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Page 1 of 1 

Tab 9 
SB 32 by Gibson; (Identical to H 06509) Relief of former employees of Fairfax Street Wood Treaters by the 

State of Florida 

 

Tab 10 
SB 680 by Hutson (CO-INTRODUCERS) Gruters, Stewart, Berman, Book; (Identical to H 00401) Shark 

Fins 
871632  A       S     WD          EN, Hutson               Delete L.10 - 33:        01/31 03:37 PM   
926996  A       S     RCS         EN, Hutson               Delete L.10 - 33:        02/03 07:23 PM   

 

Tab 11 SB 1152 by Broxson; Brownfield Site Rehabilitation 

654146  A       S     RCS         EN, Broxson              Delete L.16 - 33.        02/03 07:23 PM   

 

Tab 12 SB 1720 by Cruz; (Similar to H 01427) Florida Safe Drinking Water Act 

 

Tab 13 SB 1878 by Bradley (CO-INTRODUCERS) Mayfield; Environmental Protection 

628664  D       S     RCS         EN, Bradley              Delete everything after  02/03 07:23 PM   

 

Tab 14 SB 688 by Wright; (Similar to CS/H 00327) Illegal Taking and Possession of Bears 

920744  D       S     RCS         EN, Wright               Delete everything after  02/03 07:23 PM   

 

Tab 15 SB 826 by Mayfield; (Identical to H 01329) Marina Evacuations 

363196  D       S     RCS         EN, Mayfield             Delete everything after  02/03 07:23 PM   

 

Tab 16 SB 1414 by Mayfield; (Compare to H 00777) Fish and Wildlife Activities 

523760  A       S     RCS         EN, Mayfield             Delete L.70 - 73:        02/03 07:23 PM   
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2020 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 Senator Montford, Chair 

 Senator Albritton, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Monday, February 3, 2020 

TIME: 4:00—6:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Montford, Chair; Senator Albritton, Vice Chair; Senators Berman, Mayfield, and Wright 
 

TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

 
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-

named executive appointments to the office indicated.  
 

 
 

 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission   

1  Barreto, Rodney L. (Coral Gables) 01/05/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

  Hudson, Steven W. (Fort Lauderdale) 08/01/2022 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of Northwest Florida Water Management 
District 

  

2  Cyphers, Brett J. (Tallahassee) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 

 

 Governing Board of the St. Johns River Water Management 
District 

  

3  Davis, Daniel J. (Jacksonville) 03/01/2020 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

  Howse, Ronald S. (Cocoa) 03/01/2023 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of St. Johns River Water Management 
District 

  

4  Shortelle, Ann B. (Gainesville) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 

 

 Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management 
District 

  

5  Butler, Benjamin L. (Lorida) 03/01/2020 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 

 

  Bergeron, Ronald M. (Weston) 03/01/2022 Temporarily Postponed 
 

 Executive Director of South Florida Water Management 
District 

  

6  Bartlett, Andrew "Drew" (Lake Worth Beach) Pleasure of the Board Not Considered 
 

 Governing Board of the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District 

  

7  Bispham, Paul J. (Myakka City) 03/01/2021 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

  Weightman, Seth (Dade City) 03/01/2023 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 



COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

Environment and Natural Resources 
Monday, February 3, 2020, 4:00—6:00 p.m.            
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TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

  Schleicher, Joel A. (Sarasota) 03/01/2023 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

  Rice, Kelly S. (Webster) 03/01/2023 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

  Germann, Roger W., Jr. (Tampa) 03/01/2022 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of Southwest Florida Water Management 
District 

  

8  Armstrong, Brian J. (San Antonio) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
9 
 

 
SB 32 

Gibson 
(Identical H 6509) 
 

 
Relief of former employees of Fairfax Street Wood 
Treaters by the State of Florida; Providing for the 
relief of former employees of Fairfax Street Wood 
Treaters; directing the Department of Health to 
collaborate with the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health to develop specified data for 
certain purposes; providing an appropriation to 
compensate the former employees for injuries and 
damages sustained as a result of the negligence of 
the Department of Environmental Protection, the 
Department of Financial Services, and the 
Department of Health, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Favorable 
HP   
JU   
AP   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
 

 
10 
 

 
SB 680 

Hutson 
(Identical H 401) 
 

 
Shark Fins; Prohibiting the import, export, and sale of 
shark fins, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
CM   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 
 

 
11 
 

 
SB 1152 

Broxson 
 

 
Brownfield Site Rehabilitation; Increasing the total 
amount of tax credits which may be granted for 
certain contaminated site rehabilitations each year; 
providing that potential brownfield sites owned by the 
state or a local government which are impacted by 
PFAS are eligible to participate in a brownfield site 
rehabilitation agreement regardless of contribution, 
etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
FT   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
 



COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

Environment and Natural Resources 
Monday, February 3, 2020, 4:00—6:00 p.m.            
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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
12 
 

 
SB 1720 

Cruz 
(Similar H 1427) 
 

 
Florida Safe Drinking Water Act; Requiring the 
Department of Environmental Protection to adopt and 
implement rules for statewide maximum contaminant 
levels for specified pollutants by a date certain, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Favorable 
AEG   
AP   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 
 

 
13 
 

 
SB 1878 

Bradley 
 

 
Environmental Protection; Requiring a minimum 
annual appropriation for Everglades restoration and 
the protection of water resources in this state 
beginning in a specified fiscal year; providing 
requirements for the allocation of such funding; 
providing for future repeal of the appropriation unless 
reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment 
by the Legislature, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
AEG   
AP   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
 

 
14 
 

 
SB 688 

Wright 
(Similar CS/H 327) 
 

 
Illegal Taking and Possession of Bears; Prohibiting 
certain taking and possession of bears; providing 
penalties, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
CJ   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 4 Nays 0 
 

 
15 
 

 
SB 826 

Mayfield 
(Identical H 1329, Compare CS/H 
395) 
 

 
Marina Evacuations; Prohibiting vessels under a 
specified weight from remaining in certain marinas 
that have been deemed not suitable for refuge during 
a hurricane after the issuance of a hurricane watch or 
warning for the waters of the marina; providing for 
civil penalties, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
IS   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
 

 
16 
 

 
SB 1414 

Mayfield 
(Compare H 777) 
 

 
Fish and Wildlife Activities; Prohibiting certain 
harassment of hunters, trappers, and fishers within or 
on public lands or publicly or privately owned wildlife 
and fish management areas, or in or on public waters; 
authorizing the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to designate additional annual free 
freshwater and saltwater fishing days; prohibiting the 
keeping, possessing, importing, selling, bartering, 
trading, or breeding of certain species except for 
educational or research purposes, etc. 
 
EN 02/03/2020 Fav/CS 
AG   
RC   
 

 
Fav/CS 
        Yeas 5 Nays 0 
 



COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

Environment and Natural Resources 
Monday, February 3, 2020, 4:00—6:00 p.m.            
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TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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I, Laurel M. Lee, Secretary of State,
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Conservation Commission
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confirmedby Hie Senate during the next regular session  fjh 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the
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RECEIVED
Ron DeSantis 2019 Jl/L 24 AM 8=51

01 VISION  r ELECTIONS
TALLAHASSEE, FL

Governor

July 19,2019

Secretary Laurel M, Lee

Department of State
R. A. Gray B ilding, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appoi tment under the provisions of
Article IV, Sectio  9, Florida Constitution:

as a member of the Florida Fish a d Wildlife Conservation Commission, succeeding Joshua
Kellam, subject to confirmation by the Sen te. This appointment is effective July 19,2019,

for a term ending Ja uary 5,2024.

Mr. Rodney Barreto
460 Marquesa Drive
Coral Gables, Florida 33156

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Gove  or

RD/dc

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717-9249



received

OATH OF OFFICE msCf-s mm,
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)   Hn ,u   '

STATE OF FLORIDA

Count  of NU wu b de.

..." ELECTIONS
rALLAHASS F.FL  

HAND DELIVERED
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 1 will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, an  that I will well and f ithfully perform the duties of

Florida fish and ofiAlife Commissioh
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so l i  me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you ma fait Jfi  yords  so help me G \pe § 92.52, Fla. Stat.)

*»*  »**,  
MIREYAC ftB LLOSA

fl  COMMISSION#GG283M7<
EXPI ES; F# uafy 22.2023

Sigml re

\orn to and subscribed b fore n\e
A  

thisCX  )day of ¦ 2019

aAhaJUcnd
ojpffxcer Mmim  hg Oath or of Notary Public

' fYhrefa. (lark)Do n
Print, Type, or Stamp Commissio  d Name of  ota y Public

Per o ally K ow  S-f OR Produced Ide tification E 

Type of Identification Produced   

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: EU Home SI Office

235 CafolDniaOuue
Street or Post Office Box

Co al fabl  , ft 3313 
City. State, Zip Code

Pri



A black ah  white copy of t ismmmmmmmmMmwmmwi

:partment of state
Division of Elections

I, Laurel M. Lee, Secretary of State,
do hereby certify that   llirjl 1

Steven IV. Hudson

is duIy app Hited a member of llic if

Wildlife Conserv tion Commission

for a term begiqmng onj
22 and is subject to be

confirihedL)ydhe Sen te during the next regular sessioryaf the :.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the
State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the
the Fifth dav Sepiem k, IBlfc  2019.

li



Ron DeSantis
Governor

received
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rALLAHASSEE.FL

July 19,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Brono gh Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised 1 have made the fo lowing appointment under the provisions of
Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution:

Steven Hudson
1799 Sou heast 9th Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316

as a member of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, a succeeding

Carlos Beruff, subject to confirm tion b  the Senate. This appoint ent is effective Jul 

19,2019, for a term endi g August 1,2022.

Si cerely,

RD/dc

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717- 249



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Broward

OATH OF OFFIc ECEiVEL
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)

ARTMEN! ,: i.Mi 

2811 SEP 5 AM 9:38

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution  nd
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida: that I a  duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the St te, and that 1 will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioner
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help  e God.

jNOTE: If you affirm, you may on# drds  so help me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.l

A4fc .
REV  FLETCHER

Notary Public ¦ State of Florida
Commission fiGG 250561

off fv My Comm. Expires D c 14. 2022
Bonded through N tional Not ry  ssn.

Signal,

worn to an  s bscribed befor  me this db cno/Sc & b r  AOiq.

Si namre of Of icer Admi isteri g Oath o  of Notary Public

Tfej/ *   _   _
Print, Type, or Stam  Com i  ion d N  e of Sotary P blic

Perso ally Known OR Prod ced Identificatio  E 

Type of Ide tification Pro uc      

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the  bove Oath of Office.

M iling  ddress:   Home 0 Office

1535 SE 17th Street, ste 107
Street or Post Office Box

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
City, State, Zip Code

DS-DE56 (Rev. 11/16)





Ron DeSantis
Governor 2019OCT 26 PM(2= 3

September 4,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee
Department of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appoint ent under the provisions of
Section 373.079(4)(a)/ Florida Statutes:

as Executive Director of the Northwest Florida Water Management District, subject to

confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective September 4,2019.

Mr. Brett Cyphers
81 Water Management Drive
Havana, FL 32333

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 * (850) 717-9249



LIVEREO

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Gadsden

OATH OF OFFICE  
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.) |j PARf  ENT OF STAIE

201  AUG 2!

D|VT!?I?N OF ELECTIORS
TALLAHASSEE, FL

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I  ill support, protect, and defend t e Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Executive Director, Northwest Florida Water Management Distric 
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words  so help me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

Signature

Sworn tofRpd subscribed be  re me this ( day of_

Officer Administering Oath or of Notary Public

GRACEMADAMS

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Nam

Personally Known  Sf OR Proa

A    Commission n GG 037131
BtpiresDecember-11,2020
Bondsd Thru TmMi buufano* 00O-385-7 il

Type of Identi ication Produced

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Of ice.

Mailing Address: D Home El Office

81 Water Management Dr. Brett J. Cyphers
Street or Post Office Box

Havana, FL 32333
City, State, Zip Code

Print Name

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Brett J. Cyphers

Executive Director of Northwest Florida Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Brett J. Cyphers

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 8-014(03/04/13)



The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

WITNESS S NAME: Brett J. Cyphers

ANSWER: idq  
Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  The witness s answer shall
be noted in the record. 

COMMITTEE NAME: Environment and Natural Resources

DATE: 2/3/20

File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002 (01/12/2015)



Daniel J. Davis

as. a1

1  Governin  Board,
Saint Johns River Water Mai

=

IWS'l
for a term begin ing on the Twenty-Third da o  uga
2019, until the Fi s
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rring the next regular session of the

I   I WUlilriven  ndwmny Fmmt afnFthe Great Seal of the
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Ron DeSantis
Governor

. RECEIVED
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DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

August 23,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee
Department of S ate
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Brenough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secr tary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions of

Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Daniel Davis
9301 Crystal S rings Road
Jacksonville, FL 32221

as a member of the St. Johns River Water Management Dis rict Governing Board,
succeeding Allan Roberts, subject to confirma ion by the Senate. This appointment is

effective August 23,2019 for a term ending March 1,2020.

Si cerely,

D/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717-9249



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of

OATH OF OFFICE
8 5m,F .C«,.., mKl_z  

I l,.i,  

MlSIOu 6fF.fr. :'f

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I  ill suppor , protect, and defend the Constitution an 
Gove  ment of the United States and of the State of Florid ; that I am duly qualified to hold
office unde  the Constitution of the St te, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

the Governing Board, Saint Johns River Water Management District
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

Sworn to and subscribed before me thisJ- dr day of  - h&A ,, .1

:    
1 of Officer Administering Oath or oj Nota y Public

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name ofNotaty Public

Personally Known £   OR Produced Identification  

Type of Identification Produced

2+1
BA BARA ANNKWEACIG

•!l MY COMMISSION # GB077991
EXPIRES February 28,2021

ignature

A \ / (

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: D Home 0 Ofj

3 Independent Drive
Street or Post Office Box

Jacksonville, Florida, 32258

Daniel J. Davis
Pri t Name3 

City, State, Zip Code Signature



5

LO
PARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Eleel

I, M. Lee, Secretary of State.

is du]

Ronald Bowse

ted as

Governing Board,
Saint Johns River Water Mai

for a term beginning on the Twenty-Third day of August, A.D..
2019, until the sut tct'W

by the Senate d ring the nex t  eg la  session of the

M

£.
WM -==  ¦ =State of Florida ' at Tallahassee, the Capital, this

the Twenty-First day of October, A.D., 2019.

Secretary of State

DSDE 99 (3/03)



Ron DeSantis

RFPFiVFFl „
DEPARTMENT OF STAI

Governor 2019  UG 27 AH9H3
OlViSION OF ELECTIONS

TAM.A /i  FE.FI

August 25f 2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
R, A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronou h Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following reappointment under the provisio s of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

as a member of the St. Johns River Water Management District Gove  ing Board, subject to
co firmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective August 23,2019 for a term ending
March 1,2023.

Mr. Ronald Howse
3531 Indian River Drive
Cocoa, FL 32926

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee; Florida 32399 * (850) 717-9249



.. re ceiv el-
oath OF OFFICE   ,

(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla, Const.)  S OCT 15 AM 10= 59

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of MIAMI-DADE

1 do solem ly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to  old
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER, ST JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit jip words  so help me Go .  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.l

(Q) D)
u

ELIZABETH ALFONSO
Notary Public - State ol Florida

Commission  0 037173
My Co  . Expires Oct 10, 2
Pnnric,rtt r iQh Natl°nal Np ary,

Swo   to and s bscribed before me this  c  day of  

Signature of Offic rJkatmni tering Oath or of Notary Public

kv. /r* ft -  
Print, Typ , or Stamp Commissioned Name ofNotaiy Public

Pe sonally Known O OR P oduced Identification

H  rn y s 1 r*rt firm J     / .  

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the  bove Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: Cl Home 0 Office

PQ BOX 237237  RONALD HOWSE
Street or Post Office Box Prin

COCOA FL 32923   
City, State, Zip Code Sign

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)
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September 4,2019

Secreta y L urel M, Lee
De artment of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronou h Street
Tallahassee, Florid  32399-0250

Dear Secretar  Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions of
Section 373.079{4)(a), Florida Statutes:

as Executive Director of the St. Johns River Water Management District, subject to

confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective September 4,2019.

Ms. Ann B. Shortelle
4047 Reid Street P.O. Box 1429
Palatka FL 32178

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717-9249



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Putnam

OATH OF OFFICE     CEiVEi;
1 fit  I Ml K"   * • t

(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.) '

OTSE 24 AH 9:36

VIVI s iQti OF  O c-Q 1 j

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support,  rotect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Executive Director, St. Johns River Water Management District

(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you nmy-omit the wonjs  so

Signature

Swo n to a d subscribed before me thfrfPxJday of  b   

KATHY F. BREED
Notary Public • State of F londa

Commission « GG 232117
My Com ..Ex ires Sep I, 2022

Bonded through N tional Not ry  ssn,

Signature of Off c f-Adth in isle ri ng Ocfh or of Notary Public

-C
Print, Type, o  Stamp  ommissioned Name  f Notary' P blic

Personally Known Produc d Identification D

Type of Identification Produced 

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: E] Home 0 Office

4049 Reid Street
Street or Po t Office Box

Pala ka, FL 32177
City, State, Zip Code

Ann B. Shortelle, Ph.D

Sign ture

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Ann B. Shortelle

Executive Director of St. Johns River Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Dr. AnnB. Shortelle

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 S-014 (03/04/13)



The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

WITNESS S NAME: Ann Shortelle

ANSWER: _ido 
Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Stat tes:  The witness s answer shall
be noted in the record. 

COMMITTEE NAME: Environment and Natural Resources

DATE: 2/3/20

File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002 (01/12/2015)





Ron DeSantis
Governor

RECEIVED

2019 NOy -6' PH 3:09

yjsioH ecnoNs'll

f LLAHASSEF, FI

November 5,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of Sta e
R. A, Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Stree 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the followi g appointment under tire provisions of
Section 373.073, Florid  Statutes:

Mr. Benja in Butler
608 Butler s Bluff Rd
Lorida,FL 3385 

as a member of the South Florida W ter Management District Governing Board,
succeeding Daniel O'Keefe, subject to confi mation by the Senate. This ap ointment is

effective November 5,2019, for a term ending March 1,2020.

Si cerely,

c ~'
Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717-9249



OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. H. § 5(b), Fla. Const)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Palm Beach

RECEIVED
DEPARTMENT'CF stail 

2111 MO -8 m 9 0I

;/rrA iHfc,Ni Of 3{A{t
DIVISION o  elections

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Governing Board Member, South Florida Water  anagement District
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm,  ou may omit the words  so help me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

7
Signature

Sworn to arfchsubscribed  efore me this  j day of Tl S     

Signature of Officer Administering Oath or of Notary Public

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally Known OR Produced Identification CD

Type of Identification Produced 

ACCEPTANCE
I acce t the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: IZjHome D Office

608 Butler's Bluff Road Benjamin ("Ben") Butler
Street or Post Office Box

Lorida, FL 33857
Cit , State, Zip Code

Print N me

Signature

BS-BE 56 ( ev. 11/1 )



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALL HASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Benjamin L. Butler

Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Benjamin L. Butler

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

Senator Bill Montford
As Chair and by authorit  bf t e committee

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 S-014 (03/04/13)



The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE WITNESS O TH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

WITNESS S NAME: Benjamin Butler

ANSWER: _mo 
Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  The witness s answer shall
be noted in the record. 

COMMITTEE NAME: Environment and Natural Resources

DATE: 2/3/20

File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002 (01/12/2015)
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1, Laurel M. Lee, Secret ry of State,
do hereby certify that

f Ronald M. Bergeron, Sr.

is duly appointe  a member of the

Governing Board,
South Florida Water Mana ement District

for a term beginning on the Twelfth day of April, A.D., 2019,
until the First day of March, A.D., 2022  nd is subject to b|l
confirme  by the Senate during the next re ular session of the
Legislature.

i ;

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the
State o f Florida, at Tall hassee, the Capital, thi 
the Ninth da   of May  A,D., 2019.

V      

Secretary of State

// mm m
DSUE 99, (3/03) 
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RECEIVED
Ron DeSantis

2819 APR 23  H 10=  8

INS

Governor

April 12,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
R. A. Gray B ilding, Roo  316
500 South Bronoug  Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

as a member of the Governing Board, South Florida Water Management District, filling the
seat vacated by Carlos Diaz, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is
effective April 12,2019, for a term ending March 1,2022.

Mr. Ronald Bergeron
19612 Southwest 69th Place
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33332

Sincerely,

Ron DeSa tis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717 '9249



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of

OATH OF OFFICE received
(Art.II. § 5(b),Fla.C<msb) DE ARTMEN[   ¦¦:.*!!

21118 HAY-7  M 9:21

i.'EL. I7a I I I N i t7f v t/"A I E-
OIVISION OF ELECTIONS

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that Fwill support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States a i of tne State of Florida  t at I am duly quali ied to hold
office under the Co stitution of t e  tat  nd hatT wilfwel 1 and faithfully perform the duties of

/ \

the Governing Board o lne South Florida Water Management District
('

on which 1 am now aboufto enter, so help

hie of Office)

e God.

[NOTE: If you affirn , you may omit th words  so hejp me C od/  See

ignat re \ / .

Sworn tjb and subscrib   b fore me this day of

Sjg aiurepf Officer  dministe ing Oath or of Notary Public

TI A W. OAKES [ // l (fl jfY)
Otar  i0n i GG '• 97772 faint, Type, or Stamp Commissioned  ame of Notary Public

y Comm. Expir  Ju>W ; f j
QF   RnnHed through Nation otary  Vnnwr, Xi OR f Produced Ide tification LJ

Type of Identificatfo  Produced

ACCEPT
I accept the office listed in the  bove O th of Offl

Mailing Address: D Home

!%JZ Sl 1 k 4  
Street or Post Office Box \.

Chy, State, Zip Code '

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/1 )



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Ronald M. Bergeron

Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Ronald M. Bergeron

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 3-014(03/04/13)
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Division of Elections

-aureHd Ce  Secretary of State,
do hereby certifyihat ' gi

'if "Drew " Bartlett
'Mo'W anted

South Florida Water Management Df
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fl t'll = -
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:rm ie Fo®th Bptember, A.D,,
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« to serve at the pleasure of the District s Governing Board 
and is subject to be confirmed by the Senate  l S g  H xt  

- E t» KS}i
s <» <

== ¦ ¦=¦
Scg «

12®
E9.S@ 

Given wn e  my hand and. the=Gres fi
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DSDE 99 (3/03)



Ron DeSantis
Governor

RECEIVED

September 4,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Le 
Depa tment of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secreta y Lee:

Please be advised I have m de the following appointment unde  the provisions of
Section 373.079(4)(a), Florida Statutes:

as Executive Director of the South Florida Water Management District, subject to
confirination by the Senate. This appointment is effective September 4,2019.

Mr. Drew Bartlett
3301 Gun. Club Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Since ely,

Ron DeSantis
Gove  or

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 ¦ (850) 717-9249



WD DELIVERED

OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of l  COl  

DcR ftrMENT OF STAff:

M9HAR27 PM 2:20
tilVfSIG  OF ELFCr wc

TALLA ASSEE. FtNS

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend t e Constitution and
Government of the U ited States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

puLfeg-TPE-j  fr 2-
(Title of Office)  . 5T\A ErC T 0 ISTl  . r'

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God,

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words  so help me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

Signature

Sworn to aM absc bed befo e me this  k day of _ lo\Q .

TORI DEAL    
St'E   Commission # FF 957701

Expires March 5,2020 5 4
vfS wjp1 n AmA Ttvu TrovFiin  Mirtnc* 0OO-3<l5-7'Jlb •

Signature of dfficrr  dmfn iste ing Oath or of Nota y Public

F«in******80Q-3<i5-7at9_   j-r  .'| J

Print, Type, o  Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Produced Identification ( 1

Type of Identification Produced 

Perso ally Known yt or

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office,

Mailing Address: D Home GJoffice

33o l fct
Street or Post Office Box

City, State, Zip Code

i d pw  p e g-rL err
Print N me

Signature

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALL HASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Andrew "Drew" Bartlett

Executive Director of South Florida Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Andrew "Drew" Bartlett

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 S-014 (03/04/13)
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LTOrel M. Lee, Secretary of State,
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Board,
Southwest Flori a Water

let'
eni

for a term beginning on the Fifth day of November  

nfirm jbtf t| i|ifhlite duMgftitrftixt regular session of the
Legislature. ~  

,

iGlmmmSik m Hand and tEe Great Seal of the
State of Flo ida, at Tallahassee, the Capital, this
the Sixth day of December, A.D., 2019.  

Secretary of State   m j ifc  

DSDE 99 (3/03)
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received
Ron DeSantis

Governor ZOI9NOy-6 PH 3:09

November 5,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
TaUahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secre ary Lee:

Please be advised I have ma e the following a pointment under the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

as a member of the Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing  oard,
succeedin  John Henslick, sub ect to confir a ion b  the Senate. This appoin me t is
effective November 5,2019, for a term ending March 1,2021.

Mr. Paul Jack Bispham
27400 Gopher Hill Road
Myakka City, FL 34251

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 * (850) 717-9249



OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)

STATE OF FLORIDA

Count)' of mllsbQr0Ugh

R*   - .   - i

2013 DEC -6 PH 2:08

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida  that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and t at I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing Board Member

Office 

on which 1 am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may o it I F wqrds  so heip ne Go i   See § 92.52, Fl . Stat.}

CA OLINE BROWNING
Notary Public ¦ State of Florida

Commis ion * GG 314693
or t\.° My Co m, Expires Sep 16, 2022

Bonded through National Notary A  n

r
Signature

Sworn to and s bscribed before me this tl day

Gha C '  v WM.r f
Signatu e of O ficer JdministenngYyath or of  otary Public

Gflfoli e £>foiA)mYy£) 
Print  Type, or Stamp Com issioned Name of Notary Public

Per onally K own   OR Prod ced Identification C 

Type of Identification P oduced 

oymtiCYV

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: [ Home D Office

Zn lQO O fiftorUtM
Street or Post Office  ix „

i lt(lLl{A  citt 7 / S  Sf
Cit Stale, Zip Code '

DS-DE 56 (Rev, 11/16)



>F
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Ejections

, Laurel M7Lee, Secretary of State,
do hereby certif frt f fi

Seth Weightman

is duly ap] >er oi

Gove rili g Board,
Southwest Florida Water  an icni

or a term beginning on the Fifth day of  ovember

mod by the Semite during ilie  exl regular session of the
rislatflft. ~ "

9,

State of Florida, at Tallahassee, the Capital this
the Sixth day of December, A.D., 2019 

Secretary of State

DSDE 99 (3703)

j 



received
Ron DeSantis

2019NOV -6 PH 3:09Governor

November 5,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
R. A. Gra  B ilding, Room 316
500 South Brono gh Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear S cretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the followi g appointment under the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

as a member of the Sou hwest Florida Water Management District Governi g Board,
succeeding Randall Ma gard, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is
effective November 5,2019, for a term ending March 1,2023.

Mr. Seth Weightma 
37631 Fairfield Lane
Dade City, FL 33525

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Gove  or

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 717-9249



OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.) MM dec -6 p/i 2:08

STATE OF FLORIDA ... .. ,
-  -

County of Hillsborough  '     'V;

1 do solemnly swear (or aff rm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitu ion and
Government of the United States and of the St te of Florida; that 1 am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithf lly perform the duties of

Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing Board Member
' (Ti tle of Office) 

on  hich 1 am now about to enter, so help me God,

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may .omit th ord  s ii LpLine God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

. CAROLINE BROWNING
Notary Public • State of Florid 

Commission <r GG 314693
My Comm. E pires Sep 1 .2022

Bonded through National Notary As n.

»

Signat re

Sworn to and subsc ibed befo e me this I   day of .  0  

Sig ature of Officer Administering Oath or of Notary Public

Caroline fer vunius  
Pri t, Type, or St  p Commissioned N me of Notary Public

Per onally K  wn 0  OR Produced Identificatio    

Type of Identification P oduced    

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Ad ress: [ Home D Office

- fryPi-Prl ls}i/lD 
Street or Post Office Box

City, State, Zip Co3

CeAb  e\f) Amo vo
Print ami  

Signatu

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)





RECEIVED
Ron DeSantis

Governor 2019 JUL 24  M 8:52

Division CF ELECTIONS
T LLA ASSEE. FL

July 12,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee
Department of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

ear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised 1 have made the following reappoi tme t under the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Joel Schleicher
P.O. Box 4273
Sarasota, Florida 34230

as a member of the Southwest Florida Water Management District, subject to confirmation
by the Senate. This a pointment is effec ive July 12,2019, for a term ending March 1,2023.

Sincerely,

Ron DeSantis
Governor

RD/dc

Ti ir /-' a niT  M



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Hernando

OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. 0. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Southwest Florida Water Management Governing Board  ember
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words  so help me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.j

•u«vAjeiONlB JOncN4Snoi papuoa i
0r9l S«Ji  3-auuo3Aw >

00   ucissiUiiuo    fX.t - .
ppuo)3 jo aws * <JplcN

ONlNttO S 3MI10HVD >

Signpfu/e

to and subscribed before me this day of

( fy\/svjrd \r~yy 
Sig ature of Officer Administering Oath or of Notary Public

0<7iroli  e foro ni y)
Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned N me of Notary Public

Personally K own s/ OR Produced Identification D

Type of Id  tification Produced    

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office,

Mailing Address: D Home D Office

Post Office Box 4273
Street or Post Office Box

Sarasota FL 34230
City, State, Zip Code

Joel A. Schleicher

nature

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)





Ron DeSantis
Govkrnor

JJEPARrMENTOFSTAIt

9SEP 18 AM 9:08
O'VISION OF ELECTIONS

TALl .AMASSRP. F .

September 17,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee

Department of State
.R. A. Gray Buildin , Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secret ry Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following reappoi tment u der the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Kelly Rice
PO Box 648
Webster, FL 33597

as a member of the Southwest Florida Water Management District Governing Board,
subject to confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective September 17,2019 for
a term ending March 1,2023.

Ron DeSantis
Gove  or

RD/ sk

THE CAPITOL



OATH OF OFFICE
(Art. II, § 5(b), Fla. Const)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of  umter 

...fj.ECElVFi,
. -• / .v : M;; S  [ : ,-;i.

20,9 OCT 29 Aft iQ:

i V si    of  

l do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution  f the State, an  that I will  ell and faithfully perform the duties of

Governing Board, Southwest Florida Water Management District
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, sp help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you m y opiit the words  so help me Gpd.  See § 92.52, Fl . Stat.]

Alysia Diane Akins
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF FLORID 
Comm# GG306660
Expires 3/12/2023

Signature

Swo r  to and subscribed before me this r)3 day of Odv&r MlO

Sig ature a# O ficer Administering Oath or of Notary Public

'SF(X bi MJ? f ki'A£
P int, Type, or Stamp Commi sioned Name of Notary Public

Perso ally KnownOR Produced Ide tificatio  Q

Type of Ide tif cation P oduced   

ACCEPTANCE
I  ccept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing A dress: 0 Home 0 Office

1034 W 0 48     Kelly Shelton Rice
Street or Post O fice Box Print Name

Bushnell, FI 33513    
City, State, Zip Code Si nature

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)

tr, r •
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Lee, Secretary of State,
do he eby certify dial

Roger Germann

a iiicinl

|i  W Governing Board,
Southwest Florida Water Mai

lift
lilt



Ron DeSantis
Governor

RECEIVED-
DEPARTMENTQF STAI

2019 SEP 18 AH 9:08
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

T/ .!J  HASSFF. FL

September 17,2019

Secretary Laurel M. Lee
Department of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Lee:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions of
Section 373.073, Florida Statutes:

Mr. Roger German 
2612 West Morrison Ave
Tam a, FL 33629

as a member of the Southwest Florida Water Ma agement District Governing Board,

succeeding Terrell Wi gin , subject to confirmation by the Senate. This a pointment is

effective September 17,2019 for a term ending March 1,2022.

Sincerely,

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL



(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.)

STATE OF FLORIDA

County of

OATH OF OFFICEr,ES £ rl !t' . |;

2019 001-2 AM 10-1 

DIVISION Of ELECTIOk!

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will  upport, p otect, and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qu lified to hold
office under the Constitution of the St te, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

f \ql <Aa Distric   o\/ef \n  board Memb<
(TitleofO fice)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words  scnhelp me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. St t]

1 * *  C      

« CA OLINE BROWNING I
I Nouiyfublic-State of Florida ,
i tommhjtor # GG 314693

MyComm. t<pir«Sep 16, 2022 1
<   Boot d ttirou|h National Notary Assn. I
*  ~*   i >ri g r iiiii  i r Li . ,

Sig at re  

Swo n to and subscribed before me this J  day of SWtem  W ,2o\4

QlamS-  
Signature of Off c r Administering Oath or of Notary Public

CdiroUrv  R ow  imPrint, Type, or Stamp Commissio ed Namebf Notary Public

Perso ally K own   OR Produced Identification Cl

Type of Id ntificatio   rod ced  i 

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

r

Mailing Address: C] Home f foffice

lol  )r
Street or Post Office Box~Tau p/i G ( - tg ax

City, State, £ip Code

e   V

1A
ame

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)
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STATE OF  fM Mttf.

Division of Elections
f  

I, Laurel M: Lee, Secretary of State,
do hereby certif  that

Brian J. Armstrong

is duly appointed

Executive Director,
Southwest Florida Water Management

District

;fpr a term beginning on the Fourth fay of September, A.D.,
2019, to serve at the pleasure of the District s Governing Board
and is subject to be confirmed by the Senate du ing the next
re ular session of the Legislature.

t/       '   *
Given under  y hand and the Great Seal of the
State of Florida, at Tall hassee, the Capital, this
the Seventeenth d y of September, A.D., 2019 

Secretary of State

DSDE99 (3/03)
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September 4,2019

Secretary Laurel M, Lee
De artment of State
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secreta y Lee:

Please be advised I have made the followin  a pointment under the provisions of
Section 373.079(4)(a), Florida Statutes:

Mr. Brian Armstrong
2379 Broad Street
Brooksville, FL 34604

as Executive Director of the Southwest Florida Water Management District, subject to
confir ation by the Senate. This appointment is effective September 4,2019.

Sincerely,

RD/sk

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 ° (850) 717-9249



STATE OF FLORIDA

County of Hernando

(Art. II. § 5(b), Fla. Const.1)'

OATH OF OFFI< g)V El':;.

MWg£r-3 W 10:33

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution  nd
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualifie  to hol 
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

Southwest Florida Water Management District Executive Director
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

[NOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the wor s  so hel  me God.  See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

CARA S. MARTIN
otary Public - State of Florida

f*V m3'i Comml**ion # GG 060252
My Comm Expires May 1, 2021
Bonded through Natmat Notary Assn

Sworn to and subsc ibed before me this day of f

'ahfI t   » ..   - -.      ; 
Slgnaturfof O ficer Administeri g Oath or of Notary Public

¦  o-A ffkrUQ-
Print, Type, or St mp Commissioned Name of Notary Public

Personally K own OR Produced Identification  

Type of Ide tification Produced         

ACCEPTANCE
I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: |Z1 Home D Office

32254 Corbin Ridge Street
St eet or Post Office Box

San Antonio, FL 33576
City, State, Zip Co e

Brian J. Armstrong

Print Name / 

DS-DE 56 (Rev. 11/16)



2020 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Committee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

IN RE: Executive Appointment of

Brian J. Armstrong

Executive Director of Southwest Florida Water Management District

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Brian J. Armstrong

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of the Florida
Senate will conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 3, 2020, in the
Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 4:00 p.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1)
of the Rules of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 28th day of January, 2020

Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources

cc: Members, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

01282020.1303 S-014 (03/04/13)



The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truth, the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

WITNESS S  AME: Brian J. Armstrong

ANSWER: _ido 
Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Stat tes'.  The witness s answer shall
be noted in the record. 

COMMITTEE NAME: Environment and Natural Resources

DATE: 2/3/20

File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002 (01/12/2015)































































































































The Florida Senate 

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources  

 

BILL:  SB 32 

INTRODUCER:  Senator Gibson 

SUBJECT:  Relief of former employees of Fairfax Street Wood Treaters by the State of Florida 

DATE:  January 31, 2020 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Anderson  Rogers  EN  Favorable 

2.     HP   

3.     JU   

4.     AP   

 

I. Summary: 

SB 32 is a claim bill requesting relief for former employees of Wood Treaters, Inc./Wood 

Treaters, LLC (Wood Treaters), who worked at the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters (FSWT) site 

and who allege injury from excessive, persistent, and prolonged exposure to toxic levels of 

arsenic used to treat wood during the company’s operation from 1980 to 2010. The bill alleges 

that the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Financial Services, and the 

Department of Health failed to enforce measures to protect employees from toxic substances in 

the workplace and ignored the hazardous conditions in which employees at FSWT were working. 

The bill alleges that the State of Florida has an equitable obligation to redress the injuries and 

damages sustained by employees.  

 

The bill directs the Department of Health to collaborate with the National Institute for 

Occupational Safety and Health to develop accurate and reliable data on the exposure levels and 

the duration and frequency of exposure to arsenic for all former employees of Wood Treaters 

who worked at FSWT, so as to ascertain the risks to their health posed by such exposure. 

 

The bill makes an appropriation of $10 million from the General Revenue Fund to the Office of 

the Attorney General for the relief of former employees of Wood Treaters who demonstrate 

personal injuries and damages. The bill directs the Attorney General to compensate each eligible 

former employee in the amount of $100,000. The bill limits attorney fees to 25 percent of the 

amount awarded. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Fairfax Street Wood Treaters, Inc. 

From 1980 to 2010, the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters (FSWT) facility produced pressure treated 

wood for wholesale and commercial use.1 The facility was owned and operated by Wood 

Treaters, Inc.2 The operations at the FSWT site used a hazardous wood treating preservative 

called chromated copper arsenate (CCA), which is a concentrated form of the chemical arsenic, 

to pressure treat various types of wood.3  
 
In 2003, Wood Treaters, LLC was formed and the operations of Wood Treaters, Inc. were 

transferred to the LLC.4 Wood Treaters, LLC (“Wood Treaters”) operated until 2010, when it 

filed for bankruptcy. By July 2010, it had ceased operations and abandoned the facility. The 

company was declared bankrupt in 2012.5 Wood treated with CCA drip-dried on the property, 

resulting in soil, water, and sediment contamination with arsenic, chromium, and copper.6 

 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) leads site investigation and cleanup 

activities in cooperation with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and 

the Florida Department of Health (DOH). In August 2010, DEP requested EPA's assistance in 

mitigating the release of hazardous substances at the FSWT site to the environment. EPA 

conducted removal actions, or short-term cleanups, of the site in 2010 and 2011.7 In 2012, EPA 

added FSWT to its National Priorities List, or Superfund Program, for cleanup of the 

contamination.8 From March to October 2019, EPA completed cleanup activities to address the 

soil and sediment contamination at the FSWT site.9 

 

Former employees of Wood Treaters allege that state agencies have failed to administer their 

respective legal duties requiring that the agencies protect the health and safety of employees in 

their workplace where they were exposed to toxic substances and waste.10 The former employees 

allege that Wood Treaters violated occupational safety laws and required employees to handle 

                                                 
1 United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Fairfax St. Wood Treaters, Jacksonville, FL, Cleanup Activities, 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Cleanup&id=0410582 (last visited Jan. 24, 

2020). 
2 Law Office of Ennis Leon Jacobs, Jr., Claimant’s Statement and Legal Memorandum, 7 (April 11, 2019)(on file with the 

Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources). 
3 EPA, Fairfax St. Wood Treaters, Jacksonville, FL, Cleanup Activities, 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Cleanup&id=0410582 (last visited Jan. 24, 

2020). 
4 Law Office of Ennis Leon Jacobs, Jr., Claimant’s Statement and Legal Memorandum, 7 (April 11, 2019)(on file with the 

Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources). 
5 EPA, Fairfax St. Wood Treaters, Jacksonville, FL, Cleanup Activities, 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Cleanup&id=0410582 (last visited Jan. 24, 

2020). 
6 Id. 
7 Id. 
8 Id. 
9 EPA, Fairfax St. Wood Treaters, Jacksonville, FL, Stay Updated, Get Involved, 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.Stayup&id=0410582#Stayup (last visited Jan. 

24, 2020). 
10 Law Office of Ennis Leon Jacobs, Jr., Claimant’s Statement and Legal Memorandum, 4 (April 11, 2019)(on file with the 

Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources). 
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CCA in an unsafe manner that was not in line with best practices in the wood treating industry. 

The former employees have described their injuries as generally a “lengthy decline in health,” 

with specific reports of irritated skin, severe respiratory conditions, severe sinus conditions, and 

cardiovascular conditions.11 Several of the employees of Wood Treaters are now deceased, but 

their families assert that their exposure to CCA was a substantial factor in their demise.12 

 

Sovereign Immunity 

Sovereign immunity is defined as: “A government’s immunity from being sued in its own courts 

without its consent.”13 Article X, section 13 of the Florida Constitution, authorizes the 

Legislature to enact laws that permit suits against the state. The Legislature has, to some extent, 

permitted tort suits against the state, but has limited the collectability of judgments against the 

state to $200,000 per person and $300,000 per incident.14 These limits do not preclude plaintiffs 

from obtaining judgments in excess of the statutory cap; however, plaintiffs cannot force the 

government to pay damages that exceed the recovery cap.15 Damaged persons seeking to recover 

amounts in excess of the limits may request that the Legislature authorize a claim bill (see 

discussion of Claim Bills below). 

 

Public Duty Doctrine 

A key issue for tort liability is that of duty.16 All plaintiffs in tort actions must first establish that 

the defendant owed the plaintiff a duty of care, that is, a duty to act reasonably regarding the 

injured party's interests. When bringing tort claims against private individuals, duty is often a 

simple issue to decide. Individuals almost always have a duty to act with reasonable care 

regarding those they come into contact with. However, when government actions are in question, 

finding duty requires a more thorough analysis. This duty analysis is prior to any analysis of 

sovereign immunity.17  

 

An exception to the waiver of sovereign immunity is referred to as the “public duty doctrine,” 

which provides that the government may not be liable unless there is a statutory or common law 

duty of care in existence that would have been applicable to an individual under similar 

circumstances.18 In Trianon Park Condo. Ass'n, Inc. vs. City of Hialeah, the Florida Supreme 

Court identified the following four categories of governmental functions to be considered when 

determining the application of sovereign immunity: (1) legislative, permitting, licensing, and 

executive officer functions; (2) enforcement of laws and the protection of public safety; (3) 

capital improvements and property control operations; and (4) providing professional educational 

                                                 
11 Id. at 6, 12. 
12 Id. at 6. 
13 BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY, 621 (8th ed. 2005). 
14 Section 768.28(5), F.S. 
15 Berek v. Metropolitan Dade Cnty., 422 So.2d 838 (Fla. 1982). 
16 Duty, in torts, is a legal relationship arising from a standard of care, the violation of which subjects the actor to liability. 

BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY, 428 (8th ed. 2005). 
17 For “there to be a governmental tort liability, there must be either an underlying common law or statutory duty of care with 

respect to the alleged negligent conduct.” Trianon Park Condo. Ass'n, Inc. vs. City of Hialeah, 468 So. 2d 912, 917 (Fla. 

1985). 
18 Id. 
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and general services for the health and welfare of the citizens.19 The court has stated that there is 

no common law duty of care for the functions in the first and second categories; however, 

regarding the third and fourth, there are common law duties of care for how property is 

maintained and operated and how professional and general services are performed.20 Thus, these 

latter functions are to be analyzed to determine if they are discretionary or operational.21  

 

The court found that the government, in enacting laws or regulations, or issuing or not issuing 

licenses, permits, variances, or directives, is acting pursuant to basic governmental functions 

performed by the legislative or executive branches of government.22 There has never been a 

common law duty establishing a duty of care with regard to how these various governmental 

bodies or officials should carry out these functions.23 For other actions, such as law 

enforcement,24 a government entity owes a duty to the general public, but not to specific 

individuals,25 unless the government has established a special relationship with the individual 

harmed or the action created a foreseeable zone of risk.26 

 

Discretionary Functions 

Where the state is involved in a discretionary or policy-making function, courts have refused to 

find liability.27 Discretionary functions include areas such as licensing, legislating, judicial 

decision-making, permitting, inspecting, designing public improvements, and other types of 

high-level planning. For example, the state cannot be sued for failing to pass or enforce a law 

which would have prevented a particular harm. 

 

Courts use a four-part test to determine whether an activity should be classified as 

discretionary.28 The court asks four questions, all of which must be answered in the affirmative, 

before making a finding that a function is discretionary: 

 Does the challenged government activity involve a basic governmental policy, program, or 

objective? 

 Is the challenged activity central to the accomplishment of the policy, program, or objective? 

 Does the challenged activity require the government to make policy evaluations, exercise 

judgment, or use expertise? 

 Does the government agency possess proper legal authority to engage in the challenged 

activity?29 

 

                                                 
19 Id. at 919 
20 Id. at 919-920. 
21 Id. at 921. 
22 Id. at 919. 
23 Id. 
24 Id. at 919. 
25 Id. at 915. 
26 See, e.g., Sams v. Oelrich, 717 So. 2d 1044, 1047 (Fla. 1st DCA 1998). 
27 Department of Transp. v. Konney, 587 So.2d 1292 (Fla. 1991); City of Daytona Beach v. Palmer, 469 So.2d 121 (Fla. 

1985); Carter v. City of Stuart, 468 So.2d 955 (Fla. 1985); Reddish v. Smith, 468 So.2d 929 (Fla. 1985); Harrison v. 

Escambia Cnty. Sch. Bd., 434 So.2d 316 (Fla. 1983); Department of Transp. v. Neilson, 419 So.2d 1071 (Fla. 1982). 
28 Department of Health and Rehab. Servs. v. Yamuni, 529 So.2d 258 (Fla. 1988). 
29 Id. at 259. 
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Claim Bills 

Generally, a claim bill, sometimes called a relief act, is a bill that compensates a particular 

individual or entity for injuries or losses occasioned by the negligence or error of a public officer 

or agency.30 It is a means by which an injured party may recover damages even though the public 

officer or agency involved may be immune from suit. For a claim bill to pass, there must be 

majority approval in both chambers of the Legislature.31 

 

A claim against the state may not be presented to the Legislature more than 4 years after the 

cause for relief accrued.32 Further, all relief acts of the Legislature must be for payment in full. 

No further claims for relief may be submitted to the Legislature for a previously compensated 

claim.33 A claimant must petition the Legislature, in accordance with its rules, to seek an 

appropriation to pay a judgment against the state or state agency.34 For recovery of an excess 

judgment or equitable claim against a subdivision of the state, the Legislature may direct such 

payment through passage of a claim bill.35  

 

Senate Rule 4.81(6) and House Rule 5.6(c) provide that the Legislature will not process a 

contested claim bill until the claimant has exhausted all available administrative and judicial 

remedies. However, both chambers may consider a bill in which the parties have executed a 

written settlement agreement.36  

 

Once a claim bill is filed, the presiding officer of each chamber may refer the bill to a special 

master of that chamber, as well as to one or more committees.37 If the President of the Senate 

determines that a hearing is necessary to determine liability, proximate cause, and damages, a 

special master shall conduct a de novo hearing pursuant to reasonable notice. If the special 

master conducts a hearing, he or she must prepare a final report containing findings of fact, 

conclusions of law, and recommendations.38 The Senate and House special masters usually 

conduct a joint hearing.39 

 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 197040 established NIOSH as a research agency that 

would focus on the study of worker safety and health, and empowering employers and workers 

to create safe and healthy workplaces. NIOSH is part of the United States Centers for Disease 

                                                 
30 Office of the Senate President, The Florida Senate, and Civil Justice Subcommittee, The Florida House of Representatives, 

Legislative Claim Bill Manual, 2 (Aug. 2019)[hereinafter Legislative Claim Bill Manual], available at 

https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEPUBLICATIONS/leg-claim-manual.pdf. 
31Id. 
32 Section 11.065, F.S. 
33 Legislative Claim Bill Manual, 2, available at 

https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEPUBLICATIONS/leg-claim-manual.pdf. 
34 Sections 11.066 and 768.28(5), Florida Statutes; see also Legislative Claim Bill Manual, 2. 
35 Section 768.28(5), F.S., see also Legislative Claim Bill Manual, 2-3. 
36 Senate Rule 4.81(6). 
37 Senate Rule 4.81(3)-(4). 
38 Senate Rule 4.81(3). 
39 Legislative Claim Bill Manual, 7. 
40 Pub. L. No. 91-596, 84 Stat. 1590 (1971). 
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Control and Prevention within the United States Department of Health and Human Services. 

NIOSH conducts research to reduce worker illness and injury, advance worker well-being, and 

enhance worker safety.41 

 

NIOSH conducts health hazard evaluations upon requests from employers, employees, or union 

officials. If a field investigation is needed, NIOSH will evaluate the current workplace conditions 

and employee health concerns and make recommendations on how to reduce or eliminate any 

identified hazards.42 The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is the 

regulatory agency that sets and enforces standards to ensure safe and healthful working 

conditions and provides training, outreach, education, and assistance.43 NIOSH has previously 

conducted a number of health hazard evaluations involving CCA.44 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill includes a series of whereas clauses that establish the circumstances giving rise to the 

claim. The bill requests relief of former employees of Wood Treaters, Inc./Wood Treaters, LLC 

(Wood Treaters) who allege injury from excessive, persistent, and prolonged exposure to toxic 

levels of arsenic used to treat wood during the company’s operation from 1980 to 2010. The 

preamble describes the use by Fairfax Street Wood Treaters (FSWT) of chromated copper 

arsenate, which includes a concentrated inorganic form of arsenic, to pressure treat utility poles, 

pilings, heavy timber items, and plywood lumber products. 

 

The bill alleges that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Department of 

Financial Services (DFS), and the Department of Health (DOH) failed to enforce measures to 

protect employees from toxic substances in the workplace and ignored the hazardous conditions 

that employees at the FSWT site were working in. The bill alleges that the State of Florida has an 

equitable obligation to redress the injuries and damages employees sustained. The bill includes a 

statement that the facts stated in the preamble are found and declared to be true. 

 

The bill directs DOH to collaborate with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 

Health to develop accurate and reliable data on the exposure levels and the duration and 

frequency of exposure to arsenic for all former employees of Wood Treaters who worked at the 

FSWT site, so as to ascertain the risks to their health posed by such exposure. 

 

The bill makes an appropriation of $10 million from the General Revenue Fund to the Office of 

the Attorney General for the relief of former employees of Wood Treaters who demonstrate 

personal injuries and damages resulting from exposure to arsenic as a result of working at the 

FSWT site, and who demonstrate that such injuries and damages were sustained as a result of the 

failure of DEP, DFS, and DOH to exercise their statutory duties to control the unlawful release 

                                                 
41 United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), About NIOSH, 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/about/default.html (last visited Jan. 30, 2020).  
42 CDC, Health Hazard Evaluations (HHEs), https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/faq.html (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
43 United States Department of Labor, About OSHA, https://www.osha.gov/aboutosha (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
44 See e.g. NIOSH Health Hazard Evaluation Report #2005-0153-2997, Broward County Parks and Recreation Division, 

Markham Park (Apr. 2006), available at https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/reports/pdfs/2005-0153-2997.pdf; NIOSH Health 

Hazard Evaluation Report # 91-314-2179, Memphis Wood Preserving Company, Horn Lake, Mississippi (Feb. 1992), 

available at https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/hhe/reports/pdfs/1991-0314-2179.pdf. 
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of arsenic. The bill directs the Attorney General to compensate each eligible former employee in 

the amount of $100,000. 

 

The bill provides that an amount awarded under the act is intended to provide the sole 

compensation for all present and future claims arising out of the factual situation described in the 

bill which resulted in injuries and damages to former employees of Wood Treaters. The bill 

limits the total amount paid for attorney fees relating to this claim to 25 percent of the amount 

awarded. 

 

The bill takes effect upon becoming a law. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

The bill would have a positive fiscal impact to any former employees that are eligible to 

receive compensation under the bill. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill would have a negative fiscal impact to the state due to the appropriation from the 

General Revenue Fund to the Office of the Attorney General. 
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VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

It is unknown whether the claimant has exhausted all available administrative and judicial 

remedies. 

 

The Special Master has not conducted a hearing or completed a report on the claim.   

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

None. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act for the relief of former employees of Fairfax 2 

Street Wood Treaters; directing the Department of 3 

Health to collaborate with the National Institute for 4 

Occupational Safety and Health to develop specified 5 

data for certain purposes; providing an appropriation 6 

to compensate the former employees for injuries and 7 

damages sustained as a result of the negligence of the 8 

Department of Environmental Protection, the Department 9 

of Financial Services, and the Department of Health; 10 

providing a limitation on the payment of attorney 11 

fees; providing an effective date. 12 

 13 

WHEREAS, Wood Treaters, Inc., later known as Wood Treaters, 14 

LLC, was established as a Florida corporation on May 12, 1980, 15 

and operated a wood treating facility from 1980 to 2010 at a 16 

12.5-acre industrial complex known as Fairfax Street Wood 17 

Treaters, located at 2610 Fairfax Street in Jacksonville, and 18 

WHEREAS, the operations of Wood Treaters, LLC, were 19 

inherently dangerous to employees because the company used a 20 

wood treating preservative called chromated copper arsenate, 21 

which includes a concentrated inorganic form of arsenic, to 22 

pressure treat utility poles, pilings, heavy timber items, and 23 

plywood lumber products, and 24 

WHEREAS, there is an extensive body of scientific evidence 25 

documenting the toxicity of arsenic exposure when arsenic is 26 

used to treat wood, and 27 

WHEREAS, employees at the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters site 28 

were injured by excessive, persistent, and prolonged exposure to 29 
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toxic levels of arsenic while performing their work duties, and 30 

WHEREAS, a catastrophic failure of the State of Florida to 31 

enforce measures designed to protect employees from toxic 32 

substances in the workplace resulted in the employees’ exposure 33 

to arsenic, and 34 

WHEREAS, over the course of its operating life, Wood 35 

Treaters, LLC, treated thousands of wood products, employed 36 

hundreds of individuals at the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters 37 

location, and was known to government regulators due to its 38 

reckless and grossly negligent use and mismanagement of arsenic, 39 

and 40 

WHEREAS, the Department of Environmental Protection, the 41 

Department of Financial Services, and the Department of Health 42 

ignored the hazardous conditions that employees at the Fairfax 43 

Street Wood Treaters site were working in, which were 44 

exacerbated by employees who received no training, protective 45 

gear, or warnings and no guidance alerting them to the risks 46 

posed to their health and safety by exposure to arsenic, and 47 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida recognizes an equitable 48 

obligation to redress the injuries and damages employees 49 

sustained from exposure to arsenic as a result of the 50 

catastrophic failure of the Department of Environmental 51 

Protection, the Department of Financial Services, and the 52 

Department of Health to exercise their duties, NOW, THEREFORE, 53 

 54 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 55 

 56 

Section 1. The facts stated in the preamble to this act are 57 

found and declared to be true. 58 



Florida Senate - 2020 (NP)    SB 32 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-00140A-20 202032__ 

Page 3 of 3 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

Section 2. The Department of Health is directed to 59 

collaborate with the National Institute for Occupational Safety 60 

and Health to develop accurate and reliable data on the exposure 61 

levels and the duration and frequency of exposure to arsenic for 62 

all former employees of Wood Treaters, LLC, who worked at the 63 

Fairfax Street Wood Treaters site, so as to ascertain the risks 64 

to their health posed by such exposure. 65 

Section 3. The sum of $10 million is appropriated from the 66 

General Revenue Fund to the Office of the Attorney General for 67 

the relief of former employees of Wood Treaters, LLC, who 68 

demonstrate personal injuries and damages resulting from 69 

excessive, persistent, and prolonged exposure to arsenic as a 70 

result of the work environment at the Fairfax Street Wood 71 

Treaters site, and who demonstrate that such injuries and 72 

damages were sustained as a result of the failure of the 73 

Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of 74 

Financial Services, and the Department of Health to exercise 75 

their statutory duties to control the unlawful release of 76 

arsenic. The Attorney General shall compensate each eligible 77 

former employee in the amount of $100,000. 78 

Section 4. The amount awarded under this act is intended to 79 

provide the sole compensation for all present and future claims 80 

arising out of the factual situation described in this act which 81 

resulted in injuries and damages to former employees of Wood 82 

Treaters, LLC. The total amount paid for attorney fees relating 83 

to this claim may not exceed 25 percent of the amount awarded 84 

under this act. 85 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 86 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 680 prohibits importing and exporting shark fins to and from Florida. The bill also 

changes the statute’s title to “Regulation of shark fins; penalties.” 

II. Present Situation: 

Pursuant to Article IV, s. 9 of the Florida Constitution, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission exercises the regulatory and executive powers with respect to marine 

life, including sharks.1 Florida’s shark population is diverse and includes species that range in 

size from only a few feet to more than 40 feet in total length.2 Most species of sharks have slow 

rates of growth and late age-at-maturity, which limits their ability to withstand fishing pressure 

and have a longer recovery time in response to overfishing.3 

 

Global shark catches have tripled since 1950 and reached an all-time high of 888,000 tons in 

2000.4 Because overfishing in some areas of the world’s oceans has led to concerns for the 

populations of some shark species, adequate conservation and management of shark populations 

                                                 
1 FLA. CONST. ART. IV, S. 9. 
2 University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), Common Sharks in Florida, SGEF-203, 

available at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/SG/SG06200.pdf. 
3 United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Plan of Action for 

Conservation and Management of Sharks, http://www.fao.org/ipoa-sharks/background/sharks/en/ (last visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
4 Id. 
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has become increasingly important on a global scale.5 In response to concerns about growing 

shark harvests internationally, many countries have banned shark fishing in their waters in favor 

of promoting tourism opportunities relating to sharks.6 

 

Harvesting Sharks off Florida’s Coast 

Fishermen harvest sharks primarily for their meat, fins, skin, cartilage, and liver.7 Meat from 

some species of shark is an important dietary component in many developing countries, and 

shark fins, the most valuable of shark products, are used to make traditional shark fin soup, 

which is a delicacy in the Chinese culture.8 However, despite the high value of some shark 

products, sharks historically have been considered a low-value fish and mostly seen as a by-

product of other more profitable fisheries, such as tuna.9 

 

Within Florida’s seaward boundary, the use of hook and line gear is the only lawful means to 

harvest sharks in or from the waters of the state.10 A person may not harvest in or from the 

waters of the state more than one shark per day.11 The possession of more than two sharks 

harvested from the state waters aboard any vessel with two or more persons is prohibited.12  

While certain species of shark, including any part of these species, are prohibited under state law 

from being harvested, possessed, landed, purchased, sold, or exchanged in the state, the 

prohibition does not apply to sharks harvested lawfully in federal waters when the shark is 

transported directly through state waters.13 

 

To commercially harvest sharks, an individual must possess both a valid saltwater products 

license and any applicable federal permit for sharks.14 The commercial harvest season 

technically spans the entire year, but can be closed if any adjacent federal waters are closed. 

Additionally, if the Atlantic Marine fisheries commission deems the need for closure, all waters 

between the Florida–Georgia border and Miami-Dade county will also be closed to commercial 

harvesting.15  

 

                                                 
5 Id.; see Boris Worm, Brendal Davis, Lisa Kettemer, Christine A. Ward-Paige, Demian Chapman, Michael R. Heithaus, 

Steven Kessel, and Samuel H. Gruber, Global catches, exploitation rates, and rebuilding options for sharks, Marine Policy 

40 (2013) 194-204, http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X13000055 (last visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
6 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 2017 Shark Fining Report to Congress, 3 (2017),  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/2017-shark-finning-report-congress (last visited Jan. 29, 2020.). 
7 NOAA, 2015 Shark Fining Report to Congress, 2, 6, 78, 93 (2015) https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/15645 

(last visited Jan. 29, 2019). 
8Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, Sharking Finning: Sharks Turned Prey, https://ocean.si.edu/ocean-

news/shark-finning-sharks-turned-prey (last visited Jan. 29, 2020).   
9 Frans Teutscher, FAO, Sharks (Chondrichthyes), http://www.fao.org/docrep/006/Y5261E/y5261e08.htm (last visited Jan. 

29, 2020). 
10 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68B-44.006(1); Florida’s seaward boundary extends 9 nautical miles in the Gulf of Mexico and 3 

nautical miles in the Atlantic. 
11 Fla. Admin. Code 68B-44.004(1). 
12 Id. 
13 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68B-44.003(4). 
14 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68B-44.009. 
15 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68B-44.005. 
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Shark Finning 

Shark finning is the practice of removing and retaining shark fins at sea while discarding the 

remainder of the shark’s body, often while the shark is still alive, into the waters. In Florida, the 

practice of shark finning was prohibited in 1992 by requiring sharks harvested to be landed in a 

whole condition.16 Additionally, the prohibition on shark finning was codified into Florida 

Statutes in 2017.17 The statute prohibits the possession of a shark fin separated from the shark in 

Florida waters unless such possession is authorized by FWC or the fin was legally obtained on 

land, was prepared by taxidermy, and is possessed for the purposes of display.18 

 

An individual who violates the prohibition is subject to the following penalties: 

 

Violations Type of Criminal 

Infraction  

Civil Penalty and 

Jail Time 

License 

Restrictions 

Administrative 

Fines 
1st offense19 2nd Degree 

Misdemeanor 

Max: $50020 

Max: 60 days21 

Suspension of 

license for six 

months  

$4,000 

2nd offense22 2nd Degree 

Misdemeanor  

Max $50023 

Max: 60 days24 

Suspension of 

license for 12 

months 

$9,500 

3rd offense and 

subsequent 

offenses25 

1st Degree 

Misdemeanor  

Max: $100026 

Max: 12 months27 

Permanent 

revocation of all 

license privileges 

$9,500 

 

In the United States, shark finning was prohibited in 2000.28 In 2010, the Shark Conservation Act 

strengthened the prohibition by improving the ability to enforce the shark finning prohibition by 

making it unlawful to: 

 Remove any of the fins of a shark, including the tail, at sea; 

 Have custody, control, or possession of any such fin aboard a fishing vessel unless it is 

naturally attached to the corresponding carcass; 

 Transfer any such fin from one vessel to another vessel at sea; or 

 Land any such fin that is not naturally attached to the corresponding carcass or land any 

shark carcass without such fins naturally attached.29 

 

                                                 
16 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68B-44.004. 
17 Section 379.2426(2), F.S.   
18 Id. 
19 Section 379.2426(3)(a), F.S.   
20 Section 775.083(1)(e), F.S.   
21 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S.   
22 Section 379.2426(3)(b), F.S.   
23 Id. 
24 Section 775.082(4)(b), F.S.   
25 Section 379.2426(3)(c), F.S.   
26 Section 775.083(1)(d), F.S   
27 Section 775.082(4)(a), F.S.   
28 16 U.S.C. s. 1857 (2000). 
29 Id. 
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A person who violates these federal laws may be subject to a civil penalty of up to $100,000 for 

each violation, as determined by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.30 

 

While the practice of shark finning is prohibited in the United States, the trade in shark fins is 

legal. In 2011, the last year for which full global data is available, the total declared value of 

world exports was $438.6 million for 17,154 tons imported.31 The United States is both an 

importer and exporter of shark fins.32 In 2011, the U.S. exported 38 tons of shark fins and 

imported 58 tons.33 A number of the countries that the U.S. imports shark fins from do not have a 

ban in place, such as China, Indonesia, and Japan. In response, some U.S. states have passed 

laws to ban the trade of shark fins, such states include Hawaii, California, Oregon, Washington, 

Illinois, Maryland, Delaware, Nevada, New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Texas.34  

 

Many other countries have also banned shark fishing in their waters. Nations that have adopted 

finning bans include the Bahamas, Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, the Maldives, Nicaragua, Palau, Panama, and Taiwan.35 Additionally, 

Canada, the largest importer of shark fins outside of Asia, banned the importation and 

exportation of shark fins in June of 2019.36 

 

California’s ban on trade in shark fins was challenged in federal court. On appeal, the plaintiffs 

alleged that the ban violated the Supremacy Clause under Art. VI of the U.S. Constitution and 

the Commerce Clause under Art. I, s. 8 of the U.S. Constitution.37 The 9th Circuit Court of 

Appeals held that states are authorized to regulate “on-land activities,” as the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Act was enacted as a federal-state partnership and 

expressly preserved the jurisdiction of the states over fishery management within their 

boundaries.38 Additionally, the court held that the ban did not violate the Commerce Clause as it 

does not “interfere with activity that is inherently national or that requires a uniform system of 

regulation,” and its purpose is to “conserve state resources, prevent animal cruelty, and protect 

wildlife and public health,” purposes which are matters of local concern.39 

 

 

                                                 
30 16 U.S.C. s. 1858 (2014). 
31 FAO, State of the global market for shark products, 1 (2015), available at http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4795e.pdf. 
32 Id. at 85. 
33 Id. at 19, 21. 
34 See HAW. REV. STAT. § 188-40.7; CAL. FISH & GAME § 2021; OR. REV. STAT. § 509.160; WASH. REV. CODE § 77.15.770; 515 

ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-30; MD CODE ANN., NAT. RES. § 4-747; DEL. CODE TIT. 7, § 928A; NEV. REV. STAT.  §597.905; N.Y. ENVTL. 

CONSERV. LAW § 13-0338; MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 130, § 106; R.I. GEN LAWS §20-1-29; and TEX. PARKS & WILD. CODE § 

66.2161. 
35 NOAA, 2017 Shark Finning Report to Congress, https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/19769 (last visited Jan. 29, 

2020). 
36 Fisheries Act, S.C. ch. 18.1 §32(1). 
37 Chinatown Neighborhood Ass’n. v. Harris, 794 F.3d 1136 (9th Cir. 2015), cert. denied, 136 S.Ct. 2448 (2016). 
38 Id. 
39 Id. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill prohibits importing and exporting shark fins to and from Florida. The bill changes the 

statute’s title to “Regulation of shark fins; penalties.” 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

The Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution states that the United States 

Congress has the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 

several states, and with the Indian Tribes.40 If an exercise of local power serves a 

legitimate local interest but simultaneously burdens commerce, the courts will undertake 

a balancing test.41 California’s shark ban was challenged in the 9th Circuit Court of 

Appeals and was found to not violate the Commerce Clause. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

None. 

                                                 
40 U.S. CONST. art. I, s. 8.  
41 Great Atlantic & Pac. Tea Co., Inc. v. Cottrell, 424 U.S. 366 (1976). 
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VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends s. 379.2426 of the Florida Statutes. 

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources Committee on February 3, 2020: 

 Changes the bill to prohibit importing and exporting shark fins to and from 

Florida.  

 Changes the statute’s title to read “Regulation of shark fins; penalties.” 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Hutson) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 10 - 33 3 

and insert: 4 

379.2426 RegulationPossession of separated shark fins on 5 

the water prohibited; penalties.— 6 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 7 

(a) “Land” means the physical act of bringing a harvested 8 

organism, or any part thereof, ashore. 9 

(b) “Shark” means any species of the orders 10 
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Carcharhiniformes, Lamniformes, Hexanchiformes, 11 

Orectolobiformes, Pristiophoriformes, Squaliformes, 12 

Squatiniformes, or any part thereof. 13 

(c) “Shark fin” means the detached fin of a shark, 14 

including the caudal or tail fin, or any portion thereof. 15 

(d) “Separated,” with respect to a shark fin, means not 16 

naturally attached to the corresponding shark body through some 17 

portion of uncut skin. 18 

(2) A person may not possess in or on the waters of this 19 

state a shark fin that has been separated from a shark or land a 20 

separated shark fin in this state, unless: 21 

(a) Such possession is authorized by commission rule; or 22 

(b) Such fin has been lawfully obtained on land, prepared 23 

by taxidermy, and is possessed for the purposes of display.  24 

(3) The import to and export from this state of shark fins 25 

is prohibited unless the shark was taken lawfully under an 26 

applicable federal permit tag and the fin was separated from the 27 

shark in a manner consistent with the permit.  28 

(4)(3) A person who violates this section is subject to the 29 

 30 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 31 

And the title is amended as follows: 32 

Delete lines 3 - 4 33 

and insert: 34 

F.S.; prohibiting the import and export of shark fins; 35 

providing an exception; providing an effective date.  36 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Hutson) 

recommended the following: 

 

 Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 10 - 33 3 

and insert: 4 

 379.2426 RegulationPossession of separated shark fins on 5 

the water prohibited; penalties.— 6 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 7 

(a) “Land” means the physical act of bringing a harvested 8 

organism, or any part thereof, ashore. 9 

(b) “Shark” means any species of the orders 10 
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Carcharhiniformes, Lamniformes, Hexanchiformes, 11 

Orectolobiformes, Pristiophoriformes, Squaliformes, 12 

Squatiniformes, or any part thereof. 13 

(c) “Shark fin” means the detached fin of a shark, 14 

including the caudal or tail fin, or any portion thereof. 15 

(d) “Separated,” with respect to a shark fin, means not 16 

naturally attached to the corresponding shark body through some 17 

portion of uncut skin. 18 

(2) A person may not possess in or on the waters of this 19 

state a shark fin that has been separated from a shark or land a 20 

separated shark fin in this state, unless: 21 

(a) Such possession is authorized by commission rule; or 22 

(b) Such fin has been lawfully obtained on land, prepared 23 

by taxidermy, and is possessed for the purposes of display.  24 

(3) The import to and export from this state of shark fins 25 

is prohibited.  26 

(4)(3) A person who violates this section is subject to the  27 

 28 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 29 

And the title is amended as follows: 30 

Delete lines 3 - 4 31 

and insert: 32 

F.S.; prohibiting the import and export of shark fins; 33 

providing an effective date.  34 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to shark fins; amending s. 379.2426, 2 

F.S.; prohibiting the import, export, and sale of 3 

shark fins; providing an effective date. 4 

  5 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 6 

 7 

Section 1. Section 379.2426, Florida Statutes, is amended 8 

to read: 9 

379.2426 Possession, import, export, and sale of separated 10 

shark fins on the water prohibited; penalties.— 11 

(1) As used in this section, the term: 12 

(a) “Land” means the physical act of bringing a harvested 13 

organism, or any part thereof, ashore. 14 

(b) “Shark” means any species of the orders 15 

Carcharhiniformes, Lamniformes, Hexanchiformes, 16 

Orectolobiformes, Pristiophoriformes, Squaliformes, 17 

Squatiniformes, or any part thereof. 18 

(c) “Shark fin” means the detached fin of a shark, 19 

including the caudal or tail fin, or any portion thereof. 20 

(d) “Separated,” with respect to a shark fin, means not 21 

naturally attached to the corresponding shark body through some 22 

portion of uncut skin. 23 

(2) A person may not possess in or on the waters of this 24 

state a shark fin that has been separated from a shark or land a 25 

separated shark fin in this state, unless: 26 

(a) Such possession is authorized by commission rule; or 27 

(b) Such fin has been lawfully obtained on land, prepared 28 

by taxidermy, and is possessed for the purposes of display. 29 
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(3) Notwithstanding any other law, the import, export, and 30 

sale of shark fins is prohibited and nothing in this section 31 

authorizes such activities. 32 

(4)(3) A person who violates this section is subject to the 33 

following penalties: 34 

(a) For a first violation, a misdemeanor of the second 35 

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. In 36 

addition, the commission shall assess an administrative fine of 37 

$4,500 and suspend all of the person’s license privileges under 38 

this chapter for 180 days. 39 

(b) For a second violation, a misdemeanor of the second 40 

degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. In 41 

addition, the commission shall assess an administrative fine of 42 

$9,500 and suspend all of the person’s license privileges under 43 

this chapter for 365 days. 44 

(c) For a third and any subsequent violation, a misdemeanor 45 

of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 46 

775.083. In addition, the commission shall assess an 47 

administrative fine of $9,500 and permanently revoke all of the 48 

person’s license privileges under this chapter. 49 

 50 

While his or her license privileges are under suspension or 51 

revocation pursuant to this subsection, a person may not 52 

participate in the taking or harvesting, or attempt the taking 53 

or harvesting, of saltwater products from any vessel within the 54 

waters of the state; be aboard any vessel on which a commercial 55 

quantity of saltwater products is possessed through an activity 56 

requiring a license pursuant to this chapter; or engage in any 57 

other activity requiring a license, permit, or certificate 58 
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issued pursuant to this chapter. 59 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2020. 60 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 1152 creates the following definition for the term “PFAS,” as used in the Brownfields 

Redevelopment Act: “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, including perfluorooctanoic 

acid and perfluorooctane sulfonate, which are used in fire suppressants and firefighting foams.” 

 

The bill provides that potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a local government which 

are impacted by PFAS are eligible for participation in a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement, 

regardless of whether such contamination was caused or contributed to by the state or local 

government after July 1, 1997.  

II. Present Situation: 

The Brownfields Redevelopment Act 

Florida’s Brownfields Redevelopment Act (Act) was adopted in 1997 to provide incentives for 

local governments and individuals to voluntarily clean up and redevelop brownfield sites.1 A 

“brownfield site” is defined as real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which 

may be complicated by actual or perceived environmental contamination.2 The primary goals of 

                                                 
1 Chapter 97-277, Laws of Fla; ss. 376.77-376.85, F.S.; DEP, Florida Brownfields Redevelopment Program, Annual Report: 

August 2019, 3 (2019)[hereinafter DEP Brownfields Report], available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Florida%20Brownfields%20Annual%20Report%20August%201%2C%202019.pdf. 
2 Section 376.79(4), F.S. 

REVISED:         
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the Act are to reduce public health and environmental hazards on existing commercial and 

industrial sites that are abandoned or underused due to these hazards; create financial and 

regulatory incentives to encourage voluntary cleanup and redevelopment of sites; derive cleanup 

target levels and a process for obtaining a "no further action" letter using risk-based corrective 

action principles; and provide the opportunity for environmental equity and justice.3 The Act 

authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Brownfields Redevelopment 

Program. Participation in the program results in environmental cleanup, protection of public 

health, reuse of infrastructure, and job creation.4 

 

For a property to participate in the program, a local government must first designate the site as a 

brownfield area by resolution.5 The local government may then identify a “person responsible for 

brownfield site rehabilitation,” which simply entitles the identified person to voluntarily execute 

a “brownfield site rehabilitation agreement” with DEP or an approved local program.6 If actual 

contamination exists at the site, the person must enter into such an agreement.7 Pursuant to the 

Act, a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement must contain several elements, including a 

brownfield site rehabilitation schedule; a commitment to conduct site rehabilitation activities in 

accordance with applicable cleanup criteria; a commitment to implement reasonable pollution 

prevention measures; and certification that the local government approves of the proposed 

redevelopment.8 DEP issues site rehabilitation completion orders for sites that have completed 

cleanup of property to standards protective of human health and the environment and for which 

no further action is required at that time.9  

 

Florida law contains cleanup criteria governing rehabilitation occurring at a contaminated site.10 

A cleanup target level (CTL) is the concentration for each identified contaminant at which a site 

rehabilitation program is deemed complete.11 DEP’s rules contain default CTLs for surface 

water, groundwater, and soil contaminants that are applicable to site rehabilitation performed 

under a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement.12 The rules also contain methods for 

establishing CTLs for substances not listed in the rules, based on site-specific circumstances.13 

Pursuant to the Act, CTLs for groundwater contaminants are the applicable state water quality 

                                                 
3 DEP, Brownfields Program, https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-cleanup/content/brownfields-program (last visited Jan. 28, 

2020). 
4 DEP Brownfields Report, at 3, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Florida%20Brownfields%20Annual%20Report%20August%201%2C%202019.pdf. 
5 Section 376.80, F.S.; see s. 376.79(5), F.S. A “brownfield area” is defined as a contiguous area of one or more brownfield 

sites, some of which may not be contaminated, and which has been designated by a local government by resolution. 
6 Section 376.80(2)(d), F.S.; see s. 376.79(15), F.S. The Act defines “person responsible for brownfield site rehabilitation” as: 

“the individual or entity that is designated by the local government to enter into the brownfield site rehabilitation agreement 

with the department or an approved local pollution control program and enters into an agreement with the local government 

for redevelopment of the site”; DEP Brownfields Report, at 9. DEP has delegated authority to administer the program to three 

county governments: Broward, Hillsborough, and Miami-Dade counties. 
7 Section 376.80(5), F.S. 
8 Section 376.80(5), F.S.; see Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-780. This chapter contains cleanup criteria requirements that apply to 

site rehabilitation governed by a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement. 
9 DEP Brownfields Report, at 5; Section 376.82(2)(e), F.S.; Fla. Admin. Code R. 62-780.680.  
10 Section 376.81, F.S.; Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-780. 
11 Section 376.301(8), F.S.; Fla. Admin. Code R. 62-780.200(13).  
12 Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-777; see s. 376.79(14), F.S. The rules also contain standards for natural attenuation, which allows 

natural processes to contain the spread of contamination and reduce concentrations of contaminants in groundwater and soil. 
13 Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-777.  
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standards, and if no such standards exist DEP establishes applicable CTLs for groundwater based 

on specified factors.14 The Act also specifies criteria that DEP must follow to establish 

appropriate CTLs for surface water and soil.15 DEP is also authorized to establish alternative 

CTLs, under careful evaluation on a site-specific basis, in conjunction with institutional and 

engineering controls.16 

 

Any person who has not caused or contributed to the contamination of a brownfield site on or 

after July 1, 1997 is eligible to participate in the brownfields program, subject to conditions 

specified in the Act.17 For example, potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a local 

government which contain contamination for which a government entity is potentially 

responsible for and which are already designated as a federal brownfield pilot project or have 

filed an application for federal designation are eligible to participate in a brownfield site 

rehabilitation agreement.18 Participation in Florida’s brownfields program provides certain 

liability protection to any person who executes and completely implements a brownfield site 

rehabilitation agreement.19 This is in addition to the various loans, tax refunds, and other 

incentives available through the program.20  

 

Since 1997, Florida has amassed 481 locally designated brownfield areas encompassing 

approximately 271,684 acres, and 137 site rehabilitation completion orders have been issued.21   

 

Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 

Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) are a group of thousands of man-made 

compounds developed to provide oil and water repellency, temperature resistance, and friction 

reduction.22 Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) are the 

most common and the best-studied of these compounds.23 PFAS have been used over the last 

several decades as coatings in a variety of products, such as non-stick cookware, waterproof and 

stain-resistant fabrics, cleaning products, food packaging, and firefighting foams.24 While U.S. 

manufacturers have voluntarily phased out use of the chemicals,25 they persist in the 

                                                 
14 Section 376.81(1)(g), F.S. 
15 Section 376.81(g) and (i), F.S. 
16 Section 376.30701(2)(g)3., F.S. 
17 Section 376.82(1), F.S.  
18 Section 376.82(1)(c), F.S. 
19 Section 376.82(2), F.S. 
20 See ss. 376.84 and 376.86, F.S. 
21 DEP Brownfields Report, at 4-5, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Florida%20Brownfields%20Annual%20Report%20August%201%2C%202019.pdf. 
22 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, History and Use of PFAS, 1 (Nov. 2017), available at https://pfas-

1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/pfas_fact_sheet_history_and_use__11_13_17.pdf. 
23 DOH, What are PFAS?, http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/hazardous-waste-sites/contaminant-facts/hw-

pfas.html (last visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
24 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, History and Use of PFAS, 1, 8 (Nov. 2017). 
25 DEP, PFAS Update, Presentation to the Florida Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, 18:00 (Dec. 9, 

2019)[hereinafter DEP PFAS Update], available at https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/12-9-19-senate-committee-on-

environment-and-natural-resources/. In the U.S., PFOS was phased out of production around 2002, and PFOA was phased 

out around 2015. 
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environment, particularly at fire colleges, airports, and military installations.26 Additionally, 

although PFOA and PFOS are no longer manufactured in the United States, they are still 

produced internationally and can be imported into the United States in consumer goods such as 

carpet, leather and apparel, textiles, paper and packaging, coatings, rubber, and plastics.27 

 

PFAS chemicals do not break down in the environment, can move through soil and water, and 

can accumulate in fish and wildlife.28 Because of the widespread use and ease of transport, they 

can be found virtually everywhere. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has detected 

PFAS in nearly all persons it has tested, indicating widespread exposure in the U.S. population.29 

Drinking water with significant levels of PFOA and PFOS for an extended period of time may 

increase the risk of low birthweight, developmental problems, liver damage, kidney damage, 

immune system disorders, high cholesterol, or thyroid disease.30 

 

In addition to regulated contaminants, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

also prioritizes research and data collection for new chemicals that are being discovered in water 

that previously had not been detected or are being detected at levels that may be different than 

expected.31 These are called “contaminants of emerging concern” (CEC). While CECs do not 

have regulatory limits, there may be a long-term potential risk to human health or the 

environment associated with them. As part of EPA’s data collection on CECs, all large and 

selected smaller public water systems across the U.S. are required to monitor for CECs.32 Once 

EPA’s study and evaluation is complete, if EPA decides not to regulate a CEC, then it may 

decide to develop a health advisory level (HAL) for the detected contaminants. While HALs are 

non-enforceable federal limits, they serve as technical guidance for federal, state, and local 

officials.33 For drinking water, the EPA has established a HAL of 70 parts per trillion for PFOA 

and PFOS.34 Florida’s Department of Health has adopted the same HAL for those compounds.35 

 

DEP has established provisional CTLs for PFAS to enable site cleanup under DEP’s 

contaminated site cleanup criteria, which apply to Florida’s brownfields program.36 DEP has 

created numerical provisional CTLs and screening levels for PFOS and PFOA in the following 

                                                 
26 EPA, Basic Information on PFAS, What are PFAS?, https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-pfas (last visited Jan. 26, 

2020). 
27 Id. 
28 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Per- and Polyfluorinated Substances (PFAS) Factsheet, 

https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/PFAS_FactSheet.html (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
29 Id. 
30 DOH, Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS), http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/hazardous-waste-

sites/contaminant-facts/hw-pfas.html (last visited Jan. 21, 2020). 
31 DEP, Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants and Contaminants of Emerging Concern, 

https://floridadep.gov/comm/press-office/content/regulated-drinking-water-contaminants-and-contaminants-emerging-

concern (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
32 Id. 
33 EPA, How EPA Regulates Drinking Water Contaminants, https://www.epa.gov/dwregdev/how-epa-regulates-drinking-

water-contaminants (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
34 EPA, Drinking Water Health Advisories for PFOA and PFOS, https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-

water/drinking-water-health-advisories-pfoa-and-pfos (last visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
35 DOH, Maximum Contaminant Levels and Health Advisory Levels, 5 (2016) available at 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/_documents/hal-list.pdf. 
36 DEP PFAS Update, at 25:00, available at https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/12-9-19-senate-committee-on-environment-

and-natural-resources/; see Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-780. 
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categories: Provisional Groundwater CTLs, Provisional Soil CTLs, Provisional Irrigation Water 

Screening Levels, and Surface Water Screening Levels.37 These provisional standards are 

designed to protect human health, and the provisional groundwater CTLs are the same as the 

EPA’s HAL for drinking water. 

 

PFAS is common in firefighting foams that have been stored and used for fire suppression, fire 

training, and flammable vapor suppression.38 These firefighting agents include Class B fluorine-

containing firefighting foams, such as aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF).39 PFAS are so 

prevalent in firefighting agents that at least nine states have passed legislation to restrict or 

prohibit the use of PFAS in firefighting agents or activities.40 In Florida, DEP has already 

assessed each fire training facility in the state to ensure that PFAS-containing firefighting agents 

are disposed of and that only firefighting agents that do not have PFAS are being used.41 

However, 18 of the 25 certified fire training facilities in the state are above the HAL of 70 parts 

per trillion for PFOA and PFOS.42 Where contamination is identified, DEP will help the facility 

develop a cleanup plan to remove or contain the contamination to prevent future environmental 

impact and human exposure.43 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 amends s. 376.79, F.S., a definition section for the Brownfields Redevelopment Act.44 

 

The bill creates the following definition for “PFAS” as used in the Brownfields Redevelopment 

Act: “perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, including perfluorooctanoic acid and 

perfluorooctane sulfonate, which are used in fire suppressants and firefighting foams.” 

 

Section 2 amends s. 376.82(1), F.S., which establishes eligibility for participation in Florida’s 

brownfields program. 

 

The bill provides that potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a local government which 

are impacted by PFAS are eligible for participation in a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement, 

regardless of whether or not such contamination was caused or contributed to by the state or 

local government after July 1, 1997. This provision is added as an exception to the existing 

eligibility standard, which generally prevents parties who caused or contributed to the 

contamination of a brownfield site from participating in the brownfield program. 

                                                 
37 DEP, PFAS - Provisional Cleanup Target Levels and Screening Levels (Sept. 2019), 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/PFAS-Presentation-CTLs_12Sep19_0.pdf (last visited Jan. 20, 2020). 
38 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, History and Use of PFAS, 6 (Nov. 2017), available at https://pfas-

1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/pfas_fact_sheet_history_and_use__11_13_17.pdf. 
39 Id. 
40 National Law Review, Expert Focus: US States Outpace EPA on PFAS Firefighting Foam Laws, 

https://www.natlawreview.com/article/expert-focus-us-states-outpace-epa-pfas-firefighting-foam-laws (last visited Jan. 29, 

2020); The New York State Senate, Senate Bill S439A, https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S439 (last visited 

Jan. 29, 2020). 
41 DEP PFAS Update, at 36:00. 
42 DEP, PFAS Update, Presentation to the Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, 9 (Dec. 9, 2019), 

available at http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/EN/MeetingPacket/4761/8427_MeetingPacket_4761.9.19.pdf. 
43 DEP, Fire Training Facilities Assessment for PFOA and PFOS, https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-cleanup/content/fire-

training-facilities-assessment-pfoa-and-pfos (last visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
44 Sections 376.77-376.85, F.S. 
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Section 3 states that the act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill expands the eligibility of potential brownfield sites owned by state or local 

government to participate in the state brownfields program. The brownfields program 

offers numerous incentives and financial benefits for participation, and participation can 

substantially increase the value or productivity of a contaminated site. Therefore, this bill 

may have an indeterminate, positive fiscal impact on state or local government entities. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 
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VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 376.79, 376.82.    

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources Committee on February 3, 2019: 

 Deletes provisions that increase the annual authorization for the voluntary cleanup tax 

credit from $10 million to $12 million. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Broxson) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 16 - 33. 3 

 4 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 5 

And the title is amended as follows: 6 

Delete lines 3 - 6 7 

and insert: 8 

amending s. 376.79, F.S.; defining the term  9 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to brownfield site rehabilitation; 2 

amending ss. 220.1845 and 376.30781, F.S.; increasing 3 

the total amount of tax credits which may be granted 4 

for certain contaminated site rehabilitations each 5 

year; amending s. 376.79, F.S.; defining the term 6 

“PFAS”; amending s. 376.82, F.S.; providing that 7 

potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a 8 

local government which are impacted by PFAS are 9 

eligible to participate in a brownfield site 10 

rehabilitation agreement regardless of contribution; 11 

providing an effective date. 12 

  13 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 14 

 15 

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section 16 

220.1845, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 17 

220.1845 Contaminated site rehabilitation tax credit.— 18 

(2) AUTHORIZATION FOR TAX CREDIT; LIMITATIONS.— 19 

(f) The total amount of the tax credits which may be 20 

granted under this section is $18.5 million in the 2018-2019 21 

fiscal year and $12 $10 million each fiscal year thereafter. 22 

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 376.30781, Florida 23 

Statutes, is amended to read: 24 

376.30781 Tax credits for rehabilitation of drycleaning-25 

solvent-contaminated sites and brownfield sites in designated 26 

brownfield areas; application process; rulemaking authority; 27 

revocation authority.— 28 

(4) The Department of Environmental Protection is 29 
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responsible for allocating the tax credits provided for in s. 30 

220.1845, which may not exceed a total of $18.5 million in tax 31 

credits in fiscal year 2018-2019 and $12 $10 million in tax 32 

credits each fiscal year thereafter. 33 

Section 3. Present subsections (17) through (21) of section 34 

376.79, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (18) 35 

through (22), respectively, and a new subsection (17) is added 36 

to that section, to read: 37 

376.79 Definitions relating to Brownfields Redevelopment 38 

Act.—As used in ss. 376.77-376.85, the term: 39 

(17) “PFAS” means perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 40 

substances, including perfluorooctanoic acid and perfluorooctane 41 

sulfonate, which are used in fire suppressants and firefighting 42 

foams. 43 

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 376.82, Florida 44 

Statutes, is amended to read: 45 

376.82 Eligibility criteria and liability protection.— 46 

(1) ELIGIBILITY.—Except as provided in paragraph (d), any 47 

person who has not caused or contributed to the contamination of 48 

a brownfield site on or after July 1, 1997, is eligible to 49 

participate in the brownfield program established in ss. 376.77-50 

376.85, subject to the following: 51 

(a) Potential brownfield sites that are subject to an 52 

ongoing formal judicial or administrative enforcement action or 53 

corrective action pursuant to federal authority, including, but 54 

not limited to, the Comprehensive Environmental Response 55 

Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 9601 et seq., as 56 

amended; the Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 300f-300i, 57 

as amended; the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. ss. 1251-1387, as 58 
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amended; or under an order from the United States Environmental 59 

Protection Agency pursuant to s. 3008(h) of the Resource 60 

Conservation and Recovery Act, as amended (42 U.S.C.A. s. 61 

6928(h)); or that have obtained or are required to obtain a 62 

permit for the operation of a hazardous waste treatment, 63 

storage, or disposal facility; a postclosure permit; or a permit 64 

pursuant to the federal Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 65 

1984, are not eligible for participation unless specific 66 

exemptions are secured by a memorandum of agreement with the 67 

United States Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to 68 

paragraph (2)(g). A brownfield site within an eligible 69 

brownfield area that subsequently becomes subject to formal 70 

judicial or administrative enforcement action or corrective 71 

action under such federal authority shall have its eligibility 72 

revoked unless specific exemptions are secured by a memorandum 73 

of agreement with the United States Environmental Protection 74 

Agency pursuant to paragraph (2)(g). 75 

(b) Persons who have not caused or contributed to the 76 

contamination of a brownfield site on or after July 1, 1997, and 77 

who, prior to the department’s approval of a brownfield site 78 

rehabilitation agreement, are subject to ongoing corrective 79 

action or enforcement under state authority established in this 80 

chapter or chapter 403, including those persons subject to a 81 

pending consent order with the state, are eligible for 82 

participation in a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement if: 83 

1. The proposed brownfield site is currently idle or 84 

underutilized as a result of the contamination, and 85 

participation in the brownfield program will immediately, after 86 

cleanup or sooner, result in increased economic productivity at 87 
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the site, including at a minimum the creation of 10 new 88 

permanent jobs, whether full-time or part-time, which are not 89 

associated with implementation of the brownfield site 90 

rehabilitation agreement; and 91 

2. The person is complying in good faith with the terms of 92 

an existing consent order or department-approved corrective 93 

action plan, or responding in good faith to an enforcement 94 

action, as evidenced by a determination issued by the department 95 

or an approved local pollution control program. 96 

(c) Potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a 97 

local government which contain contamination for which a 98 

governmental entity is potentially responsible and which are 99 

already designated as federal brownfield pilot projects or have 100 

filed an application for designation to the United States 101 

Environmental Protection Agency are eligible for participation 102 

in a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement. 103 

(d) Potential brownfield sites owned by the state or a 104 

local government which are impacted by PFAS are eligible for 105 

participation in a brownfield site rehabilitation agreement, 106 

whether or not such contamination was caused or contributed to 107 

by the state or local government after July 1, 1997. 108 

(e)(d) After July 1, 1997, petroleum and drycleaning 109 

contamination sites shall not receive both restoration funding 110 

assistance available for the discharge under this chapter and 111 

any state assistance available under s. 288.107. Nothing in this 112 

act shall affect the cleanup criteria, priority ranking, and 113 

other rights and obligations inherent in petroleum contamination 114 

and drycleaning contamination site rehabilitation under ss. 115 

376.30-376.317, or the availability of economic incentives 116 
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otherwise provided for by law. 117 

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 118 
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I. Summary: 

SB 1720 revises the Florida Safe Drinking Water Act to include as a policy of the state 

protecting the citizens of Florida from harmful toxins in drinking water.  

 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), by January 1, 2021, to 

adopt and implement adequate rules for statewide drinking water maximum contaminant levels 

for the following: 

 Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS); 

 Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA); 

 Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl compounds (PFAS); 

 Chromium-6; 

 1,4-Dioxane; and 

 Any other pollutants for which two or more states have set limits for or issued guidance on. 

 

Note that rules that cost at least $1 million in the aggregate to the private sector over the first 

five years of implementation require legislative ratification.1  

 

The bill requires DEP, when adopting and implementing these rules, to review the studies and 

scientific evidence reviewed by other states and the United States Environmental Protection 

Agency. The bill also requires DEP to annually review the most recent peer-reviewed science 

and independent or government agency studies and the laws of other states regarding pollutants. 

The bill requires DEP to initiate additional rulemaking if necessary to comply with the 

provisions in the bill. 

                                                 
1 Section 120.541(3), F.S. 

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Florida’s Drinking Water  

Groundwater is the primary source of drinking water in Florida.2 While most groundwater is 

naturally protected from contaminants, chemicals and microorganisms can reach drinking water 

sources due to a wide array of pollution from human activities.3 Consumption of contaminated 

drinking water results in thousands of cases of illness each year and can even be fatal.4 Water 

quality testing is done to make people aware of contaminants in their drinking water, protect 

public health and safety, and take corrective action. 

 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Drinking Water Standards 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sets drinking water standards to 

control the level of contaminants in the nation's drinking water.5 The regulations also require 

water monitoring schedules and methods to measure contaminants in water.6 Drinking water 

standards apply to public water systems but not to private domestic drinking water wells or water 

not being used for drinking.7 A public water system provides water for human consumption 

through constructed conveyances (such as a pipe, ditch, or hose) to at least 15 service 

connections or regularly serves at least 25 individuals.8 

 

Currently, approximately 90 contaminants are regulated under National Primary Drinking Water 

Regulations established by EPA under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).9 These federal 

regulations establish enforceable standards called "maximum contaminant levels" (MCLs). An 

MCL is the maximum level allowed of a contaminant in water which is delivered to any user of a 

public water system.10 These standards are established based on the best available science to 

protect public health and are calculated so that little or no adverse health risk would be expected 

based on a lifetime average consumption rate of two liters of water per day for 70 years.11 When 

determining an MCL, EPA considers the adverse health risks to both the general population and 

sensitive subpopulations, including infants, children, the elderly, and those with compromised 

                                                 
2 South Florida Water Management District, Groundwater Modeling, https://www.sfwmd.gov/science-data/gw-modeling (last 

visited Jan. 26, 2020). 
3 Florida Department of Health (DOH) in Charlotte County, Private Well Testing, http://charlotte.floridahealth.gov/programs-

and-services/environmental-health/private-well-testing/index.html (last visited Jan. 26, 2020); Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP), Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants and Contaminants of Emerging Concern, 

https://floridadep.gov/comm/press-office/content/regulated-drinking-water-contaminants-and-contaminants-emerging-

concern (last visited Jan. 26, 2020).  
4 Id. 
5 Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 300f-300j; 40 C.F.R. s. 141. 
6 Id.; United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), How EPA Regulates Drinking Water Contaminants, 

https://www.epa.gov/dwregdev/how-epa-regulates-drinking-water-contaminants (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
7 40 C.F.R. s. 141; Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, Regulations, Guidance, and Advisories for PFAS, 2 (Jan. 

2018), available at https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/pfas_fact_sheet_regulations__1_4_18.pdf. 
8 42 U.S.C. s. 300f(4). 
9 40 C.F.R. ss. 141.61-141.66; EPA, How EPA Regulates Drinking Water Contaminants, 

https://www.epa.gov/dwregdev/how-epa-regulates-drinking-water-contaminants (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
10 42 U.S.C. s. 300f(3). 
11 DEP, Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants and Contaminants of Emerging Concern, 

https://floridadep.gov/comm/press-office/content/regulated-drinking-water-contaminants-and-contaminants-emerging-

concern (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
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immune systems and chronic diseases.12 MCLs are set as close to the health goals as possible 

after considering costs, benefits, and the ability of public water systems to detect and remove 

contaminants using suitable treatment technologies.13 MCLs are used by DEP to regulate the 

level of chemicals allowed in drinking water. 

 

In addition to regulated contaminants, EPA also prioritizes research and data collection for new 

chemicals that are being discovered in water that previously had not been detected or are being 

detected at levels that may be different than expected.14 These are called “contaminants of 

emerging concern” (CEC). While these CECs do not have regulatory limits, there may be a long-

term potential risk to human health or the environment associated with them. As part of EPA’s 

data collection on CECs, all large and selected smaller public water systems across the U.S. are 

required to monitor for the CECs.15 Once EPA’s study and evaluation is complete, if EPA 

decides not to regulate a CEC, then it may decide to develop a health advisory level (HAL) for 

the detected contaminants. While HALs are non-enforceable federal limits, they serve as 

technical guidance for federal, state, and local officials.16 

 

Florida Safe Drinking Water Act 

The Florida Safe Drinking Water Act was enacted in 1977 to ensure that safe drinking water is 

available to the citizens of Florida.17 The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is 

charged with the primary responsibility for the administration and implementation of the Florida 

Safe Drinking Water Act18 (FSDWA), with authority granted by the EPA. Florida has adopted 

EPA regulations that apply to public water systems to implement the FSDWA.19 

 

DEP adopts and enforces: 

 State primary drinking water regulations that must be no less stringent at any given time than 

the complete interim or revised national primary drinking water regulations in effect at such 

time; 

 State secondary drinking water regulations patterned after the national secondary drinking 

water regulations; and 

 Primary and secondary drinking water regulations for nontransient noncommunity water 

systems and transient noncommunity water systems, which must be no more stringent than 

the corresponding national primary or secondary drinking water regulations, except that 

                                                 
12 EPA, How EPA Regulates Drinking Water Contaminants, https://www.epa.gov/dwregdev/how-epa-regulates-drinking-

water-contaminants (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
13 EPA, Chromium in Drinking Water, https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water (last visited 

Jan. 19, 2020). 
14 DEP, Regulated Drinking Water Contaminants and Contaminants of Emerging Concern, 

https://floridadep.gov/comm/press-office/content/regulated-drinking-water-contaminants-and-contaminants-emerging-

concern (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
15 Id. 
16 EPA, How EPA Regulates Drinking Water Contaminants, https://www.epa.gov/dwregdev/how-epa-regulates-drinking-

water-contaminants (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
17 Section 403.850, F.S. 
18 Section 403.852, F.S. 
19 Section 403.853, F.S; Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-550. 
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nontransient noncommunity systems must monitor and comply with additional primary 

drinking water regulations as determined by DEP.20 

 

Approximately 88% of Florida’s residents are served by public water systems covered by the 

FSDWA.21 DEP rules contain the drinking water standards, monitoring requirements, and 

treatment techniques required of these systems.22 However, in seven counties, DEP delegates to 

the Department of Health (DOH) the authority to fully implement drinking water quality 

standards in public drinking water systems.23  

 

Drinking Water Systems Not Covered by FSDWA 

DOH also has general supervision and control over water systems not covered under the 

FSDWA.24 These include limited use public water systems that are too small to fit within the 

FSDWA’s definition of a public water system. In general, these systems are small public water 

systems that either serve a small population or otherwise serve water on a limited basis. More 

specifically, a “limited use public water system” serves less than 15 service connections or less 

than 25 people, or provides water to the public less than 60 days per year.25 These systems are 

subject to specific water quality standards set by DOH.26 

 

The current DOH drinking water rule explicitly sets MCLs and HALs for lead and nitrate.27 The 

DOH rule also uses the MCLs established under DEP’s Primary Drinking Water Standards28 and 

the HALs as set by DOH.29 DOH proposed to revise its rules to adopt any other primary drinking 

water HALs as listed in the 2018 edition of the U.S. EPA Drinking Water Standards and Health 

Advisories, if the MCL or HAL was not already listed in the DEP rule or DOH list of HALs.30 

This revision has not been adopted at this time;31 however, many of the substances in the DOH 

list of HALs are based off of EPA standards. 

 

                                                 
20 Section 403.853(1)(a), F.S. 
21 DOH, Private Well Testing: Private Well Owner’s Guide, http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/private-well-

testing/index.html (last visited Jan. 26, 2020). 
22 Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 62-550. 
23 DOH, Public Drinking Water Systems in Florida, http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-

water/public-drinking-water-systems.html (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
24 Section 381.0062(2), F.S.  
25 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64E-8.001(9) 
26 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64E-8.006. 
27 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64E-8.006. 
28 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64E-8.006; Fla. Admin. Code R. 62-550.310. 
29 Fla. Admin. Code R. 64E-8.006; DOH, Bureau of Environmental Health, Water Programs, Maximum Contaminant Levels 

and Health Advisory Levels, available at http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/_documents/hal-

list.pdf. 
30 DOH, Ch. 64E-8 Draft Rule, available at http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-

water/_documents/2018-64e-8-work-draft-20180613.pdf; see also Notice of Development of Rulemaking for Fla. Admin. 

Code R. 64E-8.006, Florida Administrative Register (Apr. 27, 2018), Vol. 44, No. 83. 
31 Notice of Withdrawal, Florida Administrative Register (Apr. 23, 2019), Vol. 45, No. 79. 
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Drinking Water Contaminants 

PFAS (Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances, including PFOA and PFOS) 

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a group of thousands of man-made compounds 

that include perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA). These 

compounds have been used over the last several decades as coatings in a variety of products, 

such as non-stick cookware, waterproof and stain-resistant fabrics, cleaning products, food 

packaging, and firefighting foams.32 While U.S. manufacturers have phased out use of the 

chemicals as of 2008,33 some remain, particularly at fire colleges, airports, and military 

installations.34 Additionally, although PFOA and PFOS are no longer manufactured in the United 

States, they are still produced internationally and can be imported into the United States in 

consumer goods such as carpet, leather and apparel, textiles, paper and packaging, coatings, 

rubber and plastics.35 

 

PFAS chemicals do not break down in the environment, have the ability to travel through soil 

and water, and can accumulate in fish and wildlife.36 Because of the widespread use and ease of 

transport, they can be found virtually everywhere. The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention has detected PFAS in nearly all persons it has tested, indicating that most everyone in 

the United States has been exposed to PFAS.37 Drinking water with significant levels of PFOA 

and PFOS for an extended period of time may increase the risk of low birthweight, 

developmental problems, liver damage, kidney damage, immune system disorders, high 

cholesterol, or thyroid disease.38 

 

Communities across the U.S. are discovering drinking water contaminated by PFAS and 

determining appropriate actions.39 PFAS in the environment are considered to be CECs40 and do 

not have federal drinking water standards despite widespread drinking water contamination, 

pervasive population exposure, and toxicological and epidemiological evidence of adverse health 

effects.41  

 

                                                 
32 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, History and Use of PFAS, 4 (Nov. 2017), available at https://pfas-

1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/pfas_fact_sheet_history_and_use__11_13_17.pdf. 
33 Id. 
34 EPA, Basic Information on PFAS, What are PFAS?, https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-pfas (last visited Jan. 26, 

2020). 
35 Id. 
36 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Per- and Polyfluorinated Substances (PFAS) Factsheet, 

https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitoring/PFAS_FactSheet.html (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
37 Id. 
38 DOH, Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS), http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/hazardous-waste-

sites/contaminant-facts/hw-pfas.html (last visited Jan. 21, 2020). 
39 Cordner, A., et. al., Guideline levels for PFOA and PFOS in drinking water: the role of scientific uncertainty, risk 

assessment decisions, and social factors, J. EXPO. SCI. ENVIRON. EPIDEMIOL. (Mar. 29, 2019), available at  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6455940/pdf/41370_2018_Article_99.pdf/. 
40 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, PFAS Fact Sheets (Nov. 2017), available at https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/11/pfas_fact_sheet_introductory__11_13_17.pdf. 
41 Cordner, A., et. al., Guideline levels for PFOA and PFOS in drinking water: the role of scientific uncertainty, risk 

assessment decisions, and social factors, J. EXPO. SCI. ENVIRON. EPIDEMIOL. (Mar. 29, 2019), available at  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6455940/pdf/41370_2018_Article_99.pdf/. 
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EPA, in its 2018 edition of the Drinking Water Standards and Health Advisory Tables, has not 

issued an MCL for PFOA and PFOS, but in 2016, it set a HAL of 70 parts per trillion (ppt) 

individually or combined in drinking water for the contaminants.42 A recent analysis of data by 

EPA found that approximately six million U.S. residents had drinking water with concentrations 

of PFOA or PFOS, or both, above the HAL.43 In 2019, EPA began evaluating the need for an 

MCL for PFOA and PFOS, which is done before conducting rulemaking.44 EPA is also 

developing groundwater cleanup designations and proposing designating the compounds as 

“hazardous substances.”45 

 

In 2012, an EPA study indicated that three utilities in Florida had total levels of PFOA and PFOS 

above EPA’s HAL. 46 As a result of coordinated efforts between DEP and the impacted water 

systems, all three facilities currently meet federal drinking water standards.47 In response to the 

EPA study, the discovery of the substances at 18 of 25 certified fire training facilities in the 

state,48 and increased public awareness, DEP is undertaking efforts to minimize human exposure. 

These efforts have led to the creation of provisional Cleanup Target Levels (CTLs) and screening 

levels for PFOA and PFOS.49 As it applies to limited public water systems, DOH has set its 

HALs for PFOA and PFOS to be the same as EPA’s HALs.50 

 

Absent federal PFAS standards, multiple U.S. states have developed their own health-based 

water guidelines to direct decisions about contaminated site cleanup and drinking water 

surveillance and treatment. Currently, no state requires monitoring of public water supplies for 

PFAS.51 Some states, including Washington, California, Colorado, Minnesota, Michigan, New 

Jersey, Massachusetts, and Vermont, have set numerical limits by either adopting the EPA’s 

                                                 
42 Id. 
43 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, Regulations, Guidance, and Advisories for PFAS (Jan. 2018), available at 

https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/pfas_fact_sheet_regulations__1_4_18.pdf. 
44 Id. at 5. 
45 DEP, PFAS Update (Dec. 2019), available at https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/12-9-19-senate-committee-on-

environment-and-natural-resources/. 
46 DEP, PFAS Update 6, (Dec. 2019), available at 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/EN/MeetingPacket/4761/8427_MeetingPacket_4761.9.19.pdf. 
47 Id. 
48 DEP, Fire Training Facilities Assessment for PFOA and PFOS, https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-cleanup/content/fire-

training-facilities-assessment-pfoa-and-pfos (last visited Jan. 24, 2020). PFAS chemicals were also discovered at 9 of 15 

drycleaning solvent cleanup sites and at 10 of 23 state lead cleanup sites; DEP, PFAS Update (Dec. 2019), available at 

https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/12-9-19-senate-committee-on-environment-and-natural-resources/. 
49 DEP, PFAS Update, (Dec. 2019), available at https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/12-9-19-senate-committee-on-

environment-and-natural-resources/. 
50  DOH, Bureau of Environmental Health, Water Programs, Maximum Contaminant Levels and Health Advisory Levels, 

available at http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/_documents/hal-list.pdf; see also EPA, 2018 

Edition of the Drinking Water Standards and Health Advisory Tables, 6 (Mar. 2018), available at 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/dwtable2018.pdf. 
51 Interstate Technology Regulatory Council, Regulations, Guidance, and Advisories for PFAS (Jan. 2018), available at 

https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/pfas_fact_sheet_regulations__1_4_18.pdf. 
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HALs or selecting other limits based on their own analysis of the scientific data.52 Several other 

states are also beginning to address PFAS chemicals in some capacity.53 

 

Chromium-6 

Chromium is an odorless and tasteless metallic element. Chromium is found naturally in rocks, 

plants, soil and volcanic dust, and animals.54 Hexavalent chromium, or chromium-6, is one of the 

most common forms of chromium that occurs in water. It occurs naturally from the erosion of 

chromium deposits and can also be produced by industrial processes. There are demonstrated 

instances of chromium being released to the environment by leakage, poor storage, or inadequate 

industrial waste disposal practices.55 

 

EPA has a drinking water standard of 0.1 milligrams per liter (mg/L) or 100 parts per billion 

(ppb) for total chromium.56 DEP has adopted this standard under its groundwater rule and DOH 

has adopted it as a HAL.57 This includes all forms of chromium, including chromium-6. Water 

systems are required to test for total chromium.58 Long-term exposure to chromium may cause 

adverse dermatological effects and skin reactions.59 EPA regularly re-evaluates drinking water 

standards and, based on new science on chromium-6, began a comprehensive review of its health 

effects in 2008.60 

 

1,4-Dioxane 

1,4-Dixoane is a synthetic industrial chemical that is flammable and potentially explosive if 

exposed to light or air. It is found at many federal facilities because of its widespread use as a 

stabilizer in certain chlorinated solvents, paint strippers, greases, and waxes.61 It can even be 

found in some consumer products, including deodorants, shampoos, and cosmetics.62 1,4-

Dioxane may leach readily from soil to groundwater, migrates rapidly in groundwater, and is 

                                                 
52 Silverman, Gerald B., Glass Half-Full on State Solutions to Chemicals in Water, Bloomberg Environment (Sep. 18, 2018), 

https://news.bloombergenvironment.com/environment-and-energy/glass-half-full-on-state-solutions-to-chemicals-in-water-

corrected (last visited Jan. 27, 2020). 
53 National Conference of State Legislatures, Per- and polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) | State Legislation 2017-2018, 

https://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas-state-laws.aspx 

(last visited Jan. 19, 2020). See e.g. Legislation in North Carolina to fund the monitoring and treatment of PFAS; in New 

York to require the department of health to study the extent of chemicals in people; in Pennsylvania to declare an area a 

special drinking water resource-impacted community based on the discovery of hazardous substances. 
54 EPA, Chromium in Drinking Water, available at https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

(last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
55 Id. 
56 EPA, 2018 Edition of the Drinking Water Standards and Health Advisory Tables, 8 (Mar. 2018), available at 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/dwtable2018.pdf. 
57 Fla. Admin. Code R. 62-550.828, see Table 1; see also DOH, Bureau of Environmental Health, Water Programs, Maximum 

Contaminant Levels and Health Advisory Levels, available at http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-

water/_documents/hal-list.pdf. 
58 EPA, Chromium in Drinking Water, available at https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

(last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
59 Id. 
60 Id. 
61 EPA, Technical Fact Sheet – 1,4-Dioxane (Nov. 2017), available at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-

03/documents/ffrro_factsheet_contaminant_14-dioxane_january2014_final.pdf. 
62 DEP, Contaminants of Emerging Concern Frequently Asked Questions, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/FREQUENTLY%20ASKED%20QUESTIONS%20CECs_0.pdf. 
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relatively resistant to biodegradation.63 Short-term exposure may cause eye, nose, and throat 

irritation and long-term exposure may cause kidney and liver damage.64 

 

EPA has not established a federal MCL for 1,4-Dioxane in drinking water.65 However, EPA 

established a HAL of 0.2 mg/L in drinking water.66 Various states have established drinking 

water and groundwater guidelines, including Florida. DEP has adopted the federal HAL for 

public water systems,67 and DOH set a HAL of 0.35 micrograms per liter (µg/L) for limited 

public water systems.68  

 

Financially Disadvantaged Small Communities 

In the Small Community Sewer Construction Assistance Act, the term “financially 

disadvantaged small community” means a county, municipality, or special district that has a 

population of 10,000 or fewer, according to the latest decennial census, and a per capita annual 

income less than the state per capita annual income as determined by the United States 

Department of Commerce.69 The term “special district”70 includes only those special districts 

whose public purpose includes water and sewer services, utility systems and services, or 

wastewater systems and services.71 

 

Statement of Estimated Regulatory Cost  

If a proposed agency rule will have an adverse impact on small business or is likely to directly or 

indirectly increase regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 aggregated within one year after 

implementation, an agency must prepare a statement of estimated regulatory costs (SERC).72 The 

SERC must include an economic analysis projecting a proposed rule’s adverse effect on 

specified aspects of the state’s economy or an increase in regulatory costs.73 If the SERC shows 

that the adverse impact or regulatory costs of the proposed rule exceeds $1 million in the 

aggregate to the private sector within five years after implementation, then the proposed rule 

must be submitted to the Legislature for ratification and may not take effect until it is ratified by 

the Legislature.74 

                                                 
63 EPA, Technical Fact Sheet – 1,4-Dioxane (Nov. 2017), available at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-

03/documents/ffrro_factsheet_contaminant_14-dioxane_january2014_final.pdf.  
64 Id. 
65 Id. 
66 EPA, 2018 Edition of the Drinking Water Standards and Health Advisory Tables, 4 (Mar. 2018), available at 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/dwtable2018.pdf. 
67 DEP, Contaminants of Emerging Concern Frequently Asked Questions, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/FREQUENTLY%20ASKED%20QUESTIONS%20CECs_0.pdf. 
68 DOH, Bureau of Environmental Health, Water Programs, Maximum Contaminant Levels and Health Advisory Levels, 

available at http://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/_documents/hal-list.pdf.  
69 Section 403.1838(2), F.S. 
70 Section 189.012, F.S. 
71 Section 403.1838(2), F.S. 
72 Section 120.541(1)(b), F.S. 
73 Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. 
74 Section 120.541(3), F.S. 
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III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill revises the policy behind the Florida Safe Drinking Water Act to include that the citizens 

of Florida shall be protected from harmful toxins in drinking water. 

 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), by January 1, 2021, to 

adopt and implement adequate rules for statewide drinking water maximum contaminant levels 

for the following: 

 Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOA); 

 Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOS); 

 Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl compounds (PFAS); 

 Chromium-6; 

 1,4-Dioxane; and 

 Any other pollutants for which two or more states have set limits for or issued guidance on. 

 

Note: New rules for statewide drinking water maximum contaminant levels may exceed the 

regulatory cost threshold of $1 million in the aggregate to the private sector within five years 

after implementation; therefore, the proposed rule may have to be submitted to the Legislature 

for ratification and may not take effect until it is ratified by the Legislature.75 

 

The bill requires DEP, when adopting and implementing these rules, to review the studies and 

scientific evidence reviewed by other states, including, but not limited to, information regarding 

the pollutants listed in the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Toxic 

Substances and Disease Registry and the most recent peer-reviewed science and independent or 

government agency studies regarding pollutants. 

 

The bill provides that any statewide drinking water maximum contaminant level adopted by DEP 

must protect the public health, including vulnerable subpopulations, such as pregnant and 

nursing women, infants, children, and residents of financially disadvantaged small communities, 

as defined in the Small Community Sewer Construction Assistance Act, and may not exceed any 

maximum contaminant level or health advisory promulgated by EPA.  

 

Finally, the bill requires DEP to annually review the most recent peer-reviewed science and 

independent or government agency studies and the laws of other states regarding pollutants. The 

bill requires DEP to initiate additional rulemaking if needed to comply with the provisions in the 

bill. 

 

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2020. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
75 Section 120.541, F.S. 



BILL: SB 1720   Page 10 

 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Once DEP sets MCLs for the chemicals specified under the bill, public and private 

utilities will have to increase treatment and monitoring to include those chemicals. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

There may be a negative fiscal impact to the state to the extent that there are costs for 

rulemaking, implementation, and staff needed to review studies, scientific evidence, and 

regulations in other states, as required under the bill.  

 

The requirement that DEP adopt rules for statewide drinking water MCLs for any 

pollutants for which two or more states have set limits for or issued guidance on could 

require an extensive and ongoing study and regular review, which could require staff time 

and resources. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends sections 403.851 and 403.853 of the Florida Statutes.   
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to the Florida Safe Drinking Water 2 

Act; amending s. 403.851, F.S.; revising state policy; 3 

amending s. 403.853, F.S.; requiring the Department of 4 

Environmental Protection to adopt and implement rules 5 

for statewide maximum contaminant levels for specified 6 

pollutants by a date certain; providing requirements 7 

for adopting and implementing such rules; requiring 8 

the department to annually review specified studies 9 

and laws and initiate certain rulemaking; providing an 10 

effective date. 11 

  12 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 13 

 14 

Section 1. Section 403.851, Florida Statutes, is amended to 15 

read: 16 

403.851 Declaration of policy; intent.—It is the policy of 17 

the state that the citizens of Florida shall be protected from 18 

harmful toxins in drinking water and assured of the availability 19 

of safe drinking water. Recognizing that this policy encompasses 20 

both environmental and public health aspects, it is the intent 21 

of the Legislature to provide a water supply program operated 22 

jointly by the department, in a lead-agency role of primary 23 

responsibility for the program, and by the Department of Health 24 

and its units, including county health departments, in a 25 

supportive role with specific duties and responsibilities of its 26 

own. Without any relinquishment of Florida’s sovereign powers 27 

and responsibilities to provide for the public health, public 28 

safety, and public welfare of the people of Florida, the 29 
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Legislature intends: 30 

(1) To give effect to Pub. L. No. 93-523 promulgated under 31 

the commerce clause of the United States Constitution, to the 32 

extent that interstate commerce is directly affected. 33 

(2) To encourage cooperation between federal, state, and 34 

local agencies, not only in their enforcement role, but also in 35 

their service and assistance roles to city and county elected 36 

bodies. 37 

(3) To provide for safe drinking water at all times 38 

throughout the state, with due regard for economic factors and 39 

efficiency in government. 40 

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 403.853, Florida 41 

Statutes, is amended to read: 42 

403.853 Drinking water standards.— 43 

(3)(a) The department shall adopt and implement adequate 44 

rules specifying procedures for the enforcement of state primary 45 

and secondary drinking water regulations, including monitoring 46 

and inspection procedures, that comply with regulations 47 

established by the administrator pursuant to the federal act. 48 

(b) By January 1, 2021, the department shall adopt and 49 

implement adequate rules for statewide drinking water maximum 50 

contaminant levels for the following: 51 

1. Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid. 52 

2. Perfluorooctanoic acid. 53 

3. Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl compounds. 54 

4. Chromium-6. 55 

5. 1,4-Dioxane. 56 

6. Any other pollutants for which two or more states have 57 

set limits for or issued guidance on. 58 



Florida Senate - 2020 SB 1720 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

18-01687A-20 20201720__ 

 Page 3 of 3  

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 

(c) In adopting and implementing rules pursuant to this 59 

subsection, the department shall review the studies and 60 

scientific evidence reviewed by other states, including, but not 61 

limited to, information regarding the pollutants listed in the 62 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Toxic Substances 63 

and Disease Registry and the most recent peer-reviewed science 64 

and independent or government agency studies regarding 65 

pollutants. 66 

(d) Any maximum contaminant level adopted by the department 67 

must protect the public health, including vulnerable 68 

subpopulations, such as pregnant and nursing women, infants, 69 

children, and residents of financially disadvantaged small 70 

communities, as defined in s. 403.1838(2), and may not exceed 71 

any maximum contaminant level or health advisory promulgated by 72 

the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 73 

(e) The department shall annually review the most recent 74 

peer-reviewed science and independent or government agency 75 

studies and the laws of other states regarding pollutants and 76 

shall initiate additional rulemaking if needed to comply with 77 

this subsection. 78 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 79 
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COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 1878 creates a new section of law that includes an annual appropriation, beginning in 

fiscal year 2020-2021, of a minimum of $625 million for the purposes of Everglades restoration 

and the protection of water resources in the state. The appropriation would be repealed on June 

30, 2023, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature. 

 

The bill states that the annual appropriation must be made in the following distributions as 

delineated in the 2020-2021 General Appropriations Act (GAA):  

 A minimum of $236 million for Everglades projects in accordance with the Land Acquisition 

Trust Fund (LATF). 

 $64 million for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir project in accordance with LATF. 

 $50 million for springs restoration in accordance with LATF.  

 A minimum of $40 million for alternative water supplies or water conservation.  

 A minimum of $25 million for projects within the watersheds of the St. Johns, Suwannee, 

and Apalachicola rivers.  

 A minimum of $10 million for the Florida Resilient Coastline Initiative.  

 A minimum of $50 million to the South Florida Water Management District for the design, 

engineering, and construction of aquifer storage and recovery wells.  

 A minimum of $4 million as delineated in the 2020-2021 GAA for red tide research.  
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After the above distributions, any remaining balance must be allocated to fund:  

 Targeted water quality improvements.  

 Alternative water supplies or water conservation.  

 Water quality enhancements and accountability, innovative technologies, and harmful algal 

bloom prevention and mitigation.  

 Land acquisition or easement acquisition, including, but not limited to, lands or easements 

purchased pursuant to the Florida Forever or Rural and Family Lands Protection programs.  

 Coral reef protection and restoration. 

 Projects within the watersheds of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 

The bill revises the distribution of funds for Everglades projects under the Land Acquisition 

Trust Fund to allocate $236 million for those projects. The bill provides that this revision expires 

on June 30, 2023, when the statutory text reverts to the current language. 

II. Present Situation: 

Executive Order Number 19-12: Achieving More Now for Florida’s Environment 

In January of 2019, Governor DeSantis issued the comprehensive Executive Order Number 19-

12 (EO 19-12).1 EO 19-12 directs strategic action on Florida’s environmental issues with a focus 

on accountability, transparency, and collaboration, and includes a proposed $2.5 billion 

investment over the next four years.2 The order directs the Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) to implement actions on a large range of topics, including water quality, 

Everglades restoration and protection, harmful algal blooms, reservoir projects, Lake 

Okeechobee, alternative water supply, and more. 

 

Office of Environmental Accountability and Transparency 

EO 19-12 directed DEP to create the Office of Environmental Accountability and Transparency, 

which was created in 2019.3 The Office is led by the Chief Science Officer and is located in the 

Office of the Secretary. The Office is charged with ensuring key water quality objectives are 

clearly communicated to the public, as well as organizing agency resources and science to focus 

on and solve complex challenges. The roles and responsibilities of the Office of Environmental 

Accountability and Transparency include: 

 Providing leadership for agency priority issues that require integration of science, policy, and 

management, from multiple programs and organizations internal and external to DEP. 

 Organizing and managing external communication on priority issues. 

 Promoting and facilitating key agency research initiatives to address priority environmental 

issues. 

 Exploring data and identifying opportunities for innovative approaches to addressing priority 

environmental issues.4  

                                                 
1 State of Florida, Office of the Governor, Executive Order Number 19-12 (2019)[hereinafter EO 19-12], available at 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2019/EO_19-12.pdf.  
2 Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Protecting Florida Together, https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/ (last 

visited Jan. 30, 2020).  
3 DEP, Office of Environmental Accountability and Transparency, https://floridadep.gov/oeat (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
4 Id. 
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Blue-Green Algae Task Force  

EO 19-12 directed DEP to establish a Blue-Green Algae Task Force, which is charged with 

expediting progress towards reducing nutrient pollution and the impacts of blue-green algae 

(cyanobacteria) blooms in the state.5 The task force’s responsibilities include identifying priority 

projects for funding and making recommendations for regulatory changes. The five-person task 

force issued a consensus document on October 11, 2019.6 This document contains guidance and 

recommendations on several topics, including: basin management action plans (BMAPs), 

agriculture and best management practices, septic systems, sanitary sewer overflows, and 

stormwater systems. 

 

Harmful Algal Bloom Task Force/Red Tide Task Force 

In 1999, the Legislature established a Harmful Algal Bloom Task Force for the purpose of 

determining research, monitoring, control, and mitigation strategies for red tide and other 

harmful algal blooms in Florida waters.7 The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) appoints members to and coordinates the task force, and prior to 2019 its last official 

meeting was in 2002.8 Governor DeSantis reactivated the Harmful Algal Bloom Task Force, 

which is now also known as the Red Tide Task Force, and which has agreed to focus on issues 

associated with red tide as their top priority.9 EO 19-12 directs DEP and the Department of 

Health (DOH) to participate in the task force to provide technical expertise and help study air 

quality and human health impacts of red tide.10 

 

Everglades Restoration 

Historically, the Everglades covered over seven million acres of South Florida, and water flowed 

down the Kissimmee River into Lake Okeechobee, then south through the vast Everglades to 

Florida Bay.11 The present Everglades system has been subdivided by the construction of canals, 

levees, roads, and other facilities as part of efforts to drain the system for agriculture, 

development, and flood control. As a result, the Everglades is less than half the size it was a 

century ago, and connections between the central Everglades and adjacent transitional wetlands 

have been lost. This separation and isolation can impair the Everglades’ wildlife communities 

and the sustainability of the ecosystem.12 Over time, the construction of canals and water control 

structures along with urban and agricultural expansion contributed to unintended consequences.13 

                                                 
5 EO 19-12, at 2; DEP, Blue-Green Algae Task Force, https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/state-action/blue-green-algae-

task-force (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
6 DEP, Blue-Green Algae Task Force Consensus Document #1 (Oct. 11, 2019), available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20Consensus%20%231_0.pdf. 
7 Section 379.2271, F.S. 
8 FWC, Harmful Algal Bloom/Red Tide Task Force, https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/taskforce/ (last visited Jan. 31, 

2020). 
9 Id.; EO 19-12, at 3; DEP, State Task Force Efforts: Red Tide Task Force, https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/state-

action/red-tide-task-force (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
10 EO 19-12, at 3. 
11 SFWMD, Everglades, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/everglades (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
12 Id. 
13 See SFWMD, Everglades Restoration Progress, 1 (2017), available at 

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/spl_everglades_progress.pdf.   
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After years of litigation concerning the water quality in the Everglades Protection Area, a 

consent decree was entered in the case of United States v. South Florida Water Management 

District in 1992.14 The consent decree, as implemented by the Everglades Forever Act in 1994,15 

set forth a two-pronged approach consisting of building stormwater treatment areas (STAs) and 

implementing best management practices (BMPs) in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) to 

reduce the total phosphorous levels in the Everglades Protection Area.16 The plan originally 

consisted of the construction of four STAs covering 35,000 acres, but by 2006, the need for 

additional STA acreage became clear.17 By 2010, approximately 57,000 acres of STAs were built 

and operating.18 Subsequently, conversations began between the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) and, in 

2012, they were able to reach a consensus on a new strategy for improving the water quality in 

the Everglades called the Restoration Strategies Regional Water Quality Plan.19 

 

Restoration Strategies is an $800 million technical plan to complete a suite of projects intended 

to expand water quality improvement projects necessary to achieve phosphorous water quality 

standards.20 Under these strategies, the SFWMD must complete several projects that will create 

more than 6,500 acres of new STAs and 116,000 acre-feet of additional water storage.21 

 

Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) 

The aforementioned programs work in cooperation with the multi-billion-dollar, multi-decade 

Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).22 CERP was submitted to Congress in 

1999 and received congressional authorization in 2000.23 Under CERP, the federal government 

and the state equally fund the costs of restoration in a 50-50 partnership. The United States Army 

Corps of Engineers is the lead federal agency, and the SFWMD is the lead state agency.24 

                                                 
14 Case No. 88-1886-CIV-Moreno (S.D. Fla. 1992); see also SFWMD, Restoration Strategies Regional Water Quality Plan, 

Science Plan for the Everglades Stormwater Treatment Areas, 2 (June 2013) [hereinafter Science Plan], available at 

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rs_scienceplan_060713_final.pdf (last visited Jan. 31, 2020). 
15 Section 373.4592, F.S.  
16 See SFWMD, Long-Term Plan for Achieving Water Quality Goals, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/wq-stas/long-term-

plan (last visited Jan. 18, 2020); see SFWMD, Regulatory Source Control Programs, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-

work/source-control-bmps (last visited Jan. 19, 2020); see SFWMD, Water Quality Improvement - Stormwater Treatment 

Areas (STAs), https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/wq-stas (last visited Jan. 19, 2020). 
17 Science Plan at 2. 
18 Id. 
19 SFWMD, quick facts on…Restoration Strategies for Clean Water for the Everglades (Feb. 2017), available at 

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/spl_restoration_strategies.pdf. 
20 SFWMD, Harmful Nutrients in the Everglades Now Reduced by 90%, 2, available at 

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/infographic_everglades_wq.pdf.   
21 Science Plan at 3; see SFWMD, Restoration Strategies for Clean Water for the Everglades, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-

work/restoration-strategies (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
22 SFWMD, CERP Project Planning, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/cerp-project-planning (last visited Jan. 18, 2020). 
23 Water Resources Development Act of 2000, P.L. 106-541, Dec. 11, 2000. 
24 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Corps of Engineers, Partners, Report on Progress Restoring America’s 

Everglades (Mar. 30, 2016), https://www.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Archive/Story-Article-View/Article/710178/corps-of-

engineers-partners-report-on-progress-restoring-americas-everglades/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
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CERP is composed of a series of projects designed to address four major characteristics of water 

flow: quantity, quality, timing, and distribution.25 The primary goal is to capture freshwater that 

flows unused to the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, through the C-44 and C-43 Canals 

respectively, and to deliver it when and where it is needed most. The CERP includes more than 

68 project components which focus on improving the water delivery and timing within the 

Everglades system by increasing the size of natural areas, improving water quality, releasing 

water in a manner that mimics historical flow patterns, and storing and distributing water for 

urban, agricultural, and ecological uses.26 Major features of the CERP include surface water 

storage reservoirs, water preserve areas, management of Lake Okeechobee as an ecological 

resource, improvement of water deliveries to the estuaries, underground water storage, treatment 

wetlands, improvement of water deliveries to the Everglades, removal of barriers to sheet flow, 

storage of water in existing quarries, reuse of wastewater, and the improvement of water flows to 

Florida Bay.27 

 

The Integrated Delivery Schedule (IDS) is the timeline of Everglades restoration projects cost 

shared by the state and federal governments.28 The IDS provides the sequencing strategy for 

planning, designing, and constructing projects based on ecosystem needs, benefits, costs, and 

available funding.29 The IDS achieves restoration benefits by maximizing benefits to the regional 

system as early as possible, ensuring the readiness of additional projects, and maintaining 

consistency among projects.30 The IDS was most recently updated in October of 2019.31 

 

CERP: Aquifer Storage and Recovery 

As part of CERP, it was estimated that up to 333 wells could store water underground for the 

Everglades and natural systems.32 Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) systems involve taking 

surplus fresh surface water, treating it as required for permit compliance, and storing it in the 

Floridan Aquifer System for subsequent recovery.33 The injected fresh water replaces brackish 

water to form a “freshwater bubble.”34 In 2015, a regional study of ASR was completed and 

found that large capacity ASR systems could be built and operated in South Florida; however, 

based on groundwater monitoring evaluations, the study recommended reducing the overall 

                                                 
25 USACE, Corps of Engineers, Partners, Report on Progress Restoring America’s Everglades (Mar. 30, 2016), 

https://www.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Archive/Story-Article-View/Article/710178/corps-of-engineers-partners-report-on-

progress-restoring-americas-everglades/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
26 See USACE, Comprehensive Everglades Restoration (CERP) Overview (Jul. 2018), 

https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/api/collection/p16021coll11/id/2570/download.  
27 USACE and SFWMD, Central and Southern Florida Project Comprehensive Review Study, Final Feasibility Report and 

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, vii-ix (Apr. 1999), available at 

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CENTRAL_AND_SOUTHERN_FLORIDA_PROJECT_COMPREHE

NSIVE_REVIEW_STUDY.pdf.   
28 SFWMD, CERP Planning, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/cerp-project-planning (Jan. 30, 2020); USACE, Integrated 

Delivery Schedule, https://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Ecosystem-Restoration/Integrated-Delivery-

Schedule/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
29 SFWMD, CERP Planning, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/cerp-project-planning (Jan. 30, 2020). 
30 Id. 
31 USACE, Integrated Delivery Schedule - A South Florida Ecosystem Restoration program Snapshot Through 2030, 

https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p16021coll11/id/4143 (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
32 USACE, Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), Regional Study (2018), 

http://cdm16021.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p16021coll11/id/1994 (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
33 Id. 
34 SFWMD, Aquifer Storage and Recovery, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/alternative-water-supply/asr (Jan. 30, 2020).  



BILL: CS/SB 1878   Page 6 

 

number of ASR wells to 131, to avoid adverse effects to the aquifer, groundwater, and existing 

users.35  

 

Additionally, two pilot projects were completed: one in the Kissimmee Basin and one near the 

Hillsboro Canal, which determined that ASR systems in the Lake Okeechobee in the upper 

portions of the Floridan aquifer system could achieve a rate of recoverability of upwards of 100 

percent of stored water due to the freshwater quality of the aquifer in that region, but, conversely, 

ASR systems south of the lake, because of the brackish quality of the aquifer in that region, 

would require successive cycles over a few years to achieve a target of 70 percent recovery.36 

Water injected into ASR wells must meet Florida’s drinking water quality standards.37 

 

CERP: Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir 

The EAA Reservoir project was conditionally authorized in the federal Water Resources 

Development Act of 2000 as a component of CERP.38 To accelerate progress on the project, 

Senate Bill 10 was passed by the Florida Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Rick Scott in 

2017.39 In 2018, the U.S. Congress provided the required federal authorization and approved a 

plan developed by the South Florida Water Management District.40 In 2019, EO 19-12 directed 

DEP to instruct SFWMD to immediately start the next phase of the project design and ensure 

that USACE approve the project according to schedule.41 

 

The project includes a combination of canals, STAs, and a storage reservoir—all intended to 

improve water quality in the Everglades.42 The reservoir is anticipated to hold 240,000 acre-feet 

of water and include a new STA.43 SFWMD expects to begin the full design of the A-2 STA 

component of the project soon and is working to obtain state and federal permits to clear land for 

the construction of a canal for the project. Right now, critical site preparation and preliminary 

design work is underway.44 

 

                                                 
35 USACE and SFWMD, Final Technical Data Report, Aquifer Storage and Recovery Regional Study, xvii, xx (May 2015), 

available at 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Portals/44/docs/Environmental/ASR%20Regional%20Study/Final_Report/ASR_RegionalStu

dy_Final_2015.pdf.pdf (last visited Jan. 31, 2017); USACE, Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), Regional Study (2018), 

http://cdm16021.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p16021coll11/id/1994 (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
36 USACE and SFWMD, Final Technical Data Report, Aquifer Storage and Recovery Regional Study, xxix (May 2015). 
37 DEP, UIC Wells Classification, https://floridadep.gov/water/aquifer-protection/content/uic-wells-classification (last visited 

Jan. 30, 2020). 
38 The Water Resources Development Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-541, Dec. 11, 2000). 
39 Chapter 2017-10, Laws of Fla. 
40 SFWMD, Everglades Agricultural Area Storage Reservoir Project, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/cerp-project-

planning/eaa-reservoir (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
41 EO 19-12, at 2, available at https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2019/EO_19-12.pdf. 
42 SFWMD, Everglades Agricultural Area Storage Reservoir Project, https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/cerp-project-

planning/eaa-reservoir (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
43 Id. 
44 Id. 
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Outstanding Florida Springs 

Florida’s springs are unique and beautiful resources that form when groundwater is forced out 

through natural openings in the ground.45 The historically crystal clear waters provide not only a 

variety of recreational opportunities and habitats, but also great economic value for recreation 

and tourism. Springs are major sources of stream flow in a number of rivers such as the 

Rainbow, Chassahowitzka, Homosassa, and Ichetucknee.46 Additionally, Florida’s springs 

provide a “window” into the Floridan aquifer system, which provides most of the state’s drinking 

water.  

 

Florida has more than 700 recognized springs, categorized by flow in cubic feet per second.47 

First magnitude springs are those that discharge 100 cubic feet of water per second or greater. 

Florida has 33 first magnitude springs in 18 counties that discharge more than 64 million gallons 

of water per day. Spring discharges are used to determine groundwater quality and the degree of 

human impact on a spring’s recharge area. Rainfall, surface conditions, soil type, mineralogy, the 

composition and porous nature of the aquifer system, flow, and length of time in the aquifer all 

contribute to groundwater chemistry.48 

 

In 2016, the Legislature passed the Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection Act, which identified 

30 "Outstanding Florida Springs" (OFS) that have additional statutory protections and 

requirements to ensure their conservation and restoration for future generations.49 A key aspect 

of the Springs and Aquifer Protection Act relating to water quality is the designation of a priority 

focus area for each OFS where the Floridan Aquifer is generally most vulnerable to pollutant 

inputs as delineated in a BMAP.50 Additionally, the Springs and Aquifer Protection Act includes 

the development of onsite sewage treatment and disposal system (OSTDS) remediation plans.51  

 

Alternative Water Supply 

Between 2010 and 2030, statewide demand for water is expected to increase due to increased 

public supply, agricultural irrigation, and other water uses. Total water withdrawals for all uses 

are expected to increase by almost 21 percent to about 1.3 billion gallons per day.52 As water use 

                                                 
45 Department of Community Affairs, Protecting Florida’s Springs: An Implementation Guidebook, 3-1 to 3-2 (Feb. 2008), 

available at http://www.tampabay.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/Protecting-Floridas-Springs-Implementation-

Guidebook.pdf. 
46 Id. at 3-1. 
47 Florida Geological Survey, Springs of Florida Bulletin No. 66, available at  

http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/FGS/WEB/springs/bulletin_66.pdf. 
48 Id. 
49 Chapter 2016-1, Laws of Fla.; see s. 373.802, F.S., Outstanding Florida Springs include all historic first magnitude springs, 

including their associated spring runs, as determined by DEP using the most recent Florida Geological Survey springs 

bulletin, and De Leon Springs, Peacock Springs, Poe Springs, Rock Springs, Wekiwa Springs, and Gemini Springs, and their 

associated spring runs. 
50 Section 373.802(5), F.S. 
51 Commonly called a “septic remediation plan.” 
52 DEP, Alternative Water Supply, https://floridadep.gov/water-policy/water-policy/content/alternative-water-supply (last 

visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
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continues to increase, one of the ways water demands can be met is through the development of 

alternative water supplies (AWSs).53 Alternative water supplies include:54 

 Salt water or brackish surface water and groundwater, which can be converted to fresh water 

through desalination;55 

 Sources made available through increasing storage capacity for surface or groundwater; for 

example, through surface reservoirs or by injecting potable water into the aquifer;56 

 Water that has been reclaimed after one or more public supply, municipal, industrial, 

commercial, or agricultural uses; 

 The downstream augmentation of waterbodies with reclaimed water; 

 Stormwater; and 

 Any other water supply source that is designated as a nontraditional source for a water supply 

planning region in a regional water supply plan. 

 

Funding for the development of AWSs is a shared responsibility between water suppliers and 

users, the state, and WMDs.57 Water suppliers and users have the primary responsibility for 

providing funding, while the state and WMDs have the responsibility to provide funding 

assistance.58 

 

AWS development projects may receive state funding through specific appropriation or through 

the Water Protection and Sustainability Program (WPSP) if funded by the Legislature.59 

Applicants for projects that receive funding through the WPSP are required to pay at least 60 

percent of the project’s construction costs.60 A WMD may waive this requirement for projects 

developed by financially disadvantaged small local governments. Additionally, a WMD may, at 

its discretion, use ad valorem or federal revenues to assist a project applicant in meeting the 

match requirement.61 

 

St. Johns River 

The St. Johns River is the longest river that is entirely within the state.62 The St. Johns River is 

divided into three watersheds: the Lower St. Johns River Basin, the Middle St. Johns River 

Basin, and the Upper St. Johns River Basin. Because the river flows north, the upper basin refers 

to the area that forms in Indian River and Brevard counties, south of the middle and lower 

basins.63 Major tributaries that flow into the St. Johns River include the Wekiva River, the 

Econlockhatchee River, and the Ocklawaha River.64 The river is home to many plant species and 

                                                 
53 Sections 373.707, F.S. 
54 Section 373.019(1), F.S. 
55 DEP, Alternative Water Supply, https://floridadep.gov/water-policy/water-policy/content/alternative-water-supply (last 

visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
56 Id.; see also DEP, Water Supply, https://floridadep.gov/water-policy/water-policy/content/water-supply (last visited Jan. 

30, 2020). 
57 Section 373.707(2)(c), F.S. 
58 Id. 
59 Section 373.707(1)(d), and (6), F.S. 
60 Section 373.707(8)(e), F.S. 
61 Id. 
62 SJRWMD, The St. Johns River, https://www.sjrwmd.com/waterways/st-johns-river/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
63 Id. 
64 Id. 
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marine animals, including manatees, largemouth bass and many other species of fish, crabs, 

shrimp, river otters, waterfowl, blue herons, bald eagles, and alligators.65 

 

Stormwater runoff from urban areas, treated domestic and industrial wastewater, and agricultural 

runoff from farming areas affects the water quality of the St. Johns River.66 The largest 

contributor of pollution in the lower basin is treated wastewater, with additional significant 

sources of nutrient pollution coming from agricultural areas.67 The upper basin was drained and 

diked for agricultural purposes and now the floodwaters from the basin drain to the Indian River 

Lagoon to the east, which diminishes the water quality in the lagoon and degrades the upper 

basin’s remaining marshes.68 

 

Suwannee River 

The Suwannee River Watershed covers approximately 9,950 square miles in south Georgia and 

north Florida.69 The watershed consists of the Suwannee River and all the creeks and streams 

which flow into the Suwannee as it makes its way to the Gulf of Mexico. The Suwannee River 

originates in the Okefenokee Swamp and has three major tributaries: the Alapaha, Little, and 

Withlacoochee Rivers.70 The swamp and all three rivers begin in south Georgia.  

 

Seven springs in the Suwannee River Basin are impaired Outstanding Florida Springs: Fanning 

Springs, Manatee Spring, Falmouth Spring, Troy Spring, Lafayette Blue Spring, Madison Blue 

Spring, and Peacock Springs.71 Many species of fish and wildlife depend on the watershed, 

including deer, raccoon, fox, egrets, herons, manatees, alligator snapping turtles, and black 

bears.72 The Suwannee River Watershed also includes the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic 

Preserve, which is the second largest contiguous area of seagrass habitat in the eastern Gulf of 

Mexico.73   

 

Apalachicola River 

The Apalachicola River is the largest river in Florida and provides 35 percent of the freshwater 

entering the northeastern Gulf of Mexico, accounting for the second largest freshwater inflow to 

                                                 
65 Id. 
66 SJRWMD, Lower St. Johns River Basin, https://www.sjrwmd.com/waterways/st-johns-river/lower/ (last visited Jan. 30, 

2020). 
67 Id. 
68 SJRWMD, Upper St. Johns River Basin, https://www.sjrwmd.com/waterways/st-johns-river/upper/ (last visited Jan. 30, 

2020). 
69 United States Fish & Wildlife Service, Suwannee River Watershed: Conserving the Georgia/Florida Connection, available 

at https://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Documents/NFL_Suwanee_factsheet.pdf. 
70 Id. 
71 DEP, Suwannee River Basin Management Action Plan, 12 (June 2018), available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Suwannee%20Final%202018.pdf. 
72 United States Fish & Wildlife Service, Suwannee River Watershed: Conserving the Georgia/Florida Connection, available 

at https://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Documents/NFL_Suwanee_factsheet.pdf. 
73 DEP, Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve- Management and Protection of Seagrasses, 

https://floridadep.gov/rcp/aquatic-preserve/content/big-bend-seagrasses-aquatic-preserve-management-and-protection (last 

visited Jan. 29, 2020). 
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the Gulf.74 The Apalachicola River and the adjoining Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers comprise a 

drainage system encompassing more than 19,000 square miles of southern Georgia, eastern 

Alabama, and northern Florida.75  

 

The area harbors one of the highest concentrations of threatened and endangered species in the 

United States.76 Apalachicola Bay is a productive estuary, supplying approximately 90% of the 

oysters in Florida and 10% nationally, and is an important nursery ground for numerous 

commercially and recreationally important fish and invertebrate species.77 The coastal systems 

within the Apalachicola River System are nationally recognized for their important 

environmental resources through designations such as State Aquatic Preserve,78 Outstanding 

Florida Water,79 and National Estuarine Research Reserve.80 

 

Diminished flow rates resulting from recent droughts and upstream consumptive water uses have 

impacted the ecology of the river systems and Apalachicola Bay, which is directly influenced by 

the amount, timing, and duration of freshwater inflow from the Apalachicola River.81 

 

Florida Resilient Coastlines Program 

DEP’s Florida Resilient Coastlines Program helps prepare coastal communities and habitats for 

the effects of climate change and sea level rise by offering technical assistance and funding to 

communities dealing with coastal flooding, erosion, and ecosystem changes.82 Resiliency is 

generally addressed at a local government level, and each local government may have unique 

goals, needs, and available resources. The Florida Resilient Coastlines Program provides 

financial assistance to local governments aimed at preparing coastal communities for the current 

and future effects of rising sea levels.83 In 2019, DEP awarded funding for numerous projects 

providing assistance to coastal communities.84 Priority areas include implementing statutory 

requirements and objectives, vulnerability assessments, adaptation plans, regional efforts, and 

environmental justice.85  

                                                 
74 Department of Economic Opportunity, Apalachicola Bay Area, http://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-

development/programs/community-planning-table-of-contents/areas-of-critical-state-concern/city-of-apalachicola (last 

visited Jan. 30, 2020); see also, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Next Steps for a Healthy Gulf of Mexico Watershed, 

https://www.fws.gov/southeast/gulf-restoration/next-steps/focal-area/greater-apalachicola-basin/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
75 Id. 
76 Id. 
77 Id. 
78 DEP, Apalachicola Bay Aquatic Preserve, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/aquatic-preserve/locations/apalachicola-bay-aquatic-

preserve (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
79 Fla. Admin. Code R. 62-302.700. 
80 DEP, National Estuarine Research Reserves – Apalachicola, https://floridadep.gov/RCP/NERR-Apalachicola (last visited 

Jan. 30, 2020). 
81 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Next Steps for a Healthy Gulf of Mexico Watershed, https://www.fws.gov/southeast/gulf-

restoration/next-steps/focal-area/greater-apalachicola-basin/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
82 DEP, Florida Resilient Coastlines Program, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/florida-resilient-coastlines-program (last visited 

Feb. 3, 2020). 
83 DEP, Funding Opportunities, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/florida-resilient-coastlines-program/content/funding-opportunities 

(last visited Feb. 3, 2020). 
84 DEP, Funded Projects, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/florida-resilient-coastlines-program/content/funded-projects (last visited 

Feb. 3, 2020). 
85 DEP, Resiliency Planning Grants, Fiscal Year 2020-2021, Grant Goals and Priorities, available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/RPG-FY-20-21-Goals-and-Priorities.pdf. 
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Indian River Lagoon 

The Indian River Lagoon system (IRL) is a 156-mile-long estuary spanning approximately 40 

percent of Florida’s east coast.86 There are six coastal counties in the IRL watershed: Volusia, 

Brevard, Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin, and Palm Beach.87 There are three interconnected 

lagoons in the IRL basin: Mosquito Lagoon, Banana River Lagoon, and Indian River Lagoon.88 

The IRL is one of the most biologically diverse estuaries in North America.89 It is home to more 

than 2,000 species of plants, 600 species of fish, 300 species of birds, and 53 threatened or 

endangered species.90 In 2014, the estimated annual economic value received from the IRL was 

approximately $7.6 billion, around $1.57 billion of which is attributable to recreation and visitor-

related activity.91 Industry groups that are directly influenced by the IRL support nearly 72,000 

jobs.92 

 

The IRL ecosystem has been harmed by human activities in the region. Stormwater runoff from 

urban and agricultural areas, wastewater treatment facility discharges, canal discharges, septic 

systems, animal waste, and fertilizer applications have led to harmful levels of nutrients and 

sediments entering the lagoon.93 These pollutants create cloudy conditions, feed algal blooms, 

and lead to muck accumulation, all of which negatively impact the seagrass that provides habitat 

for much of the IRL’s marine life.94 During the 2011 “Superbloom,” intense algal blooms of 

phytoplankton occurred throughout most of the IRL, lasting for seven months and resulting in 

massive losses of seagrass that has yet to fully recover.95 There have also been recurring brown 

tides; unusual mortalities of dolphins, manatees, and shorebirds; and large fish kills due to low 

dissolved oxygen from decomposing algae.96 Brown tide is a type of algal bloom dominated by a 

brown, microscopic marine algae, which can be harmful to ecosystems in high concentrations, 

and was first documented in state waters in 2012.97 The St. Lucie Estuary is a major tributary to 

                                                 
86 IRLNEP, About the Indian River Lagoon, http://www.irlcouncil.com/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2019). 
87 DEP, Basin Management Action Plan, Indian River Lagoon Basin Central Indian River Lagoon, xi (2013), available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/central-irl-bmap.pdf. 
88 DEP, TMDL Report, Nutrient and Dissolved Oxygen TMDLs for the Indian River Lagoon and Banana River Lagoon, 1 

(Mar. 2009), available at https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/indian-banana-nutrient-do-tmdl.pdf. 
89 IRLNEP, About the Indian River Lagoon, http://www.irlcouncil.com/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
90 Id. 
91 East Central Florida Regional Planning Council and Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, Indian River Lagoon 

Economic Valuation Update, vi, ix (Aug. 26, 2016), available at 

http://tcrpc.org/special_projects/IRL_Econ_Valu/FinalReportIRL08_26_2016.pdf. 
92 Id. at ix. 
93 Save Our Lagoon at xii; Marine Resources Council, Indian River Lagoon Health Update, 4-7 (2018), available at 

https://savetheirl.org/wp-content/uploads/mrc-report-card-2018-min.pdf. 
94 Save Our Lagoon at xii. 
95 IRL 2011 Consortium, Indian River Lagoon 2011 Superbloom - Plan of Investigation, 2-3 (2012), available at 

http://www.irlcouncil.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79276172/23._2011superbloom_investigationplan_june_2012.pdf; IRLNEP, 

Annual Report - 2018, 9 (2018), available at 

http://www.irlcouncil.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79276172/2018annualrept_medred.pdf.  
96 Save Our Lagoon at xii. 
97 SJRWMD, Renewing the Lagoon - Frequently Asked Questions, https://www.sjrwmd.com/waterways/renew-lagoon/#faq-

01 (last visited Nov. 25, 2019); FWC, Effects of Brown Tide in the Indian River Lagoon (2012), 

https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/monitoring/historical-events/brown-tide/ (last visited Nov. 25, 2019). 
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the southern IRL, so freshwater discharges from Lake Okeechobee, which can include toxic 

cyanobacteria, also impact the IRL.98 

 

Coral Reef Protection 

Coral reefs are valuable natural resources. They protect coastlines by reducing wave energy from 

storms and hurricanes. They serve as a source of food and shelter and provide critical habitat for 

over 6,000 species, including commercially important fisheries. Many medicines, as well as 

other health and beauty products, are derived from marine plants, algae, and animals found on 

coral reefs.99 Coral reefs in southeast Florida support a rich and diverse assemblage of stony 

corals, octocorals, macroalgae, sponges, and fishes. These ecological communities extend over 

330 nautical miles from the Dry Tortugas to the St. Lucie Inlet in Martin County.100 

 

People use coral reefs as a resource for recreation, education, scientific research, and public 

inspiration. Millions of tourists and local residents enjoy scuba diving, snorkeling, and fishing on 

Florida's coral reefs. A study of reefs along southeast Florida and the Florida Keys showed that 

fishing, diving, and boating-related expenditures generate $6.3 billion in sales and income and 

sustain more than 71,000 jobs annually.101 

 

Unfortunately, coral reefs are vulnerable to harmful environmental changes, particularly those 

resulting from human activities. Corals are highly sensitive to even small temperature changes 

and can react through bleaching, reduced growth rates, reduced reproduction, increased 

vulnerability to diseases, and die-offs. In recent years, corals have experienced declines due to a 

combination of factors including coral disease, coral bleaching, high ocean temperatures, and 

human impacts.102 

 

The Florida Coral Reef Protection Act requires responsible parties to notify DEP when they run 

their vessel aground, strike, or otherwise damage coral reefs. The responsible party must remove 

the vessel and work with DEP to assess the damage and restore the reef.103 DEP may require the 

responsible party to pay the cost of assessment and restoration, as well as pay a fine.104 

 

Florida Coral Reef Programs 

The Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP) within DEP oversees several programs and 

initiatives to coordinate research and monitoring, develop management strategies, and promote 

partnerships to protect coral reefs, hard bottom communities, and associated reef resources of 

southeast Florida.105 The CRCP is a member of the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force and leads the 

                                                 
98 DEP, Basin Management Action Plan, St. Lucie River and Estuary Basin, xi (2013), available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/stlucie-estuary-nutr-bmap.pdf; IRLNEP, Annual Report - 2018, 9 (2018); Marine 

Resources Council, Indian River Lagoon Health Update, 11 (2018). 
99 DEP, Coral Reef Conservation Program, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/coral (last visited Jan. 30, 2020); DEP, Coral Reef 

Conservation Program 2011-2016 Strategic Plan, 3 (July 2011), available at 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/CRCP_Strategic_Plan_2011-2016.pdf. 
100 Id. 
101 Id. 
102 DEP, Florida’s Coral Reefs, https://floridadep.gov/rcp/rcp/content/floridas-coral-reefs (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
103 Section 403.93345(5), F.S. 
104 Section 403.93345(6), (7), and (8), F.S. 
105 Id. 
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Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI), which is a national action plan to develop and 

implement strategies to reduce key threats to coral reef resources in southeast Florida through 

collaborative action among government and non-governmental partners.106  

 

FWC also plays a role in protecting Florida’s coral reefs. Through the Coral Reef Evaluation and 

Monitoring Project (CREMP), FWC has monitored the condition of coral reef and hard bottom 

habitats annually throughout the Florida Keys since 1996, southeast Florida since 2003, and the 

Dry Tortugas since 2004. The CREMP was able to document the temporal changes that have 

occurred in recent years.107 

 

Red Tide 

In the waters around Florida, particularly in the Gulf of Mexico, such high concentrations of 

algae occur that the water turns red or brown.108 These harmful algal blooms are known as “red 

tide,” and have been observed for centuries.109 In the Gulf of Mexico and around Florida, the 

species that causes most red tide is Karenia brevis (K. brevis).110 K. brevis is a single-celled 

algae that occurs in marine and estuarine waters in Florida.111 K. brevis produces neurotoxins 

called brevetoxins that can sicken or kill fish, seabirds, turtles, and marine mammals.112 Wave 

action can break open K. brevis cells and release the brevetoxins into the air, and with winds 

blowing onshore. This can lead to respiratory irritation in humans, and potentially serious illness 

for people with severe or chronic respiratory conditions.113 The red tide toxins can also 

accumulate in animals such as oysters and clams, which can lead to Neurotoxic Shellfish 

Poisoning in people who consume contaminated shellfish.114 Though this is less common, 

blooms of K. brevis can also contribute to fish kills by depleting the water of dissolved 

oxygen.115 The algae causing red tide is different from the cyanobacteria (often called “blue-

green algae”) found in freshwater systems such as Lake Okeechobee.116  

 

In 2018, the Governor issued executive orders declaring a state of emergency in 14 counties for 

red tide algae blooms.117 These harmful algal blooms can result in significant costs associated 

                                                 
106 DEP, Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative, https://floridadep.gov/CoralReefs (last visited Jan. 30, 2020); SEFCRI, 

What is SEFCRI?, http://southeastfloridareefs.net/about-us/what-is-sefcri/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
107 FWC, Coral Reef Evaluation and Monitoring Project (CREMP), http://myfwc.com/research/habitat/coral/cremp/ (last 

visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
108 FWC, Red Tide FAQ, https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/faq/ (last visited Jan. 31, 2020). 
109 Id. 
110 Id. 
111 FWC, Karenia Brevis: Fact Sheet, available at https://myfwc.com/media/12422/karenia-brevis-factsheet.pdf; Mote 

Marine Laboratory, Phytoplankton Ecology, https://mote.org/research/program/phytoplankton-ecology (last visited Jan. 31, 

2020). K. brevis is a “phytoplankton” because it does photosynthesis like a plant. 
112 FWC, Karenia Brevis: Fact Sheet. 
113 Mote Marine Laboratory, Florida Red Tide FAQ’s, https://mote.org/news/florida-red-tide (last visited Jan. 31, 2020). 
114 FWC, Karenia Brevis: Fact Sheet, available at https://myfwc.com/media/12422/karenia-brevis-factsheet.pdf. 
115 Id. 
116 FWC, Red Tide FAQ, https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/faq/ (last visited Jan. 31, 2020); DEP, Freshwater Algal 

Blooms, Frequently Asked Questions (2019), available at https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/freshwater-algal-bloom-

faqs_2019.pdf.  
117 Office of Economic & Demographic Research, Annual Assessment of Florida’s Water Resources and Conservation 

Lands, 2019 Edition, 154-155 (2019) available at http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/natural-

resources/LandandWaterAnnualAssessment_2019Edition.pdf. 
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with public health, recreation and tourism, and management and monitoring.118 Red tides can last 

as little as a few weeks or longer than a year.119 The duration of a K. brevis bloom depends on 

the conditions that influence its growth and persistence, including sunlight, nutrients, and 

salinity, as well as the speed and direction of wind and water currents.120 Florida’s red tides 

develop 10-40 miles offshore, away from human-contributed nutrient sources.121 Once red tides 

are transported to shore, they are capable of using human-caused nutrient pollution for their 

growth.122 Currently, there is no practical and acceptable way to control or kill red tide 

blooms.123  

 

In 2019, the Legislature established the Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology 

Development Initiative.124 This initiative is a partnership between FWC and Mote Marine 

Laboratory, and its objective is to develop and implement technologies and approaches that will 

decrease the impacts of Florida red tide on the environment, economy, and quality of life in 

Florida.125 The 2019 legislation provides FWC an annual appropriation of $3 million for six 

years to implement the initiative.126 The initiative will work together with FWC’s Harmful Algal 

Bloom Task Force, which also focuses on red tide issues.127  

 

Florida Forever Program 

As a successor to Preservation 2000, the Legislature created the Florida Forever program in 1999 

as the blueprint for conserving Florida’s natural resources.128 The Florida Forever Act reinforced 

the state’s commitment to conserve its natural and cultural heritage, provide urban open space, 

and better manage the land acquired by the state.129 Florida Forever encompasses a wide range of 

goals including: land acquisition; environmental restoration; water resource development and 

supply; increased public access; public lands management and maintenance; and increased 

protection of land through the purchase of conservation easements.130 The state has acquired 

more than 2.4 million acres since 1991 under the Preservation 2000 and Florida Forever 

programs.131 

                                                 
118 Id. at 156. 
119 FWC, Red Tide FAQ, https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/faq/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
120 Id. 
121 Mote Marine Laboratory, Florida Red Tide FAQ’s, https://mote.org/news/florida-red-tide (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
122 Id.; see Mote Marine Laboratory, News & Press: Nutrients that Feed Red Tide “Under the Microscope” in Major Study, 

https://mote.org/news/article/nutrients-that-feed-red-tide-under-the-microscope-in-major-study (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
123 FWC, Red Tide FAQ, https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/faq/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
124 Chapter 2019-114, Laws of Fla.; s. 379.2273, F.S. 
125 Section 379.2273, F.S.; Mote Marine Laboratory, Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative, 

https://mote.org/research/program/Florida-Red-Tide-Mitigation-and-Technology-Development-Initiative (last visited Jan. 30, 

2020). 
126 Chapter 2019-114, s. 2, Laws of Fla. 
127 DEP, State Task Force Efforts: Red Tide Task Force, https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/state-action/red-tide-task-force 

(last visited Jan. 30, 2020); see also Office of Economic & Demographic Research, Annual Assessment of Florida’s Water 

Resources and Conservation Lands, 2020 Edition, 76 (2020), available at http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/natural-

resources/LandandWaterAnnualAssessment_2020Edition.pdf. 
128 Chapter 99-247, Laws of Fla.  
129 DEP, Florida Forever Five Year Plan (2019), 49, available at 

http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DSL/FFWeb/Current%20Florida%20Forever%20Five-Year%20Plan.pdf. 
130 Section 259.105, F.S.  
131 DEP, Frequently Asked Questions about Florida Forever, https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-

services/content/faq-florida-forever (last visited Jan. 30, 2020); see Florida Natural Areas Inventory, Summary of Florida 



BILL: CS/SB 1878   Page 15 

 

 

Under Florida Forever, the issuance of up to $5.3 billion in Florida Forever bonds is authorized 

to finance or refinance the cost of acquisition and improvement of land, water areas, and related 

property interests and resources, in urban and rural settings, for the purposes of restoration, 

conservation, recreation, water resource development, or historical preservation, and for capital 

improvements132 to lands and water areas which accomplish environmental restoration, enhance 

public access and recreational enjoyment, promote long-term management goals, and facilitate 

water resource development.133 

 

The Florida Forever Trust Fund was created to serve as the repository for Florida Forever bond 

proceeds to fund the Florida Forever Program. The Florida Forever Trust Fund is administered 

by DEP. DEP is required to distribute revenues from the Florida Forever Trust Fund in 

accordance with s. 259.105(3), F.S., which sets forth the allocation of the proceeds of cash 

payments or bonds deposited into the Florida Forever Trust Fund and is depicted in the graph 

below. 

 

                                                 
Conservation Lands (Feb. 2019), available at https://www.fnai.org/PDF/Maacres_201902_FCL_plus_LTF.pdf for a 

complete summary of the total amount of conservation lands in Florida.  
132 As defined in s. 259.03, F.S., the terms “capital improvement” or “capital project expenditure” when used in ch. 259, F.S., 

mean “those activities relating to the acquisition, restoration, public access, and recreational uses of such lands, water areas, 

and related resources deemed necessary to accomplish the purposes of this chapter. Eligible activities include, but are not 

limited to: the initial removal of invasive plants; the construction, improvement, enlargement or extension of facilities’ signs, 

firelanes, access roads, and trails; or any other activities that serve to restore, conserve, protect, or provide public access, 

recreational opportunities, or necessary services for land or water areas. Such activities shall be identified prior to the 

acquisition of a parcel or the approval of a project. The continued expenditures necessary for a capital improvement approved 

under this subsection shall not be eligible for funding provided in this chapter.” 
133 Section 215.618, F.S.  
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Rural and Family Lands Protection Program – 3.5 Percent 

The Rural and Family Lands Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services (DACS) is an agricultural land preservation program designed to protect 

important agricultural lands through the acquisition of permanent agricultural land conservation 

easements.134 The purpose of the program is to promote and improve wildlife habitat; protect and 

enhance water bodies, aquifer recharge areas, wetlands, and watersheds; perpetuate open space 

on lands with significant natural areas; or protect agricultural lands threatened by conversion to 

other uses.135 Under the program, lands must be acquired pursuant to a priority ranking process 

developed by DACS, DEP, the water management districts, the Department of Economic 

Opportunity, and FWC.136 Preference must be given to ranch and timber lands that are managed 

using sustainable practices.137 

 

                                                 
134 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS), Rural and Family Lands Protection Program, 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Our-Forests/Land-Planning-and-Administration-

Section/Rural-and-Family-Lands-Protection-Program (last visited Jan. 30, 2020); see DEP, Florida Forever, 

https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever (last visited Jan. 30, 2020). 
135 Section 570.71, F.S. 
136 Id.; see Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 5I-7. 
137 Section 570.71, F.S. 
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Land Acquisition Trust Fund 

Documentary stamp tax revenues are collected under ch. 201, F.S., which requires an excise tax 

to be levied on two classes of documents: deeds and other documents related to real property, 

which are taxed at the rate of 70 cents per $100; and certificates of indebtedness, promissory 

notes, wage assignments, and retail charge account agreements, which are taxed at 35 cents per 

$100.138 

 

In 2014, Florida voters approved Amendment One, a constitutional amendment to provide a 

dedicated funding source for land and water conservation and restoration. The amendment 

required that starting on July 1, 2015, and for 20 years thereafter, 33 percent of net revenues 

derived from documentary stamp taxes be deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust 

Fund (LATF). Article X, s. 28 of the State Constitution requires that funds in the LATF be 

expended only for the following purposes: 

 

As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the acquisition and 

improvement of land, water areas, and related property interests, including 

conservation easements, and resources for conservation lands including 

wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife habitat; wildlife management areas; 

lands that protect water resources and drinking water sources, including 

lands protecting the water quality and quantity of rivers, lakes, streams, 

springsheds, and lands providing recharge for groundwater and aquifer 

systems; lands in the Everglades Agricultural Area and the Everglades 

Protection Area, as defined in Article II, Section 7(b); beaches and shores; 

outdoor recreation lands, including recreational trails, parks, and urban open 

space; rural landscapes; working farms and ranches; historic or geologic 

sites; together with management, restoration of natural systems, and the 

enhancement of public access or recreational enjoyment of conservation 

lands. 139 

 

To implement Art. X, s. 28 of the State Constitution, the Legislature passed ch. 2015-229, Laws 

of Florida. This act, in part, amended the following sections of law: 

 Section 201.15, F.S., to conform to the constitutional requirement that the LATF receive at 

least 33 percent of net revenues derived from documentary stamp taxes; and 

 Section 375.041, F.S., to designate the LATF within DEP as the trust fund to serve as the 

constitutionally mandated depository for the percentage of documentary stamp tax 

revenues.140 

 

Under s. 375.041, F.S., funds deposited into the LATF must be distributed in the following order 

and amounts: 

 First, obligations relating to debt service, specifically: 

o Payments relating to debt service on Florida Forever Bonds and Everglades restoration 

bonds. 

                                                 
138 See ss. 201.02 and 201.08, F.S. 
139 FLA. CONST. art. X, s. 28(b)(1). 
140 Ch. 2015-229, ss. 9 and 50, Laws of Fla. 



BILL: CS/SB 1878   Page 18 

 

 Then, before funds are authorized to be appropriated for other uses: 

o A minimum of the lesser of 25 percent of the funds remaining after the payment of debt 

service or $200 million annually for Everglades projects that implement the 

Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP), the Long-Term Plan, or the 

Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program (NEEPP), with priority given to 

Everglades restoration projects that reduce harmful discharges of water from Lake 

Okeechobee to the St. Lucie or Caloosahatchee estuaries in a timely manner. From these 

funds, the following specified distributions are required: 

 $32 million annually through the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year for the Long-Term Plan;  

 After deducting the $32 million, the minimum of the lesser of 76.5 percent of the 

remainder or $100 million annually through the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year for the CERP; 

and 

 Any remaining funds for Everglades projects under the CERP, the Long-Term Plan, 

or the NEEPP. 

o A minimum of the lesser of 7.6 percent of the funds remaining after the payment of debt 

service or $50 million annually for spring restoration, protection, and management 

projects;  

o $5 million annually through the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year to the St. Johns River Water 

Management District for projects dedicated to the restoration of Lake Apopka; and 

o $64 million to the Everglades Trust Fund in the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year and each fiscal 

year thereafter, for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir project, and any funds 

remaining in any fiscal year shall be made available only for Phase II of the C-51 

Reservoir Project or projects that implement CERP, the Long Term Plan, or NEEPP. 

 Then, any remaining moneys are authorized to be appropriated for the purposes set forth in 

Art. X, s. 28 of the State Constitution.141 

 

The General Revenue Estimating Conference in January 2020 estimated that for the 2020-2021 

Fiscal Year a total of $2.925 billion would be collected in documentary stamp taxes.142 Thirty-

three percent of the net revenues collected, or approximately $962.28 million, must be deposited 

into the LATF in accordance with Art. X, s. 28 of the State Constitution. Of that number, 

$157.60 million is committed to debt service, leaving $804.68 million to be distributed for the 

uses specified by s. 375.041, F.S., and other purposes in accordance with the General 

Appropriations Act.143 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill creates a new section of law that includes an annual appropriation, beginning in fiscal 

year 2020-2021, of a minimum of $625 million for the purposes of Everglades restoration and 

the protection of water resources in the state. The appropriation would be for three years and 

would be repealed on June 30, 2023, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment 

by the Legislature. 

                                                 
141 Section 375.041(3)-(4), F.S. 
142 Office of Economic & Demographic Research (EDR), Revenue Estimating Conference, Documentary Stamp Tax 

Collections and Distributions (Jan. 2020), http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/docstamp/ (last visited Jan. 30, 2020); see 

EDR, Extended Doc Stamp Forecast, available at 

http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/docstamp/docstampextendedforecast.pdf. 
143 Id. 
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The bill specifies that the funding must be used for a science-based process to identify projects 

that are needed to achieve restoration and protection.  

 

The bill states that for fiscal year 2020-2021, and annually thereafter, a minimum of $625 

million shall be appropriated in the following distributions as delineated in the 2020-2021 

General Appropriations Act: 

 A minimum of $236 million for Everglades projects in accordance with the Land Acquisition 

Trust Fund (LATF). 

 $64 million for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir project in accordance with LATF. 

 $50 million for springs restoration in accordance with LATF. 

 A minimum of $40 million for alternative water supplies or water conservation.  

 A minimum of $25 million for projects within the watersheds of the St. Johns River, the 

Suwannee River, and the Apalachicola River.  

 A minimum of $10 million for the Florida Resilient Coastline Initiative. 

 A minimum of $50 million to the South Florida Water Management District for the design, 

engineering, and construction of aquifer storage and recovery wells.  

 A minimum of $4 million as delineated in the 2020-2021 General Appropriations Act for red 

tide research.  

 

After the above distributions, any remaining balance must be allocated to fund any of the 

following:  

 Targeted water quality improvements.  

 Alternative water supplies or water conservation.  

 Water quality enhancements and accountability, innovative technologies, and harmful algal 

bloom prevention and mitigation.  

 Land acquisition or easement acquisition, including, but not limited to, lands or easements 

purchased pursuant to the Florida Forever program or the Rural and Family Lands Protection 

Program.  

 Coral reef protection and restoration. 

 Projects within the watersheds of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 

The bill revises the distribution of funds for certain Everglades projects under LATF to allocate 

$236 million for those projects. Pursuant to the LATF statute, the appropriation is for Everglades 

projects that implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, including the Central 

Everglades Planning Project, the Long-Term Plan, and the Northern Everglades and Estuaries 

Protection Program. The bill provides that this revision expires on June 30, 2023, and the 

statutory text reverts to the text in existence on June 30, 2020, except for the preservation of 

other amendments to the same text.  

 

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2020. 
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IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

The bill provides an appropriation of $625 million for fiscal year 2020-2021 through 

2022-2023. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None.  

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill creates section 373.477 of the Florida Statutes.   

 

This bill substantially amends section 375.041 of the Florida Statutes.   
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources Committee on February 3, 2020: 

 Clarifies that a minimum of $625 million shall be appropriated as delineated in the 

2020-2021 General Appropriations Act. 

 Removes the Department of Environmental Protection as the specified recipient of 

several appropriations.  

 Separates the appropriations for Everglades projects and the Everglades Agricultural 

Area reservoir project into two appropriations, with $236 million for Everglades 

projects and $64 million for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir project. 

 Clarifies that the appropriation for springs restoration in accordance with the Land 

Acquisition Trust Fund is in the amount of $50 million. 

 Increases the appropriation for projects within the watersheds of the St. Johns River, 

Suwannee River, and Apalachicola River to $25 million. 

 Deletes appropriations of $10 million for coral reef protection and restoration and $15 

million for projects within the watersheds of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 Adds an appropriation of $10 million for the Florida Resilient Coastline Initiative. 

 Revises the appropriation of $4 million for red tide research to specify that funds are 

appropriated as delineated in the 2020-2021 General Appropriations Act rather than 

to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  

 Revises the projects allowable from the remaining balance of the appropriation after 

the specific distributions to include projects for coral reef protection and restoration 

and projects within the watersheds of the Indian River Lagoon. 

 Revises the distribution of funds for Everglades projects under the Land Acquisition 

Trust Fund and clarifies that this revision expires on June 30, 2023 and the text of the 

paragraph shall revert.   

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Bradley) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Section 373.477, Florida Statutes, is created to 5 

read: 6 

373.477 Everglades restoration and protection of water 7 

resources.—For fiscal year 2020-2021, and annually thereafter, a 8 

minimum of $625 million shall be appropriated as provided in 9 

this section for the purposes of Everglades restoration and the 10 
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protection of water resources in this state. The funding must be 11 

used for a science-based process to identify projects that are 12 

needed to achieve such restoration and protection. 13 

(1) For fiscal year 2020-2021, and annually thereafter, a 14 

minimum of $625 million shall be appropriated in the following 15 

distributions as delineated in the 2020-2021 General 16 

Appropriations Act: 17 

(a) A minimum of $236 million for Everglades projects in 18 

accordance with the provisions of s. 375.041(3)(b)1. 19 

(b) The sum of $64 million in accordance with s. 20 

375.041(3)(b)4., for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir 21 

project. 22 

(c) The sum of $50 million for springs restoration in 23 

accordance with s. 375.041(3)(b)2. 24 

(d) A minimum of $40 million for alternative water supplies 25 

or water conservation. 26 

(e) A minimum of $25 million as delineated in the 2020-2021 27 

General Appropriations Act for projects within the watersheds of 28 

the St. Johns River, the Suwannee River, and the Apalachicola 29 

River. 30 

(f) A minimum of $10 million for the Florida Resilient 31 

Coastline Initiative. 32 

(g) A minimum of $50 million to the South Florida Water 33 

Management District for the design, engineering, and 34 

construction of aquifer storage and recovery wells. 35 

(h) A minimum of $4 million as delineated in the 2020-2021 36 

General Appropriations Act for red tide research. 37 

(2) Any remaining balance after the distributions indicated 38 

in subsection (1) shall be allocated to fund any of the 39 



Florida Senate - 2020 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. SB 1878 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì628664EÎ628664 

 

Page 3 of 7 

1/31/2020 1:03:05 PM 592-02872-20 

following: 40 

(a) Targeted water quality improvements. 41 

(b) Alternative water supplies or water conservation. 42 

(c) Water quality enhancements and accountability, 43 

innovative technologies, and harmful algal bloom prevention and 44 

mitigation. 45 

(d) Land acquisition or easement acquisition, including, 46 

but not limited to, lands or easements purchased pursuant to the 47 

Florida Forever program or the Rural and Family Lands Protection 48 

Program. 49 

(e) Coral reef protection and restoration. 50 

(f) Projects within the watersheds of the Indian River 51 

Lagoon. 52 

(3) This section is repealed on June 30, 2023, unless 53 

reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the 54 

Legislature. 55 

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 56 

375.041, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 57 

375.041 Land Acquisition Trust Fund.— 58 

(3) Funds distributed into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 59 

pursuant to s. 201.15 shall be applied: 60 

(b) Of the funds remaining after the payments required 61 

under paragraph (a), but before funds may be appropriated, 62 

pledged, or dedicated for other uses: 63 

1. A minimum of $236 million the lesser of 25 percent or 64 

$200 million shall be appropriated annually for Everglades 65 

projects that implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 66 

Plan as set forth in s. 373.470, including the Central 67 

Everglades Planning Project subject to Congressional 68 
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authorization; the Long-Term Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(2); 69 

and the Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program as 70 

set forth in s. 373.4595. From these funds, $32 million shall be 71 

distributed each fiscal year through the 2023-2024 fiscal year 72 

to the South Florida Water Management District for the Long-Term 73 

Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(2). After deducting the $32 74 

million distributed under this subparagraph, from the funds 75 

remaining, a minimum of the lesser of 76.5 percent or $100 76 

million shall be appropriated each fiscal year through the 2025-77 

2026 fiscal year for the planning, design, engineering, and 78 

construction of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as 79 

set forth in s. 373.470, including the Central Everglades 80 

Planning Project, the Everglades Agricultural Area Storage 81 

Reservoir Project, the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project, the C-82 

43 West Basin Storage Reservoir Project, the Indian River 83 

Lagoon-South Project, the Western Everglades Restoration 84 

Project, and the Picayune Strand Restoration Project. The 85 

Department of Environmental Protection and the South Florida 86 

Water Management District shall give preference to those 87 

Everglades restoration projects that reduce harmful discharges 88 

of water from Lake Okeechobee to the St. Lucie or Caloosahatchee 89 

estuaries in a timely manner. For the purpose of performing the 90 

calculation provided in this subparagraph, the amount of debt 91 

service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) for bonds issued after 92 

July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under paragraph (b) 93 

shall be added to the amount remaining after the payments 94 

required under paragraph (a). The amount of the distribution 95 

calculated shall then be reduced by an amount equal to the debt 96 

service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds issued after 97 
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July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under this 98 

subparagraph. 99 

2. A minimum of the lesser of 7.6 percent or $50 million 100 

shall be appropriated annually for spring restoration, 101 

protection, and management projects. For the purpose of 102 

performing the calculation provided in this subparagraph, the 103 

amount of debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) for bonds 104 

issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under 105 

paragraph (b) shall be added to the amount remaining after the 106 

payments required under paragraph (a). The amount of the 107 

distribution calculated shall then be reduced by an amount equal 108 

to the debt service paid pursuant to paragraph (a) on bonds 109 

issued after July 1, 2016, for the purposes set forth under this 110 

subparagraph. 111 

3. The sum of $5 million shall be appropriated annually 112 

each fiscal year through the 2025-2026 fiscal year to the St. 113 

Johns River Water Management District for projects dedicated to 114 

the restoration of Lake Apopka. This distribution shall be 115 

reduced by an amount equal to the debt service paid pursuant to 116 

paragraph (a) on bonds issued after July 1, 2016, for the 117 

purposes set forth in this subparagraph. 118 

4. The sum of $64 million is appropriated and shall be 119 

transferred to the Everglades Trust Fund for the 2018-2019 120 

fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter, for the EAA 121 

reservoir project pursuant to s. 373.4598. Any funds remaining 122 

in any fiscal year shall be made available only for Phase II of 123 

the C-51 reservoir project or projects identified in 124 

subparagraph 1. and must be used in accordance with laws 125 

relating to such projects. Any funds made available for such 126 
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purposes in a fiscal year are in addition to the amount 127 

appropriated under subparagraph 1. This distribution shall be 128 

reduced by an amount equal to the debt service paid pursuant to 129 

paragraph (a) on bonds issued after July 1, 2017, for the 130 

purposes set forth in this subparagraph. 131 

5. Notwithstanding subparagraph 3., for the 2019-2020 132 

fiscal year, funds shall be appropriated as provided in the 133 

General Appropriations Act. This subparagraph expires July 1, 134 

2020. 135 

Section 3. The amendment made to s. 375.041(3)(b), Florida 136 

Statutes, by this act expires June 30, 2023, and the text of 137 

that paragraph shall revert to that in existence on June 30, 138 

2020, except that any amendments to such text enacted other than 139 

by this act shall be preserved and continue to operate to the 140 

extent that such amendments are not dependent upon the portions 141 

of text which expire pursuant to this section. 142 

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 143 

 144 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 145 

And the title is amended as follows: 146 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 147 

and insert: 148 

A bill to be entitled 149 

An act relating to environmental protection; creating 150 

s. 373.477, F.S.; requiring a minimum annual 151 

appropriation for Everglades restoration and the 152 

protection of water resources in this state beginning 153 

in a specified fiscal year; specifying requirements 154 

for the allocation of such funding; providing for 155 
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future repeal of the appropriation unless reviewed and 156 

saved from repeal through reenactment by the 157 

Legislature; amending s. 375.041, F.S.; revising the 158 

minimum annual appropriation for certain 159 

appropriations from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund; 160 

providing that such revisions expire on a specified 161 

date; providing an effective date. 162 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to environmental protection; creating 2 

s. 373.477, F.S.; requiring a minimum annual 3 

appropriation for Everglades restoration and the 4 

protection of water resources in this state beginning 5 

in a specified fiscal year; providing requirements for 6 

the allocation of such funding; providing for future 7 

repeal of the appropriation unless reviewed and saved 8 

from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature; 9 

providing an effective date. 10 

  11 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 12 

 13 

Section 1. Section 373.477, Florida Statutes, is created to 14 

read: 15 

373.477 Everglades restoration and protection of water 16 

resources.—For fiscal year 2020-2021, and annually thereafter, a 17 

minimum of $625 million shall be appropriated as provided in 18 

this section for the purposes of Everglades restoration and the 19 

protection of water resources in this state. The funding must be 20 

used for a science-based process to identify projects that are 21 

needed to achieve such restoration and protection. 22 

(1) The annual appropriations to the Department of 23 

Environmental Protection must provide for the following 24 

distributions: 25 

(a) The greater of $300 million or as provided pursuant to 26 

s. 375.041(3)(b)1., for Everglades restoration, and s. 27 

375.041(3)(b)4., for the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir 28 

project. 29 
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(b) The sum of $50 million to the South Florida Water 30 

Management District for the design, engineering, and 31 

construction of aquifer storage and recovery wells. 32 

(c) Funding for spring restoration pursuant to s. 33 

375.041(3)(b)2. 34 

(d) The sum of $40 million for alternative water supplies 35 

or water conservation. 36 

(e) The sum of $15 million for projects within the 37 

watersheds of the St. Johns River, the Suwannee River, and the 38 

Apalachicola River. 39 

(f) The sum of $15 million for projects within the 40 

watersheds of the Indian River Lagoon. 41 

(g) The sum of $10 million for coral reef protection and 42 

restoration. 43 

(2) The sum of $4 million to the Fish and Wildlife 44 

Conservation Commission for red tide research. 45 

(3) Any remaining balance shall be allocated to fund any of 46 

the following: 47 

(a) Targeted water quality improvements. 48 

(b) Alternative water supplies or water conservation. 49 

(c) Water quality enhancements and accountability, 50 

innovative technologies, and harmful algal bloom prevention and 51 

mitigation. 52 

(d) Land acquisition or easement acquisition, including, 53 

but not limited to, lands or easements purchased pursuant to the 54 

Florida Forever program or the Rural and Family Lands Protection 55 

Program. 56 

(4) This section is repealed on June 30, 2023, unless 57 

reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the 58 
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Legislature. 59 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 60 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 688 creates a section of law that increases the penalty for taking or possessing a freshly 

killed bear from a Level Two violation (a second-degree misdemeanor for the first offense) to a 

Level Three violation (a first-degree misdemeanor for the first offense). The bill also makes a 

subsequent offender of such taking or possession permanently ineligible for any other permit or 

license issued by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

 

The bill also makes the sale or attempted sale of a bear taken in violation of the section a Level 

Four violation (a third-degree felony). 

II. Present Situation: 

Florida Black Bear 

The Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus) is a subspecies of the American black bear 

(Ursus americanus)1 that has historically ranged throughout Florida, southern Georgia, and 

southern Alabama.2 Once roaming across Florida, the Florida black bear is now mainly located 

                                                 
1 FWC, Florida Black Bear Management Plan, 1 (Oct. 8, 2019), available at https://myfwc.com/media/21923/2019-draft-

bear-management-plan.pdf.  
2 Id.  

REVISED:         



BILL: CS/SB 688   Page 2 

 

in fragmented areas across the state covering about 49% of its historic range.3 Due to loss of 

habitat and unregulated hunting, the population was reduced to an estimated 300-500 bears 

during the 1970s.4 The massive population decline led to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) to classify the Florida black bear as a threatened species in 

1974.5 

 

After more than 35 years of strict statewide protection and management, FWC conducted an 

evaluation and determined that the Florida black bear was no longer at risk for extinction. In 

2012 the Florida black bear was removed from the state threatened species list.6 

 

Population 

The Florida black bear population is comprised of seven distinct sub-populations. They are 

Apalachicola; Eglin; Osceola; Ocala/St. Johns; Chassahowitzka; Highland/Glades; and Big 

Cypress.7 During 2014-2015, FWC conducted a statewide population assessment for Florida 

black bears and found that bear populations had increased substantially in certain sub-

populations and increased by approximately 53 percent statewide.8 Even though the Florida 

black bear population is growing, the bears still only reside in the seven disconnected sub-groups 

across the state.9 

 

Each subpopulation is separated into a bear management unit (BMU). A BMU is a geographic 

location bounded by county and/or state borders with one of the seven Florida black bear sub-

populations within it.10 The goal of a BMU is to provide a defined area within which FWC can 

have a community-focused effort to effectively manage and conserve Florida black bears.11 FWC 

estimates that the current population of the Florida black bear is over 4,000.12 A map of the 

BMUs and Florida black bear habitats can be seen on the following page.13 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 FWC, The Florida Black Bear; Appearance, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bear/facts/appearance/ (last visited 

Nov. 12, 2019). 
4 FWC, Black Bear Research, http://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/terrestrial-mammals/bear/research/ (last visited Nov. 13, 

2019).   
5 Id.  
6 FWC, Bear Management Plan, 26-27 (Jun. 27, 2012), available at https://myfwc.com/media/14741/bear-management-

plan.pdf. 
7 FWC, Florida Black Bear Management Plan, xix (Oct. 8, 2019), available at https://myfwc.com/media/21923/2019-draft-

bear-management-plan.pdf. 
8 FWC, Florida Black Bear: Numbers, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bear/numbers/ (last visited Nov. 13, 

2019).   
9 FWC, Bear Management Plan, vi (Jun. 27, 2012), available at https://myfwc.com/media/14741/bear-management-plan.pdf. 
10 FWC, BMU, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bear/bmu/ (last visited Nov. 13, 2019). 
11 Id.  
12 FWC, Florida Black Bear Management Plan, 1 (Oct. 8, 2019), available at https://myfwc.com/media/21923/2019-draft-

bear-management-plan.pdf. 
13 FWC, Distribution Map, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bear/living/distribution-map/ (last visited Nov. 13, 

2019). 
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Habitat 

The Florida black bear is adaptable and inhabits a variety of forested habitats but thrives in areas 

that provide seasonally available foods, secluded areas for denning, and some degree of 

protection from humans.14 The optimal bear habitat in Florida is a thoroughly interspersed 

mixture of flatwoods, swamps, scrub oak ridges, bayheads, and hammock habitats.15  

 

Hunting as a Management Tool 

In 2015, FWC authorized the first bear hunt, opening the East Panhandle, North, Central, and 

South BMUs to a limited hunt.16 In 2016, FWC staff considered four options regarding the 

hunting of Florida black bears.17 These options included: using the same framework for the 2016 

hunt as was used in 2015; authorizing a more conservative bear hunt utilizing input received 

from the public and stakeholders; postponing bear hunting in Florida; or prohibiting bear hunting 

in Florida for future years.18 FWC ultimately decided to postpone the bear hunt for 2016 with the 

                                                 
14 FWC, Bear Management Plan, 8 (Jun. 27, 2012), available at https://myfwc.com/media/14741/bear-management-plan.pdf. 
15 Id.  
16 FWC, 2015 Florida Black Bear Summary Report, 1, available at https://myfwc.com/media/13669/2015-florida-black-bear-

hunt-report.pdf. 
17 FWC, FWC to Consider Staff Recommendation for Florida Bear Hunt, Four Options on How to Move Forward (Jun. 10, 

2016), available at https://myfwc.com/media/16630/fwc-to-consider-staff-recommendation-for-florida-bear-hunt-four-

options-on-how-to-move-forward_061016.pdf. 
18 Id. 
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option to reopen discussion at a later date.19 Currently, there is no season where bear hunting is 

authorized in the state. 

 

Penalties for Taking or Sale of Wildlife 

Under Art. IV, s. 9 of the Florida Constitution, FWC is granted the authority to exercise the 

regulatory and executive powers of the state with respect to wild animal life, fresh water aquatic 

life, and marine life. The Legislature may enact laws that aid FWC in its exercise of regulatory 

functions and executive powers in the areas of planning, budgeting, personnel management, and 

purchasing.20 

 

FWC has a four-tier system for penalties and violations, civil penalties for noncriminal 

infractions, criminal penalties, and suspension and forfeiture of licenses and permits. Level One 

violations are considered the least serious while Level Four violations the most serious.21 

 

Level Two Violations  

Examples of a Level Two violation include:  

 Violating rules or orders of the commission relating to seasons or time periods for the taking 

of wildlife, freshwater fish, or saltwater fish; 

 Violating rules or orders of the commission relating to restricted hunting areas, critical 

wildlife areas, or bird sanctuaries;  

 Violating rules or orders of the commission relating to tagging requirements for wildlife and 

fur-bearing animals; 

 Violating rules or orders of the commission relating to the use of dogs for the taking of 

wildlife; 

 Violating rules or orders of the commission which are not otherwise classified; and 

 Violating rules or orders of the commission prohibiting the unlawful use of traps, unless 

otherwise provided by law.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
19 FWC, FWC votes to postpone bear hunting in 2016 (Jun. 22, 2016), available at https://myfwc.com/media/16632/fwc-

votes-to-postpone-bear-hunting-in-2016_062216.pdf. 
20 FLA. CONST. art. IV, s. 9. 
21 Section 379.401, F.S.  
22 Section 379.401(2)(a), F.S. 
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The penalties for Level Two violations are as follows:  

 

Level Two Violation Type of Infraction Civil Penalty or Jail 

Time 

License Restrictions 

First offense 2nd Degree Misdemeanor23 Max: $500 or 

Max: 60 days 
None 

Second offense within 

three years of previous 

Level Two violation (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor24 Min: $250; Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 

None 

Third offense within five 

years of two previous 

Level Two violations (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor25 Min: $500; Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 

Suspension of license for 

one year 

Fourth offense within 10 

years of three previous 

Level Two violations (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor26  Min: $750; Max $1,000 

or Max: one year 

Suspension of license for 

three years 

 

The taking of a bear during closed season is considered a Level Two violation.27 

 

Level Three Violations 

Examples of a Level Three violation include: 

 The illegal sale or possession of alligators; 

 The taking of game, freshwater fish, or saltwater fish while a required license is suspended or 

revoked;  

 The illegal taking and possession of deer and wild turkey.28 

 

The penalties for a Level Three violation are as follows: 

Level Three 

Violation 

Type of Infraction Civil Penalty or Jail 

Time 

License Restrictions 

First offense 1st Degree Misdemeanor29 Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 
None 

Second offense within 10 

years of a previous Level 

Three violation (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor30 Min: $750; Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 

Suspension of license or 

permit for up to three 

years 

Fishing, hunting, or 

trapping on a suspended 

or revoked license, s. 

379.354(17), F.S. 

1st Degree Misdemeanor Mandatory $1,00031 

Max: one year 

May not acquire license or 

permit for five years 

                                                 
23 Section 379.401((2)(b)1., F.S.  
24 Section 379.401(2)(b)2., F.S. 
25 Section 379.401(2)(b)3., F.S.  
26 Section 379.401(2)(b)4., F.S.  
27 Section 379.401(2)(a)1., F.S.; Fla. Admin. Code R. 68A-4.009. 
28 Section 379.401(3), F.S. 
29 Section 379.401(3)(b)1., F.S. 
30 Section 379.401(3)(b)2., F.S. 
31 Section 379.401(3)(b)3., F.S. 
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Level Four Violations  

Examples of a Level Four violation include: 

 The making, forging, counterfeiting, or reproduction of a recreational license or the 

possession of same without authorization from the commission; 

 The sale of illegally-taken deer or wild turkey; 

 The unlawful killing, injuring, possessing, or capturing of alligators or other crocodilia or 

their eggs; 

 The intentional killing or wounding of any species designated as endangered, threatened, or 

of special concern; and 

 The killing of any Florida or wild panther.32  

 

The penalties for Level Four Violations are as follows: 

 

Level Four Violation Type of Infraction Civil Penalty or Jail 

Time 

License Restrictions 

First offense33 3rd Degree Felony Max: $5,000 

Max: Five Years 

None 

 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 adds the prohibited taking and possession of bears to the list of Level Three violations 

and the prohibited sale of an illegally-taken bear to the list of Level Four violations. 

 

Section 2 of the bill creates s. 379.4041, F.S., which increases the penalty for taking or 

possessing a freshly killed bear during the closed season. Under the bill, a person who commits 

such offenses commits a Level Three violation (a first-degree misdemeanor for the first offense) 

and forfeits any other FWC license or permit for three years from the violation date. A person 

who commits a subsequent offense of taking a bear or possessing a freshly killed bear is 

permanently ineligible for issuance of any FWC license or permit.  

 

The bill also states that any person who possesses for sale or sells a bear taken during the closed 

season commits a Level Four violation (a third-degree felony).  

 

Section 3 of the bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2020. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

                                                 
32 Section 379.401(4)(a), F.S.  
33 Section 379.401(4)(b), F.S. 
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

There may be a positive fiscal impact to the state from any fines collected from additional 

penalties from violations. However, this could be offset by a loss is permit fees from 

violators who are no longer able to be issued a license. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill creates section 379.4041 of the Florida Statutes. 

 

This bill amends section 379.401 of the Florida Statutes. 
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources Committee on February 3, 2020: 

Changes the bill to add the prohibited taking and possession of bears to the list of Level 

Three violations and the prohibited sale of an illegally-taken bear to the list of Level Four 

violations.  

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Wright) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and paragraph 5 

(a) of subsection (4) of section 379.401, Florida Statutes, are 6 

amended to read: 7 

379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for 8 

noncriminal infractions; criminal penalties; suspension and 9 

forfeiture of licenses and permits.— 10 
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(3) LEVEL THREE VIOLATIONS.— 11 

(a) A person commits a Level Three violation if he or she 12 

violates any of the following provisions: 13 

1. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting the sale 14 

of saltwater fish. 15 

2. Rules or orders of the commission prohibiting the 16 

illegal importation or possession of exotic marine plants or 17 

animals. 18 

3. Section 379.28, prohibiting the importation of 19 

freshwater fish. 20 

4. Section 379.3014, prohibiting the illegal sale or 21 

possession of alligators. 22 

5. Section 379.354(17), prohibiting the taking of game, 23 

freshwater fish, or saltwater fish while a required license is 24 

suspended or revoked. 25 

6. Section 379.357(4), prohibiting the sale, transfer, or 26 

purchase of tarpon. 27 

7. Section 379.404(1), (3), and (6), prohibiting the 28 

illegal taking and possession of deer and wild turkey. 29 

8. Section 379.4041(1), prohibiting the illegal taking and 30 

possession of bears. 31 

9.8. Section 379.406, prohibiting the possession and 32 

transportation of commercial quantities of freshwater game fish. 33 

10.9. Section 379.407(2), establishing major violations. 34 

11.10. Section 379.407(4), prohibiting the possession of 35 

certain finfish in excess of recreational daily bag limits. 36 

(4) LEVEL FOUR VIOLATIONS.— 37 

(a) A person commits a Level Four violation if he or she 38 

violates any of the following provisions: 39 
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1. Section 379.354(16), prohibiting the making, forging, 40 

counterfeiting, or reproduction of a recreational license or the 41 

possession of same without authorization from the commission. 42 

2. Section 379.365(2)(c), prohibiting criminal activities 43 

relating to the taking of stone crabs. 44 

3. Section 379.366(4)(c), prohibiting criminal activities 45 

relating to the taking and harvesting of blue crabs. 46 

4. Section 379.367(4), prohibiting the willful molestation 47 

of spiny lobster gear. 48 

5. Section 379.3671(2)(c)5., prohibiting the unlawful 49 

reproduction, possession, sale, trade, or barter of spiny 50 

lobster trap tags or certificates. 51 

6. Section 379.404(5), prohibiting the sale of illegally-52 

taken deer or wild turkey. 53 

7. Section 379.4041(2), prohibiting the sale of illegally-54 

taken bears. 55 

8.7. Section 379.405, prohibiting the molestation or theft 56 

of freshwater fishing gear. 57 

9.8. Section 379.409, prohibiting the unlawful killing, 58 

injuring, possessing, or capturing of alligators or other 59 

crocodilia or their eggs. 60 

10.9. Section 379.411, prohibiting the intentional killing 61 

or wounding of any species designated as endangered, threatened, 62 

or of special concern. 63 

11.10. Section 379.4115, prohibiting the killing of any 64 

Florida or wild panther. 65 

Section 2. Section 379.4041, Florida Statutes, is created 66 

to read: 67 

379.4041 Illegal taking, possession, and sale of bears.— 68 
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(1) A person who takes a bear or possesses a freshly killed 69 

bear during the closed season prescribed by law or rules of the 70 

commission commits a Level Three violation under s. 379.401 and 71 

forfeits any license or permit issued to him or her under this 72 

chapter for 3 years after the date of the violation. A person 73 

who commits a subsequent offense of such taking or possession is 74 

permanently ineligible for issuance of any license or permit 75 

under this chapter. 76 

(2) A person who possesses for sale or sells a bear taken 77 

in violation of this section or rules of the commission commits 78 

a Level Four violation under s. 379.401. 79 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 80 

 81 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 82 

And the title is amended as follows: 83 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 84 

and insert: 85 

A bill to be entitled 86 

An act relating to the illegal taking, possession, and 87 

sale of bears; amending s. 379.401, F.S.; providing 88 

that a person commits specified violations for the 89 

illegal taking, possession, and sale of bears; 90 

creating s. 379.4041, F.S.; prohibiting the illegal 91 

taking, possession, and sale of bears; providing 92 

penalties; providing an effective date. 93 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to illegal taking and possession of 2 

bears; creating s. 379.4041, F.S.; prohibiting certain 3 

taking and possession of bears; providing penalties; 4 

providing an effective date. 5 

  6 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 7 

 8 

Section 1. Section 379.4041, Florida Statutes, is created 9 

to read: 10 

379.4041 Illegal taking and possession of bears.—A person 11 

who takes a bear or possesses a freshly killed bear during the 12 

closed season prescribed by law or rules of the commission 13 

commits a Level Three violation under s. 379.401 and forfeits 14 

any license or permit issued to him or her under this chapter 15 

for 3 years after the date of the violation. A person who 16 

commits a subsequent offense of such taking or possession is 17 

permanently ineligible for issuance of any license or permit 18 

under this chapter. A person who possesses for sale or sells a 19 

bear taken in violation of this section or rules of the 20 

commission commits a Level Four violation under s. 379.401. 21 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 22 



Bonn, Kim

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Anderson, Crystal
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 11:23 AM
Bonn, Kim
FW: Thank you! (SB 826, Marina Evacuations Bill)

Kim-

Email on file with committee for SB 826.

From: Caitlin Lewis <CLewis@portcanaveral.com>
Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 9:23 PM
To: Anderson, Crystal <Anderson.Crystal@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Re: Thank you! (SB 826, Marina Evacuations Bill)

Good evening Crystal,

You are remembering correctly. We have five marinas located on Port Canaveral property that are tenants of
ours.

Under Florida Statute 668.6076, electronic mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your electronic mail address released in
response to a public records request as provided in Florida Statute 119, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office
by telephone or in writing.

This electronic mail contains information which may be privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended only for
the individual(s) named. If you are not an addressee; any disclosure, copy, distribution, or use of the contents of this electronic mail is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic mail in error, please notify the sender by reply electronic mail or at the telephone number
listed above and destroy the original message and all copies.Rev.100507a

Don t hesitate to ask for any other information that you may be helpful.

Thanks,
Caitlin

CANAVERAL

Caitlin Lewis
Manager  Government Relations
Tel: (321) 394-3270 | Mob: (321) 720-2907
CLewis@portcanaveral.com | www.portcanaveral.com
Canaveral Port Authority | 445 Challenger Road | Cape Canaveral | FL | 32920

hi i i

From: Anderson, Crystal <Anderson.Crvstal(5)flsenate.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 6:29:00 PM
To: Caitlin Lewis <CLewis@portcanaveral.com>
Subject: RE: Thank you I (SB 826, Marina Evacuations Bill)

Caitlin

l



Thanks so much for getting back to me with this information. Quick follow up question, am I remembering correctly
from our meeting that there are five marinas located at Port Canaveral?

Crystal D. Anderson
Senior Attorney
Committee on Enviro nent and Natural Resources
Florida Senate
850-487-5372

From: Caitlin Lewis <CLewis(5)portcanaveral.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2020 4:11 PM
To: Anderson, Crystal <Anderson.Crvstal(5)flsenate.gov>
Cc: Rogers, Ellen <ROGERS.ELLEN(5)flsenate.gov>; Diane Luensmann <DLuensmann(5)portcanaveral.com>; Gray Robinson
- Robert F Stuart <Robert.Stuart(5)grav-robinson.com>; Katie Flury <katie.flurv(5)grav-robinson.com>

Subject: Thank you! (SB 826, Marina Evacuations Bill)

Good afternoon Crystal,

I wanted to thank you for taking the time out of your busy day yesterday to meet with Diane Luensmann,
Robert Stuart and myself regarding the marina evacuations bill, SB 826. You asked some great questions and
we hope we provided you with enough background and detail to assist in your research and bill analysis.
During our meeting yesterday you had inquired of us as to how many recreational vessels (under 500 gross
tons) we have at Port Canaveral marinas. We did not know the number off hand, but today we were able to
gather that number for you. There are approximately 260 wet slips hosted on Port property. That figure does
not include boats in marina storage within Port property.

If you need anything else, please do not hesitate to reach out to us! We are happy to help. We hope to see this
bill before the Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee soon!

Have a great rest of the week!

Caitlin Lewis
Manager, Government Relations
Tel: (321) 394-3270 | Mob: (321) 720-2907
CLewis@portcanaveral.com | www.portcanaveral.com
Canaveral Port Authority | 445 Challenger Road | Cape Canaveral | FL | 32920
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Under Florida Statute 668.6076, electronic mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your electronic mail address released in
response to a public records request as provided in Florida Statute 119, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office
by telephone or in writing.

This electronic mail contains information which may be privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended only for
the individual(s) named. If you are not an addressee; any disclosure, copy, distribution, or use of the contents of this electronic mail is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic mail in error, please notify the sender by reply electronic mail or at the telephone number
listed above and destroy the original message and ail copies.Rev.100507a

Thank you,
Caitlin

CANAVERAL
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 826 prohibits, upon the issuance of a hurricane watch that affects the waters of marinas 

located in a deepwater seaport, vessels under 500 gross tons from remaining in the waters of 

such marinas that have been deemed not suitable for refuge during a hurricane. The bill requires 

that vessel owners promptly remove their vessels from the waterways upon issuance of an 

evacuation order by the deepwater seaport.  

 

If the Coast Guard Captain of the Port sets the port condition to “Yankee” and a vessel owner has 

failed to remove his or her vessel from the waterway, a marina owner, operator, employee, or 

agent, is required to remove the vessel, if reasonable, from its slip. The marina owner may 

charge the vessel owner a reasonable fee for the service of removing the vessel. 

 

The bill provides that a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent may not be held liable for 

any damage incurred to the vessel from a hurricane and is held harmless from removing the 

vessel from the waterways. However, the bill does not provide immunity to the marina owner, 

operator, employee, or agent for any damage caused by intentional acts or negligence when 

removing a vessel. 

 

The bill provides that after a watch has been issued, if an owner or operator has not removed the 

vessel pursuant to an order from the seaport, the owner or operator may be subject to existing 

civil penalties.  

REVISED:         
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II. Present Situation: 

Deepwater Ports in Florida 

Under Florida law, a “port” means a port authority or district.1 Ports are created by and given 

authority under general or special law. Each port, in agreement with the United States Coast 

Guard (Coast Guard), state pilots, and other ports in its operating port area, is required to adopt 

guidelines for minimum bottom clearance for each berth and channel, for the movement of 

vessels, and for radio communications of vessel traffic for all commercial vessels entering and 

leaving its harbor channels.2 

 

There are 14 deepwater seaports in Florida, indicated in the map below:3 

 

 
 

Port Canaveral  

Port Canaveral was dedicated on November 4, 1953.4 It is a gateway for Central Florida and the 

world’s second busiest cruise port.5 Annually, Port Canaveral moves nearly 4 million tons of 

                                                 
1 Section 313.21, F.S.; see also s. 315.02, F.S. “Port authority” means a port authority in Florida created by or pursuant to the 

provisions of any general or special law or any district or board of county commissioners acting as a port authority under or 

pursuant to the provisions of any general or special law. “Port district” means any district created by or pursuant to the 

provisions of any general or special law and authorized to own or operate any port facilities.  
2 Section 313.23, F.S. 
3 Florida Ports Council, Seaports, https://flaports.org/seaports/ (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
4 Port Canaveral, History, https://www.portcanaveral.com/About/History (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
5 Port Canaveral, Port and Cruise Facts, https://www.portcanaveral.com/Cruise/Port-Cruise-Facts (last visited Jan. 28, 2020). 
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cargo and sees 4 million cruise passengers.6 It also houses United States Army, Navy, and Air 

Force facilities.7 Port Canaveral is a key part of Florida’s gasoline supply system. Gasoline and 

other petroleum products are primarily delivered by marine tankers and barges to the state’s 

ports, including Port Canaveral, where the products are offloaded and later stored and distributed 

around the state.8 Additionally, 200 small businesses ranging from marinas, restaurants, retail, 

and charter boats currently lease and operate at Port Canaveral.9 

 

In fiscal year 2018, Port Canaveral reported $103.8 million in revenues, the highest in its 

history.10 

 

Canaveral Port Authority 

The Canaveral Port District (Port District) was created by the Legislature by special act in 1953, 

as amended in 2014.11 It is an independent special taxing district and political subdivision of the 

state.12 The Canaveral Port Authority (Port Authority) has the power to make rules and 

regulations for the promotion and conduct of navigation, commerce, and industry in the Port 

District.13 The Port Authority also has the power to make rules and regulations governing the 

docking, storing, mooring, and anchoring of vessels within the Port District and to remove all 

obstacles to navigation, commerce, and industry in the waters of the port.14  

 

The Port Canaveral Tariff No. 16 provides the current rates, rules, and regulations governing its 

marine and port services.15 Anyone who uses the waterways and facilities under the jurisdiction 

of the Port Authority consents to the terms and conditions of the tariff.16 According to the tariff, 

Port Canaveral is not a suitable refuge during hurricanes or tropical storms. All Port Canaveral 

waterway tenants and users must comply with evacuation orders and storm preparation directives 

given by the Port Authority, the Coast Guard, the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office, and 

Canaveral Fire Rescue.17  

 

The tariff specifically states that recreational and commercial vessels under 500 gross tons are 

not eligible to remain in Port and must be removed from the waters of the Port, at the expense of 

the vessel owner or operator, before hurricane condition Zulu is set by the Coast Guard (see 

                                                 
6 Port Canaveral, History, https://www.portcanaveral.com/About/History (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
7 Port Canaveral, About Us, https://www.portcanaveral.com/About/ (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
8 Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability, Florida Legislature, Feasibility Analysis for Petroleum 

Distribution Centers, 11 (Nov. 29, 2018), available at http://www.oppaga.state.fl.us/MonitorDocs/Reports/pdf/18-

PETRO.pdf. 
9 Port Canaveral, About Us, https://www.portcanaveral.com/About/ (last visited Jan. 25, 2020). 
10 Florida Ports Council, Port Canaveral, https://flaports.org/ports/port-canaveral/ (last visited Jan. 28, 2020). 
11 Ch. 2014-241, Laws of Fla. Each special district in existence at the time was required to submit to the Legislature a draft 

codified charter so that its special acts could be codified into a single act for reenactment by the Legislature. 
12 Section 189.403(1), F.S., defines a “special district” as a confined local government unit established for a special purpose. 

The public policy intent of special districts is to provide private and public sectors an alternative governing method to 

“manage, own, operate, construct and finance basic capital infrastructure, facilities and services.” 
13 Art. IV, s. 9 of the Canaveral Port Authority Charter, as amended by Ch. 2014-241, Laws of Fla. 
14 Art. IV, s. 10 of the Canaveral Port Authority Charter, as amended by Ch. 2014-241, Laws of Fla. 
15 Canaveral Port Authority, Tariff No. 16 – Governing Rates, Rules, & Regulations of the Marine and Port Services, Rule 

520 (Oct. 1, 2019), available at https://www.portcanaveral.com/getattachment/Tariffs/CPA-Tariff-16-FY20-

(2).pdf.aspx?lang=en-US. 
16 Id., Rule 100. 
17 Id., Rule 520.  
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discussion below of Hurricane Season Port Conditions and Categories).18 The Port Authority is 

authorized to issue penalties to vessel owners or operators in accordance with statutory 

provisions (see discussion below of Vessel Movements and Penalties for Delay).19 

 

Vessel Movements and Penalties for Delay 

Pursuant to Florida law, each port may regulate vessel movements within its jurisdiction, 

whether involving public or private facilities or areas, by: 

 Scheduling vessels for use of berths, anchorages, or other facilities at the port. 

 Ordering and enforcing a vessel, at its own expense and risk, to vacate or change position at a 

berth, anchorage, or facility, whether public or private, in order to facilitate navigation, 

commerce, protection of other vessels or property, or dredging of channels or berths. 

 Designating port facilities for the loading or discharging of vessels. 

 Assigning berths at wharves for arriving vessels.20 

 

Ports are authorized to establish fees and compensation for the services regulating vessel 

movements provided by the port.21 

 

A port may impose and collect a penalty from a vessel that unnecessarily delays in moving under 

an order to vacate or change position. This penalty may not exceed $1,000 per hour or fraction 

thereof, plus 150 percent of the demurrage costs incurred by a waiting vessel, until the order is 

complied with.22 

 

Marinas  

A marina is a licensed commercial facility that provides secured public moorings or dry storage 

for vessels on a leased basis.23 There are five marinas within Port Canaveral, with approximately 

260 wet slips hosted on Port property for recreational vessels under 500 gross tons.24 This 

number does not include boats in marina storage within Port property. The map below shows 

Port Canaveral, including its marina district.25 

 

                                                 
18 Id. 
19 Section 313.22(3), F.S. 
20 Section 313.22(1), F.S. 
21 Section 313.22(2), F.S. 
22 Section 313.22(3), F.S. 
23 Section 327.02(25), F.S. 
24 Email from Caitlin Lewis, Government Relations Manager, Canaveral Port Authority, to Senate Environment and Natural 

Resources Committee (Jan. 22, 2020)(on file with the Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee).  
25 Port Canaveral, Port and Cruise Facts, https://www.portcanaveral.com/Cruise/Port-Cruise-Facts (last visited Jan. 28, 

2020). 
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Marina Evacuations 

Storm Condition Effects on Vessels and Marinas 

Hurricanes and storm conditions can include high winds, storm surges, wave action, and heavy 

rainfall.26 These conditions can cause catastrophic damage to marinas and vessels. Vessels that 

are left in a marina during hurricane and storm conditions can lead to problems in the port, 

including the inability to secure docks, causing potential damage to infrastructure such as piers, 

and other harm to persons or property. Weather during a storm event can force a vessel into an 

obstruction, propel objects into the vessel, or sink or damage a boat.27 A moored vessel can 

repeatedly collide with a stationary dock, leading to damage to both the vessel and dock. Storm 

surges can even lift entire floating docks above their pilings or knock boats off their cradles.28   

 

Vessels left in the harbor can also pose navigational issues and cause problems and delays in 

clearing channels. However, boater preparedness education and preparation can reduce the loss 

of property for both the vessel owner and others.29 To this end, marinas and ports have an 

interest in requiring vessel owners to secure their vessels during a storm to prevent damage to 

persons or property. 

 

Safe Haven  

Some marina docking contracts contain “safe haven” or “hurricane” clauses. These clauses 

provide that, when a hurricane watch is issued, boat owners shall immediately remove their 

vessels and all personal property from the marina and seek safe haven somewhere else. Failure to 

comply with this requirement, according to the clauses, will result in the boat owner being liable 

                                                 
26 UF/IFAS, Hurricane Manual for Marine Interest, available at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/miami-

dade/documents/disaster-preparation/hurricane-and-disaster/HurricaneManual1-(2).pdf. 
27 Id.; Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, Protect your Boat in a Hurricane: Making a Plan (Part I)¸ 

https://floridakeys.noaa.gov/whatsnew/around/2015/boathurricane1.html (last visited Jan. 28, 2020). 
28 Id. 
29 UF/IFAS, Hurricane Manual for Marine Interest, available at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/miami-

dade/documents/disaster-preparation/hurricane-and-disaster/HurricaneManual1-(2).pdf. 
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for all damage to docks, piers, other vessels, or any other property damage directly caused by the 

owner's vessel or resulting from its presence in the marina.30  

 

Marina Evacuation Statute 

Florida enacted a law designed to prevent marinas from using safe haven clauses as a basis for 

recovering their property damage from vessel owners after a hurricane.31 Florida law emphasizes 

the protection of life over property by prohibiting marinas from requiring vessel owners to 

remove their vessels from a marina following the issuance of a hurricane watch or warning.32  

 

However, after a tropical storm or hurricane watch has been issued, a marina owner or operator, 

or their employee or agent, may take reasonable actions to further secure a vessel within the 

marina to minimize damage to the vessel and to protect marina property, private property, and 

the environment.33 The owner or operator may charge a reasonable fee for such services.34 A 

marina owner may include this in a contractual agreement with a vessel owner.35 Marina owners 

are not able to be held liable for damage to a vessel from a storm or hurricane, but may be liable 

for damage due to intentional acts or negligence when removing or securing a vessel.36 

 

Burklow & Associates, Inc. v. Belcher is the only Florida state court decision that specifically 

mentions Florida’s marina evacuation statute.37 A marina owner sued owners of 16 stored vessels 

for damages allegedly caused by the vessel owners' failure to move their vessels after a hurricane 

warning was issued as was required by their marina contracts.38 The court upheld the state statute 

and found that the vessel owners had no duty, contractually or otherwise, to move their vessels 

following the issuance of a hurricane watch or warning.39 The court’s analysis pointed to the 

clear legislative policy “to ensure that protecting lives and safety of vessel owners is placed 

before interests of protecting property” when a hurricane approaches.40 

 

Hurricane Season Port Conditions and Categories 

Port conditions are set by the Coast Guard Captain of the Port of a sector, or regulated area. Port 

conditions are explained in the table below.41 “Gale force winds” mean winds of 34 knots or 39 

miles per hour. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
30 Mercante, James, Hurricanes and Act of God: When the Best Defense is a Good Offense, 18 U.S.F. MAR. L.J. (2006). 
31 Ch. 93-211, s. 22, Laws of Fla. (creating s. 327.59, F.S.). 
32 Section 327.59(1), F.S. 
33 Ch. 2006-309, s. 2, Laws of Fla. (creating s. 327.59(2), F.S., effective Jul. 1, 2006). 
34 Id. 
35 Ch. 2006-309, s. 2, Laws of Fla. (creating s. 327.59(3), F.S., effective Jul. 1, 2006). 
36 Ch. 2006-309, s. 2, Laws of Fla. (creating s. 327.59(4), F.S., effective Jul. 1, 2006). 
37 719 So.2d 31 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 1998). 
38 Id. 
39 Id. 
40 Id. 
41 33 C.F.R. s. 165.720; 33 C.F.R. 165.781; see also Brazos Pilots Association, Hurricane Season Port Conditions and 

Categories, available at http://www.brazospilots.com/Hurricane-Season.pdf.  
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Port Condition Storm Status Port Status 

Whiskey Gale force winds are 

predicted to arrive within 

72 hours 

Open to all commercial 

and recreational traffic 

X-Ray Gale force winds are 

predicted to arrive within 

48 hours 

Open to all commercial 

and recreational traffic 

Yankee Gale force winds are 

predicted to arrive within 

24 hours 

Closed to inbound traffic 

and vessel traffic control 

measures in effect on 

vessel movements within 

the port 

Zulu Gale force winds are 

predicted to arrive within 

12 hours 

Closed to all inbound 

and outbound traffic 

Recovery The storm is no longer a 

threat to the area, but 

response and recovery 

operations may be in 

progress to address 

damage. 

Reopened to outbound 

traffic at completion of 

port survey; vessel traffic 

control measures remain 

in effect on vessel 

movements within the 

port 

 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill amends s. 327.59, F.S., to prohibit, upon the issuance of a hurricane watch that affects 

the waters of marinas located in a deepwater seaport, vessels under 500 gross tons from 

remaining in the waters of such marinas that have been deemed not suitable for refuge during a 

hurricane. 

 

The bill requires that vessel owners promptly remove their vessels from the waterways upon 

issuance of an evacuation order by the deepwater seaport. If the Coast Guard Captain of the Port 

sets the port condition to “Yankee” and a vessel owner has failed to remove his or her vessel 

from the waterway, a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent, regardless of any existing 

contractual provisions between the marina owner and vessel owner, is required to remove the 

vessel, or cause the vessel to be removed, if reasonable, from its slip. The marina owner may 

charge the vessel owner a reasonable fee for the service of removing the vessel. 

 

The bill provides that a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent may not be held liable for 

any damage incurred to the vessel from a hurricane and is held harmless from removing the 

vessel from the waterways. However, the bill does not provide immunity to the marina owner, 

operator, employee, or agent for any damage caused by intentional acts or negligence when 

removing a vessel. 
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The bill provides that after a hurricane watch has been issued, if an owner or operator of a vessel 

has not removed the vessel pursuant to an order from the seaport, the owner or operator may be 

subject to existing penalties under s. 313.22, F.S.  

 

The existing penalties provide that until an order is complied with, a vessel that unnecessarily 

delays in moving under an order to vacate a vessel or change its position may be penalized as 

follows: 

 In an amount not exceeding $1,000 per hour or fraction thereof; and 

 150 percent of the demurrage costs incurred by a waiting vessel for exceeding the time 

allotted to the vessel to be in a specific area. 

 

The penalty is imposed and collected by the port issuing the movement order. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

Vessel owners may incur increased costs from moving their vessel pursuant to a 

movement order, from fees charged by a marina owner for the service of moving a 

vessel, or due to penalties incurred from noncompliance with a movement order.  
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C. Government Sector Impact: 

Ports may see a positive fiscal impact due to increased collection of penalties from vessel 

owners that do not comply with a movement order and cost savings associated with 

prevention of damage to port facilities and infrastructure. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends section 327.59 of the Florida Statutes.   

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources Committee on February 3, 2020: 

 Requires that owners of vessels under 500 gross tons remove their vessels from the 

waterways upon issuance of an evacuation order by the deepwater seaport. 

 Requires a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent to remove a vessel from its 

slip if the Coast Guard Captain of the Port sets the port condition to “Yankee” and the 

vessel owner has not removed the vessel from the waterway as required. 

 Authorizes the marina owner, operator, employee, or agent to charge the vessel owner 

a reasonable fee for the service of moving the vessel. 

 Clarifies that a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent may not be held liable for 

any damage incurred to the vessel from a hurricane or from removing the vessel as 

required under this section; however, the amendment does not provide immunity to 

the marina owner, operator, employee, or agent for any damage caused by intentional 

acts or negligence. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Mayfield) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete everything after the enacting clause 3 

and insert: 4 

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 327.59, Florida 5 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection (5) is added to that 6 

section, to read: 7 

327.59 Marina evacuations.— 8 

(1) Except as provided in this section After June 1, 1994, 9 

marinas may not adopt, maintain, or enforce policies pertaining 10 
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to evacuation of vessels which require vessels to be removed 11 

from marinas following the issuance of a hurricane watch or 12 

warning, in order to ensure that protecting the lives and safety 13 

of vessel owners is placed before interests of protecting 14 

property. 15 

(5) Upon the issuance of a hurricane watch affecting the 16 

waters of marinas located in a deepwater seaport, vessels under 17 

500 gross tons may not remain in the waters of such marinas that 18 

have been deemed not suitable for refuge during a hurricane. 19 

Vessel owners shall promptly remove their vessels from the 20 

waterways upon issuance of an evacuation order by the deepwater 21 

seaport. If the United States Coast Guard captain of the port 22 

sets the port condition to “Yankee” and a vessel owner has 23 

failed to remove a vessel from the waterway, the marina owner, 24 

operator, employee, or agent, regardless of any existing 25 

contractual provisions between the marina owner and the vessel 26 

owner, shall remove the vessel, or cause the vessel to be 27 

removed, if reasonable, from its slip and may charge the vessel 28 

owner a reasonable fee for any such services rendered. A marina 29 

owner, operator, employee, or agent may not be held liable for 30 

any damage incurred to a vessel from a hurricane and is held 31 

harmless as a result of such actions to remove the vessel from 32 

the waterways. Nothing in this section may be construed to 33 

provide immunity to a marina owner, operator, employee, or agent 34 

for any damage caused by intentional acts or negligence when 35 

removing a vessel pursuant to under this section. After the 36 

hurricane watch has been issued, the owner or operator of any 37 

vessel that has not been removed from the waterway of the 38 

marina, pursuant to an order from the deepwater seaport, may be 39 
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subject to the penalties under s. 313.22(3). 40 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 41 

 42 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 43 

And the title is amended as follows: 44 

Delete everything before the enacting clause 45 

and insert: 46 

A bill to be entitled 47 

An act relating to marina evacuations; amending s. 48 

327.59, F.S.; prohibiting vessels under a specified 49 

weight from remaining in certain marinas that have 50 

been deemed unsuitable for refuge during a hurricane 51 

after the issuance of a hurricane watch; requiring a 52 

marina owner, operator, employee, or agent to remove 53 

specified vessels under certain circumstances; 54 

providing that such owner, operator, employee, or 55 

agent may charge the vessel owner a reasonable fee for 56 

such removal and may not be held liable for any 57 

damages as a result of such removal; providing 58 

construction; authorizing certain penalty fees; 59 

providing an effective date. 60 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to marina evacuations; amending s. 2 

327.59, F.S.; prohibiting vessels under a specified 3 

weight from remaining in certain marinas that have 4 

been deemed not suitable for refuge during a hurricane 5 

after the issuance of a hurricane watch or warning for 6 

the waters of the marina; providing for civil 7 

penalties; providing an effective date. 8 

  9 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 10 

 11 

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 327.59, Florida 12 

Statutes, is amended, and subsection (5) is added to that 13 

section, to read: 14 

327.59 Marina evacuations.— 15 

(1) Except as provided in this section After June 1, 1994, 16 

marinas may not adopt, maintain, or enforce policies pertaining 17 

to evacuation of vessels which require vessels to be removed 18 

from marinas following the issuance of a hurricane watch or 19 

warning, in order to ensure that protecting the lives and safety 20 

of vessel owners is placed before interests of protecting 21 

property. 22 

(5) Upon the issuance of a hurricane watch or warning 23 

affecting the waters of marinas located in a deepwater seaport, 24 

vessels under 500 gross tons may not remain in the waters of 25 

such marinas that have been deemed not suitable for refuge 26 

during a hurricane. After the hurricane watch or warning has 27 

been issued, the owner or operator of any vessel that has not 28 

been removed, pursuant to an order from the seaport, from the 29 
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waters of the marina may be subject to the penalties under s. 30 

313.22(3). 31 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 32 
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POLICY ANALYSIS 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SB 1414 would amend sections (s.) of Chapter 379, Florida Statutes (F.S.), which relates to fish and wildlife. The bill 
would provide protections for hunters, trappers, or fishers from harassment within or on any public lands, public 
waters, or fish management areas. The bill would increase the number of free fishing days from four to six and would 
prohibit the keeping, possessing, importing, selling, bartering, trading, or breeding of reptiles of concern, conditional 
reptiles, or prohibited reptiles, except for educational or research purposes. The bill would provide an effective date of 
July 1, 2020. 

 

2. SUBSTANTIVE BILL ANALYSIS 

1. PRESENT SITUATION: 

Section 1: Section (s.) 379.105, F.S., currently provides protections for hunters, fishers, and trappers from harassment 
when lawfully engaged in those activities on publicly or privately-owned wildlife or fish management areas, or on any 
state-owned water body. This current protection does not protect from harassment on lands or waters not specifically 
listed. 
 
Section 2: Section 379.354, F.S., currently allows the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(Commission) to designate by rule, no more than four days in each year as free freshwater fishing days and no more 
than four days in a year as free saltwater fishing days. Florida Administrative Code 68B-2.009 designates the 
Commission approved days in the year as free fishing days. 
 

Section 3:  Argentine black and white tegus were introduced by way of the live animal/pet trade and were first 
observed in the wild in Florida in 2002. Multiple species of tegus are common in the pet trade. They are sold in pet 
stores, bred by commercial breeders in Florida and are imported from other countries. Three species have been found 
in the wild in Florida:  Argentine black and white tegu, gold tegu and red tegu. Argentine black and white tegus are 
native to South America and can reach five feet in length. Tegus negatively impact native wildlife by competing for 
both food and habitat. Multiple disjunct populations of black and white tegus are currently established in Miami-Dade 
(largest population), Hillsborough, and Charlotte (new emerging population) counties with additional sightings of 
escaped or released captive animals across the state. Gold tegus are thought to be reproducing in a small area of 
Miami-Dade County. 

Because the general locations of reproducing tegu populations are known, there is the potential for eradication or at 
least reducing the impact that these species pose to Florida. The Commission has utilized staff and private 
contractors to trap in areas with known established tegu populations. Staff also respond to confirmed observations 
elsewhere in the state and provide a trap-loan program for members of the public that report tegus on their properties. 
Additionally, the Commission has taken steps to remove legal barriers that hindered the lethal take of tegus by 
members of the public. Tegus are not protected in Florida and Executive Order 17-11 was signed in 2017 allowing for 
the lethal removal of all non-native reptiles on 22 Commission-managed public lands in south Florida. The order 
eliminated the need for a permit or hunting license and clarified that there is no bag limit. To date, over 7,800 tegus 
have been reported to the Commission as removed from the wild or found dead in Florida by Commission staff, 
partners and the public since 2012, primarily in Miami-Dade County.   

 
Green iguana (Iguana iguana) and black and white tegu (Salvator merianae) are both species which do not currently 
require a permit/license for personal possession. The number of individuals who possess these species for personal 
use is unknown. Any person or entity who wishes to sell or exhibit these species must obtain a license from the 
Commission to conduct commercial activity. A November 2019 survey of all Class III license holders that allows for 
the sale of reptiles found 382 license holders listed that may sell iguanas with more than 5,307 in inventory. Tegus are 
listed on 106 Class III licenses with more than 1,245 individuals in recent inventory. The majority of these current 
licensees are engaged in sale of reptiles, not in education or research. 
 
Green iguanas were introduced by way of the live animal trade and first observed in the wild in Florida in the 1960’s. 
Baby iguanas, only a few inches long, continue to be sold in pet stores, flea markets, and reptile shows.  Green 
iguanas are native to Central and South America and can reach up to five feet in length. Iguanas are found primarily 
in urban/suburban areas across south Florida, however, may also be found in natural areas such as state parks and 
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throughout the Florida Keys. Iguana impacts in Florida include social impacts, economic impacts and likely some 
ecological impacts. Iguanas regularly consume ornamental plants on private properties, such as hibiscus, roses and 
orchids. They defecate on decks, sidewalks and in pools. Iguanas burrow into or under infrastructure, such as sea 
walls or canal banks, which undermines the integrity of those structures.   

 
Unlike tegus, iguanas have long been established in much of south Florida with population fluctuations over the years 
as a result of extreme cold weather events. The likelihood of eradicating this species in Florida is low. The 
Commission focuses our management strategies to reduce the impacts of this species. Currently, the Commission 
provides technical assistance to citizens through workshops, over the phone and through educational materials to 
empower citizens to remove iguanas themselves or lessen local impacts where they occur in urban and suburban 
environments. In 2018, the Commission initiated removal efforts on public conservation lands, resulting in nearly 
5,000 iguanas being removed. Despite these efforts, citizens continue to experience impacts from iguanas.   

Pursuant to Article IV, s. 9 of the Florida Constitution, the Commission exercises regulatory and executive powers of 
the state with respect to wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life, including non-native species.  

Section 379.372(2)(a), F.S. currently provides:  

No person, party, firm, association, or corporation shall keep, possess, import into the state, sell, barter, trade, or 
breed the following species for personal use or for sale for personal use:  
1. Burmese or Indian python (Python molurus). 
2. Reticulated python (Python reticulatus). 
3. Northern African python (Python sebae). 
4. Southern African python (Python natalensis). 
5. Amethystine or scrub python (Morelia amethystinus). 
6. Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus). 
7. Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus). 
8. Any other reptile designated as a conditional or prohibited species by the commission. 

Rules relating to non-native species are found in Chapter 68-5, F.A.C. Conditional species are not allowed to be 
possessed for personal use, however, commercial use including breeding is currently allowed.  License holders 
conducting commercial activity with conditional species cannot sell these in Florida’s retail market as personal pets; 
however, may sell out of state for that purpose. Conditional non-native reptile species are listed in Rule 68-5.004, 
F.A.C., and are as follows: 

(3) Red-eared sliders 

(4) Nonnative snakes and lizards 

(a) Indian or Burmese python (Python molurus). 

(b) Reticulated python (Python reticulatus). 

(c) Northern African python (Python sebae). 

(d) Southern African python (Python natalensis). 

(e) Amethystine python (Morelia amethistinus). 

(f) Scrub python (Morelia kinghorni). 

(g) Green anaconda (Eunectes murinus). 

(h) Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus). 
  
Prohibited reptiles are provided in Rule 68-5.006, F.A.C., and include all sea snakes (68-5.006(3)(b)) . Prohibited 
species cannot be bred, sold in-state or exported for sale.   
 
A permit is currently not required to possess tegus or green iguanas as personal pets, in accordance with Rule 68A-
6.0022(2)(a), F.A.C.  However, a license is required to possess tegus or green iguanas for commercial use (exhibition 
or sale). Because pet owners are not currently required to have a permit for personal possession, the number of tegus 
or iguanas currently in personal possession is unknown, however is likely in the thousands.   

 

2. EFFECT OF THE BILL: 

SB 1414 would amend sections of Chapter 379, F.S., which relates to fish and wildlife.  

Section 1: Would amend subsection (1) of s. 379.105, F.S., to protect hunters, trappers, or fishers from harassment 
within or on any public lands, public waters, or fish management areas. The bill increases areas upon which hunters, 
trappers, or fishers are protected from harassment by expanding the protection to all public lands and all public 
waters. 
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Section 2: Would amend subsection (15) of s. 379.354, F.S., to increase the number of free fishing days from four to 
six. 

Section 3: Would amend paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of s. 379.372, F.S., to prohibit the keeping, possessing, 
importing, selling, bartering, trading, or breeding of reptiles of concern, conditional reptiles, or prohibited reptiles, 
except for educational or research purposes and classifies two additional species as conditional. If passed, the 
Commission would need to initiate rule development to address regulating these species to make it consistent with 
statute.  As written, the bill would remove Argentine black and white tegus or green iguanas from future sale as 
personal pets in the retail market in Florida and would not allow them to be bred commercially and exported for sale. 
Rulemaking would likely include addressing grandfathering individuals who may currently possess these animals as 
pets. 

A permit is currently not required to possess tegus or green iguanas as personal pets, in accordance with Rule 68A-
6.0022(2)(a), F.A.C.  A license is required to possess either of these species for commercial use (exhibition or sale).  
HB 777 would no longer allow for the commercial breeding and selling of these species. Some businesses, such as 
pet stores, currently engaged in this activity may be impacted.  

Section 4: Would provide an effective date of July 1, 2020.  

 

3. DOES THE BILL DIRECT OR ALLOW THE AGENCY/BOARD/COMMISSION/DEPARTMENT TO DEVELOP, 

ADOPT, OR ELIMINATE RULES, REGULATIONS, POLICIES, OR PROCEDURES?           Y☐ N☒ 

If yes, explain: N/A 

 

Is the change consistent 
with the agency’s core 
mission?  

 

      Y☒ N☐ 

Rule(s) impacted (provide 
references to F.A.C., etc.): 

N/A 

 

 

4. WHAT IS THE POSITION OF AFFECTED CITIZENS OR STAKEHOLDER GROUPS? 

Proponents and summary 
of position: 

Section 3: Land managing partners and citizens that are currently being 
impacted by these species will be in support. The Commission has received 
requests from other state and federal agencies to regulate tegus and 
completely remove Burmese pythons from commercial use. Many citizens 
have come to public meetings or sent letters to the Commission to ask that the 
agency regulate iguanas. 

 

Opponents and summary of 
position: 

Section 3: Those who either own or sell these species will likely be opposed.  
Those that breed and or sell these species may state that they will be 
economically impacted. 

 

 

5. ARE THERE ANY REPORTS OR STUDIES REQUIRED BY THIS BILL?                        Y☐ N☒ 

If yes, provide a 
description: 

N/A 

 

Date Due: N/A 

 

Bill Section Number(s): N/A 

 

 

6. ARE THERE ANY NEW GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS OR CHANGES TO EXISTING BOARDS, TASK 

FORCES, COUNCILS, COMMISSIONS, ETC. REQUIRED BY THIS BILL?                      Y☐ N☒ 

Board:  N/A 
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Board Purpose: N/A 

 

Who Appoints: N/A 

 

Changes: N/A 

 

Bill Section Number(s): N/A 

 

FISCAL ANALYSIS 

 

1. DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT?           Y☒ N☒ 

Revenues:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Expenditures:  None. 

 

Does the legislation 
increase local taxes or 
fees? If yes, explain. 

No. 

 

If yes, does the legislation 
provide for a local 
referendum or local 
governing body public vote 
prior to implementation of 
the tax or fee increase? 

N/A 

 

 

2. DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO STATE GOVERNMENT?         Y☒ N☒ 

Revenues:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Expenditures:  Indeterminate.  FWC would incur additional costs for developing rules. 

 

Does the legislation contain 
a State Government 
appropriation? 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

If yes, was this 
appropriated last year?  

No. 

 

 

3. DOES THE BILL HAVE A FISCAL IMPACT TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR?         Y☒ N☒ 

Revenues:    

 

 

Expenditures:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Other:  N/A 

 

 

4. DOES THE BILL INCREASE OR DECREASE TAXES, FEES, OR FINES?                                         Y☒ N☒ 

If yes, explain impact.  Click or tap here to enter text. 
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Bill Section Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY IMPACT 

1. DOES THE BILL IMPACT THE AGENCY’S TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS (I.E. IT SUPPORT, LICENSING 

SOFTWARE, DATA STORAGE, ETC.)?                                                                                                Y☐ N☒ 

If yes, describe the 
anticipated impact to the 
agency including any fiscal 
impact. 

N/A 

 

 

FEDERAL IMPACT 

1. DOES THE BILL HAVE A FEDERAL IMPACT (I.E. FEDERAL COMPLIANCE, FEDERAL FUNDING, FEDERAL 

AGENCY INVOLVEMENT, ETC.)?                                                                                                         Y☐ N☒ 

If yes, describe the 
anticipated impact including 
any fiscal impact. 

N/A 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

As currently written, the Commission would most likely need to initiate rulemaking to clarify the species and grandfather 
date. Permits have not been required for the possession of iguanas or tegus as pets, so pet owners did not have permits 
on the 2010 date. Therefore, no one would be grandfathered in as pet owners for these species. Also, since all species of 
tegus are a risk to our native species, and available in the pet trade, language including all tegus is recommended. The 
language in (9) could be replaced with “any species of the genera Salvator and Tupinambis”. This would prevent law 
enforcement and prosecutors from having to prove species and prevent additional damage from tegu species that aren’t 
currently listed. 

 

Section 379.372(2)(b), F.S., provides for grandfathering of individuals who held a permit for a listed species prior to July 1, 
2010. Because personal possession of these species does not currently require a license or permit, this provision would 
not apply to current owners of these species. Those owners and thousands of current pet owners of green iguanas or 
Argentine black and white tegus obtained after July 1, 2010 would be in violation.   
 
Because of the prevalence of these two species in trade, many members of the public may not know about options to 
legally hold these species (should grandfathering language be altered to address the above 2010 deadline) or options to 
provide these animals to the Commission’s Exotic Pet Amnesty Program (EPAP).  Additional resources for the 
Commission to provide no-cost permits may be needed because of the volume of these two species currently in personal 
possession.  

 

The Commission has observed that when one non-native species is regulated or restricted, another similar species that is 
not regulated often replaces it in trade. More than one species of tegu is currently in trade in the commercial 
herpetological industry, including but not limited to, gold tegus and red tegus. Tegu species have also been hybridized in 
the pet industry to create designer color morphs, which could make it difficult for law enforcement to enforce this proposed 
language because the identification of the species (particularly differentiating between hybrids) will be challenging, if not 
impossible. If all species of tegu are not regulated simultaneously, the commercial herpetological industry will likely move 
to other species that will likely cause similar impacts to native species if released or create additional morphs that may 
make the statute difficult to enforce. There are currently seven identified species of tegus split between two genera: 
Salvator and Tupinambis. 
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information: 

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes 

 

 

I. Summary: 

CS/SB 1414 broadens the prohibition on the harassment of hunters, trappers, or fishers to include 

harassment on any public lands, public waters, or publicly or privately owned wildlife 

management and fish management areas. 

 

The bill expands the number of free fishing days from 4 to 6. 

 

The bill adds tegus and iguanas to the conditional nonnative snakes and lizards list and tightens 

the restrictions on the list from applying to possession of these species for sale or personal use to 

prohibiting any use except for educational or research purposes. 

II. Present Situation: 

Penalties for Violations Pertaining to Fish and Wildlife 

Under Art. IV, s. 9 of the Florida Constitution, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) is granted the authority to exercise the regulatory and executive powers of the state with 

respect to wild animal life, fresh water aquatic life, and marine life. The Legislature may enact 

REVISED:         
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laws that aid FWC in its exercise of regulatory functions and executive powers in the areas of 

planning, budgeting, personnel management, and purchasing.1 

 

Section 379.401, F.S., details FWC’s four-tier system for penalties and violations, civil penalties 

for noncriminal infractions, criminal penalties, and suspension and forfeiture of licenses and 

permits. Level One violations are considered the least serious while Level Four violations the 

most serious. 

 

 

The penalties for Level Two violations are as follows:  

 

Level Two Violation Type of Infraction Civil Penalty or Jail 

Time 

License Restrictions 

First offense 2nd Degree Misdemeanor2 Max: $500 or 

Max: 60 days 
None 

Second offense within 

three years of previous 

Level Two violation (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor3 Min: $250; Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 

None 

Third offense within five 

years of two previous 

Level Two violations (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor4 Min: $500; Max: $1,000 

Max: one year 

Suspension of license for 

one year 

Fourth offense within 10 

years of three previous 

Level Two violations (or 

higher) 

1st Degree Misdemeanor5  Min: $750; Max $1,000 

or Max: one year 

Suspension of license for 

three years 

 

Right to Hunt or Fish 

The Legislature recognizes that hunting, fishing, and the taking of game are a valued part of the 

cultural heritage of Florida and should be forever preserved for Floridians.6 The Legislature 

further recognizes that these activities play an important part in the state’s economy and in the 

conservation, preservation, and management of the state’s natural areas and resources. Therefore, 

the Legislature intends that the citizens of Florida have a right to hunt, fish, and take game, 

subject to the regulations and restrictions prescribed by general law and by the FWC.7 

 

Fees for Freshwater or Saltwater Fishing Licenses 

The law and FWC rules prohibit the taking of game, freshwater or saltwater fish, or fur-bearing 

animals within this state without having first obtained a license, permit, or authorization number 

                                                 
1 FLA. CONST. art. IV, s. 9. 
2 Section 379.401(2)(b)1., F.S.  
3 Section 379.401(2)(b)2., F.S. 
4 Section 379.401(2)(b)3., F.S.  
5 Section 379.401(2)(b)4., F.S.  
6 Section 379.104, F.S. 
7 Id. 
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and paid the associated fees.8 The following lists are freshwater and saltwater fees for fishing 

licenses set out in statute, though there can be additional fees for specialized permits. 

 

For residents: 

 An annual freshwater or saltwater fishing license costs $15.50.9 

 A 5-year freshwater or saltwater fishing license costs $77.50.10 

 A lifetime freshwater or saltwater fishing license costs:11 

o $125 for persons 4 years of age or younger. 

o $225 for persons 5 years of age or older but under 13 years of age. 

o $300 for persons 13 years of age or older. 

 

For nonresidents: 

 A freshwater or saltwater fishing license for 3 consecutive days costs $15.50. 

 A freshwater or saltwater fishing license for 7 consecutive days costs $28.50. 

 An annual freshwater or saltwater fishing license costs $45.50.12 

 

FWC also charges $1.50 for the cost of issuing the permit.13 Exemptions from the fishing license 

requirement exist for those under the age of 16 or are over the age of 65.14 

 

Free Fishing Days 

Florida law expressly authorizes FWC to designate by rule no more than 4 days a year as free 

freshwater fishing days and no more than 4 days year as free saltwater fishing days.15 This means 

people can fish without a license or permit on those days. A person who takes freshwater or 

saltwater fish on a free fishing day must comply with all laws, rules, and regulations governing 

the holders of a fishing license or permit and all other conditions and limitations regulating the 

taking of freshwater or saltwater fish as are imposed by law or rule.16 

 

Harassment of Hunters, Trappers, or Fishers 

 

Under 379.105, F.S., a person may not intentionally, within a publicly or privately owned 

wildlife management or fish management area or on any state-owned water body: 

 Interfere with or attempt to prevent the lawful taking of fish, game, or nongame animals by 

another. 

 Attempt to disturb fish, game, or nongame animals or attempt to affect their behavior with 

the intent to prevent their lawful taking by another. 

                                                 
8 Section 379.354(1), F.S. 
9 Section 379.354(4), F.S. 
10 Section 379.354(9), F.S. 
11 Section 379.354(11), F.S. 
12 Section 379.354(5), F.S. 
13 Section 379.352(5), F.S. 
14 Section 379.353, F.S.   
15 Section 379.354(15), F.S.; Fla. Amin. Code R. 68A-5.006 sets out “Free-Freshwater Fishing Day-Spring” as the first 

weekend in April, and “Free-Freshwater Fishing Day-Summer” as the second weekend in June, or such other period as may 

be specified by order of FWC; Fla. Amin. Code R. 68A-5.006 sets out “License-Free Saltwater Fishing Days” as the first 

weekend in June, the first Saturday in September, and the Saturday following Thanksgiving. 
16 Section 379.354(15), F.S. 
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Anyone in violation of this provision is guilty of a Level Two violation (see above). 

 

Nonnative Species 

FWC is responsible for the control and management of nonnative species.17 Nonnative species 

are animals living outside captivity and which are not historically present in the state.18 More 

than 500 fish and wildlife nonnative species have been documented in Florida.19 Not all 

nonnative species pose a threat to Florida’s ecology, but some nonnative species become 

invasive species by causing harm to native species, posing a threat to human health and safety, or 

causing economic damage.20 To manage and minimize the impacts of nonnative species, it is 

unlawful to import for sale or use, or to release within the state, any species not native to Florida 

unless authorized by the FWC.21  

 

Prohibited or Conditional Nonnative Snakes and Lizards 

Prohibited species are nonnative species that pose a very high risk to native fish and wildlife, to 

the ecology of native wildlife communities, or to human safety. Possession of these species 

requires a permit from FWC and is generally limited to public exhibition and research.22 

 

Conditional species23 are nonnative species that pose a risk to native fish and wildlife or to the 

ecology of native wildlife communities. Conditional nonnative snakes and lizards are not 

authorized to be acquired for personal possession.24 Specifically, the following nonnative snakes 

and lizards are prohibited from being kept, possessed, imported into the state, sold, bartered, 

traded, or bred for personal use or for sale for personal use: 

 Burmese or Indian python; 

 Reticulated python; 

 Northern African python; 

 Southern African python; 

 Amethystine or scrub python; 

 Green Anaconda; 

 Nile Monitor; and 

 Any other reptile designated as a conditional or prohibited species by FWC.25 

 

                                                 
17 Fla. Admin. Code Ch. 68-5. 
18 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), What is a nonnative species?, 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/exotic-information/ (last visited Jan. 13, 2020). 
19 FWC, Florida’s Exotic Fish and Wildlife, http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/ (last visited on Jan. 13, 2020). 
20 Id. 
21 Section 379.231, F.S. 
22 Section 379.372, F.S.; see Fla. Admin. Code R. 68-5.003 for a complete list of prohibited species. 
23 Statute uses the phrase “reptiles of concern,” but FWC lists such species in its conditional species list. See FWC, Reptiles 

of Concern, https://myfwc.com/license/captive-wildlife/reptiles-of-concern/ (last visited Dec. 30, 2019); s. 379.372(b), F.S. 
24 FWC, Conditional Snakes and Lizards, http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/regulations/snakes-and-lizards/ (last 

visited Jan. 13, 2020). 
25 Section 379.372(2)(a), F.S. 
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A reptile dealer, researcher, or public exhibitor providing educational exhibits may apply for a 

permit to import or possess conditional nonnative snakes and lizards.26 Conditional nonnative 

snakes and lizards must be kept indoors or in outdoor enclosures with a fixed roof and must be 

permanently identified with a passive integrated transponder (PIT) tag, also known as a 

microchip.27 Owners of such species must submit a Captive Wildlife Disaster and Critical 

Incident Plan to FWC and must maintain records of their inventory.28 

 

In 2018, the Legislature created s. 379.2311, F.S., which directed FWC to create a pilot program 

to mitigate the impact of priority invasive species on the public lands or waters of the state. The 

goal of the pilot program is to examine the benefits of using strategically deployed, trained 

private contractors to slow the advance of priority invasive species, contain their populations, 

and eradicate them from this state. As part of the program, FWC is authorized to enter into 

contracts to capture or destroy animals belonging to priority invasive species found on public 

lands, in the waters of this state, or on private lands or waters with the consent of the owner. All 

captures and disposals of animals that are priority invasive species must be documented and 

photographed and the geographic location of the take must be recorded for research purposes. 

FWC is required to submit a report of findings and recommendations regarding its 

implementation of the pilot program to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1, 2021. 

 

Priority invasive species are: 

 Lizards of the genus Tupinambis, also known as tegu lizards; 

 The conditional lizard and snake species listed above; 

 Pterois volitans, also known as red lionfish; and 

 Pterois miles, also known as the common lionfish or devil firefish.29 

 

Tegus 

The Argentine Black and White Tegu (Tupinambis merianae), commonly referred to as a tegu, is 

a large species of lizard that can grow up to four feet in length and is native to South America.30 

Tegus are not innately aggressive but have sharp teeth, strong jaws, and sharp claws, which they 

will use to defend themselves if threatened.31 Tegus are an invasive species and have known 

breeding populations in Miami-Dade and Hillsborough counties32 and an emerging population in 

Charlotte County.33 The tegu causes harm to native species by disturbing alligator nests and 

                                                 
26 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68-5.005(1); see FWC, Conditional Snakes and Lizards, 

http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/regulations/snakes-and-lizards/ (last visited Jan. 13, 2020). 
27 Fla. Admin. Code R. 68-5.005(5). 
28 Id. 
29 Section 379.2311, F.S. 
30 FWC, Argentine black and white tegu, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/reptiles/whiptails-and-wall-

lizards/tegu/ (last visited Jan. 2, 2020). 
31 Id. 
32 Id. 
33 FWC, Senate Bill 1414 Agency Bill Analysis, 2 (Dec. 19, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
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consuming their eggs, and utilizing gopher tortoise burrows and consuming juvenile gopher 

tortoises.34  

 

The tegu is not designated as a conditional or prohibited species.35 However, a person must 

possess a license from FWC to sell a tegu or for public exhibition.36 A November 2019 survey of 

all Class III license holders allowing for the sale of reptiles found 106 license holders listed that 

may sell tegus with more than 1,245 in inventory.37 FWC developed a trapping removal program 

and works with other agencies and organizations to assess the tegu’s threat and develop 

management strategies.38 The goal of the program is to minimize the impact of tegus on native 

wildlife and natural areas.39 A limited number of commercial wildlife operators trap and remove 

tegus for homeowners or on other private lands.40 

 

Members of the public may also remove and kill tegus from 22 FWC managed public lands 

without a license or permit.41 Through these efforts, over 7,800 tegus have been reported to the 

Commission as removed from the wild or found dead in Florida by FWC staff, partners, and the 

public since 2012, primarily in Miami-Dade County.42   

 

Green Iguanas 

Green iguanas (Iguana iguana) are large, typically green lizards, though they can sometimes be 

brown or almost black in color.43 Some adults can take on an orange or pink coloration during 

certain times of the year. Male green iguanas can grow to over five feet in length and weigh up to 

17 pounds. Females can also reach five feet in length but usually do not exceed seven pounds. 

Females typically reach reproductive maturity at two to four years of age. Green iguanas can live 

up to 10 years in the wild and 19 years in captivity. Green iguanas thrive in southern Florida and 

are not cold hardy.44  

 

Green iguanas are a nonnative, invasive species in Florida.45 Green iguanas can live on the 

ground, in shrubs, or in trees in a variety of habitats including suburban developments, urban 

areas, small towns, and agricultural areas. They are excellent swimmers, tolerating both salt and 

freshwater and can submerge themselves for up to four hours at a time.46 

                                                 
34 FWC, Argentine black and white tegu, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/reptiles/whiptails-and-wall-

lizards/tegu/ (last visited Jan. 2, 2020). 
35 Id. 
36 Id; see s. 379.3761, F.S. 
37 FWC, Senate Bill 1414 Agency Bill Analysis, 2 (Dec. 19, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
38 Id. (under Frequently Asked Questions). 
39 Id. 
40 FWC, Senate Bill 230 Agency Bill Analysis, 2 (Feb. 17, 2017) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
41 FWC, EO 17-11 (Mar. 31, 2017), available at https://myfwc.com/media/3682/eo-17-11.pdf. 
42 FWC, Senate Bill 1414 Agency Bill Analysis, 2 (Dec. 19, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
43 FWC, Invasive Green Iguana, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/reptiles/green-iguana/ (last visited Dec. 30, 

2019). 
44 Id. 
45 Id. 
46 Id.  
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Green iguanas cause damage to residential and commercial landscape vegetation and are often 

considered a nuisance by property owners. Iguanas are attracted to trees with foliage or flowers, 

most fruits (except citrus) and almost any vegetable. Some green iguanas cause damage to 

infrastructure by digging burrows that erode and collapse sidewalks, foundations, seawalls, 

berms, and canal banks. Green iguanas may also leave droppings on docks, moored boats, 

seawalls, porches, decks, pool platforms, and inside swimming pools.  

 

Green iguanas are not designated as conditional or prohibited species.47 However, a person must 

possess a license from the FWC to sell a green iguana or for public exhibition.48 A November 

2019 survey of all Class III license holders allowing for the sale of reptiles found 382 license 

holders listed that may sell iguanas with more than 5,307 in inventory.49  

 

The FWC encourages removal of green iguanas from private properties by landowners. Members 

of the public may also remove and kill iguanas from 22 FWC managed public lands without a 

license or permit.50 The FWC hosts Iguana Technical Assistance Public Workshops to help 

empower homeowners to manage this nonnative species on their own property with legal 

trapping and removal options.51 In 2018, FWC initiated removal efforts on public conservation 

lands, resulting in nearly 5,000 iguanas being removed.52 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1 amends s. 379.105, F.S., relating to harassment of hunters, trappers, or fishers. The bill 

revises existing language to protect hunters, trappers, or fishers from harassment within or on 

any public lands, publicly or privately owned wildlife management areas or fish management 

areas, or public waters. The bill increases areas upon which hunters, trappers, or fishers are 

protected from harassment by expanding the protection to all public lands and all public waters 

(from wildlife management or fish management areas or a state-owned water body). 

 

Section 2 amends s. 379.354, F.S., to increase the free saltwater and freshwater fishing days 

from 4 to 6. 

 

Section 3 amends s. 379.372, F.S., to state that no person, party, firm, association, or corporation  

may keep, possess, import into the state, sell, barter, trade, or breed the following species except 

for educational or research purposes: 

 Burmese or Indian python (Python molurus). 

 Reticulated python (Python reticulatus). 

 Northern African python (Python sebae). 

                                                 
47 Id. 
48 Id; see s. 379.3761, F.S. 
49 FWC, Senate Bill 1414 Agency Bill Analysis, 3 (Dec. 19, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
50 FWC, EO 17-11 (Mar. 31, 2017), available at https://myfwc.com/media/3682/eo-17-11.pdf. 
51 FWC, Nonnative Species Public Workshops, https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/public-workshops/ (last visited 

Dec. 30, 2019). 
52 FWC, Senate Bill 1414 Agency Bill Analysis, 2 (Dec. 19, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources). 
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 Southern African python (Python natalensis). 

 Amethystine or scrub python (Morelia amethystinus). 

 Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus). 

 Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus). 

 Green iguana (Iguana iguana). 

 Tegu Lizard (any species of the genera Salvator or Tupinambis). 

 Any other reptile designated as a conditional or prohibited species by FWC. 

 

This adds the green iguana and the tegu lizard to the list of species that cannot be kept or sold for 

personal use. It also makes the prohibition stricter by changing it from prohibiting these species 

for being “kept or sold for personal use” to prohibiting anyone from possessing them “except for 

educational or research purposes.” 

 

Section 4 provides an effective date of July 1, 2020. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

D. State Tax or Fee Increases: 

None. 

E. Other Constitutional Issues: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

There may be a negative fiscal impact to commercial owners of tegus and iguana who are 

no longer able to sell the species under the bill. 
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C. Government Sector Impact: 

There may be a negative fiscal impact to the state for additional free fishing days, but it is 

likely negligible. 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 379.105, 379.354, 

and 379.372.   

IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Substantial Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

CS by Environment and Natural Resources on February 3, 2020: 
The prohibition on tegus is expanded to include any species of the genera Salvator or 

Tupinambis. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (Mayfield) 

recommended the following: 

 

Senate Amendment (with title amendment) 1 

 2 

Delete lines 70 - 73 3 

and insert: 4 

9. Tegu lizard (any species of the genera Salvator or 5 

Tupinambis). 6 

10. Any other reptile designated as a conditional or 7 

prohibited species by the commission. 8 

Section 4. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 9 

made by this act to section 379.372, Florida Statutes, in a 10 
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reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 379.2311, Florida 11 

Statutes, is reenacted to read: 12 

379.2311 Nonnative animal management.— 13 

(1) As used in this section, the term “priority invasive 14 

species” means the following: 15 

(a) Lizards of the genus Tupinambis, also known as tegu 16 

lizards; 17 

(b) Species identified in s. 379.372(2)(a); 18 

(c) Pterois volitans, also known as red lionfish; and 19 

(d) Pterois miles, also known as the common lionfish or 20 

devil firefish. 21 

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 22 

 23 

================= T I T L E  A M E N D M E N T ================ 24 

And the title is amended as follows: 25 

Delete line 13 26 

and insert: 27 

except for educational or research purposes; including 28 

green iguanas and species of the genera Salvator and 29 

Tupinambis in such prohibition; reenacting s. 30 

379.2311(1), F.S., relating to the definition of the 31 

term “priority invasive species,” to incorporate the 32 

amendment made to s. 379.372, F.S., in a reference 33 

thereto; providing  34 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to fish and wildlife activities; 2 

amending s. 379.105, F.S.; prohibiting certain 3 

harassment of hunters, trappers, and fishers within or 4 

on public lands or publicly or privately owned 5 

wildlife and fish management areas, or in or on public 6 

waters; amending s. 379.354, F.S.; authorizing the 7 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to designate 8 

additional annual free freshwater and saltwater 9 

fishing days; amending s. 379.372, F.S.; prohibiting 10 

the keeping, possessing, importing, selling, 11 

bartering, trading, or breeding of certain species 12 

except for educational or research purposes; providing 13 

an effective date. 14 

  15 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 16 

 17 

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 379.105, Florida 18 

Statutes, is amended to read: 19 

379.105 Harassment of hunters, trappers, or fishers.— 20 

(1) A person may not intentionally, within or on any public 21 

lands or a publicly or privately owned wildlife management and 22 

or fish management areas, area or in or on any public waters 23 

state-owned water body: 24 

(a) Interfere with or attempt to prevent the lawful taking 25 

of fish, game, or nongame animals by another within or on such 26 

lands or areas, or in or on such waters. 27 

(b) Attempt to disturb fish, game, or nongame animals or 28 

attempt to affect their behavior with the intent to prevent 29 
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their lawful taking by another within or on such lands or areas, 30 

or in or on such waters. 31 

Section 2. Subsection (15) of section 379.354, Florida 32 

Statutes, is amended to read: 33 

379.354 Recreational licenses, permits, and authorization 34 

numbers; fees established.— 35 

(15) FREE FISHING DAYS.—The commission may designate by 36 

rule no more than 6 4 consecutive or nonconsecutive days in each 37 

year as free freshwater fishing days and no more than 6 4 38 

consecutive or nonconsecutive days in each year as free 39 

saltwater fishing days. Notwithstanding any other provision of 40 

this chapter, a any person may take freshwater fish for 41 

noncommercial purposes on a free freshwater fishing day and may 42 

take saltwater fish for noncommercial purposes on a free 43 

saltwater fishing day, without obtaining or possessing a license 44 

or permit or paying a license or permit fee as set forth 45 

prescribed in this section. A person who takes freshwater or 46 

saltwater fish on a free fishing day must comply with all laws, 47 

rules, and regulations governing the holders of a fishing 48 

license or permit and all other conditions and limitations 49 

regulating the taking of freshwater or saltwater fish as are 50 

imposed by law or rule. 51 

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 52 

379.372, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 53 

379.372 Capturing, keeping, possessing, transporting, or 54 

exhibiting venomous reptiles, reptiles of concern, conditional 55 

reptiles, or prohibited reptiles; license required.— 56 

(2)(a) A No person, party, firm, association, or 57 

corporation may not shall keep, possess, import into the state, 58 
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sell, barter, trade, or breed the following species except for 59 

educational or research purposes personal use or for sale for 60 

personal use: 61 

1. Burmese or Indian python (Python molurus). 62 

2. Reticulated python (Python reticulatus). 63 

3. Northern African python (Python sebae). 64 

4. Southern African python (Python natalensis). 65 

5. Amethystine or scrub python (Morelia amethystinus). 66 

6. Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus). 67 

7. Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus). 68 

8. Green iguana (Iguana iguana). 69 

9. Black and white tegu (Salvator merianae). 70 

10. Any other reptile designated as a conditional or 71 

prohibited species by the commission. 72 

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020. 73 
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This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date M
Bill Number (if applicable)ATopic A°Pr g?*  iSr

Name  a/y> X  a/   \ /

Job Title

Address P Si ' / ) M
Street

7Z/X fi 
City State

Speaking: d] For d Against | | Information

Zip

Phone $$   

Email

Waive Speaking: l nn Support | | Against

Representing F/ .
(The Chair will read t is information into the record.)

IA L

Appearing at request of Chair; [  Yes E  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [V] Yes [d No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to spea to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s.001 (10/14 4)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

~ 0P'C   gOY  y Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name  \/n(\Y    n

Job Title  4-Qr  

Address   Phone
Street   

Email
City State Zip

Speaking: dl For d Against d Information Waive Spea ing: J Ir support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  fi T> p  O r  PrCh cMon 

Appearing at request of Chair: d) Yes f fJo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: dH es I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic  P ; l . ,  r I   s

Name

Job Title  

Address

\
-t-

Street
'¦T

City State

Speaking: For | | Against | | Information

Zip

Bill Number (if a  licable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone T* l

Email

Waive Spea iqcj: £5 1 n Support | | Against
(The Chair will reSd4his infopfnation into the record.)

Representing   

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes f No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is oart of the nublic record for thi  m  tina. a.nn-i nn/i/i/ i/i'i
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic 

Name

\   5  -
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title ¦, CD 'J

Address  
Street

Phone

c A   ¦¦  ¦¦  
' t.o z.

City State
Email ' ' .

Speaking:   For I 1 A ainst 1 1 Information
Zip

Wc  Hea ' ta

Representing . .

Waive Spea ing: l  In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:  |Yes[oNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

Whiie it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as po Lw tete 

This form is part of the public record for this meeting
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
Z O   jQ (Del'Ver B°TH C0P'eS °f this form t0 the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

ToPic j     i 10,OQ[

Name > tJi  > <>

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

>r .

Job Title

Address _ 8o2 6t eons,    b tidtf
Street

Phone '727-3-13 3o

PlIVLtf  (4
City

Speaking:   f.,  *»„„„  

State

Information

3   3 Email f v  l
Zip 7=   -

Waive Spea ing: dj In Support I I A ainst  
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing SetF

Appearing at request of Chair: CD Yes d No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to sp ak to be heard  t thi*
meeting. Those who do spea  may be as ed to limit their remarks so that as many persons as pZbl can be heard

This form is part of the public r cord for this meeting
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD

Speaking: F  for | | Against | | Information

Representing

Waive Speaking: rZ tn Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name_

i *7    
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address  
Street <

)L1-t
C'ty / State

ror  Against | | InformationSpeaking:

Phone 3 9 *  

Email  
Zip

Representing d-L-

Waive Speaking: FI In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes  TJo  Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

Whtie it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meetina
® S-001 (10/14/1  



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic ,

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcod  (if applinohlo)
.  

Name l  y/
Job Title a Ar i S'

Address   # SI L
Phone

Street

Email   *  
City tj

Speaking: E  For 1 1 A ainst
State

1 1 Information
Zip

Waive Speaking: EZI In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing f - *_ ¦ «  , -1

Appearing at request of Chair: 1 1 Yes JMo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes 1 | No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

n
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

K. XJ ,

>1

Job Title

Address

al IcifC   4nc,f  

„  j fc
Street

I C  Itlft t  C{5Sc< I - l 

City State

Speaking:   For 1 1 A ainst I 1 Information

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Zip
I E ail  fS,   jk 

Waive Speaking: CD In Support   A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing j i,   fl  u*

Appearing at request of Chair: O Yes   llNo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: f Yes I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to s eak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



%j2/ze 
M etinp Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to t e Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Name Vc -D  >a)

Job Title

Address

1&78
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

(Z  zszz-t Si~4-
Street

T  
City

Speaking:    For Against

Representing

State

Information

CC&JLA

Zip

Phone t/

Email

Waive Speaking: [I]ln Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: EZlYesQ io Lobbyist registered with Legislature: FTres I I No

While It is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to s eak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible c!n be heard

This form is part of the public record for this meetina
y S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate * < 1

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 

Name r

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

Vl >
City State

Phone

Email
Zip

Spea ing: MFor  Against | |Information

Representing

Waive Speaking: [ | In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

t Lot i d  ,

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature:  ~\ Yes

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

'Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amen  ent Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

Phone C\' 0& .

City state

Speaking:   For   a,*,,   Information

Zip
Email  a

Representing X_,.  ©A 
f

Waive Speaking; [~]In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: CU Yes jA No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: (2 Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

f-ee,   lQio ig  .
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  IZcPi>gVfctT Q-eSfbflii Bie'?   \ / Amendment Barcode (if a  licable)

Name  )ao( » Gg &*   

Job Title      

Address Ca&xu** 
Street

e    L
City state

Speaking: I I For 1 1 Against 1 1 Information

Representing $&Lf 

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No

Phone (ill   03-1 30 

b&l Email
Zjp

Waive Speaking: Oln Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves O No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic I  ' l ?>

Name   h
Job Title 

Address ?>?0D Com Month
Street ~ "

nai hriss e Ft   > 399
City State 7 in

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

Email

Speaking:   For IZ]Against ( IInformation Waive Speaking: Min Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing _.f L Dfp r fj \A!r )rW!MS\4€> 0 Irt tr inn

Appearing at request of Chair: [_ 1 Yes   fvfo Lobbyist registered with Legislature1 [ t  os   no

While it Isa Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meetina
y 5-001(10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting [ ate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting

Topic IfYl k(L/. n

Name i

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

f(    y }
Job Title

Address 133 £9(V( /  
Street

3    

City State

Phone ,   3  hm

EmailCifp Ai ¦ '

Speaking: I I For I lA ainst d] Information
_ 

Representing .

Zip 'J

Waive Speaking: I I In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

w  Z.

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: M  es I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

7 i
Meeting Date

f j    I i
Topic - j

Name
1 ?j  

Job Title AO'- J \ 7m ,

Address . - A - Phone
Street

J (  rvJ T1 L -i  i Ems,n

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

t i
'   i .

/ J J

d k

Speaking: E  For E  Against E  Information

Representing

Zip
til.

Waive Speaking: I In Support I 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes 0N° Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [3Yes  No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_001 (10/14/14)



1$! p
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) 3 

Topic _

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name_ RoBf/ 
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title VP f4o -

Address
Street

Speaking:

City   state

For Q Against | | Information

State Zip

Phone

Emai  6-

Representing ?Q  £>  Pcft?S>

Waive Speaking: [ | In Support | | Against
e Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [F Yes | | No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic

Meeting Date

(j    fA A*4at5  S CLh     T 6 

,Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Narne i   fe> Gttg&  i    

Job Title

Address G a  jt AJg'
Street

Pai t 

Phone 727 4   1132)

C/f State

Speaking: I I For 1 1 Against 1 I Information

34 3 Email A 6>t2.tf
zip

Waive Speaking: 1 1 In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing 5b L   

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: EZI es Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
'2/ 3 -  d <De"Uer B°TH C0P'eS 0f th'S ft>rm t01116 Senat0r or Sena,e Professional Staff conducting the meeting)    

Meeting Date
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name Lf A / 5 r  

Job Title t /  2- f ~ r   / /  5 f~ - {l/i  y   //

Address /3 T/c; $u. ) Phone   r r  
street

i~L T /J
Email  ?irz 2 <p 1  

City State Zip

Speaking:  For [ Against  information

Representing  / I S jyL y

Waive Speaking: O In Support O Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes  <] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:     Yes     No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that a  many person  as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)



1   o

Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic i   j  

Name  

Job Title / <?   «- • --    ,

Address     > /  /i.  
Street

City

Speaking:   For O Against

t ,  

/   2-

State
S 
Information

Representing

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone   

_ Email
zip r* ' "

Waive Speaking: |~1 In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEA ANCE RECORD
• > .»  0P ®s this form to the Ssnator or Senate Professional Staff conductinq the meetina  « / • ,

6     [H L

Topic

Name

Meeting Date

A .- Tg fi (  Pa

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

i?
q   ' 

Job Title o Sffir   * *->  

Address )} C   y
y  

Street

h(  ll 
City

L-

Phone

Email
State Zip

7,

Speaking: Q For [21 Against | | Information

Representing 

Waive Speaking: |~] In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senat 

/ . appearance record
/ f) 3-/y <De"Ver B0TH C°P'eS °f ,h'S f0,m tC> ,he Sena,0r °r Senate Professl°nal conducting

Meeting Date

Topic  cxh £. C  ri  r,-Ar AcJliw  ts

Name JcK i .  fjm, ,  rA

Job Title

the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

i J ( A fi   -P-fm i fx
Address Co  O   n/ j; C  ]

Street

l     /i  a T  y     
Zip

Phone  

Email Cu  
UC  

Waive Speaking; l  ln Support CdAgainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

CitY  State

Speaking: | | For dUgainst d Information

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: d Yes

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes
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The  lorida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
/V/ 

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name

Job Title

Address
Street f

Pi '   7 f)  
(J L

City State Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

f77-7 Phone

Email fane £

Speaking: 0For  Against  information Waive Speaking:   In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing %   . 

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes (  No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

Senath tr iti0n l? enco ra3e Public testimony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible c!n be heard

This form is part of the public record for this meetina
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Address r-J-

Speaking: | | For J <f Against Waive Speaking: [~| In Support | | Against  ot
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing
/

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 d0/14/14 )



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic 0W33Q 3-b i il

b I !  
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name 1 )f>V h   I   r f Vn
v,.    Ja . « l   0

Job Title \d\r -t Cd{j( [h  /)
Address Hll Q C h ry y

Street

f/)C  O
City State Zip

Phone lib 65   6

Email

Speaking: I [For [ Against I I Information

Representing     Q   Un 1 -  l

Waive Spea ing: O In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes |\1 No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Fn Yes  Nl No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
- G°l    jO O {Del'Ver B°TH C°PieS °f th'S f°rm t0 thS Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

T°Pic l e.  cNcjr Qy   GT\ Co cl hl

lAv
l    I

Name ¦c|  r 

Bill Number (if applicable)

p "   . I gS Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title pAi\"\ t e rV A  .

Address V - U '

FL
St  et

ic ce 

few c cog
City State

' t i 

Phone

Email

Speaking:  For  Against  information

Representing

Zip
flp > G (i

Waive Speaking: [ . | In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:     Yes |H No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes ~| No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do spea  may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting.
s-nm Mn/iA/iiit



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) (  / y/ tj

Topic

Name

Meeting Date

Oj?/?dS eJ S  ft Z*// 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title zt
Address (  / 1? 2, (  

StreeJ
s'/  O

A /A
City

T   i T >

Speaking:

State

For

Representing

Against Information

'j/  f 0) / L s -.   fc!

Zip

Ph n/  r 1)  y//

Email

.

Wai e Speaking: [Z|ln Support I I A ainst
{The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: (ZJYesM No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I lYesf lNo

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic /Ijai  -t dri  J

iV/Y

Name /Hof ?f /
( U .i A

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address \ 07, 0 S / $7. tWfS
Street

city State

Speaking:   ForDAg. ™,   Information
Zip

Phone

Email faPElL $

Waive Speaking: lUIn Support 0Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves CD No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public te timony, time may not permit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at fhk
meeting. Those who do spea  may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as pZbl c behe  d

This form is part of the public record for this meetina
w S-001 (10/14/14)
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The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic    f 

Name £

Lf/Lf
I

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

erhi an

Job Title

Address f>\  <d 
Street

AAfco j
City

£k I  j
Phone   2/

Email
State

Speaking:   n .**   Information

Zip

Waive Speaking: C In Support 0Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: E  Yes    No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: EH Yes EH No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/14)



>/
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
. (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

t   in
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic
A  ndment Rarrnd  fif annli ahln)

Name

Job Title -j~J (    j

Address  r? o f Phone £ 3 t-flz. \)bS
Street

Email
City

Speaking: EZI For I I A ainst
State

Information

Zip
1 1  ¦

Waive Speaking: | | In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing br Ctrs  Yo l-  C 

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deli er BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

City State

Speaking: | | For C  Against I I

Phone

Email
Zip

Information Wai e Speaking:  Tri Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Dves   No

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic

Name     

Job Title    

Address   .
Street " ~

City ~ State

Speaking: I I For [, 1 Against 1 I Information

Representing   

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes O No

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone   

Email
zip   tT 

Waive Speaking: C ln Support [""1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: 0 Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at th 
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as

This form is part of the public record for this meeting
y S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

SB / / 
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic _£>   £\f {  ( t $   A iiP    Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name kmcholas    

Job Title ( o - o  i   _ Csdj P 

Address lg 0°t   o i  r oi tk
Street O

S c  omuUV-iat-,    L  >E
City state

Speaking:  For  Against I I Information

Phone - ISZx 1 Z1

Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing  ix5  

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Ll3/l&Z6
Meeting Date

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic     .j   £1X  uN  »urWAS    Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name 

Job Title   Qpg -7 £_f  

Address  r=rYtA s,mM    
Street

Phone qnM 

JAC-K Soi<j\ i // /=:
City

Speaking: For I Against

P  3Z~*~I
State

I I Information

Email t&ijla e. n s re t les , Csm

Waive Speaking:   In Support O Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing _ i<S   zp L.         

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all persons wishing to s eak to be hear  at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be as ed to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)56 iH

Meeting Date
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic Amenrlmemf

Name

Job Title

Address S Phone
Street

Email
City state

Speaking: Q For [ Against | | Information
Zip

Waive Speaking: | | In Support  4 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing //  

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes O No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_001 (1   A)



Meeting Date

Topic 

Name 

Job Title 

Address  
Street

City  

The F orida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

State Zip

Phone 

Email

Speaking:  For  Against  information Waive Speaking:   In Support | [Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



Q .   J
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

5r   M  
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic 

Name a.1 ir,halos Vo j  iq 

Job Title Co-o   -y   

Address S&SF) LO   chn  c.c  ft d. 

.]uC SOrx j, ' \     ZZA 8
City state

Speaking: Q For [ ] Against I I Information

Representing , j, s kc  ti:r  . r.e  

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Zip

Phone  jo   153 l tl

Email n src r ;-  .  €(f

Waive Speaking: [   1 In Support 1  xfAgainst
(The Chair will read this information intothe record.)

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

SB
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic  

Name    

Job Title  

Address    E ,fi  £-x. oc >¦-.  
Street  

i Gf tSQfv      

City   State

Speaking: O For [3 Against | | Information

Representing  

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone CjoM- ~ 5S~ 2~7 

-  Email t le  .Co 

Waive Speaking:   In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes     No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:     Yes \ \ No

Wf ie it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) xo

Meeting Date

Topic _

Bill Number (if applicable)

* -* 

Name 

Job Title

Address

S/9 Q  
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Street
Phone

City State

Speaking: Q For Against | | Information

Representing 

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No

Email
Zjp -

Waive Speaking: | | In Support 1 1 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage  ublic testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Dale

Topic

Name

I -  

Bill Number (if applicable)
Q Q f

-?«   i i fi

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

r~i  

Job Title

Address - fr
1

u

f
Phone i    -   7 i  

C'ty    State

Speaking: MFor  Against I I Information

- ¦ *  Email X. -   ' 

Zip

-~ r 

Waive Speaking: [01 n Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

\ .

RepresentinQ .»  »    f   c\ vu > y\ fif  mi I  i fc.
\ Y~

Appearing at request of Chair: [0 Yes 1 Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [0fYes [ | No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001   0i /  



-+7T
Meeting Date

r

Topic 

Name  

The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

S
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

Co oix>t

! \? 
Stre t

Phone

v u

Speaking:

City state

For Q Against | | Information
Zip

Email

Waive Speaking: O In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing V,o 5f

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes f\7l No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes [ no

While /f  s a Se/7afe tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic  

Name  rFx-) , \ fS. \ gh A.\M Hp-r

Job Title C.- <kK I y A-tSV Ps\  fre. 

Address cv c 
Street

Veb yh O' 
City state

Speaking: 0 For 0 Against I I Information

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Zip

Phone yg. i - 

Email c.t 

Waive Speaking: 0 In Support 0 Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing     

Appearing at request of Chair:  | Yes  ] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: | Ives I I No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff condu ting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic   {  

Name \
fc li l

t ¦  R   I f( <s{ > 1

Job Title

Address
Street . t

. /: /, / 

/      L LaA ,-
f *
Ti§     

T>
t /

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone  ,      CJ   

Email Z ld. ,   /-  
/  -

City State
j  c

Speaking: For I [Against I Information
Zip

Representing

\ i
,j  '

i t/   v >  

Waive Speaking: 1 1 In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

I 1
8 1  r

R , j ¦_   }

Appearing at request of Chair: I I Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s_001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

Phone

City

Speaking: For  ] Against

State

I | Information

Email 
Zip

Waive Speaking:   In Support 1  gainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: Oves Ono Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Oves I Inq
While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



[3(3dao
Meeting Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)   /? /

o

Topic

Name

fTr S

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

i D s  <- Cl - 

C .
Street

City

Phone

ct      Oaaa EmaiL  l  vv  ),
a e          os 

Waive Speaking: |_ | In Support 1 1 A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

City state

Speaking:   For   as*,.   Information

Representing  5 H AiS-  A 1 iCr-g

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   o Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes f jita

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not  ermit all  ersons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S 001 (1 Q/14/1



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date
Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic ~ - 7          '' 7 Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name :  

Job Title  

Address \s  / ;.J PhoneStreet

\/\ EmailCity State Zip

Speaking:  For  Against 1 1 Information Waive Speaking: E  In Support    Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.
S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

eeting Date

Topic ih  lords

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name 

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title li r Y 

Address / a/ Air Tf.r
Street
z

f < (  
City State

j  Phone ~7/ ~7

Email

Speaking:  For   Against  information

r? rztcr   **

Waive Speaking:   In Support   Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair:   Yes   No Lobbyist registered with Legislature:   Yes   No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as po  bl  to hw*

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/14)



Meeting Date

ToPic  fin  TZ l. fi

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

6>$C>

c  

Name M& €/r   i i t/ D

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title  o OujiA      C y

Address (p
Street,

. // Ai u/fh

'C 

City

Speaking: ED For

L
Against

State

Information

Phone ~  

? Email mM    Qu lIch ceCLCom.
Zip

Waive Spea ing: E  In Support ED Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: ED Yes J j No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: ED Yes   No

/Srt, Senat  tr*dition to enc°urage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the  ublic record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

leeting Date

Topic fl, 
Name   O  

&
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address

¥?  t?<~ TO

/  
Street

7
City State

Speaking: | | For [ Against | | Information
Zip

Phone

Email  

Waive Speaking: 1 I In Support Against
(The Chair will read this information intcPthe record.)

Representing r/

Appearing at request of Chair:   } Yes jfc7] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes     No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/1



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

% , \* ' 5¦   

Name «    

Job Title

Address
f   f  
V Q       

Street
~~~ -- _ *,   , i ,

¦¦ v  &j tsa#        iiiii   j   

City State Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone  

:  \

Speaking: Pv For | | Against I I Information Waive Speaking: | | In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing i--- 1   ¦ ' o' -  (V   y   - j x 

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes Q No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic 

K
Bill Number (if applicable)

Name

Job Title I / / ¥ 1 1 / / \  

Address Phone
Street

/ py i
Email

City State Zip

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Speaking: O For [ Against | | Information Waive Speaking: Q In Support' PI Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing -  L Jll b -T / >' tif    f y 

Appearing at request of Chair: [P] Yes P ] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: rH YesJP~f No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

Meeting n>ate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

. <? /") 
Bill Number gf applicable)

Topic as/t   7o,' 

Name x  .'ra flL i kA<L&w
Job Title

i   

Address { P
Street    

V      Cg  O  L-  
Citv State

J ?rs3

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

-

Phone    -)k>Co

Speaking: [ ] For [ Against | | Information Waive Speaking: Q In Support
(The Chair will read this ofermaberflnto thd record.)

(V <Xy TQ&A

SAgainst

Representing koL fc ( Vs r
b '&rk, bf  

fio  -

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes |V] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s-001 (10/14/14)



?    
Meetj ig Date

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Topic S/ntoJ     C

Bill Number (if applicable)

Name <J  )/A i 
Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title Cc Oi   // <P/(  £A j/f -P

Address // L/ir  Q  h fit >e l 
Street

Q
City
C )/i  / -  /  P77g

Phone /?7 ' 3C Oo O

Speaking:   For [3 Against 1 I
State

Information

Zip
EmaH ,   (Q

Representing

)f Chair: Q Yes M No Lob

Waive Speaking: I I In Support [ Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Qvesl |No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: I I Yes I I No

m f Senat(r tr dltl0n f° encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 0Q1   Q/14



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic

Name

ii Tik
Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Job Title

Address
Street

City

Phone

Email
State

Speaking: EZI For I 1 A ainst f I Information
Zip

Representing vn -.  
h i! ( c

\i)

Waive Speaking:   In Support I I Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: CZ Yes EZ No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: EZ Yes [ZZ No

®/f 18Ji Senat<  tr dltlon t° encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. s 001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic i t. 

Name
f

f 1   * ¦-!  j ,i i :;
A   • a .  1 '•

if) L/

Job Title

Address
1   | | :A  Phone

Street

Cit 
< 1

i 1 '¦ 'r  f 
!>¦ . ¦ -  .        ;  Email

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

T'/    2-0

Speaking: L  For E  Against    Information

Representing
f •  V't

i : I

I'r ' r

Waive Speaking:  jln Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: C i Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S 001 (1 m 4/14)



/s/
The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic PlM. 

Name _ TVfVvj_iS. oorP

Job Title

Address  -0
Street

City   

Speaking: T For I I Against I I
State

Information

Representing t  i

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone '-j'll, Ol-

Z/p

Waive Speaking: I I In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: F VesI INo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



Meeting Date

Topic

Name 

Job Title 

Address 
Street

The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Bill Number (if applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Phone

City state

Speaking:   For 1 I A ainst 1 1 Information

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: O Yes Q No

tmail
Zip

Waive Speaking: In Support I I A ainst
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes I INo

While it is a Senate t adition to encourage public testi ony, time may not permit all pe sons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARA CE RECORD

Speaking: [Z For I I Against | | Information

Representing

Waive Speaking: FH In Support | | Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Phf /hrc ' c  f  j /  4  e

Appearing at request of Chair: Q Yes Q No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Q Yes Q No

Whiie it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)



The Florida Senate

APPEARANCE RECORD
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: LL 37 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Environmental and Natural Resources Judge:  
 
Started: 2/3/2020 4:02:06 PM 
Ends: 2/3/2020 5:47:59 PM Length: 01:45:54 
 
4:02:04 PM Meeting called to order 
4:02:10 PM Roll call 
4:02:13 PM Quorum is present 
4:02:20 PM Pledge of allegiance 
4:02:45 PM Chair Montford speaking 
4:02:50 PM Instruction on confirmation appointments 
4:03:32 PM Tab 1- 8 confirmation appointments 
4:03:42 PM Tab 2 Northwest Florida Water Management District 
4:03:46 PM Note - Tab 6 will be skipped at this time 
4:03:52 PM Tab 2 Brett J. Cyphers of Havana is sworn in 
4:04:15 PM Brett Cyphers addresses the committee 
4:06:13 PM Questions for the appointee 
4:06:18 PM None 
4:06:21 PM No public appearance 
4:06:23 PM Senator Berman motion to vote 
4:06:31 PM Roll call on Brett Cyphers 
4:06:37 PM Confirmation is recommended favorably 
4:06:58 PM Tab 4--Dr. Ann Shortelle is sworn in St Johns River Water Management District 
4:07:22 PM Dr. Shortelle speaks 
4:09:14 PM Questions - none 
4:10:14 PM Senator Albritton makes motion to vote 
4:10:18 PM Roll call 
4:10:22 PM The appointee is recommended favorably 
4:10:40 PM Tab 5--Ben Butler SFWMD 
4:10:48 PM Ben Butler is sworn in 
4:11:04 PM Ben Butler speaks to committee 
4:11:38 PM Questions 
4:12:38 PM Senator Albritton with question 
4:12:46 PM Ben Butler responds 
4:12:56 PM Senator Albritton follow up 
4:13:09 PM Ben Butler in response 
4:13:13 PM Senator Mayfield with question 
4:13:19 PM Ben Butler responds on water quality management 
4:14:33 PM Senator Mayfield with follow up 
4:14:39 PM Ben Butler response 
4:15:22 PM Senator Mayfield another question on permitting 
4:15:40 PM Ben Butler responds 
4:17:30 PM Public appearance 
4:17:32 PM Sam Ard--FL Cattleman's Association in support 
4:17:37 PM Nancy Stephens--FL AG Coalition in support 
4:17:48 PM Senator Albritton motion to vote 
4:18:00 PM Roll call 
4:18:02 PM Confirmation recommended favorably 
4:18:07 PM Tab 5--Ron Bergeron SFWMD is sworn in 
4:18:27 PM Ron Bergeron speaks to committee 
4:19:57 PM Questions 
4:20:57 PM Senator Albritton with question 
4:21:13 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:21:45 PM Senator Albritton with further questioning 
4:21:50 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:22:09 PM Senator Albritton with question 
4:22:17 PM Ron Bergeron in response 



4:22:23 PM Ron Bergeron 
4:22:28 PM Senator Albritton questions on BMP 
4:22:40 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:23:06 PM Senator Albritton continues on comment 
4:23:17 PM Ron Bergeron on BMP development 
4:23:38 PM Senator Albritton with question 
4:24:05 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:24:44 PM Senator Albritton further questions 
4:25:05 PM Ron Bergeron 
4:25:17 PM Senator Albritton next question on BMP 
4:25:40 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:25:57 PM Senator Albritton with question 
4:27:00 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:29:21 PM Senator Albritton further questioning 
4:31:08 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:32:16 PM Senator Albritton further question 
4:32:42 PM Ron Bergeron responds 
4:33:57 PM Senator Mayfield makes motion to TP on this confirmation recommendation 
4:34:58 PM Chair Montford: Tab 11 Senator Broxson 
4:35:30 PM SB 1152 Brownfield Site Rehabilitation is explained by Senator Broxson 
4:36:07 PM Late filed amendment accepted - barcode 654146 is explained 
4:36:59 PM Questions on the amendment- none 
4:37:13 PM No appearance or debate on amendment 
4:37:18 PM Amendment passes 
4:37:24 PM Back on the bill CS for SB 1152 
4:37:30 PM Rebecca OHara--FL League of Cities in support 
4:37:40 PM Jorge Caspary Technical Consultant for City of Pensacola in support 
4:37:55 PM Senator Broxson waives close 
4:37:59 PM Roll call 
4:38:02 PM CS for SB 1152 reported favorably 
4:38:12 PM Tab 12 Senator Cruz explains bill SB 1720 
4:39:44 PM Questions on the bill- None 
4:41:15 PM David Ballard Geddis Jr. Palm Harbor with information 
4:42:14 PM Amy Datz  Environmental Caucus of Florida waive in support 
4:42:22 PM David Cullen Sierra Club FL in support 
4:42:27 PM Lindsay Cross FL Conservation Voters in support 
4:42:45 PM Chris Hansen FL Rural Water Association against 
4:43:00 PM No Debate 
4:43:10 PM Senator Cruz closes on bill 
4:43:19 PM Roll Call 
4:43:24 PM SB 1720 reported favorably 
4:43:40 PM Tab 13 Senator Bradley--SB1878 Environment Protection 
4:44:40 PM SB 1878--amendment 628664 is explained 
4:45:01 PM Questions on the amendment 
4:46:02 PM Senator Mayfield with comment 
4:46:47 PM Senator Bradley with response 
4:47:10 PM Amendment passes 
4:47:24 PM Noah Valenstein--FL Dept of Environmental Protection in support 
4:47:51 PM David Geddis Jr. Palm Harbor information 
4:48:18 PM Rebecca O Hara FL League of Cities in support 
4:48:24 PM Amy Datz Env Caucus of FL in support 
4:48:55 PM David Cullen Sierra Club Florida against the bill 
4:49:54 PM Debate on the bill as amended- none 
4:50:22 PM Senator Bradley closes on the bill 
4:50:31 PM Roll Call on CS for SB1878 
4:50:54 PM CS for SB 1878 is reported favorably 
4:51:15 PM Tab 9 Senator Gibson presents SB 32 
4:52:09 PM An Act for Fairfax Street Wood Treaters contamination 
4:54:27 PM Questions on the bill 
4:55:29 PM No appearance, no debate 
4:55:41 PM Senator Gibson closes on the bill 
4:55:48 PM Roll call on SB 32 



4:56:20 PM SB 32 is reported favorably 
4:57:07 PM Take up Tab 15 Senator Mayfield SB 826 Marina Evacuations 
4:57:36 PM Senator Mayfield explains SB 826 
4:57:37 PM Strike all amendment 363196 is explained 
4:58:37 PM No questions on amendment 
4:58:48 PM Bonnie Basham for Boat U.S. information 
5:00:29 PM No debate 
5:01:21 PM Senator Mayfield closes on bill 
5:02:06 PM Amendment is adopted 
5:02:27 PM Michael Rubin--FL Ports Council in support 
5:02:32 PM Robert Stuart Orlando Port Canaveral in support 
5:02:40 PM Senator Mayfield waives close 
5:02:50 PM Roll call 
5:02:54 PM CS for SB 826 is reported favorably 
5:03:01 PM Tab 16 Senator Mayfield SB 1414 
5:03:19 PM SB 1414 is explained 
5:04:20 PM Amendment 523760 is explained 
5:05:03 PM Questions on the amendment 523760 
5:06:05 PM No debate 
5:06:07 PM Amendment adopted 
5:06:13 PM Questions on the bill 
5:06:22 PM Senator Berman with question 
5:06:58 PM Senator Mayfield responds 
5:07:09 PM Senator Berman further question 
5:07:18 PM Senator Mayfield in response 
5:07:35 PM Jessica Crawford FL Fish Wildlife Conservation testifies  
5:08:36 PM Public appearances: David Geddis Jr. Palm Harbor information 
5:09:58 PM Eugene Bessette USArk-FL against 
5:12:20 PM John Seyjasat  Zoological Associates of America Alachua information against 
5:14:14 PM Richard Cole Zephyrhills against the bill 
5:15:24 PM Lang Stevens Airboat Association in support 
5:16:03 PM Carlos Michaelsen Homestead FL against / Brittany Caruth Retile Community Molino FL against 
5:17:58 PM Alyssa Bell Pensacola against the bill 
5:18:57 PM Chris Casey Milton FL Reptile Community against 
5:20:00 PM Alex Pell against 
5:20:20 PM Edward Leatherman Miami waive against 
5:20:39 PM Jordan Spray Gun Swamp wiave against 
5:20:41 PM Jacqueline Upscomb Co owner Colossal Reptiles Tavares FL waives against bill 906 and 1414 
5:20:43 PM Robert Lawyer waive against 
5:21:45 PM Robert D Beaulieu Tavares Colossal Reptiles waive against 
5:22:04 PM Nicholas Young NKS Reptiles Jacksonville waives against bill 906 and 1414 
5:22:10 PM Kayla Young Jacksonville NKS Reptiles waives against on SB 1414 and SB 906 
5:22:34 PM Senator Mayfield closes on bill 
5:23:12 PM Roll call on bill CS for SB 1414 
5:24:15 PM CS for SB 1414 is reported favorably 
5:24:44 PM Tab 8- Brian Armstrong SFWMD Brooksville sworn in 
5:25:04 PM Brian Armstrong speaks to committee 
5:25:42 PM Questions none 
5:26:23 PM No appearance forms 
5:26:27 PM Senator Berman makes motion to vote on confirmation 
5:26:38 PM Roll call- Confirmation is recommended favorably for Brian Armstrong 
5:27:06 PM Tab 7: one vote for all appointees Governing Board of Southwest Florida Water Management District 
5:27:39 PM Senator Berman makes motion to approve confirmations, motion seconded 
5:28:06 PM Approved confirmation vote for Governing Board of Southwest Florida Water 
5:28:45 PM Roll call 
5:28:47 PM Confirmations are recommended favorably 
5:29:00 PM Tab 10- Senator Hutson SB 680 
5:29:51 PM SB 680 is explained 
5:30:03 PM Amendments - withdrawn 871632 explanation 
5:30:34 PM Amendment 926996 is explained 
5:31:13 PM Question on amendment 
5:31:22 PM Jerry Sansom Cocoa FL waives against amendment 



5:31:50 PM Bob Harris Diving Equipment & Marketing Association waives in support 
5:32:09 PM Senator Hutson closes on amendment 
5:32:10 PM Amendment is adopted/ Back on the bill - no debate 
5:32:48 PM Brady Hale Gulf Coast Lionfish Tournaments waives in support 
5:33:48 PM Chair Montford summarizes the issues 
5:34:02 PM Brady Hale in response 
5:34:07 PM Senator Berman with question 
5:34:09 PM Mr. Hale responds 
5:34:12 PM Steve Hemmert Pensacola waives for the bill 
5:36:36 PM Kate Macfall Humae Society of United States / Trip Akeman Coastal Conservation Association waive in 
support 
5:37:36 PM Stefanie Brendl Shark Allies Pacific Palisades Ca. /Cassandra Scott Engineer N. Palm Beach waive in 
support 
5:37:47 PM Shara Teter Pompano Beach Marine Scientist waive in support 
5:37:58 PM Mike Merrifield Titusville against / Jerry Sansom Cocoa Organized Fisherman of FL against 
5:38:49 PM Bob Harris in support 
5:39:52 PM Laurilie Thompson Shark Fishing Industry against 
5:40:16 PM Sherylanne Mccoy Merritt Island Shark Fishing Industry is against 
5:40:21 PM David Campo Seminole FL Shark Fishing Industry is against 
5:40:26 PM Ann Castillo Shark Allies Tallahassee is against 
5:40:34 PM Yaneisy Padnno Shark Allies in support 
5:40:48 PM Travis Moore St. Petersburg Animal Legal Defense Fund in support 
5:40:50 PM Gene McGee Sea World Entertainment in support 
5:40:54 PM Steve Rodan CEO Guy Harvey Enterprise in support 
5:41:20 PM Debate 
5:42:25 PM Senator Wright with comments 
5:42:46 PM Senator Mayfield comments 
5:43:34 PM Chair Montford comments 
5:44:23 PM Senator Hutson closes on bill 
5:44:35 PM Roll call on CS for SB 680 
5:44:54 PM CS for SB 680 is reported favorably 
5:45:08 PM Tab 14 SB 688 Illegal Taking and Possession of Bears 
5:45:25 PM Senator Wright explains bill 
5:45:37 PM Take up amendment 920744 
5:45:52 PM Questions- none 
5:45:57 PM No appearance / no debate 
5:46:03 PM Senator Wright waives close on amendment 
5:46:06 PM Amendment adopted 
5:46:11 PM Back on bill 
5:46:13 PM No debate 
5:46:18 PM David Cullen in support 
5:46:24 PM Kate MacFall in support 
5:46:30 PM Lindsay Cross in support 
5:46:35 PM No debate 
5:46:37 PM Senator Wright closes on bill 
5:46:47 PM Roll call 
5:46:50 PM CS for SB 688 is reported favorably 
5:47:03 PM Senator Wright -motion adopted 
5:47:16 PM Senator Mayfield moves to show her vote on Tabs 1, 3, 7, 8 as favorably 
5:47:31 PM Show motion adopted 
5:47:37 PM Senator Berman moves to adjourn the meeting 
5:47:46 PM Meeting is adjourned 
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