as well as demographic information on persons who receive such 

services. 

                                                 
1 Section 390.011(9), F.S., provides that “medical abortion” means the administration or use of an abortion-inducing drug to 

induce an abortion. 

REVISED:         
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The bill appropriates $25 million in recurring general revenue for the expanded network and 

specifies that contracted organizations in the network must spend at least 85 percent of the funds 

received on providing services and maintaining a hotline. 

 

The bill also appropriates $5 million in recurring general revenue, above what is currently 

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act (GAA), for family planning services provided by 

the Department of Health pursuant to s. 381.0051, F.S. 

 

The bill makes other technical and clean-up changes, including repealing s. 390.01112, F.S., 

which is unused; clarifying that the current-law exception for fatal fetal anomalies is available 

until the third trimester of pregnancy, rather than until fetal viability; and repealing rulemaking 

language that is no longer applicable. 

 

The provisions of the bill, other than the expansion of the pregnancy support network and the 

appropriations which are effective upon becoming law, are effective 30 days after one of several 

events occurs. These events include a Florida Supreme court ruling overturning In re T.W.,2 or 

one of several other related cases; a Florida Supreme court ruling stating that the privacy clause 

in the Florida Constitution does not protect the right to abortion; or an amendment to the Florida 

Constitution which provides the same. 

II. Present Situation: 

Federal Case Law on Abortion 

Roe v. Wade 

In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court issued the landmark Roe v. Wade decision.3 Using the strict 

scrutiny standard, the Court determined that a woman’s right to terminate a pregnancy is 

protected by a fundamental right to privacy guaranteed under the Due Process Clause of the 

Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Further, the Court reasoned that state 

regulations limiting the exercise of this right must be justified by a compelling state interest and 

must be narrowly drawn. 

 

Casey 

In 1992, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on the constitutionality of a Pennsylvania statute 

involving a 24-hour waiting period between the provision of information to a woman and the 

performance of an abortion. In that decision, Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania 

v. Casey (a.k.a. “Casey”),4 the Court upheld the statute and relaxed the standard of review in 

abortion cases involving adult women from “strict scrutiny” to “unduly burdensome.” Under 

Casey, an undue burden exists and makes a statute invalid if the statute’s purpose or effect is to 

place a substantial obstacle in the way of a woman seeking an abortion before the fetus is viable. 

 

                                                 
2 The seminal case on abortion, discussed in the present situation. 
3 Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 93 S. Ct. 705, 35 L. Ed. 2d 147 (1973) 
4 Planned Parenthood of Se. Pennsylvania v. Casey, 505 U.S. 833, 112 S. Ct. 2791, 120 L. Ed. 2d 674 (1992) 
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The Court held that the undue burden standard is an appropriate means of reconciling a state’s 

interest in human life with the woman’s constitutionally protected liberty to decide whether to 

terminate a pregnancy. The Court determined that, prior to fetal viability, a woman has the right 

to an abortion without being unduly burdened by government interference. Before viability, a 

state’s interests are not strong enough under Casey to support prohibiting an abortion or the 

imposition of a substantial obstacle to the woman’s right to select the procedure. However, once 

viability occurs, a state has the power to restrict abortions if the law contains exceptions for 

pregnancies that endanger a woman’s life or health. 

 

Dobbs 

On June 24, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Jackson Women's Health Org. v. Dobbs 

(a.k.a. “Dobbs”),5 a case involving Mississippi’s Gestational Age Act. The Gestational Age Act 

prohibited all abortions after 15 weeks of gestational age and was permanently enjoined by the 

lower courts in 2019. In Dobbs, the U.S. Supreme Court explicitly and entirely overruled Roe v. 

Wade and Casey, returning all abortion regulation decisions back to state control. The Court 

stated: 

 

[Roe v. Wade] was…egregiously wrong and on a collision course with the Constitution 

from the day it was decided. Casey perpetuated its errors, calling both sides of the 

national controversy to resolve their debate, but in doing so, Casey necessarily declared a 

winning side. Those on the losing side—those who sought to advance the State's interest 

in fetal life—could no longer seek to persuade their elected representatives to adopt 

policies consistent with their views. The Court short-circuited the democratic process by 

closing it to the large number of Americans who disagreed with Roe.6 

 

The Court’s final holding was that “the Constitution does not confer a right to abortion; Roe and 

Casey are overruled; and the authority to regulate abortion is returned to the people and their 

elected representatives.”7 

 

In Florida, however, abortion restrictions established under Florida Statutes are still held to the 

stricter standard established in In re T.W. (discussed below) unless the Florida Supreme Court 

eventually overturns the decision in that case. 

 

Abortion Law in Florida 

Under Florida law, abortion is defined as the termination of a human pregnancy with an intention 

other than to produce a live birth or remove a dead fetus.8 The termination of a pregnancy must 

be performed by a physician9 licensed under ch. 458, F.S., or ch. 459, F.S., or a physician 

practicing medicine or osteopathic medicine in the employment of the United States.10 The 

                                                 
5 Jackson Women's Health Org. v. Currier, 349 F. Supp. 3d 536 (S.D. Miss. 2018), aff'd sub nom. Jackson Women's Health 

Org. v. Dobbs, 945 F.3d 265 (5th Cir. 2019) 
6 Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Org., No. 19-1392, 2022 WL 2276808 (U.S. June 24, 2022). 
7 Id. 
8 Section 390.011(1), F.S. 
9 Section 390.0111(2), F.S. 
10 Section 390.011(8), F.S. 
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Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) is responsible for licensing abortion clinics 

pursuant to ch. 390, F.S. 

 

The termination of a pregnancy may not be performed after 15 weeks gestation11 unless there is a 

medical necessity or the fetus has a fatal fetal abnormality. Specifically, an abortion may not be 

performed after 15 weeks unless two physicians certify in writing that, in reasonable medical 

judgment, the termination of the pregnancy is necessary to save the pregnant woman’s life or 

avert a serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function 

of the pregnant woman, other than a psychological condition. If a second physician is not 

available, one physician may certify in writing to the medical necessity for legitimate emergency 

medical procedures for the termination of the pregnancy.12 Additionally, an abortion may not be 

performed on a minor under the age of 18 without the consent of the minor’s parent or guardian 

or without the minor obtaining authorization for the abortion from a court.13 

 

Sections 390.0111(4) and 390.01112(3), F.S., provide that if a termination of pregnancy is 

performed during the third trimester or during viability, the physician who performs or induces 

the termination of pregnancy must use that degree of professional skill, care, and diligence to 

preserve the life and health of the fetus, which the physician would be required to exercise in 

order to preserve the life and health of any fetus intended to be born and not aborted. However, 

the woman’s life and health constitute an overriding and superior consideration to the concern 

for the life and health of the fetus when the concerns are in conflict. A termination of pregnancy 

after viability in an emergency situation must be performed in a hospital.14 

 

Legal Challenge of the 15-Week Time Frame 

The portions of ch. 2022-69, L.O.F., related to abortion were challenged by Planned Parenthood 

(Planned Parenthood v. the State of Florida), and the Second Judicial Circuit Court issued a 

temporary injunction preventing the law from being enforced, stating that the law does not meet 

the constitutional standards established under Florida case law in In re T.W., (551 So. 2d 1186 

(Fla. 1989)). However, upon appeal, the injunction was automatically stayed and the First 

District Court of Appeal declined to reverse the automatic stay. 

 

Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida appealed the order declining to reverse the 

stay to the Florida Supreme Court. Additionally, Planned Parenthood asked the Supreme Court 

to accept jurisdiction over the case. On Jan. 23, 2023, the Court both accepted jurisdiction of the 

case and denied the motion to vacate the automatic stay of the temporary injunction. Currently, 

the case resides at the Supreme Court. The Petitioner’s initial brief on the merits of the case was 

served on Feb. 27, 2023, and the response to the brief is due 30 days from then.15 

 

                                                 
11 In the 2022 session the Florida Legislature passed HB 5, a ban on abortions after 15 weeks of gestation with exceptions for 

emergencies, substantial physical impairment of a major bodily function, and genetic conditions incompatible with life 

outside of the womb and that will result in death upon birth or imminently thereafter. The law took effect on July 1, 2022. 
12 Sections 390.0111(1) and 390.01112(1), F.S. 
13 Section 390.01114, F.S. 
14 Section 797.03(3), F.S. 
15 PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF SOUTHWEST & CENTRAL FLORIDA, ET AL. vs. STATE OF FLORIDA, ET 

AL. 1st DCA case no. 1D22-2034 and Supreme Court case number SC22-1050. 
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Florida Case Law on Abortion: In re T.W. 

In the 1989 case In re T.W., a Minor,16 the Florida Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling 

striking the requirement that a minor obtain parental consent prior to obtaining an abortion. This 

ruling is the controlling case law for abortion law in Florida and is of consequence because, 

rather than standing the ruling upon the established federal case law of Roe v. Wade and Casey, 

the Florida Supreme Court determined that: 

 

To be held constitutional, the instant statute must pass muster under both the federal and 

state constitutions. Were we to examine it solely under the federal Constitution, our 

analysis necessarily would track the decisions noted above. However, Florida is unusual 

in that it is one of at least four states having its own express constitutional provision 

guaranteeing an independent right to privacy,… and we opt to examine the statute first 

under the Florida Constitution. If it fails here, then no further analysis under federal law 

is required. 

 

The Court determined that the right to privacy enshrined in Art. I, S. 23 of the Florida 

Constitution “is clearly implicated in a woman's decision of whether or not to continue her 

pregnancy.” Therefore, unlike under the Federal Constitution which requires a state only to show 

that a restriction on abortion is not “unduly burdensome,” in Florida the state must show that the 

abortion restriction “furthers a compelling state interest through the least intrusive means.” 

 

The court further determined that “Under our Florida Constitution, the state's interest becomes 

compelling upon viability, as defined below. Until this point, the fetus is a highly specialized set 

of cells that is entirely dependent upon the mother for sustenance. No other member of society 

can provide this nourishment. The mother and fetus are so inextricably intertwined that their 

interests can be said to coincide. Upon viability, however, society becomes capable of sustaining 

the fetus, and its interest in preserving its potential for life thus becomes compelling.” 

 

Florida Pregnancy Support and Services Network 

Section 381.96, F.S., establishes the Florida Pregnancy Care Network (Network) defined as a 

“not-for-profit statewide alliance of pregnancy support organizations that provide pregnancy 

support and wellness services through a comprehensive system of care to women and their 

families.” The statute requires the DOH to contract with the network for the management and 

delivery of pregnancy support and wellness services to eligible clients and draws a distinction 

between pregnancy support services and wellness services. Pregnancy support services are 

services that promote and encourage childbirth, including: 

 Direct client services, such as pregnancy testing, counseling, referral, training, and education 

for pregnant women and their families. A woman and her family shall continue to be eligible 

to receive direct client services for up to 12 months after the birth of the child. 

 Program awareness activities, including a promotional campaign to educate the public about 

the pregnancy support services offered by the network and a website that provides 

information on the location of providers in the user’s area and other available community 

resources. 

                                                 
16 In re T.W., 551 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 1989) 
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 Communication activities, including the operation and maintenance of a hotline or call center 

with a single statewide toll-free number that is available 24 hours a day for an eligible client 

to obtain the location and contact information for a pregnancy center located in the client’s 

area. 

 

Wellness services are services or activities intended to maintain and improve health or prevent 

illness and injury, including, but not limited to, high blood pressure screening, anemia testing, 

thyroid screening, cholesterol screening, diabetes screening, and assistance with smoking 

cessation. 

 

Pregnancy support services are available to a pregnant woman or woman who suspects she is 

pregnant, and the family of such a woman, while wellness support services are available to any 

woman who seeks such services. 

 

The section establishes contracting provisions which require the DOH to: 

 Establish, implement, and monitor a comprehensive system of care through subcontractors to 

meet the pregnancy support and wellness needs of eligible clients. 

 Establish and manage subcontracts with a sufficient number of providers to ensure the 

availability of pregnancy support and wellness services for eligible clients, and maintain and 

manage the delivery of such services throughout the contract period. 

 Spend at least 90 percent of the contract funds on pregnancy support and wellness services. 

 Offer wellness services through vouchers or other appropriate arrangements that allow the 

purchase of services from qualified health care providers. 

 Require a background screening under s. 943.0542, F.S., for all paid staff and volunteers of a 

subcontractor if such staff or volunteers provide direct client services to an eligible client 

who is a minor or an elderly person or who has a disability. 

 Annually monitor its subcontractors and specify the sanctions that shall be imposed for 

noncompliance with the terms of a subcontract. 

 Subcontract only with providers that exclusively promote and support childbirth. 

 Ensure that informational materials provided to an eligible client by a provider are current 

and accurate and cite the reference source of any medical statement included in such 

materials. 

 

This section of statute specifies that services provided pursuant to the section must be provided 

in a non-coercive manner and may not include religious content. 

 

The Comprehensive Family Planning Act 

Section 381.0051, F.S., establishes the Comprehensive Family Planning Act (Act). The Act 

requires the DOH to implement a comprehensive family planning program which must include, 

but is not limited to: 

 Comprehensive family planning education and counseling programs. 

 Prescription for and provision of all medically recognized methods of contraception. 

 Medical evaluation, including cytological examination and other appropriate laboratory 

studies. 
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 Treatment of physical complications other than pregnancy resulting from the use of 

contraceptive methods. 

 

The program must provide services at locations and times readily available to the population 

served and must emphasize service to postpartum mothers. The services are to be available to 

anyone who desires them on a fee schedule based on the cost of service and the individual’s 

ability to pay.17 Family planning and related health services are available in all 67 counties 

through local county health departments or contracted agencies.18 

 

Minors are able to receive maternal health, contraceptive information, and services of a 

nonsurgical nature19 if the services are provided by a physician or by the DOH directly through 

the program and if the minor: 

 Is married; 

 Is a parent; 

 Is pregnant; 

 Has the consent of a parent or legal guardian; or 

 May, in the opinion of the physician, suffer probable health hazards if such services are not 

provided. 

 

Medical Abortion 

Medical abortion is a two-step process that does not require surgical intervention. Medical 

abortions consist of a health care practitioner, usually a physician, providing a patient with 

mifepristone and misoprostol. The FDA has approved the use of these drugs during the first 70 

days of a pregnancy under the following dosing regimen:20 

 200 mg of mifepristone taken by mouth. This blocks progesterone, which is a hormone that is 

necessary for a pregnancy to continue. Without progesterone, the embryo or fetus detaches 

from the uterine wall. 

 24 to 48 hours after taking mifepristone: 800 mcg of misoprostol taken buccally (in the cheek 

pouch), at a location appropriate for the patient. This softens and dilates the cervix and 

causes uterine contractions that expel the detached embryo or fetus. 

 Seven to fourteen days after taking mifepristone: follow-up visit with the health care provider 

to confirm that the abortion is complete. 

 

Originally, the FDA required practitioners to dispense mifepristone only in clinics, medical 

offices, and hospitals.21 This necessitates an in-person visit to obtain the drugs. This requirement 

                                                 
17 One such fee schedule, from Martin County Health Department, for 2020/2021 provides for costs between $28.32 and 

$166.59 for most family planning items including annual exams and IUD insertion and removal. This fee schedule is 

available at https://martin.floridahealth.gov/about-us/_documents/familyplanningfees2021.pdf, (last visited March 16, 2023). 
18 Family Planning, DOH website, available at https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/womens-health/family-

planning/index.html, (last visited March 16, 2023). 
19 The section specifies that the application of a nonpermanent internal contraceptive device is deemed to be nonsurgical.  
20 Questions and Answers on Mifepristone for Medical Termination of Pregnancy Through Ten Weeks Gestation, U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration, available at https://www.fda.gov/drugs/postmarket-drug-safety-information-patients-and-providers/questions-and-answers-

mifepristone-medical-termination-pregnancy-through-ten-weeks-gestation (last visited March 16, 2023). 
21 Id. 
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discourages the use of telemedicine, although there is no express federal prohibition against 

using telemedicine for a medical abortion. 

 

In April 2021, the FDA waived this in-person dispensing requirement for the duration of the 

COVID-19 federal public health emergency.22 This allowed patients to receive abortion-inducing 

drugs through the mail or other home delivery services. This increased the probability of 

prescribers using telemedicine to perform medical abortion in states where not prohibited by 

state law. On December 16, 2021, the FDA permanently removed the in-person dispensing 

requirement.23 

 

Telehealth 

Telehealth is a mechanism for delivery of health care services. Health care professionals use 

telehealth as a platform to provide traditional health care services in a non-traditional manner. 

These services include, among others, preventative medicine and the treatment of chronic 

conditions.24 Section 456.74, F.S., enacted in 2019, regulates the use of telehealth by Florida and 

out-of-state health care providers. 

 

Current law broadly defines telehealth as the use of synchronous or asynchronous 

telecommunications technology by a telehealth provider to provide health care services, 

including, but not limited to: 25 

 Assessment, diagnosis, consultation, treatment, and monitoring of a patient; 

 Transfer of medical data; 

 Patient and professional health-related education; 

 Public health services; and 

 Health administration. 

 

A patient receiving telehealth services may be in any location at the time services are rendered 

and a telehealth provider may be in any location when providing telehealth services to a patient. 

 

Health care services may be provided via telehealth by a Florida-licensed health care 

practitioner, a practitioner licensed under a multistate health care licensure compact of which 

Florida is a member,26 or an out-of-state-health care provider who registers with the Department 

of Health.27 

 

Current law requires telehealth providers to meet the same standard of care required for in-

person health care services to patients in this state. This ensures that a patient receives the same 

standard of care irrespective of the modality used by the health care professional to deliver the 

services.28 

                                                 
22 Id. 
23 Id. 
24 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Report to Congress: E-Health and Telemedicine (August 12, 2016), available at 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/system/files/pdf/206751/TelemedicineE-HealthReport.pdf (last visited March 16, 2023). 
25 S. 456.47(1)(a), F.S. 
26 Florida is a member of the Nurse Licensure Compact. See s. 464.0095, F.S. 
27 S. 456.47(4), F.S. 
28 S. 456.47(2), F.S. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Abortion Restrictions 

SB 300 amends several sections of the Florida Statutes, and creates one new section of law, 

relating to abortion. 

 

The bill amends s. 390.0111, F.S., to prohibit a physician from knowingly performing or 

inducing an abortion after six weeks of gestation.29 The bill maintains current-law exceptions to 

abortion time frames and applies them to the six-week prohibition, including exceptions for the 

life and health of the mother, for emergency situations, and for a fetus with a fatal fetal 

abnormality. 

 

The bill adds one new exception for cases in which the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest 

and the gestational age of the fetus is not more than 15 weeks. In order to qualify for the 

exception for rape or incest, at the time a pregnant woman schedules or arrives for her 

appointment to obtain the abortion, she must provide a copy of a restraining order, police report, 

medical record, or other court order or documentation providing evidence that she is obtaining 

the abortion because she is the victim of rape or incest. If the woman is a minor, the bill requires 

that the physician report the incident of rape or incest to the central abuse hotline as required by 

s. 39.201, F.S. 

 

The bill specifies that only an allopathic or osteopathic physician may perform or induce an 

abortion and that a physician may not use telehealth to perform an abortion, including, but not 

limited to, medical abortions. The bill also amends s. 456.47, F.S., to include the prohibition on 

the use of telehealth in the established practice standards for telehealth. 

 

The bill prohibits medications intended for use in a medical abortion from being dispensed by 

anyone other than a physician and from being dispensed through the United States Postal Service 

or by any other courier or shipping service. 

 

Additionally, the bill creates s. 286.31, F.S., to prohibit any person, educational institution, or 

governmental entity from using state funds30 for a person to travel to another state to receive 

services that are intended to support an abortion. The bill defines: 

 “Educational institution” to mean any public institutions under the control of a district school 

board, a charter school, a state university, a developmental research school, a Florida College 

System institution, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, the Florida Virtual School, 

private school readiness programs, voluntary prekindergarten programs, private K-12 

schools, and private colleges and universities. 

 “Governmental entity” to mean the state or any political subdivision thereof, including the 

executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government; the independent establishments 

of the state, counties, municipalities, districts, authorities, boards, or commissions; and any 

agencies that are subject to ch. 286, F.S. 

                                                 
29 “Gestation” is defined in s. 390. 
30 As defined in s. 215.31, F.S., “state funds” means revenue, including licenses, fees, imposts, or exactions collected or 

received under the authority of the laws of the state by each and every state official, office, employee, bureau, division, 

board, commission, institution, agency, or undertaking of the state or the judicial branch 
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The bill provides exceptions to this prohibition when the person, governmental entity, or 

educational institution is required by federal law to expend state funds for such a purpose and for 

cases of a medical necessity for legitimate emergency medical procedures for termination of the 

pregnancy to save the pregnant woman’s life or to avert a serious risk of imminent substantial 

and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function of the pregnant woman, other 

than a psychological condition. 

 

Expansion of the Florida Pregnancy Care Network 

SB 300 amends s. 381.986, F.S., to expand the Network. 

 

The bill amends to the definition of “eligible client” to add eligibility for: 

 Women who have given birth in the previous 12 months; and 

 Parents, or legal guardians, for up to 12 months after the birth of a child or the adoption of a 

child younger than three years of age. 

 

The bill also amends the definition of “pregnancy support services” to be “pregnancy and 

parenting support services” and makes the following services available: 

 Nonmedical material assistance that improves the pregnancy or parenting situation of 

families, including, but not limited to, clothing, car seats, cribs, formula, and diapers; and 

 Counseling or mentoring, education materials, and classes regarding pregnancy, parenting, 

adoption, life skills, and employment readiness. 

 

The bill requires the DOH’s contract with the Network to require the Network to spend at least 

85 percent of contract funds on pregnancy and parenting support services and to exclude network 

awareness activities from the services that qualify to make up the required 85 percent.31 

 

Additionally, by July 1, 2024, and annually thereafter, the bill requires the DOH to report to the 

Governor and the Legislature on the amount and types of services provided by the network; the 

expenditures for such services; and the number of, and demographic information for, women, 

parents, and families served by the network. The bill also requires DOH’s contract with the 

Network to ensure the DOH is provided with all information necessary for the annual report 

detailed below. 

 

Funding Provisions 

In addition to any funds appropriated in the General Appropriations Act, SB 300 appropriates $5 

million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund (GR) to the DOH for the purpose of 

implementing the Family Planning Program, specifically subsections (3), (4), and (6) and s. 

381.0051, F.S. 

 

                                                 
31 Current law requires the Network to spend at least 90 percent of funds on pregnancy support services, but also includes 

network awareness activities in the services that count toward the 90 percent. Effectively this change will limit the amount 

spent on network awareness activates, which includes a promotional campaign and a website, to 5 percent of the contracted 

funds. 
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The bill also appropriates $25 million in recurring GR funds to the DOH for the purpose of 

implementing the expanded Florida Pregnancy Care Network. 

 

Clean-Up Provisions 

SB 300 repeals s. 390.01112, F.S., which restricts abortion at the point of viability. This section 

is obsolete and is not used. Additionally, the bill strikes rule language requiring AHCA rules for 

abortion clinics to not impose an unconstitutional burden on a woman’s freedom to decide 

whether to terminate her pregnancy. If the bill becomes effective due to one of the effective date 

triggers (detailed below), this provision will no longer be applicable as there will no longer be 

constitutional restraints on the ability for the Legislature to restrict abortion. 

 

Effective Date 

Other than the expansion of the Network and the appropriation provisions, which are effective 

upon becoming law, SB 300 provides that the bill is effective 30 days after one of the following 

occurs: 

 A decision by the Florida Supreme Court holding that the right to privacy enshrined in s. 23, 

Article I of the State Constitution does not include a right to abortion; 

 A decision by the Florida Supreme Court in Planned Parenthood v. State, SC2022-1050, that 

allows the prohibition on abortions after 15 weeks in s. 390.0111(1), F.S., to remain in effect, 

including a decision approving, in whole or in part, the First District Court of Appeal’s 

decision under review or a decision discharging jurisdiction; 

 An amendment to the State Constitution clarifying that s. 23, Article I of the State 

Constitution does not include a right to abortion; or 

 A decision from the Florida Supreme Court after March 7, 2023, receding, in whole or in 

part, from In re T.W., 551 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 1989), North Fla. Women’s Health v. State, 866 

So. 2d 612 (Fla. 2003), or Gainesville Woman Care, LLC v. State, 210 So. 3d 1243 (Fla. 

2017). 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 
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E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

Because the provisions of the bill that might be challenged as unconstitutional do not 

become law unless specified criteria are met which would render such provisions 

constitutional, there are likely no constitutional issues with SB 300. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 381.96, 390.0111, 

390.012, and 456.47. 

 

This bill creates section 286.31 of the Florida Statutes. 

 

This bill repeals section 390.01112 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Fiscal Policy (Berman) recommended the 

following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 74 - 200 3 

and insert: 4 

substantial and irreversible physical or mental impairment of a 5 

major bodily or psychological function of the pregnant woman. 6 

Section 2. Effective upon this act becoming a law, section 7 

381.96, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 8 

381.96 Pregnancy support and wellness services.— 9 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 10 
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(a) “Department” means the Department of Health. 11 

(b) “Eligible client” means any of the following: 12 

1. A pregnant woman or a woman who suspects she is 13 

pregnant, and the family of such woman, who voluntarily seeks 14 

pregnancy support services and any woman who voluntarily seeks 15 

wellness services. 16 

2. A woman who has given birth in the previous 12 months 17 

and her family. 18 

3. A parent or parents or a legal guardian or legal 19 

guardians, and the families of such parents and legal guardians, 20 

for up to 12 months after the birth of a child or the adoption 21 

of a child younger than 3 years of age. 22 

(c) “Florida Pregnancy Care Network, Inc.,” or “network” 23 

means the not-for-profit statewide alliance of pregnancy support 24 

organizations that provide pregnancy support and wellness 25 

services through a comprehensive system of care to women and 26 

their families. 27 

(d) “Pregnancy and parenting support services” means 28 

services that promote and encourage childbirth, including, but 29 

not limited to: 30 

1. Direct client services, such as pregnancy testing, 31 

counseling, referral, training, and education for pregnant women 32 

and their families. A woman and her family shall continue to be 33 

eligible to receive direct client services for up to 12 months 34 

after the birth of the child. 35 

2. Nonmedical material assistance that improves the 36 

pregnancy or parenting situation of families, including, but not 37 

limited to, clothing, car seats, cribs, formula, and diapers. 38 

3. Counseling or mentoring, education materials, and 39 
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classes regarding pregnancy, parenting, adoption, life skills, 40 

and employment readiness. 41 

4. Network Program awareness activities, including a 42 

promotional campaign to educate the public about the pregnancy 43 

and parenting support services offered by the network and a 44 

website that provides information on the location of providers 45 

in the user’s area and other available community resources. 46 

5.3. Communication activities, including the operation and 47 

maintenance of a hotline or call center with a single statewide 48 

toll-free number that is available 24 hours a day for an 49 

eligible client to obtain the location and contact information 50 

for a pregnancy center located in the client’s area. 51 

(e) “Wellness services” means services or activities 52 

intended to maintain and improve health or prevent illness and 53 

injury, including, but not limited to, high blood pressure 54 

screening, anemia testing, thyroid screening, cholesterol 55 

screening, diabetes screening, and assistance with smoking 56 

cessation. 57 

(2) DEPARTMENT DUTIES.—The department shall contract with 58 

the network for the management and delivery of pregnancy and 59 

parenting support services and wellness services to eligible 60 

clients. 61 

(3) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—The department contract shall 62 

specify the contract deliverables, including financial reports 63 

and other reports due to the department, timeframes for 64 

achieving contractual obligations, and any other requirements 65 

the department determines are necessary, such as staffing and 66 

location requirements. The contract shall require the network 67 

to: 68 
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(a) Establish, implement, and monitor a comprehensive 69 

system of care through subcontractors to meet the pregnancy and 70 

parenting support and wellness needs of eligible clients. 71 

(b) Establish and manage subcontracts with a sufficient 72 

number of providers to ensure the availability of pregnancy and 73 

parenting support services and wellness services for eligible 74 

clients, and maintain and manage the delivery of such services 75 

throughout the contract period. 76 

(c) Spend at least 85 90 percent of the contract funds on 77 

pregnancy and parenting support services, excluding services 78 

specified in subparagraph (1)(d)4., and wellness services. 79 

(d) Offer wellness services through vouchers or other 80 

appropriate arrangements that allow the purchase of services 81 

from qualified health care providers. 82 

(e) Require a background screening under s. 943.0542 for 83 

all paid staff and volunteers of a subcontractor if such staff 84 

or volunteers provide direct client services to an eligible 85 

client who is a minor or an elderly person or who has a 86 

disability. 87 

(f) Annually monitor its subcontractors and specify the 88 

sanctions that shall be imposed for noncompliance with the terms 89 

of a subcontract. 90 

(g) Subcontract only with providers that exclusively 91 

promote and support childbirth. 92 

(h) Ensure that informational materials provided to an 93 

eligible client by a provider are current and accurate and cite 94 

the reference source of any medical statement included in such 95 

materials. 96 

(i) Ensure that the department is provided with all 97 
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information necessary for the report required under subsection 98 

(5). 99 

(4) SERVICES.—Services provided pursuant to this section 100 

must be provided in a noncoercive manner and may not include any 101 

religious content. 102 

(5) REPORT.—By July 1, 2024, and each year thereafter, the 103 

department shall report to the Governor, the President of the 104 

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the 105 

amount and types of services provided by the network; the 106 

expenditures for such services; and the number of, and 107 

demographic information for, women, parents, and families served 108 

by the network. 109 

Section 3. Subsections (1), (2), (10), and (13) of section 110 

390.0111, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 111 

390.0111 Termination of pregnancies.— 112 

(1) TERMINATION AFTER GESTATIONAL AGE OF 6 15 WEEKS; WHEN 113 

ALLOWED.—A physician may not knowingly perform or induce a 114 

termination of pregnancy if the physician determines the 115 

gestational age of the fetus is more than 6 15 weeks unless one 116 

of the following conditions is met: 117 

(a) Two physicians certify in writing that, in reasonable 118 

medical judgment, the termination of the pregnancy is necessary 119 

to save the pregnant woman’s life or avert a serious risk of 120 

substantial and irreversible physical or mental impairment of a 121 

major bodily or psychological function of the pregnant woman 122 

other than a psychological condition. 123 

(b) The physician certifies in writing that, in reasonable 124 

medical judgment, there is a medical necessity for legitimate 125 

emergency medical procedures for termination of the pregnancy to 126 
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save the pregnant woman’s life or avert a serious risk of 127 

imminent substantial and irreversible physical or mental 128 

impairment of a major bodily or psychological function of the 129 

pregnant woman other than a psychological condition, and another 130 

physician is not available 131 

 132 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 133 

And the title is amended as follows: 134 

Delete line 21 135 

and insert: 136 

rather than 15 weeks; revising exceptions; providing 137 

an 138 
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The Committee on Fiscal Policy (Berman) recommended the 

following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments) 1 

 2 

Between lines 224 and 225 3 

insert: 4 

(3) CONSENT CONSENTS REQUIRED.—Except in the case of a 5 

medical emergency as provided in paragraph (b), a termination of 6 

pregnancy may not be performed or induced except with the 7 

voluntary and informed written consent of the pregnant woman or, 8 

in the case of a mental incompetent, the voluntary and informed 9 

written consent of her court-appointed guardian. 10 



Florida Senate - 2023 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì965740)Î965740 

 

Page 2 of 5 

3/27/2023 7:39:52 AM 594-02674-23 

(a) Except in the case of a medical emergency, Consent to a 11 

termination of pregnancy is voluntary and informed only if: 12 

1. The physician who is to perform the procedure, or the 13 

referring physician, has, at a minimum, orally, while physically 14 

present in the same room, and at least 24 hours before the 15 

procedure, informed the woman of: 16 

a. The nature and risks of undergoing or not undergoing the 17 

proposed procedure that a reasonable patient would consider 18 

material to making a knowing and willful decision of whether to 19 

terminate a pregnancy. 20 

b. The probable gestational age of the fetus, verified by 21 

an ultrasound, at the time the termination of pregnancy is to be 22 

performed. 23 

(I) The ultrasound must be performed by the physician who 24 

is to perform the abortion or by a person having documented 25 

evidence that he or she has completed a course in the operation 26 

of ultrasound equipment as prescribed by rule and who is working 27 

in conjunction with the physician. 28 

(II) The person performing the ultrasound must offer the 29 

woman the opportunity to view the live ultrasound images and 30 

hear an explanation of them. If the woman accepts the 31 

opportunity to view the images and hear the explanation, a 32 

physician or a registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, 33 

advanced practice registered nurse, or physician assistant 34 

working in conjunction with the physician must contemporaneously 35 

review and explain the images to the woman before the woman 36 

gives informed consent to having an abortion procedure 37 

performed. 38 

(III) The woman has a right to decline to view and hear the 39 
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explanation of the live ultrasound images after she is informed 40 

of her right and offered an opportunity to view the images and 41 

hear the explanation. If the woman declines, the woman shall 42 

complete a form acknowledging that she was offered an 43 

opportunity to view and hear the explanation of the images but 44 

that she declined that opportunity. The form must also indicate 45 

that the woman’s decision was not based on any undue influence 46 

from any person to discourage her from viewing the images or 47 

hearing the explanation and that she declined of her own free 48 

will. 49 

(IV) Unless requested by the woman, the person performing 50 

the ultrasound may not offer the opportunity to view the images 51 

and hear the explanation and the explanation may not be given 52 

if, at the time the woman schedules or arrives for her 53 

appointment to obtain an abortion, a copy of a restraining 54 

order, police report, medical record, or other court order or 55 

documentation is presented which provides evidence that the 56 

woman is obtaining the abortion because the woman is a victim of 57 

rape, incest, domestic violence, or human trafficking or that 58 

the woman has been diagnosed as having a condition that, on the 59 

basis of a physician’s good faith clinical judgment, would 60 

create a serious risk of substantial and irreversible impairment 61 

of a major bodily function if the woman delayed terminating her 62 

pregnancy. 63 

c. The medical risks to the woman and fetus of carrying the 64 

pregnancy to term. 65 

 66 

The physician may provide the information required in this 67 

subparagraph within 24 hours before the procedure if requested 68 
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by the woman at the time she schedules or arrives for her 69 

appointment to obtain an abortion and if she presents to the 70 

physician a copy of a restraining order, police report, medical 71 

record, or other court order or documentation evidencing that 72 

she is obtaining the abortion because she is a victim of rape, 73 

incest, domestic violence, or human trafficking. 74 

2. Printed materials prepared and provided by the 75 

department have been provided to the pregnant woman, if she 76 

chooses to view these materials, including: 77 

a. A description of the fetus, including a description of 78 

the various stages of development. 79 

b. A list of entities that offer alternatives to 80 

terminating the pregnancy. 81 

c. Detailed information on the availability of medical 82 

assistance benefits for prenatal care, childbirth, and neonatal 83 

care. 84 

3. The woman acknowledges in writing, before the 85 

termination of pregnancy, that the information required to be 86 

provided under this subsection has been provided. 87 

 88 

Nothing in this paragraph is intended to prohibit a physician 89 

from providing any additional information which the physician 90 

deems material to the woman’s informed decision to terminate her 91 

pregnancy. 92 

(b) If a medical emergency exists and a physician cannot 93 

comply with the requirements for informed consent, a physician 94 

may terminate a pregnancy if he or she has obtained at least one 95 

corroborative medical opinion attesting to the medical necessity 96 

for emergency medical procedures and to the fact that to a 97 
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reasonable degree of medical certainty the continuation of the 98 

pregnancy would threaten the life of the pregnant woman. If a 99 

second physician is not available for a corroborating opinion, 100 

the physician may proceed but shall document reasons for the 101 

medical necessity in the patient’s medical records. 102 

(c) Violation of this subsection by a physician constitutes 103 

grounds for disciplinary action under s. 458.331 or s. 459.015. 104 

Substantial compliance or reasonable belief that complying with 105 

the requirements of informed consent would threaten the life or 106 

health of the patient is a defense to any action brought under 107 

this paragraph. 108 

 109 

====== D I R E C T O R Y  C L A U S E  A M E N D M E N T ====== 110 

And the directory clause is amended as follows: 111 

Delete line 180 112 

and insert: 113 

Section 3. Subsections (1), (2), (3), (10), and (13) of 114 

section 115 

 116 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 117 

And the title is amended as follows: 118 

Delete line 33 119 

and insert: 120 

any other courier or shipping service; deleting a 121 

requirement that a physician provide certain 122 

information to a pregnant woman at least 24 hours 123 

before an abortion procedure; conforming 124 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to pregnancy and parenting support; 2 

creating s. 286.31, F.S.; defining the terms 3 

“educational institution” and “governmental entity”; 4 

prohibiting any person, governmental entity, or 5 

educational institution from expending state funds for 6 

a specified purpose; providing exceptions; amending s. 7 

381.96, F.S.; revising the definitions of the terms 8 

“eligible client” and “pregnancy and parenting support 9 

services”; requiring the Department of Health to 10 

contract for the management and delivery of parenting 11 

support services, in addition to pregnancy support 12 

services; revising the contract requirements to 13 

conform to changes made by the act; requiring the 14 

department to report specified information to the 15 

Governor and the Legislature by a specified date each 16 

year; amending s. 390.0111, F.S.; prohibiting 17 

physicians from knowingly performing or inducing a 18 

termination of pregnancy after the gestational age of 19 

the fetus is determined to be more than 6 weeks, 20 

rather than 15 weeks, with exceptions; providing an 21 

exception if the woman obtaining the abortion is doing 22 

so because she is a victim of rape or incest, subject 23 

to certain conditions; requiring physicians to report 24 

incidents of rape or incest of minors to the central 25 

abuse hotline; prohibiting any person other than a 26 

physician from inducing a termination of pregnancy; 27 

prohibiting physicians from using telehealth to 28 

perform abortions; requiring that medications intended 29 
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for use in a medical abortion be dispensed in person 30 

by a physician; prohibiting the dispensing of such 31 

medication through the United States Postal Service or 32 

any other courier or shipping service; conforming 33 

provisions to changes made by the act; repealing s. 34 

390.01112, F.S., relating to termination of 35 

pregnancies during viability; amending s. 390.012, 36 

F.S.; revising rules the Agency for Health Care 37 

Administration may develop and enforce to regulate 38 

abortion clinics; amending s. 456.47, F.S.; 39 

prohibiting telehealth providers from using telehealth 40 

to provide abortions; providing appropriations; 41 

providing effective dates. 42 

  43 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 44 

 45 

Section 1. Section 286.31, Florida Statutes, is created to 46 

read: 47 

286.31 Prohibited use of state funds.— 48 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 49 

(a) “Educational institution” means public institutions 50 

under the control of a district school board, a charter school, 51 

a state university, a developmental research school, a Florida 52 

College System institution, the Florida School for the Deaf and 53 

the Blind, the Florida Virtual School, private school readiness 54 

programs, voluntary prekindergarten programs, private K-12 55 

schools, and private colleges and universities. 56 

(b) “Governmental entity” means the state or any political 57 

subdivision thereof, including the executive, legislative, and 58 



Florida Senate - 2023 SB 300 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

29-01825E-23 2023300__ 

 Page 3 of 11  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

judicial branches of government; the independent establishments 59 

of the state, counties, municipalities, districts, authorities, 60 

boards, or commissions; and any agencies that are subject to 61 

chapter 286. 62 

(2) Any person, governmental entity, or educational 63 

institution may not expend state funds as defined in s. 215.31 64 

in any manner for a person to travel to another state to receive 65 

services that are intended to support an abortion as defined in 66 

s. 390.011, unless: 67 

(a) The person, governmental entity, or educational 68 

institution is required by federal law to expend state funds for 69 

such a purpose; or 70 

(b) There is a medical necessity for legitimate emergency 71 

medical procedures for termination of the pregnancy to save the 72 

pregnant woman’s life or to avert a serious risk of imminent 73 

substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major 74 

bodily function of the pregnant woman other than a psychological 75 

condition. 76 

Section 2. Effective upon this act becoming a law, section 77 

381.96, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 78 

381.96 Pregnancy support and wellness services.— 79 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 80 

(a) “Department” means the Department of Health. 81 

(b) “Eligible client” means any of the following: 82 

1. A pregnant woman or a woman who suspects she is 83 

pregnant, and the family of such woman, who voluntarily seeks 84 

pregnancy support services and any woman who voluntarily seeks 85 

wellness services. 86 

2. A woman who has given birth in the previous 12 months 87 
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and her family. 88 

3. A parent or parents or a legal guardian or legal 89 

guardians, and the families of such parents and legal guardians, 90 

for up to 12 months after the birth of a child or the adoption 91 

of a child younger than 3 years of age. 92 

(c) “Florida Pregnancy Care Network, Inc.,” or “network” 93 

means the not-for-profit statewide alliance of pregnancy support 94 

organizations that provide pregnancy support and wellness 95 

services through a comprehensive system of care to women and 96 

their families. 97 

(d) “Pregnancy and parenting support services” means 98 

services that promote and encourage childbirth, including, but 99 

not limited to: 100 

1. Direct client services, such as pregnancy testing, 101 

counseling, referral, training, and education for pregnant women 102 

and their families. A woman and her family shall continue to be 103 

eligible to receive direct client services for up to 12 months 104 

after the birth of the child. 105 

2. Nonmedical material assistance that improves the 106 

pregnancy or parenting situation of families, including, but not 107 

limited to, clothing, car seats, cribs, formula, and diapers. 108 

3. Counseling or mentoring, education materials, and 109 

classes regarding pregnancy, parenting, adoption, life skills, 110 

and employment readiness. 111 

4. Network Program awareness activities, including a 112 

promotional campaign to educate the public about the pregnancy 113 

support services offered by the network and a website that 114 

provides information on the location of providers in the user’s 115 

area and other available community resources. 116 



Florida Senate - 2023 SB 300 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

29-01825E-23 2023300__ 

 Page 5 of 11  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

5.3. Communication activities, including the operation and 117 

maintenance of a hotline or call center with a single statewide 118 

toll-free number that is available 24 hours a day for an 119 

eligible client to obtain the location and contact information 120 

for a pregnancy center located in the client’s area. 121 

(e) “Wellness services” means services or activities 122 

intended to maintain and improve health or prevent illness and 123 

injury, including, but not limited to, high blood pressure 124 

screening, anemia testing, thyroid screening, cholesterol 125 

screening, diabetes screening, and assistance with smoking 126 

cessation. 127 

(2) DEPARTMENT DUTIES.—The department shall contract with 128 

the network for the management and delivery of pregnancy and 129 

parenting support services and wellness services to eligible 130 

clients. 131 

(3) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—The department contract shall 132 

specify the contract deliverables, including financial reports 133 

and other reports due to the department, timeframes for 134 

achieving contractual obligations, and any other requirements 135 

the department determines are necessary, such as staffing and 136 

location requirements. The contract shall require the network 137 

to: 138 

(a) Establish, implement, and monitor a comprehensive 139 

system of care through subcontractors to meet the pregnancy and 140 

parenting support and wellness needs of eligible clients. 141 

(b) Establish and manage subcontracts with a sufficient 142 

number of providers to ensure the availability of pregnancy and 143 

parenting support services and wellness services for eligible 144 

clients, and maintain and manage the delivery of such services 145 
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throughout the contract period. 146 

(c) Spend at least 85 90 percent of the contract funds on 147 

pregnancy and parenting support services, excluding services 148 

specified in subparagraph (1)(d)4., and wellness services. 149 

(d) Offer wellness services through vouchers or other 150 

appropriate arrangements that allow the purchase of services 151 

from qualified health care providers. 152 

(e) Require a background screening under s. 943.0542 for 153 

all paid staff and volunteers of a subcontractor if such staff 154 

or volunteers provide direct client services to an eligible 155 

client who is a minor or an elderly person or who has a 156 

disability. 157 

(f) Annually monitor its subcontractors and specify the 158 

sanctions that shall be imposed for noncompliance with the terms 159 

of a subcontract. 160 

(g) Subcontract only with providers that exclusively 161 

promote and support childbirth. 162 

(h) Ensure that informational materials provided to an 163 

eligible client by a provider are current and accurate and cite 164 

the reference source of any medical statement included in such 165 

materials. 166 

(i) Ensure that the department is provided with all 167 

information necessary for the report required under subsection 168 

(5). 169 

(4) SERVICES.—Services provided pursuant to this section 170 

must be provided in a noncoercive manner and may not include any 171 

religious content. 172 

(5) REPORT.—By July 1, 2024, and each year thereafter, the 173 

department shall report to the Governor, the President of the 174 
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Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the 175 

amount and types of services provided by the network; the 176 

expenditures for such services; and the number of, and 177 

demographic information for, women, parents, and families served 178 

by the network. 179 

Section 3. Subsections (1), (2), (10), and (13) of section 180 

390.0111, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 181 

390.0111 Termination of pregnancies.— 182 

(1) TERMINATION AFTER GESTATIONAL AGE OF 6 15 WEEKS; WHEN 183 

ALLOWED.—A physician may not knowingly perform or induce a 184 

termination of pregnancy if the physician determines the 185 

gestational age of the fetus is more than 6 15 weeks unless one 186 

of the following conditions is met: 187 

(a) Two physicians certify in writing that, in reasonable 188 

medical judgment, the termination of the pregnancy is necessary 189 

to save the pregnant woman’s life or avert a serious risk of 190 

substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major 191 

bodily function of the pregnant woman other than a psychological 192 

condition. 193 

(b) The physician certifies in writing that, in reasonable 194 

medical judgment, there is a medical necessity for legitimate 195 

emergency medical procedures for termination of the pregnancy to 196 

save the pregnant woman’s life or avert a serious risk of 197 

imminent substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a 198 

major bodily function of the pregnant woman other than a 199 

psychological condition, and another physician is not available 200 

for consultation. 201 

(c) The pregnancy has not progressed to the third trimester 202 

fetus has not achieved viability under s. 390.01112 and two 203 
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physicians certify in writing that, in reasonable medical 204 

judgment, the fetus has a fatal fetal abnormality. 205 

(d) The pregnancy is the result of rape or incest and the 206 

gestational age of the fetus is not more than 15 weeks as 207 

determined by the physician. At the time the woman schedules or 208 

arrives for her appointment to obtain the abortion, she must 209 

provide a copy of a restraining order, police report, medical 210 

record, or other court order or documentation providing evidence 211 

that she is obtaining the termination of pregnancy because she 212 

is a victim of rape or incest. If the woman is a minor, the 213 

physician must report the incident of rape or incest to the 214 

central abuse hotline as required by s. 39.201. 215 

(2) IN-PERSON PERFORMANCE BY PHYSICIAN REQUIRED.—Only a 216 

physician may perform or induce a No termination of pregnancy 217 

shall be performed at any time except by a physician as defined 218 

in s. 390.011. A physician may not use telehealth as defined in 219 

s. 456.47 to perform an abortion, including, but not limited to, 220 

medical abortions. Any medications intended for use in a medical 221 

abortion must be dispensed in person by a physician and may not 222 

be dispensed through the United States Postal Service or by any 223 

other courier or shipping service. 224 

(10) PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.—Except as provided in 225 

subsections (3), (7), and (12): 226 

(a) Any person who willfully performs, or actively 227 

participates in, a termination of pregnancy in violation of the 228 

requirements of this section or s. 390.01112 commits a felony of 229 

the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 230 

775.083, or s. 775.084. 231 

(b) Any person who performs, or actively participates in, a 232 
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termination of pregnancy in violation of this section or s. 233 

390.01112 which results in the death of the woman commits a 234 

felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 235 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 236 

(13) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—Failure to comply with the 237 

requirements of this section or s. 390.01112 constitutes grounds 238 

for disciplinary action under each respective practice act and 239 

under s. 456.072. 240 

Section 4. Section 390.01112, Florida Statutes, is 241 

repealed. 242 

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 390.012, Florida 243 

Statutes, is amended to read: 244 

390.012 Powers of agency; rules; disposal of fetal 245 

remains.— 246 

(1) The agency may develop and enforce rules pursuant to 247 

ss. 390.011-390.018 and part II of chapter 408 for the health, 248 

care, and treatment of persons in abortion clinics and for the 249 

safe operation of such clinics. 250 

(a) The rules must shall be reasonably related to the 251 

preservation of maternal health of the clients and must. 252 

(b) The rules shall be in accordance with s. 797.03 and may 253 

not impose an unconstitutional burden on a woman’s freedom to 254 

decide whether to terminate her pregnancy. 255 

(c) The rules shall provide for: 256 

(a)1. The performance of pregnancy termination procedures 257 

only by a licensed physician. 258 

(b)2. The making, protection, and preservation of patient 259 

records, which must shall be treated as medical records under 260 

chapter 458. When performing a license inspection of a clinic, 261 
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the agency shall inspect at least 50 percent of patient records 262 

generated since the clinic’s last license inspection. 263 

(c)3. Annual inspections by the agency of all clinics 264 

licensed under this chapter to ensure that such clinics are in 265 

compliance with this chapter and agency rules. 266 

(d)4. The prompt investigation of credible allegations of 267 

abortions being performed at a clinic that is not licensed to 268 

perform such procedures. 269 

Section 6. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (2) of 270 

section 456.47, Florida Statutes, to read: 271 

456.47 Use of telehealth to provide services.— 272 

(2) PRACTICE STANDARDS.— 273 

(f) A telehealth provider may not use telehealth to perform 274 

an abortion, including, but not limited to, medical abortions as 275 

defined in s. 390.011. 276 

Section 7. (1) For the 2023-2024 fiscal year: 277 

(a) In addition to any funds appropriated in the General 278 

Appropriations Act, the sum of $5 million in recurring funds 279 

from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated to the Department 280 

of Health for the purpose of implementing s. 381.0051(3), (4), 281 

and (6), Florida Statutes. 282 

(b) The sum of $25 million in recurring funds from the 283 

General Revenue Fund is appropriated to the Department of Health 284 

for the purpose of implementing s. 381.96, Florida Statutes. 285 

(2) This section takes effect upon this act becoming a law. 286 

Section 8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this 287 

act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon 288 

this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect 30 days 289 

after any of the following occurs: a decision by the Florida 290 
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Supreme Court holding that the right to privacy enshrined in s. 291 

23, Article I of the State Constitution does not include a right 292 

to abortion; a decision by the Florida Supreme Court in Planned 293 

Parenthood v. State, SC2022-1050, that allows the prohibition on 294 

abortions after 15 weeks in s. 390.0111(1), Florida Statutes, to 295 

remain in effect, including a decision approving, in whole or in 296 

part, the First District Court of Appeal’s decision under review 297 

or a decision discharging jurisdiction; an amendment to the 298 

State Constitution clarifying that s. 23, Article I of the State 299 

Constitution does not include a right to abortion; or a decision 300 

from the Florida Supreme Court after March 7, 2023, receding, in 301 

whole or in part, from In re T.W., 551 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 1989), 302 

North Fla. Women’s Health v. State, 866 So. 2d 612 (Fla. 2003), 303 

or Gainesville Woman Care, LLC v. State, 210 So. 3d 1243 (Fla. 304 

2017). 305 
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sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_Ogt (0g/10/2021)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to
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Speaking: I ror I Against ! lnformatlon OR Waive Speaking: f; tn Support I Against
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f,r" appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

T I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_gOt (0g/10/2021)
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Speaking: E ror I ngainst ! lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ffirurro,, ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

fil" appearingwithout

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (08/10/2021)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
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f-ltrtLts" (L
City State zip

Speaking: ! ror ! ngainst I tnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! tnsuppor, F Against

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.
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Nl tam a registered lobbyist,
r representrng:

I am not a lobbyisf but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
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This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (08/10/2021)
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Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

SB 3CO
Bill Number orTopic
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Speaking: ! ror ! Against I lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: KtnSupport ! Against

K lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I t am a registered lobbyist,
representtng:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (08/10/2021)
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d lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (OA/10/202j)
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lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.
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sponsored by:

Speaking: ! for Against I lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: ! tnSupport ! Against

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (0g/10/2021)
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This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
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compensation or sponsorship. I am not a lobbyist, but received

something ofvalue for my appearance
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sponsored by:
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Speaking: I ror ! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: S tn Support ! Rgainst
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I lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_0Ol (Og/10/2O21)
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lyf lam appearing without
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lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyisf but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (O8/tO/2021)
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compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-O0l (08/10/20211
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[[ t am appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_Ogt (Ogl1O/2021)
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!J lam appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OOI (Og/1O/2021)
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F
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compensation or sponsorship.
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representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (0g/10/2021)
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or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (08/10/2021)
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compensation or sponsorship.

T lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OOI (Og/10/2O2j\
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- compensation orsponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

I t am a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S-gOt (Og/10/2O21)
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Speaking: ! ror ! ngainst ! tnformation OR waive Speaking: ffi rrooon ! ngainst

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

f tam a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

T I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S{01 (0g/10/2021)
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representtng:
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sponsored by:
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Speaking: ! ror ! ngainst ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: @ tn Suppo,t ! Against

Stote

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

d lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (0g/10/2021)
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Email

sE 3at
,.^ /,2

Meeting Date

Committee
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Bill Number orTopic
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Address
Street
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Speaking: I ror fragainst ! tnformation OR Waive Speaking: f tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

ffi ^ nota lobbyist,but received

- something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (OBl1Ol2O2.t)
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The Florida Senate
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Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name
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Speaking: ! ror ! ngainst ! lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: Slnsupport ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (OB11O/2O21)
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Name
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Speaking: ! ror ! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ffi tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

m lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (08/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
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Bill Number orTopic
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Committee
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Against ! lnformation OR WaiveSpeakins'-(tnSupport ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

d lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_Ogi (Og/:,O/2021)
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The Florida Senate
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

8;o 5+58t11

(41|fl 50 tul (

Tc|ltctthcitQt- r- L 7'>1A'7
City
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PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

d lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-0Ol (0g/10/2021)
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Speaking: I ror ! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ffi'tn Suppor.t ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

v lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (OB/1O/2021)
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fl Against I lnformation OR WaiveSpeaking: ! tnSupport I ngainstSpeaking: N,
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

T I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_OOI (Ogl1O/2021)
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Speaking: ! ror I Against ! tnformation OR Waive Speaking: p tn Support ! ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

x lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging. etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OOI egn1/2021)
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

T.La "Fl-( -

Committee

\lA/J S*,^ui,./4.^-) 3 2\-2c-z-arz?Name
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Street
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Speaking: I For ! Against I tnformation OR waivespeaking'$nsupport ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

T lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (08/10/2021)
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Speaking: ! ror ! Rgainst ! lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: /tnsupport I ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S{Ol (08/10/2021\
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Speaking: I ror ! Against f lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support Against
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compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist
/^,

l0t

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

representing:
/0 tit t

L.2.4.,L rt"'F i o^/"^
Ftal

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (Og/10/202l',
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to
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Email
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Tnttn\na ssce it 72309i
State Zip

Speaking: ! ror {aguinrt ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

| ,( t an appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. SO01 (0g/10/2021)
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Bill Number orTopic
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

1t

kBlr
Hc^*[rot po+.,]tor. tcl-

Meeting Date

Committee

Name

Street

City State

Speaking: V/ro,

zip

f Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

l14 am appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

f t am a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

T I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_OO1 (Oy/1O/2O21)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Meeting Date

Committee
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Street

City
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Speaking: ! ror fi ngainst I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (OB/ jO/2O21)
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Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email

Zip

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Name
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! tn Support f ngainst
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dtv State

Speaking: K", ! nsainst 

@,no,^rton 
OR waivespeakins:

F
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

! t am a registered lobbyist,
representrng:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_O0l pen1/2021)
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Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Name R fCil.a.
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Cifl State Zip

speaking: ! ror /ngainst ! lnformation OR waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

I r{tam appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S-OO1 (Og/10/202j)
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The Florida Senate
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Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Bill Number orTopic
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! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn support ! Against
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Committee
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City State

Speaking: ! for
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PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

M lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S-OO1 (08/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate
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Deliver both copies ofthis form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Address
()Street

City
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Stote Zip

Speaking For ! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Rgainst

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OOI (08/10/2021)
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PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealS lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:
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APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)Committee
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Address
Strcet

City 5tate Zip

Speaking: ! ror ! ngainst ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: I

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OOI (08/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate
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Bill Number orTopic
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Committee
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Speaking: I ror [ffigainst ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

ffi am appearing without
" compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_O0t (08/10/2021)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies ofthis form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Meeting

Committee?
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Address
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Email
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,or.r{n.'nu ! lnformation OR waive speakins: I tn support ! Against

t

Street
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Speaking

r
fi lam aooearino without
fto,.npensat,on- or rponrorrn, p.

I

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OOI (08/10/2021)
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Deliver both copies of this form to
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Address
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fuu t/-
Street

City Stote

Speaking: ! ror
Non,,nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

Kr^ appearing without
fl co.pens"tion or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (Og/jO/2021J
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Emair "t-i

iL K
Strcet (o\
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Speaking: Mo, I Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

tr lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

ETt u not a lobbyist, but received* 
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (Og/1O/2021)
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Committee
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! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainstSpeaking: ! for
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PLEASE CHECKONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

(
lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals. lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (OB/ 1.0/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Bill Number orTopic

Name

Committee
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State zip

Speaking Jro, ! ngainst ! tnformation OR waivespeaking: I tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

M lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

T I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel. mealg lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5-001 (0g/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate
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Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Meetino Date

Commiftee

Name ()

Address
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City
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State Zip

Speaking: I Against I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! RgatnstFor

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_OO1 (08/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
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State
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Meeting Date

Committee

Name

Address ( haO(t
Street
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City Zip

Speaking: I for f, esainsr ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! ln support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

4 lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

T lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (0g/10/2021)
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Email
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Street
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Speaking: For p= ngainst [i tnformation OR waivespeaking: ffi tn support ffi Rgainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLIOWNG:

appearlng wtthout IE lama rcglsteed lobbybt
reprcsentlng F I am nota loblfst, but recefued

somethlng of value br rry appeannce
(tnvel meals, lodglng, Etc),
sporsored [6

compensatlon or sponrcnhlp.

WhileitisotroditiontoencMmgepublkt5timony,tirrc mdynotpermitollpesuswishingtoswktobehardatthishuringThuewhodospuknay&osledtolimittheil remotkso
thotosmany6nonsasposiblecanbeheatd lfpuhavequationsobouttry,iy.edngtobbQplrceseFlastotSll.U5ondJointRulel.212G212ZointRulesNf fisenate.govl
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

s6 300

Committee

ni,h( d'fl\sName

Address
Street

City State Zip

Speaking: I for {esainst ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

Ity' I am not a lobbyist but received

- something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
soonsored bv:

tJ N t,, i"' iiiV o rnn V ffiyfu

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (0g/10/2021)
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Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email

Meeting Date Bill Number orTopic
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Amendment Barcode(if aoolicable)

tlt.(i7&. 08+aName

Address n tlltbr lrnana-ln
a

City Zip

! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

State

Speaking: #*
PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

#" Hot a lobbyist but received

- something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_0Ol (Og/:'O/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone
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Email €bere4w D0 ovt\

a3 sg voo
Bill Number orTopic

Comrhittee

Name

Address t\
Street

City Stote zip

Speaking: ! for
Fnguintt I 

lnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

T I am a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (0g/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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./
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Cb4'ra

= 3/4
City Zip

Speaking: &u fl ngainst ! lnformation OR waive speaking: ! ln support I ngainst

State

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist
representing:

I am not a lobbyis! but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S{01 (O8/lOl2O21}
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Zip

Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Name

Address

Committee

I

\issa Mood
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(oso1 zq;- 5gz1Phone

Email e ssd €au ua ("t.

Pr cfv n 3ziw
Street

City Stote

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

Speaking: ! Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn support I ngainst

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_gOt (0g/:6/2021)
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APPEARANCE RECORD
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Phone
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Bill Number orTopic

Committee
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

{q{-33 7bName

Address

'7a6r'QsS., h- 3?3d1
City Zip

Speaking: f] ror inst I lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support f] ngainst

State

e--

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

appearing without I am a registered lobbyist.
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:

compensation or sponsorship.

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S_Ogi (Ogl1O/2021)



rt The Florida Senate

? 0
APPEARANCE RECORD
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Committee
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d Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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J

Name

Address ,^r;r&&A f"^'
Stteet \* v

State Zip

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

I am not a lobbyist but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc),
sponsored by:

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

Speaking: ! ror Against ! lnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! Against

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S-OO1 (081'0/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone

Email
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Address
Street

City

lL rf
Stdte Zip

Speaking: ! for p Aoainst ! lnformation OR waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OFTHE FOLLOWING:

! tam appearing without

- compensation or sponsorship.
E lam a registered lobbyist,

representing:
tr I am not a lobbyist but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

\t,.,1;2 Fto^iq

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S_OO1 (Ogl1O/2O21)
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Meeting Date
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Committee

Bill Number orTopic

Name

Address

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Ciry Stote Zip

Speaking: ! ror I nOainst I tnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support f Against

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship. fl lam a registered lobbyist,

representing:
T I am not a lobbyist but received

something of value for my appearance
(travel. meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:Actq Fut(.ron

Thisform is partof the public record forthis meeting. S_OO1 (08/10/2021)
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Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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li\ * Email
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Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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ltv" - 

lstole trp

Speaking: ! ror Against ! tnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

,d lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record forthis meeting. S-OOI (0g/10/2021\
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The Florida Senate
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Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Email
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Address
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City

th1 qb I -rrr ,t'

State Zp

I tnformation OR waive Speaking: ! tn support ! Against
/onu,nu

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:t lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

T lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, mealg lodging, etc.),
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-00.t (OB/'1O/ZO211
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting
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Bill Number orTopic
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Street J-
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atv 6 Stdte Zip

Speaking: t o, ! ngainst ! tnformation OR Waive Speaking: ! tn Support ! ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

lam a registered lobbyist,
representing:

T I am not a lobbyist, but received
something ofvalue for my appearance
(travel, meals, lodging, etc.).
sponsored by:

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-OO1 (O8l jO/2O21)
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Committee

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Bill Number orTopic
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Name

Address tltiO ?.oaen) S+, PMb :-:57
Strcet L)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone
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J

(

Va,jajr"r,_ trJ:E_ 53?ls
City State Zip

Speaking: ! ror ffigainst ! tnformation OR waiveSpeaking: ! tnSupport f ngainst

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

T lam appearing without
compensation or sponsorship.

{, ^ ^registered 
lobbyist,

- representing:

3\c,\a f on+ir*io,,r 6xd^A

I am not a lobbyist, but received
something of value for my appearance
(travel, mealt lodging, etc.),

sponsored by:T(-
rr\c:\ron

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. 5_001 (0g/10/2021)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Deliver both copies of this form to

Senate professional staff conducting the meeting

Phone
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Bill Number orTopic

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
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Meeting Date

Committee

Name

Address
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(

Email
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Street

City Zip
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2. Atchley  Harkness  ACJ  Fav/CS 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/CS/SB 306 creates the Catalytic Converter Antitheft Act, which addresses tampering with 

and theft of a catalytic converter, a device the bill defines as an emission control device that is 

designed to be installed and operate in a motor vehicle to convert toxic gases and pollutants in 

the motor vehicle’s exhaust system into less toxic substances via chemical reaction. There have 

been numerous incidents throughout the United States of catalytic converters being detached 

from motor vehicles and stolen due to precious metals contained in the devices. 

 

The bill requires recordkeeping and records inspection and disclosure regarding certain 

transactions involving a catalytic converter, and punishes certain unlawful transactions involving 

a catalytic converter. Specifically, the bill: 

 Defines key terms; 

 Limits purchase of a detached catalytic converter to a registered secondary metals recycler 

and requires that this recycler comply with statutory recordkeeping and other requirements; 

 Provides that it is a third degree felony to knowingly possess, purchase, sell, or install a 

stolen catalytic converter, a catalytic converter removed from a stolen vehicle, a new or 

detached catalytic converter from which specified information has been removed, or a 

detached catalytic convertor without proof of ownership (with exceptions). 

 Provides that it is a second degree felony to knowingly import, manufacture, purchase for the 

purpose of reselling, etc., a counterfeit, fake, or nonfunctional catalytic converter; 

REVISED:         
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 Provides that proof that a person was in possession of two or more detached catalytic 

converters, unless satisfactorily explained, gives rise to an inference that the person in 

possession of the catalytic converters knew or should have known that the catalytic 

converters may have been stolen or fraudulently obtained; and 

 Prohibits a secondary metals recycler from processing or removing from the recycler’s place 

of business a catalytic converter the recycler has purchased for a period of 10 business days 

after the date of purchase. This prohibition does not apply to a purchase from another 

secondary metals recycler, a salvage motor vehicle dealer, or a person or entity except under 

s. 538.22, F.S. 

 

The Legislature’s Office of Economic and Demographic Research preliminarily estimated that 

the original bill would have a “positive indeterminate” prison bed impact (an unquantifiable 

increase in prison beds). See Section V. Fiscal Impact Statement. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Theft of Catalytic Converter 

The U.S. Justice Department has described a catalytic converter as “a component of an 

automotive vehicle’s exhaust device that reduce the toxic gas and pollutants from a vehicle’s 

internal combustion engine into safe emissions.”1 The reason why catalytic converters are 

tampered with (detached) and stolen is the high volume of precious metals in the center or “core” 

of the converter, “especially the precious metals palladium, platinum, and rhodium.”2 

 

Some of these precious metals are more valuable per ounce than gold and 

their value has been increasing in recent years. The black-market price for 

catalytic converters can be above $1,000 each, depending on the type of 

vehicle and what state it is from. They can be stolen in less than a minute. 

Additionally, catalytic converters often lack unique serial numbers, VIN 

information, or other distinctive identification features, making them 

difficult to trace to their lawful owner. Thus, the theft of catalytic 

converters has become increasingly popular because of their value, 

relative ease to steal, and their lack of identifying markings.3 

 

                                                 
1 Press Release: Justice Department Announces Takedown of Nationwide Catalytic Converter Theft Ring (Nov. 2, 2022), 

available at https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-takedown-nationwide-catalytic-converter-theft-

ring (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). “A catalyst is a device installed in the exhaust system of a vehicle. It treats and eliminates 

harmful pollution produced in the vehicle’s engine, and is a type of device commonly referred to as an ‘after-treatment 

system.’ Automakers install catalysts in their new vehicles to meet tailpipe emissions standards (commonly referred to as 

‘OEM catalysts’, which stands for original equipment manufacturer).” Notice of Availability of EPA Tampering Policy and 

Request for Information Regarding 1986 Catalyst Policy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Dec. 14, 2020), 85 FR 

80782, available at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/14/2020-27433/notice-of-availability-of-epa-

tampering-policy-and-request-for-information-regarding-1986-catalyst (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). 
2 Id. 
3 Id. 
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There do not appear to be any official national or statewide data on the number of catalytic 

converter thefts. However, the National Insurance Crime Bureau, a not-for-profit organization 

that assists insurers, law enforcement, and representatives of the public in preventing and 

combatting insurance fraud and crime, reports: “In 2018, there were 1,298 catalytic converter 

thefts for which a claim was filed. In 2019, it was 3,389 thefts with a claim. In 2020, catalytic 

converter theft claims jumped massively to 14,433, a 325% increase in a single year.”4 

 

The Congressional Research Service reports that “the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration ... issued a Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Standard, which requires manufacturers 

to apply or stamp a car’s unique Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) on the engine, 

transmission, and a dozen other major vehicle parts so law enforcement agencies can better 

identify vehicles from which the parts were stolen. However, the standard does not require 

automakers to stamp identification numbers on catalytic converters.”5 

 

Federal Law on Tampering with Catalytic Converters 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), tampering with a catalytic 

converter “is illegal under federal law[.]” The EPA cites to a 1990 amendment to Part A of Title 

II of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. s. 7521-7554) which was codified at 42 U.S.C. s. 7522(a)(3)), 

and which broadened earlier federal tampering provisions to apply them to “everyone, including 

car owners.”6 

 

The Congressional Research Service cites the following federal criminal statutes that authorize 

federal law enforcement agencies to investigate vehicle or vehicle part theft but notes this theft 

does not appear to be a priority for these agencies: 

 18 U.S.C. s. 2312, which punishes transportation of a stolen motor vehicle in interstate 

commerce; 

 18 U.S.C. s. 2313, which punishes receiving, possessing, concealing, storing, bartering, 

selling, or disposing of a stolen car that has crossed state lines; 

 18 U.S.C. s. 2321, which punishes buying, receiving, possessing, or obtaining control of a car 

part, with the intent to sell or otherwise dispose of it, if the person knows that the 

identification number was removed, obliterated, tampered with, or altered; and 

 18 U.S.C. s. 2322, which punishes operating, owning, maintaining, or controlling a chop 

shop or conducting operations in a chop shop.7 

                                                 
4 Catalytic Converter Thefts Skyrocket Across the Nation, National Insurance Crime Bureau, available at 

https://www.nicb.org/news/blog/catalytic-converter-thefts-skyrocket-across-nation (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). The 

organization is not representing that it is reporting all catalytic converter theft for the relevant time period noted. 
5 Addressing Catalytic Converter Theft, IF118700 (July 6, 2021), Congressional Research Service, available at 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11870/2 (last visited on Feb 3, 2023). 
6 Frequent Questions related to Transportation, Air Pollution, and Climate Change, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

available at https://www.epa.gov/transportation-air-pollution-and-climate-change/frequent-questions-related-transportation-

air (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). The EPA further notes: “The resale of a vehicle which has already had the catalytic 

converter removed is not specifically addressed by federal law. Therefore, the person who removed the converter violated 

federal law, but not necessarily the person who sold the vehicle. However, the sale of vehicles that have had the emission 

control system removed, disabled, or tampered with may be further governed by state or local laws.” Id. 
7 Addressing Catalytic Converter Theft, IF118700 (July 6, 2021), Congressional Research Service, available at 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11870/2 (last visited on Feb 3, 2023). 
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National Motor Vehicle Title Information System and Catalytic Converter Theft 

The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) was established by federal law 

“to protect consumers from fraud and unsafe vehicles and to keep stolen vehicles from being 

resold.”8 The U.S. Department of Justice says the NMVTIS is “a tool that assists local, state, and 

federal law enforcement in investigating, deterring, and preventing vehicle-related crimes.”9 The 

NMVTIS is “[a]dministered by the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators” and 

“requires regular reporting by scrap recyclers and salvage yards”10 

 

Florida Law 

Section 812.014(1), F.S., provides that a person commits theft if he or she knowingly obtains or 

uses, or endeavors to obtain or use, the property of another with intent to, either temporarily or 

permanently: 

 Deprive the other person of a right to the property or a benefit from the property; or 

 Appropriate the property to his or her own use or to the use of any person not entitled to the 

use of the property. 

 

The statute, in part, provides for escalating punishment for grand theft based on the property 

value range applicable to the value of the property stolen in the theft. 

 

Grand theft is theft of property valued at $750 or more. If the property stolen is valued at: 

 $750 or more, but less than $5,000, it is grand theft of the third degree and a Level 211 third 

degree felony;12 

 $5,000 or more, but less than $10,000, it is grand theft of the third degree and a Level 3 third 

degree felony;13 

 $10,000 or more, but less than $20,000, it is grand theft of the third degree and a Level 4 

third degree felony;14 

                                                 
8 Law Enforcement, National Motor Vehicle Title Information System, U.S. Department of Justice, available at 

https://vehiclehistory.bja.ojp.gov/nmvtis_law_enforcement (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). The Congressional Research 

Service says the federal law has facilitated “identifying stolen vehicle parts.” Addressing Catalytic Converter Theft, 

IF118700 (July 6, 2021), Congressional Research Service, available at 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11870/2 (last visited on Feb 3, 2023). 
9 Id. 
10 Consumers Don’t Be Fooled. Protect Yourself, National Motor Vehicle Title Information System, U.S. Department of 

Justice, available at https://vehiclehistory.bja.ojp.gov/ (last visited on Feb. 3, 2023). 
11 The Criminal Punishment Code (Code) (ss. 921.002-921.0027, F.S.) is Florida’s primary sentencing policy. Noncapital 

felonies sentenced under the Code receive an offense severity level ranking (Levels 1-10). Section 921.0022(2), F.S. Points 

are assigned and accrue based upon the offense severity level ranking assigned to the primary offense, additional offenses, 

and prior offenses. Section 921.0024, F.S. Sentence points escalate as the severity level escalates. These points are relevant to 

determining whether the offender scores a prison sentence as the minimum sentence, and if so scored, the length of that 

sentence. Id. The offense severity ranking is either assigned by specifically ranking the offense in the Code offense severity 

level chart (s. 921.0022(3), F.S) or ranking the offense by “default” based on its felony degree (s. 921.0023, F.S.). 
12 Sections 812.014(2)(c)1. and 921.0022(3)(b), F.S. A third degree felony is generally punishable by not more than five 

years in state prison and a fine not exceeding $5,000. Sections 775.082 and 775.083, F.S. But see ss. 775.082(10) and 

921.00241, F.S. (prison diversion). 
13 Sections 812.014(2)(c)2. and 921.0022(3)(c), F.S. 
14 Sections 812.014(2)(c)3. and 921.0022(3)(d), F.S. 
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 $20,000 or more, but less than $100,000, it is grand theft of the second degree and a Level 6 

second degree felony;15 and 

 $100,000 or more, it is grand theft of the first degree and a Level 7 first degree felony.16 

 

It is also grand theft of the third degree, a third degree felony, to commit theft of any item 

specified in s. 812.014(1)(c)1.-13., F.S. (e.g., theft of a will, firearm, fire extinguisher, or stop 

sign).17 

 

A catalytic converter is not an item specified in s. 812.014(1)(c)1.-13., F.S., so theft of a catalytic 

converter would be punished as either petit theft or grand theft based on the value of the device. 

For example, if the value of the catalytic converter stolen is $1,000, the theft of this device is a 

grand theft of the third degree, which is a Level 2 third degree felony. The offender who 

commits this offense is unlikely to receive a prison sentence absent the commission of an 

additional offense, prior criminal history, or other factors that score enough sentence points to 

make the offender eligible for a prison sentence.18 

 

Tampering with a Catalytic Converter and Related Offenses 

Section 316.2935, F.S., addresses a motor vehicle’s air pollution control device or system and 

tampering with that device. This section defines “tampering” as the dismantling, removal, or 

rendering ineffective of any air pollution control device or system which has been installed on a 

motor vehicle by the vehicle manufacturer except to replace such device or system with a device 

or system equivalent in design and function to the part that was originally installed on the motor 

vehicle.19 

 

At the time of sale, lease, or transfer of title of a motor vehicle, the seller, lessor, or transferor 

must certify in writing to the purchaser, lessee, or transferee that the air pollution control 

equipment of the motor vehicle has not been tampered with by the seller, lessor, or transferor or 

their agents, employees, or other representatives.20 A licensed motor vehicle dealer must also 

visually observe those air pollution control devices listed by rule of the Florida Department of 

                                                 
15 Sections 812.014(2)(b)1. and 921.0022(3)(f), F.S. A second degree felony is punishable by not more than 15 years in state 

prison and a fine not exceeding $10,000. Sections 775.082 and 775.083, F.S. 
16 Sections 812.014(2)(a)1. and 921.0022(3)(g), F.S. A first degree felony is generally punishable by not more than 30 years 

in state prison and a fine not exceeding $10,000. 
17 Section s. 812.014(1)(c)4., 5., 8., and 11., F.S. 
18 A Level 2 offense alone would not score more than 22 sentence points. See s. 921.0024(1)(a), F.S. Section 775.082(10), 

F.S., provides that a defendant must be sentenced to a nonstate prison sanction, which could include jail, if the defendant’s 

offense was committed on or after July 1, 2009, is a third degree felony but not a forcible felony as defined in s. 776.08, F.S., 

and excluding any third degree felony violation under chapter 810, F.S., and if the total sentence points pursuant to 

s. 921.0024, F.S., are 22 points or fewer. Theft is not a forcible felony. Although subsection (10) provides that “the court” 

may impose a prison sentence if it makes written findings that a nonstate prison sanction could present a danger to the public, 

the Florida Supreme Court has held that this finding must be made by a jury. See Brown v. State, 260 So. 3d 147, 150–51 

(Fla. 2018). 
19 Section 316.2935(1)(a), F.S. 
20 Section 316.2935(1)(b), F.S. 
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Environmental Protection (DEP),21 and certify that they are in place, and appear properly 

connected and undamaged.22 

 

It is a second degree misdemeanor23 (first violation) or first degree misdemeanor24 (second or 

subsequent violation) for any person or motor vehicle dealer to knowingly and willfully offer or 

display for retail sale or lease, sell, lease, or transfer title to, a motor vehicle in Florida that has 

been subject to tampering.25 

 

It is a noncriminal traffic infraction for a person to operate any gasoline-powered motor vehicle, 

except a motorcycle, moped, scooter, or an imported nonconforming motor vehicle which has 

received a one-time exemption from federal emission control requirements under 40 C.F.R. 85, 

subpart P,26 on the public roads and streets of this state which emits visible emissions from the 

exhaust pipe for more than a continuous period of 5 seconds. Further, a person may not operate 

on the public roads or streets of this state any motor vehicle that has been subject to tampering.27 

 

Salvage Motor Vehicle Dealer Requirements Relating to Major Component Parts 

Section 319.30(j), F.S., defines a “major component part.” Relevant to motor vehicles and trucks, 

this definition includes a catalytic converter.28 Section 319.30, F.S., in part, requires a salvage 

motor vehicle dealer to record the date of purchase of a major component part and the name, 

address, and personal identification card number of the person selling such part, as well as the 

vehicle identification number, if available. The dealer must also obtain such documentation as 

may be required by s. 319.30(2), F.S., which, in part, requires the dealer to notify the National 

Motor Vehicle Title Information System and provide certain information when a motor vehicle is 

sold, transported, delivered to, or received by a salvage motor vehicle dealer or a derelict motor 

vehicle is sold, transported, or delivered to a licensed salvage motor vehicle dealer.29 

 

Recordkeeping Requirements for Secondary Metals Recyclers 

Section 538.19, F.S., requires a secondary metals recycler to maintain a legible paper record and 

to maintain and transmit an electronic record30 of all purchase transactions to which such 

secondary metals recycler is a party. This section specifies when the electronic record must be 

                                                 
21 Rule 62-243.500, F.A.C. (“Certification”). 
22 Section 316.2935(1)(b), F.S. 
23 A second degree misdemeanor is punishable by a term of not more than 60 days in county jail and a fine not exceeding 

$500. Sections 775.082 and 775.083, F.S. 
24 A first degree misdemeanor is punishable by a term of not more than one year in county jail and a fine not exceeding 

$1,000. Sections 775.082 and 775.083, F.S. 
25 Section 316.2935(1)(a) and (5)(a) and (b), F.S. Motor vehicles sold, reassigned, or traded to a licensed motor vehicle dealer 

are exempt from this paragraph. Section 316.2935(1)(a), F.S. 
26 This federal regulation involves imported motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines. 
27 Section 316.2935(2), F.S. Additionally, it is a noncriminal traffic infraction for a person to operate on the public roads or 

streets of this state any diesel-powered motor vehicle which emits visible emissions from the exhaust pipe for more than a 

continuous period of 5 seconds, except during engine acceleration, engine lugging, or engine deceleration. Section 

316.2935(3), F.S. 
28 Section 319.30(j)1. and 2., F.S. 
29 Section 319.30(6)(a), F.S. Any person who violates subsection (6) commits a third degree felony. Section 319.30(6)(b), 

F.S. 
30 Section 538.19(1), F.S. The electronic record format must be approved by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Id. 
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submitted to the appropriate law enforcement official. This electronic record does not contain the 

price paid for the items; the original transaction form must include the price paid for the items. 31 

 

The following information must be maintained on the form approved by the Florida Department 

of Law Enforcement for each purchase transaction: 

 The name and address of the secondary metals recycler. 

 The name, initials, or other identification of the individual entering the information on the 

ticket. 

 The date and time of the transaction. 

 The weight, quantity, or volume, and a description of the type of regulated metals property 

purchased in a purchase transaction. 

 The amount of consideration given in a purchase transaction for the regulated metals 

property. 

 A signed statement from the person delivering the regulated metals property stating that she 

or he is the rightful owner of, or is entitled to sell, the regulated metals property being sold. 

 The distinctive number from the personal identification card of the person delivering the 

regulated metals property to the secondary metals recycler. 

 A description of the person from whom the regulated metals property was acquired, 

including: 

o Full name, current residential address, workplace, and home and work phone numbers. 

o Height, weight, date of birth, race, gender, hair color, eye color, and any other identifying 

marks. 

o The right thumbprint, free of smudges and smears. 

o Vehicle description to include the make, model, and tag number of the vehicle and trailer 

of the person selling the regulated metals property. 

o Any other information required by the form approved by the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement. 

 A photograph, videotape, or digital image of the regulated metals being sold. 

 A photograph, videotape, or similar likeness of the person receiving consideration in which 

such person’s facial features are clearly visible.32 

 

A secondary metals recycler complies with the informational requirements of this section if it 

maintains an electronic database containing the information previously described as long as that 

information, along with an electronic oath of ownership with an electronic signature of the seller 

of the secondary metals being purchased by the secondary metals recyclers and an electronic 

image of the seller’s right thumbprint that has no smudges and smears, can be downloaded onto a 

paper form in the image of the form approved by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.33 

 

A secondary metals recycler must maintain or cause to be maintained the information required 

by this section for not less than 3 years from the date of the purchase transaction.34 

                                                 
31 Id. 
32 Section 538.19(2), F.S. 
33 Section 538.22, F.S., provides that part II of ch. 538, F.S., relating to secondary metals recyclers, does not apply to 

purchase of regulated metals property from certain persons like a law enforcement officer performing the officer’s official 

duties. Section 538.19(3), F.S.  
34 Section 538.19(4), F.S. 
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Unlawful Acts by a Secondary Metal Recycler That May Involve Catalytic Converter Theft 

Section 538.26, F.S., addresses unlawful acts by a secondary metal recycler. A secondary metal 

recycler is a person who: 

 Is engaged, from a fixed location, in the business of purchase transactions or gathering or 

obtaining ferrous or nonferrous metals that have served their original economic purpose or is 

in the business of performing the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or 

nonferrous metals are converted into raw material products consisting of prepared grades and 

having an existing or potential economic value; or 

 Has facilities for performing the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or 

nonferrous metals are converted into raw material products consisting of prepared grades and 

having an existing or potential economic value, other than by the exclusive use of hand tools, 

by methods including, without limitation, processing, sorting, cutting, classifying, cleaning, 

baling, wrapping, shredding, shearing, or changing the physical form or chemical content 

thereof. 

 

With some exclusions, “regulated metals property” is any item composed primarily of any 

nonferrous metals.35 “Restricted regulated metals property” are any regulated metals property 

listed in s. 538.26(5)(b), F.S., the sale of which is restricted as provided in s. 538.26(5)(a), F.S.36 

 

Among the regulated metals property listed in s. 538.26(5)(b), F.S., as restricted regulated metals 

property is a catalytic converter or any nonferrous part of a catalytic converter unless purchased 

as part of a motor vehicle.37 It is a first degree misdemeanor for a secondary metals recycler to 

purchase or allow the purchase of this device unless the recycler obtains reasonable proof that 

the seller: 

 Owns such property. Reasonable proof of ownership may include, but is not limited to, a 

receipt or bill of sale; or 

 Is an employee, agent, or contractor of the property’s owner who is authorized to sell the 

property on behalf of the owner. Reasonable proof of authorization to sell the property 

includes, but is not limited to, a signed letter on the owner’s letterhead, dated no later than 90 

days before the sale, authorizing the seller to sell the property.38 

 

It is a third degree felony or second degree felony (third or subsequent violation) for a secondary 

metals recycler to knowingly and intentionally: 

 Violate s. 538.20, F.S., relating to law enforcement inspection of regulated property and 

records, or s. 538.21, F.S., relating to law enforcement’s issuance of a hold notice to a 

secondary metals recycler on regulated metals property in the recycler’s possession that law 

enforcement reasonably believes is stolen; 

                                                 
35 Section 538.18(9), F.S. “Ferrous metals” are metals containing significant quantities of iron and steel. Section 538.18(3), 

F.S. 
36 Section 538.18(10), F.S. 
37 Section 538.26(5)(b)13., F.S. 
38 Sections 538.26(5) and 538.15, F.S. 
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 Purchase restricted regulated metals property from any seller who presents such property for 

sale at the registered location of the secondary metals recycler when such property was not 

transported in a motor vehicle; or 

 Accept cash in any amount for the purchase of restricted regulated metals property or in a 

manner other than specified in s. 538.235(3), F.S.39 

 

Any person who knowingly gives false verification of ownership or who gives a false or altered 

identification and who receives money or other consideration from a secondary metals recycler 

in return for regulated metals property commits: 

 A third degree felony if the value of the money or other consideration received is less than 

$300; or 

 A second degree felony if the value of the money or other consideration received is $300 or 

more.40 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill creates s. 860.142, F.S., the title of which is the “Catalytic Converter Antitheft Act.” The 

bill addresses tampering with and theft of a catalytic converter, a device the bill defines as an 

emission control device that is designed to be installed and operate in a motor vehicle to convert 

toxic gases and pollutants in the motor vehicle’s exhaust system into less toxic substances via 

chemical reaction. 

 

The bill provides that a person may not knowingly purchase a detached catalytic converter41 

unless he or she is a registered secondary metals recycler. 

 

The bill requires a registered secondary metals recycler who purchases a detached catalytic 

converter to comply with recordkeeping requirements in s. 538.19, F.S., and other requirements 

in s. 538.26, F.S.42 The recycler is subject to first degree misdemeanor, third degree felony, or 

second degree felony penalties for noncompliance, depending on the requirement or number of 

violations.43  

 

The bill provides that it is a third degree felony for a person to knowingly possess, purchase, sell, 

or install a: 

 Stolen catalytic converter; 

 Catalytic converter that has been removed from a stolen motor vehicle; 

 New or detached catalytic converter from which the manufacturer’s part identification 

number, aftermarket identification number, or owner-applied number has been removed, 

altered, or defaced; or 

                                                 
39 Section 538.23(1), F.S. 
40 Section 538.23(3), F.S. 
41 The bill defines “detached catalytic converter” as a catalytic converter that has been removed from a motor vehicle. 
42 See “Present Situation” section of this analysis for details on those requirements. 
43 See ss. 538.07, 538.23, and 538.26, F.S. 
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 Detached catalytic converter without proof of ownership, unless the person is a registered 

secondary metals recycler, a salvage motor vehicle dealer, or meets the criteria for exemption 

provided in s. 538.22, F.S.44 

 

The bill provides that proof that a person was in possession of two or more detached catalytic 

converters, unless satisfactorily explained, gives rise to an inference that the person in possession 

of the catalytic converters knew or should have known that the catalytic converters may have 

been stolen or fraudulently obtained.45 

 

The bill also creates s. 860.142, F.S., which provides that it is a second degree felony for a 

person to knowingly import, manufacture, purchase for the purpose of reselling or installing, sell, 

offer for sale, or install, or reinstall in a motor vehicle a counterfeit,46 fake,47 or nonfunctional 

catalytic converter.48 

 

The bill also amends s. 538.26, F.S., to prohibit a secondary metals recycler from processing or 

removing from the recycler’s place of business a detached catalytic converter the recycler has 

purchased for a period of 10 business days after the date of purchase. This prohibition does not 

apply to a purchase from another secondary metals recycler, a salvage motor vehicle dealer, or a 

person or entity exempt under s. 538.22, F.S. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

The bill does not appear to require cities and counties to expend funds or limit their 

authority to raise revenue or receive state-shared revenues as specified by Art. VII, s. 18, 

of the Florida Constitution. 

                                                 
44 Section 538.22, F.S., provides that part II of ch. 538, F.S., relating to secondary metals recyclers, does not apply to 

purchases of regulated metals property from a list of persons and entities including a law enforcement officer acting in an 

official capacity. 
45 In criminal law, a “permissive inference” is legally permissible if it “allows, but does not require, the trier of fact to infer 

the elemental fact from proof of a basic fact and does not place any burden on the defendant. In this situation, the basic fact 

may constitute prima facie evidence of the elemental fact.” State v. Rygwelski, 899 So.2d 498, 501 (Fla. 2d DCA 2005) 

(citations omitted). 
46 The bill defines “counterfeit catalytic converter” as a catalytic converter displaying a mark identical or similar to the 

genuine mark of a catalytic converter manufacturer or motor vehicle manufacturer without authorization from such 

manufacturer. 
47 The bill defines “fake catalytic converter” as an item, other than a catalytic converter designed in accordance with United 

States Environmental Protection Agency regulations for a given make, model, and year of motor vehicle as part of a motor 

vehicle emission control system, including a counterfeit or nonfunctional catalytic converter, which is used to replace a 

legitimate, functional catalytic converter. A “nonfunctional catalytic converter” is a replacement catalytic converter that: was 

previously recalled or damaged; or includes a part or object, including, but not limited to, a counterfeit or repaired catalytic 

converter, installed in a motor vehicle to mislead the owner or operator of such motor vehicle to believe that a functional 

catalytic converter has been installed. 
48 The bill defines “nonfunctional catalytic converter” as a replacement catalytic converter that: was previously recalled or 

damaged; or includes a part or object, including, but not limited to, a counterfeit or repaired catalytic converter, installed in a 

motor vehicle to mislead the owner or operator of such motor vehicle to believe that a functional catalytic converter has been 

installed. 
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None identified. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The Criminal Justice Impact Conference, which provides the final, official estimate of the 

prison bed impact, if any, of legislation, has not yet reviewed the bill. The Legislature’s 

Office of Economic and Demographic Research (EDR) preliminarily estimated that the 

original bill would have a “positive indeterminate” prison bed impact (an unquantifiable 

increase in prison beds).49 According to the EDR, there is no data on how many stolen 

catalytic converters have been sold in the manner described in the newly-created felonies 

created by the bill, “nor is there data available on the sales of counterfeit, detached, fake, 

or junk-filled catalytic converters.”50 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

                                                 
49 HB 185 – Catalytic Converters (Similar SB 306), Office of Economic and Demographic Research (on file with the Senate 

Committee on Criminal Justice). 
50 Id. 
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VII. Related Issues: 

According to the Insurance Information Institute, 26 states proposed bills in 2021 to help curb 

theft of catalytic converters.51 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 538.26 of the Florida Statutes. 

 

This bill creates sections 860.142 and 860.147 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS/CS by Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice on March 14, 

2023: 

The committee substitute: 

 Limits purchase of a detached catalytic converter to a registered secondary metals 

recycler and requires that this recycler comply with statutory recordkeeping and other 

requirements; 

 Provides that it is a third degree felony to knowingly possess, purchase, sell, or install 

a stolen catalytic converter, a catalytic converter removed from a stolen vehicle, a 

new or detached catalytic converter from which specified information has been 

removed, or a detached catalytic convertor without proof of ownership (with 

exceptions); 

 Provides that it is a second degree felony to knowingly import, manufacture, purchase 

for the purpose of reselling, etc., a counterfeit, fake, or nonfunctional catalytic 

converter; 

 Provides that proof that a person was in possession of two or more detached catalytic 

converters, unless satisfactorily explained, gives rise to an inference that the person in 

possession of the catalytic converters knew or should have known that the catalytic 

converters may have been stolen or fraudulently obtained; and 

 Prohibits a secondary metals recycler from processing or removing from the 

recycler’s place of business a catalytic converter the recycler has purchased for a 

period of 10 business days after the date of purchase. This prohibition does not apply 

to a purchase from another secondary metals recycler, a salvage motor vehicle dealer, 

or a person or entity exempt under s. 538.22, F.S. 

 

CS by Criminal Justice on February 14, 2023: 

The CS prohibits a secondary metals recycler from processing or removing from the 

recycler’s place of business a catalytic converter the recycler has purchased for a period 

                                                 
51 Jeff Dunsavage. Catalytic Converter Thefts Up, Spurring Lawmakers to Act (Jan. 9, 2023), Insurance Information Institute, 

available at https://www.iii.org/insuranceindustryblog/catalytic-converter-thefts-up-spurring-action-from-lawmakers/ (last 

visited on March 13, 2023). 
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of 10 business days after the date of purchase. This prohibition does not apply to a 

purchase from a salvage motor vehicle dealer. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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By the Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; 

the Committee on Criminal Justice; and Senators Boyd, Hooper, 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to catalytic converters; creating s. 2 

860.142, F.S.; providing a short title; providing 3 

definitions; prohibiting a person from knowingly 4 

purchasing a detached catalytic converter unless he or 5 

she is a registered secondary metals recycler; 6 

requiring a registered secondary metals recycler to 7 

comply with specified recordkeeping requirements; 8 

providing penalties; prohibiting a person from 9 

knowingly possessing, purchasing, selling, or 10 

installing a stolen, altered, or detached catalytic 11 

converter; providing criminal penalties; providing for 12 

an inference that a catalytic converter may have been 13 

stolen; creating s. 860.147, F.S.; providing 14 

definitions; prohibiting a person from knowingly 15 

importing, manufacturing, purchasing for a certain 16 

purpose, selling, offering for sale, or installing or 17 

reinstalling a counterfeit, fake, or nonfunctional 18 

catalytic converter; providing criminal penalties; 19 

amending s. 538.26, F.S.; prohibiting a secondary 20 

metals recycler from processing or removing a detached 21 

catalytic converter from the recycler’s place of 22 

business for a specified number of days; providing 23 

exceptions; providing an effective date. 24 

  25 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 26 

 27 

Section 1. Section 860.142, Florida Statutes, is created to 28 

read: 29 

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for CS for SB 306 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

604-02562-23 2023306c2 

 Page 2 of 5  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

860.142 Catalytic Converter Antitheft Act.— 30 

(1) This section may be cited as the “Catalytic Converter 31 

Antitheft Act.” 32 

(2) As used in this section, the term: 33 

(a) “Catalytic converter” means an emission control device 34 

that is designed to be installed and operate in a motor vehicle 35 

to convert toxic gases and pollutants in the motor vehicle’s 36 

exhaust system into less toxic substances via chemical reaction. 37 

(b) “Detached catalytic converter” means a catalytic 38 

converter that has been removed from a motor vehicle. 39 

(c) “Registered secondary metals recycler” means a 40 

secondary metals recycler, as defined in s. 538.18, that is 41 

registered with the Department of Revenue as required in s. 42 

538.25. 43 

(d) “Salvage motor vehicle dealer” has the same meaning as 44 

provided in s. 320.27(1)(c)5. 45 

(3)(a) A person may not knowingly purchase a detached 46 

catalytic converter unless he or she is a registered secondary 47 

metals recycler. 48 

(b) A registered secondary metals recycler who purchases a 49 

detached catalytic converter must comply with the requirements 50 

in ss. 538.19 and 538.26(5). 51 

(c) A registered secondary metals recycler who does not 52 

comply with the requirements of paragraph (b) is subject to the 53 

penalties in s. 538.23. 54 

(4)(a) A person may not knowingly possess, purchase, sell, 55 

or install a: 56 

1. Stolen catalytic converter; 57 

2. Catalytic converter that has been removed from a stolen 58 
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motor vehicle; 59 

3. New or detached catalytic converter from which the 60 

manufacturer’s part identification number, aftermarket 61 

identification number, or owner-applied number has been removed, 62 

altered, or defaced; or 63 

4. Detached catalytic converter without proof of ownership, 64 

unless the person is a registered secondary metals recycler, a 65 

salvage motor vehicle dealer, or meets the criteria for 66 

exemption provided in s. 538.22. 67 

(b) A person who violates paragraph (a) commits a felony of 68 

the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 69 

775.083, or s. 775.084. 70 

(c) Proof that a person was in possession of two or more 71 

detached catalytic converters, unless satisfactorily explained, 72 

gives rise to an inference that the person in possession of the 73 

catalytic converters knew or should have known that the 74 

catalytic converters may have been stolen or fraudulently 75 

obtained. 76 

Section 2. Section 860.147, Florida Statutes, is created to 77 

read: 78 

860.147 Import, sale, or installation of counterfeit, fake, 79 

or nonfunctional catalytic converters.— 80 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 81 

(a) “Catalytic converter” has the same meaning as provided 82 

in s. 860.142(2)(a). 83 

(b) “Counterfeit catalytic converter” means a catalytic 84 

converter displaying a mark identical or similar to the genuine 85 

mark of a catalytic converter manufacturer or motor vehicle 86 

manufacturer without authorization from such manufacturer. 87 
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(c) “Fake catalytic converter” means an item, other than a 88 

catalytic converter designed in accordance with United States 89 

Environmental Protection Agency regulations for a given make, 90 

model, and year of motor vehicle as part of a motor vehicle 91 

emission control system, including a counterfeit or 92 

nonfunctional catalytic converter, which is used to replace a 93 

legitimate catalytic converter. 94 

(d) “Nonfunctional catalytic converter” means a replacement 95 

catalytic converter that: 96 

1. Was previously recalled or damaged; or 97 

2. Includes a part or object, including, but not limited 98 

to, a counterfeit or repaired catalytic converter, installed in 99 

a motor vehicle to mislead the owner or operator of such motor 100 

vehicle to believe that a functional catalytic converter has 101 

been installed. 102 

(2) A person may not knowingly import, manufacture, 103 

purchase for the purpose of reselling or installing, sell, offer 104 

for sale, or install or reinstall in a motor vehicle a 105 

counterfeit, fake, or nonfunctional catalytic converter. A 106 

person who violates this subsection commits a felony of the 107 

second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, 108 

or s. 775.084. 109 

Section 3. Subsection (6) is added to section 538.26, 110 

Florida Statutes, to read: 111 

538.26 Certain acts and practices prohibited.—It is 112 

unlawful for a secondary metals recycler to do or allow any of 113 

the following acts: 114 

(6) Process or remove from the place of business of a 115 

secondary metals recycler a detached catalytic converter the 116 
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secondary metals recycler has purchased for a period of 10 117 

business days after the date of purchase. This subsection does 118 

not apply to the purchase of a detached catalytic converter from 119 

another secondary metals recycler, a salvage motor vehicle 120 

dealer as defined in s. 320.27(1)(c)5., or a person or an entity 121 

specified in s. 538.22. 122 

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 123 
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I. Summary: 

SB 508 revises three statutes that govern admission to, and participation in, the state’s “problem-

solving courts.” The problem-solving courts are pre-trial intervention court programs that afford 

a defendant the opportunity to participate in getting the help he or she needs and avoid a criminal 

conviction. This bill expands eligibility for pretrial intervention programs, creates consistency 

within the criteria of the programs, and revises data reporting requirements for the programs. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Problem-solving Courts 

Florida’s “problem-solving courts” are unique among the trial and appellate courts in the state. 

They are specifically designed to address the root causes of why people are involved in the 

criminal justice system and to help those people receive the treatment they need to leave the 

system. Presently, there are more than 185 problem-solving courts operating in the state.1 While 

participation in these court programs is voluntary, there is a list of factors, such as the 

commission of violent crimes, which can disqualify someone from participating. 

 

Rather than operate in the traditional adversarial model, problem-solving courts provide non-

adversarial proceedings with a dedicated judge who holds each participant accountable for his or 

her actions. The courts also provide a broad-based problem-solving team made up of case 

managers, attorneys, treatment professionals, even law enforcement and correctional officers, 

                                                 
1 Office of the State Courts Administrator, Florida Problem-Solving Courts Report, Pursuant to Section 43.51, F.S. (Feb. 17, 

2023). A map is attached at the end of this analysis showing the locations of these courts throughout the state. 

REVISED:         
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and a guardian ad litem, if necessary.2 The programs require regular court appearances by the 

participants and the length of the program is often, though not always, determined by the 

progress the participant makes as measured against specific guidelines.3 

 

The problem-solving courts currently include adult drug courts, juvenile drug courts, dependency 

drug courts, veterans’ courts, mental health courts, a community court, and a delinquency pretrial 

intervention court program.4,5  

 

Section 948.08, F.S., addresses felony pretrial intervention programs while s. 948.16, F.S., 

establishes misdemeanor pretrial intervention programs. 

 

Treatment-based Drug Court Programs (Section 1) 

Authorization, Admission, Disqualifying Criteria 

Each county is authorized to fund a treatment-based drug court program for people in the justice 

system who have a substance abuse problem.6 Under current law, participation is voluntary, but 

admission is not guaranteed. 

 

Previously Rejected Offer 

Pursuant to s. 948.08(6)(c)1., F.S., the court or a state attorney may deny a defendant entry into 

the program if he or she was previously offered admission to the program and the defendant 

rejected that offer on the record.7  

 

Dealing or Selling Controlled Substances 

Pursuant to 948.08(6)(c)2., F.S., if the state attorney believes the defendant was involved in the 

dealing and selling of controlled substances, a court will hold a preadmission hearing. If the state 

attorney establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that the defendant was involved in 

dealing or selling controlled substances, the court is required to deny the defendant admission 

into the program. 

 

Program Coordinator, Data Reporting Requirements 

If the Legislature appropriates sufficient funding annually, each judicial circuit must establish at 

least one coordinator position for the treatment-based drug court program within the state courts 

system. Among other assigned tasks, the coordinator is responsible for coordinating the 

                                                 
2 Florida Courts, Office of the State Courts Administrator, Office of Problem-Solving Courts, 

https://www.flcourts.gov/Resources-Services/Office-of-Problem-Solving-Courts.  
3 Florida’s 10th Judicial Circuit, Problem Solving Court, https://www.jud10.flcourts.org/problem-solving-

court#:~:text=Problem%20Solving%20Court%20programs%20are,random%20testing%20for%20substance%20use.  
4 This definition of “problem-solving court” is provided in s. 43.51, F.S., which requires the Office of the State Courts 

Administrator to provide an annual report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

detailing participant, service, and financial data. 
5 Florida Courts, Office of the State Courts Administrator, Office of Problem-Solving Courts, Defining Elements 

https://www.flcourts.gov/Resources-Services/Office-of-Problem-Solving-Courts. 
6 Section 397.334(1), F.S. 
7 Section 948.08(6)(c)1., F.S. 
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responsibilities of the participating agencies and providers as well as provide program evaluation 

and accountability.  

 

Each judicial circuit is required to report client-level and programmatic data to the Office of the 

State Court Administrator (OSCA) annually for program evaluation. Client-level data includes 

cataloguing primary offenses that resulted in drug court referral or sentence and other details. 

Programmatic data includes referral and screening procedures, eligibility criteria, and similar 

categories. 

 

According to the OSCA, it does not perform program evaluations such that it does not need to 

receive the client-level data from the circuits. The OSCA has stated that requiring this data 

collection also puts an unnecessary burden on the circuits to report the data and an unnecessary 

burden on the OSCA to collect the data.8 

 

In contrast, the mental health court programs require each program, not each circuit, to gather 

client-level data and programmatic information for evaluation purposes. Of that information, 

only certain program information regarding client admissions and terminations are reported to 

the OSCA each year. 

 

Pretrial Intervention Program for Felony Offenses (Section 2) 

Section 948.08, F.S., establishes three categories of pretrial intervention programs for felony 

offenses:  

 Substance abuse education and treatment intervention, including a drug court program. 

 Veterans treatment court program for veterans and service members. 

 Mental health court program.   

 

Substance Abuse Education and Treatment Intervention Program 

Program Duration – Not Less than 1 Year 

Section 948.08(6)(b), F.S., states that a person admitted into a pretrial substance abuse education 

and treatment intervention program is admitted for a period “of not less than 1 year in duration” 

if he or she meets certain criteria. 

 

Possible Disqualifying Criteria – Previously Violent Crime or Rejection of Previous Offer for 

Admission 

Section 948.08(6)(b)3., F.S., lists an offense that will prohibit a defendant from entering a 

treatment-based drug court program: the defendant has been charged with a crime involving 

violence which includes, but is not limited to, murder, sexual battery, robbery, carjacking, home-

invasion robbery, or any other crime involving violence. 

 

                                                 
8 Office of the State Courts Administrator, SB 508 Judicial Impact Statement, (March 3, 2023) 

http://abar.laspbs.state.fl.us/ABAR/Attachment.aspx?ID=34341.  
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As discussed above, pursuant to s. 948.08(6)(c)1., F.S., the court or a state attorney may deny a 

defendant entry into the program if he or she was previously offered admission to the program 

and the defendant rejected that offer on the record.  

 

Mental Health Court Program Eligibility 

Section 948.08(8)(a), F.S., lists the requirements for a defendant to be eligible for voluntary 

admission into a pretrial mental health court program. The defendant must be identified as 

having a mental illness, not have been convicted of a felony, but is charged with certain crimes. 

 

Pretrial Substance Abuse Education and Treatment Intervention Program for 

Misdemeanor Offenses (Section 3) 

Section 948.16(1)(a), F.S., establishes the criteria for a defendant to participate in a misdemeanor 

pretrial substance abuse education and treatment program, misdemeanor pretrial veterans 

treatment intervention program, and a misdemeanor pretrial mental health court program. To 

qualify for admission into the substance abuse education and treatment intervention, a defendant 

may not have been convicted of a felony. In addition to being identified as having a substance 

abuse problem, these offenses, for which the defendant is currently charged, will permit him or 

her to be considered for admission into the program: 

 A nonviolent, nontraffic-related misdemeanor;  

 A misdemeanor possession of a controlled substance or drug paraphernalia under 

chapter 893, F.S.; 

 Prostitution under s. 796.07, F.S.; 

 Possession of alcohol while under 21 years of age under s. 562.111, F.S.; 

 Possession of a controlled substance without a valid prescription under s. 499.03, F.S. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill amends three statutes dealing with pretrial intervention programs. The bill makes the 

eligibility criteria provisions more consistent with each other, revises the data reporting 

requirements for treatment-based drug court programs, and expands the current eligibility 

requirements for admission into a misdemeanor pretrial treatment-based drug court program. 

 

Treatment-based Drug Court Programs (Sections 1 & 2) 

Admission for Participation is Expanded 

Under existing law, a defendant may be denied an opportunity to be admitted into a pre-trial 

treatment-based drug court program by the court or the prosecution if he or she previously 

rejected the opportunity to do so before trial. Under the bill, persons who reject opportunities to 

participate are no longer subject to being barred from participation for that reason. 

 

Data Reporting Requirements Shift from Circuit Responsibility to the Program 

The bill adds a new provision that removes the responsibility of managing the collection of data 

from the circuits and places the responsibility on the treatment-based drug court program. In 

addition, each program is now required to annually report the programmatic information and the 
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aggregate data regarding the number of admissions and terminations, by type of termination, to 

the OSCA. The collection and reporting requirements will be consistent with the requirements 

placed on mental health court program reporting requirements. 

 

Pretrial Intervention Program for Felony Offenses (Section 2) 

Substance Abuse Education and Treatment Intervention Program  

Duration Revised 

The substance abuse education and treatment intervention program mandatory duration period 

“of not less than 1 year” is deleted and the court is given discretion as to how long a defendant 

needs to remain in the program, based upon his or her clinical needs. This makes the duration 

period consistent with the duration, described in s. 948.08(8)(a), F.S., for participation in a 

mental health court program. 

 

Criteria – Previous Violent Crime Criteria Deleted  

The bill deletes the language that excluded a defendant from participation for having been 

charged with a crime of violence. As revised, a defendant is excluded from participating only if 

he or she is currently charged with a crime of violence. By making this change, the statute 

becomes consistent with eligibility requirements contained in other problem-solving court 

statutes. 

 

Mental Health Court Program Eligibility 

The bill is amended to delete the provision that a defendant seeking admission to a pretrial 

mental health court program has not been convicted of a felony. This will expand the option for 

more people to enter the program who would previously be ineligible. The language would also 

be consistent with the criteria for entering a pretrial treatment-based drug court program. 

 

Misdemeanor Pretrial Substance Abuse Education and Treatment Intervention Program 

(Section 3) 

The bill expands who may be eligible for a misdemeanor pretrial substance abuse education and 

treatment intervention program. By eliminating the qualifying offenses currently listed in statute 

and opening the criteria to any person charged with a misdemeanor, but who has not previously 

been convicted of a felony, more people will be eligible to participate in the program. This would 

make the eligibility criteria consistent with the criteria for pretrial misdemeanor veterans 

programs and mental health programs. 

 

 “Program Administrator” Terminology Change for Consistency with the Mental Health 

Statute 

The term “program administrator” is added in ss. 948.08(6)(e), 948.08(7)(c), and 948.16(4), F.S., 

for consistent referencing to the person in charge of the problem-solving court programs in these 

statutes. 

 

The effective date of the bill is July 1, 2023. 
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IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None identified. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The OSCA states that the changes to the data reporting requirements for the treatment-

based drug court programs will reduce the workloads for the judicial circuits and the 

OSCA. Additionally, by reducing how long a defendant must participate in the drug court 

program from the current 1-year period to a time based on his or her clinical needs would 

possibly reduce the courts’ workload if participants complete the program in less than 1 

year. Finally, the OSCA does not expect the proposals that will increase the number of 

people who may become eligible to participate in the programs to increase court 

workload because admissions are discretionary and the capacity for the number of 

participants is limited.9 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

                                                 
9 Office of the State Courts Administrator, SB 508 Judicial Impact Statement, (March 3, 2023) 

http://abar.laspbs.state.fl.us/ABAR/Attachment.aspx?ID=34341 
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VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 397.334, 948.08, 

and 948.16   

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to problem-solving courts; amending s. 2 

397.334, F.S.; revising the responsibilities of 3 

coordinators of treatment-based drug court programs; 4 

requiring such programs to collect specified data and 5 

information for certain purposes; requiring such 6 

programs to annually report certain information and 7 

data to the Office of the State Courts Administrator; 8 

conforming provisions to changes made by the act; 9 

amending s. 948.08, F.S.; authorizing courts to 10 

determine how long a person may be admitted into 11 

certain programs; revising admission requirements for 12 

certain programs; conforming provisions to changes 13 

made by the act; amending s. 948.16, F.S.; revising 14 

eligibility requirements for voluntary admission into 15 

certain substance abuse programs; conforming 16 

provisions to changes made by the act; providing an 17 

effective date. 18 

  19 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 20 

 21 

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (6) of section 397.334, 22 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 23 

397.334 Treatment-based drug court programs.— 24 

(2) Entry into any pretrial treatment-based drug court 25 

program shall be voluntary. When neither s. 948.08(6)(c)1. does 26 

not apply nor 2. applies, the court may order an eligible 27 

individual to enter into a pretrial treatment-based drug court 28 

program only upon written agreement by the individual, which 29 

Florida Senate - 2023 SB 508 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

16-01452-23 2023508__ 

 Page 2 of 7  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

shall include a statement that the individual understands the 30 

requirements of the program and the potential sanctions for 31 

noncompliance. 32 

(6)(a) Contingent upon an annual appropriation by the 33 

Legislature, each judicial circuit shall establish, at a 34 

minimum, one coordinator position for the treatment-based drug 35 

court program within the state courts system to coordinate the 36 

responsibilities of the participating agencies and service 37 

providers. Each coordinator shall provide direct support to the 38 

treatment-based drug court program by providing coordination 39 

between the multidisciplinary team and the judiciary, providing 40 

case management, monitoring compliance of the participants in 41 

the treatment-based drug court program with court requirements, 42 

and managing the collection of data for providing program 43 

evaluation and accountability. 44 

(b) Each treatment-based drug court program shall collect 45 

circuit shall report sufficient client-level data and 46 

programmatic information data to the Office of State Courts 47 

Administrator annually for purposes of program evaluation. 48 

Client-level data includes include primary offenses that 49 

resulted in the treatment-based drug court program referral or 50 

sentence, treatment compliance, completion status and reasons 51 

for failure to complete, offenses committed during treatment and 52 

the sanctions imposed, frequency of court appearances, and units 53 

of service. Programmatic information includes data include 54 

referral and screening procedures, eligibility criteria, type 55 

and duration of treatment offered, and residential treatment 56 

resources. Each treatment-based drug court program must annually 57 

report the programmatic information and aggregate data on the 58 
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number of treatment-based drug court program admissions and 59 

terminations by type of termination to the Office of the State 60 

Courts Administrator. 61 

Section 2. Paragraphs (b), (c), and (e) of subsection (6), 62 

paragraph (c) of subsection (7), and paragraph (a) of subsection 63 

(8) of section 948.08, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 64 

948.08 Pretrial intervention program.— 65 

(6) 66 

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this section, a person 67 

is eligible for voluntary admission into a pretrial substance 68 

abuse education and treatment intervention program, including a 69 

treatment-based drug court program established pursuant to s. 70 

397.334, approved by the chief judge of the circuit, for a 71 

period to be determined by the court, based on the clinical 72 

needs of the defendant of not less than 1 year in duration, if 73 

he or she: 74 

1. Is identified as having a substance abuse problem and is 75 

amenable to treatment. 76 

2. Is charged with a nonviolent felony. 77 

3. Is not also Has never been charged with a crime 78 

involving violence, including, but not limited to, murder, 79 

sexual battery, robbery, carjacking, home-invasion robbery, or 80 

any other crime involving violence. 81 

4. Has two or fewer felony convictions, provided that the 82 

prior convictions are for nonviolent felonies. 83 

(c) Upon motion of either party or the court’s own motion, 84 

and with the agreement of the defendant, the court shall admit 85 

an eligible person into a pretrial substance abuse education and 86 

treatment intervention program, except: 87 
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1. If a defendant was previously offered admission to a 88 

pretrial substance abuse education and treatment intervention 89 

program at any time before trial and the defendant rejected that 90 

offer on the record, the court or the state attorney may deny 91 

the defendant’s admission to such a program. 92 

2. If the state attorney believes that the facts and 93 

circumstances of the case suggest the defendant’s involvement in 94 

the dealing and selling of controlled substances, the court 95 

shall hold a preadmission hearing. If the state attorney 96 

establishes, by a preponderance of the evidence at such hearing, 97 

that the defendant was involved in the dealing or selling of 98 

controlled substances, the court shall deny the defendant’s 99 

admission into a pretrial intervention program. 100 

2.3. If the defendant has two or fewer prior felony 101 

convictions as provided in subparagraph (b)4., the court, in its 102 

discretion, may deny admission to such a program. 103 

(e) At the end of the pretrial intervention period, the 104 

court shall consider the recommendation of the program 105 

administrator pursuant to subsection (5) and the recommendation 106 

of the state attorney as to disposition of the pending charges. 107 

The court shall determine, by written finding, whether the 108 

defendant has successfully completed the pretrial intervention 109 

program. Notwithstanding the coordinated strategy developed by a 110 

drug court team pursuant to s. 397.334(4), if the court finds 111 

that the defendant has not successfully completed the pretrial 112 

intervention program, the court may order the person to continue 113 

in education and treatment, which may include substance abuse 114 

treatment programs offered by licensed service providers as 115 

defined in s. 397.311 or jail-based treatment programs, or order 116 
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that the charges revert to normal channels for prosecution. The 117 

court shall dismiss the charges upon a finding that the 118 

defendant has successfully completed the pretrial intervention 119 

program. 120 

(7) 121 

(c) At the end of the pretrial intervention period, the 122 

court shall consider the recommendation of the treatment program 123 

administrator and the recommendation of the state attorney as to 124 

disposition of the pending charges. The court shall determine, 125 

by written finding, whether the defendant has successfully 126 

completed the pretrial intervention program. If the court finds 127 

that the defendant has not successfully completed the pretrial 128 

intervention program, the court may order the person to continue 129 

in education and treatment, which may include treatment programs 130 

offered by licensed service providers or jail-based treatment 131 

programs, or order that the charges revert to normal channels 132 

for prosecution. The court shall dismiss the charges upon a 133 

finding that the defendant has successfully completed the 134 

pretrial intervention program. 135 

(8)(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this section, a 136 

defendant is eligible for voluntary admission into a pretrial 137 

mental health court program established pursuant to s. 394.47892 138 

and approved by the chief judge of the circuit for a period to 139 

be determined by the court, based on the clinical needs of the 140 

defendant, upon motion of either party or the court’s own motion 141 

if: 142 

1. The defendant is identified as having a mental illness; 143 

and 144 

2. The defendant has not been convicted of a felony; and 145 
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3. The defendant is charged with: 146 

a. A nonviolent felony that includes a third degree felony 147 

violation of chapter 810 or any other felony offense that is not 148 

a forcible felony as defined in s. 776.08; 149 

b. Resisting an officer with violence under s. 843.01, if 150 

the law enforcement officer and state attorney consent to the 151 

defendant’s participation; 152 

c. Battery on a law enforcement officer under s. 784.07, if 153 

the law enforcement officer and state attorney consent to the 154 

defendant’s participation; or 155 

d. Aggravated assault, if the victim and state attorney 156 

consent to the defendant’s participation. 157 

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and subsection 158 

(4) of section 948.16, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 159 

948.16 Misdemeanor pretrial substance abuse education and 160 

treatment intervention program; misdemeanor pretrial veterans’ 161 

treatment intervention program; misdemeanor pretrial mental 162 

health court program.— 163 

(1)(a) A person who is charged with a nonviolent, 164 

nontraffic-related misdemeanor and identified as having a 165 

substance abuse problem or who is charged with a misdemeanor for 166 

possession of a controlled substance or drug paraphernalia under 167 

chapter 893, prostitution under s. 796.07, possession of alcohol 168 

while under 21 years of age under s. 562.111, or possession of a 169 

controlled substance without a valid prescription under s. 170 

499.03, and who has not previously been convicted of a felony, 171 

is eligible for voluntary admission into a misdemeanor pretrial 172 

substance abuse education and treatment intervention program, 173 

including a treatment-based drug court program established 174 
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pursuant to s. 397.334, approved by the chief judge of the 175 

circuit, for a period based on the program requirements and the 176 

treatment plan for the offender, upon motion of either party or 177 

the court’s own motion, except, if the state attorney believes 178 

the facts and circumstances of the case suggest the defendant is 179 

involved in dealing and selling controlled substances, the court 180 

shall hold a preadmission hearing. If the state attorney 181 

establishes, by a preponderance of the evidence at such hearing, 182 

that the defendant was involved in dealing or selling controlled 183 

substances, the court shall deny the defendant’s admission into 184 

the pretrial intervention program. 185 

(4) At the end of the pretrial intervention period, the 186 

court shall consider the recommendation of the treatment program 187 

administrator and the recommendation of the state attorney as to 188 

disposition of the pending charges. The court shall determine, 189 

by written finding, whether the defendant successfully completed 190 

the pretrial intervention program. Notwithstanding the 191 

coordinated strategy developed by a drug court team pursuant to 192 

s. 397.334(4) or by the veterans’ treatment intervention team, 193 

if the court finds that the defendant has not successfully 194 

completed the pretrial intervention program, the court may order 195 

the person to continue in education and treatment or return the 196 

charges to the criminal docket for prosecution. The court shall 197 

dismiss the charges upon finding that the defendant has 198 

successfully completed the pretrial intervention program. 199 

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 200 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 558 creates a new designation of “qualified medication aide” (QMA) for certified nursing 

assistants (CNA) who work in a nursing home and meet specified licensure and training 

requirements. The bill allows a nursing home to authorize a registered nurse (RN) working in the 

nursing home to delegate medication administration to a QMA who is working under the direct 

supervision1 of the RN. 

 

In order to be designated as a QMA, a CNA must hold a clear and active certification as CNA for 

at least one year preceding the delegation; complete 40 hours of training that consists of the six-

hour training course currently required for a CNA to administer medication in a home health 

setting and a 34-hour course developed by the Board of Nursing (BON) specific to QMAs; and 

successfully complete a supervised clinical practice in medication administration conducted in 

the nursing home. 

 

The bill amends several sections of law related to the delegation of tasks to CNAs to conform to 

the changes made in the bill. The bill also specifies that CNAs performing the duties of a QMA 

may not be counted toward staffing requirements for nursing homes. 

 

                                                 
1 “Direct supervision” is defined in Rule 64B9-15.001, F.A.C., to mean “the physical presence within the patient care unit of 

a healthcare facility or physical presence within a healthcare agency of a program instructor who assumes responsibility for 

the practice of the certified nursing assistant.” 

REVISED:         
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This bill has an indeterminate fiscal impact on the Florida Department of Health.  See Section V 

of this analysis. 

 

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2023. 

II. Present Situation: 

Nursing Homes 

Nursing homes in Florida are licensed under Part II of ch. 400, F.S., and provide 24 hour a day 

nursing care, case management, health monitoring, personal care, nutritional meals and special 

diets, physical, occupational, and speech therapy, social activities and respite care for those who 

are ill or physically infirm.2 Nursing homes are regulated by the Agency for Health Care 

Administration (AHCA). Currently there are 708 nursing homes licensed in Florida.3 

 

Certified Nursing Assistants 

Florida’s regulations of certified nursing assistants (CNA) is found in Part II of ch. 464, F.S. 

Section 464.201(5), F.S., defines the practice of a CNA as providing care and assisting persons 

with tasks relating to the activities of daily living. Activities of daily living include tasks 

associated with: personal care, maintaining mobility, nutrition and hydration, toileting and 

elimination, assistive devices, safety and cleanliness, data gathering, reporting abnormal signs 

and symptoms, postmortem care, patient socialization and reality orientation, end-of-life care, 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and emergency care, patients’ rights, documentation of 

nursing-assistant services, and other tasks that a CNA may perform after training.4 

 

A CNA can work in a nursing home, an assisted living facility, other community-based settings, 

a hospital, or a private home under general supervision.5 The Board of Nursing (BON), within 

the Department of Health (DOH), certifies CNAs, who must, among other qualifications, hold a 

high school diploma or equivalent, complete a 120-hour BON-approved training program, and 

pass a nursing assistant competency exam, which includes written and practical portions.6 A 

CNA must biennially complete 24 hours of in-service training to maintain certification.7 

 

                                                 
2 Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) webpage, nursing homes, available at 

https://ahca.myflorida.com/MCHQ/Health_Facility_Regulation/Long_Term_Care/Nursing_Homes.shtml (last visited March 

7, 2023). 
3 Florida Health Finder Report, available at https://www.floridahealthfinder.gov/facilitylocator/ListFacilities.aspx (last visited 

March 7, 2023). 
4 Section 464.201, F.S. 
5 Paraprofessional Healthcare Institute, Who Are Direct-Care Workers?, (Feb. 2011), available at https://phinational.org/wp-

content/uploads/legacy/clearinghouse/NCDCW%20Fact%20Sheet-1.pdf (last visited March 7, 2023). 
6 Section 464.203, F.S., and Fla. Admin. code r. 64B9-15.006. Eighty hours must be classroom instruction and 40 hours must 

be clinical instruction, 20 of which must be in long term care clinical instruction in a licensed nursing home. 42 C.F.R. § 

483.95 requires 75 hours of training; Florida training requirements exceed the federal minimum training requirements. 
7 Section 464.203(7), F.S. 
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The BON establishes the general scope of practice for CNAs. A CNA performs services under 

the general supervision8 of a registered nurse (RN) or licensed practical nurse (LPN).9 A CNA 

may perform the following: 

 Personal care services, such as bathing, dressing grooming, and light housekeeping; 

 Tasks associated with maintaining mobility, such as ambulating, transferring, positioning, 

lifting, and performing range of motion exercises; 

 Nutrition and hydration tasks, such a feeding or assisting with eating and drinking; 

 Tasks associated with elimination, such as toileting, providing catheter care, and emptying or 

changing ostomy bags; 

 Tasks associated with using assistive devices; 

 Maintaining the environment and resident safety; 

 Taking measurements and gathering data, i.e. pulse, blood, pressure, height, and weight; 

 Recognition and reporting abnormal resident findings, signs, and symptoms; 

 Post mortem care; 

 Tasks associated with resident socialization, leisure activities, reality orientation, and 

validation techniques; 

 Tasks associated with end of life care; 

 Performing basic first aid, CPR, and emergency care; 

 Tasks associated with compliance with resident’s rights; and 

 Documentation of CNA services provided to the resident. 

 

A CNA may not work independently and may not perform any tasks that require specialized 

nursing knowledge, judgment, or skills. 

 

Medication Administration by a CNA 

Current law allows a RN to delegate medication administration duties to a CNA but only in a 

home health care setting or in a local county detention facility.10 Specifically, a CNA may 

administer oral, transdermal, ophthalmic, otic, rectal, inhaled, enteral, or topical prescriptions if 

the CNA has completed a six-hour initial training course approved by the BON and has been 

found competent to administer medication to a patient in a safe and sanitary manner.11 Both the 

training and the competency determination must be conducted by a RN.12 Additionally, a CNA 

must satisfactorily complete two hours of annual in-service training to maintain his or her 

authorization to administer medications. BON rules require the six-hour course to include: 

 A glossary of common terminology for labeling of legend medications. 

 Safe administration of oral, transdermal, ophthalmic, otic, rectal, inhaled, enteral, and topical 

prescription and over-the-counter medications. 

 Record keeping and documentation of medication administration. 

 Safe storage and proper disposal of medications. 

 Prevention of medication errors. 

                                                 
8 Under general supervision, the registered nurse or licensed practical nurse does not need to be present but must be available 

for consultation and advice, either in person or by a communication device. Fla. Admin. Code R. 64B9-15.001(5). 
9 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64B9-15.002. 
10 Section 464.0156, F.S. 
11 Section 464.2035, F.S. 
12 Id. 
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 Home health care agency policies and procedures regarding medications. 

 Recognizing, documenting and reporting adverse reactions to medications.13 

 

Additionally, the BON has determined some medications to be outside the scope of practice for a 

CNA and has prohibited a CNA from performing the following: 

 Administration of controlled substances listed in Schedule II, Schedule III, or Schedule IV of 

Section 893.03, F.S., or 21 U.S.C. s. 812; 

 Administration by subcutaneous, intramuscular, or intravenous injection; 

 Administration of legend drugs without original labeling identifying the patient, medication, 

dose, route and frequency of administration, prescriber, and expiration date. 

 Administration of over-the-counter, non-prescription, medications without an order from a 

physician licensed under ch. 458, F.S., an osteopathic physician licensed under ch. 459, F.S., 

a podiatric physician licensed under ch. 461, F.S., or an advanced practice registered nurse 

licensed under s. 464.012 or 464.0123, F.S. 

 Administration of over-the-counter, non-prescription medications not in the original 

packaging from the manufacturer.14 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 amends s. 400.211, F.S., to allow a nursing home to authorize a registered nurse (RN) 

to delegate tasks, including medication administration, to a certified nursing assistant (can) who 

has: 

 Completed the six hour training course and found to be competent to administer medications 

pursuant to s. 464.2035, F.S. 

 Has held a clear and active certification from the DOH for a minimum of one year 

immediately preceding the delegation. 

 Completed a 34-hour training course approved by the Board of Nursing (BON) in medication 

administration and associated tasks. The training must include, but is not limited to: 

o Blood glucose level checks; 

o Dialing oxygen flow meters to prescribed settings; and 

o Assisting with continuous positive airway pressure devices. 

 Has demonstrated clinical competency by successfully completing a supervised clinical 

practice in medication administration and associated tasks conducted in the nursing home. 

 

Upon completing the requirements above, the bill provides that the CNA is designated as a 

qualified medication aide (QMA). The bill specifies that a QMA may only administer medication 

under the direct supervision15 of a nurse licensed under part I of ch. 464, F.S.; that a QMA must 

annually complete two hours of in-service training and validation required in s. 464.2035, F.S.; 

and that a nursing home must include medication administration by a QMA when complying 

with the federal requirement to track, analyze, and improve medical errors and adverse events.16  

                                                 
13 Rule 64B9-15.0025, F.A.C. 
14 Rule 64B9-15.0026, F.A.C. 
15 “Direct supervision” is defined in Rule 64B9-15.001, F.A.C., to mean “the physical presence within the patient care unit of 

a healthcare facility or physical presence within a healthcare agency of a program instructor who assumes responsibility for 

the practice of the certified nursing assistant.” 
16 The federal requirement is in C.F.R. s. 483.75(e)(2). 
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The bill requires the BON, in consultation with the Agency for Health Care Administration 

(AHCA), to adopt rules to implement these provisions. 

 

Section 2 amends s. 400.23, F.S., to specify that a CNA performing the duties of a QMA may 

not be included in computing the hours of direct care or the staffing ratios that a nursing home is 

required to maintain pursuant to s. 400.23, F.S. 

 

Section 3 amends the nurse practice act in s. 464.0156, F.S., to allow a RN to delegate the 

administration of medications to a resident in a nursing home to a CNA who meets the 

requirements above. 

 

Section 4 amends s. 464.2035, F.S., to allow a CNA to administer medications in a nursing home 

as well as in a home health setting, with the exception of rectal and enteral medications.  The 

section also directs the BON to include in rule standards and procedures for a CNA 

administering medication to a resident of a nursing facility.  

 

The bill makes additional technical and conforming changes. 

 

The bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2023. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 
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B. Private Sector Impact: 

CS/SB 558 may have a positive fiscal impact on nursing homes that are able to utilize 

QMAs to administer medication rather than be required to utilize an RN to perform the 

task. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill may have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the Department of Health (DOH).17  

 

The DOH reports they will experience an increase in workload associated with additional 

calls, complaints, investigations, and prosecution due to the expanded authority for 

registered nurses to delegate the administration of medication to nursing home residents 

or home health agency patients to a certified nursing assistant or home health aide. The 

fiscal impact is indeterminate, and the DOH has not identified resources necessary to 

address the impact. 

 

The DOH reports they will incur non-recurring costs for rulemaking and will experience 

a non-recurring increase in workload associated with updating the Licensing and 

Enforcement Information Database System (LEIDS), Online Service Portal (Versa 

Online), License Verification Search Site, Continuing Education Tracking System 

(CEBroker), ELI virtual agent, and the Board of Nursing website to support registration 

for medication authorization.  However, the DOH indicates it will be able to absorb this 

nonrecurring impact with existing resources. The Agency for Health Care Administration 

reports the oversite requirements in the bill can be incorporated into existing processes 

and will not have an impact on state expenditures.18 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

                                                 
17 Florida Department of Health, HB 351 Bill Analysis (Jan. 26, 2023)(on file with the Senate Appropriations Committee on 

Health and Human Services). 
18 Agency for Health Care Administration, HB 351 Bill Analysis (Jan. 26, 2023)(on file with the Senate Appropriations 

Committee on Health and Human Services). 
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VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 400.211, 400.23, 

464.0156, and 464.2035. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Health Policy on March 6, 2023: 

The CS requires nursing homes when complying with the federal requirement to track, 

analyze, and improve medical errors and adverse events, to include medication 

administration performed by qualified medication aides. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to certified nursing assistants; 2 

amending s. 400.211, F.S.; authorizing nursing home 3 

facilities to allow their registered nurses to 4 

delegate certain tasks to certified nursing assistants 5 

who meet specified criteria; providing for the 6 

designation of such certified nursing assistants as 7 

qualified medication aides; requiring qualified 8 

medication aides to complete annual validation and 9 

inservice training requirements; providing that 10 

qualified medication aides may administer medication 11 

to residents only under the direct supervision of a 12 

licensed nurse; requiring that medication 13 

administration be included in certain performance 14 

improvement activities tracked by nursing homes in 15 

accordance with federal regulations; requiring the 16 

Board of Nursing, in consultation with the Agency for 17 

Health Care Administration, to adopt rules; amending 18 

s. 400.23, F.S.; providing that the time spent by 19 

certified nursing assistants performing the duties of 20 

a qualified medication aide may not be included in the 21 

computing of certain minimum staffing ratio 22 

requirements for direct care provided to residents; 23 

amending s. 464.0156, F.S.; authorizing registered 24 

nurses to delegate to certified nursing assistants the 25 

administration of medication to residents in nursing 26 

home facilities if the certified nursing assistants 27 

meet specified criteria; amending s. 464.2035, F.S.; 28 

authorizing certified nursing assistants to administer 29 
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certain medications to residents of nursing home 30 

facilities if they have been delegated such task by a 31 

registered nurse and they meet specified criteria; 32 

requiring the board, in consultation with the agency, 33 

to establish standards and procedures that a certified 34 

nursing assistant must follow when administering 35 

medication to a resident of a nursing home facility; 36 

providing an effective date. 37 

  38 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 39 

 40 

Section 1. Subsection (5) is added to section 400.211, 41 

Florida Statutes, to read: 42 

400.211 Persons employed as nursing assistants; 43 

certification requirement.— 44 

(5) A nursing home, in accordance with chapter 464 and 45 

rules adopted pursuant to this section, may authorize a 46 

registered nurse to delegate tasks, including medication 47 

administration, to a certified nursing assistant who meets the 48 

requirements of this subsection. 49 

(a) In addition to the initial 6-hour training course and 50 

determination of competency required under s. 464.2035, to be 51 

eligible to administer medication to a resident of a nursing 52 

home facility, a certified nursing assistant must: 53 

1. Hold a clear and active certification from the 54 

Department of Health for a minimum of 1 year immediately 55 

preceding the delegation; 56 

2. Complete an additional 34-hour training course approved 57 

by the Board of Nursing in medication administration and 58 
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associated tasks, including, but not limited to, blood glucose 59 

level checks, dialing oxygen flow meters to prescribed settings, 60 

and assisting with continuous positive airway pressure devices; 61 

and 62 

3. Demonstrate clinical competency by successfully 63 

completing a supervised clinical practice in medication 64 

administration and associated tasks conducted in the facility. 65 

(b) Upon completion of the training, competency, and 66 

initial validation requirements under s. 464.2035 and this 67 

subsection, a certified nursing assistant whose delegated tasks 68 

include medication administration is designated as a qualified 69 

medication aide. 70 

(c) A qualified medication aide must satisfactorily 71 

complete the annual validation and 2 hours of inservice training 72 

in medication administration and medication error prevention in 73 

accordance with s. 464.2035. 74 

(d) A qualified medication aide may administer medication 75 

only under the direct supervision of a nurse licensed under part 76 

I of chapter 464. 77 

(e) Medication administration must be included in the 78 

performance improvement activities tracked in accordance with 42 79 

C.F.R. s. 483.75(e)(2). 80 

(f) The Board of Nursing, in consultation with the agency, 81 

shall adopt rules to implement this subsection. 82 

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 83 

400.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 84 

400.23 Rules; evaluation and deficiencies; licensure 85 

status.— 86 

(3) 87 
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(b)1. Each facility must determine its direct care staffing 88 

needs based on the facility assessment and the individual needs 89 

of a resident based on the resident’s care plan. At a minimum, 90 

staffing must include, for each facility, the following 91 

requirements: 92 

a. A minimum weekly average of 3.6 hours of care by direct 93 

care staff per resident per day. As used in this sub-94 

subparagraph, a week is defined as Sunday through Saturday. 95 

b. A minimum of 2.0 hours of direct care by a certified 96 

nursing assistant per resident per day. A facility may not staff 97 

below one certified nursing assistant per 20 residents. 98 

c. A minimum of 1.0 hour of direct care by a licensed nurse 99 

per resident per day. A facility may not staff below one 100 

licensed nurse per 40 residents. 101 

2. Nursing assistants employed under s. 400.211(2) may be 102 

included in computing the hours of direct care provided by 103 

certified nursing assistants and may be included in computing 104 

the staffing ratio for certified nursing assistants if their job 105 

responsibilities include only nursing-assistant-related duties. 106 

3. Certified nursing assistants performing the duties of a 107 

qualified medication aide under s. 400.211(5) may not be 108 

included in computing the hours of direct care provided by, or 109 

the staffing ratios for, certified nursing assistants or 110 

licensed nurses under sub-subparagraph 1.b. or sub-subparagraph 111 

1.c., respectively. 112 

4.3. Each nursing home facility must document compliance 113 

with staffing standards as required under this paragraph and 114 

post daily the names of licensed nurses and certified nursing 115 

assistants on duty for the benefit of facility residents and the 116 
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public. Facilities must maintain the records documenting 117 

compliance with minimum staffing standards for a period of 5 118 

years and must report staffing in accordance with 42 C.F.R. s. 119 

483.70(q). 120 

5.4. The agency must recognize the use of licensed nurses 121 

for compliance with minimum staffing requirements for certified 122 

nursing assistants if the nursing home facility otherwise meets 123 

the minimum staffing requirements for licensed nurses and the 124 

licensed nurses are performing the duties of a certified nursing 125 

assistant. Unless otherwise approved by the agency, licensed 126 

nurses counted toward the minimum staffing requirements for 127 

certified nursing assistants must exclusively perform the duties 128 

of a certified nursing assistant for the entire shift and not 129 

also be counted toward the minimum staffing requirements for 130 

licensed nurses. If the agency approved a facility’s request to 131 

use a licensed nurse to perform both licensed nursing and 132 

certified nursing assistant duties, the facility must allocate 133 

the amount of staff time specifically spent on certified nursing 134 

assistant duties for the purpose of documenting compliance with 135 

minimum staffing requirements for certified and licensed nursing 136 

staff. The hours of a licensed nurse with dual job 137 

responsibilities may not be counted twice. 138 

6.5. Evidence that a facility complied with the minimum 139 

direct care staffing requirements under subparagraph 1. is not 140 

admissible as evidence of compliance with the nursing services 141 

requirements under 42 C.F.R. s. 483.35 or s. 483.70. 142 

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 464.0156, Florida 143 

Statutes, is amended to read: 144 

464.0156 Delegation of duties.— 145 
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(2)(a) A registered nurse may delegate to a certified 146 

nursing assistant the administration of oral, transdermal, 147 

ophthalmic, otic, inhaled, or topical prescription medication to 148 

a resident of a nursing home facility as defined in s. 400.021 149 

if the certified nursing assistant meets the requirements of s. 150 

400.211(5) and s. 464.2035. 151 

(b) A registered nurse may delegate to a certified nursing 152 

assistant or a home health aide the administration of oral, 153 

transdermal, ophthalmic, otic, rectal, inhaled, enteral, or 154 

topical prescription medications to a patient of a home health 155 

agency licensed under part III of chapter 400 or to a patient in 156 

a local county detention facility as defined in s. 951.23(1), if 157 

the certified nursing assistant or home health aide meets the 158 

requirements of s. 464.2035 or s. 400.489, respectively. 159 

(c) A registered nurse may not delegate the administration 160 

of any controlled substance listed in Schedule II, Schedule III, 161 

or Schedule IV of s. 893.03 or 21 U.S.C. s. 812, except for the 162 

administration of an insulin syringe that is prefilled with the 163 

proper dosage by a pharmacist or an insulin pen that is 164 

prefilled by the manufacturer. 165 

Section 4. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 464.2035, 166 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 167 

464.2035 Administration of medication.— 168 

(1) A certified nursing assistant may administer oral, 169 

transdermal, ophthalmic, otic, rectal, inhaled, enteral, or 170 

topical prescription medication to a resident of a nursing home 171 

facility as defined in s. 400.021 or may administer oral, 172 

transdermal, ophthalmic, otic, rectal, inhaled, enteral, or 173 

topical prescription medication to a patient of a home health 174 
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agency licensed under part III of chapter 400 or to a patient in 175 

a county detention facility as defined in s. 951.23(1) if the 176 

certified nursing assistant has been delegated such task by a 177 

registered nurse licensed under part I of this chapter, has 178 

satisfactorily completed an initial 6-hour training course 179 

approved by the board, and has been found competent to 180 

administer medication to a patient in a safe and sanitary 181 

manner. The training, determination of competency, and initial 182 

and annual validation required under this section must be 183 

conducted by a registered nurse licensed under this chapter or a 184 

physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459. 185 

(3) The board, in consultation with the Agency for Health 186 

Care Administration, shall establish by rule standards and 187 

procedures that a certified nursing assistant must follow when 188 

administering medication to a resident of a nursing home 189 

facility or to a patient of a home health agency. Such rules 190 

must, at a minimum, address qualification requirements for 191 

trainers, requirements for labeling medication, documentation 192 

and recordkeeping, the storage and disposal of medication, 193 

instructions concerning the safe administration of medication, 194 

informed-consent requirements and records, and the training 195 

curriculum and validation procedures. 196 

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023. 197 
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March 26, 2023 

 

The Honorable Travis Hutson 

Chair, Committee on Fiscal Policy 

420 Senate Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

 

Dear Chair Hutson, 

 

I respectfully request an excused absence from the March 28, 2023, meeting of the Committee 

on Fiscal Policy. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Corey Simon 
 

Corey Simon 

Senator, District 03 
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1:33:49 PM Nancy Stoaks 
1:33:57 PM Senator Jones 
1:34:12 PM Nancy Stoaks 
1:35:03 PM Senator Osgood 
1:35:38 PM Nancy Stoaks 
1:37:10 PM Senator Osgood 
1:37:56 PM Nancy Stoaks 
1:39:09 PM Trevor Waller 
1:45:36 PM Senator Berman 
1:45:54 PM Trevor Waller 
1:46:15 PM Kathryn Sorenson 
1:51:13 PM Rhea Das 
1:53:26 PM Senator Mayfield 
1:53:41 PM Rhea Das 
1:53:50 PM Senator Mayfield 
1:54:39 PM Rhea Das 
1:55:04 PM Annie F 
1:57:32 PM Ida Wright 
2:01:01 PM Gharlah Fils-Aime 
2:03:43 PM Debate: 
2:03:50 PM Chair Hutson 
2:04:17 PM Senator Stewart 
2:06:10 PM Senator Jones 
2:12:18 PM Senator Torres 
2:18:30 PM Senator Calatayud 
2:22:40 PM Senator Osgood 
2:24:25 PM Senator Berman 
2:32:05 PM Senator Thompson 
2:35:13 PM Senator Boyd 
2:37:16 PM Senator Grall closes on the bill 
2:41:28 PM Roll call on SB 300 
2:41:57 PM Chair Hutson reports the bill 
2:42:25 PM Senator Thompson moves to record a missed vote 
2:42:56 PM Senator Garcia moves to record a missed vote 
2:42:56 PM Senator Osgood moves to record a missed vote 
2:43:24 PM Senator Jones moves to record a missed vote 
2:43:32 PM Senator Collins moves to record a missed vote 
2:43:45 PM Meeting adjourned 


	Intro
	Bill and Amendment List Report
	Expanded Agenda (Long)

	Tab 1
	S00052
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	615480
	00052c2
	Appearance forms s00052


	Tab 2
	S00076
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	00076c1
	Appearance forms s00076


	Tab 3
	S00284
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	00284c2
	Appearance forms s00284


	Tab 4
	S00300
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	298486
	965740
	00300__
	Appearance forms s00300 1
	Appearance forms s00300 2
	Appearance forms s00300 3


	Tab 5
	S00306
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	00306c2
	Appearance forms s00306


	Tab 6
	S00508
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	00508__
	Appearance forms s00508


	Tab 7
	S00558
	FP Bill Analysis 3/28/2023
	00558c1
	Appearance forms s00558

	Comment
	Sen Simon FP Meeting Absence Letter
	TagReport FP Meeting 3.28.23





