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BILL: SB 250

INTRODUCER:  Senators Simon and Bradley

SUBJECT: Rural Communities
DATE: December 9, 2025 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Fleming Sadberry AP Pre-meeting
. Summary:

SB 250 addresses a number of issues for the benefit of rural communities in the state. Namely,
the bill creates a statewide office to coordinate the advancement of rural communities and
opportunity therein, and to that aim amends a swathe of programs and regulations across various
departments and policy areas.

Regarding the Department of Commerce (department), the bill creates the Office of Rural
Prosperity (office) within the department to serve as the state’s dedicated office for rural local
governments. The bill transfers administration of existing rural community grant programs
currently administered by the department, to the newly established office, and creates two new
grant programs benefitting rural communities: the Renaissance Grant Program and the Public
Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant Program.

Among other directives, the office is responsible for:

e Providing training and technical assistance to rural local governments;

e (Creating an online Rural Resource Directory for rural local governments to navigate
available state and federal resources and funding opportunities; and

e Establishing a network of seven regional rural community liaison centers across the state to
provide in-person state support to rural communities to enhance communication and increase
access to state and federal resources for rural areas of the state.
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The bill also:

Enhances the Rural Economic Development Initiative to promote rural local government
participation in state grant and other program opportunities and evaluate opportunities to
waive certain grant program requirements for rural governments; and

Directs the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA)
to routinely evaluate the effectiveness of the office and also study strategies implemented by
other states to support and enhance rural communities.

To further healthcare access in rural communities, the bill:

Creates the Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and Education (SCORE) Grant Program
within the Department of Health (DOH) to implement training, purchase equipment,
establish telehealth capabilities, and develop quality improvement programs with the goal of
improving patient outcomes and increasing access to high-quality stroke, cardiac, and
obstetric care in rural communities;

Creates the Rural Access to Primary and Preventative Care Grant Program (RAPP-C)
program within the DOH to provide incentive funding for primary care physicians, physician
assistants, and autonomous Advanced Practice Registered Nurses to open new practice
locations in rural and underserved areas of the state; and

Expands the existing Rural Hospital Capital Improvement Grant Program (RHCI) to allow
rural hospitals to use grant funds to establish mobile care units to provide primary care
services, behavioral health services, or obstetric and gynecological services in rural health
professional shortage areas (HPSA) or to establish telehealth kiosks to provide urgent care
services in rural HPSAs.

Regarding the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), the bill:

Creates the Florida Arterial Road Modernization (FARM) program to provide investment in
rural arterial roads to enhance the safety, reliability, and resiliency of critical state facilities;
Provides additional funds annually to the FDOT to enhance the Small County Road
Assistance Program (SCRAP) and revises Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) funding
eligibility requirements;

Improves connectivity between rural agricultural areas and market distribution centers; and
Creates a rural transit operating block grant program for public transit providers not eligible
for public transit grants under current law.

Regarding the Department of Education, the bill:

Expands authorized services under regional consortium service organizations (regional
consortia), increases to $150,000 the per member funding for such regional consortia, and
authorizes all revenue to be carried forward for specified purposes;

Creates the Regional Consortia Service Organization Supplemental Services Program to
provide additional financial resources for regional consortia to provide specified programs
and services to school districts and consortia members;

Establishes the Rural Incentive for Professional Educators program to provide a student loan
repayment of up to $15,000 for teachers and administrators to live and work at a public or
private school in rural areas of opportunity;



BILL: SB 250 Page 3

e Removes the requirement that school districts receiving funds under the Special Facility
Construction Account (SFCA) budget toward the project the value of 1 mill from its
discretionary ad valorem levy; and

e Modifies the calculation for the deducted amount from total tax revenue that must be shared
with district charter schools for future projects under the SFCA.

Regarding affordable housing, the bill:

e Provides funding for and directs the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to issue
competitive requests for application to preserve multifamily housing funded through U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) loans in rural areas;

e Authorizes local governments to utilize a certain percentage of State Housing Initiatives
Program (SHIP) funds on projects to preserve USDA-financed multifamily housing in rural
areas; and

e Increases the minimum SHIP allocation from $350,000 to $1 million for counties and eligible
municipalities.

Regarding fiscally constrained counties, the bill:

e Amends the criteria for being designated as a fiscally constrained county;

e Changes the revenue source for the fiscally constrained counties distribution from the direct-
to-home satellite service tax to sales tax;

e Provides to fiscally constrained counties a distribution from sales tax in an amount equal to
no less than $50 million each fiscal year; and

e Makes several changes to the fiscally constrained counties distribution, including changing
distribution factors for allocating revenue among counties and creating spending
requirements.

The bill makes several appropriations to the Department of Commerce ($16.8 million recurring
general revenue, $74.7 million nonrecurring general revenue, and $750,000 recurring trust fund);
the Department of Education ($35.6 million recurring general revenue); and the Department of
Health ($7.7 million recurring general revenue, $55 million nonrecurring general revenue, and
$10.3 million recurring trust fund). The bill redirects funds to the Department of Transportation
for specific purposes, but requires the department to submit budget amendments to receive the
funds. The bill also provides for an increased share of state tax revenues for fiscally constrained
counties. See Section V. Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:

The present situation for each issue is described below in Section III, Effect of Proposed
Changes.
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Effect of Proposed Changes:

Present Situation:

The Department of Commerce

The Department of Commerce (department) is Florida’s lead agency for working with the
Legislature, state agencies, business leaders, and economic development professionals to
formulate and implement coherent and consistent policies and strategies designed to promote
economic opportunities for all Floridians.! The department is also the state’s chief agency for
business recruitment and expansion.? The department must also promote viable, sustainable
communities by providing technical assistance and guidance on growth and development issues,
grants, and other assistance to local communities.?

The head of the department is the Secretary of Commerce, who is appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the Senate.* The secretary may create offices within the Office of the Secretary and
within the divisions to promote efficient and effective operation of the department.® The
department must also ensure that the state’s goals and policies relating to economic development,
workforce development, community planning and development, and affordable housing are fully
integrated with appropriate implementation strategies.®

To achieve these goals, the Legislature established seven divisions and offices within the
department:

Economic Development.

Community Development.

Workforce Services.

Finance and Administration.

Information Technology.

Office of the Secretary.

Office of Economic Accountability and Transparency.’

The department is charged with managing the activities of public-private partnerships and state
agencies in order to avoid duplication and promote coordinated and consistent implementation of
programs including among other things, rural community development.® This includes
stimulation of economic development and job creation in rural areas, including strategies for
rural marketing and the development of infrastructure in rural areas.” Additionally, the
department runs a number of financial and grant programs aimed at helping small rural
communities in Florida.

! Section 20.60(4), F.S.

2.

3 Section 20.60(4)(c), F.S
4 Section 20.60(2), F.S.
5 Section 20.60(3)(b), F.S.
¢ Section 20.60(3), F.S.

"1d.

8 Section 20.60(4)(e), F.S.
? Section 20.60(5)(a)4.c., F.S.
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Effect of Proposed Changes:
Office of Rural Prosperity

The bill creates the Office of Rural Prosperity (office) within the department for the purpose of
supporting rural communities, helping navigate available state and federal resources, and
representing rural interests across state government. The office will serve as the state point of
contact for rural local governments and will administer various rural-focused grant programs
currently administered by the department, as well as new programs created in the bill.

Section 1 amends s. 20.60, F.S., to formally designate the office as one of eight permanent
offices or divisions under the department.

Section 10 creates s. 288.013, F.S., to establish the framework and responsibilities of the office.
The office will be led by a director, who will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.

The bill directs the office to provide training and technical assistance to rural local governments

on various community and economic development topics. Offered either in person or online, the

training and technical assistance must, at a minimum, address the following:

e Accessing state and federal resources;

e Best practices relating to comprehensive planning, economic development, and land
development in rural communities;

e Strategies to address management and administrative capacity challenges for rural local
governments; and

e Requirements or recent changes to the Community Planning Act and other state and federal
laws affecting rural local governments.

Rural Resource Directory

The bill directs the office to create and maintain an online Rural Resource Directory to serve as
an interactive tool to help rural local governments navigate state and federal resources, tools, and
services available to them. The directory must allow users to search by various indicators and
receive notifications when new or modified resources are available. Each state agency must
provide information and updates to the office for inclusion in the directory and, to the greatest
extent possible, the directory must include information on local financial match requirements for
state and federal grant programs.

Regional Rural Community Liaison Centers

By October 1, 2026, the office must establish and staff 7 regional rural community liaison
centers across the state for the purpose of providing in-person state support to rural local
governments. The office must by rule divide the state into 7 regions and assign a liaison center to
each region. Each liaison center will be staffed with at least two full-time department personnel
who will be responsive to the rural local governments within the respective region. Specifically,
the each liaison center is responsible for:
e Assisting local governments in planning and achieving goals related to local or regional
growth, economic development, and rural prosperity;
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e Facilitating access to state and federal resources, such as grants, loans, and other available
assistance;

e Advising local government on available program waivers, including financial match waivers;

e Coordinating technical assistance needs with the department and other state or federal
agencies;

e Promoting model ordinances, policies, and strategies related to economic development;

e Regularly engaging with the Rural Economic Development Initiative; and

e Assisting local governments with regulatory and reporting compliance.

Annual Report

By December 1, 2026, and each year thereafter, the office director must submit to the President
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representative, and the Administration Commission a
written report describing the office’s operations and accomplishments for the preceding year.
The report must also be presented by the office director in-person at a meeting of the
Administration Commission and posted to the office website. In preparing the report, the office
must consult with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services on recommendations
for policies, programs, and funding to further support the needs of rural communities.

OPPAGA Reports

The bill directs OPPAGA to produce the following reports relating to the office and rural

communities in Florida:

e By December 15, 2027, and every year thereafter through 2029, OPPAGA must evaluate the
effectiveness of the office and submit a report of its findings to the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Beginning in 2032, the frequency of the
report is reduced to every 3 years.

e By December 15, 2028, and every 5 years thereafter, OPPAGA must review strategies
implemented by other states for rural community preservation, enhancement, and
revitalization and evaluate their effectiveness and potential applicability in Florida. A report
must be submitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Section 46 appropriates $1,827,591 in recurring funds and $652,327 in nonrecurring funds from
the General Revenue Fund to the to the Department of Commerce for the staffing and operation
of the Office of Rural Prosperity, which includes funding for 17 full-time equivalent positions
for the office.

Renaissance Grant Program

Section 11 creates s. 288.014, F.S., to establish the Renaissance Grant Program to be
administered by the Office of Rural Prosperity (office). Under the program and subject to
appropriation, the office will annually provide $1 million block grants (or an equal share if the
appropriation is insufficient) to counties which are “growth-impeded,” meaning a county has had
a declining population over the last ten years, as certified by the Office of Economic and
Demographic Research (EDR). By October 1, 2026, the EDR must certify to the office which
counties are growth-impeded. After the initial certification, the EDR shall annually certify
whether each participating county remains growth-impeded. A county remains eligible for the
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block grant until it experiences three consecutive years of population growth. Once this growth is
certified, the county's eligibility for the block grant is extended for one additional year.

Participating counties must enter into an agreement with the office to receive the block grant and
have broad authority to design a specific plan to achieve population growth within the specified
parameters.

Participating counties must design a plan to make targeted investments in the community to

achieve population growth and increase the economic vitality of the community. The plan must

incorporate the following key features:

e Technology centers located within schools or on school premises, administered by the local
school board, providing extended hours and access for students;

e Facilities that co-locate adult day care with childcare facilities; and

e Technology labs operated in partnership with the nearest Florida College System institution
or career center.

Each participating county must hire a renaissance coordinator who is responsible for overseeing
the use of funds, coordinating with other entities, and complying with reporting requirements.
Upon request, the regional rural community liaison center staff must provide training and
assistance to the renaissance coordinator.

The bill directs the Auditor General to conduct an operational audit of each participating
county’s grant program every two years, beginning in 2027. Additionally, on December 15,
2027, and each year thereafter, the EDR must submit an annual report of grant recipients by
county to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The Renaissance Grant Program expires in 2041.

Section 47 appropriates $7 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the
Office of Rural Prosperity for the Renaissance Grant Program. No funds may be used by the
state for administrative costs.

Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grants

Section 12 creates s. 288.0175, F.S., to establish the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology
Grant Program to be administered by the Office of Rural Prosperity (office). The program is
created to fund and support infrastructure projects in rural communities that utilize smart
technology to increase efficiency, enhance public services, and promote sustainable
development.

The office is required to contract with one or more not-for-profit entities (lead organization) that
specializes in smart regional planning to provide grants to counties and municipalities within a
rural area of opportunity for public infrastructure smart technology projects. The bill defines
“public infrastructure smart technology” as systems and applications that use connectivity, data
analytics, automation to improve public infrastructure by increasing efficiency, enhancing public
services, and promoting sustainable development.
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The contract must require a lead organization to:

e Collaborate with rural counties and municipalities to identify opportunities to institute cost-
effective smart technology, and provide technical assistance; and

e Assist such counties and municipalities in connecting with other communities, companies,
and other entities to leverage the impact of each public infrastructure smart technology
project.

In its annual report, the office must include a description of the projects funded under this
program.

Section 48 appropriates $500,000 in recurring funds from the Grants and Donations Trust Fund
within the department to the Office of Rural Prosperity for the Smart Technology Grant
Program.

Present Situation:

Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI)

The Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) was established by the Legislature to
encourage and facilitate the location and expansion of major economic development projects of
significant scale in rural communities.'® Today, the REDI operates as a statewide initiative led by
the Department of Commerce (department) to better serve Florida’s rural communities by
providing a more focused and coordinated effort among state and regional agencies to improve
the fiscal, economic, and community viability of these areas.!!

Specified agencies and organizations'? are required to designate a high-level staff person to serve
as their REDI representative. Each REDI representative is responsible for ensuring that their
agency or organization is informed about the REDI and helps to identify opportunities to
accommodate or include rural local governments in their agency programs.

The REDI is required to review and evaluate the impact of statutes and rules on rural

communities and work to minimize any adverse impact and undertake outreach and capacity-

building efforts.'* Under the REDI statute, a “rural community”'* is defined as:

e A county with a population of 75,000 or fewer (27 counties);

e A county with a population of 125,000 or fewer, if the county is contiguous to a county with
a population of 75,000 or fewer (4 counties);

e Any municipality in a county that meets the above criteria (92 municipalities); or

e Anunincorporated federal enterprise community or an incorporated rural city with a
population of 25,000 or fewer, with an employment base focused on traditional agriculture or

10 Section 288.0656(1)(a), F.S.

11 Section 288.0656(3), F.S.

12 The Department of Transportation, Department of Environmental Protection, Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, Department of State, Department of Health, Department of Children and Families, Department of Corrections,
Department of Education, Department of Juvenile Justice, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, each water
management district, CareerSource Florida, Inc., VISIT Florida, the Florida Regional Planning Council Association, Agency
for Health Care Administration, the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS). See s. 288.0656(6)(a), F.S.

13 Section 288.0656(4), F.S.

14 Section 288.0656(2)(e), F.S.
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resource-based industries, located in a county not defined as rural, and which has at least
three or more economic distress factors (61 municipalities).!>

Each REDI member agency is required to review financial match requirements for projects in
rural areas and develop a proposal to waive or reduce match requirements, and such proposals
must be submitted to REDI.'® The REDI must call a meeting within 30 days of receipt of such
proposals for comment and recommendation.!” Waivers and reductions must be requested by the
county or community, and to the fullest extent possible member organizations must expedite rule
and amendment adoption to incorporate the reduction in match by rural areas in financial
distress.!® The REDI must prepare an annual report as a supplement to the Department of
Commerce’s annual report which includes an evaluation on the status of changes to rules,
number of awards made with waivers, and recommendations for future changes. '

Based on recommendations of the REDI, the Governor may designate up to three rural areas of
opportunity (RAOs) by executive order, which establishes certain local governments as a priority
for the department.?® The executive orders also authorize all state agencies and departments to
use all available tools and resources to the extent permissible by law to promote the creation and
development of projects designated by the RAO that has been recommended by the department.

Rural Area of Opportunity

A RAO is a rural community,*! or region comprised of rural communities, designated by the
Governor, that has been adversely affected by an extraordinary economic event, severe or
chronic distress, or a natural disaster.?> An area may also be designated as an RAO if it presents a
unique economic development opportunity of regional impact.?® The designation of an RAO
must be agreed upon by the Department of Commerce, as well as the county and municipal
governments to be included in the RAO.**

This designation establishes these areas as priority assignments for the REDI and allows the
Governor, acting through the REDI, to waive criteria, requirements, or similar provisions of any
economic development incentive. Such incentives include, but are not limited to, the Quick
Response Training Program,” the Quick Response Training Program for participants in the

15 See Department of Commerce, Office of Rural Initiatives, Rural Community Analysis, available at:
https://floridajobs.org/docs/default-source/office-of-rural-initiatives/2025-rural-communities-analysis.pdf (last visited Dec. 3,
2025).

16 Section 288.06561, F.S.

17 Section 288.06561(3), F.S.

18 Section 288.06561(4) and (7), F.S.

19 Section 288.06561(8), F.S.

20 Section 288.0656(7)(a), F.S. See Executive Office of the Governor, Executive Orders 21-149, 23-132, and 25-141,
available at: https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/executive-orders (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

21 Section 288.0656(2)(e), F.S.

22 Section 288.0656(2)(d), F.S.

B

24 Section 288.0656(7)(b), F.S.

25 Section 288.047, F.S.
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welfare transition program?$, transportation projects,?’ the brownfield redevelopment bonus
refund,?® and the rural job tax credit program.?’

Currently, there are three designated RAO areas:

e Northwest RAO: Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty, Wakulla, and
Washington counties, portions of Bay, Okaloosa, and Walton counties.

e South Central RAO: DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, and Okeechobee counties,
and the communities of Pahokee, Belle Glade, and South Bay in Palm Beach County and
Immokalee in Collier County.

e North Central RAO: Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Lafayette, Levy, Madison, Putnam, Suwannee, Taylor, and Union counties.*°

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 18 amends s. 288.0656, F.S., to modernize the REDI statute to enhance the visibility and

effectiveness of the program. Specifically, the bill:

e Moves creation of the REDI from within the department generally, to the Office of Rural
Prosperity;

e Requires the REDI to meet at least monthly and requires the REDI representative or his or
her designee to be physically present or available electronically;

e Provides a legislative finding that rural communities are the essential conduits for the
economy’s distribution, manufacturing, and food supply;

e Removes a reference to “economically distressed” rural communities to broaden the REDI’s
reach to all rural communities;

e Requires enhanced reporting on projects being coordinated by the REDI and enhanced
reporting on program requirement waivers granted to rural communities;

e Requires the REDI to provide legislative recommendations for statutory waivers or
reductions for economic development programs for rural applicants; and

e Repeals obsolete language regarding rural enterprise zones, catalyst projects, and catalyst
sites.

Section 14 amends s. 288.019, F.S., to enhance rural considerations in grant review and
evaluation processes. The bill requires REDI member agencies and organizations to review grant
and loan application evaluation criteria and scoring procedures to ensure full access for rural
communities. Each agency must develop a proposal to modify evaluation and scoring procedures
to accommodate rural communities, including opportunities to waive or reduce required financial
match requirements.

26 Section 288.047(8), F.S.

%7 Section 339.2821, F.S.

28 Section 288.107, F.S.

29 Sections 212.098 and 220.1895, F.S.

30 Department of Commerce, Florida’s Rural Areas of Opportunity, on file with the Senate Committee on Appropriations.
The economic development organizations for these RAOs are named “Opportunity Florida,” “Florida Heartland Economic
Region of Opportunity,” and “North Florida Economic Development Partnership,” respectively.
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Section 15 amends s. 288.021, F.S., to require that, when practicable, the staff member
appointed as the economic development liaison of a state agency also serves as the agency
representative for the REDL

Section 19 repeals s. 288.06561, F.S., relating to reduction or waivers of financial match

requirements. The general substance of this statute is incorporated into the revisions of section
14 of the bill.

Section 24 repeals s. 290.06561, F.S., which is a remnant statute from the former Enterprise
Zone program, which was repealed by the Legislature in 2023.%!

Present Situation:

Florida Office of Broadband

The Office of Broadband (office) is an office created within the Division of Community
Development®? in the Department of Commerce (department) for the purpose of providing
broadband internet service to residents of Florida including: libraries, schools, colleges and
universities, health care providers, and community organizations.** Under the office, the
department may apply for and accept federal funds, enter into contracts, and establish any
committee or workgroups to administer the program.>*

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 23 amends s. 288.9961, F.S., to:

e Require the office to consult with regional rural community liaison centers to assist with
providing feedback from rural communities in applying for federal grants for broadband
internet services; and

e Require annual and quarterly reports be submitted to Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives detailing broadband implementation in
rural, unserved, and underserved communities, as well as the operations and
accomplishments of the office.

Present Situation:

Regional Rural Development Grants Program

The Regional Rural Development Grants Program was established to provide funding, through
matching grants, to build the professional capacity of regionally based economic development
organizations located in rural communities. The concept of building the professional capacity of
an economic development organization includes hiring professional staff to develop, deliver, and
provide economic development professional services. Professional services includes technical
assistance, education and leadership development, marketing, and project recruitment.’

31 Chapter 2023-173, Laws of Fla.
% Section 288.9961(4), F.S.

33 Section 288.9961(1), F.S.

% Section 288.9961(5), F.S.

35 Section 288.018(1)(b), F.S.
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Applications submitted to the Department of Commerce (department) for funding through this

program must provide proof:

e Of official commitments of support from each of the units of local government represented
by the regional organization;

e That the regional organization is in existence and actively involved in economic development
activities serving the region; and

e Of the manner in which the organization coordinates its efforts with those other local and
state organizations.>

A contract or agreement that involves the expenditure of grant funds must include:

e The purpose of the contract or agreement.

e Specific performance standards and responsibilities for each entity under the contract or
agreement.

e A detailed project or contract budget, if applicable.

e The value of any services provided.

e The projected travel expenses for employees and board members, if applicable.?’

An organization may receive up to $50,000 a year or $250,000 for any three regional economic
development organizations that serve an entire RAO.?® The department is authorized to spend up
to $750,000 each fiscal year from the funds appropriated to the Rural Community Development
Revolving Loan Fund to carry out this program.*’

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 13 amends s. 288.018, F.S., to move administration of the program from the Department
of Commerce generally, to the Office of Rural Prosperity.

Present Situation:

Rural Infrastructure Fund

The Rural Infrastructure Fund is a grant program created to facilitate the planning, preparing, and
financing of infrastructure projects in rural communities.*’ The program provides access to
federal and state infrastructure funding programs, including, but not limited to, those offered by
the United States Departments of Agriculture and Commerce and including those offered by
Rural Economic Development Initiative agencies.*! The program funds total infrastructure
project grants, infrastructure feasibility grants, and preclearance review grants.

The Department of Commerce (department) may award grants for up to 75 percent of the total
infrastructure cost or up to 100 percent of the total infrastructure project cost for a project that is

36 Section 288.018(2), F.S.

37 Section 288.018(3)(a), F.S.
38 Section 288.018(1)(c), F.S.
% Section 288.018(4), F.S.

40 See s. 288.0655, F.S.

41 Section 288.0655(2)(b), F.S.
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located in a rural community that is also located in a fiscally constrained county*? or a RAO.*
Additionally, projects may include improving any inadequate infrastructure that has resulted in
regulatory action that prohibits economic or community growth or reducing the costs to
community users of proposed infrastructure improvements that exceed such costs in comparable
communities.

Eligible uses of funds include improvements to public infrastructure for industrial or commercial
sites and upgrades to or development of public tourism infrastructure.** Infrastructure can
include public or public-private partnership facilities, like stormwater systems,
telecommunication, roads or other remedies to transportation impediments, nature-based tourism
facilities and physical requirements necessary to facilitate tourism, trade, and economic
development activities.*> The department may award grants of up to $300,000 for infrastructure
feasibility studies, design and engineering activities, or other infrastructure planning and
preparation activities.*® The total project participation grant may be used in conjunction with the
infrastructure feasibility grant.

To enable local governments to access the resources the department may award grants for
surveys, feasibility studies, and other activities related to the identification and preclearance
review of suitable land.*” Authorized grants under program may not exceed $75,000 each, except

in the case of a project in a rural area of opportunity, in which case the grant may not exceed
$300,000.*

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 17 amends s. 288.0655, F.S., to:

e Move the administration of the program from the department generally, to the Office of
Rural Prosperity.

e Specifically provide that grant funds may be awarded to a unit of local government within a
rural community or a RAO or to a regional economic development organization, a unit of
local government, or certain economic development organizations for an infrastructure
project located within an unincorporated area that has a population of 15,000 or less, has
been in existence for 100 years or more, is contiguous to a rural community, and has been
adversely affected by a natural disaster or presents a unique economic development
opportunity of regional impact.

e C(larify that grant funds may be awarded for “site readiness” expenses, which may include
clearing title, surveys, permitting, environmental studies, and regulatory compliance costs.

e Require the Office of Rural Prosperity to consult with the Department of Transportation
instead of Visit Florida when reviewing applications for funding.

42 A fiscally constrained county is any county that is entirely within a rural area of opportunity as designated by the Governor
pursuant to s. 288.0656, F.S., or each county for which the value of a mill will raise no more than $5 million in revenue,
based on the taxable value certified pursuant to s. 1011.62(4)(a)l.a., F.S., from the previous July 1. Section 218.67(1), F.S.

43 Section 288.0655(2)(b), F.S.

“Id

45 Broadband internet service must be provided in partnership with one or more dealers of communications services. Section
288.0655(2)(b), E.S.

6 Section 288.0655(2)(c), F.S.

47 Section 288.0655(2)(e), F.S.

®Id
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e Require enhanced annual reporting of the program.

Section 50 appropriates $40 million in nonrecurring funds and $5 million in recurring funds
from the General Revenue Fund to the Office of Rural Prosperity for the Rural Infrastructure
Fund.

Present Situation:

Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund

The Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund Program is administered by the
Department of Commerce (department) to facilitate the use of existing federal, state, and local
financial resources by providing local governments with financial assistance to further promote
the economic viability of rural communities.*’

The program provides for long-term loans, loan guarantees, and loan loss reserves to units of
local governments, or economic development organizations in counties with populations of
75,000 or fewer, or within any county with a population of 125,000 or fewer which is contiguous
to a county with a population of 75,000 or fewer.>® Loans must be made pursuant to agreements
specifying the terms and conditions agreed to between the applicant and the department, and
loans are the legal obligations of the applicant.’! All repayments of principal and interest must be
returned to the loan fund and made available for loans to other applicants.

However, in a rural area of opportunity, repayments of principal and interest may be retained by
the applicant if repayments are dedicated and matched to fund regionally based economic
development organizations representing the rural area of opportunity.>?

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 16 amends s. 288.065, F.S., to:

e Move the administration of the program from the department generally, to the Office of
Rural Prosperity.

e Require the Office of Rural Prosperity to include in its annual report detailed information
about the fund, including loans made during the previous fiscal year, loans active, loans
repaid, and unobligated funds.

Section 49 appropriates $4 million in nonrecurring funds and $1 million in recurring funds from
General Revenue to the Office of Rural Prosperity for the Rural Community Development
Revolving Loan Fund.

4 Section 288.065, (1) F.S.

50 Section 288.065, (2)(a) F.S.
51 Section 288.065 (2)(b), F.S.
52 Section 288.065 (2)(c), F.S.
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Present Situation:

Community Planning Technical Assistance Grants

The Department of Commerce’s (department) Community Planning office is charged with
providing technical assistance and guidance on growth and development issues, grants, and other
assistance to local communities to promote viable, sustainable communities.> Community
Planning Technical Assistance (CPTA) Grant Program is administered by the department to
provide counties, municipalities and regional planning councils the opportunity to create
innovative plans and development strategies to promote a diverse economy, vibrant rural and
suburban areas and meet statutory requirements for planning, while also protecting
environmentally sensitive areas.”* CPTA grants may also be used to assist with disaster recovery,
resiliency, and economic development planning.>

Projects should relate to community planning and economic development strategies that
implement the requirements in the Community Planning Act, as well as workforce development,
and workforce housing opportunities.>®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 2 amends s. 163.3168, F.S., to:

e Require preference to be given to local government applicants located in a rural area of
opportunity; and

e Require the department to consult with the Office of Rural Prosperity when awarding the
CPTA grants.

Present Situation:

Florida Rural Economic Development Strategy Grants

The Department of Commerce (department), under s. 288.0657, F.S., accepts and administers
money which is appropriated to the department for providing grants to assist rural communities
in developing and implementing strategic economic development plans.>” To be eligible the rural
community must be a county with a population of 75,000 or fewer, or within any county with a
population of 125,000 or fewer which is contiguous to a county with a population of 75,000 or
fewer, or a municipality therein.’® The department must establish criteria for reviewing grant
applications under this section, which must include, but are not limited to, the degree of
participation and commitment by the local community and the application’s consistency with
local comprehensive planning.>

33 Section 20.60 (4)(c), F.S.
54 Department of Commerce, Community Planning Technical Assistance Grants, State Fiscal Year 2025-2026, available at:

https://floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/programs/community-planning-table-of-contents/technical-

assistance/community-planning-technical-assistance-grant (last visited Dec. 3, 2025)
S 1d.

% Id. The Community Planning Act refers to part II of ch. 163, F.S., see s. 163.3161, F.S.
57 Section 288.0657(2), F.S.
58 Section 288.0657(1), F.S.
59 Section 288.0657(4), F.S.
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Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 20 amends s. 288.0657, F.S., to:

e Move the administration of the program from the Department of Commerce generally, to the
Office of Rural Prosperity;

e Specify that grants may be provided to assist with costs associated with marketing sites to
potential businesses for an economic development project;

e Require the regional rural community liaison centers within the Office of Rural Prosperity to
provide assistance to those applying for grants; and

e Provide that marketing grants may include funding to deploy materials through advertising
campaigns and costs associated with marketing, site preparation, meetings, trade missions,
and professional development.

Section 51 appropriates $250,000 in recurring funds from the Grants and Donations Trust Fund
within the department to the Office of Rural Prosperity for the Rural Economic Development
Strategy Grants.

Present Situation:

Inventory of Communities Seeking to Recruit Businesses

By September 30 of each year, a county or municipality that has a population of at least 25,000
or its local economic development organization must submit to the Department of Commerce
(department) a brief overview of the strengths, services, and economic development incentives
that its community offers.’ The local government or its local economic development
organization also must identify any industries that it is encouraging to locate or relocate to its
area.®! Such local governments and organizations seeking to recruit businesses may submit
information and may participate in any activity or initiative resulting from the collection,
analysis, and reporting of the information to the department.®?

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 9 amends s. 288.007, F.S., to require each local government within a rural area of
opportunity or its local economic development organization to submit the required information
the department to be included in the inventory of communities seeking to recruit businesses.

Present Situation:
Agreements Funded with Federal or State Assistance
Current law requires an agency agreement that provides state financial assistance to a recipient or

subrecipient®® or that provides federal financial assistance to a subrecipient to include all of the
following:

60 Section 288.007, F.S.

ol Id.

2.

63 Section 215.97, F.S., defines a “subrecipient” as a nonstate entity that receives state financial assistance through another
nonstate entity.
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e A provision specifying scope of work that clearly establishes the tasks the recipient or
subrecipient is required to perform.

e A provision dividing the agreement into quantifiable units of deliverables that must be
received and accepted in writing by the agency before payment. Each deliverable must be
directly related to the scope of work and must specify the required minimum level of service
to be performed and the criteria for evaluating the successful completion of each deliverable.

e A provision specifying the financial consequences that apply if the recipient or subrecipient
fails to perform the minimum level of service required in the agreement. The provision can
be excluded in specified situations.

e A provision specifying that a recipient or subrecipient of federal or state financial assistance
may expend funds only for allowable costs resulting from obligations incurred during the
specified agreement period.

e A provision specifying that any balance of unobligated funds which has been advanced or
paid must be refunded to the state agency.

e A provision specifying that any funds paid in excess of the amount to which the recipient or
subrecipient is entitled must be refunded to the state agency.

e Any additional information required pursuant to the Florida Single Audit Act.%*

Current law prohibits an agency agreement that provides state or federal financial assistance to
local government entities within an RAO from requiring the local government entity to expend
funds in order to be reimbursed. For these local government entities, an agency is authorized to
advance funding based on an analysis of estimated costs, to pay service providers and vendors
directly, or to undertake other options to meet the requirements of the agreement, allowing local
governments in rural areas to be paid without spending their own capital first.%®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 6 amends s. 215.971, F.S., to:

e C(Clarify provisions regarding the payment of invoices due and require agencies to expedite
such payment requests for local governments.

e Require each state agency to annually report to the Office of Rural Prosperity (office), by
August 1, a summary of the implementation the agency agreement requirements for the
previous fiscal year, which must be incorporated in the office’s annual report.

Present Situation:

The Florida Small Business Development Center Network

The Florida Small Business Development Center Network (SBDC) is the principal business
assistance organization for small businesses in the state. The purpose of the network is to serve
emerging and established for-profit, privately held businesses that maintain a place of business in
the state.®® The network is a consortium of regional small business development centers
throughout the state that offer current and prospective small businesses consulting services,

% Section 215.971(1)(a)-(g), F.S.
65 Section 215.971(1)(h), F.S.
66 Ch. 2008-149, Laws of Fla., codified as s. 288.001, F.S.
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training opportunities, and access to other resources and information.%” Regional centers are
based at several of Florida’s colleges and universities.’® The SBDC is run by the network’s
statewide director in consultation with a 19 member statewide advisory board.®’

The network is funded, in part, by the U.S. Small Business Administration, the Department of

Defense, the State of Florida, and other private and public partners, with the University of West

Florida serving as the Network’s designated lead host institution.”® Half of any state funds

received directly by a host institution which are specifically designated for the network are

distributed for the following purposes:

e Ensuring that support services are available statewide, especially in underserved and rural
areas of the state, to assist eligible businesses;

e Enhancing participation in the network among state universities and colleges; and

e Facilitating the adoption of innovative small business assistance best practices by the
regional small business development centers. !

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 8 amends s. 288.001, F.S., to:

e Require the SBDC Network to use certain funds for the specific purpose of expanding
service in rural communities, including developing an activity plan focused on network
consultants and resources in rural communities; and

e Increase staffing for “circuit riders” who work with local governments and communities of
their region to bring services, including access to capital, technical assistance, and other
small business services, to the region.

Section 45 appropriates $1 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the
Office of Rural Prosperity to implement the requirements of the rural-focused Florida SBDC
Network activity.

Present Situation:

Visit Florida

Visit Florida is the fictitious name for the Florida Tourism Industry Marketing Corporation, a
nonprofit corporation established by the Legislature to serve as Florida’s statewide destination
marketing organization and represent the state’s tourism industry.”” Visit Florida is required to
develop a four-year marketing plan for the state that addresses issues such as continuation of
tourism growth in Florida, expansion to new or underrepresented markets, coordination with
local and private sector partners on tourism advertising, and addressing emergency responses to
disasters from a marketing standpoint.”

7 America’s SBDC Florida, available at: https:/floridasbde.org/ (last visited Dec. 3, 2025)

8 Id.

% Section 288.001(3) and(4), F.S.

70 America’s SBDC Florida, About Florida’s SBDC, available at: https:/floridasbdc.org/about/ (last visited Dec. 3, 2025)
"I Section 288.001(7)(b), F.S.

72 Section 288.1226, F.S.

3 Section 288.1226(13), F.S.
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In 2017,7* the Legislature directed Visit Florida to administer, in partnership with the
Department of Commerce, the Targeted Marketing Assistance Program to enhance the tourism
business marketing of small, minority, rural, and agritourism businesses in the state.”® The
program provides marketing plans, marketing assistance, promotional support, media
development, technical expertise, marketing advice, technology training, social marketing
support, and other assistance to small independently owned and operated businesses or non-
profit organizations.”®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 21 amends s. 288.1226, F.S., to direct Visit Florida to incorporate into its four-year
marketing plan the provision of appropriate marketing assistance resources to small, rural and
agritourism businesses in the state. Such resources may include, but are not limited to, marketing
plans, marketing assistance, promotional support, media development, technical expertise,
marketing advice, technology training, and social marketing support.

Section 22 repeals s. 288.12266, F.S., relating to the Targeted Marketing Assistance Program.
However, the general goals of the program are incorporated into Visit Florida’s four-year
marketing program in section 21 of the bill.

Present Situation:

Fiscally Constrained Counties

Fiscally constrained counties are counties entirely within an RAO or where a 1-mill levy would
raise no more than $5 million in annual tax revenue.”” A “rural area of opportunity” is a rural
community, or a region composed of rural communities, designated by the Governor, which has
been adversely affected by an extraordinary economic event, severe or chronic distress, or a
natural disaster. A rural area of opportunity may also be a community or communities that
present a unique economic development opportunity of regional impact.”

There are 29 counties that currently meet these conditions; Baker, Bradford, Calhoun, Columbia,
Desoto, Dixie, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Gulf, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry,
Highlands, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Okeechobee,
Putnam, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, and Washington.” Although each of the counties is
designated by the Governor as a rural area of opportunity,®® Highland’s and Putnam’s 1-mill levy
currently surpass the $5 million threshold.

4 Chapter 2017-233, s. 18, Laws of Fla.

75 Section 288.12266, F.S.

76 Section 288.12266(1), F.S.

77 Section 218.67(1), F.S.

8 Section 288.0656, F.S.

7 Florida Department of Revenue, Fiscally Constrained Counties, available at:
https://www.floridarevenue.com/property/Documents/fcc_map.pdf (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

80 Executive Office of the Governor, see Executive Orders 21-149, 23-132, and 25-141, available at;
https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/executive-orders (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).
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Direct-to-Home Satellite Service Tax Distribution

Retail sales of direct-to-home satellite service received in Florida are subject to the
communications service tax at the rate of 9.07 percent and the gross receipts tax at the rate of
2.37 percent.®!

From communications services tax receipts, 55.9 percent is distributed through the state’s
“standard” sales tax distribution formula.®? The remaining 44.1 percent is transferred to the Local
Government Half-cent Sales Tax Trust Fund.®?

Seventy percent of the transfer is distributed formulaically to all counties within the state. The
remaining 30 percent is distributed to fiscally constrained counties that are eligible to participate
in the local government half-cent sales tax distribution.®* Fiscally constrained counties may use
the funds from this distribution for any public purpose, except for debt service.®

The collections from the tax on direct-to-home satellite service have declined in recent years;

with distributions to fiscally constrained counties decreasing from $18.1 million in Fiscal Year
2018-2019%* to $9.5 million in Fiscal Year 2024-2025.*

Distribution Factors

Each fiscally constrained county receives a portion of the total direct-to-home satellite service
distribution. At the beginning of each fiscal year, the Department of Revenue (department)
determines the amount to be distributed to each fiscally constrained county using the prior fiscal
year’s certified school taxable value, county millage rate, and latest April 1 county population,
excluding prisoners.®® The following factors are created by the department to determine each
county’s relative share of the total distribution available for the coming fiscal year:

e The relative revenue-raising-capacity factor is based on a county’s certified school taxable
value and population and referred to in law as the ability of a county to generate property tax
revenues from 1 mill on a per capita basis.”® Counties that generate less per capita revenue
receive a higher factor. For example, a county that raises $25 or less per capita receives a
factor value of 1; whereas a county that raises more than $50 per capita receives a factor
value of 0. In Fiscal Year 2025-2026, only two fiscally constrained counties were eligible for
this factor.”!

81 Sections 202.12(1)(b) and 203.01(1)(b)2., F.S.

82 Section 202.18(2)(b), F.S. See also s. 212.20(6)(d), F.S. Gross receipts tax revenues are distributed to the Public Education
Capital Outlay (PECO) and Debt Service Trust Fund in accordance with section 9 of Article XII of the State Constitution.
8 Section 202.18(2)(c)1., F.S.

8 1d.

85 Section 218.67(5), F.S.

8 Florida Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Ordinary, Emergency, Supplemental, and Fiscally-Constrained
Distributions by County: SFY 1987-2024, available at https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/data/data-a-to-z/g-
Lcfm (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

87 Florida Department of Revenue, Office of Tax Research, General Tax Distributions, Form 5, available at
https://floridarevenue.com/DataPortal/Pages/TaxResearch.aspx (last visited Dec, 3, 2025).

88 Section 186.901, F.S.

% Section 218.67(3)(a), F.S

Nd.

1 Email correspondence with staff at the Department of Revenue, Dec. 4, 2025 (on file with the Senate Committee on
Appropriations).
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e The local-effort factor is based on a county’s millage rate and referred to in law as a measure
of the relative level of local effort of a county as indicated by the millage rate levied for the
prior fiscal year.®? This factor guarantees that each county receives a portion of the total
distribution. It uses the most recently adopted countywide operating millage rate for each
eligible county and multiplies that millage rate by 0.1. For example, a county with a
countywide operating millage rate of 6.73 would receive a factor value of 0.673.

Sales and Use Tax

Florida levies a 6 percent tax on the sale or rental of most items of tangible personal property,”
admissions,’* transient rentals,” and a limited number of services. Sales tax is added to the price
of the taxable good or service and collected from the purchaser at the time of sale.’® Counties are
authorized to impose local discretionary sales surtaxes in addition to the state sales tax.”’

A portion of Florida’s state sales and use tax collections are distributed to all eligible counties
and municipalities through the County and Municipal Revenue Sharing programs and the Local
Government Half-Cent Sales Tax program. These programs distributed to fiscally constrained
counties, including municipalities within the counties, approximately $333.2 million in Fiscal
Year 2024-2025.%8

In contrast to the tax on direct-to-home satellite service, collections from sales tax have increased
from $28.5 billion in Fiscal Year 2018-2019 to $41.1 billion in Fiscal Year 2024-2025.%
Additionally, sales tax collections are based on sales of a wide variety of goods and some
services and change with the state’s economic cycles.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 4 amends s. 202.18, F.S., to redirect the entire remainder of direct-to-home satellite
service tax to the Local Government Half-cent Sales Tax Trust Fund. This effectively ends the
30 percent distribution for fiscally constrained counties, which is replaced by a new distribution
as described in the sections below.

Section 5 amends s. 212.20, F.S., to create a new sales tax distribution for fiscally constrained
counties. The new distribution is the greater of $50 million or 0.1412 percent of available sales
tax proceeds.

Section 7 amends s. 218.67, F.S., to replace the fiscally constrained county distribution factors
discussed in the present situation with:

92 Section 218.67(3)(b), F.S.

3 Section 212.05(1)(a)1.a., F.S.

% Section 212.04(1)(b), F.S.

% Section 212.03(1)(a), F.S.

% Section 212.07(2), F.S.

7 Section 212.055, F.S.

%8 Florida Department of Revenue, Office of Tax Research, General Tax Distributions, Forms 5 and 6, available at:
https://floridarevenue.com/DataPortal/Pages/TaxResearch.aspx (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

9 Florida Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Revenue Estimating Conference Long-Term Revenue Analysis,
Volume 41, Rev. Nov. 6, 2025 available at https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/longtermrevenue/index.cfim (last visited
Dec. 3, 2025).
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e The contribution-to-revenue factor. This factor is calculated by dividing the county’s
population by the sales tax collections attributable to the county and then multiplying by 100.

e The personal-income factor. This factor is calculated by dividing the median per capita
personal income of participating counties by the county’s per capita personal income.

Each county’s proportional allocation of the newly created sales tax distribution must be the
same proportion as the sum of the county’s two new factors is to the sum of the two factors for
all eligible counties. The bill also adds the requirements that the proportional rate computation
must be carried to the fifth decimal place and that the amount to distribute to each county must
be rounded to the next whole dollar amount.

The money distributed pursuant to this section must be allocated as follows: 50 percent of the
distribution may be used for public safety, including for salaries for law enforcement,
correctional officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians, or paramedics; 30 percent may
be used for infrastructure; and 20 percent may be used for any public purpose. The money
received may not be used for debt service.

The bill removes the provision for a county to be classified as fiscally constrained if the county is
entirely within a rural area of opportunity. It also increases the revenue qualification from where
a 1-mill levy would raise no more than $10 million, which is an increase from $5 million.

Present Situation:

State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program

The SHIP Program provides funds to local governments as an incentive to create partnerships
that produce and preserve affordable homeownership and multifamily housing. The SHIP
program provides funds to all 67 counties and 52 Community Development Block Grant!'®
entitlement cities on a population-based formula to finance and preserve affordable housing
based on locally adopted housing plans.'®! The program was designed to serve very-low, low-,
and moderate-income families and is administered by Florida Housing Finance Corporation
(FHFC). SHIP funds may be used to pay for emergency repairs, rehabilitation, down payment
and closing cost assistance, impact fees, construction and gap financing, mortgage buydowns,
acquisition of property for affordable housing, matching dollars for federal housing grants and
programs, and homeownership counseling.'??

Funds are expended per each local government’s adopted Local Housing Assistance Plan
(LHAP), which details the housing strategies the local government will use.'*® Local
governments submit their LHAPs to the FHFC for review to ensure that they meet the broad
statutory guidelines and the requirements of the program rules. The guaranteed minimum

1% The CDBG program is a federal program that provides funding for housing and community development activities.

101 See ss. 420.907 through 420.9089, F.S.

102 Section 420.9072(7), F.S.

103 Section 420.9075, F.S. Section 420.9075(3), F.S., outlines a list of strategies LHAPs are encouraged to employ, such as
helping those affected by mobile home park closures, encouraging innovative housing design to reduce long-term housing
costs, preserving assisted housing, and reducing homelessness.
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allocation amount that must be disbursed on a quarterly or more frequent basis by the FHFC to
local governments is $350,000.!%4

Certain statutory requirements restrict a local government’s use of funds made available under

the SHIP program (excluding amounts set aside for administrative costs):

e At least 75 percent of SHIP funds must be reserved for construction, rehabilitation, or
emergency repair of affordable, eligible housing;'® and

e Up to 25 percent of SHIP funds may be reserved for allowed rental services.'*

Within those distributions by local governments, additional requirements must be met:

e Atleast 65 percent of SHIP funds must be reserved for home ownership for eligible
persons; '’

e At least 20 percent of SHIP funds must serve persons with special needs;'%

e Up to 20 percent of SHIP funds may be used for manufactured housing;'* and

e At least 30 percent of SHIP funds must be used for awards to very-low-income persons or
eligible sponsors serving very-low-income persons, and another 30 percent must be used for
awards for low-income-persons or eligible sponsors serving low-income persons.!!°

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 38 amends s. 420.9073, F.S., to increase the minimum SHIP allocation from $350,000 to
$1 million.

Present Situation:

USDA Section 515 Rural Affordable Housing

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Section 515 program is a part of the
national Rural Rental Housing program. Many of rural America’s 65 million residents
experience acute housing problems with nearly 30 percent of rural households experiencing at
least one major housing problem, such as high cost, physical deficiencies, or overcrowding.'!!

Under the Section 515 program, USDA Rural Development makes direct loans to developers to
finance affordable multifamily rental housing for very low-income, low-income, and moderate-
income families, for elderly people, and for persons with disabilities. Section 515 loans have an

104 Section 420.9073 (3)(a) and(b) F.S.

105 Section 420.9075(5)(c), F.S.

106 Section 420.9075(5)(b), F.S. However, a local government may not expend money distributed to it to provide ongoing rent
subsidies, except for: security and utility deposit assistance; eviction prevention not to exceed six months’ rent; or a rent
subsidy program for very-low-income households with at least one adult who is a person with special needs or is homeless,
not to exceed 12 months’ rental assistance.

107 Section 420.9075(5)(a), F.S. “Eligible person” or “eligible household” generally means one or more natural persons or a
family determined by the county or eligible municipality to be of very low income, low income, or moderate income based
upon the annual gross income of the household.

108 Section 420.9075(5)(d), F.S.

199 Section 420.9075(5)(e), F.S.

110 Section 420.9075(5)(g)2., F.S.

! National Low Income Housing Coalition, USDA Rural Rental Housing Programs, available at:
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/AG-2019/04-13 _USDA-Rural-Rental-Housing-Programs.pdf (last visited Dec. 3, 2025)




BILL: SB 250 Page 24

interest rate of 1 percent, amortized over 50 years, to finance modest rental or cooperatively-
owned housing.'?

Section 515 funds can be used for any new construction and for the rehabilitation of existing
rural properties. Funding can also be used to buy or improve land, and to provide critical
infrastructure for properties such as water and waste disposal systems. However, since 2011 no
new rental properties have been developed under Section 515.!13

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 39 amends s. 420.9075, F.S., to allow counties and municipalities to use up to 25 percent
of their SHIP funds to preserve existing multifamily affordable rental housing financed with
USDA loans to rehabilitate housing, extend affordability periods, or acquire or transfer
properties in partnership with private organizations. This provision expires on June 30, 2032.

Section 52 appropriates $30 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the
Florida Housing Finance Corporation (FHFC) to preserve affordable multifamily rental housing
funded through USDA loans. Funds must be used to issue competitive requests for application
for the rehabilitation or acquisition of such properties to ensure continued affordability.

By October 1, 2027, the FHFC must submit a report to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives on projects funded pursuant to this section of the bill.
The report must include the number of units preserved and the financing portfolio for each
project.

Present Situation:

FDOT Support to Local Governments

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) provides funding and support to Florida’s
cities and counties through a variety of local programs. For example, the Local Agency Program
provides local governments with federal funds to develop, design, and construct transportation
facilities.''* The FDOT administers these funds on behalf of the Federal Highway
Administration. There are also a number of state-sponsored programs designed to assist local
governments, including the:

e County Incentive Grant Program, which provides grants to counties to improve transportation
facilities located on the State Highway System or that relieve traffic congestion on the State
Highway System;!!3

e Transportation Regional Incentive Program, which provides funds to improve regionally
significant transportation facilities in certain regional transportation areas;''®

e Small County Road Assistance Program, which assists small county governments in
resurfacing or reconstructing county roads;'!” and

112 [d
113 Id.

114 Section 339.28201, F.S.
115 Section 339.2817, F.S.
116 Section 339.2819, F.S.
17 Section 339.2816, F.S.
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e Small County Outreach Program, which assists small county governments in repairing or
rehabilitating county bridges, paving unpaved roads, addressing road-related drainage
improvements, resurfacing or reconstructing county roads.!'®

Additionally, the FDOT coordinates directly with Florida's non-metropolitan, rural local
governments, those located outside of a designated metropolitan planning area, to address their
transportation planning and programming needs.

Small County Road Programs

Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP)

The FDOT administers the SCRAP to assist small county governments in resurfacing or
reconstructing county roads that were part of the county road system on June 10, 1995.1°
Counties eligible to compete for funding based on population include those with a population of
75,000 or less according to the 1990 federal census. Under this criteria there are currently 33
counties eligible to receive funding through the program. Capacity improvements on county
roads are not eligible for the SCRAP funding, except where the FDOT determines that widening
existing lanes as part of a resurfacing or reconstruction project is necessary to address safety
concerns.'?’

Currently, up to $25 million annually from the State Transportation Trust Fund may be used to
fund the SCRAP.'?! Available funds are allocated to the FDOT districts based on the number of
counties eligible for funding under the criteria set forth in s. 339.2816, F.S. The table below
summarizes the SCRAP funding provided in the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 through 2030-2031
FDOT work program.

SCRAP Funding — FY 2026-2030'2
2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 Total
$27,963,192 $25,000,001 $25,000,001 | $25,000,001 | $25,000,001 $127,963,196

Small County Outreach Program (SCOP)

The SCOP assists small counties in repairing or rehabilitating county bridges, paving unpaved
roads, addressing road-related drainage improvements, resurfacing or reconstructing county
roads, or constructing capacity or safety improvements to county roads. Small counties eligible
to compete for project funding include those with a population of 200,000 or less as determined
by the most recent official estimate of the Office of Economic and Demographic Research.!?
Similar to the SCRAP, available funds are allocated to the FDOT districts based on the number
of counties eligible for funding under the criteria in s. 339.2818, F.S. The table below

118 Section 339.2818, F.S.

119 Section 339.2816(4), F.S.

120 FDOT, Work Program Instructions FY 25/26-29/30, September 6, 2024, at pg. 394, available at:
https://fdotewp1.dot.state.fl.us/fmsupportapps/Documents/development/WorkProgramInstructions.pdf (last visited Dec. 3,
2025).

121 Section 339.2816(3), F.S.

12 FDOT, County Programs FY 2026-2031. (On file with the Senate Committee on Appropriations).

123 Section 339.2818, F.S.
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summarizes the SCOP funding provided in the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 through 2030-2031 the
FDOT work program.

SCOP Funding — FY 2026 to FY 2030'%
2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 Total

$98,420,660 | $80,983,929 | $79,690,400 | $79,410,400 | $79,080,400 | $417,585,789

The FDOT is required to fund 75 percent of the cost of projects on county roads selected for
funding under the program and the county must provide 25 percent of such costs.!?> Rural
counties qualifying under the Rural Economic Development Initiative'?® may apply for a waiver
or reduction of the required 25 percent local match.!?” Subject to specific appropriation,
municipalities within a rural area of opportunity may also compete for funding at up to 100
percent of the project costs.'?8

In 2024, the SCOP was amended to incorporate additional eligibility provisions.'?’ Specifically,
subject to a specific appropriation, a local government either wholly or partially within the
Everglades Agricultural Area, the Peace River Basin, or the Suwannee River Basin may compete
for additional funding at up to 100 percent of project costs on state or county roads used
primarily as farm-to-market connections between rural agricultural areas and market distribution
centers, excluding capacity improvement projects.'*°

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 26 amends s. 334. 044, F.S., relating to the powers and duties of the FDOT, to
specifically authorize the department to provide technical assistance and support to counties that
are not located in a metropolitan planning organization created pursuant to s. 339.175. F.S.

Section 27 amends s. 339.0801, F.S., to provide that certain funds that result from the increased
revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund derived pursuant to s. 319.32(5), F.S.,'*! must be
used annually, beginning in the fiscal year 2026-2027, to support the SCRAP. This provision
effectively increases funding for the SCRAP by approximately $35 million annually.

Sections 28 and 32 amends s. 339.2816, F.S., and creates an undesignated section of law,
respectively, to provide that FDOT must fund $25 million annually for the SCRAP.!*? The bill
directs the FDOT, beginning in fiscal year 2026-2027, to utilize the additional revenues allocated
by s. 339.0801, F.S., for the SCRAP. Finally, the bill codifies current provisions in the FDOT
work program instructions which prohibit the use of funds for capacity improvements unless a

124 FDOT, County Programs FY 2026-2031. (On file with the Senate Committee on Appropriations).

125 Section 339.2818(4)(a), F.S.

126 See s. 288.056, F.S., for a full description of the Rural Economic Development Initiative.

127 FDOT, Work Program Instructions FY 25/26-29/30, September 6, 2024, at pg. 384,.

128 Section 339.2818(7), F.S.

129 Chapter 2024-57, s. 12, Laws of Fla.

130 Section 339.2818(8), F.S.

131 Chapter 2012-128, Laws of Fla., amended s. 319.32(5), F.S., to redirect motor vehicle title fee revenues from general
revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund.

132 Section 339.2816(3), F.S., currently provides that “...up to $25 million annually from the State Transportation Trust Fund
may be used for purposes of funding the Small County Road Assistance Program.”
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safety issue exists or FDOT finds it necessary to widen existing lanes as part of a resurfacing or
reconstruction project.

Section 30 amends s. 339.2818, F.S., relating to the SCOP to remove obsolete statutory
provisions and correct cross-references. Similarly, the bill revises the SCOP funding eligibility
requirements to repeal an existing category for certain local governments located within the
Everglades Agricultural Area or designated river basins.

Present Situation:

Arterial Roads

Under Florida’s Transportation Code “arterial road” means a route providing service which is
relatively continuous and of relatively high traffic volume, long average trip length, high
operating speed, and high mobility importance.'*® Arterials include U.S. numbered highways and
principal state roads that connect cities and towns. The FDOT’s Functional Classification system
distinguishes between urban and rural designations for arterial roads.'** The FDOT routinely
manages and improves arterial roads to increase capacity and facilitate traffic throughput, while
at the same time achieving the paramount goal of improving safety.

In 2021, the Legislature repealed the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance
(M-CORES) program and created several new initiatives related to arterial highway projects.!*
For example, the FDOT is required to identify and include in the work program projects to
increase capacity by widening existing two-lane arterial rural roads to four lanes. To be included
in a work program project, the road must be classified as an arterial rural road, and truck traffic
using the road must amount to at least 15 percent of all such traffic, as determined by the
department. The FDOT is required to fund at least $20 million annually for such projects. !

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Sections 3 and 31 amend ss. 201.15 and 339.68, F.S., respectively, to repeal the current
provisions relating to arterial roads and create the Florida Arterial Road Modernization (FARM)
Program. The purpose of the program is to make capacity and safety improvements to two-lane
arterial roads located in rural communities.'*” Beginning in fiscal year 2026-2027, the FDOT is
directed to allocate from the State Transportation Trust Fund a minimum of $50 million annually
to fund the program. This includes an additional $30 million redirected by the bill from
documentary stamp taxes revenues into the State Transportation Trust Fund'*® and the $20
million currently required to be allocated to the existing rural arterial road program.

133 Section 334.03(1), F.S.

34 FDOT, 2020 Urban Area Boundary and Functional Classification Handbook, available at:
https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/statistics/docs/urbanfunclass.pdf?sfvrsn=84c718c4_15
(last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

135 Chapter 2021-161, Laws of Fla.

136 Section 339.68, F.S.

137 For purposes of the program “rural community” has the same meaning as provided in s. 288.0656, F.S.

138 The bill amends s. 201.15, F.S., to specify that $30 million in documentary stamp taxes must be paid to the credit of the
State Transportation Trust Fund and used exclusively for the FARM Program.




BILL: SB 250 Page 28

The FDOT is directed to use the following criteria to prioritize projects for funding under the

program:

e  Whether the road has documented safety concerns or requires additional safety and design
improvements. This may be evidenced by the number of fatalities or crashes per vehicle mile
traveled.

e  Whether the road has or is projected to have a significant amount of truck tractor traffic as
determined by the FDOT.

e Whether the road is used to transport agricultural products and commodities from the farm to
the market or other sale or distribution point.

e  Whether the road is used to transport goods to or from warehouses, distribution centers, or
intermodal logistics centers.

e Whether the road is used as an evacuation route.

e  Whether the physical condition of the road meets department standards.

e Whether the road has, or is projected to have within the next five years, a level of service of
D,E, orF.

e Any other criteria related to the impact of a project on the public road system or on the state
or local economy as determined by the FDOT.

Beginning January 1, 2028, and every two years thereafter, the FDOT must issue a report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
evaluating the condition of arterial roads in rural communities and the implementation of the
FARM Program.

Present Situation:

County Incentive Grant Program (CIGP)

The FDOT administers the CIGP for the purpose of providing grants to counties to improve a

transportation facility that is located on the State Highway System or relieves traffic congestion

on the State Highway System.'* To be eligible for consideration, projects must be consistent, to

the maximum extent feasible, with local metropolitan planning organization plans and local

government comprehensive plans.'*® The FDOT must consider, but is not limited to, the

following criteria for evaluation of projects:

e The extent to which the project will encourage, enhance, or create economic benefits;

e The likelihood that assistance would enable the project to proceed at an earlier date than the
project could otherwise proceed;

e The extent to which assistance would foster innovative public-private partnerships and attract
private debt or equity investment;

e The extent to which the project uses new technologies, including intelligent transportation
systems, which enhance the efficiency of the project;

e The extent to which the project helps to maintain or protect the environment; and

e The extent to which the project includes transportation benefits for improving intermodalism
and safety.'*!

139 Section 339.2817(1), F.S.
140 Section 339.2817(2), F.S.
141 Section 339.2817(3), F.S.
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The FDOT must provide 50 percent of project costs for eligible projects.'*> A municipality may
apply to the county in which the municipality is located for consideration by the county for CIGP
funding of any project or project phase of a transportation facility which is located on the State
Highway System or which is demonstrated to relieve congestion on the State Highway System.
The county must evaluate all municipal applications using the above-described criteria. If a
municipality’s proposed project is rejected by the county for funding, or if the county’s proposed
project adversely affects a municipality within the county, the municipality may request
mediation to resolve any concerns of the municipality and the county.'#?

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 29 amends s. 339.2817, F.S., relating to CIGP, to provide additional eligibility criteria.
Specifically, the bill provides that in evaluating projects the FDOT must consider the extent to
which the project enhances connectivity between rural agricultural areas and market distribution
centers. In addition, the bill provides that a county located either wholly or partially within the
Everglades Agricultural Area may request 100 percent of project costs for eligible projects that
meet this new criteria.

Present Situation:

Rural Transit Grant Program

Section 341.052, F.S., creates the FDOT-administered public transit block grant program. Block
grant funds may only be provided to providers designated by the United States Department of
Transportation (USDOT) pursuant to its urbanized area program grant'** and community
transportation coordinators'*’ under the transportation disadvantaged program.!46- 147

Costs for which public transit block grant program funds may be expended include:
e Costs of public bus transit and local public fixed guideway capital projects.

e Costs of public bus transit service development and transit corridor projects.

e Costs of public bus transit operations.'#®

All projects must be consistent, to the maximum extent feasible, with the approved local
government comprehensive plans of the units of local government in which the project is

located.'*

The following limitations apply to the use of public transit block grant program funds:

142 Section 339.2817(4), F.S.

143 Section 339.2817(5), F.S.

14449 U.S.C. § 5307

145 Section 427.011(5), F.S., defines the term “community transportation coordinator” to mean a transportation entity
recommended by a metropolitan planning organization, or by the appropriate designated official planning agency as provided
for in ss. 427.011-427.017, F.S., in an area outside the purview of a metropolitan planning organization, to ensure that
coordinated transportation services are provided to the transportation disadvantaged population in a designated service area.
146 The Transportation Disadvantaged Program is codified in part I of ch. 427, F.S.

147 Section 341.052(1), F.S.

148 Section 341.052(2), F.S.

149 Id.
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e State participation in eligible capital projects is limited to 50 percent of the project’s
nonfederal share.

e State participation in eligible public transit operating costs °° may not exceed 50 percent of
such costs or an amount equal to the total revenue, excluding farebox, charter, and
advertising revenue and federal funds, received by the provider for operating costs,
whichever amount is less.

e Eligible public transit provider may not use public transit block grant funds to supplant local
tax revenues made available to such provider for operations in the previous year. However,
the Secretary of Transportation may waive this provision for public transit providers located
in a county recovering from a declared state of emergency.

e The state may not give any county more than 39 percent of the available grant funds or more
than the amount that local revenue sources provide to that transit system.'>!

150

To remain eligible to receive public transit block grant funds, eligible public transit providers
must comply with s. 341.071(1), F.S., relating to the establishment of public transit development
plans, s. 341.071(2), F.S., relating to the FDOT-approved performance and productivity
measures and with statutory provisions relating to existing transit corridor projects.!>?

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 33 creates s. 341.0525, F.S., to establish the FDOT-administered rural transit operating
block grant program. This program is similar to the public transit block grant program; however,
rural transit operating block grants are only available to public transit providers'> not eligible to
receive funding under the federal public transit block grant program.

The FDOT must annually allocate at least $3 million from the STTF for this program. At least
$20,000 must be distributed to each eligible provider, if the following formula provides less than
that amount to any such provider:

e One-third is according to the percentage that an eligible provider’s non-urbanized county
population in the most recent year official population estimate!>* compared to the total
population of all counties served by eligible providers.

e One-third is according to the percentage that the total non-urbanized revenue miles provided
by an eligible provider, as verified by the most recent National Transit Database report or a
similar audited report submitted to the FDOT, compared to the total rural revenue miles
provided by eligible providers in the state in that year.

e One-third is distributed according to the percentage that the total non-urbanized passengers
carried by an eligible provider, as verified by the most recent National Transit Database
report or a similar audited report submitted to the FDOT, compared to the total number of
passengers carried by eligible providers in the state in that year.

130 Section 341.031(3), F.S., defines the term “eligible transit operating costs” to mean the total administrative, management,
and operation costs directly incident to the provision of public transit services, excluding any depreciation or amortization of
capital assets.

131 Section 341.052(3), F.S.

152 Section 341.052(4), F.S.

153 Section 341.031(1), F.S., defines the term “public transit provider” to mean a public agency providing public transit
service, including rail authorities created in ch. 343, F.S.

154 Florida’s official population estimate is provided pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S.
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Public transit providers must use grant funds to pay public transit operating costs. State
participation in such costs may not exceed 50 percent of such costs or an amount equal to the
total revenue, excluding farebox, charter, and advertising revenue and federal funds, received by
the provider for operating costs, whichever amount is less.

An eligible provider may not use block grant funds to supplant local tax revenues made available
to such provider for operations in the previous year. However, the Secretary of Transportation
may waive this for public transit providers located in a county recovering from a declared state
of emergency.

To remain eligible for funding under the rural transit operating block grant, eligible providers
must comply with s. 341.071(1), F.S., relating to the establishment of public transit development
plans and s. 341.071(2), F.S., relating to the FDOT-approved performance and productivity
measures.

Any grant funds distributed to an eligible provider which cannot be expended within the
limitations of this block grant program must be returned to the FDOT for redistribution to other
eligible providers.

The FDOT may consult with an eligible provider before distributing funds to that provider to
determine whether the provider can expend its total block grant within the program’s limitations.

If the FDOT and the provider agree that the total block grant amount cannot be expended, the
provider may agree to accept a block grant amount of less than the total amount, in which case
the funds that exceed such lesser agreed-upon amount are redistributed to other eligible
providers.

Present Situation:

Rural Health Care

Data on Patient Outcomes

Studies continue to highlight health disparities between patient outcomes in rural and non-rural
areas. Recent data indicates that rural Americans are at 30 percent higher risk of stroke, 40
percent more likely to develop heart disease, and live an average of three years fewer than urban
counterparts.'>

A study published by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in 2021 indicated a stroke treatment
disparity in Florida, favoring urban counties with more primary stroke centers than rural

155 American Heart Association, Rural Health Initiative, available at https://www.heart.org/en/professional/quality-
improvement/rural-healthcare-outcomes-accelerator (last visited Dec. 3, 2025). Marinacci, L, Zheng, Z, Mein, S. et al. Rural-
Urban Differences in Cardiovascular Mortality in the United States, 2010-2022. JACC. 2025 Jan, 85 (1) 93-97, available at
https://www.jacc.org/doi/full/10.1016/j.jacc.2024.09.1215 (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).
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counties.!3® Stroke death rates appear to be in correlation.'>” The study recommended the use of
telemedicine for stroke treatment to reduce the disparity, listing availability and affordability as a
potential constraint. !>

A review of the CDC Pregnancy Mortality Surveillance System found pregnancy-related
mortality ratios from 2011 to 2016 were highest in rural areas (19.5-24.4 deaths per 100,000), as
compared to urban areas (15.7-17.9 deaths per 100,000). In the year following a hospital’s
closure of a labor and delivery unit in rural and urban-adjacent counties, out-of-hospital births
and preterm births increase, putting more pressure on rural emergency management system
(EMS) staff and volunteers to be prepared for obstetrical emergencies.'>

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 36 creates s. 381.9856, F.S., to establish the Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and
Education (SCORE) Grant Program within the Department of Health (DOH) for the purpose of
improving patient outcomes and the coordination of emergency medical care in rural
communities. The DOH is required to award grants, in amounts of no more than $100,000 per
year, to high risk providers'®® serving rural communities to:

e Implement a blended learning training program for health care providers in stroke care
protocols and best practices;

e Purchase simulation equipment and technology for training;

e Establish telehealth capabilities between pre-hospital providers, such as paramedics or
emergency medical technicians, and in-hospital providers, such as neurologists, to expedite
emergency stroke care, emergency cardiac care, or emergency obstetric care; and

e Develop quality improvement programs in one or more of the following specialty areas:
emergency stroke care, emergency cardiac care, or emergency obstetric care.

The DOH must give priority to SCORE proposals that demonstrate collaboration between pre-
hospital and in-hospital providers or show potential for significant improvement in patient
outcomes in rural communities. Grant recipients must submit quarterly reports to the DOH,
which must include program activities, expenditures, and outcomes. The DOH is also tasked
with monitoring implementation and outcomes. The DOH must submit an annual report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
December 1 of each year. The DOH may adopt rules to implement the grant program. The grant
program may be implemented only to the extent that it is specifically funded. The program

156 Centers for Disease Control, Examining Stroke Disparities in Florida: Relationships Among County Classification, Age-
Adjusted Stroke Mortality Rates, and the Presence of Primary Stroke Centers, June 10, 2021, available at
https://www.cdc.gov/ped/issues/2021/20_0561.htm#References (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

157

o

159 National Rural Health Association, Maternal Health in Rural America White Paper, February 2024, available at:
https://www.ruralhealth.us/nationalruralhealth/media/documents/maternal-health-in-rural-america-white-paper-final-(1).pdf
(last visited Dec. 3, 2025). Kozhimannil, K. B., Hung, P., Henning-Smith, C., Casey, M. M., & Prasad, S. (2018).
Association Between Loss of Hospital-Based Obstetric Services and Birth Outcomes in Rural Counties in the United
States. JAMA, 319(12), 1239—-1247, available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29522161/ (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

160 The bill defines the term “high-risk care provider” to mean a licensed health care facility or licensed ambulance service
that regularly provides emergency or ongoing care to patients experiencing a stroke, heart attack, or pregnancy-related
emergency.
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stands repealed on July 1, 2030, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through enactment by
the Legislature.

Section 54 appropriates $5 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to
DOH for the purpose of implementing the Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and
Education (SCORE) Grant Program.

Present Situation:

Rural Health Disparities

Access to timely health care services has been a long-standing issue for rural communities. There
are many barriers to care that make access difficult in rural communities, including health care
workforce shortages, higher poverty rates and lower insurance coverage rates, and longer
distances to health care facilities compared to urban residents.'®' One major issue in providing
sufficient care in rural communities is a lack of providers. A report from the United States
Department of Health and Human Services: Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) shows fewer health care providers in rural areas over multiple license types.'? For
example, at the time of the study there were 13.1 physicians/surgeons per 10k residents in rural
areas compared with 31.2 in urban areas, 3 psychologists per 10k residents in rural areas
compared with 6.8 in urban areas, 2.3 physician assistants per 10k residents in rural areas
compared with 3.4 in urban areas, and 85.3 registered nurses per 10k residents in rural areas
compared with 93.5 in urban areas.'®

About 20 percent of Americans live in rural areas, but barely one-tenth of physicians practice
there. The federal government projects a shortage of over 20,000 primary care physicians in rural
areas by 2025. Primary care physicians in rural areas often do not have the support of sub-
specialists, hospitalists, or emergency physicians, and thus treat a wider range of conditions with
limited access to sophisticated technology. Most are required to admit and take care of patients in
community-based hospitals, many of which are gravitating toward an emergency room and
short-stay models of care, moving more complex patients to larger medical centers.!** A lack of
primary care has been shown to have a direct impact on mortality rates with an increase in 10
primary care physicians per 100,000 population correlating with a 51.5-day increase in life
expectancy.'®®

161 Access to Specialty Care for Medicare Beneficiaries in Rural Communities, Lahr, Megan et. al., University of Minnesota
Rural Health Research Center, 2019, available at https://rhrc.umn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/UMN-Access-to-
Specialty-Care_12.4.pdf (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

162 Distribution of U.S. Health Care Providers Residing in Rural and Urban Areas, United States Department of Health and
Human Services: Health Resources and Services Administration, available at https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/assets/1275-
513 1/rural-urban-workforce-distribution-nchwa-2014.pdf (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

163 Id. at pg. 2

164 Nielsen M, D'Agostino D, Gregory P. Addressing Rural Health Challenges Head On. Mo Med. 2017 Sep-Oct;114(5):363-
366. PMID: 30228634; PMCID: PMC6140198, available at https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6140198/#b3-
ms114 p0363 (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

165 Basu S, Berkowitz SA, Phillips RL, Bitton A, Landon BE, Phillips RS. Association of Primary Care Physician Supply
With Population Mortality in the United States, 2005-2015. JAMA Intern Med. 2019;179(4):506-514.
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.7624, available at
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2724393 (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).
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Another barrier to accessing health care in rural areas is lack of reliable transportation and the
need to travel long distances to find practitioners. Rural areas can also lack public transportation
options and have poor road conditions which make it more difficult to travel to find health
care.'%® Rural populations most likely to need transportation services to maintain their health and
well-being include:

e Older adults;

People with disabilities;

Low-income individuals and families;

Veterans; and

People with special healthcare needs, who often must travel long distances to access care.'®’

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 35 creates s. 381.403, F.S., to establish the Rural Access to Primary and Preventive Care
(RAPP-C) Grant Program. The bill provides legislative findings that primary and preventative
care is critical for the well-being of the residents of Florida and that rural areas have significantly
fewer physicians, physician assistants, and autonomous ARNPs. The bill defines the terms:

e “Autonomous advanced practice registered nurse” to mean an advanced practice registered
nurse who is registered under s. 464.0123, F.S., to engage in autonomous practice.

e “Majority ownership” to mean ownership of more than 50 percent of the interests in a private
practice.

e “Physician” to mean a physician licensed under ch. 458, F.S., or ch. 459, F.S.

e “Physician assistant” to mean a physician assistant licensed under ch. 458, F.S., or ch. 459,
F.S., to perform medical services delegated by a supervising physician.

e “Preventive care” to mean routine health care services designed to prevent illness. The term
includes, but is not limited to, general physical examinations provided on an annual basis,
screenings for acute or chronic illnesses, and patient counseling to promote overall wellness
and avoid the need for emergency services.

e “Primary care” to mean health care services focused primarily on preventive care, wellness
care, and treatment for common illnesses. The term may include the health care provider
serving as a patient’s entry point into the overall health care system and coordinating a
patient’s care among specialists or acute care settings. The term does not include elective
services provided solely for cosmetic purposes.

e “Program” to mean the RAPP-C grant program.

e “Qualifying rural area” to mean a rural community as defined in s. 288.0657, F.S., in this
state which is also designated as a health professional shortage area by the HRSA.

The bill requires the DOH to award grants under the RAPP-C to physicians, physician assistants,
and autonomous ARNPs who intend to open a new private practice in a qualifying rural area or
to open a new location within a qualifying rural area that is in a different county from their
current practice. In order to qualify, the practice must:

e Have majority ownership by physicians, physician assistants, or autonomous ARNPs;

166 Rural Health Disparities, Rural Health Information Hub, available at: https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/rural-health-
disparities#causes, (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

167 Transportation to Support Rural Healthcare, Rural Health Information Hub, available at:
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/transportation, (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).
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e Be physically located in a qualifying rural area and serve patients who live in that qualifying
rural area or in other nearby qualifying rural areas. The practice may also serve patients who
reside outside of a qualifying rural area. While the practice may use telehealth to supplement
the services provided at the location, the majority of services provided by the practice must
be provided at the physical location; and

e Accept Medicaid patients.

o Provide services solely in primary care or preventative care, except that a physician, or a
physician assistant or APRN supervised by a physician, may provide services that are
within the practitioner’s scope of practice based on the physician’s board-certified
specialty in . obstetrics, gynecology, general and family practice, geriatrics, internal
medicine, pediatrics, or psychiatry.

Additionally, the owners of the practice must commit to providing deidentified patient encounter
data and a detailed report of the use of grant funds to the DOH annually.

By March 1, 2027, the DOH is required to create an application process for the RAPP-C which
requires the applicant to provide a detailed budget of the anticipated use of grant funds and how
the practice will meet the above requirements. The DOH is required to establish a ranking system
to determine which applicants will be awarded grants if there are more applicants for the
program than can be awarded grants with appropriated funds.

Subject to appropriation, the DOH may award up to $250,000 to eligible applicants which may
be used for the following expenses:

e Facility construction, acquisition, renovation, or lease.

Purchasing medical equipment.

Purchasing or implementing information technology equipment or services.

Purchasing or implementing telehealth technology.

Training on the use of medical equipment, information technology, or telehealth technology
purchased with grant funds.

The bill specifies that grant funds may not be used for:

e Salaries.

e Utilities.

e Internet or telecommunications services other than those necessary for implementing
telehealth technology.

Insurance.

Incidental maintenance and repairs.

Disposable medical supplies.

Medicines or vaccines.

Licensing or certification fees, including costs for continuing education other than training
specified above.

Only one grant may be awarded per practice and the bill requires the DOH to enter into a
contract with each grant recipient which details the requirements for the expenditure of grant
funds for that recipient. The contract must include, at a minimum:

e The purpose of the contract; and
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e Specific performance standards and responsibilities for the recipient under the contract,
including penalties for not meeting such performance standards and responsibilities.

Section 53 appropriates $25 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the
DOH to implement the RAPP-C grant program. Grant funds will be awarded over a 5-year
period.

Present Situation:

Rural Hospital Capital Improvement (RHCI) Grant Program

Section 395.6061, F.S., establishes the RHCI grant program. The program is available to rural

hospitals'®® that apply and guarantee, subject to appropriation, at least $100,000 per hospital to

fund projects to acquire, repair, improve, or upgrade systems, facilities, and equipment. Between

fiscal years 2023-2025 the grant program has helped to fund numerous improvement projects at

rural hospitals including, but not limited to:

e Adding a third chiller at AdventHealth Palm Coast;

e Purchasing a leased building which houses a rural health clinic by AdventHealth Wachula;

e Replacing nuclear medicine camera equipment and upgrading and refreshing patient rooms
and air conditioning at Ascension Sacred Heart Emerald Coast;

e Replacing the air conditioning system at Doctors’ Memorial Hospital in Bonifay; and

e Renovating emergency department space at Doctors’ Memorial Hospital in Perry and Ed
Fraser Memorial Hospital in Mcclenny.'®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 37 amends s. 395.6061, F.S., to expand the RHCI grant program to allow rural hospitals
to use grant funds to establish mobile care units to provide primary care, behavioral health, or
obstetric and gynecologic services in a rural health professional shortage area; or to establish
telehealth kiosks to provide urgent and primary care services remotely in rural health
professional shortage areas. The bill defines:

e “Preventive care” to mean routine health care services designed to prevent illness. The term
includes, but is not limited to, general physical examinations provided on an annual basis,
screenings for acute or chronic illnesses, and patient counseling to promote overall wellness
and avoid the need for emergency services.

e “Primary care” to mean health care services focused primarily on preventive care, wellness
care, and treatment for common illnesses. The term may include the health care provider
serving as a patient’s entry point into the overall health care system and coordinating a

168 A rural hospital is defined in s. 395.602, F.S., to include an acute care hospital licensed under this chapter, having 100 or
fewer licensed beds and an emergency room, which is: the sole provider within a county with a population density of up to
100 persons per square mile; an acute care hospital, in a county with a population density of up to 100 persons per square
mile, which is at least 30 minutes of travel time, on normally traveled roads under normal traffic conditions, from any other
acute care hospital within the same county; a hospital supported by a tax district or subdistrict whose boundaries encompass a
population of up to 100 persons per square mile; a hospital classified as a sole community hospital under 42 C.F.R. s. 412.92,
regardless of the number of licensed beds; a hospital with a service area that has a population of up to 100 persons per square
mile; or a hospital designated as a critical access hospital, as defined in s. 408.07. According to Florida Health Finder, there
are 24 rural hospitals in Florida.

169 A full list of all projects is on file with the Senate Committee on Health Policy.
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patient’s care among specialists or acute care settings. The term does not include elective
services provided solely for cosmetic purposes.

“Rural health professional shortage area” to mean a rural community as defined in

s. 288.0657, F.S., which is also designated as a health professional shortage area by the
HRSA.

Section 55 appropriates $25 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to
the DOH for the purpose of implementing the rural hospital capital improvement grant program.

Present Situation:

The Rural Health Transformation Program

Authorized under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act,'”® the Rural Health Transformation Program
(RHTP) provides $50 billion in federal funding over five years for states to spend on three or
more of the following approved uses:

Promoting evidence-based, measurable interventions to improve prevention and chronic
disease management.

Providing payments to health care providers for the provision of health care items or
services.

Promoting consumer-facing, technology-driven solutions for the prevention and management
of chronic diseases.

Providing training and technical assistance for the development and adoption of technology-
enabled solutions that improve care delivery in rural hospitals, including remote monitoring,
robotics, artificial intelligence, and other advanced technologies.

Recruiting and retaining clinical workforce talent to rural areas, with commitments to serve
rural communities for a minimum of five years.

Providing technical assistance, software, and hardware for significant information technology
advances designed to improve efficiency, enhance cybersecurity capability development, and
improve patient health outcomes.

Assisting rural communities to right-size their health care delivery systems by identifying
needed preventative, ambulatory, pre-hospital, emergency, acute inpatient care, outpatient
care, and post-acute care service lines.

Supporting access to opioid use disorder treatment services, other substance use disorder
treatment services, and mental health services.

Developing projects that support innovative models of care that include value-based care
arrangements and alternative payment models, as appropriate.

Additional uses designed to promote sustainable access to high quality rural health care
services.!”!

To take advantage of the funding available under the RHTP, Florida’s Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) applied for RHTP funding detailing 15 initiatives designed to “achieve

170 Public Law 119-21, section 71401.
17! Rural Health Transformation Program, U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, last updated 9/26/2025, available
at https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/overview (last visited Dec. 1, 2025).
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measurable improvements in access, outcomes, technology adoption, workforce capacity, and
financial stability” in rural areas.!”? These initiatives include:

Providing start-up funds for established urban medical or dental practices to expand their
services into rural areas;'”

Deploying mobile health units to provide preventative, screening, rehabilitation, and prenatal
services in rural communities;'’*

Deploying community paramedics and other licensed practitioners, as appropriate, to provide
post-discharge care to high-risk patients to reduce preventable hospital readmissions;'”
Establishing regional telepsychiatry hubs to provide same-day psychiatric consultations,
therapy, and coordinated care;'’®

Enabling rural hospitals and clinics to host virtual specialty clinics allowing patients to
consult with specialists via telehealth;'”’

Enabling rural hospitals to connect with remote critical care physicians and nurses to provide
24/7 patient monitoring for critically ill patients;'’8

Creating a “hub-and-spoke” telestroke initiative to connect rural hospital emergency
departments (EDs) with stroke specialists for immediate assessment and treatment;!”®
Creating the Clinical Training Investment Opportunity to fund and support multiple aspects
of clinical training programs, supervised rotations, and practitioner recruitment and retention
efforts;!®°

Creating the Health and Lifestyle initiative to integrate food screenings, brief nutrition
counseling, and referrals to local food programs into clinical settings;'®!

Establishing the Remote Patient Telemonitoring initiative to allow rural patients which
chronic conditions to use connected devices to transmit health data directly to care teams;
Transitioning rural health care providers from fee-for-service models to performance-based
payment models;'*?

Reimbursing rural pharmacies for providing non-emergency medical services within their
scope of practice; '3

Increasing access to the Florida Health Information Exchange and the Encounter Notification
Service programs for rural hospitals, clinics, and providers;'®®

Equipping rural hospitals, clinics, and laboratories with Picture Archiving and
Communication Systems to enable rapid sharing and review of diagnostic images and
laboratory results;'%¢ and

182

172 Application for Federal Assistance SF-424, Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration, 11/03/25, pg. 17 (on file with
Senate Committee on Appropriations).

173 Id. Initiative 1 at pg. 24

174 Id. Initiative 2 at pg. 26

175 Id. Initiative 3 at pg. 27

176 Id. Initiative 4 at pg. 29

177 Id. Initiative 5 at pg. 30

178 Id. Initiative 6 at pg. 32

17 Id. Initiative 7 at pg. 33

180 Jd. Initiative 8 at pg. 35

181

1d. Initiative 9 at pg. 36

182 Id. Initiative 10 at pg. 37
183 Id. Initiative 11 at pg. 39
184 Id. Initiative 12 at pg. 40
135 Id. Initiative 13 at pg. 41
186 Id. Initiative 14 at pg. 43
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e Increasing awareness and participation among Floridians dually eligible for both Medicare
and Medicaid.'®’

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 56 appropriates $186,729 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and
$250,884 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund to the AHCA to establish a
Diagnosis-Related Grouping (DRG) reimbursement methodology for critical access hospitals, as
defined in s. 408.07, F.S., for the purpose of providing inpatient reimbursement to such a
hospital in amounts comparable to the reimbursement the hospital would receive for inpatient
services from the federal Medicare program.

Section 57 appropriates $7,487,068 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and
$10,059,377 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund to the AHCA to establish an
Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping (EAPG) reimbursement methodology for critical access
hospitals, as defined in s. 408.07, F.S., for the purpose of providing outpatient reimbursement to
such a hospital in amounts comparable to the reimbursement the hospital would receive for
outpatient services from the federal Medicare program.

Present Situation:

Florida Reimbursement Assistance for Medical Education Program

Section 381.402, F.S., establishes the Florida Reimbursement Assistance for Medical Education

Program (FRAME). The FRAME program offers student loan reimbursement to various health

care practitioners to offset their loans and educational expenses to entice them to practice in

underserved locations where there are shortages of such practitioners. The DOH is authorized to

reimburse over a four-year period as follows:

e Up to $150,000 for medical and osteopathic doctors with primary care specialties;'®®

e Up to $90,000 for autonomous advanced practice registered nurses (APRN) who are
practicing autonomously;

e Up to $75,000 for APRNSs, physician assistants, and mental health professionals;'® and

e Up to $45,000 for licensed practical nurses (LPN) and registered nurses (RN).

To be eligible for the FRAME program, a practitioner must:

e Provide proof of primary care practice in a rural hospital or an underserved area. The section
specifies that, for practitioners other than physicians, serving in a non-primary care setting,
such as a nursing home, is allowed so long as the setting is in an underserved area, serve
residents or patients in that underserved area, and provide Medicaid services.

e Provide 25 hours of volunteer primary care services annually in a free clinic or through
another specified volunteer program.

187 Id. Initiative 15 at pg. 44

188 Primary care specialties for physicians are defined as obstetrics, gynecology, general and family practice, internal
medicine, pediatrics, and other specialties which may be identified by the DOH.

139 Mental health professionals include licensed clinical social workers, licensed marriage and family therapists, licensed
mental health counselors, and licensed psychologists.
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Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 34 amends s. 381.402, F.S., to provide that medical doctors or doctors of osteopathic
medicine who are board certified in emergency medicine and employed by or under contract
with a rural hospital or a rural emergency hospital to provide medical care in the hospital’s
emergency department are eligible to participate in the FRAME program.

Present Situation:

Regional Educational Consortia

School districts with 20,000 or fewer students, developmental research (laboratory) schools, and
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind may enter into cooperative agreements to form a
regional consortium service organization (regional consortium).!”® Regional consortium service
organizations (regional consortia) are intended to provide programs and services to small school
districts to save money, increase student achievement, and improve organizational efficiency via
economies of scale and collaboration. !

There are three regional consortia: the Heartland Educational Consortium (HEC),'*? the North
East Regional Consortium (NEFEC),'”* and the Panhandle Area Educational Consortium
(PAEC)." Florida’s Regional Consortia members include 36 school districts, 430 schools,
12,000 teachers, and 160,000 students.'*>

Each regional consortium must provide, at a minimum, three of the following services:
exceptional student education; teacher education centers; environmental education; federal grant
procurement and coordination; data processing; health insurance; risk management insurance;
staff development; purchasing; or planning and accountability.'*® Each regional consortium
receives an incentive grant of $50,000 per school district and eligible member to be used for the
delivery of services within the participating school districts. The determination of services and
use of such funds is determined by the board of directors of the regional consortium.'®’

The board of directors of a regional consortium may use various means to generate revenue in
support of its activities, which may include patents, copyrights, and trademarks and licenses.

190 Section 1001.451(1), F.S.

191 Heartland Educational Consortium, North East Florida Educational Consortium, Panhandle Area Educational Consortium,
Florida’s Regional Consortia, Presentation to the Florida Senate Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Feb. 4, 2025),
available at https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/DownloadMeetingDocument/4166, at 6.

192 HEC serves six member districts: DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands, and Okeechobee.

193 NEFEC serves 13 member districts: Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, Flagler, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy,
Nassau, Putnam, Suwannee, and Union. NEFEC also serves the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind and the P.K.
Yonge Developmental Research School.

194 PAEC serves 13 member districts: Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Liberty, Madison,
Taylor, Wakulla, Walton, Washington. PAEC also serves the Florida State University Collegiate School and the Florida
A&M University Developmental Research School.

195 Heartland Educational Consortium, North East Florida Educational Consortium, Panhandle Area Educational Consortium,
Florida’s Regional Consortia, Presentation to the Florida Senate Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Feb. 4, 2025),
available at https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/DownloadMeetingDocument/4166, at 6.

196 Section 1001.451(1), F.S.

197 Section 1001.451(2), F.S.
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Such funds must be used to support the organization’s marketing and research and development
activities in order to improve and increase services to its member districts.!*®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 40 amends s. 1001.451, F.S., to expand services, incentive grants, and authority over the
use of funds by regional consortium service organizations (regional consortia). The bill
authorizes the regional consortia boards of directors to determine the number of services to offer,
and adds to those services safe schools support; state grant procurement; professional learning;
college, career, and workforce development; and business and operational services.

The bill increases the allocation to the regional consortia from $50,000 per member to $150,000
per member. Each regional consortium must submit quarterly financial reports to members, and
an annual report to the Department of Education (DOE) regarding the use of funds for consortia
services. Of the allocation, the bill specifies that unexpended amounts may be carried forward
into the approved operating budget for the following year.

The bill codifies the current practice that a member district serves as the fiscal agent for regional
consortium contractual and reporting purposes. The bill specifies compensation to the fiscal
agent and to each regional consortium for activities. Employees of the regional consortium are
employees of the fiscal agent district; the regional consortium recommends appointments to the
fiscal agent and recommends a salary schedule and job description for its personnel. However,
the bill authorizes the regional consortium to purchase or lease property and facilities
independent of the fiscal agent district.

The bill increases the alternate revenue sources for a regional consortium board of directors to
include contracting for services to nonmember school districts. Of these additional funds, the bill
removes the requirement that all such additional funds be used for development and marketing;
the bill authorizes the board of directors to determine fund use. These funds may be carried
forward for maintaining or expanding services, facilities maintenance, terminal pay, and other
liabilities.

Finally, the bill authorizes each regional consortium to administer the Regional Consortia
Service Organization Supplemental Services Program.

Section 58 appropriates $3.6 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to DOE
to fund the increased grant allocations for regional consortia pursuant to section 40 of the bill.

Section 41 creates s. 1001.4511, F.S., to establish the Regional Consortia Service Organization
Supplemental Services Program (supplemental services) to provide additional resources to
regional consortium service organizations for programs and services offered to members. The
supplemental services funds may be used for transportation; district finance personnel services;
property insurance, including property insurance obtained from any source; cybersecurity
support; school safety; college, career, and workforce development; academic support; and
behavior support within exceptional student education services. Each board of directors may

198 Section 1001.451(5), F.S.



BILL: SB 250 Page 42

determine the use of supplemental services funds through cooperative agreements with regional
consortium members.

The bill authorizes the regional consortium to carry forward unused supplemental services funds
for up to five years. The regional consortium must annually report to the Legislature on the
distribution of funds and member services provided.

Section 59 appropriates $25 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the
DOE to be distributed to regional consortium service organizations as follows:

e $5,555,149 to the Heartland Educational Consortium;

e $11,912,923 to the North East Florida Educational Consortium; and

e $7,531,928 to the Panhandle Area Educational Consortium.

The funds must be distributed to each regional consortium service organization no later than 30
days following the release of the funds to the department.

Present Situation:

Instructional Personnel in Rural Districts

Schools, especially those with inadequate resources, can experience difficulty hiring teachers and
high turnover rates. These issues are linked with the availability of new teachers, salaries, and
working conditions.!”” For example, rural schools may have limited instructional staff, which
necessitates recruiting teachers with multiple subject endorsements. Staff members may teach
multiple subjects, multiple grades, and sometimes multi-age students within the same classroom.
More rural schools face higher transportation costs, siphoning resources away from other budget
items, such as teacher salaries. Housing shortages and limited access to hospitals, banks, stores,
cultural facilities, and higher education institutions may also negatively impact teacher
recruitment in rural areas.’”® Rural communities face challenges related to competition from
higher urban compensation schedules, housing shortages, and a lack of support resources
commonly found in urban areas.?’!

In the 2020-2021 academic year, a higher percentage of schools in rural areas than of schools in
cities and suburban areas found it very difficult or not possible to fill teaching vacancies in
foreign languages, English or language arts, social studies, mathematics, biology or life sciences,
music or art, and physical education or health.??

199 National Center for Education Statistics, Difficulty Hiring Teachers in Rural Areas, available at
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/llc (last visited Dec. 2, 2025).

200 Principal’s Research Review, Recruiting and Retaining Rural Educators: Challenges and Strategies (v. 7, Issue 6, Nov.
2012) available at https://nisnresourcehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Recruiting-and-Retaining-Rural-Educators-
Challenges-and-Strategies.pdf, at 2 (last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

201 BdSource, Rural counties far from universities struggle to recruit teachers, available at https://edsource.org/2024/rural-
counties-far-from-universities-struggle-to-recruit-
teachers/710566#:~:text=Rural%20teachers%20scarce,candidates%2C%20according%20t0%20the%20study (last visited
Dec. 2, 2025).

202 National Center for Education Statistics, Difficulty Hiring Teachers in Rural Areas, available at
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/llc (last visited Dec. 2, 2025).
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Also in the 2020-2021 academic year, more than 20 percent of private schools in rural areas
which had teaching vacancies in specific fields found it very difficult to fill or were not able to
fill vacancies in the physical education or health, special education, computer science,
mathematics, foreign languages, physical sciences, and biology or life sciences.?®?

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 42 creates s. 1009.635, F.S., to establish the Rural Incentive for Professional Educators
(RIPE) program within the Office of Student Financial Assistance in the Department of
Education (DOE). In order to support the recruitment and retention of qualified instructional
personnel in rural communities, the RIPE program provides up to $15,000 in total student loan
repayment assistance over 5 years, disbursed in annual payments up to $3,000 per year.

To be eligible for the RIPE program, an individual must:

e Establish permanent residency on or after July 1, 2026, in a rural area of opportunity. The
address on a state-issued identification card or driver license is evidence of residence.

e Secure full-time employment as a teacher or administrator in a public or private school in the
same district of residence.

e Hold an associate degree, bachelor’s degree, postgraduate degree, or certificate from an
accredited institution earned before establishing residency.

e Have an active student loan balance incurred for the completion of the qualifying degree or
certificate.

Before disbursement of an award, the DOE must verify that the participant has maintained
continuous enrollment in the school district in an instructional or administrative role, has an
evaluation rating of effective or highly effective, and has not been subject to specified
disciplinary actions.

The DOE must develop application procedures requiring documentation, including proof of
residency, verification of employment, official academic transcripts, and details of outstanding
student loans. The bill requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules no later than
January 31, 2027, to administer the RIPE program.

Section 60 appropriates $7 million in recurring funds from General Revenue Fund to the DOE
for the RIPE Program.

Present Situation:

Special Facility Construction Accounts

The Special Facility Construction Account (SFCA) within the DOE is used to provide necessary
construction funds to school districts that have urgent construction needs but lack sufficient
resources and cannot reasonably anticipate sufficient resources within the next 3 years.?** These
projects typically are located in rural school districts that have an insufficient tax base to fund
large construction projects. The state’s smaller school districts, which serve 20,000 or fewer

203 Id.

204 Section 1013.64(2)(a), F.S.
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students, generally raise considerably less through local discretionary property taxes than larger
Florida school districts. As a result, small school districts have a difficult time raising the local
funds needed to pay for new schools.?? In 2023, rural school districts that were members of
regional consortium service organizations occupied ranks 36-67 in taxable values and values of
the 1.5 mill discretionary levy.?%

A district that receives funds under the SFCA must, for three years prior to submitting an
application for funds, and for a continuing period necessary to meet its participation requirement,
levy the maximum millage against the district’s nonexempt assessed property value as authorized
under s. 1011.71(2), F.S., or raise an equivalent amount of revenue from the school capital outlay
surtax authorized under s. 212.055(6), F.S. In addition, a district must budget the value of 1 mill
per year to the project until the participation requirement?®’ related to the discretionary capital
improvement levy or capital outlay surtax is satisfied.??® A district may not receive funding for
more than one approved project in any 3-year period or while any portion of the district’s
participation requirement is outstanding.?®

Since the 2014-2015 fiscal year, 21 school districts have received appropriations totaling
$1,384,368,617 from the SFCA.?!°

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 44 amends s. 1013.64, F.S., to modify the participation requirement for a school district
to receive funds under the Special Facility Construction Account (SFCA).

The bill specifies that, for new construction projects under the SFCA, beginning in the 2026-
2027 fiscal year, the district is not required to budget the value of 1 mill per year toward the
project, but must use those funds toward authorized capital purchases specified in law. However,
the bill maintains a requirement that the district levies the maximum 1.5 mills ad valorem tax or
raise an equivalent revenue from the school capital outlay surtax for the three years prior to the
application for funds and for the initial year of appropriation plus two additional years.

The fourteen school districts that have received appropriations since the 2020-2021 fiscal year
under the SFCA have an estimated outstanding participation requirement of $130,529,796.%!!
These districts would be required to complete the terms of the participation agreement. However,

205 Office of Program Policy Analysis & Government Accountability, Special Facility Construction Projects Appear Needed,
but Have Excess Capacity (Report 11-02, Jan. 2011) available at: https://oppaga.fl.gov/Documents/Reports/11-02.pdf, at 1-2,
(last visited Dec. 3, 2025).

206 Heartland Educational Consortium, North East Florida Educational Consortium, Panhandle Area Educational Consortium,
Florida’s Regional Consortia, Presentation to the Florida Senate Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Feb. 4, 2025),
available at https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/DownloadMeetingDocument/4166, at 10.

207 The participation requirement is unencumbered and future revenue from school bonds under Art. XII, s. 9(d), Fla. Const.,
the discretionary capital improvement levy under s. 1011.71(2), F.S., and the amounts from the Public Education Capital
Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund in the year of the initial appropriation and for the 2 years immediately following the
initial appropriation. Section 1013.64(2)(a)11., F.S.

208 Section 1013.64(2)(a)8., F.S.

209 Section 1013.64(2)(a), F.S.

210 Email, Florida Department of Education (Dec. 2, 2025) (on file with the Senate Committee on Appropriations).

201 g
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under the bill such districts with existing projects more than three years old would be eligible to
apply for funds for an additional project.

Present Situation:

Charter School Capital Outlay Funding

Charter school capital outlay funding consists of state funds when such funds are appropriated in
the General Appropriations Act and revenue resulting from the 1.5 mill discretionary capital
improvement levy authorized in law.2!?

If the school board levies the discretionary capital improvement millage, the Department of
Education (DOE) must, when determining the amount of revenue that a school district must
distribute to each eligible charter school, reduce from the total amount the total discretionary
millage revenue by the school district’s annual debt service obligation incurred as of March 1,
2017, which has not been subsequently retired, and any amount of participation requirement
under the Special Facility Construction Account that is being satisfied by revenues raised by the
discretionary millage.?'* Of the total calculated amount based on a district’s discretionary
millage and the total number of students in district charter schools, the school district must
distribute 60 percent in 2025-2026, and 80 percent in 2026-2027.24

By October 1 of each year, each school district must certify to the DOE the amount of debt
service and participation requirement that can be reduced from the total discretionary millage
revenue. The Auditor General must verify compliance with these requirements during scheduled
operational audits of school districts.?!?

For all school districts with charter schools within their district, the total 2026-2027 fiscal year
estimated local funds that must be shared with charter schools is $304,187,320. Of the 29 fiscally
constrained counties®!® that may be eligible for funds under the Special Facilities Construction
Account, the 2026-2027 fiscal year estimated local funds that must be shared with charter
schools is $1,518,626.2"7

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 43 amends s. 1013.62, F.S., to specify the revenue to be deducted from the capital funds
a district participating under the Special Facility Construction Account (SFCA) program must
distribute to each eligible charter school.

212 Section 1013.62(1), F.S. The 1.5 mill discretionary capital improvement levy is authorized under s. 1011.71(2), F.S.

213 Section 1013.62(3), F.S.

214 Section 1013.62(3)(d), F.S.

215 Section 1013.62(3), F.S.

216 Each county that is entirely within a rural area of opportunity as designated by the Governor pursuant to s. 288.0656, F.S.,
or each county for which the value of a mill will raise no more than $5 million in revenue, based on the taxable value
certified pursuant to s. 1011.62(4)(a)l.a., F.S., from the previous July 1, is considered a fiscally constrained county. Section
218.67(1), F.S. See also Florida Department of Revenue, Fiscally Constrained Counties, available at
https://www.floridarevenue.com/property/Documents/fcc_map.pdf (last visited Dec. 2, 2025).

217 The amount is derived from 80 percent of the calculation of each district’s ad valorem taxes, after specified deductions,
and eligible charter school full-time equivalent students. See s. 1013.62(3), F.S.
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V.

The bill maintains the requirement that the total discretionary millage revenue that a school
district must distribute to each eligible charter school must be reduced by the school district’s
annual debt service obligation incurred as of March 1, 2017, which has not been subsequently
retired.

However, the bill modifies the additional amount of revenue that must be deducted from the total

discretionary millage revenue related to the SFCA:

e For currently funded projects under the SFCA, the bill maintains the requirement that deducts
any amount of participation requirement under the SFCA that is being satisfied by revenues
raised by the discretionary millage.

e For construction projects for which SFCA funding is sought beginning in the 2026-2027
fiscal year, the additional deducted amount will be the value of 1 mill from the revenue
generated under the district’s 1.5 mill discretionary ad valorem levy or revenue from the
school capital outlay surtax. This amount must be certified to the DOE.

Sections 61-91 make conforming changes throughout Florida Statutes and provides reenactments
of provisions as necessary to implement the bill.

Section 92 provides that the bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.
Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

The bill changes a distribution to fiscally constrained counties from the tax collected on
direct-to-home satellite service to sales tax. The bill provides for at least $50 million
annually to be distributed to fiscally constrained counties from sales tax based on a new
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formula that takes into account sales tax collections, per capita personal income, and
population. The Revenue Estimating Conference has not yet reviewed the bill, but
adopted the following fiscal impact for a similar provision in SB 110 from the 2025
Regular Session:

New Sales Tax Distribution ($million)
Fund FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 FY 2027-28
General Revenue (50.7) (52.2) (53.7)
Local/Other 50.7 52.2 53.7

The bill no longer requires that a portion of taxes collected from direct-to-home satellite
service be distributed to the Local Government Half-cent Trust Fund and earmarked for
distribution to fiscally constrained counties. Instead, the portion of taxes collected from
such service will continue to be distributed to the Local Government Half-cent Trust
Fund but be made available to all counties participating in the Local Government Half-
cent Sales Tax Program.

The bill redirects revenues from documentary stamp taxes and title fees to the
Department of Transportation for the new FARM program and the SCRAP. The Revenue
Estimating Conference has not yet reviewed the bill, but adopted the following fiscal
impact for similar provisions in SB 110 from the 2025 Regular Session:

Documentary Stamp Tax for FARM ($million)

Fund FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 FY 2027-28
General Revenue (30.0) (30.0) (30.0)
State Transportation 30.0 30.0 30.0
Trust Fund

Title Fees for SCRAP ($Smillion)

Fund FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 FY 2027-28
General Revenue (24.6) (38.2) (40.8)
State Transportation 24.6 38.2 40.8
Trust Fund

Fiscally constrained counties will see an increase in state tax revenues shared with these
counties. The bill requires these funds to be used as follows: 50 percent for public safety,
30 percent for infrastructure, and 20 percent for any public purpose.

Private Sector Impact:

The bill creates a number of new grant programs and increases funding for existing
programs which are designed to fund, either directly or indirectly, private sector activity,
primarily in the transportation, education, and healthcare fields. Citizens in rural
communities will benefit indirectly from programs designed to increase community
investment as guided by local governments.
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C.

Government Sector Impact:

Local governments in rural areas of the state will benefit from participating in the grant
programs created specifically for them in the bill and the associated funding for the newly
created and already existing programs.

The bill makes the following appropriations to the Department Commerce:

e $1,827,591 in recurring funds and $652,327 in nonrecurring funds from the General
Revenue Fund for the staffing and operation of the Office of Rural Prosperity, which
includes funding for 17 full-time equivalent positions for the office.

e $7 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund for the Office of Rural
Prosperity for block grants to certain low-population rural counties under the
Renaissance Grant Program.

e $500,000 in recurring funds from the Grants and Donations Trust Fund within the
Department of Commerce for the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant
Program as created by the bill.

e $40 million in nonrecurring funds and $5 million in recurring funds from the General
Revenue Fund for the Rural Infrastructure Fund. This appropriation is in addition to
the base appropriation of $5 million, bringing the total recurring funds for the
program to $10 million.

e $4 million in nonrecurring funds and $1 million in recurring funds from General
Revenue for Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund. This
appropriation is in addition to the base appropriation of $420,000, bringing the total
recurring funds for the program to $1.42 million.

e $250,000 in recurring funds from the Grants and Donations Trust Fund within the
Department of Commerce is appropriated for the Rural Economic Development
Strategy Grant program created by the bill.

e $1 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund for the SBDC to
implement the requirements of the rural-focused Florida SBDC Network activity.

The bill does not change the appropriation for the Regional Rural Development Grants
Program in the Department of Commerce, which remains at $750,000 annually.

The bill increases the base amount for the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP)
from $350,000 to $1 million. Funding for this program is provided annually in the
General Appropriations Act and is based on a distribution formula. In general, local
governments that typically receive the base amount will see an increase in grant funds
received.

The bill appropriates $30 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund
to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to be used to issue loans to preserve
affordable multifamily rental housing funded through USDA loans. The bill also
authorizes local SHIP administrators to use up to 25 percent of their allocated SHIP funds
to preserve such housing.
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VL.

VII.

The amendments made in the bill to the Rural Economic Development Initiative to
modernize and revitalize the organization and functions may result in increased use of
state programs by rural communities, leading to a financial benefit in these areas.

The bill makes the following appropriations to the Department of Education:

e $25 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund for grant funding to
the three regional consortium service organizations.

e $3.6 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund for the increase in
grant funds to regional consortiums, from $50,000 to $150,000 annually. With a base
appropriation of $1.75 million, this would bring the total recurring funds for the
program to $5.35 million annually.

e $7 million in recurring funds from General Revenue to implement the Rural Incentive
for Professional Educators (RIPE) Program.

The bill makes the following appropriations to the Department of Health:

e $5 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund for the purpose of
implementing the Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and Education (SCORE)
Grant Program.

e $25 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to implement the
Rural Access to Primary and Preventative Care (RAPP-C) Grant Program.

e $25 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund implement the
Rural Hospital Capital Improvement (RHCI) Grant Program.

The bill appropriates $186,729 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and
$250,884 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund to the Agency for Health
Care Administration (AHCA) to establish a Diagnosis-Related Grouping (DRG)
reimbursement methodology for critical access hospitals, as defined in s. 408.07, F.S., for
the purpose of providing inpatient reimbursement to such a hospital in amounts
comparable to the reimbursement the hospital would receive for inpatient services from
the federal Medicare program.

The bill appropriates $7,487,068 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and
$10,059,377 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund to the AHCA to
establish an Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping (EAPG) reimbursement
methodology for critical access hospitals, as defined in s. 408.07, F.S., for the purpose of
providing outpatient reimbursement to such a hospital in amounts comparable to the
reimbursement the hospital would receive for outpatient services from the federal
Medicare program.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.
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VIIL.

IX.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 20.60, 163.3168,
201.15, 202.18, 212.20, 215.971, 218.67, 288.001, 288.007, 288.018, 288.019, 288.021, 288.065,
288.0655, 288.0656, 288.0657, 288.1226, 288.9961, 319.32, 334.044, 339.0801, 339.2816,
339.2817, 339.2818, 339.68, 381.402, 395.6061, 420.9073, 420.9075, 1001.451, 420.9073,
420.9075, 1001.451, 1001.4511, 1013.62, 1013.64, 163.3187, 212.205, 257.191, 257.193,
265.283,288.11621, 288.11631, 443.191, 571.26, and 571.265.

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 288.013, 288.014, 288.0175,
341.0525, 381.403, 381.9856, 1001.4511, and 1009.635.

This bill repeals the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 288.06561, 288.12266, and
290.06561.

This bill reenacts the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 20.60, 288.9935, 125.0104,
193.624, 196.182, 218.12, 218.125, 218.135, 218.136, 252.35, 288.102, 403.064, 589.08,
1011.62, 403.0741, 163.3177, 288.9962, 215.211, 339.66, 420.9072, 420.9075, 420.9076, and
420.9079.

Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2026

By Senator Simon

3-00228A-26 202
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to rural communities; reenacting and
amending s. 20.60, F.S.; revising the list of
divisions and offices within the Department of
Commerce to conform to changes made by the act;
revising the annual program reports that must be
included in the annual report of the Department of
Commerce; amending s. 163.3168, F.S.; requiring the
state land planning agency to give preference for
technical assistance funding to local governments
located in a rural area of opportunity; requiring the
agency to consult with the Office of Rural Prosperity
when awarding certain funding; amending s. 201.15,
F.S.; requiring that a certain sum be paid to the
credit of the State Transportation Trust Fund for the
exclusive use of the Florida Arterial Road
Modernization Program; amending s. 202.18, F.S.;
redirecting the transfer of certain communication
services tax proceeds; amending s. 212.20, F.S.;
revising the distribution of sales and use tax revenue
to include a transfer to fiscally constrained
counties; amending s. 215.971, F.S.; providing
construction regarding agreements funded with federal
or state assistance; requiring a state agency to
expedite payment requests from a county, municipality,
or rural area of opportunity for a specified purpose;
requiring each state agency to report to the Office of

Rural Prosperity by a certain date with a summary of

certain information; requiring the office to summarize
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the information it receives for its annual report;
amending s. 218.67, F.S.; revising the conditions
required for a county to be considered a fiscally
constrained county; authorizing eligible counties to
receive a distribution of sales and use tax revenue;
revising the sources that the Department of Revenue
must use to determine the amount distributed to
fiscally constrained counties; revising the factors
for allocation of the distribution of revenue to
fiscally constrained counties; requiring that the
computation and amount distributed be calculated using
certain methods; authorizing specified uses for the
revenue; conforming a cross-reference; amending s.
288.001, F.S.; requiring the Florida Small Business
Development Center Network to use certain funds
appropriated for a specified purpose; authorizing the
network to dedicate funds to facilitate certain
events; amending s. 288.007, F.S.; revising which
local governments and economic development
organizations seeking to recruit businesses are
required to submit a specified report; creating s.
288.013, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
creating the Office of Rural Prosperity within the
Department of Commerce; requiring the Governor to
appoint a director, subject to confirmation by the
Senate; providing that the director reports to and
serves at the pleasure of the secretary of the
department; providing the duties of the office;

requiring the office to establish by a specified date
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a certain number of regional rural community liaison
centers across this state for a specified purpose;
providing the powers, duties, and functions of the
liaison centers; requiring each regional rural
community liaison center, to the extent possible, to
coordinate with certain entities; requiring the
liaison centers to engage with the Rural Economic
Development Initiative (REDI); requiring at least one
staff member of a liaison center to attend the monthly
REDI meetings in person or by means of electronic
communication; requiring the director of the office to
submit an annual report to the Administration
Commission within the Executive Office of the
Governor; specifying requirements for the annual
report; requiring that the annual report also be
submitted to the Legislature by a specified date and
published on the office’s website; requiring the
director of the office to attend the next
Administration Commission meeting to present detailed
information from the annual report; requiring the
Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability (OPPAGA) to evaluate the effectiveness
of the office and submit a report of its findings to
the Legislature by a certain date annually until a
specified date; requiring OPPAGA to submit its report
the office at specified intervals; requiring OPPAGA to
review certain strategies from other states; requiring
OPPAGA to submit a report of its findings to the

Legislature at certain intervals; creating s. 288.014,
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F.S.; providing legislative findings; requiring the
Office of Rural Prosperity to administer the
Renaissance Grants Program to provide block grants to
eligible communities; requiring the Office of Economic
and Demographic Research to certify to the Office of
Rural Prosperity certain information by a specified
date; defining the term “growth-impeded”; requiring
the Office of Economic and Demographic Research to
certify annually that a county remains growth-impeded
until such county has positive population growth for a
specified amount of time; providing that such county,
after 3 consecutive years of population growth, is
eligible to participate in the program for 1
additional year; requiring a county eligible for the
program to enter into an agreement with the Office of
Rural Prosperity in order to receive the block grant;
giving such counties broad authority to design their
specific plans; prohibiting the Office of Rural
Prosperity from determining how such counties
implement the block grant; requiring regional rural
community liaison center staff to provide assistance,
upon the county’s request; requiring participating
counties to report annually to the Office of Rural
Prosperity with certain information; providing that a
participating county receives a specified amount from
funds appropriated to the program, or an equal share
of the funds appropriated if the total of such
appropriated funds is insufficient to provide that

amount; requiring participating counties to make all
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attempts to limit the amount spent on administrative
costs; authorizing participating counties to
contribute other funds for block grant purposes;
requiring participating counties to hire and retain a
renaissance coordinator; providing that funds from the
block grant may be used to hire the renaissance
coordinator; providing the responsibilities of the
renaissance coordinator; requiring the regional rural
community liaison center staff to provide assistance
and training to the renaissance coordinator, upon
request; requiring participating counties to design a
plan to make targeted investments to achieve
population growth and increase economic vitality;
specifying requirements for such plans; requiring
participating counties to develop intergovernmental
agreements with certain entities in order to implement
the plan; requiring the Auditor General to conduct an
operational audit every 2 years for a specified
purpose; requiring the Office of Economic and
Demographic Research to provide an annual report on a
specified date of renaissance block grant recipients
by county; specifying requirements for the annual
report; requiring that the report be submitted to the
Legislature; providing that funds appropriated from
the program are not subject to reversion; providing
for expiration; creating s. 288.0175, F.S.; creating
the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant

Program within the Office of Rural Prosperity;

defining terms; requiring the office to contract with
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one or more smart technology lead organizations to
administer the grant program for a specified purpose;
providing the criteria for such contracts; requiring
that projects funded by the grant program be included
in the office’s annual report; amending s. 288.018,
F.S.; requiring the office, rather than the Department
of Commerce, to establish a grant program to provide
funding for regional economic development
organizations; revising who may apply for such grants;
providing that a grant award may not exceed a certain
amount in a year; providing exceptions to a provision
that the department may expend a certain amount for a
certain purpose; amending s. 288.019, F.S.; revising
the program criteria and procedures that agencies and
organizations of REDI are required to review; revising
the list of impacts each REDI agency and organization
must consider in its review; requiring REDI agencies
and organizations to develop a proposal for
modifications which minimizes the financial and
resource impacts to a rural community; requiring that
ranking of evaluation criteria and scoring procedures
be used only when ranking is a component of the
program; requiring that match requirements be waived
or reduced for rural communities; providing that
donations of land may be treated as in-kind matches;
requiring each agency and organization that applies
for or receives federal funding to request federal
approval to waive or reduce the financial match

requirements, if any, for projects in rural
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communities; requiring that proposals be submitted to
the office, rather than the department; requiring each
REDI agency and organization to modify rules or
policies as necessary to reflect the finalized
proposal; requiring that information about authorized
waivers be included on the office’s online rural
resource directory; requiring the rural liaison from
the related regional rural community liaison center
districts to assist the rural community to make waiver
or reduction requests; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 288.021, F.S.; requiring, when
practicable, the economic development liaison to serve
as the agency representative for REDI; amending s.
288.065, F.S.; defining the term “unit of local
government”; requiring the office to include in its
annual report certain information about the Rural
Community Development Revolving Loan Fund; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
288.0655, F.S.; revising the list of grants that may
be awarded by the office under the Rural
Infrastructure Fund; deleting the authorization for
local match requirements to be waived for a catalyst
site; revising the list of departments the office must
consult with to certify applicants; requiring the
office to include certain information about the Rural
Infrastructure Fund in its annual report; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
288.0656, F.S.; revising legislative intent; providing
legislative findings; providing that REDI is created
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within the Office of Rural Prosperity, rather than the
department; deleting the definitions of the terms
“catalyst project” and “catalyst site”; requiring that
an alternate for each designated deputy secretary be a
deputy secretary or higher-level staff person;
requiring that the names of such alternates be
reported to the director of the office; requiring at
least one rural liaison to participate in REDI
meetings; requiring REDI to meet at least each month;
deleting a provision that a rural area of opportunity
may designate catalyst projects; requiring REDI to
submit a certain report to the office, rather than to
the department; specifying requirements for such
report; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; making technical changes; repealing s. 288.06561,
F.S., relating to reduction or waiver of financial
match requirements; amending s. 288.0657, F.S.;
requiring the office, rather than the department, to
provide grants to assist rural communities; providing
that such grants may be used for specified purposes;
requiring the rural liaison to assist those applying
for such grants; providing that marketing grants may
include certain funding; amending s. 288.1226, F.S.;
revising required components of the 4-year marketing
plan of the Florida Tourism Industry Marketing
Corporation; repealing s. 288.12266, F.S., relating to
the Targeted Marketing Assistance Program; amending s.
288.9961, F.S.; revising the definition of the term

“underserved”; requiring the office to consult with
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regional rural community liaison centers on
development and update of a certain strategic plan;
requiring rural liaisons to assist rural communities
with providing assistance in coordination with the
regional rural community liaison centers; requiring
the office to submit reports with specified
information to the Governor and the Legislature within
certain timeframes; repealing s. 290.06561, F.S.,
relating to designation of rural enterprise zones as
catalyst sites; amending s. 319.32, F.S.; revising the
disposition of fees collected for certain title
certificates; amending s. 334.044, F.S.; revising the
powers and duties of the Department of Transportation;
amending s. 339.0801, F.S.; revising the allocation of
funds received in the State Transportation Trust Fund;
amending s. 339.2816, F.S.; requiring, rather than
authorizing, that certain funds received from the
State Transportation Trust Fund be used for the Small
County Road Assistance Program; requiring the
department to use other additional revenues for the
Small County Road Assistance Program; providing an
exception to the prohibition against funding capacity
improvements on county roads; amending s. 339.2817,
F.S.; revising the criteria that the Department of
Transportation must consider for evaluating projects
for County Incentive Grant Program assistance;
requiring the department to give priority to counties
located either wholly or partially within the

Everglades Agricultural Area and which request a
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specified percentage of project costs for eligible
projects; specifying a limitation on such requests;
providing for future expiration; amending s. 339.2818,
F.S.; deleting a provision that the funds allocated
under the Small County Outreach Program are in
addition to the Small County Road Assistance Program;
deleting a provision that a local government within
the Everglades Agricultural Area, the Peace River
Basin, or the Suwannee River Basin may compete for
additional funding; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; making a technical change; amending
s. 339.68, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
creating the Florida Arterial Road Modernization
Program within the Department of Transportation;
defining the term “rural community”; requiring the
department to allocate from the State Transportation
Trust Fund a minimum sum in each fiscal year to fund
the program; providing that such funding is in
addition to any other funding provided to the program;
providing criteria the department must use to
prioritize projects for funding under the program;
requiring the department to submit a report to the
Governor and the Legislature by a specified date;
requiring that such report be submitted every 2 years
thereafter; providing the criteria for such report;
requiring the Department of Transportation to allocate
additional funds to implement the Small County Road
Assistance Program and amend the tentative work

program for a specified number of fiscal years;
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291 requiring the department to submit a budget amendment 320 authorizing the department to consult with an eligible
292 before the adoption of the work program; requiring the 321 provider before distributing funds to make a certain
293 department to allocate sufficient funds to implement 322 determination; requiring an eligible provider to repay
294 the Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program; 323 to the department funds expended on unauthorized uses
295 requiring the department to amend the current 324 if revealed in an audit; requiring the department to
296 tentative work program for a specified number of 325 redistribute returned and repaid funds to other
297 fiscal years to include the program’s projects; 326 eligible providers; amending s. 381.402, F.S.;
298 requiring the department to submit a budget amendment 327 revising eligibility requirements for the Florida
299 before the implementation of the program; requiring 328 Reimbursement Assistance for Medical Education
300 that the revenue increases in the State Transportation 329 Program; revising the proof required to make payments
301 Trust Fund which are derived from the act be used to 330 for participation in the program; creating s. 381.403,
302 fund the work program; creating s. 341.0525, F.S.; 331 F.S.; providing legislative findings; creating the
303 creating a rural transit operating block grant program 332 Rural Access to Primary and Preventive Care Grant
304 to be administered by the Department of 333 Program within the Department of Health for a
305 Transportation; limiting rural transit block grant 334 specified purpose; defining terms; requiring the
306 funds to certain public transit providers; requiring 335 department to award grants under the program to
307 the annual allocation of certain funds from the State 336 physicians, physician assistants, and autonomous
308 Transportation Trust Fund for the program; providing 337 advanced practice registered nurses intending to open
309 for the distribution of funds to each eligible public 338 new practices or practice locations in qualifying
310 transit provider in at least a certain amount; 339 rural areas; specifying eligibility criteria for the
311 providing authorized uses of grant funds; prohibiting 340 grants; requiring the department, by a specified date,
312 state participation in certain costs above a specified 341 to create an application process for practitioners
313 percentage or amount; prohibiting an eligible provider 342 applying for grants under the program; specifying
314 from using block grant funds in a certain manner; 343 requirements for the application and application
315 providing an exception; prohibiting the state from 344 process; authorizing the department, subject to
316 giving a county more than a specified percentage of 345 specific appropriation, to award grants under the
317 available funds or a certain amount; providing 346 program; specifying limitations on the awarding of
318 eligibility requirements; requiring an eligible 347 grants; specifying expenses for which grant funds are
319 provider to return funds under certain circumstances; 348 authorized and prohibited; requiring the department to
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enter into a contract with each grant recipient;
specifying requirements for the contracts; authorizing
the department to adopt rules; requiring the
department, beginning on a specified date and annually
thereafter, to provide a report containing specified
information to the Governor and the Legislature;
providing for future legislative review and repeal of
the program; creating s. 381.9856, F.S.; creating the
Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and Education
Grant Program within the Department of Health;
specifying the purpose of the program; defining terms;
requiring the department to award grants under the
program to certain entities meeting specified
criteria; requiring the department to give priority to
certain applicants; limiting individual grants to a
specified amount per year; requiring grant recipients
to submit quarterly reports to the department;
requiring the department to monitor program
implementation and outcomes; requiring the department
to submit an annual report to the Governor and the
Legislature by a specified date; authorizing the
department to adopt rules; providing that
implementation is limited to the extent specifically
funded by legislative appropriation; providing for
future legislative review and repeal of the program;
amending s. 395.6061, F.S.; providing that rural
hospital capital improvement grant program funding may

be awarded to rural hospitals to establish mobile care

units and telehealth kiosks for specified purposes;
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defining terms; amending s. 420.9073, F.S.; revising
the calculation of guaranteed amounts distributed from
the Local Government Housing Trust Fund; reenacting
and amending s. 420.9075, F.S.; authorizing a certain
percentage of the funds made available in each county
and eligible municipality from the local housing
distribution to be used to preserve multifamily
affordable rental housing; specifying what such funds
may be used for; providing an expiration; amending s.
1001.451, F.S.; revising the services required to be
provided by regional consortium service organizations
when such services are found to be necessary and
appropriate by such organizations’ boards of
directors; revising the allocation that certain
regional consortium service organizations are eligible
to receive from the General Appropriations Act;
requiring each regional consortium service
organization to submit an annual report to the
Department of Education; requiring that unexpended
amounts in certain funds be carried forward; requiring
each regional consortium service organization to
provide quarterly financial reports to member
districts; requiring member districts to designate a
district to serve as a fiscal agent for certain
purposes; providing for compensation of the fiscal
agent district; requiring regional consortium service
organizations to retain all funds received from grants
or contracted services to cover indirect or

administrative costs associated with the provision of
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such services; requiring the regional consortium
service organization board of directors to determine
products and services provided by the organization;
requiring a regional consortium service organization
board of directors to recommend the establishment of
positions and appointments to a fiscal agent district;
requiring that personnel be employed under specified
personnel policies; authorizing the regional
consortium service organization board of directors to
recommend a salary schedule for personnel; authorizing
regional consortium service organizations to purchase
or lease property and facilities essential to their
operations; providing for the distribution of revenue
if a regional consortium service organization is
dissolved; deleting a provision requiring applications
for incentive grants; authorizing regional consortium
service organization boards of directors to contract
to provide services to nonmember districts; requiring
that a fund balance be established for specified
purposes; deleting a requirement for the use of
certain funds; authorizing a regional consortium
service organization to administer a specified
program; creating s. 1001.4511, F.S.; creating the
Regional Consortia Service Organization Supplemental
Services Program; providing the purpose of the
program; authorizing funds to be used for specified
purposes; requiring each regional consortium service
organization to report the distribution of funds

annually to the Legislature; providing for the
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carryforward of funds; creating s. 1009.635, F.S.;
establishing the Rural Incentive for Professional
Educators Program within the Department of Education;
requiring the program to provide financial assistance
for the repayment of student loans to eligible
participants who establish permanent residency and
employment in rural areas of opportunity; providing
eligibility requirements; providing that eligible
participants may receive up to a certain amount in
total student loan repayment assistance over a certain
timeframe; requiring the department to verify certain
information of participants in the program before it
disburses awards; providing that the program is
administered through the Office of Student Financial
Assistance within the department; requiring the
program to develop procedures and monitor compliance;
requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules
by a certain date; amending s. 1013.62, F.S.; revising
the calculation methodology used to determine the
amount of revenue that a school district must
distribute to each eligible charter school; amending
s. 1013.64, F.S.; revising conditions under which a
school district may receive funding on an approved
construction project; providing appropriations for
specified purposes; amending ss. 163.3187, 212.205,
257.191, 257.193, 265.283, 288.11621, 288.11631,
443.191, 571.26, and 571.265, F.S.; conforming cross-
references and provisions to changes made by the act;

reenacting s. 288.9935(8), F.S., relating to the
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465 Microfinance Guarantee Program, to incorporate the 494 and studies and surveys, to incorporate the amendment
466 amendment made to s. 20.60, F.S., in a reference 495 made to s. 288.0656, F.S., in a reference thereto;
467 thereto; reenacting ss. 125.0104(5) (c), 193.624(3), 496 reenacting s. 288.9962(7) (a), F.S., relating to the
468 196.182(2), 218.12(1), 218.125(1), 218.135(1), 497 Broadband Opportunity Program, to incorporate the
469 218.136(1), 252.35(2) (cc), 288.102(4), 403.064(16) (h), 498 amendment made to s. 288.9961, F.S., in a reference
470 589.08(2) and (3), and 1011.62(1) (f), F.S., relating 499 thereto; reenacting s. 215.211(1), F.S., relating to
471 to authorized uses of tourist development tax revenue; 500 service charges and elimination or reduction for
472 applicability of assessments of renewable energy 501 specified proceeds, to incorporate the amendment made
473 source devices; application of exemptions of renewable 502 to s. 319.32, F.S., in a reference thereto; reenacting
474 energy source devices; appropriations to offset 503 s. 339.66(5) and (6), F.S., relating to upgrades of
475 reductions in ad valorem tax revenue in fiscally 504 arterial highways with controlled access facilities,
476 constrained counties; offset for tax loss associated 505 to incorporate the amendment made to s. 339.68, F.S.,
477 with certain constitutional amendments affecting 506 in references thereto; reenacting ss. 420.9072(4) and
478 fiscally constrained counties; offset for tax loss 507 (6), 420.9076(7) (b), and 420.9079(2), F.S., relating
479 associated with reductions in value of certain citrus 508 to the State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program,
480 fruit packing and processing equipment; offset for ad 509 adoption of affordable housing incentive strategies
481 valorem revenue loss affecting fiscally constrained 510 and committees, and the Local Government Housing Trust
482 counties; Division of Emergency Management powers; 511 Fund, respectively, to incorporate the amendment made
483 one-to-one match requirement under the Supply Chain 512 to s. 420.9073, F.S., in references thereto; providing
484 Innovation Grant Program; applicability of provisions 513 an effective date.
485 related to reuse of reclaimed water; land acquisition 514
486 restrictions; and funds for operation of schools, 515| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
487 respectively, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 516
488 218.67, F.S., in references thereto; reenacting s. 517 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and paragraph
489 403.0741(6) (c), F.S., relating to grease waste removal 518 (c) of subsection (10) of section 20.60, Florida Statutes, are
490 and disposal, to incorporate the amendments made to 519 amended, and paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of that section is
491 ss. 218.67 and 339.2818, F.S., in references thereto; 520 reenacted, to read:
492 reenacting s. 163.3177(7) (e), F.S., relating to 521 20.60 Department of Commerce; creation; powers and duties.—
493 required and optional elements of comprehensive plans 522 (3) (a) The following divisions and offices of the
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Department of Commerce are established:
1. The Division of Economic Development.
The Division of Community Development.
The Division of Workforce Services.
The Division of Finance and Administration.
The Division of Information Technology.
The Office of the Secretary.
The Office of Rural Prosperity.

@0 ~J o U W

8. The Office of Economic Accountability and Transparency,
which shall:

a. Oversee the department’s critical objectives as
determined by the secretary and make sure that the department’s
key objectives are clearly communicated to the public.

b. Organize department resources, expertise, data, and
research to focus on and solve the complex economic challenges
facing the state.

c. Provide leadership for the department’s priority issues
that require integration of policy, management, and critical
objectives from multiple programs and organizations internal and
external to the department; and organize and manage external
communication on such priority issues.

d. Promote and facilitate key department initiatives to
address priority economic issues and explore data and identify
opportunities for innovative approaches to address such economic
issues.

e. Promote strategic planning for the department.

(5) The divisions within the department have specific

responsibilities to achieve the duties, responsibilities, and

goals of the department. Specifically:
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(a) The Division of Economic Development shall:

1. Analyze and evaluate business prospects identified by
the Governor and the secretary.

2. Administer certain tax refund, tax credit, and grant
programs created in law. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the department may expend interest earned from the
investment of program funds deposited in the Grants and
Donations Trust Fund to contract for the administration of those
programs, or portions of the programs, assigned to the
department by law, by the appropriations process, or by the
Governor. Such expenditures shall be subject to review under
chapter 216.

3. Develop measurement protocols for the state incentive
programs and for the contracted entities which will be used to
determine their performance and competitive value to the state.
Performance measures, benchmarks, and sanctions must be
developed in consultation with the legislative appropriations
committees and the appropriate substantive committees, and are
subject to the review and approval process provided in s.
216.177. The approved performance measures, standards, and
sanctions shall be included and made a part of the strategic
plan for contracts entered into for delivery of programs
authorized by this section.

4. Develop a 5-year statewide strategic plan. The strategic
plan must include, but need not be limited to:

a. Strategies for the promotion of business formation,
expansion, recruitment, and retention through aggressive
marketing, attraction of venture capital and finance

development, domestic trade, international development, and
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export assistance, which lead to more and better jobs and higher

wages for all geographic regions, disadvantaged communities, and

populations of the state, including rural areas, minority

businesses, and urban core areas.

b. The development of realistic policies and programs to

further the economic diversity of the state, its regions, and

their associated industrial clusters.

c. Specific provisions for the stimulation of economic

development and job creation in rural areas and midsize cities

and counties of the state, including strategies for rural

marketing and the development of infrastructure in rural areas.

d. Provisions for the promotion of the successful long-term

economic development of the state with increased emphasis in

market research and information.

e. Plans for the generation of foreign investment in the

state which create jobs paying above-average wages and which

result in reverse investment in the state, including programs

that establish viable overseas markets, assist in meeting the

financing requirements of export-ready firms, broaden

opportunities for international joint venture relationships, use

the resources of academic and other institutions, coordinate

trade assistance and facilitation services, and facilitate

availability of and access to education and training programs

that assure requisite skills and competencies necessary to

compete successfully in the global marketplace.

f. The identification of business sectors that are of

current or future importance to the state’s economy and to the

state’s global business image, and development of specific

strategies to promote the development of such sectors.

Page 21 of 138

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

words underlined are additions.

610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250

3-00228A-26 2026250

g. Strategies for talent development necessary in the state
to encourage economic development growth, taking into account
factors such as the state’s talent supply chain, education and
training opportunities, and available workforce.

h. Strategies and plans to support this state’s defense,
space, and aerospace industries and the emerging complementary
business activities and industries that support the development
and growth of defense, space, and aerospace in this state.

5. Update the strategic plan every 5 years.

6. Involve CareerSource Florida, Inc.; direct-support
organizations of the department; local governments; the general
public; local and regional economic development organizations;
other local, state, and federal economic, international, and
workforce development entities; the business community; and
educational institutions to assist with the strategic plan.

7. Coordinate with the Florida Tourism Industry Marketing
Corporation in the development of the 4-year marketing plan
pursuant to s. 288.1226(13).

8. Administer and manage relationships, as appropriate,
with the entities and programs created pursuant to the Florida
Capital Formation Act, ss. 288.9621-288.96255.

(10) The department shall, by November 1 of each year,
submit an annual report to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the
condition of the business climate and economic development in
the state.

(c) The report must incorporate annual reports of other
programs, including:

1. A detailed report of the performance of the Black
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639| Business Loan Program and a cumulative summary of quarterly 668| collected under this chapter, except taxes distributed to the
640 report data required under s. 288.714. 669 Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to subsections (1) and (2),
641 2. The Rural Feonomice Db lopment—TInitiats taptished 670 are subject to the service charge imposed in s. 215.20(1).
642| under—s—288-0656~+ 671| Before distribution pursuant to this section, the Department of
643 3— A detailed report of the performance of the Florida 672 Revenue shall deduct amounts necessary to pay the costs of the
644| Development Finance Corporation and a summary of the 673| collection and enforcement of the tax levied by this chapter.
645| corporation’s report required under s. 288.9610. 674| The costs and service charge may not be levied against any
646 3.4+~ Information provided by Space Florida under s. 675| portion of taxes pledged to debt service on bonds to the extent
647 331.3051 and an analysis of the activities and accomplishments 676| that the costs and service charge are required to pay any
648 of Space Florida. 677 amounts relating to the bonds. All of the costs of the
649 Section 2. Subsection (5) is added to section 163.3168, 678| collection and enforcement of the tax levied by this chapter and
650| Florida Statutes, to read: 679| service charge shall be available and transferred to the extent
651 163.3168 Planning innovations and technical assistance.— 680 necessary to pay debt service and any other amounts payable with
652 (5) When selecting applications for funding for technical 681 respect to bonds authorized before January 1, 2017, secured by
653| assistance, the state land planning agency shall give preference 682 revenues distributed pursuant to this section. All taxes
654 to local governments located in a rural area of opportunity as 683 remaining after deduction of costs shall be distributed as
655 defined in s. 288.0656. The state land planning agency shall 684 follows:
656| consult with the Office of Rural Prosperity when awarding 685 (4) After the required distributions to the Land
657 funding pursuant to this section. 686| Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) and
658 Section 3. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (4) of 687| deduction of the service charge imposed pursuant to s.
659 section 201.15, Florida Statutes, to read: 688 215.20(1), the remainder shall be distributed as follows:
660 201.15 Distribution of taxes collected.—All taxes collected 689 (i) A total of $30 million shall be paid to the credit of
661| under this chapter are hereby pledged and shall be first made 690| the State Transportation Trust Fund, which funds are exclusively
662| available to make payments when due on bonds issued pursuant to 691 for the use of the Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program
663 s. 215.618 or s. 215.619, or any other bonds authorized to be 692 as provided in s. 339.68.
664 issued on a parity basis with such bonds. Such pledge and 693 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
665| availability for the payment of these bonds shall have priority 694 202.18, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (b) of
666 over any requirement for the payment of service charges or costs 695 subsection (2) of that section is republished, to read:
667| of collection and enforcement under this section. All taxes 696 202.18 Allocation and disposition of tax proceeds.—The
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697| proceeds of the communications services taxes remitted under 726| local communications services taxes are distributed pursuant to
698 this chapter shall be treated as follows: 727 subsection (3).
699 (2) The proceeds of the taxes remitted under s. 728 Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
700 202.12 (1) (b) shall be allocated as follows: 729 212.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
701 (b) Fifty-five and nine-tenths percent of the remainder 730 212.20 Funds collected, disposition; additional powers of
702 shall be allocated to the state and distributed pursuant to s. 731 department; operational expense; refund of taxes adjudicated
703| 212.20(6), except that the proceeds allocated pursuant to s. 732| wunconstitutionally collected.—
704 212.20(6) (d)2.b. shall be prorated to the participating counties 733 (6) Distribution of all proceeds under this chapter and ss.
705 in the same proportion as that month’s collection of the taxes 734 202.18(1) (b) and (2) (b) and 203.01(1) (a)3. is as follows:
706 and fees imposed pursuant to chapter 212 and paragraph (1) (b). 735 (d) The proceeds of all other taxes and fees imposed
707 (c)l. After the distribution required under paragraph (b), 736| pursuant to this chapter or remitted pursuant to s. 202.18(1) (b)
708| the remainder Buring—eachecalendar—year—the remainingportion 737| and (2) (b) shall be distributed as follows:
709| ef—+theproeeeds shall be transferred to the Local Government 738 1. In any fiscal year, the greater of $500 million, minus
710| Half-cent Sales Tax Clearing Trust Fund and- nty—perecent—of 739| an amount equal to 4.6 percent of the proceeds of the taxes
711 weh—pr < Fatl—Je allocated in the same proportion as the 740 collected pursuant to chapter 201, or 5.2 percent of all other
712 allocation of total receipts of the half-cent sales tax under s. 741 taxes and fees imposed pursuant to this chapter or remitted
713 218.61 and the emergency distribution under s. 218.65 in the 742 pursuant to s. 202.18(1) (b) and (2) (b) shall be deposited in
714| prior state fiscal year. Thirty perecent—of such pr <! hatt 743| monthly installments into the General Revenue Fund.
715| be—distributed pursuvant—+ —218-67= 744 2. After the distribution under subparagraph 1., 8.9744
716 2. The proportion of the proceeds allocated based on the 745| percent of the amount remitted by a sales tax dealer located
717| emergency distribution under s. 218.65 shall be distributed 746| within a participating county pursuant to s. 218.61 shall be
718| pursuant to s. 218.65. 747| transferred in two parts:
719 3. In each calendar year, the proportion of the proceeds 748 a. The total amount of $50 million of the communications
720 allocated based on the half-cent sales tax under s. 218.61 shall 749 services taxes remitted pursuant to s. 202.18(1) (b) and (2) (b),
721 be allocated to each county in the same proportion as the 750 in any fiscal year, shall be distributed by the department by a
722 county’s percentage of total sales tax allocation for the prior 751 nonoperating transfer to the Department of Commerce in monthly
723| state fiscal year and distributed pursuant to s. 218.62. 752 installments to the Grants and Donations Trust Fund within the
724 4. The department shall distribute the appropriate amount 753| Department of Commerce for the Utility Relocation Reimbursement
725| to each municipality and county each month at the same time that 754| Grant Program created in s. 337.4031; and
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b. The remainder shall be transferred into the Local
Government Half-cent Sales Tax Clearing Trust Fund. Beginning
October 1, 2025, the amount to be transferred shall be reduced
by 0.1018 percent, and the department shall distribute this
amount to the Public Employees Relations Commission Trust Fund
less $5,000 each month, which shall be added to the amount
calculated in subparagraph 3. and distributed accordingly.

3. After the distribution under subparagraphs 1. and 2.,
0.0966 percent shall be transferred to the Local Government
Half-cent Sales Tax Clearing Trust Fund and distributed pursuant
to s. 218.65.

4. After the distributions under subparagraphs 1., 2., and
3., 2.0810 percent of the available proceeds shall be
transferred monthly to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for
Counties pursuant to s. 218.215.

5. After the distributions under subparagraphs 1., 2., and
3., 1.3653 percent of the available proceeds shall be
transferred monthly to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for
Municipalities pursuant to s. 218.215. If the total revenue to
be distributed pursuant to this subparagraph is at least as
great as the amount due from the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for
Municipalities and the former Municipal Financial Assistance
Trust Fund in state fiscal year 1999-2000, no municipality shall
receive less than the amount due from the Revenue Sharing Trust
Fund for Municipalities and the former Municipal Financial
Assistance Trust Fund in state fiscal year 1999-2000. If the
total proceeds to be distributed are less than the amount
received in combination from the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for

Municipalities and the former Municipal Financial Assistance
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Trust Fund in state fiscal year 1999-2000, each municipality
shall receive an amount proportionate to the amount it was due

in state fiscal year 1999-2000.

6. After the distributions required under subparagraphs 1.-

5., the greater of $50 million or 0.1412 percent of the

available proceeds shall be transferred in each fiscal year to

fiscally constrained counties pursuant to s. 218.67.

7. Of the remaining proceeds:

a. In each fiscal year, the sum of $29,915,500 shall be
divided into as many equal parts as there are counties in the
state, and one part shall be distributed to each county. The
distribution among the several counties must begin each fiscal
year on or before January 5th and continue monthly for a total
of 4 months. If a local or special law required that any moneys
accruing to a county in fiscal year 1999-2000 under the then-
existing provisions of s. 550.135 be paid directly to the
district school board, special district, or a municipal
government, such payment must continue until the local or
special law is amended or repealed. The state covenants with
holders of bonds or other instruments of indebtedness issued by
local governments, special districts, or district school boards
before July 1, 2000, that it is not the intent of this
subparagraph to adversely affect the rights of those holders or
relieve local governments, special districts, or district school
boards of the duty to meet their obligations as a result of
previous pledges or assignments or trusts entered into which
obligated funds received from the distribution to county
governments under then-existing s. 550.135. This distribution

specifically is in lieu of funds distributed under s. 550.135
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813| before July 1, 2000. 842| purposes provided in s. 288.11631(3).
814 b. The department shall distribute $166,667 monthly to each 843 d. The department shall distribute $15,333 monthly to the
815| applicant certified as a facility for a new or retained 844 State Transportation Trust Fund.
816| professional sports franchise pursuant to s. 288.1162. Up to 845 e. Beginning July 1, 2023, in each fiscal year, the
817 $41,667 shall be distributed monthly by the department to each 846| department shall distribute $27.5 million to the Florida
818| certified applicant as defined in s. 288.11621 for a facility 847| Agricultural Promotional Campaign Trust Fund under s. 571.26,
819 for a spring training franchise. However, not more than $416,670 848 for further distribution in accordance with s. 571.265.
820| may be distributed monthly in the aggregate to all certified 849 8.7+ All other proceeds must remain in the General Revenue
821| applicants for facilities for spring training franchises. 850 Fund.
822 Distributions begin 60 days after such certification and 851 Section 6. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
823| continue for not more than 30 years, except as otherwise 852 215.971, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
824| provided in s. 288.11621. A certified applicant identified in 853 215.971 Agreements funded with federal or state
825 this sub-subparagraph may not receive more in distributions than 854 assistance.—
826 expended by the applicant for the public purposes provided in s. 855 (1) An agency agreement that provides state financial
827 288.1162(5) or s. 288.11621(3). 856 assistance to a recipient or subrecipient, as those terms are
828 c. The department shall distribute up to $83,333 monthly to 857 defined in s. 215.97, or that provides federal financial
829 each certified applicant as defined in s. 288.11631 for a 858 assistance to a subrecipient, as defined by applicable United
830| facility used by a single spring training franchise, or up to 859| States Office of Management and Budget circulars, must include
831 $166,667 monthly to each certified applicant as defined in s. 860 all of the following:
832 288.11631 for a facility used by more than one spring training 861 (h)1. If the agency agreement provides federal or state
833| franchise. Monthly distributions begin 60 days after such 862 financial assistance to a county or municipality that is a rural
834 certification or July 1, 2016, whichever is later, and continue 863 community or rural area of opportunity as those terms are
835| for not more than 20 years to each certified applicant as 864| defined in s. 288.0656(2), a provision allowing the agency to
836| defined in s. 288.11631 for a facility used by a single spring 865| provide for the payment of invoices to the county, municipality,
837 training franchise or not more than 25 years to each certified 866 or rural area of opportunity as that term is defined in s.
838| applicant as defined in s. 288.11631 for a facility used by more 867 288.0656(2), for verified and eligible performance that has been
839| than one spring training franchise. A certified applicant 868| completed in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth
840| identified in this sub-subparagraph may not receive more in 869| in the agreement. This provision is not intended to require
841| distributions than expended by the applicant for the public 870| reimbursement to the county, municipality, or rural area of
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opportunity for invoices paid, but to allow the agency to

provide for the payment of invoices due. The agency shall

expedite such payment requests in order to facilitate the timely

payment of invoices received by the county, municipality, or

rural area of opportunity. This provision is included to

alleviate the financial hardships that certain rural counties

and municipalities encounter when administering agreements, and

must be exercised by the agency when a county or municipality

demonstrates financial hardship, to the extent that federal or

state law, rule, or other regulation allows such payments. This

paragraph may not be construed to alter or limit any other

provisions of federal or state law,

rule, or other regulation.

2. By August 1, 2027, and each year thereafter, each state

agency shall report to the Office of Rural Prosperity on the

implementation of this paragraph for the preceding fiscal year.

The Office of Rural Prosperity shall summarize the information

received pursuant to this paragraph in its annual report as

required in s. 288.013.

Section 7. Section 218.67, Florida

read:

Statutes, is amended to

218.67 Distribution for fiscally constrained counties.—

(1) Each county £hat—+ Areired

+ + =

TSN k|
Witharh—a—fgrar—ared
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288-0656—0r—ecach—ecounty for which the value of a mill will raise

no more than $10 $5 million in revenue,
value certified pursuant to s.
previous July 1, is sheldt—be considered

county.

based on the taxable

1011.62(4) (a)l.a., from the

a fiscally constrained

(2) Each fiscally constrained county government that
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in addition to its

regular monthly distribution provided under this part and any
emergency or supplemental distribution under s. 218.65.

(3) The amount to be distributed to each fiscally

constrained county shall be
Revenue at the beginning of

fiscal year’s sales and use
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year. The amount distributed shall be allocated based upon the
following factors:

(a) The contribution-to-revenue relati = it

raising

eapaeity factor for each participating county must equal 100

multiplied by a quotient, the numerator of which is the county’s

population and the denominator of which is the state sales and
use tax collections attributable to the county shail—be—+the
3134+ £ +h 13 11 + + + = l
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(b) The personal-income lteeal—-effort factor must equal a

quotient, the numerator of which is the median per capita

personal income of participating counties and the denominator of

which is the county’s per capita personal income shail—be—a
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(c) Each eligible county’s proportional allocation of the
total amount available to be distributed to all of the eligible
counties must shadd be in the same proportion as the sum of the
county’s two factors is to the sum of the two factors for all

eligible counties. The proportional rate computation must be

carried to the fifth decimal place, and the amount to distribute

to each county must be rounded to the nearest whole dollar

amount. The counties that are eligible to receive an allocation
under this subsection and the amount available to be distributed
to such counties do shai+ not include counties participating in
the phaseout period under subsection (4) or the amounts they
remain eligible to receive during the phaseout.

(4) For those counties that no longer qualify under the
requirements of subsection (1) after the effective date of this
act, there shall be a 2-year phaseout period. Beginning on July

1 of the year following the year in which the value of a mill

for that county exceeds $10 $5 million in revenue, the county
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shall receive two-thirds of the amount received in the prior
year, and beginning on July 1 of the second year following the
year in which the value of a mill for that county exceeds $10 $5
million in revenue, the county shall receive one-third of the
amount received in the last year that the county qualified as a
fiscally constrained county. Following the 2-year phaseout
period, the county is shald no longer be eligible to receive any
distributions under this section unless the county can be
considered a fiscally constrained county as provided in
subsection (1).

(5) (a) The revenues received under this section must be

allocated maybe—wused by a county to be used for the following

purposes:

1. Fifty percent for public safety, including salary

expenditures for law enforcement officers or correctional

officers, as those terms are defined in s. 943.10(1) and (2),

respectively, firefighters as defined in s. 633.102, and

emergency medical technicians or paramedics as those terms are
defined in s. 401.23.

2. Thirty percent for infrastructure needs.

3. Twenty percent for any public purpose.

(b) The revenues received under this section aay—publiie

PoEp 7 pt—that—such—= Frit may not be used to pay debt
service on bonds, notes, certificates of participation, or any
other forms of indebtedness.

Section 8. Present paragraphs (d) and (e) of subsection (7)
of section 288.001, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
paragraphs (e) and (f), respectively, and a new paragraph (d) is

added to that subsection, to read:
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987 288.001 The Florida Small Business Development Center 1016 Section 9. Section 288.007, Florida Statutes, is amended to
988| Network.— 1017 read:
989 (7) ADDITIONAL STATE FUNDS; USES; PAY-PER-PERFORMANCE 1018 288.007 Inventory of communities seeking to recruit
990 INCENTIVES; STATEWIDE SERVICE; SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS; BEST 1019| businesses.—By September 30 of each year, a county or
991 PRACTICES; ELIGIBILITY.— 1020| municipality that has a population of at least 25,000 or its
992 (d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), the 1021 local economic development organization, and each local
993| network shall use funds directly appropriated for the specific 1022| government within a rural area of opportunity as defined in s.
994 purpose of expanding service in rural communities as defined in 1023 288.0656 or its regional economic development organization as
995 s. 288.0656, in addition to any funds allocated by the network 1024 defined in s. 288.018 or other local economic development
996 from other sources. The network shall use the funds to develop 1025 organization, shall must submit to the department a brief
997 an activity plan focused on network consultants and resources in 1026 overview of the strengths, services, and economic development
998 rural communities. In collaboration with regional economic 1027 incentives that its community offers. The local government or
999 development organizations as defined in s. 288.018, the plan 1028 its +eeat economic development organization also shall must
1000| must provide for either full- or part-time consultants to be 1029 identify any industries that it is encouraging to locate or
1001| available for at least 20 hours per week in rural areas or to be 1030| relocate to its area. Unless otherwise required pursuant to this
1002 permanently stationed in rural areas. This may include 1031 section, a county or municipality having a population of 25,000
1003| establishing a circuit in specific rural locations to ensure the 1032| or less fewer or its +eeat economic development organization
1004 consultants’ availability on a regular basis. By using the funds 1033| seeking to recruit businesses may submit information as required
1005| to create a regular presence in rural areas, the network will 1034 in this section and may participate in any activity or
1006| strengthen community collaboration, raise awareness of available 1035| initiative resulting from the collection, analysis, and
1007 resources to provide opportunities for new business development 1036| reporting of the information to the department pursuant to this
1008| or existing business growth, and make professional experience, 1037 section.
1009 education, and business information available in these essential 1038 Section 10. Section 288.013, Florida Statutes, 1is created
1010| communities. The network may dedicate funds to facilitate local 1039| to read:
1011 or regional events that focus on small business topics, provide 1040 288.013 Office of Rural Prosperity.—
1012 consulting services, and leverage partner organizations, such as 1041 (1) The Legislature finds that the unique characteristics
1013| the regional economic development organizations, local workforce 1042| of the rural communities in this state are integral to making
1014 development boards as described in s. 445.007, and Florida 1043 Florida an attractive place to visit, work, and live. The
1015| College System institutions. 1044| Legislature further finds that fostering a prosperous rural
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economy and vibrant rural communities serves the best interests

of this state. Rural prosperity supports this state’s

infrastructure, housing, agricultural, and food-processing needs

and advances the overall health of Florida’s economy. It is

essential that rural areas be able to grow and thrive, whether

independently or through regional partnerships. To better serve

rural communities, and in recognition of the unique challenges

and opportunities they face, the Office of Rural Prosperity is

established to ensure that state efforts to support rural

Florida are coordinated, focused, and effective.

(2) The Office of Rural Prosperity is created within the

Department of Commerce to support rural communities by helping

rural stakeholders navigate available programs and resources and

by representing rural interests across state government.

(3) The Governor shall appoint a director to lead the

office, subject to confirmation by the Senate. The director

shall report to the secretary of the department and shall serve

at the pleasure of the secretary.

(4) The office shall do all of the following:

(a) Serve as the state’s point of contact for rural local

governments.
(b) Administer the Rural Economic Development Initiative

(REDI) pursuant to s. 288.0656.

(c) Provide training and technical assistance to rural

local governments on a broad range of community and economic

development activities. The training and technical assistance

may be offered using communications technology or in person. In

addition, the office shall post a recorded training and

technical assistance video to the office’s website which covers
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all of the required topics. The training and technical

assistance must include, at a minimum, the following topics:

1. How to access state and federal resources, including

training on the online rural resource directory required under

paragraph (d).

2. Best practices for comprehensive planning, economic

development, and land development in rural communities.

3. Strategies to address staffing shortages and strengthen

management functions in rural local governments.

4. Requirements of, and updates on recent changes to, the

Community Planning Act under s. 163.3161.

5. Updates on other recent state and federal laws affecting

rural local governments.

(d) Create and maintain an online rural resource directory

to serve as an interactive tool for users to navigate state and

federal resources, tools, and services available to rural local

governments. The office shall ensure the directory is regularly

updated and, to the greatest extent possible, includes current

information on programs, resources, and services that address

the needs of rural communities in all areas of governance. Each

state agency shall routinely provide information and updates to

the office to support maintenance of the directory. The

directory must allow users to search by indicators, such as

agency name, resource type, or topic, and include a notification

feature that alerts users when new or updated resources are

available. To the greatest extent possible, the directory must

identify any financial match requirements associated with listed

programs.

(5) (a) By October 1, 2026, the office shall establish and
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provide staff for seven regional rural community liaison centers

across this state to provide specialized in-person state support

to rural local governments located in rural areas of opportunity

as defined in s. 288.0656. The department shall, by rule, divide

the state into seven regions and assign a liaison center to each

region. Each liaison center shall serve the local governments

within its geographic area and shall be staffed with at least

two full-time department employees. At a minimum, each liaison

center has the following powers and duties:

1. Assist local governments in planning and achieving goals

related to local or regional growth, economic development, and

rural prosperity.

2. Facilitate access to state and federal resources,

including grants, loans, and other available assistance.

3. Advise local governments on available program waivers,

including financial match waivers or reductions for projects

using state or federal funds through REDI under s. 288.0656.

4. Coordinate technical assistance needs with the

department and other state or federal agencies.

5. Promote model ordinances, policies, and strategies

related to economic development.

6. Assist local governments with regulatory and reporting

compliance requirements.

(b) To the greatest extent possible, each regional rural

community liaison center shall coordinate with local and

regional governmental entities, regional economic development

organizations as defined in s. 288.018, and other appropriate

entities to establish a network that fosters community-driven

solutions promoting viable and sustainable rural communities.

Page 39 of 138

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250

3-00228A-26 2026250

(c) Each regional rural community liaison center shall

regularly engage with REDI established in s. 288.0656, and at

least one staff member from each liaison center shall attend the

monthly REDI meeting, either in person or by means of electronic

(6) By Decempber 1, 2026, and each year thereafter, the

director of the office shall submit to the Administration

Commission within the Executive Office of the Governor a written

report describing the office’s operations and accomplishments

for the preceding year. The report must include the REDI report

required by s. 288.0656(8). In consultation with the Department

of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the office shall also

include in the annual report recommendations for policies,

programs, and funding initiatives to further support the needs

of rural communities in this state. The office shall also submit

the annual report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives by December 1 of each year and

publish it on the office’s website. At the next scheduled

meeting of the Administration Commission following submission of

the report, the director shall, in person, present detailed

information from the report required under this subsection.

(7) (a) The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government

Accountability (OPPAGA) shall evaluate the effectiveness of the

office and submit a report of its findings, including any

recommended policy or statutory changes, to the President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

December 15, 2027, and each year thereafter through 2029.

Beginning in 2032, the report must be submitted every 3 years.

(b) OPPAGA shall review strategies implemented by other
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1161 states for rural community preservation, enhancement, and 1190| Rural Prosperity which counties are growth-impeded. For the
1162 revitalization and evaluate their effectiveness and potential 1191 purposes of this section, the term “growth-impeded” means a
1163 applicability in this state. OPPAGA shall submit a report of its 1192 county that, as of the most recent population estimate, has
1164 findings to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 1193| experienced a declining population over the previous 10 years.
1165 House of Representatives by December 15, 2028, and every 5 years 1194| After the initial certification, the Office of Economic and
1166 thereafter. 1195 Demographic Research shall annually certify whether the county
1167 Section 11. Section 288.014, Florida Statutes, is created 1196 remains growth-impeded, until the office certifies the county
1168 to read: 1197 has had 3 consecutive years of population growth. Upon such
1169 288.014 Renaissance Grants Program.— 1198 certification of population growth, the county remains eligible
1170 (1) The Legislature finds that it has historically provided 1199 for the program for 1 additional year to prepare for the end of
1171 programs to assist rural communities with economic development 1200| block grant funding.
1172| and to enhance their ability to attract businesses and that, by 1201 (3) (a) Each participating county shall enter into an
1173| providing that extra component of economic viability, rural 1202 agreement with the Office of Rural Prosperity to receive block
1174 communities are able to attract new businesses and grow existing 1203 grant funds. Counties have broad authority to design their
1175| ones. However, the Legislature further finds that a subset of 1204 specific plan to achieve population growth consistent with this
1176 rural communities has decreased in population over the past 1205 section. The Office of Rural Prosperity may not determine the
1177 decade, contributing to a decline in local business activity and 1206| manner in which a county implements its plan. However, regional
1178| economic development. The Legislature therefore determines that 1207 rural community liaison center staff shall provide assistance in
1179 state assistance must evolve to support these communities in 1208 developing the county’s plan, upon the county’s request.
1180| achieving the foundation necessary for economic viability. The 1209 (b) Each participating county shall submit an annual report
1181 intent of the Renaissance Grants Program is to reverse economic 1210| to the Office of Rural Prosperity detailing program activities,
1182| deterioration in such rural communities by retaining and 1211 intergovernmental agreements, and other information as required
1183| attracting residents by giving them a reason to stay, which will 1212| by the office.
1184 stimulate natural economic growth, business opportunities, and 1213 (c) FEach participating county shall receive $1 million from
1185 improved quality of life. 1214 the funds appropriated to the program, or an equal share of the
1186 (2) The Office of Rural Prosperity within the department 1215| funds appropriated if insufficient to provide that amount.
1187 shall administer the Renaissance Grants Program to provide block 1216| Counties shall make all attempts to limit expenses for
1188 grants to eligible counties. By October 1, 2026, the Office of 1217 administrative costs, consistent with the need for prudent
1189| Economic and Demographic Research shall certify to the Office of 1218| management and accountability in the use of public funds.
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Counties may supplement the block grant with other funding

sources, including local, state, or federal grants, and may seek

public or private contributions or in-kind support to advance

program activities.

(4) (a) Each participating county shall hire and retain a

renaissance coordinator, who may be funded from block grant

proceeds. The renaissance coordinator is responsible for:

1. Ensuring that block grant funds are used as provided in

this section;

2. Coordinating with other local governments, school

boards, Florida College System institutions, and other partners;

and

3. Reporting as necessary to the state, including

information necessary pursuant to subsection (7).

(b) The Office of Rural Prosperity regional rural community

liaison center staff shall, upon request, provide assistance and

training to the renaissance coordinator to support successful

implementation of the block grant.

(5) Each participating county shall design a plan for

targeted community investments designed to achieve population

growth and increase the economic vitality. The plan must include

the following key features for use of the state support:

(a) Technology centers located within schools or on school

premises, administered by the local school board, providing

extended hours and access for students.

(b) Facilities that colocate adult day care with child care

facilities. The site-sharing facilities must be managed to also

encourage interaction between generations and increase the

health and well-being of younger and older participants, reduce
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social isolation, and create cost and time efficiencies for

working families. The regional rural community liaison center

staff of the Office of Rural Prosperity shall, upon request,

assist the county with bringing recommendations to the Rural

Economic Development Initiative or the appropriate state agency

to streamline all required state permits, licenses, regulations,

or other requirements.

(c) Technology labs operated in partnership with the

nearest Florida College System institution or a career center

under s. 1001.44. Repurposed vacant industrial sites or existing

office space must be given priority in the selection of lab

locations. Each local technology lab must be staffed and open

for extended hours with the capacity to provide:

1. Access to trainers and equipment necessary for earning

certificates or online degrees in technology;

2. Hands-on assistance in securing remote work

opportunities; and

3. Studio space equipped for remote technology-based work

available for graduates and other qualifying residents.

Participating counties may determine which residents receive

priority access. Collaboration with community partners,

including the local workforce development board as described in

s. 445.007, to provide training opportunities, in-kind support

such as transportation to and from the lab, financing of

equipment for in-home use, or basic maintenance of such

equipment is required.

(6) In addition to hiring a renaissance coordinator, each

participating county shall develop intergovernmental agreements

for shared responsibilities with its municipalities, school
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1277| board, and Florida College System institution or career center 1306| automation to improve public infrastructure by increasing
1278 and enter into necessary contracts with providers and community 1307 efficiency, enhancing public services, and promoting sustainable
1279| partners in order to implement the plan. 1308| development.
1280 (7) (a) Every 2 years, beginning in 2027, the Auditor 1309 (b) “Rural area of opportunity” has the same meaning as in
1281| General shall conduct an operational audit as defined in s. 1310| s. 288.0656.
1282 11.45 of each county’s grant activities. 1311 (c) “Smart region” means a geographic area that uses
1283 (b) On December 15, 2027, and every year thereafter, the 1312| technology and innovative ideas to improve the quality of life
1284 Office of Economic and Demographic Research shall submit a 1313 for its citizens by addressing regional challenges through
1285| report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 1314 collaboration among government, businesses, and communities.
1286 House of Representatives summarizing renaissance block grant 1315 (d) “Smart technology lead organization” means a not-for-
1287 recipients by county. The report must provide key economic 1316| profit corporation organized under s. 501 (c) (3) of the Internal
1288| indicators that measure progress in reversing long-term trends 1317| Revenue Code which has been in existence for at least 3 years
1289 in the county. The Office of Rural Prosperity shall, upon 1318 and specializes in smart region planning.
1290 request, provide any data necessary to complete the report. 1319 (3) (a) The Office of Rural Prosperity shall contract with
1291 (8) Notwithstanding s. 216.301, funds appropriated for the 1320| one or more smart technology lead organizations to administer
1292 purposes of this section are not subject to reversion. 1321 the grant program for the purpose of deploying public
1293 (9) This section expires June 30, 2041. 1322 infrastructure smart technology in rural communities. Under such
1294 Section 12. Section 288.0175, Florida Statutes, is created 1323 contracts, the smart technology lead organization shall award
1295| to read: 1324| grants to counties and municipalities located within a rural
1296 288.0175 Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant 1325| area of opportunity for eligible public infrastructure smart
1297 Program.— 1326| technology projects.
1298 (1) The Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant 1327 (b) Each contract must specify deliverables, reporting
1299| Program is established within the Office of Rural Prosperity 1328 requirements, timeframes, and any other term the office deems
1300| within the department to fund and support public infrastructure 1329| necessary. At a minimum, the contract must require the smart
1301 smart technology projects in communities located in rural areas 1330| technology lead organization to:
1302| of opportunity, subject to legislative appropriation. 1331 1. Collaborate with counties and municipalities in rural
1303 (2) As used in this section, the term: 1332| areas of opportunity to identify cost-effective smart technology
1304 (a) “Public infrastructure smart technology” means systems 1333 solutions for improving public services and infrastructure.
1305| or applications that use connectivity, data analytics, or 1334 2. Provide technical assistance to counties and
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municipalities located in rural areas of opportunity in

developing public infrastructure smart technology project plans.

3. Facilitate connections between rural communities and

other entities, including companies and regional partners to

maximize the impact of funded projects.

(4) The Office of Rural Prosperity shall include a summary

of projects funded under this section in its annual report
required by s. 288.013(6).

Section 13. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section
288.018, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
288.018 Regional Rural Development Grants Program.—

(1) (a) For the purposes of this section, the term “regional

economic development organization” means an economic development

organization located in or contracted to serve a rural area of

99 0656(2) ()
g =zt .

opportunity, as defined in s. 288.0656
(b) Subject to appropriation, the Office of Rural
Prosperity department shall establish a grant program to provide

funding to regional economic development organizations for the

purpose of building the professional capacity of those
organizations. Building the professional capacity of a regional
economic development organization includes hiring professional
staff to develop, deliver, and provide needed economic
development professional services, including technical
assistance, education and leadership development, marketing, and
project recruitment. Grants may also be used by a regional
economic development organization to provide technical
assistance to local governments, local economic development
organizations, and existing and prospective businesses.

(c) A regional economic development organization may apply
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annually to the office department for a grant. The office
department 1s authorized to approve, on an annual basis, grants
to such regional economic development organizations. The office

may award a maximum amount of $50,000 in a year to an

organization may—= 4 ta—an ar—witt—e—$505060, or

$250,000 each to fer any three regional economic development
organizations that serve an entire region of a rural area of
opportunity designated pursuant to s. 288.0656(7) if they are
recognized by the office department as serving such a region.

(2) In approving the participants, the office department
shall require the following:

(a) Documentation of official commitments of support from
each of the units of local government represented by the
regional organization.

(b) Demonstration that the organization is in existence and
actively involved in economic development activities serving the
region.

(c) Demonstration of the manner in which the organization
is or will coordinate its efforts with those of other local and
state organizations.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in the General
Appropriations Act, the office department may expend up to
$750,000 each fiscal year from funds appropriated te—the Rurat

L+
G

B Topment—R Iving—toan—Fund for the purposes
outlined in this section.

Section 14. Section 288.019, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

288.019 Rural considerations in grant review and evaluation

processes; financial match waiver or reduction.—
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(1) Notwithstanding any other law, and to the fullest
extent possible, each agency and organization £he—member

agenet and—erganizatiens of the Rural Economic Development
Initiative (REDI) as defined in s. 288.0656 s+—288-0656(6){a)
shall review:

(a) All grant and loan application evaluation criteria and
scoring procedures to ensure the fullest access for rural
communities eeuwnties as defined in s. 288.0656 5288065642} to

resources available throughout this ke state; and

(b) The financial match requirements for projects in rural

communities.
(2)43)» Each REDI agency and organization shall consider the

impact on and ability of rural communities to meet and be

competitive under such criteria, scoring, and requirements. Upon

review, each REDI agency and organization shall rewiew—aid

stuatien—and-secoringpr S ard develop a proposal for
modifications to those procedures which minimize the financial

and resource impact to a rural community, including waiver or

reduction of any required financial match requirements impaet—ef

a + N
TPEST +

3 1

(a)+42)» Evaluation criteria and scoring procedures must

provide for an appropriate ranking, when ranking is a component

of the program, based on the proportionate impact that projects
have on a rural area when compared with similar project impacts
on an urban area. Additionally,

43> evaluation criteria and scoring procedures must
recognize the disparity of available fiscal resources for an

equal level of financial support from an urban county or

municipality and a rural county or municipality.
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+&)> The evaluation criteria must shewdd weight contribution
in proportion to the amount of funding available at the local
level.

(b) Match requirements must be waived or reduced for rural

communities. When appropriate, an in-kind match must sheutd be

allowed and applied as a financial match when a rural community

county 1s experiencing economic fimaneial distress as defined in

R L R L T e AL =
+ foral N IS + it N £+

B = e Eaae—b serecrtage—pote et £
teoss—eof itsad aterembs Donations of land, though usually

not recognized as an in-kind match, may be treated as such. As

appropriate, each agency and organization that applies for or

receives federal funding must request federal approval to waive

or reduce the financial match requirements, if any, for projects

in rural communities.

(3) 4 For istingprograms; The proposal developed under

subsection (2) medified atuation—eriteria—and e
procedure must be submitted delivered to the Office of Rural
Prosperity department for distribution to the REDI agencies and
organizations. The REDI agencies and organizations shall review

and make comments and recommendations that—Future—rutes,

ul + o = 3 =i 3 +
programsy atuatieneriteria——and ringp¥ mastE—b
b hit ot RENDT + 3 £ 3 = S a
e b e o e o R B R e e
¥ mmendation—te allow rural communities eewnties fuller access

to the state’s resources.

(4) Each REDI agency and organization shall ensure that

related administrative rules or policies are modified, as

necessary, to reflect the finalized proposal and that

information about the authorized waiver or reduction is included
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1451 in the online rural resource directory of the Office of Rural 1480 (b) For purposes of this section, the term “unit of local
1452 Prosperity required in s. 288.013(4) (d). 1481| government” means any of the following:
1453 (5) The rural liaison from the related regional rural 1482 1. A county within—eeunties with a population pepuiatiens
1454 community liaison center district shall assist the rural 1483 of 75,000 or less. £ r—or—within an
1455| community to make waiver or reduction requests. 1484 2. A county with a population of 125,000 or less fewer
1456 Section 15. Subsection (3) is added to section 288.021, 1485| which is contiguous to a county with a population of 75,000 or
1457| Florida Statutes, to read: 1486| less. fewer
1458 288.021 Economic development liaison.— 1487 3. A municipality within a county described in subparagraph
1459 (3) When practicable, the staff member appointed as the 1488 1. or subparagraph 2.
1460 economic development liaison shall also serve as the agency 1489 4. A county or municipality within a rural area of
1461 representative for the Rural Economic Development Initiative 1490 opportunity designated under s. 288.0656.
1462 pursuant to s. 288.0656. 1491
1463 Section 16. Section 288.065, Florida Statutes, is amended 1492 For purposes of this paragraph, population is determined in
1464 to read: 1493 accordance with the most recent official estimates pursuant to
1465 288.065 Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund.— 1494 s. 186.901 and must include those residing in incorporated and
1466 (1) The Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund 1495 unincorporated areas of a county—based—eon—themost—r A
1467 Program is established within the Office of Rural Prosperity 1496 £fieial population timate asdeterminedunder 5186001
1468| department to facilitate the use of existing federal, state, and 1497| “neludingthose residing inincorporatedarcas—andthese
1469 local financial resources by providing local governments with 1498 resting in unincorporated—aresn £tk SRty —or—teo—unit £
1470| financial assistance to further promote the economic viability 1499| Jdeeat—y rRReRE—oF Aomie—d Lopmert—organizatien
1471| of rural communities. These funds may be used to finance 1500 wbstantialty underwritten by aunitof lecal s ramert—within
1472 initiatives directed toward maintaining or developing the 1501 a—rural—area—of opportunity.
1473| economic base of rural communities, especially initiatives 1502 (c)4b)» Requests for loans must shadd be made by application
1474| addressing employment opportunities for residents of these 1503| to the office department. Loans must shald be made pursuant to
1475 communities. 1504 agreements specifying the terms and conditions agreed to between
1476 (2) (a) The program shall provide for long-term loans, loan 1505 the applicant and the office department. The loans are shalli—be
1477| guarantees, and loan loss reserves to units of local 1506| the legal obligations of the applicant.
1478 governments, or economic development organizations substantially 1507 (d)+4e> All repayments of principal and interest must shaid
1479| underwritten by a unit of local government.s 1508| Dbe returned to the loan fund and made available for loans to
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1509| other applicants. However, in a rural area of opportunity 1538| investment, and the strengthening and diversification of rural
1510 designated under s. 288.0656 by—theGeverrmeor, and upon approval 1539 economies by promoting tourism, trade, and economic development.
1511| by the office department, repayments of principal and interest 1540| Grants under this program may be awarded to a unit of local
1512| may be retained by the applicant if such repayments are 1541| government within a rural area of opportunity or a rural
1513| dedicated and matched to fund regionally based economic 1542 community as those terms are defined in s. 288.0656 or to a
1514| development organizations representing the rural area of 1543| regional economic development organization, a unit of local
1515| opportunity. 1544| government, or an economic development organization
1516 (3) The office department shall manage the fund, 1545 substantially underwritten by a unit of local government for an
1517 establishing loan practices that must include, but are not 1546 infrastructure project located within an unincorporated area
1518 limited to, procedures for establishing loan interest rates, 1547 that has a population of 15,000 or less, has been in existence
1519 uses of funding, application procedures, and application review 1548 for 100 years or more, is contiguous to a rural community, and
1520| procedures. The office has department—shaltl—ha final approval 1549| has been adversely affected by a natural disaster or presents a
1521 authority for any loan under this section. 1550 unigque economic development opportunity of regional impact.
1522 (4) Notwithstanding the—provisien £ s. 216.301, funds 1551 (2) (a) Funds appropriated by the Legislature must shaltdt be
1523| appropriated for this loan fund may purpese—shatt not be subject 1552| distributed by the office department through grant programs that
1524 to reversion. 1553 maximize the use of federal, local, and private resources,
1525 (5) The office shall include in its annual report required 1554 including, but not limited to, those available under the Small
1526| under s. 288.013 detailed information about the fund, including 1555| Cities Community Development Block Grant Program.
1527 loans made during the previous fiscal year, loans active, loans 1556 (b) To facilitate access of rural communities and rural
1528| terminated or repaid, and the amount of funds not obligated as 1557| areas of opportunity as defined by the Rural Economic
1529| of 14 days before the date the report is due. 1558| Development Initiative to infrastructure funding programs of the
1530 Section 17. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section 1559 Federal Government, such as those offered by the United States
1531 288.0655, Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (6) is 1560 Department of Agriculture and the United States Department of
1532| added to that section, to read: 1561| Commerce, and state programs, including those offered by Rural
1533 288.0655 Rural Infrastructure Fund.— 1562 Economic Development Initiative agencies, and to facilitate
1534 (1) There is created within the Office of Rural Prosperity 1563| 1local government or private infrastructure funding efforts, the
1535| department the Rural Infrastructure Fund to facilitate the 1564| office department may award grants for up to 75 percent of the
1536| planning, preparing, and financing of infrastructure projects in 1565| total infrastructure project cost, or up to 100 percent of the
1537 rural communities which will encourage job creation, capital 1566| total infrastructure project cost for a project located in a
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rural community as defined in s. 288.0656(2) which is also
located in a fiscally constrained county as defined in s.
218.67(1) or a rural area of opportunity as defined in s.
288.0656(2) . Eligible uses of funds may include improving any
inadequate infrastructure that has resulted in regulatory action
that prohibits economic or community growth and reducing the
costs to community users of proposed infrastructure improvements
that exceed such costs in comparable communities. Eligible uses
of funds include improvements to public infrastructure for
industrial or commercial sites and upgrades to or development of
public tourism infrastructure. Authorized infrastructure may
include the following public or public-private partnership
facilities: storm water systems; telecommunications facilities;
roads or other remedies to transportation impediments; nature-
based tourism facilities; or other physical requirements
necessary to facilitate tourism, trade, and economic development
activities in the community. Authorized infrastructure may also
include publicly or privately owned self-powered nature-based
tourism facilities, publicly owned telecommunications
facilities, and additions to the distribution facilities of the
existing natural gas utility as defined in s. 366.04(3) (c), the
existing electric utility as defined in s. 366.02, or the
existing water or wastewater utility as defined in s.
367.021(12), or any other existing water or wastewater facility,
which owns a gas or electric distribution system or a water or
wastewater system in this state when:

1. A contribution-in-aid of construction is required to
serve public or public-private partnership facilities under the

tariffs of any natural gas, electric, water, or wastewater
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utility as defined herein; and

2. Such utilities as defined herein are willing and able to
provide such service.

(c) The office department may award grants of up to
$300,000 for infrastructure feasibility studies, design and

engineering activities, or other infrastructure planning and

preparation or site readiness activities. Site readiness

expenses may include clearing title, surveys, permitting,

environmental studies, and regulatory compliance costs. Grants

awarded under this paragraph may be used in conjunction with
grants awarded under paragraph (b). In evaluating applications
under this paragraph, the office department shall consider the
extent to which the application seeks to minimize administrative
and consultant expenses.

(d) The office department shall participate in a memorandum
of agreement with the United States Department of Agriculture
under which state funds available through the Rural
Infrastructure Fund may be advanced, in excess of the prescribed
state share, for a project that has received from the United
States Department of Agriculture a preliminary determination of
eligibility for federal financial support. State funds in excess
of the prescribed state share which are advanced pursuant to

this paragraph and the memorandum of agreement must shaltt be

reimbursed when funds are awarded under an application for
federal funding.

(e) To enable local governments to access the resources
available pursuant to s. 403.973(17), the office department may
award grants for surveys, feasibility studies, and other

activities related to the identification and preclearance review
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1625 of land which is suitable for preclearance review. Authorized 1654 of subsection (7), and subsection (8) of section 288.0656,
1626| grants under this paragraph may not exceed $75,000 each, except 1655| Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1627 in the case of a project in a rural area of opportunity, in 1656 288.0656 Rural Economic Development Initiative.—
1628| which case the grant may not exceed $300,000. Any funds awarded 1657 (1) (a) Recognizing that rural communities and regions
1629| wunder this paragraph must be matched at a level of 50 percent 1658| continue to face extraordinary challenges in their efforts to
1630| with local funds, except that any funds awarded for a project in 1659| significantly improve their economies, specifically in terms of
1631| a rural area of opportunity do not require a match of local 1660| personal income, job creation, average wages, and strong tax
1632 funds. £ —ean—eppiication for funding is for aeatalystsite;—= 1661| bases, it is the intent of the Legislature to encourage and
1633| defined—in—s+—288-0656—+the requirementfor tocalmatch may b 1662| facilitate the—Zteecation—and parsieonr—eofmaier economic
1634 retved—pursuant—to—the p¥ s—in—s5-—288-06561- In evaluating 1663 development projects ef—signaifieant at+e 1in such rural
1635 applications under this paragraph, the office department shall 1664 communities. The Legislature finds that rural communities are
1636| consider the extent to which the application seeks to minimize 1665| the essential conduits for the economy’s distribution supply,
1637 administrative and consultant expenses. 1666| manufacturing supply, and food supply.
1638 (3) The office department, in consultation with the 1667 (b) The Rural Economic Development Initiative, known as
1639| Department of Transportation Fleride—TeurismIndustry Marketing 1668 “REDI,” is created within the Office of Rural Prosperity
1640| €erporatieon, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the 1669| department, and all thepartiecipatien—of state and regional
1641 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, as 1670 agencies listed in paragraph (6) (a) shall participate in this
1642| appropriate, shall review and certify applications pursuant to 1671 initiative is—autherized.
1643 s. 288.061. The review must include an evaluation of the 1672 (2) As used in this section, the term:
1644| economic benefit and long-term viability. The office has 1673 e —CatatystproFeet’ smeans —a busin tocating—or
1645| department—shalt—have final approval for any grant under this 1674 panding i o ruralarca—of opportunity—+ ¥ a5t Aot
1646| section. 1675| gererater eof regional—significan for—the growthof a—regional
1647 (6) The office shall include in its annual report required 1676| <+target—industry—eluster—The profeetmustprovid sttt
1648| under s. 288.013 detailed information about the fund, including 1677 et tment—on—a ate—significant—enough to—affeet—th At
1649| grants made for the year, grants active, grants terminated or 1678| <region—andresult—in—thed lopment—of high-wage—andhigh-skill
1650 complete, and the amount of funds not obligated as of 14 days 1679| Jebs~+
1651| before the date the report is due. 1680 o Catatyst—site’ means—a parecel—or pareets—of tand
1652 Section 18. Subsection (1), paragraphs (a), (b), and (e) of 1681 +ehin—ea—rural area—of opportunity that has been prieritired =
1653| subsection (2), subsections (3) and (6), paragraphs (b) and (c) 1682| a—geographt ite—for romie—d lopment—throughpartnership
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(c)+4e} “Rural community” means:

1. A county with a population of 75,000 or less fewer.

2. A county with a population of 125,000 or less fewer
which is contiguous to a county with a population of 75,000 or
less fewer.

3. A municipality within a county described in subparagraph
1. or subparagraph 2.

4. An unincorporated federal enterprise community or an
incorporated rural city with a population of 25,000 or less
fewer and an employment base focused on traditional agricultural
or resource-based industries, located in a county not defined as
rural, which has at least three or more of the economic distress
factors identified in paragraph (a) +e} and verified by the

Office of Rural Prosperity departmernt.

For purposes of this paragraph, population must shait be
determined in accordance with the most recent official estimate
pursuant to s. 186.901.

(3) REDI shall be responsible for coordinating and focusing
the efforts and resources of state and regional agencies on the

problems which affect the fiscal, economic, and community

viability of Florida’s aomiecally distr d rural
communities, working with local governments, community-based
organizations, and private organizations that have an interest
in the growth and development of these communities to find ways

to balance environmental and growth management issues with local
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needs.

(6) (a) By August 1 of each year, the head of each of the
following agencies and organizations shall designate a deputy
secretary or higher-level staff person from within the agency or
organization to serve as the REDI representative for the agency
or organization:

1. The Department of Transportation.

The Department of Environmental Protection.

The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
The Department of State.

The Department of Health.

The Department of Children and Families.

The Department of Corrections.

o J o U Ww N

The Department of Education.

9. The Department of Juvenile Justice.

10. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

11. Each water management district.

12. CareerSource Florida, Inc.

13. VISIT Florida.

14. The Florida Regional Planning Council Association.

15. The Agency for Health Care Administration.

16. The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS).
(b) An alternate for each designee must shedd also be

chosen, who must also be a deputy secretary or higher-level

staff person, and the names of the designees and alternates must

shatt be reported sent to the director of the Office of Rural

Prosperity. At least one rural liaison from each regional rural

community liaison center must participate in the REDI meetings

£ £ C
retar E= RIS E
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(c) REDI shall meet at least each month but may meet more

frequently if necessary. Each REDI representative, or his or her

designee, shall be physically present or available by means of

electronic communication for each meeting.

(d)+4B)» Each REDI representative shall must have
comprehensive knowledge of his or her agency’s functions, both
regulatory and service in nature, and of the state’s economic
goals, policies, and programs. This person shall be the primary
point of contact for his or her agency with REDI on issues and

projects relating to romieatty—distressed rural communities

and with regard to expediting project review, shall ensure a
prompt effective response to problems arising with regard to
rural issues, and shall work closely with the other REDI
representatives in the identification of opportunities for

preferential awards of program funds, contractual or other

agreement provisions which meet the requirements of s. 215.971,

and allowances and waiver of program requirements when necessary

to encourage and facilitate rural growth, including, but not

limited to, lerg—termpriwvate capital investment and job

creation.

(e)4e> The REDI representatives shall work with REDI in the

review and evaluation of statutes and rules for adverse impact
on rural communities and the development of alternative
proposals to mitigate that impact.

(f)+4e&)» Each REDI representative shall be responsible for
ensuring that each district office or facility of his or her
agency is informed gquarterly about the Rural Economic
Development Initiative and for providing assistance throughout

the agency in the implementation of REDI activities.
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(7)

(b) Designation as a rural area of opportunity under this
subsection is shald—be contingent upon the execution of a
memorandum of agreement among the Office of Rural Prosperity

department; the governing body of the county; and the governing

bodies of any municipalities to be included within a rural area
of opportunity. Such agreement must shedd specify the terms and
conditions of the designation, including, but not limited to,
the duties and responsibilities of the county and any
participating municipalities to take actions designed to
facilitate the retention and expansion of existing businesses in

the area, as well as the recruitment of new businesses to the

area.

(ey B 1 + e + PR +

e r—bBaoeh—rurat——area—ofopportunt oy —aeSTaRa aEat
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(8) REDI shall submit a report to the Office of Rural
Prosperity department on all REDI activities for the previous
fiscal year as a supplement to the office’s department’s annual
report required under s. 288.013 s+—26-66. This supplementary
report must include:

(a) A status report on every project alt—prejeets currently
being coordinated through REDI;y the number of preferential
awards and allowances made pursuant to this section in detail by

award, allowance, or match type;s+ the dollar amount of such
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awards;+ and the names of the recipients.
(b) A description of all waivers of program requirements

granted, including a list by program of each waiver that was

granted. If waivers were requested but were not granted, a list

of ungranted waivers, including reasons why the waivers were not

granted, must be included.

(c) Detailed information as to the economic impact of the
projects coordinated by REDI.

(d) Recommendations based on the review and evaluation of
statutes and rules having an adverse impact on rural communities
and proposals to mitigate such adverse impacts.

(e) Legislative recommendations for statutory waivers or

reductions of specified economic development or other program

requirements, including financial match waivers or reductions,

for applicants within rural areas of opportunity.

(f) Outcomes of proposals submitted pursuant to s. 288.019.
Section 19. Section 288.06561, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 20. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
288.0657, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

288.0657 Florida rural economic development strategy
grants.—

(2) The Office of Rural Prosperity shall provide department

forpreviding grants to assist rural communities to develop and
implement strategic economic development plans. Grants may be

provided to assist with costs associated with marketing a site

to business and site selectors for an economic development

project that is part of an economic development plan, either as
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part of funding to develop and implement a plan or related to an

already adopted plan.

(3) A rural community, an economic development organization
in a rural area, or a regional organization representing at
least one rural community or such economic development

organizations may apply for such grants. The rural liaison for

the rural community shall assist those applying for such grants.
(4) The office department shall establish criteria for

reviewing grant applications. These criteria must shadd include,

but are not limited to, the degree of participation and
commitment by the local community and the application’s
consistency with local comprehensive plans or the application’s

proposal to ensure such consistency. Grants for marketing may

include funding for advertising campaign materials and costs

associated with meetings, trade missions, and professional

development related to site preparation and marketing. The
office department shall review each application for a grant. The

a £ £ + h| £ +h £ £ +hat funpd

acparcmentmay apPPpE SEranrEsS—oRTy ¢t =223 teRt—tRatTaRas—aft
iotead £ K o ey the T i ol o+

appropriagtea—for reh—grants—L the—ftegistatur

Section 21. Paragraph (a) of subsection (13) of section
288.1226, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

288.1226 Florida Tourism Industry Marketing Corporation;
use of property; board of directors; duties; audit.—

(13) FOUR-YEAR MARKETING PLAN.—

(a) The corporation shall, in collaboration with the
department, develop a 4-year marketing plan. At a minimum, the
marketing plan must discuss the following:

1. Continuation of overall tourism growth in this state.

2. Expansion to new or under-represented tourist markets.
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and loyal tourist markets.

4. Coordination of efforts with county destination

marketing organizations, other local government marketing

groups, privately owned attractions and destinations, and other

private sector partners to create a seamless, four-season

advertising campaign for the state

and its regions.

5. Development of innovative techniques or promotions to

build repeat visitation by targeted segments of the tourist

population.

6. Consideration of innovative sources of state funding for

tourism marketing.

7. Promotion of nature-based tourism, including, but not

limited to, promotion of the Florida Greenways and Trails System

as described under s. 260.014 and the Florida Shared-Use

Nonmotorized Trail Network as described under s. 339.81.

8. Coordination of efforts with the Office of Greenways and

Trails of the Department of Environmental Protection and the

department to promote and assist local communities, including,

but not limited to, communities designated as trail towns by the

Office of Greenways and Trails, to

maximize use of nearby trails

as economic assets, including specific promotion of trail-based

tourism.

9. Promotion of heritage tourism.

10. Development of a component to address emergency

response to natural and manmade disasters from a marketing

standpoint.

11. Provision of appropriate marketing assistance resources

to small, rural, and agritourism businesses located in this

state. Such resources may include,

but are not limited to,
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marketing plans, marketing assistance, promotional support,

media development, technical expertise, marketing advice,

technology training, and social marketing support.

Section 22. Section 288.12266,

Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 23. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) and paragraphs

(a), (b), and (c) of subsection (4)

of section 288.9961, Florida

Statutes, are amended, and subsection (6) is added to that

section, to read:

288.9961 Promotion of broadband adoption; Florida Office of

Broadband.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(f) “Underserved” means a geographic area of this state in

which there is no provider of broadband Internet service that

offers a connection to the Internet

with a capacity for

transmission at a consistent speed of at least 100 megabits per

second downstream and at least 20 +6 megabits per second

upstream.

(4) FLORIDA OFFICE OF BROADBAND.—The Florida Office of

Broadband is created within the Division of Community

Development in the department for the purpose of developing,

marketing, and promoting broadband Internet services in this

state. The office, in the performance of its duties, shall do

all of the following:

(a) Create a strategic plan that has goals and strategies

for increasing and improving the availability of, access to, and

use of broadband Internet service in this state. In development

of the plan, the department shall incorporate applicable federal

broadband activities, including any

efforts or initiatives of
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1915| the Federal Communications Commission, to improve broadband 1944| eeunties in identifying and providing assistance, in
1916| Internet service in this state. The plan must identify available 1945| coordination with the regional rural community liaison centers
1917 federal funding sources for the expansion or improvement of 1946| within the Office of Rural Prosperity, with applying for federal
1918| broadband. The strategic plan must be submitted to the Governor, 1947| grants for broadband Internet service.
1919 the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 1948 (c) Provide technical and planning assistance to rural
1920| Representatives by June 30, 2022. The strategic plan must be 1949| communities in coordination with the regional rural community
1921| wupdated biennially thereafter. The plan must include a process 1950| liaison centers within the Office of Rural Prosperity.
1922| to review and verify public input regarding transmission speeds 1951 (6) BROADBAND REPORTING.—
1923| and availability of broadband Internet service throughout this 1952 (a) The office shall submit to the Governor, the President
1924 state. The office shall consult with each regional rural 1953 of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a
1925 community liaison center within the Office of Rural Prosperity 1954 quarterly report detailing the implementation of broadband
1926| on the development and update of the plan. 1955| activities in rural, unserved, and underserved communities. Such
1927 (b) Build and facilitate local technology planning teams or 1956 information must be listed by county and include the amount of
1928| partnerships with members representing cross-sections of the 1957 state and federal funds allocated to and expended in the county
1929| community, which may include, but are not limited to, 1958| by program; the progress toward deploying broadband in the
1930 representatives from the following organizations and industries: 1959 county; any technical assistance provided; the activities of the
1931 libraries, K-12 education, colleges and universities, local 1960 local technology planning teams and partnerships; and the
1932| health care providers, private businesses, community 1961 fulfillment of all other duties of the office required by this
1933| organizations, economic development organizations, local 1962| part.
1934 governments, tourism, parks and recreation, and agriculture. The 1963 (b) By December 31 of each year, the office shall submit to
1935| 1local technology planning teams or partnerships shall work with 1964| the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
1936 rural communities to help the communities understand their 1965 the House of Representatives an annual report on the office’s
1937 current broadband availability, locate unserved and underserved 1966| operations and accomplishments for that calendar year and the
1938 businesses and residents, identify assets relevant to broadband 1967 status of broadband Internet service access and use in this
1939 deployment, build partnerships with broadband service providers, 1968 state. The report must also incorporate the quarterly reports on
1940| and identify opportunities to leverage assets and reduce 1969| rural, unserved, and underserved communities required by
1941| Dbarriers to the deployment of broadband Internet services in the 1970| paragraph (a).
1942 community. The teams or partnerships must be proactive in rural 1971 Section 24. Section 290.06561, Florida Statutes, is
1943| communities as defined in s. 288.0656 fisealtd astrained 1972 repealed.
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1973 Section 25. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 2002 increased revenues to the State Transportation Trust Fund
1974 319.32, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 2003| derived from the amendments to s. 319.32(5) (a) made by s. 11,
1975 319.32 Fees; service charges; disposition.— 2004 chapter 2012-128, Laws of Florida, #£his—aet must be used
1976 (5) (a) Forty-seven dollars of each fee collected, except 2005 annually, first as set forth in paragraph (a) subseetien—3+)» and
1977 for fees charged on a certificate of title for a motor vehicle 2006 then as set forth in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) subseetiens
1978 for hire registered under s. 320.08(6), for each applicable 2007| AH2+—4)>, notwithstanding any other provision of law:
1979| original certificate of title and each applicable duplicate copy 2008 (a)l.43H+a)> Beginning in the 2013-2014 fiscal year and
1980| of a certificate of title shall be deposited as follows: inte 2009| annually for 30 years thereafter, $10 million shall be for the
1981 the—State TransportationFrustFund-—Peposits—te—the—Stat 2010| purpose of funding any seaport project identified in the adopted
1982 TFraasportation Trust Fund pursuant teo this paragraph may net 2011 work program of the Department of Transportation, to be known as
1983 d—S$200—mittion—in—any fiseat ar—and—from—an Ileetion 2012 the Seaport Investment Program.
1984 in £ that—eameount—during—the fiseal e 2013 2.4k} The revenues may be assigned, pledged, or set aside
1985 1. The first $30 million collected shall be deposited into 2014 as a trust for the payment of principal or interest on revenue
1986| the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund;+ and 2015| bonds, or other forms of indebtedness issued by an individual
1987 2. Any remaining collections shall be paid into the State 2016| port or appropriate local government having jurisdiction
1988 Transportation Trust Gemeral-Revenwe Fund. 2017 thereof, or collectively by interlocal agreement among any of
1989 Section 26. Subsection (40) is added to section 334.044, 2018| the ports, or used to purchase credit support to permit such
1990| Florida Statutes, to read: 2019| borrowings. Alternatively, revenue bonds shall be issued by the
1991 334.044 Powers and duties of the department.—The department 2020 Division of Bond Finance at the request of the Department of
1992 shall have the following general powers and duties: 2021 Transportation under the State Bond Act and shall be secured by
1993 (40) To provide technical assistance and support from the 2022 such revenues as are provided in this subsection.
1994| appropriate district of the department to counties that are not 2023 3.4e) Revenue bonds or other indebtedness issued hereunder
1995| 1located in a metropolitan planning organization created pursuant 2024| are not a general obligation of the state and are secured solely
1996 to s. 339.175. 2025| by a first lien on the revenues distributed under this
1997 Section 27. Section 339.0801, Florida Statutes, is amended 2026 subsection.
1998 to read: 2027 4.4y The state covenants with holders of the revenue bonds
1999 339.0801 Allocation of increased revenues derived from 2028| or other instruments of indebtedness issued pursuant to this
2000| amendments to s. 319.32(5) (a) byebh+—2012-3128.— 2029| subsection that it will not repeal this subsection; nor take any
2001 (1) The first $200 million of funds that result from 2030 other action, including but not limited to amending this
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2031 subsection, that will materially and adversely affect the rights 2060| funds shall be used annually for transportation projects within
2032 of such holders so long as revenue bonds or other indebtedness 2061 this state for existing or planned strategic transportation
2033 authorized by this subsection are outstanding. 2062 projects which connect major markets within this state or
2034 5.4e} The proceeds of any revenue bonds or other 2063| between this state and other states, which focus on job
2035 indebtedness, after payment of costs of issuance and 2064 creation, and which increase this state’s viability in the
2036| establishment of any required reserves, shall be invested in 2065| national and global markets.
2037| projects approved by the Department of Transportation and 2066 (2) The remaining funds that result from increased revenue
2038| included in the department’s adopted work program, by amendment 2067| to the State Transportation Trust Fund derived pursuant to s.
2039| if necessary. As required under s. 11(f), Art. VII of the State 2068| 319.32(5) (a) must be used annually, notwithstanding any other
2040 Constitution, the Legislature approves projects included in the 2069 law, beginning in the 2026-2027 fiscal year and annually
2041| department’s adopted work program, including any projects added 2070| thereafter, for the Small County Road Assistance Program as
2042 to the work program by amendment under s. 339.135(7). 2071 prescribed in s. 339.2816.
2043 6.4£)> Any revenues that are not used for the payment of 2072 (3)+45)» Pursuant to s. 339.135(7), the department shall
2044| bonds as authorized by this subsection may be used for purposes 2073| amend the work program to add the projects provided for in this
2045| authorized under the Florida Seaport Transportation and Economic 2074 section.
2046 Development Program. This revenue source is in addition to any 2075 Section 28. Subsection (3) and paragraph (a) of subsection
2047| amounts provided for and appropriated in accordance with ss. 2076 (4) of section 339.2816, Florida Statutes, are amended, and
2048 311.07 and 320.20(3) and (4). 2077 paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of that section is reenacted, to
2049 (b)+42)» Beginning in the 2013-2014 fiscal year and annually 2078| read:
2050| thereafter, $10 million shall be transferred to the 2079 339.2816 Small County Road Assistance Program.—
2051| Transportation Disadvantaged Trust Fund, to be used as specified 2080 (3) Beginning with fiscal year 1999-2000—wuntil—fisecal—year
2052| in s. 427.0159. 2081 2689-2018—and beginning agatnr—with fiseal ar 2012-2013, uwp—te
2053 (c)43)» Beginning in the 2013-2014 fiscal year and annually 2082 $25 million annually from the State Transportation Trust Fund
2054| thereafter, $10 million shall be allocated to the Small County 2083| must mey be used for the purposes of funding the Small County
2055 Outreach Program to be used as specified in s. 339.2818. These 2084 Road Assistance Program as described in this section. In
2056| funds are in addition to the funds provided for the program 2085| addition, beginning with the fiscal year 2026-2027, the
2057| pursuant to s. 201.15(4) (a)l. 2086| department must use the additional revenues allocated by s.
2058 (d)+44)» After the distributions required pursuant to 2087 339.0801 for the program.
2059 paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) b tieons—(1)—3), the remaining 2088 (4) (a) Small counties shall be eligible to compete for
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2089| funds that have been designated for the Small County Road 2118| enhance, or create economic benefits;
2090| Assistance Program for resurfacing or reconstruction projects on 2119 (b) The likelihood that assistance would enable the project
2091 county roads that were part of the county road system on June 2120 to proceed at an earlier date than the project could otherwise
2092 10, 1995. Capacity improvements on county roads are shalt not be 2121| proceed;
2093| eligible for funding under the program unless a safety issue 2122 (c) The extent to which assistance would foster innovative
2094 exists or the department finds it necessary to widen existing 2123| public-private partnerships and attract private debt or equity
2095| lanes as part of a resurfacing or reconstruction project. 2124 investment;
2096 (c) The following criteria must be used to prioritize road 2125 (d) The extent to which the project uses new technologies,
2097 projects for funding under the program: 2126 including intelligent transportation systems, which enhance the
2098 1. The primary criterion is the physical condition of the 2127 efficiency of the project;
2099 road as measured by the department. 2128 (e) The extent to which the project enhances connectivity
2100 2. As secondary criteria the department may consider: 2129| Dbetween rural agricultural areas and market distribution
2101 a. Whether a road is used as an evacuation route. 2130| centers;
2102 b. Whether a road has high levels of agricultural travel. 2131 (f) The extent to which the project helps to maintain or
2103 c. Whether a road is considered a major arterial route. 2132| protect the environment; and
2104 d. Whether a road is considered a feeder road. 2133 (9)+4£r The extent to which the project includes
2105 e. Whether a road is located in a fiscally constrained 2134 transportation benefits for improving intermodalism and safety.
2106 county, as defined in s. 218.67(1). 2135 (6) Beginning in the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the department
2107 f. Other criteria related to the impact of a project on the 2136 shall give priority to a county located, either wholly or
2108| public road system or on the state or local economy as 2137| partially, within the Everglades Agricultural Area as defined in
2109 determined by the department. 2138 s. 373.4592(15) which, notwithstanding subsection (4), requests
2110 Section 29. Subsection (3) of section 339.2817, Florida 2139 100 percent of the project costs for an eligible project that
2111 Statutes, 1s amended, and subsection (6) is added to that 2140 meets the criteria established in subsection (3). Requests under
2112 section, to read: 2141 this subsection are limited to $15 million annually. This
2113 339.2817 County Incentive Grant Program.— 2142 subsection expires July 1, 2032.
2114 (3) The department shall must consider, but is not limited 2143 Section 30. Subsections (1), (2), (3), (6), (7), and (8) of
2115| to, the following criteria for evaluation of projects for County 2144 section 339.2818, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
2116 Incentive Grant Program assistance: 2145 339.2818 Small County Outreach Program.—
2117 (a) The extent to which the project will encourage, 2146 (1) There is created within the department ef
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2147| Franmspertatien the Small County Outreach Program. The purpose of 2176| AgrieuvlturatArea—asdefined—ins5+3793-4592{15)+the Peace River
2148| this program is to assist small county governments in repairing 2177| Basinr—er—the Suwann River Basinma mpete—for additienal
2149 or rehabilitating county bridges, paving unpaved roads, 2178 fundingusing—th riterigtistedin paragraph {4+t —at—up—=
2150| addressing road-related drainage improvements, resurfacing or 2179 106—pereent—of projeet £ A—Stat 2 wrty—roads—used
2151 reconstructing county roads, or constructing capacity or safety 2180| primarityasfarm—to-market arections—betweenrurat
2152 improvements to county roads. 2181 agrievtturat—earcas—and market—distributieon rEerSy Tudineg
2153 (2) For the purposes of this section, the term “small 2182 apactty—impr meRrt—project
2154 county” means any county that has a population of 200,000 or 2183 Section 31. Section 339.68, Florida Statutes, is amended to
2155 less as determined by the most recent official population census 2184 read:
2156 determination estimate pursuant to s. 186.901. 2185 (Substantial rewording of section.
2157 3)—Funds—atlocated underthis program;—pursuant—= —4 2186 See s. 339.68, F.S., for present text.)
2158 h—2000-257—TFaw £ Fleorida,——are—inaddition—to—any fund 2187 339.68 Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program.—
2159 wrevidedpursuant—teo s 3392816 for the Smallt County Reoad 2188 (1) The Legislature finds that increasing demands continue
2160 Assistarn Prografms 2189 to be placed on rural arterial roads in this state by a fast-
2161 (5)46)> Funds paid into the State Transportation Trust Fund 2190| growing economy, continued population growth, and increased
2162 pursuant to ss. 201.15, 320.072, and 339.0801 s=—=28+-35 for the 2191 tourism. Investment in the rural arterial roads of this state is
2163| purposes of the Small County Outreach Program are hereby 2192 needed to maintain the safety, mobility, reliability, and
2164| annually appropriated for expenditure to support the Small 2193| resiliency of the transportation system in order to support the
2165 County Outreach Program. 2194| movement of people, goods, and commodities; to enhance economic
2166 (6)+4#» Subject to a specific appropriation in addition to 2195| prosperity and competitiveness; and to enrich the quality of
2167 funds annually appropriated for projects under this section, a 2196| 1life of the rural communities and the environment of this state.
2168| municipality within a rural area of opportunity or a rural area 2197 (2) The Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program is
2169| of opportunity community designated under s. 288.0656(7) (a) may 2198 created within the department to make capacity and safety
2170| compete for the additional project funding using the criteria 2199| improvements to two-lane arterial roads or connect existing
2171 listed in subsection (3) +4% at up to 100 percent of project 2200 arterial roads located in rural communities. For purposes of
2172 costs, excluding capacity improvement projects. 2201| this section, the term “rural community” has the same meaning as
2173 8 wbieet—to—a speeific appropriationin additien—+ 2202| in s. 288.0656.
2174 funds—appropriated for projects—under—thi tion—aJtoeal 2203 (3) Beginning in the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the department
2175| & rament—either—whell r—partiatty—withinthe Everglad 2204 shall allocate from the State Transportation Trust Fund a
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minimum of $50 million in each fiscal year for purposes of

funding the program. This funding is in addition to any other

funding provided to the program by any other law.

(4) The department shall use the following criteria to

prioritize projects for funding under the program:

(a) Whether the road has documented safety concerns or

requires additional safety and design improvements. This may be

evidenced by the number of fatalities or crashes per vehicle

mile traveled.

(b) Whether the road has or is projected to have a

significant amount of truck tractor traffic as determined by the

department. For purposes of this paragraph, the term “truck

tractor” has the same meaning as in s. 320.01(11).

(c) Whether the road is used to transport agricultural

products and commodities from a farm to the market or other sale

or distribution point.

(d) Whether the road is used to transport goods to or from

warehouses, distribution centers, or intermodal logistics

centers as defined in s. 311.101(2).

(e) Whether the road is used as an evacuation route.

(f) Whether the physical condition of the road meets

department standards.

(g) Whether the road currently has, or is projected to have

within the next 5 years, a level of service of D, E, or F.

(h) Any other criteria related to the impact of a project

on the public road system or on the state or local economy as

determined by the department.

(5) By January 3, 2028, and every 2 years thereafter, the

department shall submit to the Governor, the President of the
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Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report

regarding the use and condition of arterial roads located in

rural communities, which report must include all of the

following:

(a) A map of roads located in rural communities which are

designated as arterial roads.

(b) A needs assessment that must include, but is not

limited to, consideration of infrastructure improvements to

improve capacity on arterial roads in rural communities.

(c) A synopsis of the department’s project prioritization

process.

(d) An estimate of the local and state economic impact of

improving capacity on

arterial roads in rural communities.

(e) A listing of the arterial roads and the associated

improvements to be included in the program and a schedule or

timeline for the inclusion of such projects in the work program.

Section 32. (1)

The Department of Transportation shall

allocate the additional funds provided by this act to implement

the Small County Road Assistance Program as created by s.

339.2816, Florida Statutes, and amend the current tentative work

program for the 2026-2027 through 2032-2033 fiscal years to

include additional projects. In addition, before adoption of the

work program, the department shall submit a budget amendment

pursuant to s. 339.135(7), Florida Statutes, requesting budget

authority necessary to implement the additional projects.

(2) The department shall allocate sufficient funds to

implement the Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program as

created by s. 339.68,

Florida Statutes, develop a plan to expend

the revenues as specified in s. 339.68, Florida Statutes, and,
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before its adoption, amend the current tentative work program
for the 2026-2027 through 2032-2033 fiscal years to include the

program’s projects. In addition, before adoption of the work

program, the department shall submit a budget amendment pursuant

to s. 339.135(7), Florida Statutes, requesting budget authority

necessary to implement the program as specified in s. 339.68,

Florida Statutes.

(3) Notwithstanding any other law, the increase in revenue

to the State Transportation Trust Fund derived from the

amendments to ss. 201.15 and 319.32, Florida Statutes, made by

this act and deposited into the trust fund pursuant to ss.

201.15 and 339.0801, Florida Statutes, must be used by the

department to fund the programs as specified in this section.

Section 33. Section 341.0525, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

341.0525 Rural transit operating block grant program;

administration; eligible projects.—

(1) There is created a rural transit operating block grant

program to be administered by the department. Rural transit

block grant funds are available only to public transit providers

not eligible to receive public transit block grants pursuant to
s. 341.052.

(2) At least $3 million must be allocated annually from the

State Transportation Trust Fund for the program. At least

$20,000 must be distributed to each eligible provider if

application of the following formula provides less than that

amount for any such provider:

(a) One-third must be distributed according to the

percentage that an eligible provider’s nonurbanized county
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population in the most recent year official population estimate

pursuant to s. 186.901 is of the total population of all

counties served by eligible providers.

(b) One-third must be distributed according to the

percentage that the total nonurbanized revenue miles provided by

an eligible provider, as verified by the most recent National

Transit Database report or a similar audited report submitted to

the department, is of the total rural revenue miles provided by

eligible providers in the state in that year.

(c) One-third must be distributed according to the

percentage that the total nonurbanized passengers carried by an

eligible provider, as verified by the most recent National

Transit Database report or a similar audited report submitted to

the department, is of the total number of passengers carried by

eligible providers in the state in that year.

(3) Grant funds must be used to pay public transit

operating costs. State participation in such costs may not

exceed 50 percent of such costs or an amount equal to the total

revenue, excluding farebox, charter, and advertising revenue and

federal funds, received by the provider for operating costs,

whichever amount is less.

(4) (a) An eligible provider may not use block grant funds

to supplant local tax revenues made available to such provider

for operations in the previous year; however, the Secretary of

Transportation may waive this provision for public transit

providers located in a county recovering from a state of

emergency declared pursuant to part I of chapter 252.

(b) The state may not give any county more than 39 percent

of the funds available for distribution under this section or
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more than the amount local revenue sources provide to that

county for its transit system.

(5) To remain eligible to receive funding under the

program, eligible providers must comply with s. 341.071 (1) and
(2) .

(6) (a) Any funds distributed to an eligible provider

pursuant to subsection (2) which cannot be expended within the

limitations of the program must be returned to the department

for redistribution to other eligible providers.

(b) The department may consult with an eligible provider,

before distributing funds to that provider, to determine whether

the provider can expend its total block grant within the

limitations of the program. If the department and the provider

agree that the total block grant amount cannot be expended, the

provider may agree to accept a block grant amount of less than

the total amount, in which case the funds that exceed such

lesser agreed-upon amount must be redistributed to other

eligible providers.

(c) If an audit reveals that an eligible provider expended

block grant funds on unauthorized uses, the provider must repay

to the department an amount equal to the funds expended for

unauthorized uses. The department shall redistribute such

repayments to other eligible providers.

Section 34. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
381.402, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (h) is
added to subsection (2) of that section, to read:

381.402 Florida Reimbursement Assistance for Medical
Education Program.—

(2) The following licensed or certified health care
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practitioners are eligible to participate in the program:

(h) Medical doctors or doctors of osteopathic medicine who

are board certified or board eligible in emergency medicine and

employed by or under contract with a rural hospital as defined

in s. 395.602(2) (b) or a rural emergency hospital as defined in

s. 395.607(1) (a) to provide medical care in the rural hospital’s

or rural emergency hospital’s emergency department.

Primary care medical specialties for physicians include
obstetrics, gynecology, general and family practice, geriatrics,
internal medicine, pediatrics, psychiatry, and other specialties
which may be identified by the Department of Health.

(3) From the funds available, the Department of Health
shall make payments as follows:

(b) All payments are contingent on continued proof of:

l.a. Primary care practice in a rural hospital as defined
in s. 395.602(2) (b) or an underserved area designated by the
Department of Health, provided the practitioner accepts Medicaid
reimbursement if eligible for such reimbursement; e=

b. Emergency medicine practice in a rural hospital as

defined in s. 395.602(2) (b) or rural emergency hospital as

defined in s. 395.607(1) (a), provided the practitioner accepts

Medicaid reimbursement if eligible for such reimbursement; or

c. For practitioners other than physicians, practice in
other settings, including, but not limited to, a nursing home
facility as defined in s. 400.021, a home health agency as
defined in s. 400.462, or an intermediate care facility for the
developmentally disabled as defined in s. 400.960. Any such

setting must be located in, or serve residents or patients in,
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an underserved area designated by the Department of Health and
must provide services to Medicaid patients.
2. Providing 25 hours annually of volunteer primary—eare

services within the practitioner’s scope of practice in a free

clinic as specified in s. 766.1115(3) (d)14. or through another
volunteer program operated by—the—state pursuant to part IV of
chapter 110 and approved by the department. In order to meet the

requirements of this subparagraph, the volunteer hours must be
verifiable in a manner determined by the department.

Section 35. Section 381.403, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

381.403 Rural Access to Primary and Preventive Care Grant

Program.—The Legislature recognizes that access to primary and

preventive health care is critical for the well-being of the

residents of this state. The Legislature also recognizes that

many rural areas of this state have significantly fewer

available physicians, physician assistants, and autonomous

advanced practice registered nurses who serve those areas. To

increase the availability of health care in such underserved

rural areas, there is created the Rural Access to Primary and

Preventive Care Grant Program within the Department of Health to

use grants to incentivize the creation or expansion of health

care practices in those areas.

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Autonomous advanced practice registered nurse” means

an advanced practice registered nurse who is registered under s.

464.0123 to engage in autonomous practice.

(b) “Majority ownership” means ownership of more than 50

percent of the interests in a private practice.
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(c) “Physician” means a physician licensed under chapter

458 or chapter 459.

(d) “Physician assistant” means a physician assistant

licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 to perform medical

services delegated by a supervising physician.

(e) “Preventive care” means routine health care services

designed to prevent illness. The term includes, but is not

limited to, general physical examinations provided on an annual

basis, screenings for acute or chronic illnesses, and patient

counseling to promote overall wellness and avoid the need for

emergency services.

(f) “Primary care” means health care services focused

primarily on preventive care, wellness care, and treatment for

common illnesses. The term may include the health care provider

serving as a patient’s entry point into the overall health care

system and coordinating a patient’s care among specialists or

acute care settings. The term does not include elective services

provided solely for cosmetic purposes.

(g) “Program” means the Rural Access to Primary and

Preventive Care Grant Program.

(h) “Qualifying rural area” means a rural community as

defined in s. 288.0657 in this state which is also designated as

a health professional shortage area by the Health Resources and

Services Administration of the United States Department of

Health and Human Services.

(2) The department shall award grants under the program to

physicians, physician assistants, and autonomous advanced

practice registered nurses who intend to open a new private

practice in a qualifying rural area or who intend to open a new
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location within a qualifying rural area if the current private

practice is located in a different county. To qualify for a

grant, an applicant must meet all of the following criteria:

(a) The practice must:

1. Have majority ownership by physicians, physician

assistants, or autonomous advanced practice registered nurses,

or a combination thereof.

2. Be physically located in a qualifying rural area and, at

that location, serve patients who live in that qualifying rural

area or in other nearby qualifying rural areas. The practice may

also serve patients who reside outside of the qualifying rural

area. While the practice may use telehealth to supplement the

services provided at the location, the majority of services

provided by the practice must be provided in-person at the

physical location.

3. Accept Medicaid patients.

4. Provide services solely in primary care or preventative

care, except that a physician, and any nurse licensed under

chapter 464 or any physician assistant supervised by the

physician, may provide services at the practice in primary care

or preventative care, or services that are within the

practitioner’s scope of practice, based on the physician’s

board-certified specialty in obstetrics, gynecology, general and

family practice, geriatrics, internal medicine, pediatrics, or

psychiatry.

(b) The owners of the practice must commit to providing the

following information to the department on an annual basis, and

upon request by the department, for the duration of the contract

entered into pursuant to subsection (6):
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1. Deidentified patient encounter data.

2. A detailed report on the use of grant funds until such

funds are expended.

(3) By March 1, 2027, the department shall create an

application process for eligible physicians, physician

assistants, and autonomous advanced practice registered nurses

to apply for grants under the program. The application must

require a detailed budget of anticipated use of grant funds and

an explanation of the manner in which the new or existing

practice will meet the requirements of subsection (2). The

department shall establish a ranking system to determine which

applicants will be awarded grants if there are more applicants

for the program than can be awarded grants with available

appropriated funds.

(4) Subject to specific appropriation, the department may

award grants of up to $250,000 to eligible applicants. Only one

grant may be awarded per practice. Grant funds awarded for

establishing a new private practice or a new practice location

may be used for any of the following expenses:

(a) Facility construction, acquisition, renovation, or

lease.

(b) Purchasing medical equipment.

(c) Purchasing or implementing information technology

equipment or services.

(d) Purchasing or implementing telehealth technology.

(e) Training on the use of medical equipment, information

technology, or telehealth technology implemented under paragraph

(b), paragraph (c), or paragraph (d), respectively.

(5) Grant funds may not be used for any of the following:
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2495 (a) Salaries. 2524 the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
2496 (b) Utilities. 2525 the House of Representatives which includes, but need not be
2497 (c) Internet or telecommunications services other than 2526 limited to, all of the following:
2498| those necessary for implementing telehealth technology under 2527 (a) Each grant awarded, including the proposed uses for
2499| paragraph (4) (d). 2528 each grant.
2500 (d) Insurance. 2529 (b) The progress on each outstanding contract.
2501 (e) Incidental maintenance and repairs. 2530 (c) The number of patients residing in rural areas who were
2502 (f) Disposable medical supplies. 2531 served by grant awardees.
2503 (g) Medicines or vaccines. 2532 (d) The number of Medicaid recipients who were served by
2504 (h) Licensing or certification fees, including costs for 2533 grant awardees.
2505 continuing education other than training under paragraph (4) (e). 2534 (e) The number and types of services provided during
2506 (6) The department shall enter into a contract with each 2535| patient encounters in locations opened under the program.
2507 grant recipient which details the requirements for the 2536 (f) The number of health care practitioners, delineated by
2508 expenditure of grant funds by that recipient. The contract must 2537 licensure type, providing services in locations opened under the
2509| include, at a minimum, all of the following: 2538| program.
2510 (a) The purpose of the contract. 2539 (9) This section is repealed July 1, 2036, unless reviewed
2511 (b) Specific performance standards and responsibilities for 2540 and saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.
2512 the recipient under the contract, including penalties for not 2541 Section 36. Section 381.9856, Florida Statutes, is created
2513| meeting such performance standards and responsibilities. 2542| to read:
2514 (c) A detailed project or contract budget, if applicable. 2543 381.9856 Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and
2515 (d) Reporting requirements for grant recipients to provide 2544| Education Grant Program.—
2516| information to the department under paragraph (2) (b) as well as 2545 (1) PROGRAM CREATION.—The Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric
2517| any additional information the department deems necessary for 2546| Response and Education (SCORE) Grant Program is created within
2518| the administration of the program. 2547| the Department of Health.
2519 (7) The department may adopt rules to implement the 2548 (2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program is to improve
2520| program. 2549| patient outcomes and the coordination of emergency medical care
2521 (8) Beginning July 1, 2027, and each year thereafter in 2550| in rural communities by increasing access to high-quality
2522 which there are outstanding contracts with grant recipients 2551 stroke, cardiac, and obstetric care through the application of
2523| under subsection (6), the department shall provide a report to 2552| technology and innovative training, such as blended learning
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2553| training programs. Blended learning training programs ensure 2582| emergency stroke care, emergency cardiac care, or emergency
2554| that participants gain both the theoretical foundations of 2583| obstetric care.
2555| diagnosis and management as well as real-world clinical 2584 4. Develop quality improvement programs in one or more of
2556| experience through scenario-based learning, ultimately enhancing 2585| the following specialty areas: emergency stroke care, emergency
2557| decisionmaking and patient outcomes. 2586| cardiac care, or emergency obstetric care.
2558 (3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term: 2587 (b) Priority must be given to proposals that:
2559 (a) “Blended learning training program” means a structured 2588 1. Demonstrate collaboration between prehospital and in-
2560| educational model that uses blended learning methodologies, 2589| hospital providers; or
2561 including simulation-based training, virtual reality, and 2590 2. Show potential for significant improvement in patient
2562 distance learning technologies, in conjunction with hands-on 2591 outcomes in rural communities.
2563 instruction, such as simulation-based practice, and in-person 2592 (5) FUNDING LIMITS; REPORTING.—
2564 skills sessions to provide comprehensive education. 2593 (a) Individual grants may not exceed $100,000 per year.
2565 (b) “High-risk care provider” means a licensed health care 2594 (b) Grant recipients must submit quarterly reports to the
2566 facility or licensed ambulance service that regularly provides 2595 department documenting program activities, expenditures, and
2567| emergency or ongoing care to patients experiencing a stroke, 2596| outcomes.
2568| heart attack, or pregnancy-related emergency. 2597 (6) ADMINISTRATION.—The department shall monitor program
2569 (c) “Rural community” has the same meaning as provided in 2598 implementation and outcomes. The department shall also submit an
2570 s. 288.0657. 2599 annual report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
2571 (4) GRANT PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.— 2600 the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1 of
2572 (a) The department shall award grants to high-risk care 2601| each year, detailing program implementation and outcomes.
2573| providers serving rural communities to accomplish at least one 2602 (7) RULEMAKING.—The department may adopt rules to implement
2574| of the following initiatives: 2603| this section.
2575 1. TImplement a blended learning training program for health 2604 (8) IMPLEMENTATION.—This section may be implemented only to
2576| care providers in stroke care protocols and best practices. 2605| the extent specifically funded by legislative appropriation.
2577 2. Purchase simulation equipment and technology for 2606 (9) REPEAL.—This section is repealed July 1, 2031, unless
2578| training. 2607 reviewed and saved from repeal through reenactment by the
2579 3. Establish telehealth capabilities between prehospital 2608| Legislature.
2580| providers, such as paramedics or emergency medical technicians, 2609 Section 37. Subsection (2) of section 395.6061, Florida
2581| and in-hospital providers, such as neurologists, to expedite 2610| Statutes, is amended to read:
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2611 395.6061 Rural hospital capital improvement.—There is 2640 3. “Rural health professional shortage area” means a rural
2612| established a rural hospital capital improvement grant program. 2641 community as defined in s. 288.0657 which is also designated as
2613 (2) (&) Each rural hospital as defined in s. 395.602 shall 2642 a health professional shortage area by the Health Resources and
2614 receive a minimum of $100,000 annually, subject to legislative 2643| Services Administration of the United States Department of
2615| appropriation, upon application to the Department of Health, for 2644| Health and Human Services.
2616| projects to acquire, repair, improve, or upgrade systems, 2645 Section 38. Subsection (3) of section 420.9073, Florida
2617 facilities, or equipment. Such projects may include, but are not 2646| Statutes, is amended to read:
2618 limited to, the following: 2647 420.9073 Local housing distributions.—
2619 1. Establishing mobile care units to provide primary care 2648 (3) Calculation of guaranteed amounts:
2620 services, behavioral health services, or obstetric and 2649 (a) The guaranteed amount under subsection (1) shall be
2621| gynecological services in rural health professional shortage 2650| calculated for each state fiscal year by multiplying $1 million
2622| areas. 2651| $356+666 by a fraction, the numerator of which is the amount of
2623 2. Establishing telehealth kiosks to provide urgent care 2652 funds distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund
2624 and primary care services remotely in rural health professional 2653| pursuant to s. 201.15(4) (c) and the denominator of which is the
2625| shortage areas. 2654| total amount of funds distributed to the Local Government
2626 (b) As used in this subsection, the term: 2655 Housing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15.
2627 1. “Preventive care” means routine health care services 2656 (b) The guaranteed amount under subsection (2) shall be
2628| designed to prevent illness. The term includes, but is not 2657 calculated for each state fiscal year by multiplying $1 million
2629 limited to, general physical examinations provided on an annual 2658| $356+666 by a fraction, the numerator of which is the amount of
2630| basis, screenings for acute or chronic illnesses, and patient 2659| funds distributed to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund
2631 counseling to promote overall wellness and avoid the need for 2660 pursuant to s. 201.15(4) (d) and the denominator of which is the
2632| emergency services. 2661| total amount of funds distributed to the Local Government
2633 2. “Primary care” means health care services focused 2662| Housing Trust Fund pursuant to s. 201.15.
2634 primarily on preventive care, wellness care, and treatment for 2663 Section 39. Paragraph (n) of subsection (5) of section
2635 common illnesses. The term may include the health care provider 2664 420.9075, Florida Statutes, is amended, paragraph (o) is added
2636| serving as a patient’s entry point into the overall health care 2665| to that subsection, and paragraph (b) of subsection (13) of that
2637 system and coordinating a patient’s care among specialists or 2666| section is reenacted, to read:
2638 acute care settings. The term does not include elective services 2667 420.9075 Local housing assistance plans; partnerships.—
2639| provided solely for cosmetic purposes. 2668 (5) The following criteria apply to awards made to eligible
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sponsors or eligible persons for the purpose of providing
eligible housing:

(n) Funds from the local housing distribution not used to
meet the criteria established in paragraph (a), e¥ paragraph

(c), or paragraph (o) or not used for the administration of a

local housing assistance plan must be used for housing
production and finance activities, including, but not limited
to, financing preconstruction activities or the purchase of
existing units, providing rental housing, and providing home
ownership training to prospective home buyers and owners of
homes assisted through the local housing assistance plan.

1. Notwithstanding the—provisien £ paragraphs (a) and

(c), program income as defined in s. 420.9071(26) may also be
used to fund activities described in this paragraph.

2. When preconstruction due-diligence activities conducted
as part of a preservation strategy show that preservation of the
units is not feasible and will not result in the production of

an eligible unit, such costs must shalt be deemed a program

expense rather than an administrative expense if such program
expenses do not exceed 3 percent of the annual local housing
distribution.

3. If both an award under the local housing assistance plan
and federal low-income housing tax credits are used to assist a
project and there is a conflict between the criteria prescribed
in this subsection and the requirements of s. 42 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the county or eligible
municipality may resolve the conflict by giving precedence to
the requirements of s. 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,

as amended, in lieu of following the criteria prescribed in this
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subsection with the exception of paragraphs (a) and (g) of this
subsection.

4. Each county and each eligible municipality may award
funds as a grant for construction, rehabilitation, or repair as
part of disaster recovery or emergency repairs or to remedy
accessibility or health and safety deficiencies. Any other
grants must be approved as part of the local housing assistance
plan.

(o) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (c), up to 25

percent of the funds made available in each county and eligible

municipality from the local housing distribution may be used to

preserve multifamily affordable rental housing funded through

United States Department of Agriculture loans. These funds may

be used to rehabilitate housing, extend affordability periods,

or acquire or transfer properties in partnership with private

organizations. This paragraph expires on June 30, 2032.
(13)

(b) If, as a result of its review of the annual report, the

corporation determines that a county or eligible municipality
has failed to implement a local housing incentive strategy, or,
if applicable, a local housing incentive plan, it shall send a
notice of termination of the local government’s share of the
local housing distribution by certified mail to the affected
county or eligible municipality.

1. The notice must specify a date of termination of the
funding if the affected county or eligible municipality does not
implement the plan or strategy and provide for a local response.

A county or eligible municipality shall respond to the

corporation within 30 days after receipt of the notice of
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termination.

2. The corporation shall consider the local response that
extenuating circumstances precluded implementation and grant an
extension to the timeframe for implementation. Such an extension
shall be made in the form of an extension agreement that
provides a timeframe for implementation. The chief elected
official of a county or eligible municipality or his or her
designee shall have the authority to enter into the agreement on
behalf of the local government.

3. If the county or the eligible municipality has not
implemented the incentive strategy or entered into an extension
agreement by the termination date specified in the notice, the
local housing distribution share terminates, and any uncommitted
local housing distribution funds held by the affected county or
eligible municipality in its local housing assistance trust fund
shall be transferred to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund
to the credit of the corporation to administer.

4.a. If the affected local government fails to meet the
timeframes specified in the agreement, the corporation shall
terminate funds. The corporation shall send a notice of
termination of the local government’s share of the local housing
distribution by certified mail to the affected local government.
The notice shall specify the termination date, and any
uncommitted funds held by the affected local government shall be
transferred to the Local Government Housing Trust Fund to the
credit of the corporation to administer.

b. If the corporation terminates funds to a county, but an
eligible municipality receiving a local housing distribution

pursuant to an interlocal agreement maintains compliance with
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program requirements, the corporation shall thereafter
distribute directly to the participating eligible municipality
its share calculated in the manner provided in ss. 420.9072 and
420.9073.

c. Any county or eligible municipality whose local
distribution share has been terminated may subsequently elect to
receive directly its local distribution share by adopting the
ordinance, resolution, and local housing assistance plan in the
manner and according to the procedures provided in ss. 420.907-
420.9079.

Section 40. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
1001.451, Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (6) is
added to that section, to read:

1001.451 Regional consortium service organizations.—In
order to provide a full range of programs to larger numbers of
students, minimize duplication of services, and encourage the
development of new programs and services:

(1) School districts with 20,000 or fewer unweighted full-
time equivalent students, developmental research (laboratory)
schools established pursuant to s. 1002.32, and the Florida
School for the Deaf and the Blind may enter into cooperative
agreements to form a regional consortium service organization.
Each regional consortium service organization shall provide anys+
at—a—minimum,—three of the following services determined

necessary and appropriate by the board of directors:

(a) Exceptional student education;

(b) Safe schools support teacher—education rEersy

3 51 | + 3 .
Ay roRmeRtaT SaeatTon;

(c) State and federal grant procurement and coordination;
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(d) Data services proecessing; heatth
(e) Insurance services;
(f) Risk management insuranee;
(g) Professional learning;
(h) College, career, and workforce development;
(i) Business and operational services staff— topment;
(3) Purchasing; or
(k) Planning and accountability.

(2) (a) Each regional consortium service organization
composed that—eensists of four or more school districts is
eligible to receive, through the Department of Education,
subject to the funds provided in the General Appropriations Act,
an allocation ineentive—grant of $150,000 $56+666 per school
district and eligible member to be used for the delivery of
services within £ke participating school districts. The
determination of services and use of such funds must shald: be
established by the board of directors of the regional consortium

service organization. The funds must skalt be distributed to

each regional consortium service organization no later than 30
days following the release of the funds to the department. Each

regional consortium service organization shall submit an annual

report to the department regarding the use of funds for

consortia services. Unexpended amounts in any fund in a

consortium’s current year operating budget must be carried

forward and included as the balance forward for that fund in the

approved operating budget for the following year. Each regional

consortium service organization shall provide quarterly

financial reports to member districts.

(b) Member districts shall designate a district to serve as
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a fiscal agent for contractual and reporting purposes. Such

fiscal agent district is entitled to reasonable compensation for

accounting and other services performed. The regional consortium

service organization shall retain all funds received from grants

or contracted services to cover indirect or administrative costs

associated with the provision of such services. The regional

consortium service organization board of directors shall

determine the products and services to be provided by the

consortium; however, in all contractual matters, the school

board of the fiscal agent district shall act on proposed actions

of the regional consortium service organization.

(c) The regional consortium service organization board of

directors shall recommend establishment of positions and

individuals for appointment to the fiscal agent district.

Personnel must be employed under the personnel policies of the

fiscal agent district and are deemed to be public employees of

the fiscal agent district. The regional consortium service

organization board of directors may recommend a salary schedule

and job descriptions specific to its personnel.

(d) The regional consortium service organization may

purchase or lease property and facilities essential for its

operations and is responsible for their maintenance and

associated overhead costs.

(e) If a regional consortium service organization is

dissolved, any revenue from the sale of assets must be

distributed among the member districts as determined by the

board of directors Application—feorincents: grapts—shallb

= + +h 1 1 £ 4 + 2 iSN Ta3-1 20 £ K
mack 223 mmissionerof Lducationb - £ —each a¥
£ dict il s + 13 £23 ; 1 1
for—distribution—to—equalifying regionalt Asortium i
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2843| erganizatieons by Jonvary +eof the fiseal —year. 2872| ability of regional consortium service organizations under s.
2844 (5) The board of directors of a regional consortium service 2873 1001.451 to provide programs and services to consortia members
2845 organization may use various means to generate revenue in 2874 through cooperative agreements. Program funds may be used to
2846| support of its activities, including, but not limited to, 2875| supplement member needs related to transportation; district
2847 contracting for services to nonmember districts. The board of 2876| finance personnel services; property insurance, including
2848 directors may acquire, enjoy, use, and dispose of patents, 2877 property insurance obtained from any source; cybersecurity
2849| copyrights, and trademarks and any licenses and associated ether 2878| support; school safety; college, career, and workforce
2850| rights or interests thereunder—er—+theredin. Ownership of all such 2879| development; academic support; and behavior support within
2851 patents, copyrights, trademarks, licenses, and associated rights 2880 exceptional student education services.
2852 or interests thereundereor—therein shall vest in the state, with 2881 (2) FEach regional consortium service organization shall
2853 the board of directors having full right of use and full right 2882 annually report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker
2854| to retain associated £he revenues derived—therefrem. Any funds 2883| of the House of Representatives the distribution of funds,
2855 realized from contracted services, patents, copyrights, 2884 including members awarded and services provided.
2856 trademarks, or licenses are shali—be considered internal funds 2885 (3) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,
2857| as provided in s. 1011.07. A fund balance must be established 2886| funds allocated for this purpose which are not disbursed by June
2858 for maintaining or expanding services, facilities maintenance, 2887 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are allocated may be
2859 terminal pay, and other liabilities Sueh—fund hatt—bewused—=£ 2888 carried forward for up to 5 years after the effective date of
2860| suppert—theorganization!l s marketing and resecarch and 2889| the original appropriation.
2861 &k Teoprent—activiti ir—order—to—impr aRrd—inerea i 2890 Section 42. Section 1009.635, Florida Statutes, is created
2862 +teo—tts—member districts. 2891| to read:
2863 (6) A regional consortium service organization is 2892 1009.635 Rural Incentive for Professional Educators
2864| authorized to administer the Regional Consortia Service 2893| Program.—
2865| Organization Supplemental Services Program under s. 1001.4511. 2894 (1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Rural Incentive for Professional
2866 Section 41. Section 1001.4511, Florida Statutes, is created 2895 Educators (RIPE) Program is established within the Department of
2867 to read: 2896| Education to support the recruitment and retention of qualified
2868 1001.4511 Regional Consortia Service Organization 2897 instructional personnel in rural communities. The program shall
2869| Supplemental Services Program.— 2898| provide financial assistance for the repayment of student loans
2870 (1) There is created the Regional Consortia Service 2899 for eligible participants who establish permanent residency and
2871| Organization Supplemental Services Program to increase the 2900| employment in rural areas of opportunity.
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(2) ELIGIBILITY.—An individual is eligible to participate

in the RIPE Program if he or she does all of the following:

(a) Establishes permanent residency on or after July 1,

2026, in a rural area of opportunity as designated pursuant to

s. 288.0656. The address on an individual’s state-issued

identification card or driver license is evidence of residence.

(b) Secures full-time employment as a teacher or

administrator in a private school as defined in s. 1002.01, or

as instructional or administrative personnel as those terms are

defined in s. 1012.01(2) and (3), respectively, in the public

school district located within the same rural area of

opportunity as he or she resides.

(c) Holds an associate degree, bachelor’s degree,

postgraduate degree, or certificate from an accredited

institution earned before establishing residency.

(d) Has an active student loan balance incurred for the

completion of the qualifying degree or certificate.

(3) LOAN REPAYMENT.-Eligible participants may receive up to

$15,000 in total student loan repayment assistance over 5 years,

disbursed in annual payments not to exceed $3,000 per year.

Payments must be made directly to the lender servicing the

participant’s student loan.

(4) AWARD DISTRIBUTION.—Before disbursement of an award,

the department shall verify that the participant:

(a) Has maintained continuous employment with the school

district in an instructional or administrative position;

(b) Has received a rating of effective or highly effective

pursuant to s. 1012.34; and

(c) Has not been placed on probation, had his or her
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certificate suspended or revoked, or been placed on the

disqualification list, pursuant to s. 1012.796.

(5) ADMINISTRATION.—The program shall be administered by

the Office of Student Financial Assistance within the Department

of Education, which shall:

(a) Develop application procedures requiring documentation,

including proof of residency, verification of employment,

official academic transcripts, and details of outstanding

student loans; and

(b) Monitor compliance with program requirements.

(6) RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

rules no later than January 31, 2027, to administer this

section.

Section 43. Subsection (3) of section 1013.62, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—

(3) If the school board levies the discretionary millage
authorized in s. 1011.71(2), the department must shalt use the
following calculation methodology to determine the amount of
revenue that a school district must distribute to each eligible
charter school:

(a) Reduce the total discretionary millage revenue by the
school district’s annual debt service obligation incurred as of
March 1, 2017, which has not been subsequently retired, and:

1. Beginning in the 2026-2027 fiscal year, for any district

with an active project or an outstanding participation

requirement balance, any amount of participation requirement

pursuant to s. 1013.64(2) (a)8. that is being satisfied by

revenues raised by the discretionary millage; or

Page 102 of 138

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250 Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250
3-00228A-26 2026250 3-00228A-26 2026250
2959 2. For construction projects for which Special Facilities 2988| under this paragraph.
2960| Construction Account funding is sought beginning in the 2026- 2989 (e) School districts shall distribute capital outlay funds
2961 2027 fiscal year, the value of 1 mill from the revenue generated 2990 to eligible charter schools no later than February 1 of each
2962 pursuant to s. 1013.64(2) (a)8.b. 2991 year, as required by this subsection, based on the amount of
2963 (b) Divide the school district’s adjusted discretionary 2992 funds received by the district school board. School districts
2964| millage revenue by the district’s total capital outlay full-time 2993 shall distribute any remaining capital outlay funds, as required
2965| equivalent membership and the total number of full-time 2994| by this subsection, upon the receipt of such funds until the
2966| equivalent students of each eligible charter school to determine 2995| total amount calculated pursuant to this subsection is
2967| a capital outlay allocation per full-time equivalent student. 2996| distributed.
2968 (c) Multiply the capital outlay allocation per full-time 2997
2969 equivalent student by the total number of full-time equivalent 2998| By October 1 of each year, each school district shall certify to
2970| students of each eligible charter school to determine the 2999| the department the amount of debt service that and—participation
2971 capital outlay allocation for each charter school. 3000 reguirement—that mpties—with—the reguirementof paragraph—{a)
2972 (d) If applicable, reduce the capital outlay allocation 3001| eame can be reduced from the total discretionary millage revenue.
2973| didentified in paragraph (c) by the total amount of state funds 3002| Each school district shall also certify the amount of the
2974 allocated to each eligible charter school in subsection (2) to 3003| participation requirement that complies with paragraph (a) or
2975 determine the maximum calculated capital outlay allocation. The 3004 certify the value of 1 mill from revenue generated pursuant to
2976 amount of funds a school district must distribute to charter 3005 s. 1013.64(2) (a)8.b. that can be reduced from the total
2977 schools shall be as follows: 3006 discretionary millage revenue, as applicable. The Auditor
2978 1. For fiscal year 2023-2024, the amount is 20 percent of 3007| General shall verify compliance with the requirements of
2979| the amount calculated under this paragraph. 3008| paragraph (a) and s. 1011.71(2) (e) during scheduled operational
2980 2. For fiscal year 2024-2025, the amount is 40 percent of 3009 audits of school districts.
2981| the amount calculated under this paragraph. 3010 Section 44. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
2982 3. For fiscal year 2025-2026, the amount is 60 percent of 3011 1013.64, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
2983| the amount calculated under this paragraph. 3012 1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs;
2984 4. For fiscal year 2026-2027, the amount is 80 percent of 3013| construction cost maximums for school district capital
2985| the amount calculated under this paragraph. 3014| projects.—Allocations from the Public Education Capital Outlay
2986 5. For fiscal year 2027-2028, and each fiscal year 3015| and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital
2987| thereafter, the amount is 100 percent of the amount calculated 3016| outlay projects shall be determined as follows:
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(2) (a) The department shall establish, as a part of the
Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund, a
separate account, in an amount determined by the Legislature, to
be known as the “Special Facility Construction Account.” The
Special Facility Construction Account shall be used to provide
necessary construction funds to school districts which have
urgent construction needs but which lack sufficient resources at
present, and cannot reasonably anticipate sufficient resources
within the period of the next 3 years, for these purposes from
currently authorized sources of capital outlay revenue. A school
district requesting funding from the Special Facility
Construction Account shall submit one specific construction
project, not to exceed one complete educational plant, to the
Special Facility Construction Committee. A district may not

receive funding for more than one approved project in any 3-year

. . . . , L .
period er—while any portionof +the distriet participation

reguirement—+ wEestanding. The first year of the 3-year period
shall be the first year a district receives an appropriation.
The department shall encourage a construction program that
reduces the average size of schools in the district. The request
must meet the following criteria to be considered by the
committee:

1. The project must be deemed a critical need and must be
recommended for funding by the Special Facility Construction
Committee. Before developing construction plans for the proposed
facility, the district school board must request a
preapplication review by the Special Facility Construction
Committee or a project review subcommittee convened by the chair

of the committee to include two representatives of the
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department and two staff members from school districts not
eligible to participate in the program. A school district may
request a preapplication review at any time; however, if the
district school board seeks inclusion in the department’s next
annual capital outlay legislative budget request, the
preapplication review request must be made before February 1.
Within 90 days after receiving the preapplication review
request, the committee or subcommittee must meet in the school
district to review the project proposal and existing facilities.
To determine whether the proposed project is a critical need,
the committee or subcommittee shall consider, at a minimum, the
capacity of all existing facilities within the district as
determined by the Florida Inventory of School Houses; the
district’s pattern of student growth; the district’s existing
and projected capital outlay full-time equivalent student
enrollment as determined by the demographic, revenue, and
education estimating conferences established in s. 216.136; the
district’s existing satisfactory student stations; the use of
all existing district property and facilities; grade level
configurations; and any other information that may affect the
need for the proposed project.

2. The construction project must be recommended in the most
recent survey or survey amendment cooperatively prepared by the
district and the department, and approved by the department
under the rules of the State Board of Education. If a district
employs a consultant in the preparation of a survey or survey
amendment, the consultant may not be employed by or receive

compensation from a third party that designs or constructs a

project recommended by the survey.
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3075 3. The construction project must appear on the district’s 3104 8.a.(I) For construction projects for which Special
3076 approved project priority list under the rules of the State 3105 Facilities Construction Account funding is sought before the
3077 Board of Education. 3106 2019-2020 fiscal year, the district shall, at the time of the
3078 4. The district must have selected and had approved a site 3107 request and for a continuing period necessary to meet the
3079 for the construction project in compliance with s. 1013.36 and 3108 district’s participation requirement, levy the maximum millage
3080| the rules of the State Board of Education. 3109| against its nonexempt assessed property value as allowed in s.
3081 5. The district shall have developed a district school 3110 1011.71(2) or shall raise an equivalent amount of revenue from
3082 board adopted list of facilities that do not exceed the norm for 3111 the school capital outlay surtax authorized under s. 212.055(6).
3083| net square feet occupancy requirements under the State 3112 (ITI) Beginning with construction projects for which Special
3084 Requirements for Educational Facilities, using all possible 3113 Facilities Construction Account funding is sought in the 2019-
3085| programmatic combinations for multiple use of space to obtain 3114 2020 fiscal year, the district shall, for a minimum of 3 years
3086| maximum daily use of all spaces within the facility under 3115| before submitting the request and for a continuing period
3087 consideration. 3116 necessary to meet its participation requirement, levy the
3088 6. Upon construction, the total cost per student station, 3117| maximum millage against the district’s nonexempt assessed
3089| including change orders, must not exceed the cost per student 3118| property value as authorized under s. 1011.71(2) or shall raise
3090 station as provided in subsection (6) unless approved by the 3119 an equivalent amount of revenue from the school capital outlay
3091 Special Facility Construction Committee. At the discretion of 3120 surtax authorized under s. 212.055(6).
3092| the committee, costs that exceed the cost per student station 3121 (ITI) Beginning with the 2026-2027 fiscal year, any
3093| for special facilities may include legal and administrative 3122| district with an a—smew—er active project or an outstanding
3094 fees, the cost of site improvements or related offsite 3123| participation requirement balance, funded under the—provisiens
3095| improvements, the cost of complying with public shelter and 3124| e£f this subsection, shall be required to budget no more than the
3096| hurricane hardening requirements, cost overruns created by a 3125| wvalue of 1 mill per year to the project until the district’s
3097| disaster as defined in s. 252.34(2), costs of security 3126| participation requirement relating to the local discretionary
3098| enhancements approved by the school safety specialist, and 3127 capital improvement millage or the equivalent amount of revenue
3099 unforeseeable circumstances beyond the district’s control. 3128 from the school capital outlay surtax is satisfied.
3100 7. There shall be an agreement signed by the district 3129 b. For construction projects for which Special Facilities
3101 school board stating that it will advertise for bids within 30 3130| Construction Account funding is sought beginning in the 2026-
3102 days of receipt of its encumbrance authorization from the 3131 2027 fiscal year, the district shall, for a minimum of 3 years
3103| department. 3132| before submitting the request and for the initial year of the
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appropriation and the 2 years following the initial

appropriation, levy the maximum millage against the district’s

nonexempt assessed property value as authorized under s.

1011.71(2) or shall raise an equivalent amount of revenue from

the school capital outlay surtax authorized under s. 212.055(6).

The district is not required to budget the funds toward the

project, but must use the funds as authorized pursuant to s.
1011.71 or s. 212.055(6), as applicable.

9. If a contract has not been signed 90 days after the
advertising of bids, the funding for the specific project must
shald revert to the Special Facility New Construction Account to
be reallocated to other projects on the list. However, an
additional 90 days may be granted by the commissioner.

10. The department shall certify the inability of the
district to fund the survey-recommended project over a
continuous 3-year period using projected capital outlay revenue
derived from s. 9(d), Art. XII of the State Constitution, as
amended, paragraph (3) (a) of this section, and s. 1011.71(2).

11.a. For projects funded before the 2026-2027 fiscal year,

the district shall have on file with the department an adopted
resolution acknowledging its commitment to satisfy its
participation requirement, which is equivalent to all
unencumbered and future revenue acquired from s. 9(d), Art. XII
of the State Constitution, as amended, paragraph (3) (a) of this
section, and s. 1011.71(2), in the year of the initial
appropriation and for the 2 years immediately following the
initial appropriation.

b. For projects funded during the 2026-2027 fiscal year,
and thereafter, the district shall have on file with the
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department an adopted resolution acknowledging its commitment to

comply with the requirements of this paragraph.

12. Phase I plans must be approved by the district school
board as being in compliance with the building and life safety
codes before June 1 of the year the application is made.

Section 45. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of §1

million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Florida Small Business Development Center

Network under s. 288.001, Florida Statutes, to expand services

in rural communities. The funds shall be allocated to the Office

of Rural Prosperity budget entity within the Department of

Commerce in the Special Categories—SBDCN Rural Services specific

appropriation category.
Section 46. (1) For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sums of

$1,827,591 in recurring funds and $652,327 in nonrecurring funds

are appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to the Department

of Commerce.

(2) The recurring general revenue funds shall be allocated

to the Office of Rural Prosperity budget entity in the following

specific appropriations categories: $1,585,823 in Salaries and

Benefits, $175,961 in Expenses, $50,000 in Contracted Services,

$10,000 in Operating Capital Outlay, and $5,807 in Transfer to

the Department of Management Services/Statewide Human Resources

Contract.

(3) The nonrecurring general revenue funds shall be

allocated to the Office of Rural Prosperity budget entity in the

following specific appropriations categories: $92,327 in

Expenses and $560,000 in Acquisition of Motor Vehicles.

(4) The Department of Commerce is authorized to establish
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17.00 full-time equivalent positions with associated salary rate

of 1,060,000 in the Office of Rural Prosperity for the purpose

of implementing this act. The following specific positions,

classifications, and pay plans are authorized: 1.00 Director of

General Operations, Class Code 9327, Pay Grade 940; 15.00

Government Analyst II, Class Code 2225, Pay Grade 026; and 1.00
Administrative Assistant II, Class Code 0712, Pay Grade 018.

Section 47. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the recurring

sum of $§7 million from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated

to the Office of Rural Prosperity within the Department of

Commerce to implement the Renaissance Grants Program created by

s. 288.014, Florida Statutes. Funds may not be used by the state

for administrative costs.

Section 48. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the recurring

sum of $500,000 from the Grants and Donations Trust Fund within

the Department of Commerce is appropriated to the Office of

Rural Prosperity within the Department of Commerce to implement

the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant Program created
by s. 288.0175, Florida Statutes.
Section 49. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sums of $4

million in nonrecurring funds and $1 million in recurring funds

from the General Revenue Fund are appropriated to the Office of

Rural Prosperity within the Department of Commerce to implement

the Rural Community Development Revolving Loan Fund under s.

288.065, Florida Statutes, as amended by this act.
Section 50. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sums of $40

million in nonrecurring funds and $5 million in recurring funds

from the General Revenue Fund are appropriated to the Office of

Rural Prosperity within the Department of Commerce to implement
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the Rural Infrastructure Fund under s. 288.0655, Florida

Statutes, as amended by this act.

Section 51. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of

$250,000 in recurring funds from the Grants and Donations Trust

Fund within the Department of Commerce is appropriated to the

Office of Rural Prosperity within the Department of Commerce to

implement s. 288.0657, Florida Statutes, as amended by this act.
Section 52. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $30

million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to be

used to preserve affordable multifamily rental housing in rural

communities funded through United States Department of

Agriculture loans. The funds provided in this appropriation must

be used to issue competitive requests for applications for the

rehabilitation or acquisition of such properties to ensure

continued affordability. By October 1, 2027, the Florida Housing

Finance Corporation shall submit a report to the President of

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on

projects funded pursuant to this section, which report must

include the number of units preserved and the financing

portfolio for each project.

Section 53. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $25

million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is

appropriated to the Department of Health for the purpose of

implementing the Rural Access to Primary and Preventive Care

Grant Program created under s. 381.403, Florida Statutes. Grant

funds shall be awarded over a 5-year period. Notwithstanding s.

216.301, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to s. 216.351, Florida

Statutes, the unexpended balance of funds appropriated pursuant
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3249| to this section which is not disbursed by June 30 of the fiscal 3278| methodology for critical access hospital inpatient services as
3250| year in which funds are appropriated may be carried forward 3279| directed in s. 409.905(5) (c), Florida Statutes. Health plans
3251 through the 2034-2035 fiscal year. 3280 that participate in the Statewide Medicaid Managed Care program
3252 Section 54. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $5 3281 shall pass through the fee increase to providers in this
3253| million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is 3282 appropriation.
3254 appropriated to the Department of Health for the purpose of 3283 Section 57. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sums of
3255 implementing the Stroke, Cardiac, and Obstetric Response and 3284 $7,487,068 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and
3256 Education Grant Program under s. 381.9856, Florida Statutes. 3285 $10,059,377 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund
3257 Notwithstanding s. 216.301, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to s. 3286 are appropriated to the Agency for Health Care Administration to
3258 216.351, Florida Statutes, the unexpended balance of funds 3287 establish an Enhanced Ambulatory Patient Grouping (EAPG)
3259| appropriated pursuant to this section which is not disbursed by 3288| reimbursement methodology for critical access hospitals, as
3260| June 30 of the fiscal year in which funds are appropriated may 3289| defined in s. 408.07, Florida Statutes, for the purpose of
3261 be carried forward through the 2030-2031 fiscal year. 3290| providing outpatient reimbursement to such a hospital in amounts
3262 Section 55. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $25 3291 comparable to the reimbursement the hospital would receive for
3263| million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is 3292| outpatient services from the federal Medicare program. The 2026-
3264 appropriated to the Department of Health for the purpose of 3293 2027 fiscal year General Appropriations Act shall establish the
3265| implementing the rural hospital capital improvement grant 3294| EAPG reimbursement methodology for critical access hospital
3266 program under s. 395.6061, Florida Statutes. 3295 outpatient services as directed in s. 409.905(6) (b), Florida
3267 Section 56. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sums of 3296 Statutes. Health plans that participate in the Statewide
3268 $186,729 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund and 3297| Medicaid Managed Care program shall pass through the fee
3269| $250,884 in recurring funds from the Medical Care Trust Fund are 3298| increase to providers in this appropriation.
3270| appropriated to the Agency for Health Care Administration to 3299 Section 58. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $3.6
3271| establish a Diagnosis-Related Grouping (DRG) reimbursement 3300 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is
3272| methodology for critical access hospitals, as defined in s. 3301| appropriated to the Department of Education to implement s.
3273 408.07, Florida Statutes, for the purpose of providing inpatient 3302 1001.451, Florida Statutes, as amended by this act.
3274 reimbursement to such a hospital in amounts comparable to the 3303 Section 59. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of $25
3275| reimbursement the hospital would receive for inpatient services 3304| million in recurring funds is appropriated from the General
3276| from the federal Medicare program. The 2026-2027 fiscal year 3305| Revenue Fund to the Department of Education to be distributed to
3277| General Appropriations Act shall establish the DRG reimbursement 3306| regional consortium service organizations under s. 1001.451,
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3307 Florida Statutes, in order to provide funds pursuant to s. 3336 Section 62. Section 212.205, Florida Statutes, is amended
3308 1001.4511, Florida Statutes. These funds shall be allocated as 3337 to read:
3309| follows: $5,555,149 to the Heartland Educational Consortium; 3338 212.205 Sales tax distribution reporting.—By March 15 of
3310 $11,912,923 to the North East Florida Educational Consortium; 3339 each year, each person who received a distribution pursuant to
3311| and $7,531,928 to the Panhandle Area Educational Consortium. The 3340| s. 212.20(6) (d)7.b. and c. s+—=232204(6)+{d)6-b-—and—-e~+ in the
3312 funds must be distributed to each regional consortium service 3341| preceding calendar year shall report to the Office of Economic
3313| organization no later than 30 days following the release of the 3342| and Demographic Research the following information:
3314 funds to the department. 3343 (1) An itemized accounting of all expenditures of the funds
3315 Section 60. For the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the sum of §7 3344| distributed in the preceding calendar year, including amounts
3316| million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is 3345 spent on debt service.
3317| appropriated to the Department of Education to implement the 3346 (2) A statement indicating what portion of the distributed
3318| Rural Incentive for Professional Educators (RIPE) Program, s. 3347 funds have been pledged for debt service.
3319 1009.635, Florida Statutes, as created by this act. 3348 (3) The original principal amount and current debt service
3320 Section 61. Subsection (3) of section 163.3187, Florida 3349| schedule of any bonds or other borrowing for which the
3321 Statutes, 1s amended to read: 3350| distributed funds have been pledged for debt service.
3322 163.3187 Process for adoption of small scale comprehensive 3351 Section 63. Section 257.191, Florida Statutes, is amended
3323| plan amendment.— 3352| to read:
3324 (3) If the small scale development amendment involves a 3353 257.191 Construction grants.—The Division of Library and
3325| site within a rural area of opportunity as defined under s. 3354 Information Services may accept and administer library
3326| 288.0656 5+—=288-0656(2)+d> for the duration of such designation, 3355| construction moneys appropriated to it and shall allocate such
3327| the acreage limit listed in subsection (1) must shedd be 3356| appropriation to municipal, county, and regional libraries in
3328 increased by 100 percent. The local government approving the 3357 the form of library construction grants on a matching basis. The
3329 small scale plan amendment shall certify to the state land 3358 local matching portion shall be no less than the grant amount,
3330| planning agency that the plan amendment furthers the economic 3359| on a dollar-for-dollar basis, up to the maximum grant amount,
3331| objectives set forth in the executive order issued under s. 3360| unless the matching requirement is waived pursuant to s. 288.019
3332 288.0656(7), and the property subject to the plan amendment 3361| by——s+—288-0656+. Initiation of a library construction project 12
3333| shall undergo public review to ensure that all concurrency 3362| months or less prior to the grant award under this section does
3334 requirements and federal, state, and local environmental permit 3363| shedd not affect the eligibility of an applicant to receive a
3335| requirements are met. 3364 library construction grant. The division shall adopt rules for
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3365| the administration of library construction grants. For the 3394 franchise.
3366| purposes of this section, s. 257.21 does not apply. 3395 2. Pay or pledge for the payment of debt service on, or to
3367 Section 64. Subsection (2) of section 257.193, Florida 3396| fund debt service reserve funds, arbitrage rebate obligations,
3368| Statutes, is amended to read: 3397| or other amounts payable with respect thereto, bonds issued for
3369 257.193 Community Libraries in Caring Program.— 3398 the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or renovation of
3370 (2) The purpose of the Community Libraries in Caring 3399 such facility, or for the reimbursement of such costs or the
3371 Program is to assist libraries in rural communities, as defined 3400| refinancing of bonds issued for such purposes.
3372 in s. 288.0656(2) and subject to the provisions of s. 288.019 s+ 3401 3. Assist in the relocation of a spring training franchise
3373| 288-0656%, to strengthen their collections and services, improve 3402 from one unit of local government to another only if the
3374 literacy in their communities, and improve the economic 3403 governing board of the current host local government by a
3375| wviability of their communities. 3404| majority vote agrees to relocation.
3376 Section 65. Subsection (17) of section 265.283, Florida 3405 (d)1. All certified applicants must place unexpended state
3377 Statutes, is amended to read: 3406 funds received pursuant to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.b. s+
3378 265.283 Definitions.—The following definitions shall apply 3407| 232=2046)+eh6=b~ in a trust fund or separate account for use
3379| to ss. 265.281-265.703: 3408| only as authorized in this section.
3380 (17) “Underserved arts community assistance program grants” 3409 2. A certified applicant may request that the Department of
3381| means grants used by qualified organizations under the Rural 3410| Revenue suspend further distributions of state funds made
3382 Economic Development Initiative, pursuant to s. 288.0656 and 3411 available under s. 212.20(6) (d)7.b. s+—232-26(6r{d6-b+ for 12
3383| subject to s. 288.019 —288-0656—and—288-06561, for the 3412| months after expiration of an existing agreement with a spring
3384| purpose of economic and organizational development for 3413| training franchise to provide the certified applicant with an
3385| underserved cultural organizations. 3414| opportunity to enter into a new agreement with a spring training
3386 Section 66. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (3) of 3415 franchise, at which time the distributions shall resume.
3387 section 288.11621, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 3416 3. The expenditure of state funds distributed to an
3388 288.11621 Spring training baseball franchises.— 3417| applicant certified before July 1, 2010, must begin within 48
3389 (3) USE OF FUNDS.— 3418| months after the initial receipt of the state funds. In
3390 (a) A certified applicant may use funds provided under s. 3419| addition, the construction of, or capital improvements to, a
3391 212.20(6) (d)7.b. s+—2E2-2046+t)6<b= only to: 3420| spring training facility must be completed within 24 months
3392 1. Serve the public purpose of acquiring, constructing, 3421 after the project’s commencement.
3393| reconstructing, or renovating a facility for a spring training 3422 Section 67. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) and paragraphs
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(a), (c), and (d) of subsection (3) of section 288.11631,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

288.11631 Retention of Major League Baseball spring
training baseball franchises.—

(2) CERTIFICATION PROCESS.—

(c) Each applicant certified on or after July 1, 2013,
shall enter into an agreement with the department which:

1. Specifies the amount of the state incentive funding to
be distributed. The amount of state incentive funding per
certified applicant may not exceed $20 million. However, if a
certified applicant’s facility is used by more than one spring
training franchise, the maximum amount may not exceed $50
million, and the Department of Revenue shall make distributions
to the applicant pursuant to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.c. s=
212206 {e6-e-

2. States the criteria that the certified applicant must

meet in order to remain certified. These criteria must include a
provision stating that the spring training franchise must
reimburse the state for any funds received if the franchise does
not comply with the terms of the contract. If bonds were issued
to construct or renovate a facility for a spring training
franchise, the required reimbursement must be equal to the total
amount of state distributions expected to be paid from the date
the franchise violates the agreement with the applicant through
the final maturity of the bonds.

3. States that the certified applicant is subject to
decertification if the certified applicant fails to comply with

this section or the agreement.

4. States that the department may recover state incentive
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funds if the certified applicant is decertified.

5. Specifies the information that the certified applicant
must report to the department.

6. Includes any provision deemed prudent by the department.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—

(a) A certified applicant may use funds provided under s.
212.20(6) (d)7.c. s+—=2E2-2046)+Hd) 6=~ only to:

1. Serve the public purpose of constructing or renovating a
facility for a spring training franchise.

2. Pay or pledge for the payment of debt service on, or to
fund debt service reserve funds, arbitrage rebate obligations,
or other amounts payable with respect thereto, bonds issued for
the construction or renovation of such facility, or for the
reimpbursement of such costs or the refinancing of bonds issued
for such purposes.

(c) The Department of Revenue may not distribute funds
under s. 212.20(6) (d)7.c. s+—2312-2046)1+h

until July 1,

2016. Further, the Department of Revenue may not distribute
funds to an applicant certified on or after July 1, 2013, until
it receives notice from the department that:

1. The certified applicant has encumbered funds under
either subparagraph (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2.; and

2. If applicable, any existing agreement with a spring
training franchise for the use of a facility has expired.

(d)1. All certified applicants shall place unexpended state
funds received pursuant to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.c. s+
232-2046)+eb6-e+ in a trust fund or separate account for use

only as authorized in this section.

2. A certified applicant may request that the department
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notify the Department of Revenue to suspend further
distributions of state funds made available under s.

212.20(6) (d)7.c. — 22206+ for 12 months after

expiration of an existing agreement with a spring training
franchise to provide the certified applicant with an opportunity
to enter into a new agreement with a spring training franchise,
at which time the distributions shall resume.

3. The expenditure of state funds distributed to an
applicant certified after July 1, 2013, must begin within 48
months after the initial receipt of the state funds. In
addition, the construction or renovation of a spring training
facility must be completed within 24 months after the project’s
commencement .

Section 68. Subsection (1) of section 443.191, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

443.191 Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund; establishment
and control.—

(1) There is established, as a separate trust fund apart
from all other public funds of this state, an Unemployment
Compensation Trust Fund, which shall be administered by the
Department of Commerce exclusively for the purposes of this
chapter. The fund must consist of:

(a) All contributions and reimbursements collected under
this chapter;

(b) Interest earned on any moneys in the fund;

(c) Any property or securities acquired through the use of
moneys belonging to the fund;

(d) All earnings of these properties or securities;

(e) All money credited to this state’s account in the

Page 121 of 138

words underlined are additions.

3510
3511
3512
3513
3514
3515
3516
3517
3518
3519
3520
3521
3522
3523
3524
3525
3526
3527
3528
3529
3530
3531
3532
3533
3534
3535
3536
3537
3538

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250

3-00228A-26 2026250
federal Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund under 42 U.S.C. s.
1103;

(f) All money collected for penalties imposed pursuant to
s. 443.151(6) (a);

(g) Advances on the amount in the federal Unemployment
Compensation Trust Fund credited to the state under 42 U.S.C. s.
1321, as requested by the Governor or the Governor’s designee;
and

(h) All money deposited in this account as a distribution

pursuant to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.e. s—232-20(6r{a6-e~

Except as otherwise provided in s. 443.1313(4), all moneys in
the fund must be mingled and undivided.

Section 69. Section 571.26, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

571.26 Florida Agricultural Promotional Campaign Trust
Fund.—There is hereby created the Florida Agricultural
Promotional Campaign Trust Fund within the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services to receive all moneys related
to the Florida Agricultural Promotional Campaign. Moneys
deposited in the trust fund shall be appropriated for the sole
purpose of implementing the Florida Agricultural Promotional
Campaign, except for money deposited in the trust fund pursuant
to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.e. s+—232-20(6r{d6-e+, which shall be held
separately and used solely for the purposes identified in s.

571.265.

Section 70. Subsection (2) of section 571.265, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

571.265 Promotion of Florida thoroughbred breeding and of
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thoroughbred racing at Florida thoroughbred tracks; distribution

of funds.—

(2) Funds deposited into the Florida Agricultural

Promotional Campaign Trust Fund pursuant to s. 212.20(6) (d)7.e.

12 20-6+e)6-e~ shall be used by the department to encourage

the agricultural activity of breeding thoroughbred racehorses in

this state and to enhance thoroughbred racing conducted at

thoroughbred tracks in this state as provided in this section.

If the funds made available under this section are not fully

used in any one fiscal year, any unused amounts shall be carried

forward in the trust fund into future fiscal years and made

available for distribution as provided in this section.

Section 71. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment

made by this act to section 20.60,

Florida Statutes, in a

reference thereto, subsection (8) of section 288.9935, Florida

Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

288.9935 Microfinance Guarantee Program.—

(8) The department must, in the department’s report

required under s. 20.60(10), include an annual report on the

program. The report must, at a minimum, provide:

(a) A comprehensive description of the program, including

an evaluation of its application and guarantee activities,

recommendations for change, and identification of any other

state programs that overlap with the program;

(b) An assessment of the current availability of and access

to credit for entrepreneurs and small businesses in this state;

(c) A summary of the financial and employment results of

the entrepreneurs and small businesses receiving loan

guarantees, including the number of full-time equivalent Jjobs
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created as a result of the guaranteed loans and the amount of
wages paid to employees in the newly created jobs;

(d) Industry data about the borrowers, including the six-
digit North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
code;

(e) The name and location of lenders that receive loan
guarantees;

(f) The number of loan guarantee applications received;

(g) The number, duration, location, and amount of
guarantees made;

(h) The number and amount of guaranteed loans outstanding,
if any;

(1) The number and amount of guaranteed loans with payments
overdue, if any;

(j) The number and amount of guaranteed loans in default,
if any;

(k) The repayment history of the guaranteed loans made; and

(1) An evaluation of the program’s ability to meet the
financial performance measures and objectives specified in
subsection (3).

Section 72. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section
125.0104, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

125.0104 Tourist development tax; procedure for levying;
authorized uses; referendum; enforcement.—

(5) AUTHORIZED USES OF REVENUE.—

(c) A county located adjacent to the Gulf of America or the

Atlantic Ocean, except a county that receives revenue from taxes

Page 124 of 138
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




3597
3598
3599
3600
3601
3602
3603
3604
3605
3606
3607
3608
3609
3610
3611
3612
3613
3614
3615
3616
3617
3618
3619
3620
3621
3622
3623
3624
3625

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 250

3-00228A-26 2026250

levied pursuant to s. 125.0108, which meets the following
criteria may use up to 10 percent of the tax revenue received
pursuant to this section to reimburse expenses incurred in
providing public safety services, including emergency medical
services as defined in s. 401.107(3), and law enforcement
services, which are needed to address impacts related to
increased tourism and visitors to an area. However, if taxes
collected pursuant to this section are used to reimburse
emergency medical services or public safety services for tourism
or special events, the governing board of a county or
municipality may not use such taxes to supplant the normal
operating expenses of an emergency medical services department,
a fire department, a sheriff’s office, or a police department.
To receive reimbursement, the county must:

l.a. Generate a minimum of $10 million in annual proceeds
from any tax, or any combination of taxes, authorized to be
levied pursuant to this section;

b. Have at least three municipalities; and

c. Have an estimated population of less than 275,000,
according to the most recent population estimate prepared
pursuant to s. 186.901, excluding the inmate population; or

2. Be a fiscally constrained county as described in s.
218.67 (1) .

The board of county commissioners must by majority vote approve
reimbursement made pursuant to this paragraph upon receipt of a
recommendation from the tourist development council.

Section 73. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment

made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
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reference thereto, subsection (3) of section 193.624, Florida
Statutes, 1is reenacted to read:

193.624 Assessment of renewable energy source devices.—

(3) This section applies to the installation of a renewable
energy source device installed on or after January 1, 2013, to
new and existing residential real property. This section applies
to a renewable energy source device installed on or after
January 1, 2018, to all other real property, except when
installed as part of a project planned for a location in a
fiscally constrained county, as defined in s. 218.67(1), and for
which an application for a comprehensive plan amendment or
planned unit development zoning has been filed with the county
on or before December 31, 2017.

Section 74. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (2) of section 196.182, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

196.182 Exemption of renewable energy source devices.—

(2) The exemption provided in this section does not apply
to a renewable energy source device that is installed as part of
a project planned for a location in a fiscally constrained
county, as defined in s. 218.67(1), and for which an application
for a comprehensive plan amendment or planned unit development
zoning has been filed with the county on or before December 31,
2017.

Section 75. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a

reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 218.12, Florida

Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:
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218.12 Appropriations to offset reductions in ad valorem
tax revenue in fiscally constrained counties.—

(1) Beginning in fiscal year 2008-2009, the Legislature
shall appropriate moneys to offset the reductions in ad valorem
tax revenue experienced by fiscally constrained counties, as
defined in s. 218.67 (1), which occur as a direct result of the
implementation of revisions of Art. VII of the State
Constitution approved in the special election held on January
29, 2008. The moneys appropriated for this purpose shall be
distributed in January of each fiscal year among the fiscally
constrained counties based on each county’s proportion of the
total reduction in ad valorem tax revenue resulting from the
implementation of the revision.

Section 76. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 218.125, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

218.125 Offset for tax loss associated with certain
constitutional amendments affecting fiscally constrained

counties.—

(1) Beginning in the 2010-2011 fiscal year, the Legislature

shall appropriate moneys to offset the reductions in ad valorem
tax revenue experienced by fiscally constrained counties, as
defined in s. 218.67 (1), which occur as a direct result of the
implementation of revisions of ss. 3(f) and 4(b), Art. VII of
the State Constitution which were approved in the general
election held in November 2008. The moneys appropriated for this
purpose shall be distributed in January of each fiscal year

among the fiscally constrained counties based on each county’s
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proportion of the total reduction in ad valorem tax revenue
resulting from the implementation of the revisions.

Section 77. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 218.135, Florida
Statutes, is reenacted to read:

218.135 Offset for tax loss associated with reductions in
value of certain citrus fruit packing and processing equipment.—

(1) For the 2018-2019 fiscal year, the Legislature shall
appropriate moneys to offset the reductions in ad valorem tax
revenue experienced by fiscally constrained counties, as defined
in s. 218.67(1), which occur as a direct result of the
implementation of s. 193.4516. The moneys appropriated for this
purpose shall be distributed in January 2019 among the fiscally
constrained counties based on each county’s proportion of the
total reduction in ad valorem tax revenue resulting from the
implementation of s. 193.4516.

Section 78. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 218.136, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

218.136 Offset for ad valorem revenue loss affecting
fiscally constrained counties.—

(1) Beginning in fiscal year 2025-2026, the Legislature
shall appropriate moneys to offset the reductions in ad valorem
tax revenue experienced by fiscally constrained counties, as
defined in s. 218.67 (1), which occur as a direct result of the
implementation of revisions of s. 6(a), Art. VII of the State

Constitution approved in the November 2024 general election. The
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moneys appropriated for this purpose shall be distributed in
January of each fiscal year among the fiscally constrained
counties based on each county’s proportion of the total
reduction in ad valorem tax revenue resulting from the
implementation of the revision of s. 6(a), Art. VII of the State
Constitution.

Section 79. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, paragraph (cc) of subsection (2) of section
252.35, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

252.35 Emergency management powers; Division of Emergency
Management .—

(2) The division is responsible for carrying out the
provisions of ss. 252.31-252.90. In performing its duties, the
division shall:

(cc) Administer a revolving loan program for local
government hazard mitigation projects.

Section 80. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (4) of section 288.102, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

288.102 Supply Chain Innovation Grant Program.—

(4) A minimum of a one-to-one match of nonstate resources,
including local, federal, or private funds, to the state
contribution is required. An award may not be made for a project
that is receiving or using state funding from another state
source or statutory program, including tax credits. The one-to-
one match requirement is waived for a public entity located in a

fiscally constrained county as defined in s. 218.67(1).
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Section 81. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, paragraph (h) of subsection (16) of section
403.064, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

403.064 Reuse of reclaimed water.—

(16) By November 1, 2021, domestic wastewater utilities
that dispose of effluent, reclaimed water, or reuse water by
surface water discharge shall submit to the department for
review and approval a plan for eliminating nonbeneficial surface
water discharge by January 1, 2032, subject to the requirements
of this section. The plan must include the average gallons per
day of effluent, reclaimed water, or reuse water that will no
longer be discharged into surface waters and the date of such
elimination, the average gallons per day of surface water
discharge which will continue in accordance with the
alternatives provided for in subparagraphs (a)2. and 3., and the
level of treatment that the effluent, reclaimed water, or reuse
water will receive before being discharged into a surface water
by each alternative.

(h) This subsection does not apply to any of the following:

1. A domestic wastewater treatment facility that is located
in a fiscally constrained county as described in s. 218.67(1).

2. A domestic wastewater treatment facility that is located
in a municipality that is entirely within a rural area of
opportunity as designated pursuant to s. 288.0656.

3. A domestic wastewater treatment facility that is located
in a municipality that has less than $10 million in total
revenue, as determined by the municipality’s most recent annual

financial report submitted to the Department of Financial
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3771 Services in accordance with s. 218.32. 3800| portion of the respective forest is located in proportion to the
3772 4. A domestic wastewater treatment facility that is 3801 forest acreage located in such county. The funds must be equally
37173 operated by an operator of a mobile home park as defined in s. 3802 divided between the board of county commissioners and the school
3774 723.003 and has a permitted capacity of less than 300,000 3803| board of each fiscally constrained county.
37175 gallons per day. 3804 Section 83. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
3776 Section 82. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 3805| made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in a
3777 made by this act to section 218.67, Florida Statutes, in 3806 reference thereto, paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
3778 references thereto, subsections (2) and (3) of section 589.08, 3807 1011.62, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:
3779| Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read: 3808 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
3780 589.08 Land acquisition restrictions.— 3809 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
3781 (2) The Florida Forest Service may receive, hold the 3810 district for operation of schools is not determined in the
3782 custody of, and exercise the control of any lands, and set aside 3811| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
3783 into a separate, distinct and inviolable fund, any proceeds 3812 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
3784 derived from the sales of the products of such lands, the use 3813 follows:
3785 thereof in any manner, or the sale of such lands save the 25 3814 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASE FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE
3786| percent of the proceeds to be paid into the State School Fund as 3815 PROGRAM.—The following procedure shall be followed in
3787 provided by law. The Florida Forest Service may use and apply 3816 determining the base Florida Education Finance Program funds for
3788 such funds for the acquisition, use, custody, management, 3817 each district:
3789 development, or improvement of any lands vested in or subject to 3818 (f) Small district factor.—An additional value per full-
3790| the control of the Florida Forest Service. After full payment 3819| time equivalent student membership is provided to each school
3791| has been made for the purchase of a state forest to the Federal 3820| district with a full-time equivalent student membership of fewer
3792 Government or other grantor, 15 percent of the gross receipts 3821 than 20,000 full-time equivalent students which is in a fiscally
3793| from a state forest shall be paid to the fiscally constrained 3822 constrained county as described in s. 218.67(1). The amount of
3794 county or counties, as described in s. 218.67(1), in which it is 3823 the additional value shall be specified in the General
3795 located in proportion to the acreage located in each county for 3824| Appropriations Act.
3796| use by the county or counties for school purposes. 3825 Section 84. For the purpose of incorporating the amendments
3797 (3) The Florida Forest Service shall pay 15 percent of the 3826| made by this act to sections 218.67 and 339.2818, Florida
3798 gross receipts from the Goethe State Forest to each fiscally 3827 Statutes, in references thereto, paragraph (c) of subsection (6)
3799 constrained county, as described in s. 218.67(1), in which a 3828 of section 403.0741, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:
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403.0741 Grease waste removal and disposal.—

(6) REGULATION BY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.—

(c) Fiscally constrained counties as described in s.
218.67(1) and small counties as defined in s. 339.2818(2) may
opt out of the requirements of this section.

Section 85. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 288.0656, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, paragraph (e) of subsection (7) of section
163.3177, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

163.3177 Required and optional elements of comprehensive
plan; studies and surveys.—

(7)

(e) This subsection does not confer the status of rural
area of opportunity, or any of the rights or benefits derived
from such status, on any land area not otherwise designated as
such pursuant to s. 288.0656(7).

Section 86. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 288.9961, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section
288.9962, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

288.9962 Broadband Opportunity Program.—

(7) (a) In evaluating grant applications and awarding
grants, the office must give priority to applications that:

1. Offer broadband Internet service to important community
institutions, including, but not limited to, libraries,
educational institutions, public safety facilities, and health
care facilities;

2. Facilitate the use of telemedicine and electronic health

records;
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3. Serve economically distressed areas of this state, as
measured by indices of unemployment, poverty, or population loss
that are significantly greater than the statewide average;

4. Provide for scalability to transmission speeds of at
least 100 megabits per second download and 10 megabits per
second upload;

5. Include a component to actively promote the adoption of
the newly available broadband Internet service in the community;

6. Provide evidence of strong support for the project from
citizens, government, businesses, and institutions in the
community;

7. Provide access to broadband Internet service to the
greatest number of unserved households and businesses;

8. Leverage greater amounts of funding for a project from
private sources; or

9. Demonstrate consistency with the strategic plan adopted
under s. 288.9961.

Section 87. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 319.32, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (1) of section 215.211, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

215.211 Service charge; elimination or reduction for
specified proceeds.—

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 215.20(1) and
former s. 215.20(3), the service charge provided in s. 215.20(1)
and former s. 215.20(3), which is deducted from the proceeds of
the taxes distributed under ss. 206.606(1), 207.026,
212.0501(6), and 319.32(5), shall be eliminated beginning July

1, 2000.
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3887 Section 88. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 3916| State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program is created for the
3888| made by this act to section 339.68, Florida Statutes, in 3917| purpose of providing funds to counties and eligible
3889 references thereto, subsections (5) and (6) of section 339.66, 3918 municipalities as an incentive for the creation of local housing
3890| Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read: 3919| partnerships, to expand production of and preserve affordable
3891 339.66 Upgrade of arterial highways with controlled access 3920| housing, to further the housing element of the local government
3892 facilities.— 3921 comprehensive plan specific to affordable housing, and to
3893 (5) Any existing applicable requirements relating to 3922 increase housing-related employment.
3894 department projects shall apply to projects undertaken by the 3923 (4) Moneys in the Local Government Housing Trust Fund shall
3895| department pursuant to this section. The department shall take 3924| be distributed by the corporation to each approved county and
3896 into consideration the guidance and recommendations of any 3925 eligible municipality within the county as provided in s.
3897 previous studies or reports relevant to the projects authorized 3926 420.9073. Distributions shall be allocated to the participating
3898| by this section and ss. 339.67 and 339.68, including, but not 3927 county and to each eligible municipality within the county
3899 limited to, the task force reports prepared pursuant to chapter 3928 according to an interlocal agreement between the county
3900| 2019-43, Laws of Florida. 3929| governing authority and the governing body of the eligible
3901 (6) Any existing applicable requirements relating to 3930 municipality or, if there is no interlocal agreement, according
3902 turnpike projects apply to projects undertaken by the Turnpike 3931 to population. The portion for each eligible municipality is
3903| Enterprise pursuant to this section. The Turnpike Enterprise 3932 computed by multiplying the total moneys earmarked for a county
3904 shall take into consideration the guidance and recommendations 3933| by a fraction, the numerator of which is the population of the
3905 of any previous studies or reports relevant to the projects 3934 eligible municipality and the denominator of which is the total
3906| authorized by this section and ss. 339.67 and 339.68, including, 3935| population of the county. The remaining revenues shall be
3907| but not limited to, the task force reports prepared pursuant to 3936| distributed to the governing body of the county.
3908 chapter 2019-43, Laws of Florida, and with respect to any 3937 (6) The moneys that otherwise would be distributed pursuant
3909| extension of the Florida Turnpike from its northerly terminus in 3938| to s. 420.9073 to a local government that does not meet the
3910| Wildwood. 3939| program’s requirements for receipts of such distributions shall
3911 Section 89. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 3940| remain in the Local Government Housing Trust Fund to be
3912| made by this act to section 420.9073, Florida Statutes, in 3941| administered by the corporation.
3913 references thereto, subsections (4) and (6) of section 420.9072, 3942 Section 90. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
3914 Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read: 3943| made by this act to section 420.9073, Florida Statutes, in a
3915 420.9072 State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program.—The 3944 reference thereto, paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of section
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420.9076, Florida Statutes, 1is reenacted to read:

420.9076 Adoption of affordable housing incentive
strategies; committees.—

(7) The governing board of the county or the eligible
municipality shall notify the corporation by certified mail of
its adoption of an amendment of its local housing assistance
plan to incorporate local housing incentive strategies. The
notice must include a copy of the approved amended plan.

(b) If a county fails to timely adopt an amended local
housing assistance plan to incorporate local housing incentive
strategies but an eligible municipality receiving a local
housing distribution pursuant to an interlocal agreement within
the county does timely adopt an amended local housing assistance
plan to incorporate local housing incentive strategies, the
corporation, after issuance of a notice of termination, shall
thereafter distribute directly to the participating eligible
municipality its share calculated in the manner provided in s.
420.9073.

Section 91. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 420.9073, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, subsection (2) of section 420.9079, Florida
Statutes, 1s reenacted to read:

420.9079 Local Government Housing Trust Fund.—

(2) The corporation shall administer the fund exclusively
for the purpose of implementing the programs described in ss.
420.907-420.9076 and this section. With the exception of
monitoring the activities of counties and eligible
municipalities to determine local compliance with program

requirements, the corporation shall not receive appropriations
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from the fund for administrative or personnel costs. For the
purpose of implementing the compliance monitoring provisions of
s. 420.9075(9), the corporation may request a maximum of one-
quarter of 1 percent of the annual appropriation per state
fiscal year. When such funding is appropriated, the corporation
shall deduct the amount appropriated prior to calculating the
local housing distribution pursuant to ss. 420.9072 and
420.9073.

Section 92. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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. Summary:

SB 318 makes substantial changes to education choice and school funding programs to improve
student tracking, ensure funding follows the student, enhance budget predictability, create
consistency across scholarship programs, and incorporate recommendations made by the Auditor
General.

To ensure funding stability, the bill moves the Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) into a
separate categorical within the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP). The bill expands the
use of the Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program to provide financial support for districts
with changes in student enrollment and to ensure scholarships are funded for all eligible students.
Additionally, scholarship payments to families will shift from quarterly to monthly, and families
will be required to verify continued eligibility before each payment.

The bill standardizes processes across all scholarship programs by establishing fall and spring
application windows, requiring a single application, and requiring documentation to verify
enrollment status. The bill requires the Department of Education (DOE) to develop a standard
withdrawal form for families leaving a public school to enroll in a scholarship program and to
report on student mobility within the scholarship programs.

To address data accuracy, the bill requires additional documentation at the time of application,
including residency verification and a birth certificate. The bill requires the DOE to cross-check
applicants against public school enrollment records and to assign a student ID to all scholarship
recipients to standardize data tracking. The DOE is required to implement a uniform
reimbursement and invoicing process.

To enhance oversight, the bill requires an annual full-time equivalent (FTE) audit of scholarship
programs by the Auditor General, with scholarship-funding organizations (SFOs) required to
return any misallocated funds.
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Finally, the bill requires the DOE, by December 1, 2026, to recommend to the Governor and
Legislature ways to improve the efficient and effective implementation of the scholarship
programs for implementation beginning with the 2028-2029 school year. The recommendations
must, at a minimum, address program administration and cost options (including use of up to
five SFOs), tax credit administration, SFO approval requirements, and a plan to ensure that
background screening results for education providers screened through the Department of
Children and Families are shared with the DOE.

The bill has both negative and positive indeterminate fiscal impacts relating to multiple
provisions in the bill. See Section V., Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill is effective July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:

The present situation for the relevant portions of the bill is discussed under the Effect of
Proposed Changes of this bill analysis.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Florida offers several scholarship programs that allow parents of an eligible student to register
their child to attend a private school that may better serve the student’s particular needs, provide
educational options for their student with a disability, or direct the education of their child. The
three scholarship programs include:
e The Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES), which includes:
o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school (FES-EO).
o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA).!
e The Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Program,? for students attending a private school
or for students in a personalized education program (PEP).’
e The Hope Scholarship Program (HSP).*

The Department of Education (DOE) and Commissioner of Education® are tasked with
implementation and oversight responsibilities. Florida’s scholarship programs are administered
by scholarship funding organizations (SFOs) approved by the DOE.°

As of November 2025, a total of 560,935 students were funded in the scholarship program in the
2025-2026 school year:

e 307,993 students were funded through the FES-EO scholarship;

e 163,242 students were funded through the FES-UA scholarship;

e 7,560 students were funded through the FTC scholarship; and

I'Section 1002.394, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.
2 Section 1002.395, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.
3 Section 1002.395(2), F.S.

4 Section 1002.40, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C.
5 Section 1002.421, F.S.

6 See ss. 1002.394(11) and 1002.395(6) and (15), F.S.
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84,140 students were funded through the PEP scholarship.’

State School Choice Scholarship Program Accountability and Oversight

Present Situation

Private School Eligibility and Obligations

Each scholarship program has unique requirements for private schools, but there are common
criteria that each private school must meet in order to participate in any of the state’s scholarship
programs.® All private schools in Florida may be sectarian or nonsectarian, must meet Florida’s
definition of a private school,’ be registered with the state, and be in compliance with all the
requirements of a private school. A private school that participates in the scholarship program
must also:

Comply with 42 U.S.C. s. 2000d which prohibits excluding a person from participation in
federally assisted programs on the grounds of race, color, or national origin.

Notify the Department of Education (DOE) of its intent to participate in a scholarship
program.

Notify the DOE of any changes in the school’s name, director, mailing address, or physical
location within 15 days of the change.

Provide the DOE or the scholarship funding organization (SFO) all required documentation
for student registration and payment.

Provide to the SFO the school’s fee schedule.

Annually complete and submit to the DOE a notarized scholarship compliance statement
verifying compliance with background screening requirements.

Demonstrate fiscal soundness in accordance with statutory requirements.

Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules.

Employ or contract with teachers that meet specified qualifications.

Maintain a physical location in the state at which each student has regular and direct contact
with teachers. Regular and direct contact with teachers may be satisfied for students enrolled
in a PEP if students have regular and direct contact with teachers at the physical location at
least two school days per week and the student learning plan addresses the remaining
instructional time.

Provide to parents information regarding the school’s programs, services, classroom teacher
qualifications, and a statement that a private school student with a disability does not have a
right to all of the services that the student would receive if enrolled in a public school under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Provide the parent, at least on a quarterly basis, with a written report of the student’s
progress.

Cooperate with a parent who wants a student to participate in Florida’s statewide,
standardized assessments.

Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical conduct for educational support employees,
instructional personnel, and school administrators.

7 Email, Florida Department of Education (Dec. 1, 2025) (on file with the Senate Committee on Appropriations).
8 Section 1002.421, F.S.
% Section 1002.01(3), F.S.
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e Not be owned or operated by a person or an entity domiciled in, owned by, or in any way
controlled by a foreign country of concern or foreign principal, as identified in law.'”

The DOE is required to annually verify the eligibility of private schools that meet the
requirements of state law. The DOE must also provide a process for individuals to report
violations of law regarding program participation, oversee compliance with health and fire safety
requirements, and maintain a list of nationally norm-referenced tests identified for purposes of
satisfying scholarship program assessment requirements.'!

The Commissioner of Education (commissioner) may deny, suspend, or revoke a private
school’s participation in a scholarship program if the private school does not comply with
requirements in law, or is or has operated a school in a manner contrary to the health, safety, or
welfare of the public.'?

The commissioner may also permanently deny or revoke the authority of an owner, officer or
director to establish or operate a private school in the state and include such individual on the
disqualification list,'* if the commissioner decides that the owner, officer, or director is operating
or has operated a school in a manner contrary to health, safety and welfare or operated a school
that closed during the school year.!*

Department of Education Enrollment Verification for the K-12 Scholarship Program

The DOE is required to notify all SFOs of the deadlines for submitting to the DOE the list of
scholarship students deemed eligible by the SFO. The DOE is required to cross-check this list of
scholarship students with the full-time equivalent membership survey data to avoid duplication
and adjust payments to eligible nonprofit SFOs. When the Florida Education Finance Program
(FEFP) is recalculated based on full-time equivalent student membership, the DOE must adjust
the amount of state funds allocated to school districts through the FEFP based upon the results of
the cross-check.'

To assist in this process, the DOE assigns a Florida Education Identifier (FLEID) to each student
funded through the FEFP, including FES scholarship students.'® However, students enrolled in
the FTC scholarship program are not assigned an FLEID.

Auditor General Report: Department of Education 2024-25 School Year Funding Accountability
Challenges

During fiscal year (FY) 2025-2026, the Auditor General (AG) conducted an operational audit of
the DOE’s implementation of the state’s K-12 scholarship program. The audit examined various
aspects of the state’s funding for the 2024-2025 school year, including accountability challenges

10 Section 1002.421(1), F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.03315, F.A.C.

Il Sections 1002.421(2), 1002.394(8)(a) and 1002.395(9)(e), F.S.
12 Section 1002.421(3), F.S.

13 See's. 1001.10(4), F.S.

14 Section 1002.421(3), F.S.

5 Section 1002.394(8)(a)2. and 13., F.S.

16 Section 1008.386; see also, Rule 6A-1.00141, F.A.C.
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faced and potential lessons learned.!” The AG’s audit focused on several areas, including, but not
limited to:

e Unexpected funding demand,

e Cross-checks; and

e Recoupment and withholding deficiencies'®

For the unexpected funding demand, the AG noted when the Legislature passed the 2024-2025
fiscal year General Appropriations Act in March of 2024, the state projected 3.2 million
unweighted and almost 3.5 million weighted FTE. However, per the Final Calculation of the
FEFP, unweighted FTE and weighted FTE for the 2024-2025 school year was over 9,100 greater
and nearly 45,000 greater, respectively, than projected, representing a significant unexpected
draw on State education funding.!” Because the baseline funding amounts and FTE enrollment
forecast were set in March with the FEFP First Calculation, while new and renewal FES program
applications remained open through November 15, 2024, and April 30, 2024, respectively, the
Legislature had to develop a budget using participation data that did not yet reflect full-year
enrollment, which can result in FTE and funding estimates that differ substantially from actual
enrollment.

For the cross-checking process, the AG noted several deficiencies and inconsistencies. Although
the DOE had identified potential duplicate students enrolled in both the scholarship program and
public school, the DOE relied on voluntary reporting through a survey sent to the parent or
guardian of a matched student to potentially halt scholarship payments.?* When a parent did not
respond to the survey, the AG found that the DOE often took no action in halting scholarship
payments.?! DOE’s response to the AG report noted an update to the cross-checking process to
include providing a list of potential scholarship students to with a request that district staff
review the list and identify students who may be enrolled in district schools. For students who
have been identified as enrolled in public school, funds are not released to the scholarship
account until a student submits to the SFO a withdrawal form. %>

For the recoupment and withholding deficiencies, the AG noted the DOE was inconsistent in
recouping and withholding funds from the SFOs when overpayments occurred. The DOE would
either withhold or request repayment back from the SFOs but didn’t document when remittances
or withholds occurred and the amounts due back to the DOE.?

Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Application and Payment Process

For the FTC private school scholarship program, an SFO must establish a process for parents
who reapply for an FTC scholarship to renew their student’s scholarship. The renewal
applications for the 2025-2026 school year and thereafter must provide for a renewal timeline

17 State of Florida Auditor General, Operational Audit, Department of Education 2024-25 School Year Funding
Accountability Challenges, Report No. 2026-046, at 7 (Nov. 2025), available at https:/flauditor.gov/pages/pdf files/2026-
046.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

8 Id. at 9-11

1 Id. at 9-10.

20 Id. at 10.

2 Id. at 10-11.

22 Id. at 23-24.

B Id. at 14-15.




BILL: SB 318 Page 6

beginning February 1 of the prior school year and ending April 30 of the prior school year. A
student’s renewal is contingent upon an eligible private school providing confirmation of
admission and a confirmation by the parent that the scholarship is being renewed or declined by
May 31. Parents of students applying for a new FTC scholarship may apply throughout the
school year, and the date by which the scholarship is accepted or declined is set by the SFO.*

For FTC scholarship students with a PEP scholarship, an SFO must establish a process for
parents to apply for a new scholarship or renew an existing scholarship for the 2025-2026 school
year. The process must require that renewals and new applications be made between February 1
and April 30 of the prior school year. The process must require that parents confirm the
scholarship is being accepted, renewed, or declined, as appropriate, by May 31.%

The following table displays the application deadlines for new and renewal scholarships:

Type of . Application Parent must Accept
Apgi[i)cation Scholarship Program &l’)indow or Decline by b
NEW FTC PEP Feb 1-April 30 May 31
FTC-Full-time Private None Date set by the SFO
RENEWAL FTC PEP Feb 1-April 30 May 31

Payment of the FTC scholarship by the SFO must be by funds transfer. The SFO must ensure
that the parent has approved a funds transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited. If a
scholarship student is attending an eligible private school full time, the initial payment must be
made after the SFO’s verification of admission acceptance, and subsequent payments must be
made upon verification of continued enrollment and attendance at the eligible private school.?®

Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) Application and Payment Process

For FES new scholarship applicants, the SFO must establish a process for, beginning with the
2025-2026 school year, parents to submit an application no earlier than February 1 of the prior
school year until November 15. Applications received by the SFO after this date will be
considered on a first-come-first-served basis for the following school year. The process must
require that a parent confirm that the scholarship will be accepted or declined by December 15.?
The SFO must verify to the DOE the student’s eligibility to participate in the scholarship
program at least 30 days before each payment. Upon receiving the verified list of eligible
scholarship students, the DOE must release, from state funds only, funds to the SFO for deposit
into the student’s account in quarterly payments no later than September 1, November 1,
February 1, and April 1 of each school year in which the scholarship is in force.?®

For FES renewal scholarship applicants, the SFO must establish a process for parents receiving a
scholarship to renew their participation, beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, with a
renewal timeline beginning February 1 and ending April 30 of the prior school year. Renewal
must be contingent on confirmation of admission to an eligible private school, if applicable. The

24 Section 1002.395(6)(d), F.S.
25 Section 1002.395(7), F.S.

26 Section 1002.395(11), F.S.

27 Section 1002.394(11), F.S.

28 Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.
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process must require a parent to confirm by May 31 that the scholarship will be renewed or
declined.?” The SFO must verify the student’s continued eligibility to participate in the
scholarship program at least 30 days before each payment. Upon receiving the verified list of
eligible scholarship students, the department must release funds, from state funds only, to the
SFO for deposit into the student’s account in quarterly payments no later than August 1,
November 1, February 1, and April 1 of each school year in which the scholarship is in force.*°

The following table displays the application deadlines for new and renewal scholarships:
Type of Scholarship Application Parent must Accept

Application  Program Window or Decline by
NEW FES-EO and FES-UA | Feb 1 -Nov 15 December 15

RENEWAL | FES-EO and FES-UA | Feb 1-April 30 May 31

To maintain eligibility for the FES scholarship, a parent must sign an agreement with the SFO

and annually submit a sworn compliance statement:

e Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program that meets regular school attendance
requirements;

e Affirming that the program funds are used only for authorized purposes serving the student’s
educational needs; that any prepaid college plan or college savings plan funds will not be
transferred; and that the parent will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of any funds
provided under this section; and

e Affirming that the parent is responsible for all eligible expenses in excess of the amount of
the scholarship.?!

Family Empowerment Scholarship and Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Funding

The FES award for students attending a private school (FES-EO) and the FES award for students
with disabilities (FES-UA) are funded through the FEFP.

The FTC scholarship is funded with contributions to SFOs from taxpayers who receive a tax
credit for use against their liability for corporate income tax, insurance premium tax, severance
taxes on oil and gas production, self-accrued sales tax liabilities of direct pay permit holders or
alcoholic beverage taxes on beer, wine, and spirits and rental or license fees.>? The tax credit is
equal to 100 percent of the eligible contributions made.>* Prior to the use of state funds for FES-
EO scholarships, the SFO is required to exhaust the use of tax credit contributions to cover
eligible FTC scholarships.**

The FES-EO is funded through the FEFP with a scholarship awarded by the SFO.3> An FES-EO
scholarship award amount for a student to attend an eligible private school is calculated as 100

2 Section 1002.394(10), F.S.

30 Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.

31 Section 1002.394(10)(b), F.S.

32 Sections 1002.395(1) and (5) and 212.099(2), F.S.

33 Sections 220.1875(1), 212.099(2), and 1002.395(5), F.S.
3% Section 1002.394(12)(a), F.S.

35 Section 1002.394(8)(a), (11)(a), (11)(b), and (12)(a), F.S.
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percent of the school district’s funding per student, including specified categorical funds.*® The
DOE must notify the SFO that scholarships may not be awarded in a school district in which the
scholarship award will exceed 99 percent of the school district’s share of the state FEFP funds as
calculated by the DOE.*’

The FES-UA is funded through the FEFP with a scholarship awarded by a SFO.?® The FES-UA
scholarship award amount is determined based on the student’s matrix level of service.** For a
student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of services or a diagnosis by a physician or
psychologist, a FES-UA scholarship award amount is calculated as 100 percent of the school
districts funding per student in the basic exceptional student education (ESE) program, including
specified categorical funds.*’ For a student who has a Level IV or Level V matrix of services a
FES-UA scholarship award amount is calculated as 100 percent of the school districts’ funding
per student in the Level IV or Level V ESE program, including specified categorical funds.*!

School District Obligations

By January 1 of each year, a school district must inform all households within the district
receiving free or reduced-priced meals under the National School Lunch Act of their eligibility to
apply to the DOE for an FES. The form of such notice must be provided by the DOE, and the
school district must include the provided form in any normal correspondence with eligible
households. Additionally, school districts, upon the request of the DOE, must coordinate with the
DOE to provide to a participating private school the statewide assessments administered.*?

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill shifts provisions from ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., into s. 1002.421, F.S., and also
establishes new scholarship requirements in that section. Accordingly, the bill amends s.
1002.421, F.S., to retitle the statute from “State school choice scholarship program
accountability and oversight” to “State school choice scholarship programs.”

36 Section 1002.394(12)(a)1., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2025-26, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Dec. 4,
2025). The categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the Educational
Enrichment Allocation, and the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), and (16), F.S.

37 Section 1002.394(8)(a), F.S.

38 Section 1002.394(8)(a), (11)(a), (11)(b), and (12)(a), F.S. The department must notify the SFO that scholarships may not
be awarded in a school district in which the scholarship award will exceed 99 percent of the school district’s share of the state
FEFP funds as calculated by the department. Section 1002.394(8)(a), F.S.

3 Florida Department of Education, Matrix of Services Handbook 2017 Edition, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/2017MatrixServices.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

40 Section 1002.394(12)(b)2., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2025-26, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Dec. 4,
2025). The FEFP categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the
Educational Enrichment Allocation, the Exceptional Student Education Guaranteed Allocation, and the State-Funded
Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), (8), and (16), F.S.

41 Section 1002.394(12)(b)3., F.S.; see also Step Up For Students, Basic Scholarship Amounts for 2025-26, available at
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/Scholarship%20Info/FTC-FES-EO-PEP-Award-Amounts.pdf (last visited Dec. 4,
2025). The categoricals included in this calculation are the Discretionary Millage Compression Supplement, the Educational
Enrichment Allocation, and the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement. Section 1011.62(5), (7)(a), and (16), F.S.

42 Section 1002.394(7), F.S.; see also s. 1002.395(10), F.S.
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Current Provisions in Statute

The bill shifts all of the following provisions from ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., into s.

1002.421, F.S.:

e Definitions.

e The prohibition on an SFO charging an application fee.

e How students are prioritized in the awarding of scholarships.

e The prohibition on a parent applying for multiple scholarships for an individual student at the
same time.

e The requirement that an SFO may not restrict or reserve scholarships for use at a particular
eligible private school or provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator.

e The requirement that an SFO must notify each parent that participation in the scholarship
program does not guarantee enrollment at an eligible private school.

e The requirement that an SFO may not further regulate, exercise control over, or require
documentation beyond the requirements of the scholarship programs unless the regulation,
control, or documentation is necessary for participation in the program.

e The requirement that the DOE notify an SFO of any of the SFO’s identified students who
were submitted for a scholarship from another SFO and from which SFO the student receives
funding.

e The requirements related to SFOs maintaining separate accounts for each enrolled student
and transferring maximum scholarship account balances.

e Current assessment requirements for students receiving a scholarship and the requirement
that DOE maintain a list of nationally norm-referenced tests.

¢ Authorization for a private school to be sectarian or nonsectarian.

e Current background screening requirements for private schools and SFOs.

e DOE requirements to investigate any written complaint of a violation of scholarship
program.

e DOE requirements to publish and update, as necessary, information on the website about the
educational scholarship programs, including, but not limited to, student eligibility criteria,
parental responsibilities, and relevant data.

e DOE requirements to coordinate with each organization to develop a process to collect input
and feedback from parents, private schools, and providers before an organization may
implement substantial modifications or enhancements to the reimbursement process.

e School district requirements related to administering the statewide assessment to students
receive a scholarship and notification of available scholarships.

Scholarship Application Process

The bill requires an SFO to establish a single application process for both the FTC and FES
programs, in a manner that creates an electronic record of the application, which must include
the date the application was submitted, the date the application was approved or denied, and the
date the scholarship was accepted or declined.

The bill requires an SFO to provide the parent with information on each scholarship program
available which clearly outlines the eligibility requirements and authorized uses of funds for each
program to enable the parent of a student to determine which program best fits the needs of each
student.



BILL: SB 318 Page 10

To align with the Auditor General’s recommendation to reevaluate the timing of the scholarship
program application windows,* the bill establishes two application approval windows each
school year during which a parent of an eligible student, including renewal students,** may apply
for an educational scholarship, except for PEP students who may only apply during the fall
application window period. The windows are established as follows:

e The fall application window may not begin any earlier than February 1 of the preceding
school year, and a parent initially applying for the fall term must affirmatively accept the
scholarship between June 15 and July 15.

e The spring application window for the spring scholarship term must close no later than Nov.
15. A parent initially applying for the spring term must affirmatively accept the scholarship
between October 15 and November 15.

A failure to accept the scholarship between the applicable approval window results in an
automatic declination of the scholarship.

The bill allows students in foster care or out-of-home care, students who are eligible for the
Hope Program, or a dependent child of a parent of a member of the United States Armed Forces
to apply for a scholarship at any time, but clarifies that such students may only receive payments
prospectively. Additionally, the Commissioner of Education may extend an application window
for any eligible group of students due to extenuating circumstances that affect one or more
regions of this state.

Enrollment Verification

The bill requires that the SFO must request from each student the following information:

e More than one form of proof of residency or proof that the student is the dependent of an
active-duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has received permanent change
of station orders to this state.

e A copy of the student's birth certificate.

e For a student that was enrolled in public school in the school year prior to participation in the
scholarship program, proof that the parent submitted the standard withdrawal form to the
public school at which the student was previously enrolled.

e The following documentation from the parent attesting that while the student receives
scholarship payments, the student will be enrolled in and in compliance with the applicable
attendance requirements:

o A copy of the notice of a parent's intent to establish and maintain a home education
program;

o A personalized education program and a copy of the student learning plan that has been
reviewed and verified by the SFO; or

o A letter of admission or enrollment from an eligible private school for the school year in
which the student is applying.

e If known, the student’s Florida student identification number if one has been assigned.

43 State of Florida Auditor General, Operational Audit, Department of Education 2024-25 School Year Funding
Accountability Challenges, Report No. 2026-046 at 17 (Nov. 2025), available at https:/flauditor.gov/pages/pdf files/2026-
046.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

4 A “renewal student” is defined in the bill as a student who was eligible to receive and received a payment for the last
installment in the school year immediately preceding the school year for which the student is applying for a scholarship.
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If the student is a renewal student, the organization must:

e Require, by July 15, that each student, submit the norm-referenced assessment results.

e Receive documentation from the parent attesting that the student will continue to meet all
eligibility requirements for the scholarship.

e Verify that all documents required for eligibility have been received and are on file.

e Verify that if the student lives out of state and is a dependent of an active duty member of the
United States Armed Forces, receive documentation that the home of record or state of legal
residence is Florida.

Cross-Check Process

The bill requires that the SFO submit to the DOE a list of verified eligible students and any
information necessary for the department to conduct the following cross-check reviews by
August 1, October 1, December 1, and March 1.

The bill requires the DOE to assign each student on a verified list submitted by an SFO a Florida
Education Identifier (FLEID). Once a student is assigned an FLEID, the SFO must use that
number for the reporting and tracking of all scholarship data.

To align with DOE’s new process for cross-checking scholarship enrollment, the bill requires the
DOE to send a list of the eligible students submitted by the SFO to the applicable school district.
The school district must cross-check each student by FLEID number with its most recent student
attendance records*’ and send the results, including any duplicates, to the DOE. For any student
reported as a duplicate by a school district, the DOE must determine whether the student is
prohibited from receiving a scholarship award. As part of the DOE’s determination process, the
DOE must require the SFO to suspend payments to the student’s account and the use of funds in
the student’s account related to any period of time the student is ineligible.

Pre-Payment Verification

The bill requires that prior to the disbursement of each scholarship payment to families, the SFO
must verify the student's continued eligibility based upon the requirements of the applicable
student's scholarship program. For scholarship programs that require private school enrollment,
the SFO must verify that the student is enrolled in and in attendance at an eligible participating
private school. The bill clarifies that the SFO may not make any payment into a student's account
upon notification that the student is enrolled in a public school until the SFO can verify the
student's continued eligibility. An SFO is liable to the state for inappropriate payments and must
reimburse the state for any amount of funds that were improperly awarded which cannot be
recovered.

The bill also requires that prior to the receipt of each scholarship payment, a parent of the student
must attest that the student is not enrolled full-time in a public school and is enrolled in and in
attendance unless excused for illness or other good cause at:

e A home education program;

e A personalized education program; or

e An eligible private school.

45 Section 1003.23, F.S., requires all school districts to maintain attendance records for each school day.
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The bill authorizes a private school to provide the attestation on behalf of the parent by attesting
that the student is enrolled in and in attendance at the private school. The private school and the
SFO must maintain records of parental authorization, and such authorization must be renewed
each school year. An improper attestation may be investigated as fraud and the private school
may be liable to the state and, if found liable, must reimburse the state for funds improperly paid
to the private school.

Scholarship Award Amounts and Payment Schedule

The bill requires that the calculated scholarship program award amounts must be the amounts
provided in the General Appropriations Act (GAA), which are based upon the amounts by basic
program and program for exceptional students under the FEFP. This amount will be adjusted
annually based upon the value of the percentage change increase in per student funding at the
state level for public school districts as provided in the GAA.

The calculated scholarship amount for a student determined eligible for an FES-EO and FTC
scholarship will be based upon the student's current grade level and county of residence. The
calculated scholarship amount for a student determined eligible for an FES-UA scholarship will
be based upon the student's current grade level, exceptional student program, and county of
residence.

The bill changes scholarship disbursements to families from quarterly payments to ten equal
installments and requires the payments be made in accordance with the prepayment verification
process. For a renewal student receiving a scholarship award and whose funds are applied to
tuition at an eligible private school that has agreed to attest to the student’s attendance the SFO
may make the first payment no earlier than August 15 and the second payment no earlier than
September 15. For all other students receiving scholarship awards, the SFO may make the first
payment no earlier than September 15, with the first payment including two installments. Each
subsequent payment must be made no later than October 15, November 15, December 15,
January 15, February 15, March 15, April 15, and May 15 of each school year in which the
scholarship is in force.

DOE Obligations

The bill requires the DOE to investigate fraudulent activity and if the commissioner has reason to
believe that an SFO, a private school, or a recipient has engaged in, or is engaging in, a
fraudulent act, the commissioner is required to investigate and determine whether any fraud or
overpayment has occurred. During the investigation, the DOE may examine all records and make
inquiry of persons who may have knowledge as to any irregularity incidental to the disbursement
of state funds or other items or benefit authorizations to scholarship recipients. Based on the
results of the investigation, the DOE may refer the investigation to the Department of Financial
Services for criminal investigation. Any suspected criminal violation identified by the DOE must
be referred to the Department of Financial Services for criminal investigation. A person who
commits an act of fraud is subject to the penalties provided in s. 414.39(5), F.S.#

46 Section 414.39 (5), F.S., establishes penalties for fraud that vary according to the value of the fraud committed.
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The bill requires the DOE to develop a standard withdrawal form for parents who are
withdrawing from public school to enroll in a scholarship program. The form must include the
student's FLEID number, student's full name, student's date of birth, school or program from
which the student is withdrawing, and date of withdrawal. The bill also requires the DOE to
annually report on the number of students withdrawing from each scholarship program and
enrolling in a public school, and the number of students withdrawing from a public school and
enrolling in a scholarship program, by scholarship type.

The bill requires the DOE, in consultation with the SFOs, to develop a uniform reimbursement
process that the SFO must use when processing reimbursement requests, including invoices. The
SFO must process a reimbursement request within 30 days of receipt of such request.

Finally, the bill creates an undesignated section of law that requires the DOE, no later than
December 1, 2026, to provide recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
implementation of the scholarship programs for implementation beginning in the 2028-2029
school year. At a minimum, the DOE must provide recommendations which include the
following scholarship program components:

e The costs to contract with SFOs, not to exceed five SFOs, or to administer the scholarship
program wholly or partly within the DOE, school districts, or educational consortiums
including, but not limited to, costs associated with:

o The scholarship application process.

o The scholarship enrollment and verification.

o The scholarship payment and reimbursement process and the scholarship account
requirements

o Communicating with parents regarding the different scholarship programs and how to
apply to a scholarship program and assisting parents with additional scholarship-related
questions and issues.

o A reasonable administration fee by various program component.

e The administration of the scholarship-funding tax credits program.

e The requirements to be an approved scholarship-funding organization.

e A plan to ensure that the results from required background screening for education providers
who are licensed or who are exempt from licensure through the Department of Children and
Families are shared with the DOE.

School District Obligations

The bill requires a school district, upon the request of a parent, to provide the parent of a student
enrolled in a school within the school district the standard withdrawal form developed by the
DOE. The school district must sign a completed form within 10 days of receipt. The school
district must also publish the withdrawal form on its website in a downloadable format.

The bill amends s.1003.485, F.S., to conform a cross reference changed in the bill.
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Authorized Uses of FTC and FES Scholarships

Present Situation

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Authorized Uses

Authorized uses of Florida Tax Credit (FTC) scholarship funds include:

Tuition and fees for enrollment in an eligible private school.*’

Instructional materials, including digital materials and Internet resources.

Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

Tuition and fees associated with full- or part-time enrollment in a home education
instructional program, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a program offered
by such institution, an approved preapprenticeship program, a private tutoring program, a
virtual program offered by a Department of Education (DOE)-approved private online
provider, the Florida Virtual School (FLVS) as a private paying student, or an approved
online course.

Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, Advanced Placement
(AP) examinations, industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes. A
student who receives services under a contract is not considered enrolled in a public school
for scholarship eligibility purposes but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis.
Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services by a choice navigator.*®

Family Empowerment Scholarships — Authorized Uses

Authorized uses of the Florida Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school
(FES-EO) in an education savings account include:

Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.

Instructional materials, including digital materials and Internet resources.

Curriculum, which is a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time enrollment in an eligible
postsecondary educational institution or a program offered by the postsecondary educational
institution, an approved preapprenticeship program, a private tutoring program, a virtual
program offered by a department-approved private online provider, the FLVS as a private
paying student, or an approved online course.

Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, AP examinations,
industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary education, or other
assessments.

Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes. A
student who receives services under a contract is not considered enrolled in a public school
for scholarship eligibility purposes but rather attending a public school on a part-time basis.

47 Students enrolled in the PEP program may only use funds to enroll in a private school that meets regular and direct contact
with teachers, if students have regular and direct contact with teachers at the physical location at least two school days per
week and the student learning plan addresses the remaining instructional time.

48 Section 1002.395(6)(d), F.S.
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Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services by a choice navigator.*

A Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA) for an eligible
student with a disability may be used to cover the following expenses:

Instructional materials, including digital devices, digital periphery devices, and assistive
technology devices and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these devices.
Curriculum, including any required supplemental materials and associated online instruction.
Specialized services by approved providers or by a hospital in this state, which may include,
but are not limited to, applied behavior analysis services, services provided by speech-
language pathologists, occupational therapy services, services provided by physical
therapists, or services provided by listening and spoken language specialists.

Tuition or fees associated with full-time or part-time enrollment in a home education
program; an eligible private school; an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a
program offered by the postsecondary educational institution; an approved preapprenticeship
program; a private tutoring program authorized; a virtual program offered by an approved
private online provider; the FLVS as a private paying student; or an approved online course.
Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced achievement tests, AP examinations,
industry certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary education, or other
assessments.

Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program or the Florida College
Savings Program for the benefit of the eligible student.

Contracted services provided by a public school or school district, including classes.>’
Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees for services provided by a choice
navigator.

Fees for specialized summer education programs or specialized after-school education
programs.

Transition services provided by job coaches.

Fees for a home education student’s annual evaluation of educational progress by a state-
certified teacher.

Tuition and fees for a voluntary prekindergarten (VPK) program or school readiness program
offered by an eligible provider.

Fees for services provided at a center that is a member of the Professional Association of
Therapeutic Horsemanship International.

Fees for services provided by a therapist who is certified by the Certification Board for
Music Therapists or credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board, Inc.”!

Career and Technical Student Organizations

Career and technical student organizations (CTE student organizations) are a key component of
Florida’s plan under Perkins V to strengthen the employability skills of students.>> A CTE

4 Section 1002.394(4)(a), F.S.

50 While contracted services are considered part-time enrollment, a student who receives services under such a contract is not
considered enrolled in a public school for scholarship eligibility purposes.

51 Section 1002.394(4)(b), F.S.

32 Florida Department of Education, Perkins V: Florida’s State Plan for the Strengthening Career and Technical Education
For the 21st Century Act (Perkins V) at 28, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18815/urlt/FloridaStatePlanPerkinsV.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).
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student organization is an organization for students enrolled in a CTE program that engages in
CTE activities as an integral part of the instructional program.>® These organizations are aligned
with a respective career cluster and provide a unique program of career and leadership
development, motivation, and recognition for middle, secondary and post-secondary students.>*

There are ten registered CTE student organizations in Florida.>> State CTE student organizations
may also be associated with nationally recognized CTE student organizations.

Effect of Proposed Changes

This bill amends ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., to align the authorized use of funds between
Florida Tax Credit (FTC) scholarship and Family Empowerment Scholarships. Specifically, the
bill authorizes that FTC and FES-EO scholarship funds may be used to purchase digital devices,
similar to the current authorized use of funds for FES-UA, and authorizes the use of scholarship
funds to purchase membership dues and activity fees for participation in Career and Technical
Student Organizations. The bill expands the requirements for tutors who are providing services
under the FTC and FES scholarships, by authorizing that a tutor can be an approved provider if
he or she has a bachelor's degree or a graduate degree in a related subject area.

The bill also provides that tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time home education
program may be used if the home education program meets all of the following requirements:

e Provides educational courses or activities.

e Has a publicly available description of courses and activities.

e Has a tuition and fee schedule.

e Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered business entity.

The bill amends s. 1002.421, F.S., to require that a home education program provider that
provides services through an SFO’s online platform for direct purchase and receives tuition and
fees from the FES or FTC scholarship must undergo a background screening similar to private
school owners and operators. The bill aligns the FES-UA scholarship with private school regular
and direct contact requirements for PEP students by authorizing FES-UA scholarship recipients
to meet the requirements of regular and direct contact requirements as long as the student meets
with the teachers at a physical location at least two days per week. The bill requires SFOs to
develop a process, for implementation beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, that provides the
commitment of scholarship funds on behalf of the student for tuition and fees that a parent must
pay at the Florida Virtual School as a private-pay student before scholarship account funds may
be used for additional authorized uses.

320 U.S.C. s.2302(5).

54 Florida Department of Education, Career and Technical Education Student Organization (CTSO) Request Form, available
at https://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/perkins/ (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

35 Florida Department of Education, Career and Technical Student Organizations, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7515/urlt/CareerTechStudentOrg.pdf (last visited Dec.4, 2025).
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Eligibility for K-12 Scholarships

Present Situation

Eligibility for the Florida Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school
(FES-EQO) and the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship program

A student is eligible for a scholarship to attend a private school if the student is a resident of this
state, or the dependent child of an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who
has received permanent change of station orders to this state, and is eligible to enroll in
kindergarten through grade 12 in a public school in this state or received a scholarship under the
Hope Scholarship Program in the 2023-2024 school year.¢

For both the FES-EO and FTC Scholarship, a scholarship remains in force until the:

e Scholarship-funding organization (SFO) determines that the student is not eligible for
program renewal.

e Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes the student’s program participation or use
of funds.

e Student’s parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities.

e Student enrolls in a public school; however, if a student enters a Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ) detention center for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not
considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time basis for that purpose.

e Student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first.

For both FES-EO and FTC, a scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds must

be reverted to the state after:

e Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the Commissioner of Education for fraud or
abuse, including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment,
refund, or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of services received.

e Two consecutive fiscal years in which the account has been inactive.

e The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private school for 30 days while receiving a
scholarship that requires full-time enrollment.>’

Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA) Eligibility

A student is eligible for an FES-UA scholarship if the student:

e Is aresident of Florida or the dependent child of an active duty member of the United States
Armed Forces who has received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at the
time of renewal, whose home of record or state of legal residence is Florida.

e Is three or four years of age during the year in which the student applies for program
participation or is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public school in this
state.

e Has a disability as provided for in law.

56 Sections 1002.394(3)(a) and 1002.395 (3)(a), F.S.
57 Sections 1002.394(5) and 1002.395(11)(f), F.S.
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e s the subject of an IEP written in accordance with rules of the State Board of Education
(SBE) or with the applicable rules of another state or has received a diagnosis of a disability
from a licensed physician, a licensed psychologist, or a physician with a specified out-of-
state license.

An FES-UA scholarship remains in force until the:

e Parent does not renew program eligibility;

e SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal,

e Commissioner suspends or revokes program participation or use of funds;

e Student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities;

Student enrolls in a public school; or

e Student graduates from high school or attains 22 years of age, whichever occurs first.

An FES-UA scholarship account must be closed and any remaining funds must be reverted to the

state after:

e Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services received pursuant to subsection (4);

e Any period of three consecutive years after high school completion or graduation during
which the student has not been enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational institution
or a program offered by the institution; or

e Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive.>

Effect of Proposed Changes

This bill amends ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395, F.S., to require that the FES-EO and FTC

scholarships must be closed and the remaining funds reverted back to the state if the account has

been inactive for one fiscal year, instead of the current two years, and if a student is determined

ineligible because of the following requirements:

e The SFO determines that the student is not eligible for program renewal;

e The commissioner suspends or revokes program participation or use of funds;

e The student's parent has forfeited participation in the program for failure to comply with
statutorily required parental and student responsibilities;

e The student enrolls in a public school, except for a student who enters a Department of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ) detention center for no more than 21 days; or

e The student graduates from high school or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs first.

The bill deletes the requirement that funds revert back to the state after two years of inactivity for
students who are receiving an FES-UA. This provision allows more flexibility for a parent whose
child is receiving an FES-UA scholarship.

The bill requires the SFO to notify the parent prior to closing an FES scholarship account
regarding the reason why the account will be closed and that the balance of the funds will revert

58 Section 1002.394(3)(b), F.S.
%9 Section 1002.394(5)(b), F.S.
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back to the state. Additionally, the bill requires that, for FES-UA scholarships, the SFO must
notify the parent, upon the student reaching the age of 16, that there is a balance in the student's
account, the amount of the balance, and information regarding how the funds may be used. The
bill also requires the SFO to report to the DOE the total number of scholarship accounts that
were closed and the amount of funds by account that reverted to the state.

K-12 Funding

Present Situation

Florida Education Finance Program

The Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) is the primary mechanism for funding the
operating costs of Florida school districts. The FEFP establishes the state policy on equalized
funding to guarantee to each student in the Florida public education system the availability of
programs and services appropriate to his or her educational needs that are substantially equal to
those available to any similar student notwithstanding geographic differences and varying local
economic factors. To equalize educational opportunities, the FEFP formula recognizes:

e Varying local property tax bases;

e Varying education program costs;

e Varying costs of living; and

e Varying costs for equivalent educational programs due to sparsity and dispersion of the

student population.°

Allocation of State Funds for Each School District Operation

Under current law, if the forecasted number of full-time equivalent student membership exceeds
the appropriation, the Department of Education (DOE) prorates the available funds by deducting
from the districts’ calculated funding in proportion to each district’s relative share of state and
local FEFP dollars.

If a district was over- or under-allocated funds in a prior year due to arithmetical errors,
judicially required assessment roll changes, full-time equivalent (FTE) student membership
errors, or audit findings adjustments may be made subject to conditions.

The 2024-2025 FEFP Final Calculation included a proration to available funds, reducing the
calculated FEFP by $250,149,259.%! Under current law, only school district FEFP funding is
prorated, FES scholarship awards are not impacted. The proration amount was offset by
$97,295,165 because of funding provided through the Educational Enrollment Stabilization

program.5

% Florida Department of Education, Funding for Florida School Districts 2024-25, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/Fefpdist.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

6! Florida Department of Education, 2024-2025 FEFP final Calculation at 1 available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/2425FEFPFinal.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

2 1d.




BILL: SB 318 Page 20

Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program

The educational enrollment stabilization program was created to provide supplemental state
funds as needed to maintain the stability of the operations of public schools in each school
district and to protect districts, including charter schools, from financial instability as a result of
changes in full-time equivalent (FTE) student enrollment throughout the school year. The
Legislature is required to annually appropriate funds in the General Appropriations Act (GAA)
to the DOE for this program in an amount necessary to maintain a projected minimum balance of
$250 million at the beginning of the fiscal year.

The DOE is required to use funds as appropriated to ensure that based on each recalculation of
the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) a school district’s funds per unweighted full-time
equivalent student are not less than the greater of either the school district’s funds per
unweighted FTE student as appropriated in the GAA or the school district’s funds per
unweighted FTE student as recalculated based upon the receipt of the certified taxable value for
school purposes.®® The 2024-2025 FEFP Final Calculation included $97,295,165 through the
Educational Enrollment Stabilization program.®*

Declining Enrollment Supplement

Until it was repealed in 2021,% the FEFP included a categorical called the “Decline in Full-Time
Equivalent Students Allocation” to assist districts that had an enrollment decline in unweighted
FTE students from the current year compared to the prior year. The calculation provided districts
with their base funding amount for twenty-five percent of the enrollment decline. In 2019-2020,
the last year the categorical was funded, 21 of the 74 districts had enrollments that were less than
the prior year and received a declining enrollment allocation.®

Through the passage of HB 1 in 2023, school choice in Florida has expanded considerably, with
the participation in the Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES) program growing from 155,182
students in 2022-2023%7 to an estimated 362,173 for 2024-2025.% In addition to enrolling in a
public school, families have the option to enroll their children in a private school or home-school
program and receive a scholarship.

For the 2024-2025 Third Calculation of the FEFP, 49 of 75 districts had a decline in public
enrollment from the prior year. Additionally, 58 of the 75 districts had a total decline in public
FTE student membership of 32,412.80 from the district’s forecasted enrollment for the current
year.

63 Section 1011.62(19), F.S.

4 Id.

%5 Chapter 2021-44 s. 3, Laws of Fla.

% Florida Department of Education, Florida Education Finance Program 2019-2020 Final Calculation, available at,
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/1920FEFPFinalcale.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

7 Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Education Estimating Conference for PreK-12 Enrollment , available at
https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/publicschools/archives/24022 1 publicschools.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

% Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Supplemental Conference Materials EDR Estimating Conference,
available at https.//edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/publicschools/prek-12 _scholarshipsummary.pdf

(last visited Dec.4, 2025).
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State Funded Discretionary Supplement

The state-funded discretionary supplement, created by the Legislature in 2023,%° provides
equivalent funding for nonvoted discretionary millage’ to support students receiving a Family
Empowerment Scholarship (FES), ensuring those students receive funding comparable to district
school students. Although the supplement is included in each school district’s total FEFP
amount, it is funded entirely by the state and is not distributed to the districts.”' Beginning in the
2024-2025 fiscal year and each thereafter, the supplement is calculated by multiplying the
maximum allowable nonvoted discretionary millage for operations by 96 percent of the taxable
value of school district property for the district where the student is reported for the FEFP,
dividing that result by the district’s total unweighted FTE membership, and then multiplying by
the total FTE membership of FES students; the prior year’s base amount is adjusted based on
changes in the number of eligible FES students so funding reflects enrollment changes. The
supplement is recalculated during the fiscal year as required, and if the recalculated amount
exceeds the appropriation in the General Appropriations Act, the funding is prorated to remain
within the available state budget.’?

Administrative Fee

Scholarship-funding organizations may use an amount not to exceed 3 percent of the total
amount of all scholarships and stipends they fund for reasonable and necessary administrative
expenses related to the management and distribution of scholarships.” For scholarships funded
under the FES program, an organization may use up to 2.5 percent of the total amount of all FES
scholarships for administrative expenses (up to 3 percent if the organization meets the statutory
expenditure conditions).” Up to one-third of the funds authorized for administrative expenses
under this paragraph may be used for expenses related to recruiting contributions from taxpayers.

Audit of Student Enrollment:

The Auditor General is required to periodically examine the records of school districts, and other
agencies as appropriate, to determine compliance with law and State Board of Education rules
relating to the classification, assignment, and verification of FTE student enrollment and student
transportation reported under the FEFP.” If it is determined that the approved criteria and
procedures for the placement of students and the conduct of programs have not been followed by
the district, appropriate adjustments in the FTE student count for that district must be made, and
any excess funds must be deducted from subsequent allocations of state funds to that district.”®

% Chapter 2023-245, Laws of Fla.

70 Section 1011.71(1) and (3), F.S.

7! Section 1011.62(16), F.S.

"2 Florida Department of Education, Funding for Florida School Districts 2024-25, at 22, available at
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/Fefpdist.pdf (last visited Dec. 4, 2025).

73 Section 1002.395(6)()1., F.S.

7 Section 1002.394(11)(c), F.S.

75 Section 1010.305(1), F.S.

76 Section 1010.305(2), F.S
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Effect of Proposed Changes

Educational Scholarship Programs Categorical fund

The bill creates s. 1011.687, F.S., to establish a categorical fund for implementing the FES
Program, which aligns with the Auditor General’s recommendation of establishing the FES
scholarship program outside of the FEFP. The FES categorical fund would move funding of the
FES scholarships out of the school district FEFP calculation and fund the FES scholarships
separately.

The bill requires the funds in the categorical fund to be used to award FES scholarships and the
funds be disbursed from the fund based on the FTE scholarship student forecasted or reported as
participating in the program. The bill provides that an FTE for a student participating in the
scholarship program consists of a student who receives all ten scholarship installments. A student
who received less than all ten installments will generate a fraction of FTE proportional to the
number of payments received.

The bill requires that the DOE release the funds to eligible SFOs on a quarterly basis. The bill

establishes the following release schedule:

e The first quarter release payment must be based upon the amount of FTE membership
forecasted as provided in the GAA.

e The second, third, and fourth quarter payment releases shall be based upon the amount of
full-time equivalent student membership reported and cross-checked by the DOE.

The bill also authorizes DOE to have access to the SFOs’ data and records as necessary to
conduct a reconciliation of releases and overpayments to the SFO.

The bill amends s. 1011.61, F.S., to include the categorical fund for implementing the FES
Program as part of the FEFP.

The bill amends s. 1011.62, F.S., to repeal the State-Funded Discretionary Supplement from the
FEFP calculation because the funding for FES scholarships will be provided through the

categorical fund for implementing the FES Program.

Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program

The bill creates s. 1011.689, F.S., to shifting the Educational Enrollment Stabilization Program
(Stabilization Fund) from s. 1011.62(18), F.S., into a new statute to modify how the funds within
the Stabilization Fund may be used. The bill maintains the requirement that the Stabilization
Fund provide supplemental state funds to address changes in FTE student enrollment throughout
the school year in both the FEFP and state scholarship programs.

The bill expands the use of the Stabilization Fund to assist school districts in maintaining
financial stability. The bill authorizes the DOE to distribute funds to school districts if the state
funds appropriated are insufficient to pay the state requirement in full. The bill also authorizes
the DOE to provide supplemental funds to school districts as needed. Additionally, the bill
provides supplemental payments to districts experiencing a decline in unweighted FTE students
between the Legislative FEFP calculation in the GAA and the third FEFP recalculation within
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the same year. These payments are determined by multiplying a percentage of the decline by the
Base Student Allocation and either the Comparable Wage Factor or Small District Factor, with
fiscally constrained districts receiving a higher percentage than non-fiscally constrained districts.
However, these supplemental funds may not be included in a district’s total FEFP funds for
future calculations.

The Stabilization Fund also ensures that there is sufficient funding to provide awards to all
scholarship recipients. If FTE enrollment in state scholarship programs exceeds the amount
appropriated in the GAA, the DOE may provide additional funding for scholarships from the
Stabilization Fund. Similarly, if available funds in the FTC scholarship are insufficient to cover
all eligible PEP students, the DOE may allocate additional funds to support these scholarships,
up to the authorized limit.

The bill maintains the current requirement that the Legislature annually appropriate funds to
ensure a minimum balance of $250 million in the Stabilization Fund at the start of each fiscal
year and that any unexpended funds may be carried forward for up to 10 years after the effective
date of the original appropriation.

The bill amends s. 1011.62, F.S., to remove the Educational Enrollment Stabilization from
within the FEFP calculation.

The bill amends s. 1002.45, F.S., to repeal a cross-reference to the Education Enrollment
Stabilization Fund.

Audit of Student Enrollment:

The bill amends s. 1010.305, F.S., to require the Auditor General to annually examine the
records of SFOs to determine compliance with laws and rules relating to the classification,
assignment, and verification of FTE student enrollment. The bill also provides that if it is
determined that the approved criteria and procedures for the placement of students and the
conduct of programs have not been followed by the SFO, any excess funds must be deducted
from subsequent allocations of state funds to the SFO.

The bill amends s. 11.45, F.S., to update a cross-reference for the determination of the eligible
nonprofit scholarship organization’s compliance under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship.

Scholarship Funding Organization Administrative Fee

The bill amends s. 1002.395, F.S. to reduce the SFO administrative fee from up to 3 percent to
up to 2 percent. The bill also amends s. 1002.394, F.S. to reduce the administrative fee that can
be used to administer the FES scholarship program from 2.5 percent to 1.5 percent. The
reduction in the administrative fee could free up approximately $50 million that could be used to
fund the FES scholarships as FTC scholarships, reducing the amount of funds required to be
appropriated in the FEFP.
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The Hope Scholarship Program

Present Situation

In 2018, the Legislature created the Hope Scholarship Program to provide the parent of a public
school student subjected to a specified incident’” at school the opportunity to transfer the child to
another public school or to request a scholarship for the child to enroll in and attend an eligible
private school.”A parent may also choose to enroll their child in a public school located outside
the district in which the student resides and request a transportation stipend.”

Effect of Proposed Changes
The bill amends s. 1002.40, F.S., to rename the Hope Scholarship Program, the Hope Program.

The bill also amends s. 1002.421, F.S., to authorize a student who is eligible for the Hope
Program to apply for a scholarship at any time, but clarifies that such student may only receive
payments prospectively.

The bill is effective July 1, 2026.
IV.  Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None.

7 Section 1002.40(3), F.S. A specified incident includes: battery; harassment; hazing; bullying; kidnapping; physical attack;
robbery; sexual offenses, harassment, assault, or battery; threat or intimidation; or fighting at school.

8 Section 1002.40(1), F.S.

7 Section 1002.31(7), F.S.
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

The bill requires additional types of providers to obtain backgrounds screenings. The cost
of these screenings may result in a negative indeterminate fiscal impact on the providers
who were not previously required to have a background screening.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The bill has both negative and positive indeterminate fiscal impacts as follows.

The bill requires Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFO) to process payments on a
monthly rather than a quarterly basis. If this frequency increases the number of
transaction fees assessed by the SFO, it may result in an indeterminate fiscal impact on
the SFO.

The bill requires the Auditor General to annually complete full-time enrollment (FTE)
audits for scholarships and SFOs. These audits may result in a negative indeterminate
fiscal impact on state expenditures due to an increased workload for the Auditor General.

The bill allows PEP students, up the statutory the enrollment cap, who are unable to be
funded under the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) contributions to be funded out of state funds
from the Education Enrollment Stabilization Program. This may result in an
indeterminate fiscal impact on state revenues and expenditures.

The bill provides supplemental payments to school districts that experience a decline in
unweighted FTE students between the Legislative FEFP calculation in the GAA and the
third FEFP recalculation within the same year. The estimated cost of these payments is
approximately $20 million.

The bill provides a couple of positive indeterminate impacts on state revenues and
expenditures. Specifically, the bill modifies timeframes for when a scholarship account is
considered inactive and when the remaining funds should be returned to the state. These
changes should increase the frequency by which the state would recover funds from
unused scholarship funds.

The bill creates a positive impact to state revenues and expenditures by reducing the
administrative fee for SFOs from 3 percent to 2 percent. The April 2025 estimating
conference forecasted a total of 570,325 scholarships for the 2026-2027 school year.
Moving from a 3 percent administrative fee to a 2 percent administrative fee would free
up approximately $50 million that could be used to fund Family Empowerment
Scholarships as Florida Tax Credit Scholarships, reducing the amount of funds required
to be appropriated in the FEFP.
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2026- Average Total 3% 2% Admin Difference
2027 Award Funds Admin Fee | Fee
FTE (2024-25)
FTC-Private 5,866 7,947 46,617,102 1,398,513 932,342 (466,171)
FTC-PEP 88,644 7,947 704,453,868 | 21,133,616 | 14,089,077.36 | (7,044,539)
FES-EO 317,648 | 7,947 2,524,348,656 | 75,730,460 | 50,486,973.12 | (25,243,487)
FES-UA 158,167 | 10,828 1,712,632,276 | 51,378,968 | 34,252,645.52 | (17,126,323)
TOTAL 570,325 4,988,051,902 | 149,641,557 99,761,038 | (49,880,519)

VL.

VII.

VIIL.

IX.

NOTE: The average awards for FES-EO and FES-UA are based on the 2024-2025 FEFP Final Calculation. For the
above calculation, the FTC average awards are modeled to be the same as the FES-EO awards.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 11.45, 212.099,
402.22, 1002.394, 1002.395, 1002.40, 1002.421, 1002.45, 1003.485, 1003.4935 1008.25,

1010.20, 1010.305, 1011.61, and 1011.62,

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1011.687 and 1011.689.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

None.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

House

The Committee on Appropriations (Gaetz) recommended the

following:

Senate Amendment

Delete lines 637 - 638

and insert:

provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator as

defined in subparagraph (1) (n)l. Additionally,

the organization

must notify each parent
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

The Committee on Appropriations (Gaetz) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment
Delete lines 669 - 670

and insert:

2. A copy of the student’s birth certificate or other

documentation as specified in s. 1003.21(4), the name on which

must be identical to the name provided on the student’s

application.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

The Committee on Appropriations (Gaetz) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete lines 688 - 689

and insert:

c. Documentation of admission or enrollment from a private

school for the school year in which the student

Delete line 800
and insert:

3. A private school.
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================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 59
and insert:
enrollment at a private school; providing
Delete lines 142 - 143
and insert:
required to be provided to the department by a private

school; deleting obsolete language;
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

The Committee on Appropriations (Gaetz) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment

Delete line 960
and insert:
funds revert to the state or organization, as applicable.

Delete line 3824

and insert:

any remaining funds shall revert to the state or organization,

as applicable, after:
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

The Committee on Appropriations (Gaetz) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete lines 4198 - 4234

and insert:

Section 18. (1) The Legislature finds that the educational

scholarship programs created pursuant to chapter 1002, Florida

Statutes, provide unprecedented school choice in this state and

are central to parent empowerment.

(a) The Legislature further finds that to protect universal

school choice within this state, it is critical to remain good
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stewards of taxpayer funds, including eligible contributions

made to scholarship programs. This state is implementing the

nation’s largest school choice program, and it must be

safeguarded.

(b) To improve the efficiency, accountability, and

transparency of the scholarship programs, a single entity that

can be held directly accountable to the state must be

responsible for the implementation of the programs.

(c) Therefore, the Legislature determines that it is in the

best interest of this state for the Department of Education to

implement the scholarship programs.

(2) The Department of Education must provide a report

outlining its recommendations for the implementation of the

educational scholarship programs, with such implementation set

to begin in the 2028-2029 school year.

(3) The department’s recommendations must address each of

the following program components:

The application process.

The enrollment and verification process.

The payment or reimbursement process.

(a)
(b)
(c) Student account management and requirements.
(d)
(e)

Communication with parents regarding the different

scholarship programs and how to apply to a scholarship program.

(f) Assistance for parents with scholarship-related

questions and issues.

(g) Administration of the contributions received pursuant

to s. 1002.395(5), Florida Statutes.

(4) The department may, for any or all of the program

components, recommend itself or any other state agency or public
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entity, such as school districts or educational consortiums, for

implementation of the component. Any contract to implement a

component must be awarded pursuant to chapter 287, Florida

Statutes, through a competitive procurement process. At a

minimum, the department must include an outline of the

requirements for each program component which includes all of

the following information, as applicable:

(a) An estimate of recurring and nonrecurring costs,

including an estimate of any administrative costs the department

deems reasonable and necessary, and for what purposes the

administrative funds may be used.

(b) A description, justification, and detailed cost

breakdown of any additional resources that the department

requires to fully implement the program component.

(c) The business, functional, and technical requirements

for the program component.

(d) A list of roles and responsibilities for the program

component which delineates the functionality that will be

provided by the department or other entity, as applicable.

(e) A proposed implementation timeline that identifies

major milestones, dependencies, and the estimated completion

dates for the program component.

(f) A framework establishing a communication structure and

accountability measures which will ensure coordinated,

efficient, and transparent interaction among each project

component.

(g) An outcome-based contracting framework that will be

used to measure each contract’s success against specific,

objective performance metrics and desired outcomes. This
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framework may incorporate a system of rewards for exceeding

performance goals, and penalties for failing to meet them.

(5) If the department recommends administration of any

project component by a scholarship-funding organization, the

department must include recommendations for eligibility

requirements of the scholarship-funding organizations and any

other changes to the application process or other procedural

requirements it recommends.

(6) The department shall also include in its report a plan

to ensure that the results from required background screening

for education providers who are licensed or who are exempt from

licensure through the Department of Children and Families are

shared with the Department of Education.

(7) The department must submit the report to the Governor,

the President of the Seante, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives no later than December 1, 2026, and must include

any statutory changes that may be necessary to implement the

department’s recommendations.

(8) This section expires July 1, 2027.

================= T I TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 232 - 236
and insert:
cross-references; providing legislative findings;
requiring the Department of Education to provide a
specified report regarding recommendations for
implementing the educational scholarship programs;

providing requirements for the recommendations;
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98 authorizing the department to make recommendations to

99 specified entities; requiring certain contracts to be
100 awarded through a competitive procurement process;
101 requiring the department to include an outline of
102 requirements for each program component; providing
103 requirements for the outline; requiring the department
104 to include recommendations for eligibility

105 requirements of scholarship-funding organizations

106 under specified circumstances; requiring the

107 department to include a specified plan in its report;
108 requiring the department to provide, by a specified
109 date, the report to the Governor and the Legislature;

110 providing for expiration;
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Florida Senate - 2026

By Senator Gaetz

1-01048A-26 202
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to educational scholarship programs;
creating s. 1011.687, F.S.; creating a categorical
fund for implementing the Family Empowerment
Scholarship Program; providing requirements for the
use and disbursement of funds; defining the term
“full-time equivalent student”; requiring the
Department of Education to release funds if certain
criteria are met; providing requirements for the
release of each payment; providing requirements for
excess funds; providing that the department has access
to certain records; creating s. 1011.689, F.S.;
creating the educational enrollment stabilization
program to provide supplemental state funds to address
changes in full-time equivalent student enrollment;
requiring the department to use funds to ensure that a
school district’s funds are not lower than a specified
calculation; providing for the calculation of the
supplemental payment; requiring the department to
ensure funding is available for certain scholarship
programs; requiring the department to appropriate
funds from the General Appropriations Act to keep the
educational enrollment stabilization program at a
minimum balance; amending s. 1002.40, F.S.; renaming
the Hope Scholarship Program as the Hope Program;
amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; defining terms; requiring
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

to provide a parent with certain information on

scholarship programs; requiring an eligible nonprofit
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scholarship-funding organization to create a single
application for all educational scholarship programs;
providing requirements for such application;
prohibiting an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization from charging a fee for the application;
requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to establish two application approval
windows; providing an exception; providing deadlines
for such application approval windows; requiring an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
review applications and award scholarships in a
specified order of priority; requiring an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to award
scholarships to newly eligible students on a first-
come, first-served basis; requiring a parent to notify
the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization within a specified timeframe if a
scholarship offer is accepted or declined within a
specified timeframe; specifying fund distribution for
the scholarship terms; prohibiting a parent from
applying for multiple scholarships for an individual
student at the same time; authorizing specified
students to apply for a scholarship at any time but
only receive payments prospectively; prohibiting an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
from restricting or reserving scholarships for use at
a particular school; requiring such organization to

notify each parent of a scholarship applicant that

participation in the program does not guarantee
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enrollment at an eligible private school; providing
that a parent who submitted an application by a
specified date need not submit a new application;
authorizing a parent to withdraw their application and
reapply; prohibiting an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization from requiring
documentation beyond the requirements of the
scholarship program; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to verify a student’s
eligibility upon receipt of an application; requiring
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
to send a list of verified eligible students to the
department by specified dates; requiring the
department to assign each verified eligible student a
Florida student identification number; requiring the
department to use such number for tracking and
reporting scholarship data; requiring the department
to cross-check each list of verified eligible students
with certain other lists; requiring the department to
send the cross-checked list to the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization; requiring the
department to require the organization to suspend
payments for a period of time the student is found to
be ineligible; requiring the department to notify an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization of
specified information; requiring the department to
provide certain lists of students to certain parties;

requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization to verify a student’s continued
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eligibility before disbursing each payment; providing
criteria for verifying continued eligibility;
requiring parents of students receiving scholarship
payments to verify specified information; providing
criteria for verifying continued eligibility;
requiring parents of students receiving scholarship
payments to verify specified information; providing
that the scholarship program award amounts are the
amounts provided in the General Appropriations Act;
providing parameters for the calculation of the
scholarship amounts for certain students; requiring an
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to
establish and maintain a scholarship account for each
student; providing requirements for such accounts;
providing that accrued interest is in addition to and
not part of a student’s account; providing that
program funds include awarded funds and accrued
interest and are available only for authorized
expenditures; requiring eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations to make payments by
funds transfer; providing requirements for such funds
transfer; prohibiting a student’s scholarship award
from being reduced to cover certain fees; requiring
that commodities or services related to the funds
transfer system be procured by a specified method;
providing an exception; prohibiting an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization from

transferring funds to an account that has a balance in

excess of a specified amount; specifying certain
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qualifications for educational expenditures; providing
that a parent who fails to comply with said
qualifications forfeits the scholarship; authorizing
certain students in a scholarship program to take
specified tests and certain assessments; providing an
exception; requiring a participating private school to
administer or provide for students to take specified
tests and assessments; requiring a participating
private school to submit a certain written request to
the department by a specified date; requiring a school
district to administer tests and assessments at a
participating private school; requiring an owner or
operator or individual providing services to undergo a
background screening; providing requirements for the
submission of fingerprints; requiring the Department
of Law Enforcement to retain such fingerprints in a
specified manner; providing screening requirements for
specified individuals; prohibiting such owner or
operator from transferring ownership or management
authority to a relative; defining the term “relative”;
requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to report the annual audit of background
screening results to the Department of Education;
providing that a participating private school may be
sectarian or nonsectarian; revising information
required to be provided to the department by an
eligible private school; deleting obsolete language;
providing construction; requiring the department to

publish and update information on its website relating
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to scholarship programs; requiring the department to
investigate complaints; requiring the department to
maintain and annually publish a list of tests that
satisfy a specified requirement; requiring the
department to develop a standard withdrawal form for
parents withdrawing a student from public school;
providing requirements for such form; requiring the
department to produce a specified annual report;
authorizing the department to suspend or revoke
program participation or the use of program funds for
specified entities; requiring the department to
develop a uniform reimbursement process; requiring an
organization, by a specified date, to approve, deny,
or request more information relating to a
reimbursement request; requiring the department to
annually report to the state its accountability
actions; deleting the definition of the term “owner or
operator”; requiring a school district, by a specified
date, to inform certain households of eligibility to
apply for a scholarship program; requiring the school
district to coordinate with the department to provide
a participating private school with statewide
assessments; requiring a school district to publish
information about a scholarship program on its
website; requiring a school district to provide a
parent with the withdrawal form upon request; deleting
obsolete language; amending s. 1002.394, F.S.;
deleting obsolete language; providing a title for a

scholarship granted to a student who meets specified
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eligibility requirements; providing that authorized
uses of program funds include digital devices;
providing that authorized uses of program funds
include membership dues and activity fees for Career
and Technical Student Organizations; providing that
tuition and fees that meet certain requirements are
eligible for program funds; revising conditions under
which a student is no longer eligible for scholarship
funding; requiring an eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization to notify a parent before closing
a student’s account; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to report certain
information to the Department of Education regarding
scholarship accounts closed under certain
circumstances; requiring an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization to notify a parent
if, upon a student reaching a specified age, a balance
exists in the student’s account, the amount of the
balance, and how the funds may be used; requiring an
organization to annually report to the department the
number of scholarship accounts closed under specified
circumstances; requiring an organization to notify the
department when a student withdraws from a scholarship
program; deleting a provision allowing a public school
student to receive a scholarship for transportation;
revising the time frame for a school district to
notify a parent of certain information; revising the

percentage of funds that can be used for certain

purposes; deleting obsolete language; amending s.
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1002.395, F.S.; deleting obsolete language; deleting
provisions related to scholarship priority; deleting a
provision allowing a public school student to receive
a scholarship for transportation; revising a provision
requiring eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations to verify that scholarship funds are
used for specified purposes; requiring an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to report
to the department the total number of scholarship
accounts closed due to certain reasons; amending s.
1003.485, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending
s. 1008.25, F.S.; making a conforming change; amending
s. 1010.305, F.S.; requiring the Auditor General to
annually, rather than periodically, examine the
records of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations; providing for appropriate adjustments
to be made and excess funds to be deducted if criteria
and procedures have not been followed by an eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; amending
s. 1011.61, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference;
amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; deleting a requirement with
respect to full-time equivalent student survey data;
deleting obsolete language relating to the state-
funded discretionary supplement; amending s. 11.45,
F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; requiring the

Auditor General to annually conduct an audit of

specified records; amending ss. 212.099, 402.22,

1002.45, 1003.4935, and 1010.20, F.S.; conforming

cross-references; requiring the Department of
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Education to provide, by a specified date,
recommendations to the Legislature regarding the
efficiency and effectiveness of scholarship programs;
providing requirements for the recommendations;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1011.687, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.687 Educational scholarship programs; categorical
fund.—

(1) There is created a categorical fund for implementing

the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program pursuant to s.

1002.394. These funds shall be in the amount provided in the

General Appropriations Act and any additional funds transferred

from the educational enrollment stabilization program pursuant
to s. 1011.689.

(2) Educational scholarship funding categorical funds shall

be used to award scholarships as required in s. 1002.394 and in

accordance with s. 1002.421. Funds shall be disbursed from this

fund based on the full-time equivalent scholarship students

forecasted or reported as participating in the program.

(3) A “full-time equivalent student” for a student

participating in a scholarship program under s. 1002.394 or s.

1002.395 means a student who receives all 10 scholarship

payments that are distributed on a monthly basis. A student who

receives fewer than 10 payments shall generate a fraction of

full-time equivalent student membership proportional to the
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number of payments received.

(4) For the purposes of calculating a scholarship award

amount, a full-time equivalent student shall be based upon the

student’s county of residence and equal to the calculation
provided under s. 1002.421(5) (a) .

(5) Contingent upon verification that the organization is

in compliance with this section and ss. 1002.421, 1002.394, and

1002.395, the department shall release funds from the

categorical fund on a quarterly basis to the organization. The

funds shall be held by the organization for deposit into the

students’ accounts in accordance with the payment schedules and

may not include any funding for scholarship awards for any time

preceding a student’s verified eligibility for or acceptance of

a scholarship.

(a) The first gquarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

forecasted as provided in the General Appropriations Act and in

an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

third payment installment. The first gquarter release payment

must be released no later than July 30.

(b) The second gquarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421 (3) and

in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

fifth payment installment. The second quarter release payment

must be released no later than November 1.

(c) The third quarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421(3) and
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in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

eighth payment installment. The third gquarter release payment

must be released no later than January 1.

(d) The fourth quarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421(3) and

in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

tenth payment installment. The fourth quarter release payment

must be released no later than April 1.

(6) If the funds released to the organization are in excess

of the funds certified to the department by the organization as

the amount distributed for student scholarships in accordance

with scholarship program requirements, the organization must

send back to the department any overpayment within 30 days of

certification to the department. The department may not adjust

the amount of any overpayment in the second, third, or fourth

quarter payment release and must account for each payment back

from the organization separately.

(7) The department shall have access to the organization’s

data and records as necessary to conduct a reconciliation of

releases and overpayments to the organization.

Section 2. Section 1011.689, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.689 Educational enrollment stabilization program.—The

educational enrollment stabilization program is created to

provide supplemental state funds as needed to address changes in

full-time equivalent student enrollment throughout the school

year in both the Florida Education Finance Program and the

educational scholarship programs created pursuant to chapter
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(1) SCHOOL DISTRICT STABILIZATION.—To maintain the

stability of the operations of public schools, including charter

schools, in each school district, the department:

(a) May use funds in either of the following ways:

1. To distribute to school districts if the state funds

appropriated for the current operation of school districts in

the Florida Education Finance Program are not sufficient to pay

the state requirement in full pursuant to s. 1011.62(15).

2. To provide supplemental payments to school districts as

needed. Any supplemental funds provided pursuant to this

subparagraph may not be added to the district’s total Florida

Education Finance Program funds for any future calculation.

(b) Shall use funds as appropriated to provide a

supplemental payment to school districts that have a decline in

unweighted full-time equivalent students between the legislative

calculation provided in the General Appropriations Act and the

third calculation of the Florida Education Finance Program

within the same year. The supplemental payment shall be computed

by multiplying a percentage of the decline in the unweighted

full-time equivalent students as determined by the Legislature

by the base student allocation and by the comparable wage factor

or the small district factor. The percentage used for districts

that are fiscally constrained must be greater than the

percentage used for non-fiscally constrained districts. The

supplemental funds may not be added to the district’s total

Florida Education Finance Program funds for any future

calculations.

(2) FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.—To maintain
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349| scholarship award amounts, the department may use funds as 378| read:
350 appropriated to ensure that funding is available if the number 379 1002.40 The Hope Sehetarship Program.—
351 of full-time equivalent students enrolled in the scholarship 380 (1) PURPOSE.—The Hope Sehetarship Program is established to
352| program is greater than the amount appropriated in the General 381| provide the parent of a public school student who was subjected
353| Appropriations Act in the educational scholarship categorical 382 to an incident listed in subsection (3) an opportunity to
354 fund established under s. 1011.687. 383 transfer the student to another public school or to request a
355 (3) FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.—If available 384 scholarship for the student to enroll in and attend an eligible
356 funds in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program are 385| private school.
357 insufficient to cover eligible applicants who are personalized 386 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
358 education program students, the department may use funds to 387 (a) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a
359 award scholarships to such eligible applicants up to the number 388| parent, as defined in s. 1000.21, and whose student reported an
360 authorized in s. 1002.395. 389 incident in accordance with subsection (4).
361 (4) RELEASE OF FUNDS.—As part of the recalculation pursuant 390 (b) “Program” means the Hope Sehetarship Program.
362 to s. 1011.65, the department may request the release of funds 391 (c) “School” means any educational program or activity
363| from the educational enrollment stabilization program subject to 392 conducted by a public K-12 educational institution, any school-
364 the notice, review, and objection procedures set forth in s. 393 related or school-sponsored program or activity, and riding on a
365 216.177. 394 school bus, as defined in s. 1006.25(1), including waiting at a
366 (5) MINIMUM BALANCE.—The Legislature shall annually 395 school bus stop.
367| appropriate funds in the General Appropriations Act to the 396 (3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—A student enrolled in a Florida
368| department for the educational enrollment stabilization program 397| public school in kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible for
369| in an amount necessary to maintain a projected minimum balance 398| the educational options described in subsection (4) if the
370| of $250 million at the beginning of the upcoming fiscal year. 399| student reported an incident in accordance with that subsection.
371| Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351, the 400| For purposes of this section, the term “incident” means battery;
372| unexpended balance of funds appropriated pursuant to this 401| harassment; hazing; bullying; kidnapping; physical attack;
373 subsection which is not disbursed by June 30 of the fiscal year 402 robbery; sexual offenses, harassment, assault, or battery;
374 in which the funds are appropriated may be carried forward for 403| threat or intimidation; or fighting at school, as defined by the
375| up to 10 years after the effective date of the original 404| department in accordance with s. 1006.09(6).
376 appropriation. 405 (4) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—Upon
377 Section 3. Section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, is amended to 406 receipt of a report of an incident, the school principal, or his
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or her designee, shall provide a copy of the report to the
parent and investigate the incident to determine if the incident
must be reported as required by s. 1006.09(6). Within 24 hours
after receipt of the report, the principal or his or her
designee shall provide a copy of the report to the parent of the
alleged offender and to the superintendent. Upon conclusion of
the investigation or within 15 days after the incident was
reported, whichever occurs first, the school district shall
notify the parent of the program, offer the parent an
opportunity to enroll his or her student in another public
school that has capacity, and notify the parent of their
eligibility to apply for a scholarship to attend an eligible
private school under ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395.

(5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
to administer this section.

Section 4. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1002.421 State school choice scholarship programs pregram

PR AL IS = ferht  —
=3 e == e FsrghE.

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, s. 1002.394, and
s. 1002.395, the term:

(a) “Approved provider” means a provider approved by the

Agency for Persons with Disabilities, a health care practitioner

as defined in s. 456.001, or a provider approved by the

department pursuant to s. 1002.66.

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who meets the

requirements of s. 1002.395(6) (d)8. and who provides

consultations, at a mutually agreed upon location, on the

selection of, application for, and enrollment in educational
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options addressing the academic needs of a student; curriculum

selection; and advice on career and postsecondary education

opportunities. However, this section does not authorize a choice

navigator to oversee or exercise control over the curricula or

academic programs of a personalized education program.

(c) “Curriculum” means a complete course of study for a

particular content area or grade level, including any required

supplemental materials and associated online instruction.

(d) “Disability” means, for a 3- or 4-year-old child or for

a student in kindergarten to grade 12, autism spectrum disorder

as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental

Disorders, Fifth Edition, published by the American Psychiatric

Association; cerebral palsy as defined in s. 393.063; Down

syndrome as defined in s. 393.063; an intellectual disability as

defined in s. 393.063; a speech impairment; a language

impairment; an orthopedic impairment; any other health

impairment; an emotional or a behavioral disability; a specific

learning disability, including, but not limited to, dyslexia,

dyscalculia, or developmental aphasia; Phelan-McDermid syndrome

as defined in s. 393.063; Prader-Willi syndrome as defined in s.

393.063; spina bifida as defined in s. 393.063; being a high-

risk child as defined in s. 393.063(23) (a); muscular dystrophy;

Williams syndrome; rare diseases that affect patient populations

of fewer than 200,000 individuals in the United States, as

defined by the National Organization for Rare Disorders;

anaphylaxis; a hearing impairment, including deafness; a visual

impairment, including blindness; a traumatic brain injury; being

hospital-bound or homebound; or identification as dual sensory

impaired, as defined by rules of the State Board of Education
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and evidenced by reports from local school districts. The term

“hospital-bound or homebound” includes a student who has a

medically diagnosed physical or psychiatric condition or

illness, as defined by the state board in rule, and who is

confined to the home or hospital for more than 6 months.

(e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”

or “organization” means a state university or an independent

college or university that is eligible to participate in the

William L. Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant

Program; is located and chartered in this state; is not for

profit; is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or is a charitable

organization that:

1. TIs exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s.

501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 605, chapter

607, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in

this state; and

3. Complies with s. 1002.395(6) and (13).

(f) “Eligible postsecondary educational institution” means

a Florida College System institution; a state university; a

school district technical center; a school district adult

general education center; an independent college or university

that is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV,

Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program under s.

1009.89; or an accredited independent postsecondary educational

institution as defined in s. 1005.02 which is licensed to

operate in this state under part III of chapter 1005 or is

approved to participate in a reciprocity agreement as defined in
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s. 1000.35(2).

(g) “Eligible private school” means a private school as

defined in s. 1002.01 which is located in Florida and which

offers an education to students in any grades K-12 and meets the

requirements in this section.

(h) “Fraud” means an intentional deception, omission, or

misrepresentation made by a person with knowledge that the

deception, omission, or misrepresentation may result in an

unauthorized benefit to that person or another person, or any

aiding and abetting of the commission of such an act.

(i) “Household income” has the same meaning as the term

“income” as defined in the Income Eligibility Guidelines for

free and reduced price meals under the National School Lunch

Program in 7 C.F.R. part 210 as published in the Federal

Register by the United States Department of Agriculture.

(j) “IEP” means an individual education plan, regardless of

whether the plan has been reviewed or revised within the last 12

months.

(k) “Inactive” means that no eligible expenditures have

been made from an account.

(1) “Job coach” means an individual employed to help people

with disabilities learn, accommodate to, and perform their work

duties.
(m) “Law enforcement officer” has the same meaning as
provided in s. 943.10(1).

(n) “Owner or operator” includes:

1. An owner, a president, an officer, or a director of an

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization or a person

with equivalent decisionmaking authority over an eligible
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nonprofit scholarship-funding organization; or

2. An owner, an operator, a superintendent, or a principal

of an eligible private school or a person with equivalent

decisionmaking authority over an eligible private school.

(o) “Parent” means a resident of this state who is a parent
as defined in s. 1000.21.

(p) “Personalized education program” has the same meaning
as in s. 1002.01.

(g) “Personalized education student” means a student whose

parent applies to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization for participation in a personalized education

program.

(r) “Renewal student” means a student who was eligible to

receive and received a payment for the last installment in the

school year immediately preceding the school year for which the

student is applying for a scholarship pursuant to this chapter.

(s) “Student learning plan” means a customized learning

plan developed by a parent at least annually to guide

instruction for his or her student and to identify the goods and

services needed to address the academic needs of his or her

student.
(2) SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS.—

(a) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

must provide the parent with information on each scholarship

program established pursuant to this chapter which clearly

outlines the eligibility requirements and authorized uses of

funds for each program to enable the parent of a student to

determine which program best fits the needs of each student.

Specifically, for a student applying based on eligibility
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pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b) or s. 1002.395, except for

students eligible pursuant to a personalized education program,

a participating private school must discuss the school’s

academic programs and policies, specialized services, code of

conduct, and attendance policies before enrollment with the

parent to determine which programs and services may meet the

student’s individual needs. Each parent of a student with an

individualized education plan, education plan, English language

learner plan, or 504 plan must be informed specifically of what

modifications, accommodations, and therapies included in the

student’s plan will be honored by the participating private

school.

(b) The organization must create a single application for

all educational scholarship programs established pursuant to

this chapter in a manner that creates an electronic record of

the application, which must include the date the application was

submitted, the date the application was approved or denied, and

the date the scholarship was accepted or declined. The

organization may not charge a fee for the application.

(c) For the 2026-2027 school year and each school year

thereafter, the organization must establish two application

approval windows each school year during which a parent of an

eligible student, including renewal students, may apply for and

accept an educational scholarship program pursuant to this

chapter, except for personalized education students, who may

only apply during the fall application approval window.

1. The application approval window for the fall scholarship

term must close no later than July 15. The fall scholarship term

covers the period between August 15 and December 31 of each
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581| year. The fall application window may not begin any earlier than 610| disapproval of an organization’s participation by the department
582| February 1 of the preceding school year. A parent initially 611| pursuant to s. 1002.395 during the previous school year.
583 applying for the fall term must affirmatively accept the 612
584 scholarship between June 15 and July 15. 613| The organization must provide scholarships to newly eligible
585 2. The application approval window for the spring 614 students on a first-come, first-served basis unless the student
586| scholarship term must close no later than November 15. The 615| 1is seeking priority pursuant to this paragraph.
587 spring scholarship term covers the period between January 1 and 616 (e) A parent of a student who applies for and receives
588| May 31 of each year. A parent initially applying for the spring 617 scholarship funds initially for the spring scholarship term may
589 term must affirmatively accept the scholarship between October 618 only receive 5 of the 10 payment installments for the school
590| 15 and November 15. 619| year.
591 3. A failure to accept the scholarship between the 620 (f) A parent may not apply for multiple scholarships under
592| applicable approval window results in an automatic declination 621 s. 1002.394 or s. 1002.395 for an individual student at the same
593 of the scholarship. 622 time. However, the organization may switch a student between
594 4. A parent of a student who is provided funds during the 623 scholarships under s. 1002.394 or s. 1002.395 upon notification
595 fall scholarship term does not need to reapply for the spring 624 and approval by the department.
596 scholarship term. 625 (g) Notwithstanding the application deadlines, a student in
597 (d) An organization must review applications and award 626 foster care or out-of-home care or who is a dependent child of a
598| scholarships using the following priorities: 627| member of the United States Armed Forces or who reported an
599 1. An application for a student who is eligible pursuant to 628 incident pursuant to s. 1002.40 may apply for a scholarship at
600 s. 1002.394(3) (a) or s. 1002.395 and: 629 any time. Additionally, the Commissioner of Education may extend
601 a. Whose household income level does not exceed 185 percent 630| an application window for any eligible group of students due to
602| of the federal poverty level or who is in foster care or out-of- 631| extenuating circumstances that affect one or more regions of
603| home care; and then 632| this state. However, any student receiving a scholarship who
604 b. Whose household income level exceeds 185 percent of the 633| applies outside the application deadlines may only receive
605| federal poverty level but does not exceed 400 percent of the 634| payments prospectively.
606| federal poverty level. 635 (h) An organization may not restrict or reserve
607 2. An application for a student who is eligible and 636| scholarships for use at a particular eligible private school or
608 received a scholarship during the previous school year. 637 provide scholarships to a child of an owner or operator of such
609 3. An application for a student who was affected by the 638| school. Additionally, the organization must notify each parent
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639| of a scholarship applicant that participation in the scholarship 668| station orders to this state.
640| program does not guarantee enrollment at an eligible private 669 2. A copy of the student’s birth certificate, the name on
641 school. 670 which must match the name provided on the student’s application.
642 (i) For the 2026-2027 school year, a parent who applies for 671 3. For a student who was enrolled in a public school prior
643 a scholarship by April 30, 2026, does not need to submit a new 672 to participation in the scholarship program as determined by the
644| application pursuant to the requirements of this section but 673| department, proof that the parent submitted the standard
645| must, by the time the organization is required to send its 674| withdrawal form to the public school where the student was
646 verified list to the department, provide the documentation 675| previously enrolled or, if the withdrawal occurred prior to the
647 required for eligibility. However, a parent may withdraw his or 676 creation of the standard withdrawal form, another form of proof
648| her application and reapply pursuant to the requirements of this 677 of withdrawal from the public school.
649 section. This paragraph expires January 1, 2027. 678 4. One of the following forms of documentation from the
650 679| parent attesting that while the student receives scholarship
651 An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may not 680 payments, the student will be enrolled in and in compliance with
652 further regulate, exercise control over, or require 681 the applicable attendance requirements under ss. 1003.01(16) and
653| documentation beyond the requirements of the scholarship 682 1003.21(1):
654 programs unless the regulation, control, or documentation is 683 a. A copy of the notice of a parent’s intent to establish
655 necessary for participation in the program. 684 and maintain a home education program pursuant to s. 1002.41;
656 (3) ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION.—Upon receipt of an 685 b. A personalized education program and a copy of the
657 application, the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding 686 student learning plan that has been reviewed and verified by the
658| organization must verify each student’s eligibility. Each 687| organization pursuant to s. 1002.395(7) (c); or
659| student, including renewal students, must apply for a 688 c. Documentation of admission or enrollment from an
660 scholarship each school year. An organization may not grant 689 eligible private school for the school year in which the student
661| multiyear scholarships in one approval process. 690| is applying.
662 (a) To verify eligibility, the organization must request 691 5. If known, the student’s Florida student identification
663 all of the following information for each student, to be 692 number if one has been assigned.
664 included in the student’s file: 693 (b) In addition, if the student:
665 1. More than one form of proof of residency or proof that 694 1. Is a renewal student, the organization must:
666 the student is the dependent of an active duty member of the 695 a. Request for each student the assessment results
667| United States Armed Forces who has received permanent change of 696| necessary to verify compliance with subsection (7). The deadline
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for a parent to submit the results is July 15.

b. Receive documentation from the parent attesting that the

student will continue to meet all eligibility requirements for

the scholarship.

c. Verify that all documents required for eligibility have

been received and are on file.

d. If the student lives out of state and is a dependent of

an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces, receive

documentation that the home of record or state of legal

residence is Florida.

2. Is seeking priority eligibility based upon household

income, the parent of the student must authorize the

organization to access information needed for income eligibility

determination and verification held by other state or federal

agencies, including the Department of Revenue, the Department of

Children and Families, the Department of Education, the

Department of Commerce, and the Agency for Health Care

Administration.

(c) An organization must send to the department a list of

eligible students and any information necessary for the

department to conduct the following cross-check reviews by:

1. August 1 for the fall scholarship term.

October 1 for the fall scholarship mid-term.

2
3. December 1 for the spring scholarship term.
4

March 1 for the spring scholarship mid-term.

For the spring scholarship term, the organization must submit

students initially applying for the scholarship during the

spring term, as well as all students who received a scholarship
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payment within the fall term. Additionally, the organization

must update each list with any eligible student who applies

outside of the application deadlines pursuant to paragraph
(2) (9) .

(d) The department must verify each student’s Florida

student identification number or, if a student has not been

assigned a Florida student identification number, assign each

eligible student a Florida student identification number. Once a

student is assigned a Florida student identification number, the

organization must use that number for the reporting and tracking

of all scholarship data.

(e) The department must cross-check each list of eligible

students submitted by the organization with the most recent

student attendance records maintained by the school districts

pursuant to s. 1003.23 to resolve student reporting duplication.

1. As part of each cross-check process, the department must

send a list of the eligible students submitted by the

organization to the applicable school district. The school

district must cross-check each student by identification number

with its most recent student attendance records and send the

results, including any duplicates, to the department. Pursuant

to s. 1002.44, a student receiving a scholarship under this

chapter who attends a public school on a part-time basis through

contracted services provided by the public school or school

district may not be reported by the school district for funding

purposes under the Florida Education Finance Program, and,

therefore, such students are not considered duplicates.

2. For any student reported as a duplicate by a school

district, the department must determine whether the student is
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755| prohibited from receiving a scholarship award pursuant to s. 784| Executive Office of the Governor.
756 1002.394(6) or s. 1002.395(4). As part of the department’s 785 (4) PREPAYMENT VERIFICATION.—Prior to the disbursement of
757| determination process, the department must require the 786| each scholarship payment, the organization must verify the
758| organization to suspend payments to the student’s account and 787 student’s continued eligibility based upon the requirements of
759| the use of funds in the student’s account related to any period 788| the applicable student’s scholarship program.
760 of time the student is ineligible. 789 (a) For scholarship programs that require private school
761 3. The department, after making its determination, shall 790| enrollment, the organization must verify that the student is
762 notify the district if there is any student reported by the 791 enrolled in and in attendance at a participating eligible
763 district as a duplicate whom the district should not report for 792 private school.
764 funding in the student membership survey pursuant to s. 1011.62. 793 (b) Prior to the receipt of each scholarship payment, a
765 For the students the district does report, the district shall 794 parent of the student must attest that the student is not
766| receive the full funding generated in accordance with the 795| enrolled full-time in a public school and is enrolled in and in
767 Florida Education Finance Program, regardless of whether the 796 attendance at, unless excused for illness or other good cause
768 student received a scholarship payment, subject to the audit 797 one of the following:
769| required under s. 1010.305. 798 1. A home education program;
770 (f) The department, after the list of eligible students has 799 2. A personalized education program; or
771 been cross-checked and each student has been assigned a Florida 800 3. An eligible private school.
772 student identification number, shall send the list of verified 801 (c) The parent of a student whose scholarship funds are
773 eligible students to the organization, which may then fund 802 required under paragraph (6) (b) to be committed for tuition and
774 students only based upon the department’s list of verified 803| fees at a participating private school may authorize the private
775| eligible students. The department must notify an organization of 804 school to provide the attestation required under paragraph (b)
776 any of the organization’s identified students who were submitted 805 on behalf of the parent by attesting that the student is
7717 for a scholarship from another organization and which 806| enrolled in and in attendance at the private school. The private
778| organization the student shall receive funding from. 807 school and the organization must maintain records of the
779 (g) After each cross-check, the department must provide the 808| parental authorization, and such authorization must be renewed
780 1list of verified eligible students submitted to the organization 809| each school year. An improper attestation may be investigated as
781| and any information on duplicate students requested to the chair 810 fraud pursuant to subparagraph (10) (a)6., and the private school
782 of the Senate Appropriations Committee, the chair of the House 811| may be liable to the state for payments made in violation of
783 Budget Committee, and the Office of Policy and Budget within the 812 this subsection and, if found liable, must reimburse the state
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813| for funds improperly paid to the private school. 842 received a Gardiner Scholarship pursuant to former s. 1002.385
814 (d) The organization may not make any payment into a 843| in the 2020-2021 school year shall be the greater of the amount
815 student’s account prior to a parent’s acceptance of a 844 calculated pursuant to this subsection or the amount the student
816| scholarship award, upon notification that the student is 845| received for the 2020-2021 school year.
817| enrolled in a public school unless the organization can verify 846 b. The calculated scholarship amount for a student who
818 the student’s eligibility, or for any period of time prior to a 847 received a John M. McKay Scholarship pursuant to former s.
819| student’s eligibility is verified by the department. An 848 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year shall be the greater of the
820| organization is liable to the state for payments made in 849| amount calculated pursuant to this subsection or the amount the
821| wviolation of this subsection and must reimburse the state for 850| student received for the 2020-2021 school year.
822 funds that were improperly awarded which cannot be recovered. 851 (b) Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the
823 (5) SCHOLARSHIP AWARD AMOUNTS AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE.— 852 scholarship award shall be divided into 10 equal installments
824 (a) Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, the calculated 853| and made in accordance with the prepayment verification process.
825 scholarship program award amounts shall be the amounts provided 854 1. For a renewal student receiving a scholarship award
826| 1in the General Appropriations Act which are based upon the 855| pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) or s. 1002.395, and whose funds
827| amounts by basic program and program for exceptional students 856| are applied to tuition at an eligible private school that has
828 under the Florida Education Finance Program. These amounts shall 857 agreed to attest to the student’s attendance pursuant to
829| Dbe adjusted annually based upon the value of the percentage 858| paragraph (4) (c), the organization may make the first payment no
830| change increase in per student funding at the state level for 859| earlier than August 15 and the second payment no earlier than
831| public school districts as provided in the General 860| September 15.
832| Appropriations Act. 861 2. For all other students receiving scholarship awards, the
833 1. The calculated scholarship amount for a student 862| organization may make the first payment no earlier than
834 determined eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) or s. 1002.395 863 September 15. The first payment pursuant to this subparagraph is
835 shall be based upon the student’s current grade level and county 864 for two installments.
836| of residence. 865 3. Each subsequent payment must be made no later than
837 2. The calculated scholarship amount for a student 866 October 15, November 15, December 15, January 15, February 15,
838 determined eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b) must be based 867 March 15, April 15, and May 15 of each school year in which the
839| upon the student’s current grade level, exceptional student 868| scholarship is in force.
840| program, and county of residence. 869 (6) SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS.—The organization must establish
841 a. The calculated scholarship amount for a student who 870| and maintain a separate scholarship account for each student
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enrolled in a scholarship program. For each account, the

organization must maintain a record of accrued interest which is

retained in the student’s account. Accrued interest in the

student’s account is in addition to, and not part of, the

awarded funds. Program funds include both the awarded funds and

accrued interest and are available only for authorized program

expenditures.

(a) Payment of the scholarship by the organization shall be

by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit cards,

electronic payment cards, or any means of payment the department

deems commercially viable or cost-effective. A student’s

scholarship award may not be reduced to cover debit card or

electronic payment fees. Commodities or services related to the

development of such transfer system must be procured by

competitive solicitation unless purchased from a state term

contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

(b) For students eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (a) or

s. 1002.395, except for those students enrolled in a

personalized education program:

1. The organization must commit scholarship funds on behalf

of the student for tuition and fees that the parent must pay at

a participating private school before scholarship account funds

may be used for additional authorized uses under s.

1002.394(4) (a) or s. 1002.395(4) (d). A parent is responsible for

all eligible expenses in excess of the scholarship amount. An

organization shall ensure that the parent has approved a funds

transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited. The parent

may not designate any entity or individual associated with a

participating private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to
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approve a funds transfer.

2. After funds have been committed pursuant to subparagraph

1., funds may be used as authorized in s. 1002.394(4) (a) and as

authorized in the organization’s purchasing handbook by paying

for the authorized use directly and then submitting a

reimbursement request to the organization. An organization may

require the use of an online platform for direct purchases of

products if such use does not limit a parent’s choice of

curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a product

identical to one offered by an organization’s online platform

for a lower price, the organization must reimburse the parent

the cost of the product.

3. The initial payment shall be made after the

organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and

subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued

enrollment and attendance at a participating private school.

Payments for tuition and fees for full-time enrollment shall be

made within 7 business days after approval by the parent and the

private school.

4. If a student unenrolls from a participating private

school within 10 business days after enrolling in the private

school, the private school must return a proportional share of

the student’s scholarship payment to the organization.

5. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account

of a student which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

(c) For students eligible pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b):

1. The organization must verify qualifying educational

expenditures pursuant to the requirements of s. 1002.394 (4) (b).

The organization must verify any expenditures made pursuant to
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929 s. 1002.394(4) (b)1. and 2. before the distribution of funds. 958 subsection forfeits the scholarship. An organization must notify
930| Review of expenditures made for services specified in s. 959| the parent when a scholarship account is closed and when program
931 1002.394(4) (b)3.-16. may be completed after the purchase is 960 funds revert to the state.
932| made. 961 (7) TESTING REQUIREMENTS.—A student participating in a
933 2. The organization must develop a process, for 962 scholarship program in grades 3 through 10 may take the
934 implementation beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, that 963| nationally norm-referenced tests that are identified by the
935| provides the commitment of scholarship funds on behalf of the 964| department or take the statewide assessments pursuant to s.
936 student for tuition and fees that a parent must pay at the 965 1008.22. Students with disabilities for whom standardized
937| Florida Virtual School as a private-pay student before 966| testing is not appropriate and who are granted an extraordinary
938 scholarship account funds may be used for additional authorized 967 exemption from the administration of the assessment pursuant to
939| wuses under s. 1002.394(4) (b) or s. 1002.395(6) (d) . 968| s. 1008.212 are exempt from this requirement.
940 3. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account 969 (a) A participating private school must annually administer
941 of a student which has a balance in excess of $50,000. 970 or make provision for students participating in the program in
942 (d) A parent of a student attending a public school on a 971 grades 3 through 10 to take one of the nationally norm-
943| part-time basis through contracted services provided by a public 972 referenced tests or cooperate with a student whose parent
944 school or school district pursuant to s. 1002.44 must notify the 973 chooses to participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to
945| public school or school district in writing at the time of 974 s. 1008.22. A parent must require his or her student
946| application or at any subsequent time if the student is 975| participating in the program to take the norm-referenced tests
947 receiving a scholarship. For such contracted services, the 976 offered by the participating private school. The parent may also
948| public school may require the parent to pay for the contracted 977 choose to have the student participate in the statewide
949 services as authorized in ss. 1002.395(4) (a)6., 978 assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22.
950 1002.395(4) (b)8., and 1002.395(6) (d)4.f. 979 (b)1. If the participating private school chooses to offer
951 (e) A parent of a 3- or 4-year-old child receiving a 980| and administer the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22
952 scholarship pursuant to s. 1002.394(3) (b) and receiving services 981| to all students who attend the private school in grades 3
953 at a public school or school district must notify the public 982 through 10, it must submit a request in writing to the
954 school or school district in writing at the time of application 983| department by March 1 of each year in order to administer the
955| or at any subsequent time if the student is receiving a 984 statewide assessments in the subsequent school year. In turn,
956 scholarship. 985 upon the request of the department, a school district shall
957 (f) The parent of a student who fails to comply with this 986| coordinate with the department to provide to a participating
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987| private school the statewide assessments and any related 1016| test scores, and beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, by
988| materials for administering the assessments. 1017| August 15, annually report test scores for such students to a
989 2. A school district is responsible for administering tests 1018 state university pursuant to s. 1002.395(9) (b)3.
990| at a participating private school, including: 1019 (8) BACKGROUND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS.—
991 a. Providing training for private school staff on test 1020 (a) Each owner or operator or an individual providing
992 security and assessment administration procedures; 1021 services under s. 1002.394(4) (b)4. or s. 1002.395(6) (d)4.
993 b. Distributing testing materials to a private school; 1022| through an organization’s online platform for direct purchase
994 c. Retrieving testing materials from a private school; 1023| pursuant to subparagraph (6) (b)2., prior to employment or
995 d. Providing the required format for a private school to 1024 engagement to provide services, must undergo a background
996 submit information to the district for test administration and 1025 screening and meet the screening standards in s. 1012.315. All
997 enrollment purposes; and 1026 fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law Enforcement as
998 e. Providing any required assistance, monitoring, or 1027| required by this section must be retained in the Care Provider
999 investigation related to administering tests and assessments at 1028| Background Screening Clearinghouse as provided in s. 435.12. The
1000| a private school. 1029| cost of the background screening may be borne by the owner or
1001 3. A participating private school shall report a student’s 1030| operator or service provider.
1002 scores to his or her parent. By August 15 of each year, a 1031 1. Employees, contracted personnel, owners, and operators
1003| participating private school must report the scores of all 1032| must be rescreened as required by s. 435.12.
1004| participating students to a state university as described in s. 1033 2. Employees, contracted personnel, owners, and operators
1005 1002.395(9) (b) 3. 1034| who apply for employment are governed by the laws and rules in
1006 4. If a parent requests that the student participating in 1035| effect at the time of the application for employment, provided
1007| the program take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 1036| that the person is continually employed by the same school or
1008 and the participating private school has not chosen to offer and 1037 provider. An owner or operator who fails the level 2 background
1009| administer the statewide assessments, the district in which the 1038 screening is not eligible to participate in a scholarship
1010| participating private school is located must provide locations 1039| program under this chapter.
1011 and times for the student to take the assessments. The parent is 1040 3. Service providers who have been screened under licensure
1012 responsible for transporting the student to the assessment site 1041 requirements in chapter 402, or who are exempt from licensure,
1013| designated by the school district. 1042| are not required to be rescreened under this section. The
1014 5. For students determined eligible pursuant to s. 1043 Department of Education and the Department of Children and
1015 1002.395(7) (b), an organization must receive eligible student 1044 Families must implement a process to electronically share
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1045| Dbackground screening results for such service providers. 1074 n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,
1046 4. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a 1075 drafts, or promissory notes.
1047 person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this 1076 o. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,
1048| section or authorizing statutes may not have an arrest awaiting 1077 checks, drafts, or promissory notes.
1049 final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or 1078 p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal
1050 entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of 1079 drugs.
1051 adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent for, 1080 g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,
1052 and the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of 1081 delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or
1053| the following offenses or any similar offense of another 1082| deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was
1054 jurisdiction: 1083 a felony.
1055 a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony. 1084 5. At least 30 calendar days before a transfer of ownership
1056 b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony. 1085 of a private school, the owner or operator shall notify the
1057 c. Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud. 1086| parent of each scholarship student.
1058 d. Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud. 1087 6. The owner or operator of a private school that has been
1059 e. Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence. 1088| deemed ineligible to participate in a scholarship program
1060 f. Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through 1089| pursuant to this chapter may not transfer ownership or
1061| mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or 1090| management authority of the school to a relative in order to
1062| photooptical systems. 1091| participate in a scholarship program as the same school or a new
1063 g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent 1092 school. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “relative”
1064 insurance claims. 1093 means father, mother, son, daughter, grandfather, grandmother,
1065 h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering. 1094 brother, sister, uncle, aunt, cousin, nephew, niece, husband,
1066 i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal 1095| wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law,
1067 identification information. 1096 brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson,
1068 j. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card 1097 stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half brother, or half
1069| through fraudulent means. 1098| sister.
1070 k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit 1099 (b) An organization must report the annual audit of
1071 cards, if the offense was a felony. 1100| background screening results required under this subsection to
1072 l. Section 831.01, relating to forgery. 1101| the department.
1073 m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments. 1102 (9) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—A private
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school participating in an educational scholarship program

established pursuant to this chapter may be sectarian or

nonsectarian and must be a private school as defined in s.
1002.01 in this state, be registered, and be in compliance with
all requirements of this section in addition to private school
requirements outlined in s. 1002.42, specific requirements
identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other
provisions of Florida law that apply to private schools.

Additionally, a private school participating in an educational

scholarship program pursuant to this chapter+—and must:

(a) Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42
U.s.C. s. 2000d.

(b) Notify the department of its intent to participate in a
scholarship program.

(c) Notify the department of any change in the school’s
name, school director, mailing address, or physical location
within 15 days after the change.

(d) Provide to the department or schelarship-funding
organization all documentation required for a student’s

participation or required by the organization to process a

scholarship payment, including the private school’s and

student’s individual fee schedule, and attendance verification

as required by the department or heotlarship—funding
organization, prior to scholarship payment. Such information

must be provided by the deadlines established by the

organization and in accordance with the requirements of this

section and ss. 1002.394 and 1002.395. A student is not eligible

to receive a scholarship payment if the private school fails to

meet the deadlines.
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(e) Annually complete and submit to the department a

notarized scholarship compliance statement certifying that all

school employees and contracted personnel with direct student

contact have undergone background screening and have met the

screening standards as provided in s. 1012.315.

(f) Demonstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:

1. Being in operation for at least 3 school years or

obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the amount equal

to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety

bond or letter of credit

with the department.

2. Requiring the parent of each scholarship student to

personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the

school or to approve a funds transfer before any funds are

deposited for a student.

The school may not act as attorney in

fact for the parent of a scholarship student under the authority

of a power of attorney executed by such parent,

or under any

other authority, to endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a

funds transfer on behalf

(g) Meet applicable state and local health,

welfare laws, codes, and
1. Firesafety.
2. Building safety.

of such parent.

rules, including:

safety, and

(h) Employ or contract with teachers who hold baccalaureate

or higher degrees, have at least 3 years of teaching experience

in public or private schools, or have special skills,

knowledge,

or expertise that qualifies them to provide instruction in

subjects taught.

(i) Maintain a physical location in the state at which each

student has regular and direct contact with teachers.
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1161| and direct contact with teachers may be satisfied for students 1190| private school is responsible.
1162 enrolled pursuant to s. 1002.394(4) (b) or in a personalized 1191 2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check
1163| education program if students have regular and direct contact 1192 shall not be borne by the state.
1164| with teachers at the physical location at least 2 school days 1193 3. Continued employment of an employee or contracted
1165| per week and the student learning plan addresses the remaining 1194 personnel after notification that he or she has failed the
1166 instructional time. 1195| background screening under this paragraph shall cause a private
1167 (j) Publish on the school’s website, or provide in a 1196| school to be ineligible for participation in a scholarship
1168| written format, information for parents regarding the school, 1197 program.
1169| including, but not limited to, programs, services, the 1198 4. An employee or contracted personnel holding a valid
1170 qualifications of classroom teachers, and a statement that a 1199 Florida teaching certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant
1171 parentally placed private school student with a disability does 1200 to s. 1012.32 is not required to comply with the provisions of
1172| not have an individual right to receive some or all of the 1201| this paragraph.
1173 special education and related services that the student would 1202 5. All fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
1174 receive if enrolled in a public school under the Individuals 1203| Enforcement as required by this section must be retained in the
1175| with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as amended. 1204| Care Provider Background Screening Clearinghouse as provided in
1176 (k) At a minimum, provide the parent of each scholarship 1205 s. 435.12.
1177 student with a written explanation of the student’s progress on 1206 6—Empt 7 ntracted persennely ners;—and—operator
1178| a quarterly basis. 1207| mustbe resercencd—as reguired P — 43512
1179 (1) Cooperate with a student whose parent chooses to 1208 F—FPersen ro—appty foremployment—are—¢ rred—Py—th
1180| participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. 1209| ZIews—and—rut tr—effeetat—thetim £ appticatieonfor
1181 (m) Require each employee and contracted personnel with 1210
1182 direct student contact, upon employment or engagement to provide 1211
1183| services, to undergo background screening under s. 1012.315 and 1212 (n) Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical
1184| deny employment to or terminate an employee if he or she fails 1213| conduct for educational support employees, instructional
1185 to meet the screening standards under s. 1012.315. For purposes 1214 personnel, and school administrators. The policies must require
1186 of this paragraph: 1215| all educational support employees, instructional personnel, and
1187 1. An “employee or contracted personnel with direct student 1216| school administrators, as defined in s. 1012.01, to complete
1188| contact” means any employee or contracted personnel who has 1217| training on the standards; establish the duty of educational
1189| wunsupervised access to a scholarship student for whom the 1218| support employees, instructional personnel, and school
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administrators to report, and procedures for reporting, alleged

misconduct by other educational support employees, instructional

personnel, and school administrators which affects the health,

safety, or welfare of a student; and include an explanation of

the liability protections provided under ss. 39.203 and 768.095.

A private school, or any of its employees, may not enter into a

confidentiality agreement regarding

terminated or dismissed

educational support employees, instructional personnel, or

school administrators, or employees,

personnel, or

administrators who resign in lieu of termination, based in whole

or in part on misconduct that affects the health, safety, or

welfare of a student, and may not provide the employees,

personnel, or administrators with employment references or

discuss the employees’, personnel’s,

or administrators’

performance with prospective employers in another educational

setting, without disclosing the employees’, personnel’s, or

administrators’ misconduct. Any part of an agreement or contract

that has the purpose or effect of concealing misconduct by

educational support employees, instructional personnel, or

school administrators which affects

the health, safety, or

welfare of a student is void, is contrary to public policy, and

may not be enforced.

(o) Before employing a person in any position that requires

direct contact with students, conduct employment history checks

of previous employers, screen the person through use of the

screening tools described in s. 1001.10(5), and document the

findings. If unable to contact a previous employer, the private

school must document efforts to contact the employer. The

private school may not employ a person whose educator
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certificate is revoked, who is barred from reapplying for an
educator certificate, or who is on the disqualification list

maintained by the department pursuant to s. 1001.10(4) (b).
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1335| or have resigned in lieu of termination for sexual misconduct 1364| material exceptions listed in the report required under
1336 with a student. If the prohibited conduct occurs subsequent to 1365| paragraph (p) +&», the commissioner may determine that the
1337 employment, the private school must report the person and the 1366| private school is ineligible to participate in a scholarship
1338| disqualifying circumstances to the department for inclusion on 1367| program.
1339| the disqualification list maintained pursuant to s. 1368 (10)+42» DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—
1340 1001.10(4) (b) . 1369 (a) The Department of Education shall:
1341 (r)+4s)» Not be owned or operated by a person or an entity 1370 1. Annually verify the eligibility of private schools that
1342| domiciled in, owned by, or in any way controlled by a foreign 1371| meet the requirements of this section, specific requirements
1343 country of concern or foreign principal as defined in s. 1372 identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other
1344 288.860. A violation of this paragraph constitutes an imminent 1373| provisions of state law that apply to private schools.
1345 threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the school’s 1374 2. Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents and
1346| students and to the public, sufficient to justify immediate 1375| private schools with information on participation in the
1347 suspension of payment of scholarship funds under paragraph 1376 scholarship programs.
1348 (11) (e) peragraph—3)r+e), as well as denial, suspension, or 1377 3. Publish and update, as necessary, information on the
1349| revocation of a school’s participation in a scholarship program 1378| department website about the educational scholarship programs
1350 under paragraph (11) (b) paragraph—3). 1379 established under this chapter, including, but not limited to,
1351 (s) The inclusion of eligible private schools within 1380 student eligibility criteria, parental responsibilities, and
1352| options available to Florida public school students does not 1381 relevant data. The information must include a list of approved
1353 expand the regulatory authority of the state, its officers, or 1382 providers as required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary
1354| any school district to impose any additional regulation of 1383| educational institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible
1355| private schools beyond that reasonably necessary to enforce 1384| organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of
1356| requirements expressly set forth in this section. 1385| other approved providers.
1357 1386 4. Establish a process by which individuals may notify the
1358| The department shall suspend the payment of funds to a private 1387| department of any violation by a parent, private school, or
1359 school that knowingly fails to comply with this subsection or 1388 school district of state laws relating to program participation.
1360 subsection (8), and shall prohibit the school from enrolling new 1389 If the department has reasonable cause to believe that a
1361 scholarship students, for 1 fiscal year and until the school 1390| violation of this section or any rule adopted by the State Board
1362 complies. If a private school fails to meet the requirements of 1391 of Education has occurred, it shall conduct an inquiry or make a
1363| this subsection or subsection (8) or has consecutive years of 1392 referral to the appropriate agency for an investigation. A
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1393| department inquiry is not subject to the requirements of chapter 1422 compliance with state laws, and retain such records.
1394 120. 1423 8.5+ Coordinate with the entities conducting the health
1395 5. Investigate any written complaint of a violation of this 1424 inspection for a private school to obtain copies of the
1396| section by a parent, a student, a participating private school, 1425| inspection reports.
1397 a public school, a school district, an organization, a provider, 1426 9.6+ Conduct site visits to private schools entering a
1398 or another appropriate party in accordance with the process 1427 scholarship program for the first time. Beginning with the 2019-
1399| established under s. 1002.421. 1428| 2020 school year, a private school is not eligible to receive
1400 6. Investigate fraudulent activity on behalf of 1429 scholarship payments until a satisfactory site visit has been
1401 organizations, participating eligible private schools, or 1430 conducted and the school is in compliance with all other
1402 scholarship recipients to determine possible fraud or 1431 requirements of this section.
1403 overpayment. If, by the department’s own inquiries or as a 1432 10.7= Coordinate with the State Fire Marshal to obtain
1404 result of a complaint, the commissioner has reason to believe 1433| access to fire inspection reports for private schools. The
1405 that an organization, a private school, or a recipient has 1434 authority conducting the fire safety inspection shall certify to
1406| engaged in, or is engaging in, a fraudulent act, he or she shall 1435| the State Fire Marshal that the annual inspection has been
1407 investigate and determine whether any fraud or overpayment has 1436| completed and that the school is in full compliance. The
1408 occurred. During the investigation, the department may examine 1437 certification shall be made electronically or by such other
1409| all records and make inquiry of all persons who may have 1438| means as directed by the State Fire Marshal.
1410| knowledge as to any irregularity incidental to the disbursement 1439 11.8+= Upon the request of a participating private school
1411 of state funds or other items or benefit authorizations to 1440 authorized to administer statewide assessments, provide at no
1412 scholarship recipients. Based on the results of the 1441 cost to the school the statewide assessments administered under
1413| investigation, the department may, in its discretion, refer the 1442 s. 1008.22 and any related materials for administering the
1414 investigation to the Department of Financial Services for 1443 assessments. Students at a private school may be assessed using
1415| criminal investigation. Any suspected criminal violation 1444| the statewide assessments if the addition of those students and
1416| identified by the department must be referred to the Department 1445| the school does not cause the state to exceed its contractual
1417 of Financial Services for criminal investigation. A person who 1446 caps for the number of students tested and the number of testing
1418| commits an act of fraud is subject to the penalties provided in 1447 sites. The state shall provide the same materials and support to
1419 s. 414.39(5). 1448| a private school that it provides to a public school. A private
1420 7.4~ Require an annual, notarized, sworn compliance 1449| school that chooses to administer statewide assessments under s.
1421 statement from participating private schools certifying 1450 1008.22 shall follow the requirements set forth in ss. 1008.22
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and 1008.24, rules adopted by the State Board of Education to
implement those sections, and district-level testing policies
established by the district school board.

12. Maintain and annually publish a list of nationally

norm-referenced tests identified for purposes of satisfying the

testing requirements in subsection (7). The tests must meet

industry standards of quality in accordance with state board

rule.

13. Develop a standard withdrawal form for parents who are

withdrawing their students from public school to enroll in a

scholarship program under this chapter. The form must include

the student’s Florida student identification number, full name,

date of birth, school or program from which the student is

withdrawing, and date of withdrawal.

14. Annually report on the number of students withdrawing

from each scholarship program and enrolling in a public school,

and the number of students withdrawing from a public school and

enrolling in a scholarship program, by scholarship type.

(b) The department may conduct site visits to any private
school participating in a scholarship program pursuant to this
chapter that has received a complaint about a violation of state
law or state board rule pursuant to subparagraph (a)3. or has
received a notice of noncompliance or a notice of proposed
action within the previous 2 years.

(c) At the direction of the Commissioner of Education, the

department may:

1. Suspend or revoke program participation or use of

program funds by the student or participation or eligibility of

an organization, eligible postsecondary educational institution,

Page 51 of 147

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

1480
1481
1482
1483
1484
1485
1486
1487
1488
1489
1490
1491
1492
1493
1494
1495
1496
1497
1498
1499
1500
1501
1502
1503
1504
1505
1506
1507
1508

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 318

1-01048A-26 2026318

approved provider, or other party for a violation of this

section.

2. Determine the length of, and conditions for lifting, a

suspension or revocation specified in this paragraph.

3. Recover unexpended program funds or withhold payment of

an equal amount of program funds to recover program funds that

were not authorized for use.

In determining whether to suspend or revoke participation or

1lift a suspension or revocation in accordance with this

paragraph, the department may consider factors that include, but

are not limited to, acts or omissions that led to a previous

suspension or revocation of participation in a state or federal

program or an education scholarship program; failure to

reimburse the organization for funds improperly received or

retained; failure to reimburse government funds improperly

received or retained; imposition of a prior criminal sanction

related to the person or entity or its officers or employees;

imposition of a civil fine or administrative fine, license

revocation or suspension, or program eligibility suspension,

termination, or revocation related to a person’s or entity’s

management or operation; or other types of criminal proceedings

in which the person or entity or its officers or employees were

found guilty of, regardless of adjudication, or entered a plea

of nolo contendere or guilty to, any offense involving fraud,

deceit, dishonesty, or moral turpitude.

(d) The department, in consultation with the organization,

shall develop a uniform reimbursement process that organizations

must use, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, when
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processing reimbursement requests, including invoices, pursuant
to s. 1002.394(11) (b) or s. 1002.395(6) (p) . An organization must

approve, deny, or request more information relating to a

reimbursement request within 30 days after receipt of such

request. The department shall coordinate with each organization

to develop a process to collect input and feedback from parents,

private schools, and providers before an organization may

implement substantial modifications or enhancements to the

reimpursement process.

(e) Annually, by December 15, the department shall report
to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives its actions in implementing
accountability in the scholarship programs under this section,

both Florida Empowerment Scholarships and Florida Tax Credit

Scholarships, any substantiated allegations or violations of law
or rule by an eligible private school or organization under this
section, and the corrective action taken.

(11)+43» COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND
OBLIGATIONS.—The Commissioner of Education:

(a) Shall deny, suspend, or revoke a private school’s
participation in a scholarship program if it is determined that
the private school has failed to comply with this section or
exhibits a previous pattern of failure to comply. However, if
the noncompliance is correctable within a reasonable amount of
time, not to exceed 45 days, and if the health, safety, or
welfare of the students is not threatened, the commissioner may
issue a notice of noncompliance which provides the private

school with a timeframe within which to provide evidence of

compliance before taking action to suspend or revoke the private
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school’s participation in the scholarship program.

(b) May deny, suspend, or revoke a private school’s
participation in a scholarship program if the commissioner
determines that an owner or operator of the private school is
operating or has operated an educational institution in this
state or in another state or jurisdiction in a manner contrary
to the health, safety, or welfare of the public or if the owner
or operator has exhibited a previous pattern of failure to
comply with this section or specific requirements identified

within respective scholarship program laws. Fer—purp £—this

I tha + W tor” h th i
=223 o he—term vRer—or—operator™ha Hr afte—me o Rg—a

L dad 3 1Y ()
PE et —h—pParagrapa—t= P

(c) May permanently deny or revoke the authority of an
owner, officer, or director to establish or operate a private
school in the state and include such individual on the
disqualification list maintained by the department pursuant to
s. 1001.10(4) (b) if the commissioner decides that the owner,
officer, or director:

1. Is operating or has operated an educational institution
in the state or another state or jurisdiction in a manner
contrary to the health, safety, or welfare of the public; or

2. Has operated an educational institution that closed
during the school year. An individual may be removed from the
disqualification list if the individual reimburses the
department or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization the amount of scholarship funds received by the
educational institution during the school year in which it
closed.

(d)1. In making such a determination, may consider factors
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1567| that include, but are not limited to, acts or omissions by an 1596| of proposed action to file with the department’s agency clerk a
1568 owner or operator which led to a previous denial, suspension, or 1597 request for a proceeding pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57. If
1569 revocation of participation in a state or federal education 1598 the private school is entitled to a hearing under s. 120.57(1),
1570| scholarship program; an owner’s or operator’s failure to 1599| the department shall forward the request to the Division of
1571 reimburse the department or scholarship-funding organization for 1600| Administrative Hearings.
1572 scholarship funds improperly received or retained by a school; 1601 c. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this
1573| the imposition of a prior criminal sanction related to an 1602 subparagraph, the director of the Division of Administrative
1574 owner’s or operator’s management or operation of an educational 1603 Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an administrative
1575| institution; the imposition of a civil fine or administrative 1604 law judge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the
1576 fine, license revocation or suspension, or program eligibility 1605 receipt of the formal written request by the division and enter
1577 suspension, termination, or revocation related to an owner’s or 1606| a recommended order within 30 days after the hearing or within
1578 operator’s management or operation of an educational 1607 30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is
1579 institution; or other types of criminal proceedings in which an 1608 later. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submit
1580 owner or operator was found guilty of, regardless of 1609| written exceptions to the recommended order. A final order shall
1581| adjudication, or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to, 1610| be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a
1582 any offense involving fraud, deceit, dishonesty, or moral 1611 recommended order. The provisions of this sub-subparagraph may
1583 turpitude. 1612 be waived upon stipulation by all parties.
1584 2. The commissioner’s determination is subject to the 1613 (e) May immediately suspend payment of scholarship funds if
1585| following: 1614 it is determined that there is probable cause to believe that
1586 a. If the commissioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke 1615 there is:
1587| a private school’s participation in the scholarship program, the 1616 1. An imminent threat to the health, safety, or welfare of
1588| department shall notify the private school of such proposed 1617| the students;
1589| action in writing by certified mail and regular mail to the 1618 2. A previous pattern of failure to comply with this
1590| private school’s address of record with the department. The 1619| section; er
1591 notification shall include the reasons for the proposed action 1620 3. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school;
1592| and notice of the timelines and procedures set forth in this 1621 4. Fraudulent activity or failure to comply with this
1593| paragraph. 1622 section on the part of an organization; or
1594 b. The private school that is adversely affected by the 1623 5. Fraudulent activity or failure to comply with this
1595| proposed action shall have 15 days after receipt of the notice 1624 section on the part of a scholarship recipient.
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1625 1654 reduced-priced meals under the National School Lunch Act of
1626| Notwithstanding s. 1002.22, in incidents of alleged fraudulent 1655 their eligibility to apply for a scholarship program established
1627 activity pursuant to this section, the department’s Office of 1656 under this chapter. The form of such notice shall be provided by
1628 Inspector General is authorized to release personally 1657| the department, and the school district shall include the
1629| identifiable records or reports of students to the following 1658| provided form in any normal correspondence with eligible
1630| persons or organizations: 1659 households. If an organization requests a special communication
1631 a. A court of competent jurisdiction in compliance with an 1660| to be issued to households within the district receiving free or
1632 order of that court or the attorney of record in accordance with 1661 reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Act, the
1633| a lawfully issued subpoena, consistent with the Family 1662| organization shall reimburse the district for the cost of
1634 Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g. 1663| postage. Such notice is limited to once a year.
1635 b. A person or entity authorized by a court of competent 1664 (b) Upon the request of the department, a school district
1636| Jjurisdiction in compliance with an order of that court or the 1665| shall coordinate with the department to provide to a
1637 attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully issued subpoena, 1666| participating private school the statewide assessments
1638 consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 1667 administered under s. 1008.22 and any related materials for
1639 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g. 1668| administering the assessments. For a student participating in a
1640 c. Any person, entity, or authority issuing a subpoena for 1669 scholarship program established under this chapter whose parent
1641 law enforcement purposes when the court or other issuing agency 1670 requests that the student take the statewide assessments under
1642 has ordered that the existence or the contents of the subpoena 1671 s. 1008.22, the district in which the student attends a
1643 or the information furnished in response to the subpoena not be 1672 participating private school shall provide locations and times
1644| disclosed, consistent with the Family Educational Rights and 1673| to take all statewide assessments. A school district is
1645| Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and 34 C.F.R. s. 99.31. 1674 responsible for implementing test administrations at a
1646 1675| participating private school, including:
1647| The commissioner’s order suspending payment pursuant to this 1676 1. Providing training for private school staff on test
1648| paragraph may be appealed pursuant to the same procedures and 1677 security and assessment administration procedures;
1649| timelines as the notice of proposed action set forth in 1678 2. Distributing testing materials to a private school;
1650 subparagraph (d)2. 1679 3. Retrieving testing materials from a private school;
1651 (12) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.— 1680 4. Providing the required format for a private school to
1652 (a) By January 1 of each year, a school district shall 1681 submit information to the district for test administration and
1653| inform all households within the district receiving free or 1682| enrollment purposes; and
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5. Providing any required assistance, monitoring, or

investigation at a private school.

(c) Each school district must publish information about a

scholarship program established under this chapter on the

district’s website homepage. At a minimum, the published

information must include a website link to the scholarship

programs published on the department’s website as well as a

telephone number and e-mail address that students and parents

may use to contact relevant personnel in the school district to

obtain information about the scholarship.

(d) A school district, upon the request of a parent, must

provide the parent of a student enrolled in a school in the

school district the standard withdrawal form developed by the

department. The school district must sign a completed form

within 10 days after receipt. The school district must also

publish the withdrawal form on its website in a downloadable

format no later than 10 days after adoption by the department.
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(13)+45> RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer
this section, including rules to establish a deadline for

private school applications for participation and timelines for

the department to conduct site visits.

Section 5. Subsections (2) through (12) of section
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1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
ALY A = 17 1 g + 1
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euties—
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(b) 4> “Program” means the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program.

(3) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—
(a)3= A parent of a student may apply pursuant to s.

1002.421 for and receive from the state a scholarship for the
purposes specified in paragraph (4) (a) if the student:

l.a= Is a resident of this state or the dependent child of
an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has
received permanent change of station orders to this state; and

2.b+ Is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12
in a public school in this state or received a scholarship under
the former Hope Scholarship Program in the 2023-2024 school
year.

Dy + =N +h £aoll 1
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(b) A parent of a student with a disability may apply
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pursuant to s. 1002.421 for and receive from the state a

scholarship, which shall be referred to as the McKay-Gardiner

Scholarship, for the purposes specified in paragraph (4) (b) if

the student:

1. Is a resident of this stat

e or the dependent child of an

active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has

received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at

the time of renewal, whose home of
residence is Florida;

2. Is 3 or 4 years of age dur

record or state of legal

ing the year in which the

student applies for program participation or is eligible to

enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a public school in

this state;

3. Has a disability as—<defin

d—n—sub tteon—2}; and

4. Is the subject of an IEP w

ritten in accordance with

rules of the State Board of Education or with the applicable

rules of another state or has received a diagnosis of a

disability from a physician who is
chapter 459, a psychologist who is

or a physician who holds an active

licensed under chapter 458 or
licensed under chapter 490,

license issued by another

state or territory of the United States, the District of

Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(4) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—

(a) Program funds awarded to

a student determined eligible

pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be used for:

1. Tuition and fees at an eli

2. Instructional materials, i

gible private school.

ncluding digital materials,

digital devices, and Internet resources.

3. Curriculum as—defined—in
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4. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time
enrollment in an eligible postsecondary educational institution
or a program offered by the postsecondary educational
institution, unless the program is subject to s. 1009.25 or
reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an approved preapprenticeship
program as defined in s. 446.021(5) which is not subject to s.
1009.25 and complies with all applicable requirements of the
department pursuant to chapter 1005; a private tutoring program
authorized under s. 1002.43; a virtual program offered by a
department-approved private online provider that meets the
provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a); the
Florida Virtual School as a private paying student; or an
approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

5. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

6. Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
contracted services under this subparagraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school
on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

7. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or fees
for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services must
be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s
certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person
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1857| who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject 1886 e. Services provided by listening and spoken language
1858| area or related subject area in which instruction is given, a 1887 specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a
1859| person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge 1888 child who has a hearing impairment, including deafness, and who
1860| pursuant to s. 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally 1889| has received an implant or assistive hearing device.
1861| or internationally recognized research-based training program as 1890 4. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time
1862 approved by the department. As used in this subparagraph, the 1891 enrollment in a home education program that meets all of the
1863| term “part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as regular 1892 following requirements:
1864 school attendance as defined in s. 1003.01(16) (e). 1893 a. Provides educational courses or activities.
1865 8. Membership dues and related activity fees for 1894 b. Has a publicly available description of courses and
1866| participation in career and technical student organizations. 1895 activities.
1867 (b) Program funds awarded to a student with a disability 1896 c. Has a tuition and fee schedule.
1868| determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) may be used for 1897 d. Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered
1869 the following purposes: 1898| business entity.
1870 1. Instructional materials, including digital devices, 1899 5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time
1871| digital periphery devices, and assistive technology devices that 1900| enrollment ins an eligible private school; an eligible
1872 allow a student to access instruction or instructional content 1901 postsecondary educational institution or a program offered by
1873 and training on the use of and maintenance agreements for these 1902 the postsecondary educational institution, unless the program is
1874| devices. 1903| subject to s. 1009.25 or reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an
1875 2. Curriculum as—defined—in—sub tten—2). 1904 approved preapprenticeship program as defined in s. 446.021(5)
1876 3. Specialized services by approved providers or by a 1905| which is not subject to s. 1009.25 and complies with all
1877| hospital in this state which are selected by the parent. These 1906| applicable requirements of the department pursuant to chapter
1878 specialized services may include, but are not limited to: 1907 1005; a private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43; a
1879 a. Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss. 1908| wvirtual program offered by a department-approved private online
1880 627.6686 and 641.31098. 1909| provider that meets the provider qualifications specified in s.
1881 b. Services provided by speech-language pathologists as 1910 1002.45(2) (a); the Florida Virtual School as a private paying
1882| defined in s. 468.1125(8). 1911 student; or an approved online course offered pursuant to s.
1883 c. Occupational therapy as defined in s. 468.203. 1912 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.
1884 d. Services provided by physical therapists as defined in 1913 6.5+ Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
1885 s. 486.021(8). 1914 achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
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certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

7.6+ Contributions to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid
College Program pursuant to s. 1009.98 or the Florida College
Savings Program pursuant to s. 1009.981 for the benefit of the
eligible student.

8.7+ Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
services under a contract under this paragraph is not considered
enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as
specified in subsection (6) but rather attending a public school
on a part-time basis as authorized under s. 1002.44.

9.8+ Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or
fees for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services
must be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida
educator’s certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who
holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a
person who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the

subject area or related subject area in which instruction is

given, a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area
knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a
nationally or internationally recognized research-based training
program as approved by the department. As used in this
subparagraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not
qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(16) (e) .

10.9+ Fees for specialized summer education programs.

11.36~ Fees for specialized after-school education

programs.
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12.33~ Transition services provided by job coaches.
Transition services are a coordinated set of activities which
are focused on improving the academic and functional achievement
of a student with a disability to facilitate the student’s
movement from school to postschool activities and are based on
the student’s needs.

13.32+ Fees for an annual evaluation of educational
progress by a state-certified teacher under s. 1002.41(1) (f), if
this option is chosen for a home education student.

14.33~ Tuition and fees associated with programs offered by
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.55, school readiness providers approved
pursuant to s. 1002.88, and prekindergarten programs offered by
an eligible private school.

15.34~ Fees for services provided at a center that is a
member of the Professional Association of Therapeutic
Horsemanship International.

16.135+ Fees for services provided by a therapist who is
certified by the Certification Board for Music Therapists or
credentialed by the Art Therapy Credentials Board, Inc.

17. Membership dues and related activity fees for

participation in career and technical student organizations.

(5) TERM OF SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of

educational choice:

(a)l. A scholarship funded to an eligible student pursuant
to paragraph (3) (a) shall remain in force until:

a. The organization determines that the student is not
eligible for program renewal;

b. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes

Page 68 of 147

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 318

1-01048A-26 2026318

program participation or use of funds;

c. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
program for failure to comply with the scholarship program
requirements subseetion—16);

d. The student, who uses the scholarship for tuition and

fees pursuant to subparagraph (4) (a)l., enrolls in a public
school. However, if a student enters a Department of Juvenile
Justice detention center for a period of no more than 21 days,
the student is not considered to have returned to a public
school on a full-time basis for that purpose; or

e. The student graduates from high school or attains 21
years of age, whichever occurs first.

2.a= The student’s scholarship account must be closed and
any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

a.+Fr Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

received pursuant to paragraph (4) (a);

b.4F5) One fiscal year Fw Fr wEd fiseat—years 1in
which an account has been inactive; e®

c.4F+5- A student remains unenrolled in an eligible private
school for 30 days while receiving a scholarship that requires
full-time enrollment; or

d. A student’s scholarship no longer remains in force due

to any of the reasons provided in subparagraph 1.

3. An organization must notify the parent prior to closing

a student’s account regarding the reason the account will be

closed and that the balance of funds will revert upon closure.
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4. An organization must annually report to the department

the total number of scholarship accounts that were closed

pursuant to subparagraph 2. and the amount of funds, by account,

which

ReTmouE Rt ToO¥r—program peReTtar Fiizoa SEaCES2as s

b— R N o £ a4t I
b=
+
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reverted to the state.

(b)1. A scholarship funded to an eligible student pursuant
to paragraph (3) (b) shall remain in force until:

a. The parent does not renew program eligibility;

b. The organization determines that the student is not
eligible for program renewal;

c. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes
program participation or use of funds;

d. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
program for failure to comply with the scholarship requirements
subseetion—10);

e. The student enrolls full time in a public school; or

f. The student graduates from high school or attains 22
years of age, whichever occurs first.

2. Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue
until the account balance is expended or the account is closed.

3. A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any
remaining funds, including, but not limited to, contributions
made to the Stanley G. Tate Florida Prepaid College Program or
earnings from or contributions made to the Florida College
Savings Program using program funds pursuant to subparagraph
(4) (b) 7. 443+4r6~, shall revert to the state after:

a. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
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commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services
received pursuant to subsection (4); or

b. Any period of 3 consecutive years after high school
completion or graduation during which the student has not been
enrolled in an eligible postsecondary educational institution or
a program offered by the institutions—e=

o £ £ hich +

1 .
T Fr Sa=ro T+ o aE TH—wWaren—ah—— Bt——a

been—inaetive.

4. An organization must notify the parent prior to closing

a student’s account regarding the reason the account will be

closed and that the balance of funds will revert upon closure.

5. Upon a student reaching the age of 16, the organization

must notify the parent if there is a balance in the student’s

account and provide the amount of the balance and information

regarding how the funds may be used.

6. An organization must annually report to the department

the total number of scholarship accounts that were closed

pursuant to subparagraph 3. and the amount of funds by account

that reverted to the state.

(c) Upon reasonable notice to the organization and the
school district, the student’s parent may remove the student
from the participating private school and place the student in a
public school in accordance with this section. Upon receipt of

notification from the parent, the organization must notify the

department of the student’s withdrawal from the scholarship

program and may not provide payments into the student’s account.

A violation of this paragraph by the organization results in
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liability on behalf of the organization pursuant to s.
1002.421(4) (d) .

(d) Upon reasonable notice to the organization, the
student’s parent may move the student from one participating
private school to another participating private school.

(6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled full time in a public school, including, but
not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,
the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, the Florida Virtual
School, the Florida Scholars Academy, a developmental research
school authorized under s. 1002.32, or a charter school
authorized under this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a
3- or 4-year-old child who receives services funded through the
Florida Education Finance Program is considered to be a student
enrolled in a public school;

(b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in a Department of

Juvenile Justice commitment program;

(c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to
this chapter—Hew rr—an——etigible publie sechool student

1 3 hal iENE = 100 411 1 + o a
£ irg—a kotarship—unders—1 ey E a—stipend
£ + ES ] + + 1002 37 (7Y .
T o7y

= —transportation purstan —=
(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(9) (i) s+
1002423+, unless he or she is eligible pursuant to
paragraph (3) (b) and—enrelled—in—the participatingprivate

heoll + s + ] £+ N £ (16
hoot transition rk—programpursuan tHo rorn—3+6)

eor—a—home—education program pursuant—teo—s—1002-4%;
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2089 (e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to 2118| district must complete a matrix that assigns the student to one
2090 s. 1002.43 unless he or she is determined eligible pursuant to 2119 of the levels of service as they existed before the 2000-2001
2091 paragraph (3) (b); or 2120 school year. For a nonpublic school student without an IEP, the
2092 (f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s. 2121 school district is authorized to use evaluation reports and
2093| 1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s 2122| plans of care developed by the licensed professionals under
2094 participation. 2123 subparagraph (4) (b)3. to complete the matrix of services.
2095 (7) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.— 2124 2.a. The school district must provide the student’s parent
2096 2125| and the department with the student’s matrix level within 10
2097 2126 calendar days after its completion.
2098 2127 b. Thedepartment—shall rnotify the parent—and—th
2099| <+their—eligibilitytoapplty to—the departmentfor o Family 2128 rganization—of the amount—of the fundsawarded—within10da
2100| Empowerment—Seholarship—Fhe formof such notd ratl—b 2129| after—= ing—th ool —distriet!s—notification-of—th
2101| erevided by the department;—and the scheol distriet —shall 2130 tudentls—watrix—t 1
2102 inelude—the provided forminany normalt rresponden with 2131 e+ A school district may change a matrix of services only
2103 HHegiblehouseheltds—Suehnots: is—timited—t £} a—year- 2132 if the change is a result of an IEP reevaluation or to correct a
2104 +b>1. The parent of a student with a disability who does 2133 technical, typographical, or calculation error.
2105| not have an IEP in accordance with subparagraph (3) (b)4. or who 2134 (b)1l.4e34= Within 10 days after an IEP meeting is held, a
2106| seeks a reevaluation of an existing IEP may request an IEP 2135| school district shall notify the parent of a student of all
2107| meeting and evaluation from the school district in order to 2136 options available pursuant to this section and offer that
2108| obtain or revise a matrix of services. The school district shall 2137 student’s parent an opportunity to enroll the student in another
2109| notify a parent who has made a request for an IEP that the 2138| public school in the school district.
2110 district is required to complete the IEP and matrix of services 2139 2. The parent is not required to accept the offer of
2111| within 60 36 days after receiving notice of the parent’s 2140| enrolling the student in another public school in lieu of
2112 request. The school district shall conduct a meeting and develop 2141 requesting a scholarship. However, if the parent chooses the
2113 an IEP and a matrix of services within 60 36 days after receipt 2142 public school option, the student may continue attending the
2114 of the parent’s request in accordance with State Board of 2143| public school chosen by the parent until the student graduates
2115| Education rules. The district must accept the diagnosis and 2144 from high school.
2116 consider the service plan of the licensed professional providing 2145 3. The parent may choose another public school in the
2117| the diagnosis pursuant to subparagraph (3) (b)4. The school 2146| school district, and the school district shall provide
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transportation to the public school selected by the parent.
4. The parent may choose, as an alternative, to enroll the
student in and transport the student to a public school in an
adjacent school district that has available space and has a
program with the services agreed to in the student’s IEP already
in place, and that school district shall accept the student and

report the student for purposes of the school district’s funding

pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program.
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2205 (a)5+ Deny or terminate program participation upon a 2234| disability category of program participants; the matrix level of
2206| parent’s failure to comply with the scholarship program 2235| services, if known; the program award amount per student; the
2207 requirements subseetion—10)-. 2236 total expenditures for the purposes specified in paragraph
2208 —Neotifythe parent and the organizationwhen = 2237 (4) (b); the types of providers of services to students; the
2209 heolarship—= gt 1 d—and—pregram—funds—= rt+to—th 2238| number of scholarship applications received, the number of
2210| states 2239 applications processed within 30 days after receipt, and the
2211 F—Netifyan—eltigible nonprofitsecholarship—funding 2240| number of incomplete applications received; data related to
2212 rgantration—of an £kl rganirationt r—eother 2241 reimpbursement submissions, including the average number of days
2213 rganizationlsidentified student ho—are—=r iring 2242 for a reimbursement to be reviewed and the average number of
2214| sekeltarships—under this chapters 2243 days for a reimbursement to be approved; any parent input and
2215 (b)8+ Maintain on its website a list of approved providers 2244 feedback collected regarding the program; and any other
2216| as required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary educational 2245| information deemed necessary by the department.
2217 institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible 2246 12— Netifyeligible rnorprofit scholarship-—fundirg
2218| organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of 2247 rganizations—that holarshipsmay notbe awardeddin—= kool
2219| other approved providers. 2248| eistriet—in—whichthe award—wilt 409 percent—of—+th heol
2220 9—Reguis seh—erganization—t rif Tigibl 2249| distriet! har £ state—fundingthroughthe FloridaFEdueation
2221 perditar before—thedistributionof funds—feorany 2250| Finen Program—a atevlatedby thedepartment
2222| expendituresmade pursuant—teo sSubparagraphs—4bt—and—2+ 2251 13— AdFustpayments—to—eltigible nonprofit secholarship—
2223| Rewit £ perditur fade—feor vt +fied—in 2252 fundingerganizatiens andr—when the Fleorida Edueation Tinarn
2224 Hhparagraphs—{4) To—may— mptetedafterthe purehe 2253 Pregram—tsrecateulatedy adiustthe amount of state fund
2225| is—made~ 2254 atteecated—to school distriects—throughthe Florida Eduecation
2226 (c)+#8~ Investigate any written complaint of a violation of 2255| Finen Programbased—upen—theresult £ +h ¥ heed
2227| this section by a parent, a student, a participating private 2256 setetedpursuant—+ shparagraph—2-
2228 school, a public school, a school district, an organization, a 2257 - —At—the direction of the Commissioner of Education,—the
2229| provider, or another appropriate party in accordance with the 2258| departmentmays
2230| process established under s. 1002.421. 2259 I-—Suspend—or—= ke—programparticipationor 4 £
2231 (d)#3~= Require quarterly reports by an organization, which 2260| pregram—funds—by—th tudent—orparticipationoreligibilit £
2232| must include, at a minimum, the number of students participating 2261 ar—organiration,—eltigiblepost ndary—educationat—institutiony
2233| 1in the program; the demographics of program participants; the 2262| appr d—provider;—eor—other party fora—violatienof this
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2263 2292 (f) 4}y The-department—may Provide guidance to a
2264 2293| participating private school that submits a transition-to-work
2265 2294 program plan pursuant to subsection (15) +36+.
2266 2295 (g) Develop guidance for students eligible pursuant to
2267| on—egualoamount—of programfundste—x rprogram—funds—that 2296| paragraph (3) (b) which details the available transition
2268 re—rneot—authorirzedforuses 2297 services, including postsecondary education, employment, and
2269 2298| independent living, for which scholarship funds may be used.
2270 Ir—determiningwhether £ uspend—or—r B partietpation—-o¥r 2299 {O—PRIVATE HOOE—ELEcIRB LY AND—OREIGATIONS—Fo—b
2271 tift—ea——suspensieon—or—r ation—in—a rdan vieh—ehi 2300 Hegible—+toparticipate—in—the Family Emp FRERE rotarship
2272| poragraph—the department—a nsider—faectors—thatineluder—but 2301| Pregram—a—privat hool—maybe—seectarian—ornon tarian—and
2273| are—rmeot—timited—tor—aet r—omisstons—thatted—to—apreviey 2302| musesr
2274 uspenston—or—= ation—ofparticipation—in—astat r—federat 2303 e} mpty—withall—regquiremen for—privat Fool
2275| pregram—or—an—educationscholarship program—failure—+ 2304| portieipating—in—stat hool—echot holarshipprogram
2276| reimbur £hr rganization—forfunds—improperty—=r red—or 2305| purswant—=t 100242+
2277| retaineds—failure—teoreimbur Ci ramert—funds—Smpropert 2306 or—Preovide—teo—th rganization—all documentation reguired
2278 = ived—or—retainedi—impositionof o prier—eriminal sanetion 2307| fer—a—studentlspartieipation—ineluding afirmation—of—th
2279| reloted—to—the persen—or—entit F—iE fficer r—employ + 2308 tudentls—admission—teo—theprivat reool;—the—privat et
2280| ‘impeosittieneof g eivil—fin radministrats fine;—tieens 2309| and—studentlsfee sehedules——and any other information reguired
2281 = stteor—eor—suspensien;eor preogram—eligibidiity Suspensions 2310| by—th reahtration—to—p¥ = kotarshippavment—undesr
2282 terminotien;or—= sEtor—relatedto o persent rertieyl 2311
2283| moragement—or operation;—or other types—of eriminatlpr e 2312
2284 Zfr—whieh the persen—er—entit it ffieer r—empley ¥ 2313| +the—reguirements—of—thit e student—4snot—etigible—+
2285| found—guitt £—regardd £ adsudication—or entered—aptesn 2314| = £ s—erpartert Hetarshippayment—f the privat Hoot
2286 £ ot rtender r—guttty—teor—anyoffenseinvelving frauds 2315| faits—teomeet—the deadtine~
2287 ek t—cishenestyr—eormorat—turpitudes 2316 et ardatty administer or make proviston—fer student
2288 (e)+4e) Thedepartment—shalt Notify each school district of 2317| partieipatingin the programin grades 3 —through 1b—tetake one
2289| the full-time equivalent student consensus estimate of students 2318| ef—+the nationally norm—referencedtests—that areidentified by
2290| participating in the program developed pursuant to s. 2319 the—departmentpursuant—toparagraph—{8H{a—er—+to—tal £k
2291 216.136(4) (a). 2320 tatewide assessmentspursuant—t — 100822 —Students—with
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+h the IREP + g ot a5 4
the—diagneost r—the—IP—team—determin hat aRaarerzed
+ + 2 + 2
£ HRE—F5—H appropria aF mpt—from—this—Freguiremen

L . . ) 7 hall ; ,
hi £ B £ 15 of F I
Es=2 r—her—parent—=_ SaSEe: + f—each—vyear;—a participating

N FEEE N £ 511 e i
pEEFva hoot—must—report—th ¥ fFatt—partieipating
11 + + ot 4 ; A
taden to—a——state—university asdeseribed—in—s
2 dmi-aist + ot i d + £ &
—hAdminrster—th =3 Tae—a et PHEsHan
1008 1€ +h 3 + heol N + ££ +h tat L
+ - +H—thepriva root—€h s5—E& ffer—th aEewie
+ e + 3 + heol N + ££

=3 FerrtEs— partreirpatingpriva Hoo+—tha Fr ffer

dmiaist th ot 1 d o+ 11 tudent h
ae—aamiRTster—th =3 rae—a et S==o Tete W

PR 142 to—th + £ by M h1 £
a—Feat A WETERRG he—department—by Mareh—1—ofecach—year
ir—order—toadminister—th tatewide—= merEs—in—th
h ]

whseguent oot ¥

(dy B tudent—det ; 1 ] + N

{eh—Fer—= weerrt—et e —elgible—pursuah paragraph

, .
7 7

1 1 g £ = + a 44 a 14 1
pectatized i 7 €k £ Aaget—and—attendan potiet
bef 13 + th o+ £ to det 3 hieh
befor Fro+men vrEh—the—paren €t I Hi-ch—prograf

I£ : + hool—fail + FEEEN : + £ +hi
H—a—priva hoot—Fait fits he—reguirremen F—Eh+
N £ 1002 421 +h ' 3 det 3 that
TS +OoR—O6F —F 421 B MtESSTHoner—may—eH rrrre—that
£h + hool 3 1ieilbl + ] + 1 N
the—privat hoodt—3s—Fnedigibt partieipa +HAa—Eh

(9) 36> PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

PARTICIPATION.—

(a) A parent who applies for a scholarship under paragraph
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(3) (a) whose student will be enrolled full time in an eligible

private school must:

1. Select an eligible private

school and apply for the

admission of his or her student.
2 R +  + 1 hal N =N +h Aot ESIN N haod +
. Regu = Al R R L
2 ] 3 o + s 1 +
N S e LR S e e e et
£+ + g +h dat £ + £ +1 +
¥ woh the recquest and the dat £x ipt of the request
2 B 1 1 +h 1 1 £ +h 2020 n2c
A R S i S S e i
=y | a +h £ + o +h 1 + o I . =N
boot—penrandtherenfres nority—+h st ettty e
15 +hot+ +1 hal K 1 +ad a 14 a
F5—tha B botarshipds—being—= pted—or—dectineds
=N n 1 1 1+ 1 1= + o £ +h 2026 2N ¢
B LA Ea e e T
2N | a +h £ + 3 £ +h 3 4+ 2 I M. 1
Hoot—ypearand thereafter notify—+h reantration—byMe +

%MH%@MWWM i i : g
4+ Inform the applicable school district when the parent

withdraws his or her student from a public school to attend an

eligible private school using the standard withdrawal form

developed by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421.

3.5+ Require his or her student participating in the

program to remain in attendance at

the eligible private school

throughout the school year unless excused by the school for

illness or other good cause.

4.6+ Meet with the eligible private school’s principal or
the principal’s designee to review the school’s academic
programs and policies, specialized services, code of student
conduct, and attendance policies before enrollment.

J— Regutrehis—eor her student partieipating in the program
to—takethe norm—referenced—= smert—offeredby—th Tigibt
privat hrool—TFheparent—iay ot B to—he th tudent

s ] g .
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2379 AP+d+—Ffthe parentregueststhat the student partieipatingin 2408 2—a+—Beginning with new apptications—for+the 2025-2026
2380| +theprogram—take all statewide = mefrts—requtred—pursuant—t 2409 Feoet ar—and—thereafter;rotify—th reantratieon—py—b e
2381 —1008-22—+the parent—is—responsible for transporting—th 2410 15—that—th rotarship—is—being—= pted—or—deetined-
2382| student—to—the assessmentsite designated by the schoot 2411 b+—Beginning with renewal apptications—for the 20625-2026
2383| distriets 2412 Feoet ar—and—thereafter,rotify—th reantration—pyMa +
2384 8—Appr ach—payment—before—th rotarship—funds—may P 2413| £hat—th rotarship—isbeingrenewed—ordeectined
2385| depositedbyfunds—transfer pursuant—tosubparagraph—{I2a)r3~+ 2414 3+ sign an agreement with the organization and annually
2386| Theporentmay notdesignate any entity orindividual—= iated 2415| submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
2387 vith—the participating privat hool—as—the parent!sattorney 2416 satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
2388 in—fact—to—aepr a—funds—trapsfer— A participant who faids—+ 2417 to receive and spend program payments by:
2389 mpty—with—this parograph ferfeits—Eh rotarship- 2418 l.a+= Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program
2390 O—Pgr to—he £ rganization FREAEE hotarship—fund 2419| that meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in
2391 a—behalfof his—er her studentfor tuition—and£ for—whieh 2420 s. 1003.01(16) (b), (c), or (d).
2392| +hepaorentis responsible for paymentat—th Hgible privat 2421 2.+ Affirming that the program funds are used only for
2393 hoolbefore—using hrotarship—a unt—funds—for additienat 2422| authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
2394 sutherized— srder—paragraph {4 {ar—A parent—fs respensibt 2423 described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or
2395 foraltl—eligibt Befr E=3 f+the—amount—of—+h 2424 college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph
2396 sechotarship~ 2425 (4) (b) 7. subparagraph—4H—+b)r6~ will not be transferred to
2397 10—+ mpty—with—th heolarshipapplication—and renewal 2426| another beneficiary while the plan contains funds contributed
2398| p=x Srd—regutrement tabtichkedby—th reantratons 2427| pursuant to this section; and that they will not receive a
2399 (b) A parent who applies for a scholarship under paragraph 2428| payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this
2400 (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to determine the 2429| section.
2401| appropriate placement or the services that best meet the needs 2430 3.e= Affirming that the parent is responsible for all
2402| of his or her child and must+ 2431| eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and
2403 1I—PApplyteo—an—eligible nonprefit holarship—funding 2432 for the education of his or her student by, as applicable:
2404| erganization to partieipate in the program by o date set—by the 2433 a.+F- Requiring the student to take an assessment in
2405 rganization—The requestmust—b mmunTeated—direetly—to—th 2434| accordance with s. 1002.421(7) paragraph—9+{e);
2406 rganizationin o manner that ereat a—writtenor eleectront 2435 b.4F5) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.
2407 = rd—oftherequest—andthedat £ ipt—oftheregquest- 2436| 1002.41(1) (f); or
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2437 c.4¥5 Requiring the child to take any preassessments and 2466| program participation must contain documentation that the child
2438| postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years 2467| has a disability defired—in—paragraph—{2)+{e) other than high-
2439| of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible 2468| risk status.
2440| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student 2469 7.~ Procuring the services necessary to educate the
2441 with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who 2470| student.
2442 issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a 2471 a. If such services include enrollment in an eligible
2443| preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt 2472| private school, the parent must meet with the private school’s
2444 from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a 2473| principal or the principal’s designee to review the school’s
2445 student’s scores to the parent. 2474 academic programs and policies, specialized services, code of
2446 4.eé= Affirming that the student remains in good standing 2475 student conduct, and attendance policies before his or her
2447 with the provider or school if those options are selected by the 2476 student is enrolled. FTheparent—must—at appE aeh—payment
2448| parent. 2477 +to—th HHegibleprivat hool—before—th holarship—funds—wma
2449 5.e~ Enrolling his or her child in a program from a 2478 Pbe—deposited by funds transfer pursuantteo subparagraph
2450| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized 2479 2+ 3—Fheparentmay not—desigrate—an et r—individuat
2451| wunder s. 1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under 2480 = fated—with—th Tigible—privat heool—as—the parent!
2452 s. 1002.88, a prekindergarten program offered by an eligible 2481 Etern in—faect—to—appr a—funds—transfer- When the student
2453| private school, or an eligible private school if selected by the 2482 receives a scholarship, the district school board is not
2454| parent. 2483| obligated to provide the student with a free appropriate public
2455 6.+ Comply with the scholarship application and renewal 2484 education. For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the Individuals with
2456| processes and requirements established by the organization. A 2485| Disabilities in Education Act, a participating student has only
2457 student whose participation in the program is not renewed may 2486| those rights that apply to all other unilaterally parentally
2458 continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her 2487 placed students, except that, when requested by the parent,
2459 account from prior years unless the account must be closed 2488 school district personnel must develop an IEP or matrix level of
2460| pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to 2489| services.
2461 the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible for 2490 b. If such services include enrollment in Florida Virtual
2462| participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for 2491 School as a private paying student, the parent must agree to
2463| renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to 2492| have the organization commit scholarship funds on behalf of his
2464| participate in the program in the school year after he or she 2493| or her student for tuition and fees for which the parent is
2465| reaches 6 years of age, the child’s application for renewal of 2494 responsible for payment to the Florida Virtual School before
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using scholarship account funds for additional uses under
paragraph (4) (b).

(c) parent—iay rot—apply formulttipt rotarships—undesr

same—time~
forfeits the scholarship.

ORGANIZATIONS.—

section paragraph—+3)++{a)> shall:

tH
i
jog

1
T

+d)> A participant who fails to comply with this subsection

(10) 433> OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING

42> An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to this

= e WHRo—aE E= )
TN S o RSN S + 3 foadant ol ol hi
THEA—poragraph—{(To9)A{a)—teo—renew—tnrerr EuaaeH HOTTESHATP

R h| 13 44 £ + 2002529092 h h| d

Renewar—apprreatrons—To¥ 1 2EaSASE S SE—SHRG

£h £4 + i £ 1+ 13 N 3 .

tEnereartermust—PpE rae—Tor—a—renRewas HRe I Re—PegIRRIRG

E 1 £ +h N il = =El 1130 £ +h

Febroory—+ —ERe—PrIer oo+ year aona— SR RgAPTEI=L &

N h| b +tudentl 1 3 44 £

prrer ERaSASES ==2 StoaeRtS—FreRewar IS rErRgeRt—apoh—an
1 i1 i + K h| =E| £3 +4 £ o4 +
Hrgibte—privat Rroo+—PpF ARG AErrmatien—oF tgeent
Arad £ B 3 (O Th 3

Sassiisy roR—purStan =25 TOR— The—Ppr Filaes regurs

4 13 RN Vi 21
aecerrRea—PoyY M= T
2 Fotablich that 11 £+ 1 £
—1 ST TFSH—a—P¥ fror === —pa¥reh PPy —fto¥r—=
1 £ 4 i h 1 | £ +h 3 i i £
Eo £ Hre—pP¥rIoE 23 == E—a G FHEAOET SSsiiny ToR *

£hat + Fs h| + dof +h 13 44

that—ereat a—WETtEeR—o¥ + troRTre—¥ ra—ot—the—apptireation
+ g the dat £ + £ +h 14 4 +

reet aRa—the—eaat f—r +pt—eof—the apptication—reegu =

A h| 44 aaft +he—deadd B & a4 £

Apptreations—F Trea—atter—the—aeaatinemay L ASsTaerea—+for
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£ +p
£+

1
Yo T Ao ESATP—+

; ot + ;. +h

PR reguts hat—parent AEirm—tt
+ad deali d b D N 15

=3 ptea—or—eaectinea by b foer—+o—

(a)3= Verify the household income level of students seeking

priority eligibility and submit the verified list of students to
the department.
h (2 ()
paragraph—3 =)
C AP N | i A + + 1 + £
Establish—andmaintain Para rotarship—a G for
h 1 151 134 + hnl 52N + +h 3 1
aeh—eligibl aden For—each—a GrE—ER rganization—must
A £ 4 + P I o s A 2 + 1
matntain—a—r rd—ofacerved—inter hrat—is—retained—in—th
+ e 4+ 1 1 £ N 4
aeler & art—and—avaitabt rly—for—avthorizedprogram
& D, + 1 1 PR + + £ A £ +
Permit—eligibt wee R & program—funds—feor—th
3 £ a 1 = {4V {5) +h 1 +
e peetftedtn paragraph {4Her—as authorized Sn—th
2 3 h 1 h b 1, N 2 £ + 1 +h 3 a
rganization purehasinghandbook;—by payingfor—the authorized
3 +1 +h Tt N + £ 4 N
o e —ehen—submitting o reimbursement—regy Fr
13 11 £+ ol i £ a4 1 3 H
Tigible nonprofitscholarship—funding organization—How r—an
1 1] £3 4+ 1= ul N £ A4 1 ] 1
Tigiblernenprofs kotarship—funding organization may reguts
+ £ 3 1o+ £ £ a4 + 1 £ 4 +
e £ an—eontine platform for dir prrehe £ produ
K 4 IR I P 1 s £
Torg—a geh—use—d “ Timit—a—parent ot £
3 3 T £ . o +
srrieutumeor academie program o parent—purcha a—produet
4 1 1+ ££ a1 3 £ r L] £ £
Telentieat £ ffered by anorganization aline—platform
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2553| seetion~ 2582| <+hat—ereat a—writtenoreleetronie = rd—of+theappiication
2554 9 Dbeecument—each student?! Tigibitity—feorafisealt o 2583| reguest—and—thedat £ tpt—eofthe application reqguest
2555| befeore—granting = rotarship—forthat fisealt e tudent—+ 2584 pplications—r ived—after—the deadlinemay P rsidered—for
2556| dneltigiblefor ascholarshipif the student!s account—has been 2585| seholarshipaward—inthe subseguent—fiseal year—The process
2557| dmaeti: for 2t et fiseat SES 2586| must—reguire—that parent rftrm—that—th rotarship—is—being
2558 10— Netify—ecach parent—that partieipation—in—th 2587| = pted—or—deelined by b oer—15-

2559 holarshipprogram—¢ rot—guarant Arotiments 2588 3—Review—applications—and award scholarships—usingthe
2560 - RS rotarship—fund a—pehalfofth tudent—for 2589| feltewingprieoriti

2561| +uitien—and—=£ for—whieh—theparentisresponsible for payment 2590 a—Renewing—students—from—the previoew root—year=
2562| at—thepartiecipating private school before—using hotarship 2591 b—An—eligibl tudent—who—meets—th riteria—for—an
2563| = wrt—funds—for additionat—authorized under—paragraph 2592 | initietawardpursuant—toparagraph {3 H)—en—afirst e
2564 A+~ 2593| £irst ryed—past

2565 (b) For students Arn—eligible nonpreofit scholarship—funding 2594 44— Establish and-maintain separate acecounts for each
2566 rganization—awarding rotarships—te eligible studermts pursuant 2595 Tigibt tudent—For—each—a arE—Eh roganiration—rust
2567| to paragraph (3) (b) shedt: 2596| meintain—a—r rd—ofaeceruved—interest—thatis retained—3in—+th
2568 1. Esteblish—apr s—feor—parent ho—are—in mptian 2597 tudentls—a art—and—availabl aly—for—authorized program
2569 vieh—paragraph 10 r—teo—renew—their students?t Frotarships— 2598| expenditures—

2570| Rerewal appiications—feor the 20252026 school —ear—and 2599 5—Verifyguatifyingeducationat penditures—purstant—+t

2571| +hereafter mustprovide for a renewaltimeline beginning 2600| +he—reguirements—of paragraph—4b
2572 tebrosrytef the prior hootl—pear—and—endingAprit 30—of +h 2601 6 Returr—any rematning program tunds tothe departmen
2573| prier oot ar—A—student!ls—renewat—is rEingent—upon—an 2602| pursuant—teoparagraph {6+
2574 Hgibleprivat hool—providing afirmation—of student 2603 4= Notify the parent about the availability of, and the
2575 admissienpursuant—- e tton—0—3f apptiecable—TFhepr 2604 requirements associated with requesting, an initial IEP or IEP
2576| must—reguire—that parents—confirm that the scholarshipis being 2605| reevaluation every 3 years for each student participating in the
2577 repewed—or—deelined by May3+= 2606| program.
2578 2—Establish o preocess—that alleows a parent—toapplty for—= 2607 2.8+ Notify the parent of available state and local
2579| new——scholarship—The processmay begin no—ecartierthan February 2608| services, including, but not limited to, services under chapter
2580| +—ef—+theprior roet ar—and—must—authert th ubmission—of 2609| 413.
2581 | apptiecations—untit N mber 15— Thepr s—must e tn—a manner 2610 9 In—a—timely manner; submit tothe department—th
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a1 - eiieins folarehs ; 1
P e + o fad N =] + + 1o s + +
information requested—by the department relatingto—th
ol h A +h o + o
holarshipunder—thi fon-

(c)36+ Notify the department of any violation of this

section
11 D + h 1 a0 ! 13 S SN £
11— Dboecumen aeh hrotarship—student Tgibits for—a
£ h] bef 1 hel I £ thaot £4 h]
fiseal ar—Pbefore—granting—a holarship—forthat fiseal aF
=+ h (2} () 13 + 1 1 £
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eligible scholarships funded under this section for
administrative expenses associated with performing functions
under this section. An organization that, for the prior fiscal

year, has complied with the expenditure requirements of s.

1002.395(6) (1) 3. —+002-395+4(6)+1)3+ may use an amount not to
exceed 2 3 percent. Such administrative expense amount is
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amount an organization may use to administer scholarships under

this chapter.
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scholarships funded under paragraph (3) (b) shall annually
increase by 5 percent of the state’s total exceptional student
education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
gifted students. The maximum number of scholarships funded shall
increase by 1 percent of the state’s total exceptional student
education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
gifted students, in the school year following any school year in
which the number of scholarships funded exceeds 95 percent of
the number of available scholarships for that school year. An
eligible student who meets any of the following requirements
shall be excluded from the maximum number of students if the
student:

(a)a+ Received specialized instructional services under the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.
1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education;

(b)k+ Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or
a member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or
an adopted child; or

(c)e+ Spent the prior school year in attendance at a
Florida public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind. For purposes of this paragraph subparagraph, the term
“prior school year in attendance” means that the student was
enrolled and reported by:

1.4F) A school district for funding during either the
preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which

includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice
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commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
Program;

2.4 The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

3.4F% A school district for funding during the preceding
October or February full-time equivalent student membership
surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

4.4F¥) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students
with Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.
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g € T
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+e)> “Department” means the Department of Revenue.

(c)+4e&)» “Direct certification list” means the certified list
of children who qualify for the food assistance program, the
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families Program, or the Food
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations provided to the
Department of Education by the Department of Children and
Families.

(d)+4e} “Division” means the Division of Alcoholic Beverages
and Tobacco of the Department of Business and Professional
Regulation.

(e)4£» “Eligible contribution” means a monetary
contribution from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions
provided in this section, to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization pursuant to this section and ss. 212.099,
212.1831, and 212.1832. The taxpayer making the contribution may
not designate a specific child as the beneficiary of the
contribution.

(f)4&r “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization” means a state university; or an independent
college or university that is eligible to participate in the
William L. Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant
Program, located and chartered in this state, is not for profit,
and is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools; or is a charitable

organization that:
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1. Is exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s.

501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 605, chapter

607, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in the

state; and

3. Complies with subsections (6) and (13) ++5).

w
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credit amount that the department may approve for a state fiscal
year.

(h)4p)» “Unweighted FTE funding amount” means the statewide
average total funds per unweighted full-time equivalent funding
amount that is incorporated by reference in the General
Appropriations Act, or any subsequent special appropriations
act, for the applicable state fiscal year.

(3) PROGRAM; INITIAL SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—

+4a)> The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program is
established.

+bri= A student is eligible for a Florida tax credit

scholarship under this section if the student:
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(a)a= Is a resident of this state or the dependent child of
an active duty member of the United States Armed Forces who has
received permanent change of station orders to this state or, at
the time of renewal, whose home of record or state of legal
residence is Florida; and

(b)b= Is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade
12 in a public school in this state or received a scholarship
under the former Hope Scholarship Program in the 2023-2024
school year.

Pyri S FN 3 ' +h £o11 3 =
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(4) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.
a scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled full time in a p
not limited to, the Florida School

school authorized under s. 1002.32,

authorized under this chapter. For

(b) Enrolled in a school oper

—A student is not eligible for

ublic school, including, but

for the Deaf and the Blind,

the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, the Florida Virtual

School, the Florida Scholars Academy, a developmental research

or a charter school

purposes of this paragraph, a

3- or 4-year-old child who receives services funded through the
Florida Education Finance Program is considered a student

enrolled full time in a public school;

ating for the purpose of

providing educational services to youth in a Department of
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Juvenile Justice commitment program;

(c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to

this chapter—Hewewver—an eligible pubis hool student
£ 4 ESNE S +  + 1002 27 ( ).
for transpertation pursusnt to s 1062 31(7);

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(9) (i) s+
+062-42+H3)++) unless he or she is enrolled in a personalized

education program;

(e) Participating in a home education program as defined in
s. 1002.01(1);

(f) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to
s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a personalized
education program; or

(g) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.
1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
participation.

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization:

(a) Must comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of
42 U.S.C. s. 2000d.
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3075 + Scetion 101t —reltatingtoforgery- 3104| parents—econfirmthat the scholarshipis being renewedor
3076 mr—Seetion 83102 retating to uttering forgedinstrumentss 3105| deetinedbyMay 3=
3077 A—Seetion 107 —retating—toforgingbankbilts—~cheekss 3106 3—Shatt tabtish—apr that—altlows—a parent—to—appt
3078| drafits;—er promissery notess 3107| fer—arew scholarship—The processmustbe in o manner that
3079 —Seetion—831-09——relatingteouttering forged—bank biltlss 3108 reat a—writtenr—oreleetronie = rd—of—the applieation
3080 heeks—drafts,—or—promt ry—notes— 3109| <reguest—and—the—dat £ ipt—ofthe application—reqyu T
3081 p+——Seetion—831-30,relating tofraud—inobtaining medicinal 3110| preecess—must—reguire—that parents—confirmthat the scholarship
3082 erugs— 3111| 4ds—being—= pted—or—deelined by a—dat t—by—th roantzations
3083 g—Seetion—831t-3t—relating—to—th ate—manufactures 3112 4—Must teblish—andmaintain parat rotarship
3084| delivery;—or—pos fon—with—+theintent tosell;manufacture;—ox 3113| = urts—from—eligibl atributions—fereach—eligibl tudent
3085| detiver—any grterfeit rErolted—substance—3+f—+th ffen & 3114| Fer—each—= wrE—Eh rganirationmustmaintatn—a—r rd—of
3086| a—feleny- 3115| aeerved—interest—retained—in—th tudentls—a are—Th
3087 (b)+4e> Must not have an owner or operator;—as—defined—in 3116| erganizatieon
3088 gwbparagraph—2)a+=+ who owns or operates an eligible private 3117 (d) Must verify that scholarship funds are used for:
3089| school that is participating in the scholarship program. 3118 l.a= Tuition and fees for full-time or part-time enrollment
3090 (c)+4e+= For the 2023-2024 school year, may fund no more 3119 in an eligible private school.
3091 than 20,000 scholarships for students who are enrolled pursuant 3120 2.5+ Instructional materials, including digital materials,
3092 to subsection (7) paragraph—+H+b)>. The number of scholarships 3121 digital devices, and Internet resources.
3093 funded for such students may increase by 40,000 in each 3122 3.e+ Curriculum as—defined—in—s—+002-304(2).
3094 subsequent school year. This paragraph subparagraph is repealed 3123 4.6é= Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-
3095| July 1, 2027. 3124| time enrollment in a home education instructional program that
3096 —=Shaid tablish—a—pr for—parent ho—are—in 3125| meets all of the following requirements:
3097 Hotat +hparagraph—{H{ar—te—ren thetrstudentst 3126 a. Provides educational courses or activities.
3098| seholarships+— Renewal appiications—for the 2025-2026schoot—ear 3127 b. Has a publicly available description of courses and
3099| and—thereafter must preovide for o renewal timeline beginning 3128| activities.
3100| +Februvary—t+—ofthe prieor sechoolyear andendingAprit—30—of+the 3129 c. Has a tuition and fee schedule.
3101| prier hool—year—A student!s—renewal—3is rEingent—upon—an 3130 d. Makes the tuition and fees payable to a registered
3102 Hgibleprivat hool—providing afirmationof admissien 3131| business entity.
3103| purswant—te——subsecetion{8)+—The process—must—reguire—that 3132 5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time
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enrollment ins+ an eligible postsecondary educational institution
or a program offered by the postsecondary educational
institution, unless the program is subject to s. 1009.25 or
reimbursed pursuant to s. 1009.30; an approved preapprenticeship
program as defined in s. 446.021(5) which is not subject to s.
1009.25 and complies with all applicable requirements of the
Department of Education pursuant to chapter 1005; a private
tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43; a virtual program
offered by a department-approved private online provider that
meets the provider qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a);
the Florida Virtual School as a private paying student; or an
approved online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s.
1004.0961.

6.e+ Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced
achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry
certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary
education, or other assessments.

7.£+ Contracted services provided by a public school or
school district, including classes. A student who receives
contracted services under this subparagraph sub-subparagraph is
not considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility
purposes as specified in subsection (9) +3% but rather
attending a public school on a part-time basis as authorized
under s. 1002.44.

8.+ Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services or
fees for services provided by a choice navigator. Such services
must be provided by a person who holds a valid Florida
educator’s certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who

holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a
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person who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the

subject area or related subject area in which instruction is

given, a person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area

knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5),

or a person certified by a

nationally or internationally recognized research-based training

program as approved by the Department of Education. As used in

this paragraph, the term “part-time

tutoring services” does not

qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.

1003.01(16) (e) .

9. Membership dues and related

activity fees for

participation in Career and Technical Student Organizations.

(e) For students determined eligible pursuant to subsection

1 |
23 E= TE—RS

: 14 £ £ 13 b ' 3
b P¥ EaS Tor—ah—apprIeatron HRer e —oegT RIS

£
€

(7Y () 4 £h
—paragraph—7 {97

R 1 hol i £

1
Hp——apprIea

1.3~ Maintain a signed agreement from the parent which

constitutes compliance with the attendance requirements under

Page 110 of 147

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

words underlined are additions.




3191
3192
3193
3194
3195
3196
3197
3198
3199
3200
3201
3202
3203
3204
3205
3206
3207
3208
3209
3210
3211
3212
3213
3214
3215
3216
3217
3218
3219

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 318

1-01048A-26 2026318

ss. 1003.01(16) and 1003.21(1).

2.4~ Receive eligible student test scores and, beginning
with the 2027-2028 school year, by August 15, annually report
test scores for students pursuant to subsection (7) paragraph
4> to a state university pursuant to paragraph (8) (d)
Reemezalt

3.5+ Provide parents with information, guidance, and
support to create and annually update a student learning plan
for their student. The organization must maintain the plan and
allow parents to electronically submit, access, and revise the
plan continuously.

4.6~ Upon submission by the parent of an annual student
learning plan, fund a scholarship for a student determined

eligible.

(£) Must give first prierity teo eligible renewal studen

v

ing organization during

mgst fully apply and exhaust all funds available under this

section for renewal scholarship awards before awarding any

initial scholarships.
L) M- + 1 hal SN + 1 11 ESEEPS| +
M previde—a—+ Fotarship aa—etigibt s
Aa—first Fe—Eirst eved—basts—ant = cudent—+
lei 1 1+ 13 N B £+ 5 3 {3}
king—priorit Tigibitity pursuant—+ 2 tor—3 )=

(g)+)> Must refer any student eligible for a scholarship
pursuant to this section who did not receive a renewal or
initial scholarship based solely on the lack of available funds

under this section to another eligible nonprofit scholarship-

funding organization that may have funds available.
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[ e e T s e S e bood—er—proid b =
hald + daf A 3 =N "=y
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(3)Y  Muyct 11 PO | £ foot + £
S B e = e oS b e e ot
=i hald £ + 1 1 £+ 11 +tad
Y e e e
+ ot iy a o + ] £ 12N ] hi + 4+ 2
StatesArmed For appty—for—=a holarshipatany—tim

(h)+4k)} Must allow an eligible student to attend any
eligible private school and must allow a parent to transfer a
scholarship during a school year to any other eligible private
school of the parent’s choice.

(1)1.433%~+ May use eligible contributions received pursuant
to this section and ss. 212.099, 212.1831, and 212.1832 during
the state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected
for administrative expenses if the organization has operated as
an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for at
least the preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings
of material weakness or material noncompliance in its most
recent audit under paragraph (k) +4e» or is in good standing in
each state in which it administers a scholarship program and the
audited financial statements for the preceding 3 fiscal years
are free of material misstatements and going concern issues.
Administrative expenses from eligible contributions may not
exceed 2 3 percent of the total amount of all scholarships and
stipends funded by an eligible scholarship-funding organization
under this chapter. Such administrative expenses must be
reasonable and necessary for the organization’s management and
distribution of scholarships funded under this chapter.

Administrative expenses may include developing or contracting
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3249| with rideshare programs or facilitating carpool strategies for 3278| to other eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations to
3250 recipients of a transportation stipend under s. 1002.31 (7). No 3279| provide scholarships for eligible students. All transferred
3251 funds authorized under this subparagraph shall be used for 3280| funds must be deposited by each eligible nonprofit scholarship-
3252 lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying 3281 funding organization receiving such funds into its scholarship
3253| or political activity. Up to one-third of the funds authorized 3282| account. All transferred amounts received by any eligible
3254 for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used 3283 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be separately
3255 for expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from 3284| disclosed in the annual financial audit required under paragraph
3256| taxpayers. An—eligible nonprofit rotarship—funding 3285 (k) +er.
3257 rganizationrmay not—charge—an—appltication—fees 3286 4—Must—before—granting—= rotarship—foran academt:
3258 2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships 100 3287 Fr—document—ecach Fotarshipstudert!s—eligibility forthat
3259| percent of any eligible contributions from the prior fiscal 3288| <aecademt S holarship-funding organization may not—grant
3260| year. 3289| muttiyear holerships—inone approval Pt
3261 3. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an 3290 “r—Mustmaintain scparate accounts feor seholarshiefunds
3262 amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of all net eligible 3291 and—eperating—fund
3263 contributions—as—<defined—in—sub tien—2}+ remaining after 3292 (J)+4=)» With the prior approval of the Department of
3264 administrative expenses during the state fiscal year in which 3293| Education, may transfer funds to another eligible nonprofit
3265| such eligible contributions are collected. No more than 25 3294 scholarship-funding organization if additional funds are
3266| percent of such net eligible contributions may be carried 3295| required to meet scholarship demand at the receiving nonprofit
3267 forward to the following state fiscal year. All amounts carried 3296 scholarship-funding organization. A transfer is limited to the
3268 forward, for audit purposes, must be specifically identified for 3297| greater of $500,000 or 20 percent of the total contributions
3269| particular students, by student name and the name of the school 3298| received by the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
3270 to which the student is admitted, subject to the requirements of 3299| making the transfer. All transferred funds must be deposited by
3271 ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the 3300| the receiving nonprofit scholarship-funding organization into
3272| applicable rules and regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any 3301 its scholarship accounts. All transferred amounts received by
3273 amounts carried forward shall be expended for annual or partial- 3302 any nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be
3274| year scholarships in the following state fiscal year. Eligible 3303| separately disclosed in the annual financial and compliance
3275| contributions remaining on June 30 of each year that are in 3304| audit required in this section.
3276 excess of the 25 percent that may be carried forward shall be 3305 (k)+4e)» Must provide to the Auditor General and the
3277| used to provide scholarships to eligible students or transferred 3306| Department of Education access to its accounts and records and a
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3307 report on the results of an annual financial audit of its 3336| Education under s. 1002.421; has an adequate accounting system,
3308 accounts and records conducted by an independent certified 3337 system of financial controls, and process for deposit and
3309| public accountant in accordance with auditing standards 3338 classification of scholarship funds; and has properly expended
3310| generally accepted in the United States, government auditing 3339| scholarship funds for education-related expenses. During the
3311 standards, and rules promulgated by the Auditor General. The 3340| development of the procedures, the participating scholarship-
3312| audit report must include a report on financial statements 3341 funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the
3313| presented in accordance with generally accepted accounting 3342| materiality of exceptions that may be found during the
3314| principles. Audit reports must be provided to the Auditor 3343| accountant’s performance of the procedures. The procedures and
3315 General and the Department of Education within 180 days after 3344 guidelines shall be provided to private schools and the
3316 completion of the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding 3345 Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011.
3317 organization’s fiscal year. The Auditor General shall review all 3346 b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon
3318| audit reports submitted pursuant to this paragraph. The Auditor 3347| procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a.,
3319 General shall request any significant items that were omitted in 3348| by February of each biennium, if the scholarship-funding
3320| wviolation of a rule adopted by the Auditor General. The items 3349 organization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds
3321| must be provided within 45 days after the date of the request. 3350| under this chapter during the state fiscal year preceding the
3322 If the scholarship-funding organization does not comply with the 3351 biennial review. If the procedures and guidelines are revised,
3323| Auditor General’s request, the Auditor General shall notify the 3352 the revisions must be provided to private schools and the
3324| Legislative Auditing Committee. 3353| Commissioner of Education by March 15 of the year in which the
3325 “4p—Mustprepare—and submit guarterly reports—te—th 3354 revisions were completed. The revised agreed-upon procedures and
3326| Dbepartmentof Fdueation pursuant—to paragraph {9 —Fr 3355| guidelines shall take effect the subsequent school year.
3327 3356 c. Must monitor the compliance of a participating private
3328| must—submit—ia o timely anner—+th rifieddist—ofeligibt 3357| school with s. 1002.421(9) (p) s—3662423+{H+er if the
3329 Hotarshipstudents and any infeormation reguested by —+th 3358 scholarship-funding organization provided the majority of the
3330| bepartment—of Education relating to—the secholarship programs 3359| scholarship funding to the school. For each participating
3331 (1)l.a.4er+=a= Must participate in the joint development of 3360| private school subject to s. 1002.421(9) (p) —o0242 e,
3332| agreed-upon procedures during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year. 3361| the appropriate scholarship-funding organization shall annually
3333| The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private 3362| notify the Commissioner of Education by October 30 of:
3334 schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private 3363 (I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required
3335 school has been verified as eligible by the Department of 3364 under s. 1002.421(9) (p) s+—3002-42+H)+e); or
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(IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report

required under s. 1002.421(9) (p) —1002A42 1 e

2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that
are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
Schools and the Department of Education when jointly developing
the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph
l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and guidelines
under sub-subparagraph 1l.Db.

(m)4x)} Must maintain the surety bond or letter of credit

required by subsection (13) +#5). The amount of the surety bond
or letter of credit may be adjusted quarterly to equal the
actual amount of undisbursed funds based upon submission by the
organization of a statement from a certified public accountant
verifying the amount of undisbursed funds. The requirements of
this paragraph are waived if the cost of acquiring a surety bond
or letter of credit exceeds the average 10-year cost of
acquiring a surety bond or letter of credit by 200 percent. The
requirements of this paragraph are waived for a state
university; or an independent college or university which is
eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Effective
Access to Student Education Grant Program, located and chartered
in this state, is not for profit, and is accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools.

(n)+4s)» Must provide to the Auditor General any information
or documentation requested in connection with an operational
audit of a scholarship-funding organization conducted pursuant
to s. 11.45.

(0) 1.4+~ Must develop a purchasing handbook that includes
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policies for authorized uses of scholarship funds under

paragraph (d) and s. 1002.394(4) (a). The handbook must include,
at a minimum, a routinely updated list of prohibited items and
services, and items or services that require preauthorization or
additional documentation. Annually, ¥ ggust—d—2024—and by

eaehk July 1 +£hereafter, the purchasing handbook must be provided

to the Commissioner of Education and published on the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s website. Any
revisions must be provided to the commissioner and published on
the organization’s website within 30 days after such revisions.
2. The organization shall assist the Florida Center for
Students with Unique Abilities established under s. 1004.6495
with the development of purchasing guidelines, which must
include a routinely updated list of prohibited items and
services, and items or services for which preauthorization or
additional documentation is required, for authorized uses of
scholarship funds under s. 1002.394(4) (b) and publish the

guidelines on the organization’s website. Any approval or denial

of items and services must be consistent with the purchasing

guidelines developed by the center.

3. If the organization fails to submit the purchasing
handbook required by subparagraph 1., the Department of
Education may assess a financial penalty, not to exceed $10,000,
as prescribed by State Board of Education rule. This
subparagraph expires July 1, 2026.

(p)+4=)> May permit eligible students to use program funds
for the purposes specified in paragraph (d), as authorized in
the organization’s purchasing handbook, by paying for the

authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request
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to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.
However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
may require the use of an online platform for direct purchases
of products so long as such use does not limit a parent’s choice
of curriculum or academic programs. If a parent purchases a
product identical to one offered by an organization’s online
platform for a lower price, the organization shall reimburse the

parent the cost of the product.
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e Mot s h £ fhot P I : +
M ArotTE FEh—pareh hat—participation—Fr—th
hel N g + + 13 +
rotarshipprogram ¢ Fr guarant Aroliments
i Shall hol s fund behalf of +h tudent
) Fratd FRFRE hotarship—fund r—Poehatf—of—+th SaS S8
£ PR ] a £ £ hich +h + | £
for—tutrtron—ane—+£ for—which—the parent s responsibte—fo¥
£ £ +h £1ad £1 3 + K 1 bef }
paymert—at—the participating priva root—before—using
hol £ funde £ et 1 th 3 g g
hotarship—o vt funas—feor addirtionat—agthorizea—+ aRaer

(9q) 4%) Beginning
department quarterly reports that provide the estimated and
actual amounts of the net eligible contributions—as—defined—in
subseetion—2)+ and all funds carried forward from the prior

state fiscal year.

September30—20623+ Must submit to the

(r)4¥)> Must establish a process to collect input and
feedback from parents, private schools, and providers before
implementing substantial modifications or enhancements to the

reimbursement process.

Information and documentation provided to the Department of
Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this

section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
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(7) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

PARTICIPATION.—
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3481 F—Reguire—hi r—her student participating tn the program 3510| +he—schotarship-
3482| +te—takethe norm—referenced = mert—offeredlby—th 3511 B spy—with—th hrotarshipappltieation and renewal
3483| porticeipatingprivat rool—TFheparent—iay ot B to—he 3512 p= aRe—regquirement tabtished by —th reantrations
3484| +he——studentpartieipatein the statewide assessments pursuant—+te 3513 +b)> A parent whose student is participating in the
3485 —31008-22—Tf the parent—reqguests—that—th tudent 3514| personalized education program and will not be enrolled full
3486| participatinginthe program—tal tatewide—= ments—pursuan 3515| time in a public or private school must+
3487 £ 1008-22—and—the participating privat heool—has—rnot 3516 I—Apply—to—an—eltigible nonprofitsecholarship—funding
3488 B At ffer and—administer—th tatewide—=a meREsS—ER 3517 rgantzation—toparticipateinthe program as o personatized
3489| porent—is—responsiblefor transpeorting—th tudent—to—th 3518 dueation—student—bya—dat t—py—Eh reanization—Fhe—reguest
3490 as ment—site—designratedPy—th ool —distriets 3519| must—b mgReated—di tly—to—th rganization—tn o manner
3491 8—Appr ach—payment—before—th rotarship—funds—may P 3520| <+hat—ereat a—written—or—eleetronie rd—ofthe—reguest—and
3492| depositedby funds—transfer—The parentmay not—desigrate—an 3521| <+he—dat £ ipt—ofthe reguest—Beginning with new—and
3493 ity —eor—individuat—as fated—with—the partieipating privat 3522| rerewal-applications—feor—th 025-2026 Rroot ar—and
3494 ool —as—theparent!is—attern in—fact—to—appr a—fund 3523| <+hereafter;—a parentmustrnotify—th rgantzation—byMa T—that
3495| +ransfers partieipant—whofaits—+ mpty—with—this paragraph 3524| £h hotearship—isPbeing—a pted—renewed;—or—deelineds
3496 forfeits—+th Botarship- 3525 2- sign an agreement with the organization and annually
3497 O Authori the nonprofit heolarship—funding organization 3526| submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
3498| +eo—= ss—infermation needed—for—incom Tigibitit 3527 satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
3499 determination—and rifieationheld b ther—stat r—federat 3528 to receive and spend program payments, by:
3500| =agenetes;—inetuding the bepartment—of R Aue;—the bepartment—of 3529 (a)a= Affirming that the program funds are used only for
3501| Ehitdren—andFamities;—the Department—of kduecation,—the 3530| authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
3502| Department—of mmeree;—and—th e forHealth Car 3531| described in paragraph (6) (d), and that they will not receive a
3503| Admintstration,for student ing—prierity—etigibitity 3532| payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this
3504 1+o-—Agree—tohavethe organization commit scholarship funds 3533| section.
3505 a—behalfof hi r—her student—for tuition—and £ for—which 3534 (b) If the student is enrolled in Florida Virtual School as
3506| +he—parent—isrespensible for paymentatthe participating 3535| a private paying student, agreeing to have the organization
3507| private—schoolPbefore—using holarship—a urt—funds—for 3536| commit scholarship funds on behalf of his or her student for
3508| odditienral—authorized underparagraph—{6){d)— parent—i 3537| tuition and fees for which the parent is responsible for payment
3509| =xrespensible—foratleligibl penses—in S £ the—amount—of 3538| to the Florida Virtual School before using scholarship account
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funds for additional uses under paragraph (6) (d).

(c)b+ Affirming that the parent is responsible for all
eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and
for the education of his or her student.

(d)e~ Submitting a student learning plan to the
organization and revising the plan at least annually before
program renewal.

(e)eé~ Requiring his or her student to take a nationally
norm-referenced test identified by the Department of Education,
or a statewide assessment under s. 1008.22, and provide
assessment results to the organization before the student’s
program renewal.

g + ol
=<

px and—reguiremen = £

2

e organization

p4
+tudent—wh i 4 ' +h 3 + 4
GeteE—wir partieirpatiron I —the program 5 1r Fefr S il
: £ a el N funds +that 3 AN} N
rErRY £ Pene Horarshtp—tuna Aot—aE TRt r—he¥r
+ 3 + PRI N 1 b=
=3 Gt —fromprror—year Gt Ere—o TRE—Y £54 =+ €

(f)£= Procuring the services necessary to educate the
student. When the student receives a scholarship, the district
school board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

appropriate public education.

For purposes of this subsection paragraph, full-time enrollment
does not include enrollment at a private school that addresses
regular and direct contact with teachers through the student
learning plan in accordance with s. 1002.421(9) (i) s+
00242+

2 1o o£ 1o io hol s .
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3597| partieipating private sechool must report—a studentls secores—te 3626| required by paragraph (6) (k) +&6)+e).
3598| <+the—parents partieipatingprivat roel—must—annuatly report 3627 (d) Netify—etigible nonprefit kotarship—funding
3599| by AugustI5—+th * £ ot partieipatingstudents—+to—astat 3628 roganization f—the—deadtin for—submitting—th rified—tist
3600| university deseribed—inparagraph—+I+H—+ 3629| ef—eligible—seholarship students;—eross—cheek the verifiedIist
3601 - drtatster—th tatewide—= eSS —pursuant—t < 3630 +h—the—pubts ool —enroliment tists—toaveidduptiecationy
3602 166822 ifaparticipating privat roeot—eh = ffer—th 3631| and—when—the FloridaEdueation Finan Program—is—reeateutatedy
3603 tatewideassessments—A participating private schoolmay—<h 3632| adjust—theamount—of state fundsalloecatedtoschool distriets
3604| <« ffer and—administer—th tatewide—=a mepts—to—att 3633| <+throughthe FloridaEducation Finan Programbased—upon—th
3605 tudents—who—attendthe participating privat ool —in—grad 3634| xesult £—th ¥ reel
3606| +hreuvgh 10 —arnd mustsubmit o reguest In—writing to—the 3635 “Hey—Mairtainandanruetty publtish atisteof natiernally
3607| bDepartment—of Education by March 1 of ecaech ar—in—order—& 3636| neorm—referenced—tests—identifiedfor purp fsatisfying—th
3608| administer—th tatewide—=a merEs—in—th wbseguent hool 3637| <+estingregquirement—in subparagraph{8{eHl—The testsmust—meet
3609| sear- 3638| Industrv standardsef guality in acecordance with State Reard—of
3610 3639| Edueation—ruler
3611 £ aparticipatingprivat hool—fails—tomeet—the requirement 3640 +£> Issue a project grant award to a state university, to
3612 £ —this—sub tier—er s—1062-421t—+th Mt SssEoner—fmay 3641 which participating private schools and eligible nonprofit
3613| determine—thatthe partieipating privat hool—ds—dneligible =+ 3642 scholarship-funding organizations must report the scores of
3614| partieipate—inthe scholarship program- 3643| participating students on the nationally norm-referenced tests
3615 +9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The Department of 3644 or the statewide assessments administered in grades 3 through
3616| Education shall: 3645 10. The project term is 2 years, and the amount of the project
3617 (a) Annually submit to the department and division, by 3646 1is up to $250,000 per year. The project grant award must be
3618| March 15, a list of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding 3647 reissued in 2-year intervals in accordance with this paragraph.
3619| organizations that meet the requirements of paragraph (2) (f) 3648 1. The state university must annually report to the
3620| A2r+tegr. 3649| Department of Education on the student performance of
3621 (b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit 3650| participating students and, beginning with the 2027-2028 school
3622 scholarship-funding organizations that meet the requirements of 3651| year, on the performance of personalized education students:
3623| paragraph (2) (f) 2. 3652 a. On a statewide basis. The report shall also include, to
3624 (c) Annually verify the eligibility of expenditures as 3653| the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship students’
3625| provided in paragraph (6) (d) or paragraph (6) (i) using the audit 3654| performance to the statewide student performance of public
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school students with socioeconomic backgrounds similar to those
of students participating in the scholarship program. To
minimize costs and reduce time required for the state
university’s analysis and evaluation, the Department of
Education shall coordinate with the state university to provide
data to the state university in order to conduct analyses of
matched students from public school assessment data and
calculate control group student performance using an agreed-upon
methodology with the state university; and

b. On an individual school basis for students enrolled full
time in a private school. The annual report must include student
performance for each participating private school in which

enrolled students in the private school participated in a

scholarship program under this section exr—s+—3+002-3%4{F2)+4=)> in
the prior school year. The report shall be according to each
participating private school, and for participating students, in
which there are at least 30 participating students who have
scores for tests administered. If the state university
determines that the 30-participating-student cell size may be
reduced without disclosing personally identifiable information,
as described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of a participating student,
the state university may reduce the participating-student cell
size, but the cell size must not be reduced to less than 10
participating students. The department shall provide each
participating private school’s prior school year’s student
enrollment information to the state university no later than
June 15 of each year, or as requested by the state university.

2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data

under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of
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ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and
regulations issued pursuant thereto, and shall be for the sole
purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph
1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such
information as required by law. The annual report must not
disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual
participating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph
1.b., or disclose the academic level of individual students.

3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. shall be
published by the Department of Education on its website.
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(e)+45> Provide a process to match the direct certification
list with the scholarship application data submitted by any
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization eligible to receive
the 3 percent 3—pereent administrative allowance under paragraph
(6) (1) &+

(f)+4k)» Notify each school district of the full-time

equivalent student consensus estimate of scholarship students

developed pursuant to s. 216.136(4) (a) .

(109 HOOL—PISTRICT ORLICATIONS+—PRARENTAT PTTION
+ HOOE +FSTRIECT BEHCATIFONS—PARENTAL PTFEON
(o) 7 +h £ £ 1 1151 £ h|
\y=s PoR—t reat T—afr E=acE=CES RORPEOTT AOTTESHER
fundd ' 4 h 1 dictrict hall 3n€ 11
EERCaS Eaas) rgaRrZacTrof——a SEh T—&E i Ao TR OFM—a=* =
h h =] ek N dictrict txzd £ 4 | ; |
ERaSACISASESIS ESS Witharh—ene— e StrT ¥ TR r—reat S—PprE <
h| g +£h Nati 1 Seh 11 h + £ +h h| N £
meaT iSz3acacra re—NaGtrohaTr 1t T— B £ e+ THFEOTTTEY
£ 1 £ + EENS hel h T £ £ I 4
€ Scice To¥r— =3 reat oI ESHTP Tt TOFH £ HeR—HRotE
hall b ded b + h| 151 £i4 hol h 3
AarT—Pe—P¥ TEee—BY 3 EEacE=CEo HORPFroT* RO ESHTp— T eReI g

hool -distriet shall as + ith +the d + £+ 1
hrool—distriet—shald rainat +Hth—the department—toprovid
I 3 i + hool—t P 1 d +
to—a—partireipatingPpriva hrool—th tatewirde—o REF

Page 129 of 147

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

3742
3743
3744
3745
3746
3747
3748
3749
3750
3751
3752
3753
3754
3755
3756
3757
3758
3759
3760
3761
3762
3763
3764
3765
3766
3767
3768
3769
3770

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 318
1-01048A-26 2026318
£ 3 l o + = 3 1 ot + o + + o 1 ] 1 +
S e e ey aebpretebens Done sl - mges e dend Lan e fn
1 1 1 s +h
S e e
o] - 1 £ 4+ 3 1 £ 4+ 3 - + 3 1 4 h 1
bo—Frovisior of fraining for verticicating privaze schoel
o ££ 4+ + . A . Armd s ot 4 A .
e et sponh e e s el Lo s
2 AP IV, RO £ 4 P + | + PR +
e et L e
private—sehoot;
2 Ret £ 4+ o] + | £ PP + 2
i e e s ST B
private—schools
4 D 1o £+ ' a £ £ £ 1o £1
4—Proviston—of the reguired format for a participating
4 4+ 1+ N R e 44 4+ + A fond A £ + +
s e e e e =
Arad ot ot 3 4 17 + . g
sedmirtstratton and—enrotiment purp —are
1~ anl 1 1 £ 1 a 1ot 1+ 1
Previston—of any reguired assistance, monitoring, —or
1 o + o + E 3 + 3 1 + h |
L faatter et aearttetpatiagerive Ao

(9) 43+ SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—

(a) The scholarship amount provided to any student for any
single school year by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization from eligible contributions shall be for total

costs authorized under paragraph (6) (c) +63++e), not to exceed

annual limits.;—which—shallbe determined—as—follown
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2771 shroughograde & 3800 $24+666—+
3772 e—Ninet ix—pereentfor astudentenrelledingrade S 3801 (b)4£> A scholarship awarded to an eligible student shall
37173 through—grade—12= 3802 remain in force until:
3774 2—For —students—initiallyeligible—in—+the 20192020 schoot 3803 1. The organization determines that the student is not
3775 ar—or—thereafter;—th steuvlated ameunt—fer o student—+£ 3804 eligible for program renewal;
3776| oattend—an—eligible privat heoel—shall b steuvlatedin 3805 2. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes
3777 aeecordance—withs+—+002-3%412 =)~ 3806| program participation or use of funds;
3778 Hor—Payment—of—th heotarship—by—th tigiblenonpreofit 3807 3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the
3779 holarship—fundingorganization shall be by funds—transfers 3808| program for failure to comply with subsection (7);
3780 iretuding,—put ot timited to,debitecards;,—eleetronie paymert 3809 4. The student who uses the scholarship for full-time
3781 ards—er—any other mean £ payment—that the department deem 3810| tuition and fees at an eligible private school pursuvaent—te
3782| *eo% mreretatlty—iabt ¥ t-cffeetive—An—eligibt 3811| peragraph—+ =) enrolls full time in a public school. However,
3783 rorprofit—sechoelarship—funding organization shall ensure—that—th 3812 if a student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention
3784| parent—has—appE d—a—funds—transfer before—an holarship 3813| center for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not
3785| funds—are—depositeds 3814 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time
3786 Her—Ff—= Fotarshipstudent is attending an—eligibt 3815| basis for that purpose; or
3787 privat reoot—full—+time;—the initial poyment —shall be mad 3816 5. The student graduates from high school, completes a home
3788| after—theeorganizationls verificationof admission acecptaneces 3817| education program as defined in the student’s personalized
3789| ond—subsequentpayments—shall bemade—upon rifieation—of 3818| education plan, or attains 21 years of age, whichever occurs
3790 rtinged—enrollment—and—attendan at—th Tigible—privat 3819| first.
3791| sehoot—Payments—shall be madewithin 7 businessdays—after 3820 “+g—Reimbursements—for programexpendituresmay continue
3792| approeval by the parent pursuant to paragraph (I {a)r-andth 3821| wumtil the aceount balance 4 pendedor remaining funds ha
3793| privet ool —purstant—teoparagraph—{8){b)= 3822| = rred—to—th £k
3794 +—Payment—of the scholarship shall be made by the 3823 (c)+k)» A student’s scholarship account must be closed and
3795 igible nonprofit holarship—funding eorganization ne—1L 3824| any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:
3796| freguentlvythanon o guarterly basis+ 3825 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
3797 +er—An—eligible nonprofitsecholarship—fundingorganization 3826| commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
3798| mayrnet—transfer any funds—teoan—o wrt—ofa—student—determined 3827 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
3799 Tigible—under—thi tion—which—has—abatan et s—of 3828| or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services
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received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d);

2. One fiscal year ¥F £t et fisealt a¥s in which an

account has been inactive; e=

3. The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private
school for 30 days while receiving a scholarship that requires
full-time enrollment; or

4. A student’s scholarship no longer remains in force due

to any of the reasons provided in paragraph (b).

An organization must report to the Department of Education the

total number of scholarship accounts that were closed pursuant

to this paragraph and the amount of funds by account that

reverted to the organization.

(d)+4+)> Moneys received pursuant to this section do not
constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent
of the qualified student.

(13)+4#5)» NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS;
APPLICATION.—In order to participate in the scholarship program
created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks
to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit
an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of
Independent Education and Parental Choice. Charitable
organizations may apply at any time to participate in the

program.

(e) If the State Board of Education disapproves the renewal

of a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, the
organization must notify the affected eligible students and
parents of the decision within 15 days after disapproval. An

eligible student affected by the disapproval of an

Page 133 of 147

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

3858
3859
3860
3861
3862
3863
3864
3865
3866
3867
3868
3869
3870
3871
3872
3873
3874
3875
3876
3877
3878
3879
3880
3881
3882
3883
3884
3885
3886

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 318

1-01048A-26 2026318
organization’s participation remains eligible under this section
until the end of the school year in which the organization was
disapproved. The student must apply and be accepted by another
eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for the
upcoming school year. The student shall be given priority in

accordance with s. 1002.421(2) (d) 3. paragraph—6r+to—

Section 7. Paragraph (1) of subsection (4) of section
1003.485, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—

(4) ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—The administrator
shall:

(1) Expend eligible contributions received only for the
purchase and delivery of books and to implement the requirements
of this section, as well as for administrative expenses not to
exceed 2 percent of total eligible contributions.

Notwithstanding s. 1002.395(6) (i)3. —31062-395(6+ {1y 3-, the

administrator may carry forward up to 25 percent of eligible
contributions made before January 1 of each state fiscal year
and 100 percent of eligible contributions made on or after
January 1 of each state fiscal year to the following state
fiscal year for purposes authorized by this subsection. Any
eligible contributions in excess of the allowable carry forward
not used to provide additional books throughout the year to
eligible students shall revert to the state treasury.

Section 8. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5) of section
1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;
coordinated screening and progress monitoring; reporting

requirements.—
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3887 (5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.— 3916 ready for grade promotion.
3888 (d) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial 3917 7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a
3889 deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be 3918| portfolio as provided in subparagraph (7) (b)4. and the evidence
3890| immediately notified in writing of the following: 3919| required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s
3891 1. That his or her child has been identified as having a 3920 academic standards for English Language Arts. A school must
3892 substantial deficiency in reading, including a description and 3921 immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio when a
3893| explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact 3922 student in grade 3 is identified as being at risk of retention
3894 nature of the student’s difficulty in learning and lack of 3923 or upon the request of the parent, whichever occurs first.
3895| achievement in reading. 3924 8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for
3896 2. A description of the current services that are provided 3925| midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
3897 to the child. 3926 retained student at any time during the year of retention once
3898 3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions 3927| the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.
3899 and supports that will be provided to the child that are 3928 9. Information about the student’s eligibility for the New
3900 designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency. 3929| Worlds Reading Initiative under s. 1003.485 amd—the N Worted
3901 4. The student progression requirements under paragraph 3930| SeholarshipA arEs—under—s+—3062-4+F and information on parent
3902 (2) (h) and that if the child’s reading deficiency is not 3931 training modules and other reading engagement resources
3903 remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained 3932 available through the initiative.
3904 unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good 3933
3905| cause. 3934| After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent
3906 5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and 3935| at least monthly of the student’s progress in response to the
3907| programming, through a read-at-home plan the parent can use in 3936| intensive interventions and supports. Such communications must
3908| helping his or her child succeed in reading. The read-at-home 3937| be in writing and must explain any additional interventions or
3909| plan must provide access to the resources identified in 3938 supports that will be implemented to accelerate the student’s
3910| paragraph (e). 3939| progress if the interventions and supports already being
3911 6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts 3940 implemented have not resulted in improvement. Upon the request
3912 assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that 3941 of the parent, the teacher or school administrator shall meet to
3913| additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are 3942| discuss the student’s progress. The parent may request more
3914 available to the child to assist parents and the school district 3943 frequent notification of the student’s progress, more frequent
3915| in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and 3944 interventions or supports, and earlier implementation of the
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3945| additional interventions or supports described in the initial 3974 Statutes, 1is amended to read:
3946| notification. 3975 1011.61 Definitions.—Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
3947 Section 9. Section 1010.305, Florida Statutes, is amended 3976 1000.21, the following terms are defined as follows for the
3948| to read: 3977| purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program:
3949 1010.305 Audit of student enrollment.— 3978 (4) The “Florida Education Finance Program” includes all
3950 (1) The Auditor General shall annually periediealdty examine 3979| programs and costs as provided in ss. 1003.03, 1011.62, 1011.68,
3951| the records of school districts, eligible nonprofit scholarship- 3980| amd 1011.685, 1011.687, and 1011.689, as applicable.
3952 funding organizations as defined in s. 1002.421, and other 3981 Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraph (a)
3953 agencies as appropriate, to determine compliance with law and 3982 of subsection (15), and subsections (16) and (19) of section
3954 State Board of Education rules relating to the classification, 3983 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
3955 assignment, and verification of full-time equivalent student 3984 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
3956| enrollment and student transportation reported under the Florida 3985| allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
3957 Education Finance Program. 3986 district for operation of schools is not determined in the
3958 (2) If it is determined that the approved criteria and 3987| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
3959 procedures for the placement of students and the conduct of 3988 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
3960| programs have not been followed by the district or eligible 3989 follows:
3961 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, appropriate 3990 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASE FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE
3962| adjustments in the full-time equivalent student count for that 3991 PROGRAM.—The following procedure shall be followed in
3963 district or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization 3992 determining the base Florida Education Finance Program funds for
3964 must be made, and any excess funds must be deducted from 3993 each district:
3965| subsequent allocations of state funds to that district or 3994 (a) Determination of full-time equivalent membership.—
3966 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. As provided 3995 1+= During the fiscal year, including scheduled
3967 for by rule, if errors in a specific program of a district or 3996| intersessions of a year-round school program during the fiscal
3968| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization recur in 3997| year, each district shall complete full-time equivalent surveys
3969 consecutive years due to lack of corrective action by the 3998| by aggregating the full-time equivalent student membership of
3970| district or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, 3999| each program by school. The department shall establish the
3971| adjustments may be made based upon statistical estimates of 4000| number and interval of membership calculations. The district’s
3972 error projected to the overall district or scholarship program. 4001 full-time equivalent membership shall be computed and currently
3973 Section 10. Subsection (4) of section 1011.61, Florida 4002 maintained in accordance with regulations of the commissioner.
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(15) TOTAL ALLOCATION OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH DISTRICT.—The
total annual state allocation to each district for current
operation for the Florida Education Finance Program shall be
distributed to districts pursuant to s. 1011.66 and based on the
results of the full-time equivalent membership surveys
established in paragraph (1) (a).

(a) When the Florida Education Finance Program allocation
is recalculated, if the gross state Florida Education Finance
Program funds are not sufficient to pay the state requirement in
full, the department shall prorate the available state funds to
each district in the following manner:

1. To calculate the gross state and local Florida Education
Finance Program funding, add the base Florida Education Finance
Program and the categorical funds, except for the categorical

funding provided in sub tieon—{+6r——and s. 1011.685.

2. To calculate the gross state Florida Education Finance
Program funding, subtract the required local effort in
subsection (4) from the gross and local Florida Education
Finance Program funding.

3. To determine the amount that must be prorated among all
school districts, subtract the gross state Florida Education
Finance Program and any prior year adjustments pursuant to
paragraph (b) from the corresponding amount of state funds

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.

4. Each school district’s amount of the proration is
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calculated based on its proportionate share of the gross state

and local Florida Education Finance Program funding.
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Section 12. Paragraph (1) of subsection (2) of section
11.45, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (o) is added
to that subsection, to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.—

(2) DUTIES.—The Auditor General shall:

(1) At least once every 3 years, conduct operational audits
of the accounts and records of eligible nonprofit scholarship-
funding organizations receiving eligible contributions under s.
1002.395, including any contracts for services with related
entities, to determine compliance with the provisions of that
section. Such audits shall include, but not be limited to, a
determination of the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization’s compliance with s. 1002.395(6) (i), including

whether the organization’s expenditures are reasonable and

necessary s+—=+982-395{6}{1). The Auditor General shall provide

its report on the results of the audits to the Governor, the
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President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Chief Financial Officer, and the
Legislative Auditing Committee, within 30 days of completion of
the audit.

(o) Beginning July 1, 2027, annually conduct an audit of

records of eligible scholarship-funding organizations regarding

the background screening results in s. 1002.421(8) (a).

The Auditor General shall perform his or her duties
independently but under the general policies established by the
Legislative Auditing Committee. This subsection does not limit
the Auditor General’s discretionary authority to conduct other
audits or engagements of governmental entities as authorized in
subsection (3).

Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (7) of section
212.099, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

212.099 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations.—

(7)

(c) The organization may, subject to the limitations of s.
1002.395(6) (1) 1. s+—3+0B2-395+46+HH)r+=, use eligible contributions
received during the state fiscal year in which such
contributions are collected for administrative expenses.

Section 14. Subsection (6) of section 402.22, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

402.22 Education program for students who reside in
residential care facilities operated by the Department of
Children and Families or the Agency for Persons with

Disabilities.—
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(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 1001.42(4) (m), the
educational program at the Marianna Sunland Center in Jackson
County shall be operated by the Department of Education, either
directly or through grants or contractual agreements with other
public educational agencies. The annual state allocation to any
such agency shall be computed pursuant to s. 1011.62(1), (2),
and (17) +#8) and allocated in the amount that would have been
provided the local school district in which the residential
facility is located.

Section 15. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
1002.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

(6) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
FUNDING.—

(b) Students enrolled in a virtual instruction program
shall be funded in the Florida Education Finance Program as
provided in the General Appropriations Act. The calculation to
determine the amount of funds for each student through the
Florida Education Finance Program shall include the sum of the
basic amount for current operations established in s.
1011.62(1) (n) and all categorical programs except for the
categorical programs established in ss. 1011.62(7) andy (12),
aned—+6)+ 1011.68, and 1011.685, and 1011.687. Students residing
outside of the school district reporting the full-time
equivalent virtual student shall be funded from state funds
only.

Section 16. Subsection (3) of section 1003.4935, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy
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4177 courses and career-themed courses.— 4206| recommendations which include the following scholarship program
4178 (3) CAPE industry certifications offered in the middle 4207 components:
4179 grades that are included on the CAPE Industry Certification 4208 (a) The costs to contract with scholarship-funding
4180| Funding List, if earned by students, are eligible for additional 4209| organizations, not to exceed five scholarship-funding
4181 funding pursuant to s. 1011.62(16) s+—383+E-6217). 4210| organizations, or to administer the scholarship program wholly
4182 Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and paragraph 4211| or partly within the Department of Education, school districts,
4183 (b) of subsection (3) of section 1010.20, Florida Statutes, are 4212 or educational consortiums including, but not limited to, costs
4184| amended to read: 4213| associated with:
4185 1010.20 Cost accounting and reporting for school 4214 1. The scholarship application process pursuant to s.
4186 districts.— 4215 1002.421(2), Florida Statutes.
4187 (2) COST REPORTING.— 4216 2. The scholarship enrollment and verification process
4188 (a) Each district shall report on a district-aggregate 4217| pursuant to s. 1002.421(3), Florida Statutes.
4189| basis expenditures for inservice training pursuant to s. 4218 3. The scholarship payment and reimbursement process and
4190| 1011.62(3) and for categorical programs as provided in s. 4219| the scholarship account requirements pursuant to s. 1002.421 (5)
4191 1011.62(18). 4220| and (6), Florida Statutes.
4192 (3) PROGRAM EXPENDITURE REQUIREMENTS.— 4221 4. Communicating with parents regarding the different
4193 (b) Funds for inservice training established in s. 4222 scholarship programs and how to apply to a scholarship program
4194 1011.62(3) and for categorical programs established in s. 4223| and assisting parents with additional scholarship-related
4195 1011.62(17) s+—3683+-62418) shall be expended for the costs of 4224| questions and issues.
4196| the identified programs as provided by law and in accordance 4225 5. A reasonable administration fee by various program
4197| with the rules of the State Board of Education. 4226| component.
4198 Section 18. (1) No later than December 1, 2026, the 4227 (b) The administration of the scholarship-funding tax
4199| Department of Education shall provide recommendations to the 4228 credits program pursuant s. 1002.395(5).
4200| Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the 4229 (c) The requirements to be an approved scholarship-funding
4201| House of Representatives to improve the efficiency and 4230| organization.
4202| effectiveness of the implementation of the scholarship programs 4231 (d) A plan to ensure that the results from required
4203| created pursuant to chapter 1002, Florida Statutes, for 4232| background screening for education providers who are licensed or
4204 implementation beginning in the 2028-2029 school year. 4233| who are exempt from licensure through the Department of Children
4205 (2) At a minimum, the Department of Education must include 4234 and Families are shared with the Department of Education.
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Section 19. This act shall take effect July 1,
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