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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 382 provides that a person operating an electric bicycle on certain shared pathways must
adhere to certain protocols. It also provides that a person operating an electric bicycle on a
sidewalk or other area designated for pedestrians may not operate the electric bicycle at a speed
greater than 10 miles per hour if a pedestrian is within 50 feet of the electric bicycle.

The bill creates the Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force, adjunct to the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles (Department), and provides certain requirements for membership and
administrative requirements related to data collection and reporting.

The bill will have an indeterminate fiscal impact on private and governmental sectors. See
Section V., Fiscal Impact Statement for details.

The bill shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Present Situation:

Electric Bicycle Regulations

An electric bicycle is defined as a bicycle or tricycle equipped with fully operable pedals, a seat

or saddle for the use of the rider, and an electric motor of less than 750 watts which meets the
requirements of one of the following three classifications:
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e “Class 1 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the
electric bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

e “Class 2 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used
exclusively to propel the electric bicycle and that ceases to provide assistance when the
electric bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

e “Class 3 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the
electric bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour.!

Florida law provides that an electric bicycle or an operator of an electric bicycle shall be afforded
all the rights and privileges, and be subject to all of the duties, of a bicycle or the operator of a
bicycle, including those of traditional bicycle regulations.” An electric bicycle is a vehicle to the
same extent as a bicycle.® Florida law allows local governments to adopt ordinances governing
the operation of electric bicycles on streets, highways, sidewalks, and sidewalk areas under or
within the local government’s jurisdiction.* It prevents a municipality, county, or agency of the
state having jurisdiction over a bicycle path, multiuse path, or trail network from restricting or
prohibiting the operation of an electric bicycle on a bicycle path, multiuse path, or trail network.’
It also prevents a municipality, county, or agency of the state having jurisdiction over a beach or
dune, from restricting or prohibiting the operation of an electric bicycle on such beach or dune.®

An electric bicycle, or an operator of an electric bicycle, is not subject to the provisions of law
relating to financial responsibility, driver or motor vehicle licenses, vehicle registration, title
certificates, off-highway motorcycles, or off-highway vehicles.’

Beginning in January 2021, manufacturers and distributors of electric bicycles were mandated to
apply a label to be permanently affixed in a prominent location to each electric bicycle. The label
contains the classification number, top assisted speed, and motor wattage of the electric bicycle.®
A person is prohibited from tampering with or modifying an electric bicycle so as to change the
motor-powered speed capability or engagement of an electric bicycle, unless the label indicating
the classification number is replaced under certain requirements.’

Under Federal Law, an electric bicycle must comply with the equipment and manufacturing
requirements for bicycles adopted by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission
under 16 C.F.R. part 1512.

An electric bicycle must operate in the following manner:

! Section 316.003(23), F.S.
2 Section 316.20655(1), F.S.
3Id.

‘.

SId.

°Id.

7 Section 316.20655(2), F.S.
8 Section 316.20655(3), F.S.
9 Section 316.20655(4), F.S.
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e The electric motor is disengaged or ceases to function when the rider stops pedaling or when
the brakes are applied;

e Operators may ride an electric bicycle where bicycles are allowed, including, but not limited
to, streets, highways, roadways, shoulders, bicycle lanes, and bicycle or multiuse paths.'°

A local government may adopt an ordinance providing one or more minimum age requirements
to operate an electric bicycle and may adopt an ordinance requiring an operator of an electric
bicycle to possess a government-issued photographic identification while operating the electric
bicycle. !'Also, a local government may provide training on the safe operation of electric
bicycles and compliance with the traffic laws of this state that apply to electric bicycles.'?

Written Reports of Crashes and Crash Report Forms

Section 316.066, F.S., provides that a Florida Traffic Crash Report, Long Form must be

completed and submitted to the Department within 10 days after an investigation is completed by

the law enforcement officer. The Florida Crash Report Long Form must include the following

information:

e The date, time, and location of the crash;

e A description of the vehicles involved;

e The names and addresses of the parties involved, including all drivers and passengers, and
the identification of the vehicle in which each was a driver or a passenger;

e The names and addresses of witnesses;

e The name, badge number, and law enforcement agency of the officer investigating the crash;
and

e The names of the insurance companies for the respective parties involved in the crash.!

In any crash for which a Florida Traffic Crash Report, Long Form is not required and which
occurs on the public roadways of this state, the law enforcement officer must complete a short-
form crash report or provide a driver exchange-of-information form, to be completed by all
drivers and passengers involved in the crash, which requires the identification of each vehicle
that the drivers and passengers were in.'* The short-from crash report contains the same
information as listed above in the long-form.

Every crash report required to be made in writing must be made on the appropriate form
approved by the DHSMV and must contain all the information from the long and short forms. !>

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill amends section 316.20655, F.S., to provide that a person operating an electric bicycle
that is not located adjacent to a roadway, including a shared pathway located in a park or
recreational area, shall yield to pedestrians and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and

10 Section 316.20655(6) and (7), F.S.
Il Section 316.20655(8), F.S.

12 Section 316.20655(9), F.S.

13 Section 316.066, F.S.

14 Section 316.066(c), F.S.

15 Section 316.068, F.S.
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passing a pedestrian. Any person operating an electric bicycle on a sidewalk or any other area
designated for pedestrian use may not operate the electric bicycle at a speed greater than 10 miles
per hour if a pedestrian is within 50 feet of the electric bicycle. A person who fails to comply
commits a non-criminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in
chapter 318, F.S.

The bill requires that an Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force be created, adjunct to the Department
and shall provide administrative and staff support services related to functions of the task force.

The purpose of this task force is to examine and recommend improvements to state law
enforcement and regulatory framework governing electric bicycles in order to encourage the safe
operation of electric bicycles and to prevent traffic incidents, injuries, and fatalities involving
such bicycles.

The task force shall be composed of the executive director of the Department, his or her

designee; the secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT), or his or her designee; and

the following members who shall be appointed by the executive director of the Department:

e A representative from the Florida Sheriff’s Association.

e A representative from the Florida Police Chiefs Association.

e A representative from the Florida League of Cities.

e A representative from the Florida Association on Counties.

A representative from the medical field with experience relating to treating bicycle and

pedestrian injuries.

e A representative from an organization involved in efforts to prevent bicycle, including
electric bicycle, injuries and fatalities.

Appointments for this task force must be made within 15 days after the effective date of this act.

The executive director of the Department, or his or her designee, must chair the task force. Any
vacancy on the task force must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.

The task force shall convene no later than 30 days after the effective date of this act. The task
force shall meet at least monthly but may meet more frequently at the call of the chair. At least
one meeting of the task force must occur in each of the following regions of the state: North
Florida, Central Florida, and South Florida. All meetings shall be held at the time and place
designated by the chair.

Members of the task force shall serve without compensation but are entitled to receive
reimbursement for per diem and travel expenses pursuant to section 112.061, F.S.

The task force shall develop a report that includes legislative recommendations for
improvements to state law and the regulatory framework governing electric bicycles. The report
must consider methods to improve traffic safety for electric bicycle operators and riders,
pedestrians, and other vehicle operators through reasonable measures designed to reduce traffic
incidents, injuries, and fatalities. Before October 1, 2026, the task force shall submit the report to
the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Upon submission of the report, the task force is dissolved. This section expires October 1, 2026.
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Beginning 30 days after the effective date of this act, the Florida Highway Patrol and each police

department and sheriff’s office shall maintain a list of all traffic crashes that the respective

agency investigates which involve an electric bicycle. Any such traffic crash must be included in

the list, regardless of whether the crash is reported on a Florida Traffic Crash Report, Long

Form; short-form crash report; or driver exchange-of-information form. The list must contain the

following information for each traffic crash:

e Date and time of the crash.

e C(lass of electric bicycle involved in the crash.

e Age of the electric bicycle operator involved in the crash.

e [fknown, whether the electric bicycle operator possessed a valid Florida learner’s driver
license or driver license at the time of the crash.

By October 31, 2026, the Department shall submit to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report summarizing the reports submitted to
the Department, and including the list created by the Florida Highway Patrol. The report must
separate the traffic crash data by county and list the reporting law enforcement agencies within
each county.

The bill takes effect upon becoming a law.
IV. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None identified.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.
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VL.

VII.

VIIL.

IX.

B.

Private Sector Impact:

A person operating an electric bike on a shared pathway, sidewalk, or other area
designated for pedestrian use in violation of the provisions of the bill would be subject to
a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving violation.

Government Sector Impact:

The Department will incur costs associated with providing administrative staffing and
support to the newly created Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force. Costs can be absorbed
within existing Department resources.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends section 316.20655 of the Florida Statutes.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:

(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Transportation on January 20, 2026:

The committee substitute removes various provisions in the bill relating to equipment and
operational requirements governing electric bicycles, scooters and motorcycles. The
committee substitute provides that a person operating an electric bicycle on certain shared
pathways must adhere to certain protocols. It also provides that a person operating an
electric bicycle on a sidewalk or other area designated for pedestrians may not operate the
electric bicycle at a speed greater than 10 miles per hour if a pedestrian is within 50 foot
of the electric bicycle. It creates the Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force, adjunct to the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles and provides certain requirements for
membership and administrative requirements related to data collection and reporting.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to electric bicycles; amending s.
316.20655, F.S.; providing requirements for the
operation of electric bicycles; prohibiting the
operation of an electric bicycle above a certain speed
under certain circumstances; providing penalties;
creating the Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force
adjunct to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles; requiring the department to provide
administrative and support staff support services to
the task force; providing the purpose of the task
force; providing the composition of the task force;
requiring the appointment of task force members within
a specified timeframe; providing the manner in which
task force vacancies must be filled; requiring that
the task force convene within a certain timeframe;
requiring the task force to meet at least monthly;
providing requirements for the time and place of the
task force meetings; providing that members of the
task force are entitled to reimbursement for per diem
and travel expenses; requiring the task force to
develop and submit a certain report to the Governor
and Legislature by a specified date; providing for the
dissolution of the task force; providing for the
future expiration of specified provisions; requiring
the Florida Highway Patrol and each police department
and sheriff’s office to maintain a certain list,
beginning on a certain date; providing requirements

for the list; requiring each police department and
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sheriff’s office to submit a certain report to the
department by a specified date; requiring the
department to provide a certain report to the Governor
and Legislature by a specified date; providing

effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective July 1, 2026, subsection (10) is added
to section 316.20655, Florida Statutes, to read:
316.20655 Electric bicycle regulations.—

(10) (a) A person operating an electric bicycle on a shared

pathway that is not located adjacent to a roadway, including a

shared pathway located in a park or recreational area, shall

yield to pedestrians and shall give an audible signal before

overtaking and passing a pedestrian.

(b) A person operating an electric bicycle on a sidewalk or

any other area designated for pedestrian use may not operate the

electric bicycle at a speed greater than 10 miles per hour if a

pedestrian is within 50 feet of the electric bicycle.

(c) A person who fails to comply with this subsection

commits a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a

nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318.

Section 2. Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force.—
(1) CREATION.—The Electric Bicycle Safety Task Force, a
task force as defined in s. 20.03(5), Florida Statutes, 1is

created adjunct to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor

Vehicles. The department shall provide administrative and staff

support services related to the functions of the task force.
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(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the task force is to examine

and recommend improvements to state law and regulatory framework

governing electric bicycles in order to encourage the safe

operation of electric bicycles and to prevent traffic incidents,

injuries, and fatalities involving such bicycles.

(3) MEMBERSHIP; MEETINGS.—

(a) The task force shall be composed of the executive

director of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles,

or his or her designee; the secretary of the Department of

Transportation, or his or her designee; and the following

members, who shall be appointed by the executive director of the

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles:

1. A representative from the Florida Sheriffs Association.

2. A representative from the Florida Police Chiefs

Association.

3. A representative from the electric bicycle industry.

4. A representative from the Florida League of Cities.

5. A representative from the Florida Association of

Counties.

6. A representative from the medical field with experience

relating to treating bicycle and pedestrian injuries.

7. A representative from an organization involved in

efforts to prevent bicycle, including electric bicycle, injuries

and fatalities.

(b) Appointments to the task force must be made within 15

days after the effective date of this act.

(c) The executive director of the department, or his or her

designee, shall chair the task force. Any vacancy on the task

force must be filled in the same manner as the original
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appointment.

(d) The task force shall convene no later than 30 days

after the effective date of this act. The task force shall meet

at least monthly, but may meet more frequently at the call of

the chair. At least one meeting of the task force must occur in

each of the following regions of the state: North Florida,
Central Florida, and South Florida. All meetings shall be held

at the time and place designated by the chair.

(e) Members of the task force shall serve without

compensation but are entitled to receive reimbursement for per

diem and travel expenses pursuant to s. 112.061, Florida

Statutes.

(4) REPORT.—The task force shall develop a report that

includes legislative recommendations for improvements to state

law and the regulatory framework governing electric bicycles.

The report must take into account methods to improve traffic

safety for electric bicycle operators and riders, pedestrians,

and other vehicle operators through reasonable measures designed

to reduce traffic incidents, injuries, and fatalities. Before

October 1, 2026, the task force shall submit the report to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives. Upon submission of the report, the

task force is dissolved.

(5) EXPIRATION.—This section expires October 1, 2026.

Section 3. (1) Beginning 30 days after the effective date

of this act, the Florida Highway Patrol and each police

department and sheriff’s office shall maintain a list of all

traffic crashes that the respective agency investigates which

involve an electric bicycle. Any such traffic crash must be
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117 included in the list, regardless of whether the crash is

118 reported on a Florida Traffic Crash Report, Long Form; short-

119| form crash report; or driver exchange-of-information form. The

120 list must contain the following information for each traffic

121 crash:

122 (a) Date and time of the crash.
123 (b) Class of electric bicycle involved in the crash.
124 (c) Age of the electric bicycle operator involved in the

125 crash.
126 (d) If known, whether the electric bicycle operator

127| possessed a valid Florida learner’s driver license or driver

128 license at the time of the crash.

129 (2) By October 15, 2026, each police department and

130 sheriff’s office shall submit a report to the Department of

131| Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles which contains the list

132 required under subsection (1) of traffic crashes investigated by

133 the respective police department or sheriff’s office from the

134| beginning of the reporting period to September 30, 2026. The

135| report must be submitted in a form and manner determined by the

136| department.

137 (3) By October 31, 2026, the Department of Highway Safety

138 and Motor Vehicles shall submit to the Governor, the President

139 of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a

140 report summarizing the reports submitted to the department

141| pursuant to subsection (2) and including the list created by the

142 Florida Highway Patrol pursuant to subsection (1). The report

143| must separate the traffic crash data by county and list the

144 reporting law enforcement agencies within each county.

145 Section 4. Except as otherwise provided in this act, this
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146 act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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l. Summary:

SB 628 designates that portion of S.R. 295/Navy Boulevard between Duncan Road and S.R.
292/Gulf Beach Highway in Escambia County as “Warrior Sacrifice Way” and directs the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to erect suitable markers.

The FDOT estimates its cost to install the designation markers is $2,400. See Section V., Fiscal
Impact Statement below for details.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:

Section 334.071, F.S., provides that legislative designations of transportation facilities are for
honorary or memorial purposes or to distinguish a particular facility. Such designations may not
be construed as requiring any action by local governments or private parties regarding the
changing of any street signs, mailing addresses, or 911 emergency telephone number system
listings, unless the legislation specifically provides for such changes.!

When the Legislature establishes road or bridge designations, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) is required to place markers only at the termini specified for each
highway segment or bridge designated and to erect any other markers it deems appropriate for
the transportation facility.

The FDOT may not erect the markers for honorary road or bridge designations unless the
affected city or county commission enacts a resolution supporting the designation. When the

!'Section 334.071(1), F.S.
2 Section 334.071(2), F.S.
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designated road or bridge segment is located in more than one city or county, each affected local
government must pass resolutions supporting the designations before the installation of the
markers.’

Warrior Sacrifice Way

Warrior Sacrifice Way honors the victims of the terrorist attack at Naval Air Station Pensacola
on December 6, 2019, where three men were killed and eight others were injured.*

M. Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 creates an undesignated section of Florida law designating that portion of S.R.
295/Navy Boulevard between Duncan Road and S.R. 292/Gulf Beach Highway in Escambia
County as “Warrior Sacrifice Way” and directs the FDOT to erect suitable markers.

Section 2 provides that the bill takes effect July 1, 2026.
IV.  Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None identified.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

3 Section 334.071(3), F.S.

4NBC News, Suspected shooter at Naval Air Station Pensacola was Saudi Air Force member, December 6, 2019,
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/active-shooter-reported-naval-air-station-pensacola-n1096966 (last visited January
5, 2026).
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B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:

The FDOT estimates that its cost to erect the designation markers required by this bill to
be $2,400. This assumes that a minimum of two markers are required at the FDOT’s cost
of no less than $1,200 each.® This estimate includes labor, materials, manufacturing, and
installation. The FDOT expects to absorb this cost within existing resources.

VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII.  Statutes Affected:
This bill creates an undesignated section of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.

5 Email from Jack Rogers, Legislative Affairs Director, Florida Department of Transportation, RE. Transportation Facility
Designation Costs, December 9, 2024. (On file with Senate Committee on Transportation). Confirmed by an email from Jack
Rogers, RE SB 174 — Charlie Kirk Designation, October 22, 2025. (On file with Senate Committee on Transportation).
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By Senator Gaetz

1-01092-26 2026628
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to transportation facility
designations; providing an honorary designation of a
certain transportation facility in a specified county;
directing the Department of Transportation to erect

suitable markers; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Warrior Sacrifice Way designated; Department of

Transportation to erect suitable markers.—

(1) That portion of S.R. 295/Navy Boulevard between Duncan

Road and S.R. 292/Gulf Beach Highway in Escambia County is

designated as “Warrior Sacrifice Way.”

(2) The Department of Transportation is directed to erect

suitable markers designating Warrior Sacrifice Way as described

in subsection (1).

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

Page 1 of 1
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

l. Summary:

CS/SB 654 relates to the automated (camera-based) enforcement of traffic infractions and
amends the various statutory provisions governing these programs to address a range of issues,
including programmatic consistency and transparency.

For traffic infraction detectors, commonly referred to as red light cameras, the bill:

e Authorizes clerks of court to retain 10 percent of the revenues it receives from penalties
related to red light cameras, consistent with the processing of other traffic infractions.

e Defines the term “careful and prudent manner” as it relates to right turns on red.

e Authorizes virtual hearings to allow motorists to challenge a notice of violation.

e Requires counties and municipalities to retain certain records for a minimum of two years.

e Prohibits the use of traffic infraction detectors for remote surveillance and limits the use of
data recorded by such detectors.

For speed detection systems in school zones, the bill:

e Limits the use of such systems to times when the restrictive school zone speed limit is in
effect and requires any applicable flashing beacon to be activated during periods of
enforcement.

e Suspends a county or municipal program for not meeting certain reporting requirements.
e Requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to post on its
website program data submitted by counties and municipalities.
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e Prohibits individuals and vendors from receiving a commission or being paid on a per
violation basis, consistent with other camera-enforcement programs.
e Authorizes virtual hearings to allow motorists to challenge a notice of violation.

For school bus infraction detection systems, the bill:

e Requires school board approval of the installation of school bus infraction detection systems
on district school buses.

e Authorizes the use of traffic infraction enforcement officers to enforce violations.

e Removes a provision providing that sufficiency of signage may not be used to challenge a
violation.

e Removes the preponderance of evidence standard for administrative hearings.

e Requires a school district to provide an annual report on the operation of a school bus camera
program at a school board meeting.

e Requires the DHSMYV to post on its website, program data submitted by school districts.

e Requires traffic infraction enforcement officers to meet specified standards.

e Requires infraction data to be transmitted to the local hearing officer during the same time
frames as required for other camera-enforcement programs.

e (Clarifies that the clerk of court receives 10 percent of the certain penalties, consistent with
other traffic violations.

The bill also:

e C(Clarifies the DHSMV s authority to withhold a driver license for the nonpayment of a traffic
citation issued using an automated enforcement system.

e Resets the one-year time limitation for camera-enforced traffic violations if an affidavit is
submitted to the appropriate entity transferring liability for the violation to another person.

e Repeals obsolete provisions and makes other technical changes.

While the bill does not fundamentally change the authorization and operation of these programs,
provisions of the bill may result in indeterminate fiscal impacts to the private and governmental
sectors. See Section V., Fiscal Impact Statement for details.

This bill takes effect October 1, 2026.
Present Situation:

For ease of organization and readability, the present situation is discussed below with the effect
of proposed changes.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
Background

Prior to 2010, some counties and municipalities enacted local ordinances authorizing the use of
cameras to enforce red light running. While these ordinances were broadly similar, they varied in
the amount of the fine, the nature of the required signage, the notice requirements to a motor
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vehicle owner for an alleged violation, and the process for a motor vehicle owner to challenge a
violation.!

In 2010, the Legislature preempted the state the regulation of the use of cameras to enforce the
Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law,? and authorized the use of traffic infraction detectors,
commonly known as red light cameras, to enforce red light running.’

In 2023, the Legislature authorized the use of speed detection systems to enforce unlawful speed
in school zones,* and the use of school bus infraction detection systems to enforce the unlawful
passing of a stopped school bus.’

The table below summarizes the current penalties and the associated distribution schedule for
each of the camera-based enforcement programs:

Camera Program Penalty Penalty Distribution
Traffic Infraction Detectors $158 $70 — General Revenue Fund
(Red Light Cameras)® $10 — Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund

$3 — Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Find
$75 — County or Municipality

Speed Detection Systems in | $100 $20 — General Revenue Fund

School Zones (School Zone $60 — County or Municipality

Cameras)’ $3 — Criminal Justice Standards and Training
Trust Fund

$12 — County School District
$5-County or municipality’s School Crossing
Guard Recruitment and Retention Program

School Bus Infraction $225 ($200 | Paid to school district student transportation

Detection Systems (School +$25 to the | safety initiatives, bus driver recruitment and

Bus Cameras)® school retention, and administration and enforcement
district) costs for the program.

The table below summarizes key data regarding the deployment of camera-based traffic
infraction systems for the state fiscal year 2024-2025:°

! Florida House of Representatives, Finance & Tax Council, Post Meeting Staff Analysis of CS/CS/HB 325 (2010), April 19,
2010, pp. 2-5., available at:
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=h0325¢.FTC.doc&DocumentType=Analysis&BillNu
mber=325&Session=2010 (last visited January 14, 2026).

2 Chapter 316, F.S. This preemption is codified in s. 316.0776, F.S.

3 Chapter 2010-80, Laws of Fla.

4 Chapter 2023-174, Laws of Fla.

5 Chapter 2023-171, Laws of Fla.

6 Section 316.0083(1)(c) and 318.18(16), F.S.

7 Sections 316.1896(5) and 318.18(3), F.S.

8 Sections 316.173(8) and 318.18(5), F.S.

 Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, Red Light Camera Programs, Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Summary
Report, December 2025, p. 2-3, available at: https:/www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/cabinetreports/redlightcameraanalysis2025.pdf (last
visited January 9, 2026), and School Bus & School Zone Cameras Summary Report, December 2025, p. 2-3, available at:
https://www.flhsmv.gov/pdf/cabinetreports/school-bus-school-zone_summary fy24-25.pdf (last visited January 9, 2026).
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Camera Program Number of Number of Notices of
Jurisdictions Cameras Violation Issued

Traffic Infraction Detectors (Red 42 302 923,133

Light Cameras)

Speed Detection Systems in School 7 101 645,104

Zones (School Zone Cameras)

School Bus Infraction Detection 5 2635 304,220

Systems (School Bus Cameras)

Program Authorization (Sections 2, 3, 4, 8, and 9)

Present Situation

Traffic Infraction Detectors

Florida law authorizes the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV),'?
counties, and municipalities to use traffic infraction enforcement officers to issue traffic citations
for red light running!' when enforced by traffic infraction detectors.!? This does not prohibit the
DHSMYV, a county, or a municipality from issuing notification to the registered owner of the
motor vehicle involved in the violation.!'?

However, a traffic infraction enforcement officer may not issue a notice of violation and a traffic
citation for failing to stop at a red light while making a right-turn on red, if the driver makes such
a turn in a careful and prudent manner at an intersection where right-hand turns are permissible.'*
A notice of violation and a traffic citation may not be issued if the driver came to a complete stop
after crossing the stop line and before turning right if permissible at a red light but failed to stop
before crossing over the stop line or other point at which a stop is required.

Speed Detection Systems in School Zones

Florida law authorizes counties and municipalities to use traffic infraction enforcement officers
to issue uniform traffic citations for speed violations evidenced by a speed detection system,'® in
excess of 10 miles per hour over the speed limit in a school zone as follows:

e For unlawful speed in a school zone'” within 30 minutes before, through 30 minutes after the

start of a regularly scheduled breakfast program.

10 The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles has never used its authority.

' Running a red light is a violation of s. 316.074(1), F.S., or s. 317.075(1)(c)1., F.S.

12 Section 316.003(101), F.S., defines the term “traffic infraction detector” to mean a vehicle sensor installed to work in
conjunction with a traffic control signal and a camera or cameras synchronized to automatically record two or more
sequenced photographic or electronic images or streaming video of only the rear of a motor vehicle at the time the vehicle
fails to stop behind the stop bar or clearly marked stop line when facing a traffic control signal steady red light.

13 Section 316.0083(1)(a), F.S.

14 Sections 316.0083(1)(a) and (2), F.S.

15 Section 316.0083(1)(a), F.S.

16 Section 316.003(84), F.S., defines the term “speed detection system” to mean a portable or fixed automated system used to
detect a motor vehicle's speed using radar or LIDAR and to capture a photograph or video of the rear of a motor vehicle that
exceeds the speed limit in force at the time of the violation.

17 Unlawful speed in a school zone is a violation of s. 316.1895, F.S.
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e For unlawful speed in a school zone which occurs within 30 minutes before through 30
minutes after the start of a regularly scheduled school session.

e For an unlawful speed'® during the entirety of a regularly scheduled school session.

e For unlawful speed in a school zone within 30 minutes before through 30 minutes after the
end of a regularly scheduled school session.'’

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

Florida law authorizes a school district to contract with a private vendor or manufacturer to
install school bus infraction detection systems®° on any of its school buses.?! District school
boards, after considering recommendations from the district school superintendent, may install
and operate, or enter into an agreement with a private vendor or manufacturer to provide, a
school bus infraction detection system.??

In order to operate school bus infraction detection systems, a school district must enter into an
interlocal agreement with one or more law enforcement agencies authorized to enforce school
bus passing violations** within the school district. This agreement jointly establishes
enforcement responsibilities and the reimbursement of costs.?*

Effect of Proposed Changes
Traffic Infraction Detectors — Right Turns on Red

As it relates to right turns on red enforced by traffic infraction detectors, the bill defines the term
“careful and prudent manner” to mean that the driver made a right-hand turn after coming to a
complete stop and without interfering with the operation of any oncoming vehicular traffic or
pedestrians in a crosswalk.

The bill also repeals a provision regarding vehicles coming to a complete stop after passing the
stop line or other point where a stop is required.

Speed Detection Systems

The bill limits the use of speed detection systems to the times when the school zone speed limit
is in effect. Such times are only during those times 30 minutes before, during, and 30 minutes
after the periods of time when pupils are arriving at a regularly scheduled breakfast program or a
regularly scheduled school session and leaving a regularly scheduled school session.?’

18 Unlawful speed is a violation of s. 316.183, F.S.

19 Sections 316.008(9)(a) and 316.1896(1)(a), F.S.

20 Section 316.003(79), F.S., defines the term “school bus infraction detection system” to mean a camera system affixed to a
school bus with two or more camera sensors or computers that produce a recorded video and two or more film or digital
photographic still images for the purpose of documenting a motor vehicle being used or operated in a manner that allegedly
violates s. 316.172(1)(a) or (b), F.S.

21 Section 316.173(1), F.S.

22 Section 1006.21(3)(h), F.S.

23 School bus passing violations are codified in ss. 316.172(1)(a) and (b), F.S.

24 Section 316.173(1)(d), F.S.

25 Section 316.1896(5), F.S.
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In doing so, the bill removes references to s. 316.183, F.S., relating to unlawful speed in speed

detection system-related statutes, including:

e Section 316.008(9), F.S., authorizing counties and municipalities to install speed detection

systems;

Section 316.0776(3), F.S., providing for the placement of speed detection systems;

Section 316.1896, F.S., implementing speed detection in school zones;

Section 316.1906(1)(d), F.S., defining the term “traffic infraction enforcement officer”;

Section 316.1906(3), F.S., providing testing requirements for speed detection systems;

Section 318.18(3)(d), F.S., providing penalties traffic infractions enforced by speed detection

systems; and

e Section 322.27(3)(d), F.S., prohibiting the assessment of driver license points for traffic
violations enforced by speed detection systems.

The bill also amends the definition of the term “speed detection system” to limit their use to an
active school speed zone.

The bill also requires any applicable flashing beacon used to provide notice of the enforcement
restrictive school zone speed limit to be activated at the time of the violation.

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

The bill authorizes traffic infraction enforcement officers to issue uniform traffic citations for
school bus passing violations enforced by a school bus infraction detection system. This does not
prohibit a law enforcement agency or its designee from issuing a notice of violation to the
registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in a school bus passing violation.

Authorizing Ordinance/Contract Requirements (Sections 3,7, 8, and 18)
Traffic Infraction Detectors and Speed Detection Systems

For traffic infraction detectors and speed detection systems, a county or municipality wishing to
place or install one or more such systems must enact an ordinance authorizing the placement or
installation of or contracting with a vendor for the placement or installation of such systems. The
county or municipality must consider traffic data or other evidence supporting the installation
and operation of each such system and determine that the location at which the system is to be
placed or installed constitutes a heightened safety risk that warrants additional enforcement
measures.*°

Before a county or municipality contracts or renews a contract to place or install one or more
traffic infraction detectors or speed detection systems, the governing body of the county or
municipality must approve the contract or contract renewal. The public must be allowed to
comment regarding the contract, or contract renewal under the county's or municipality's public

26 Sections 316.0083(4)(a)1. and 316.008(9)(b) and (c), F.S.
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comment policies or formats. Additionally, the governing body may not consider the contract or
contract renewal as part of a consent agenda.?’

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

Current law only requires the school district's decision to install school bus infraction detection
systems to be based solely on the need to increase public safety.?® A district school board is not
required to hold hearings or approve any contract to install and operate such systems.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill requires the district’s school board to specifically authorize the use of school bus
infraction detectors before the school district places or installs, or contract with a vendor to
operate, install, and maintain such systems. As part of the board’s public hearing on such
authorization, the board must consider evidence supporting the installation and operation of such
detectors. Interested members of the public must be allowed to comment regarding the contract
or its renewal and the contract or its renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

The bill amends s. 1006.21(3)(h), F.S., to conform requirements of the district school board as it
relates to transportation.

The bill also makes technical changes to the ordinance and public comment requirements for
traffic infraction detectors and speed detection systems.

Public Awareness Campaigns — Warning Period (Section 7)

Present Situation

For all three camera enforcement programs, if an entity (DHSMV, municipality, county, or
school district) begins such a program, the appropriate entity must make a public announcement
and conduct a public awareness campaign on its proposed use of traffic infraction detectors at
least 30 days before beginning enforcement.?

For school bus infraction detection systems and speed detection systems, only a warning may be
given for the camera-enforced violation, and a penalty may not be imposed during the public
awareness campaign.’® However, this requirement does not exist for traffic infraction detectors.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill requires that for a new traffic infraction detector program only a warning may be given
for violations enforced by such detectors during the 30-day public awareness period and that
penalties may not be assessed for such violations.

27 Section 316.0083(4)(a)2.a., and 316.0776(3)(c), F.S.

% Section 316.173(1)(b), F.S.

29 Sections 316.0776(2)(b) and (3)(b) and 316.173(3), F.S.
3 Sections 316.0776(3)(b) and 316.173(3), .S.
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Signage Requirements — School Bus Infraction Detection Systems (Section 8)

Present Situation

For school bus infraction detection systems, the school district must post signage on the rear of
each school bus where a system is installed and operational indicating the use of such system,
with requirements for size and wording of the signs.?! However, the sufficiency of signage or
compliance with signage requirements may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a
violation.*

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill repeals the sufficiency of signage provision related to school bus infraction detection
systems. Thus, insufficient signage may be raised in a proceeding challenging a violation.

Placement and Testing Requirements (Sections 6, 8, and 10)

Present Situation

Traffic Infraction Detectors and Speed Detection Systems

Counties and municipalities may install and operate traffic infraction detectors and speed
detection systems on streets and highways under their jurisdictions.*> When permitted by the
FDOT, a county, or a municipality may install and operate such systems on state roads.>* All
traffic infraction detectors and speed detection systems must meet the FDOT’s placement,
installation, and testing specifications.®

For traffic infraction detectors, the FDOT was required to establish such specifications by
December 31, 2010. However, any such equipment acquired by a county or municipality on or
before July 1, 2011, or equipment used to enforce an ordinance enacted by a county or
municipality on or before July 1, 2011, had until July 1, 2011, to meet the FDOT’s
specifications.*

For speed detection systems, the FDOT was required to establish such specifications by
December 31, 2023.37 Speed detection systems must perform a self-test at least once every 30
days and must have an independent calibration test at least once every 12 months.>

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

A school bus infraction detection system must meet State Board of Education-established
specifications and must be tested at regular intervals according to specifications prescribed by

31 Sections 316.173(2)(a) and (b), F.S.

2 Section 316.173(2)(c), F.S.

3 Sections 316.008(8)(a), and 316.0773(3), F.S. F.S.

3 Sections 316.008(8)(c), 316.07456, 316.0776(1) and (3), and 321.50, F.S.
35 Sections 316.07456 and 316.0776(3)(a), F.S.

36 Section 316.07456, F.S.

37 Section 316.0776(3)(a), F.S.

3 Section 316.1906(3), F.S.
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state board rule. The state board was required to establish such specifications by rule on or
before December 31, 2023. However, any such equipment acquired by a school district on or
before December 31, 2023, was not required to meet the specifications established by the state
board until July 1, 2024.%°

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill removes obsolete dates associated with the placement of various detectors and deadlines
for developing specifications.

Notices of Violation (Sections 4, 5, and 9)

Present Situation

Traffic Infraction Detectors

Within 30 days after a traffic infraction detector detects a violation, a notice of violation must be
sent by first class mail to the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the violation. The
notice of violation must specify the available remedies and that the violator must, within 60 days
following the date of the notice of violation, in order to avoid the issuance of a traffic citation:

e Pay the $158 penalty to the DHSMV, county, or municipality;

e Furnish an affidavit providing an exemption;*’ or

e Request a hearing.*!

The $158 penalty, less the amount retained by the county or municipality, is remitted to the
Department of Revenue (DOR) weekly.** To transition from local ordinances to a state law
regarding the camera enforcement of red light running, the 2010 law establishing the state
framework for traffic infraction detectors required the DHSMV or any county or municipality
that collected the penalties from traffic infraction detectors after the effective date of that act
(May 13, 2010), but before the DOR could accept and distribute those funds, to retain the portion
of the penalty distributed to the DOR until after it was notified that the DOR could accept and
distribute those funds.*

Speed Detection Systems

Within 30 days after a violation, notice must be sent to the registered owner of the motor vehicle
involved in the violation specifying the remedies available and that the violator must:

e Pay the $100 penalty to the county or municipality; or

e Furnish an affidavit claiming an exemption.

This must be done within 30 days after the date of the notice of violation in order to avoid court
fees, costs, and the issuance of a uniform traffic citation.**

39 Section 316.173(19), F.S. These specifications are codified in Rule 6A-3.003(5), F.A.C.
40 Exemptions are listed in s. 316.0083(1)(d), F.S.,

41 Section 316.0083(1)(b)1.a., F.S.

42 Section 316.0083(1)(b)2., F.S.

43 Section 316.00831, F.S.

4 Section 316.1896(2), F.S.
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A person who receives a notice of violation may request a hearing within 30 days after the notice
of violation or may pay the $100 penalty on the notice of violation.*> Penalties assessed and
collected, less the amount retained by the county or municipality and the amount remitted to the
county school district, are paid to the DOR weekly.

School Bus Infraction Detection System

Within 30 days after a school bus infraction detection system records an alleged violation, the
school district or its private vendor or manufacturer must submit information related to the
alleged violation to a law enforcement agency with an interlocal agreement with the school
district and traffic infraction enforcement jurisdiction at the location of the alleged violation.*®

Within 30 days after receiving the required information, the law enforcement agency or its
designee must, if it determines that a violation was committed, send a notice of violation to the
registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the violation specifying the available remedies
and that within 60 days after the notice of violation was sent, the violator must pay the $225
penalty, furnish an affidavit providing an exemption, or request an administrative hearing with
the applicable school district or county in order to avoid court fees, costs, and the issuance of a
uniform traffic citation.*’

Points may not be assessed against a driver license for any camera-enforced traffic violations,
and such violations may not be used to set motor vehicle insurance rates.*

Effect of Proposed Changes

Traffic Infraction Detectors

The bill repeals obsolete s. 316.00831, F.S., which required the DHSMV, counties, and

municipalities to retain certain camera-related penalties until the DOR had a system in place to
collect and distribute such penalties.

Speed Detection Systems
The bill provides 60 days, instead of the current 30 days, for the registered owner of a motor

vehicle to address a notice of violation from a speed detection system to be consistent with other
camera enforcement provisions.

45 Section 316.1896(3), F.S. This is notwithstanding any other provision of law.
46 Section 316.173(4), F.S.

47 Section 316.173(5), F.S.

4 Section 322.27(3)(d), F.S.
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Timeline for Uniform Traffic Citations — Speed Detection Systems (Section 9)

Present Situation
Traffic Infraction Detectors

If, within 60 days after the notice of violation, the registered owner of the motor vehicle has not
paid the $158 penalty, submitted an affidavit claiming an exemption, or requested a hearing, a
traffic citation must be issued by certified mail to the address of the registered owner of the
motor vehicle involved in the violation.*’

Speed Detection Systems

A uniform traffic citation must be issued by mailing the citation by certified mail to the address
of the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the violation. This occurs if payment has
not been made within 30 days after notification, if the registered owner has not requested a
hearing, or if the registered owner has not submitted an affidavit claiming an exemption.*°

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

A uniform traffic citation for a school bus passing violation enforced by a school bus infraction
detection system must be issued by mailing, by certified mail, the citation to the address of the
registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the violation if, within 60 days after the notice
of violation, payment has not been made, the registered owner has not submitted an affidavit
claiming an exemption, or the registered owner has not requested an administrative hearing
contesting the notice of violation.”!

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill changes 30 days to 60 days for speed detection systems to conform to changes in the bill
related to notices of violation.

Commission Prohibition — Speed Detection Systems (Sections 9 and 14)

Present Situation

For traffic infraction detectors and school bus infraction detection systems, current law provides
that an individual may not receive a commission from any revenue collected through the use of a
traffic infraction detector. A manufacturer or vendor may not be paid based upon the number of
violations detected through the camera enforcement of traffic violations.*?

The school bus infraction detection system statute provides that the above may not be construed
to prohibit a private vendor or manufacturer from receiving a fixed amount of collected proceeds

4 Section 316.0083(1)(c)1.b., F.S.

30 Section 316.1896(6), F.S.

3! Section 316.173(9), F.S.

52 Sections 316.0083(1)(b)4., 316.173(1)(b), and 318.18(16)(d), F.S.
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for services rendered in relation to the installation, operation, or maintenance of school bus
infraction detection systems.>

The statutes regarding the use of speed detection systems does not prohibit such commissions.

Effect of Proposed Changes

For speed detection systems, the bill prohibits an individual from receiving a commission or per-
ticket fee from revenue collected from violations detected through the use of speed detection
system. Additionally, a manufacturer or vendor may not receive a fee or remuneration based
upon the number of violations collected through the use of a speed detection system.

Hearing Procedures and Requirements (Sections 3, 4, 8,9, and 14)

Present Situation
Definition of Local Hearing Officer

The term “local hearing officer” is defined to mean the person, designated by the DHSMV, a
county, or municipality to conduct hearings related to a notice of violation issued pursuant to s.
316.0083, F.S., or s. 316.1896, F.S. The charter county, noncharter county, or municipality may
use its currently appointed code enforcement board or special magistrate to serve as the local
hearing officer. The DHSMV may enter into an interlocal agreement to use the local hearing
officer of a county or municipality.>*

Traffic Infraction Detectors and Speed Detection Systems

For traffic infraction detectors and speed detection systems, the DHSMV must publish and make
electronically available to each county and municipality a model Request for Hearing form to
assist in administering the hearing process.’® A county or municipality authorizing traffic
infraction enforcement officers to issue traffic citations must, by resolution, designate existing
staff to serve as its clerk to the local hearing officer.*®

The clerk to the local hearing officer must provide notice of the hearing to any person
(petitioner) who requests a hearing. Upon receiving the notice, the petitioner may reschedule the
hearing once by submitting a written request to the clerk to the local hearing officer at least five
calendar days before the date of the originally scheduled hearing. Before the hearing, the
petitioner may cancel his or her hearing by paying the statutory penalty, plus $50 in
administrative costs.>’

All hearing testimony must be under oath and recorded. The local hearing officer must take
testimony from a traffic infraction enforcement officer and the petitioner and may take testimony
from others. The local hearing officer must review the images or video showing the alleged

53 Section 316.173(1)(b), F.S.

54 Section 316.003(38), F.S.

55 Sections 316.0083(5)(a), and 316.1896(14)(a), F.S.
56 Sections 316.0083(5)(b), and 316.1896(14)(b), F.S.
57 Sections 316.0083(5)(c), and 316.1896(14)(c), F.S.
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violation. Formal rules of evidence do not apply, but due process must be observed and governs
the proceedings.’®

At the conclusion of the hearing, the local hearing officer determines whether or not a violation
has occurred, in which case the hearing officer must uphold or dismiss the violation. The local
hearing officer must issue a final administrative order including his or her determination and, if
the he or she upholds the notice of violation, require the petitioner to pay the statutory penalty.
The local hearing officer may also require the petitioner to pay county or municipal costs, not to
exceed $250. The final administrative order is mailed to the petitioner by first-class mail.

The only difference in the hearing procedures for traffic infraction detectors and speed detection
systems is that the petitioner may reschedule his or her hearing up to two times prior to the date
of the originally scheduled hearing for a speed detection system.

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

For school bus infraction detection systems, a school district or county appointed local hearing
officer administers an administrative hearing process for a contested notice of violation. The
school district may appoint an attorney who is, and has been for the preceding five years, a
member in good standing with The Florida Bar to serve as a local hearing officer. The county in
which a school district has entered into an interlocal agreement with a law enforcement agency
to issue uniform traffic citations may designate by resolution existing staff to serve as its local
hearing officer.”

At the hearing, the local hearing officer determines whether or not violation has occurred. If the
local hearing officer finds by a preponderance of the evidence® that a violation has occurred, the
local hearing officer must uphold the notice of violation and require the petitioner to pay the
$225 penalty. The local hearing officer must also require the petitioner to pay $250 in
administrative costs.®!

The DHSMV must make available electronically to the school district or its designee or the
county a Request for Hearing form to assist in administering the hearing process.%?> A person
(petitioner) who elects to request a hearing must be scheduled for a hearing. The hearing may be
conducted either virtually via live video conferencing or in person.®?

Within 120 days after receiving a timely request for a hearing, the law enforcement agency or its
designee must provide violation-related data to the school district or county. Then the school
district or its designee or the county must mail a notice of hearing, which must include a hearing
date and may at the discretion of the district or county include virtual and in-person hearing
options, to the petitioner by first-class mail. Mailing of the notice of hearing constitutes

8 Sections 316.0083(5)(d) and 316.1896(14)(d), F.S.

% Section 316.173(6)(a), F.S.

60 Section 318.14(6), F.S., provides that the commission of a charged infraction under ch. 318, F.S.; relating to the disposition
of traffic infractions, must be proved by a reasonable doubt.

61 Section 316.173(6)(a), F.S. These are the costs assessed in s. 316.0083(5), F.S., associated with red light camera costs.

62 Section 316.173(6)(b)1., F.S.

63 Section 316.173(6)(b)2., F.S.
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notification. Upon receiving the notice, the petitioner may reschedule the hearing once by
submitting a written request to the local hearing officer at least five calendar days before the date
of the originally scheduled hearing. The petitioner may cancel his or her hearing by paying the
penalty assessed in the notice of violation.%*

All hearing testimony must be under oath but is not required to be recorded. The local hearing
officer must take testimony from the law enforcement agency and the petitioner and may take
testimony from others. The local hearing officer must review the video and images recorded by a
school bus infraction detection system. Formal rules of evidence do not apply, but due process
must be observed and govern the proceedings.®

At the conclusion of the hearing, the local hearing officer determines by a preponderance of the
evidence whether a violation has occurred and must uphold or dismiss the violation. The local
hearing officer must issue a final administrative order including the determination and, if the
notice of violation is upheld, require the petitioner to pay the civil penalty previously assessed in
the notice of violation, and must also require the petitioner to pay costs, not to exceed $250.5¢

These costs must be used by the county for operational costs relating to the hearing process or by
the school district for technology and operational costs relating to the hearing process as well as
school transportation safety-related initiatives.®” However, if a county's local hearing officer
administers the administrative hearing process for a contested notice of violation, the costs
imposed resulting from notice of violation are remitted to the county.%®

Hearing Costs

Sections 316.0083(5) and 318.18(23), F.S., provide that in addition to the penalty prescribed for
a red light camera violation which is upheld, the local hearing officer may also order the
payment of county or municipal costs not to exceed $250. The assessment of $250 in hearing
costs is required for school bus infractions that are upheld by the local hearing officer.

While hearing provisions for school bus and school zone violations authorize the assessment of
up to $250 in local costs by referring to s. 316.0083(5), F.S.,* those hearing provisions are not
mentioned in s. 318.18(23), F.S.

Effect of Proposed Changes
Definition of Local Hearing Olfficer
The bill amends the definition of the term “local hearing officer” to incorporate school bus

infraction detection systems into that definition. The bill moves the qualifications for a school
district local hearing officer to this provision and authorizes a school district to enter into an

6 Section 316.173(6)(b)3., F.S.

65 Section 316.173(6)(b)4., F.S.

% The statue cross-references s. 316.0083(5), F.S., relating to hearings regarding traffic infraction detectors.
67 Section 316.173(6)(b)5., F.S.

%8 Sections 316.173(6)(b)5., and 318.18(5)(c)1., F.S.

9 See ss. 316.173(6)(b)5., and 316.1896(14)(e), F.S.
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interlocal agreement to use the county’s local hearing officer. The bill also makes technical
changes.

Traffic Infraction Detectors and Speed Detection Systems

The bill authorizes hearings to be conducted virtually through live video conferencing or in
person, with the notice of the hearing including the option for a virtual or in person hearing. For
traffic infraction detectors, the bill authorizes the petitioner to reschedule the hearing up to two
times, consistent with the requirements governing speed detection systems.

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

The bill moves the qualifications for school district local hearing officers in the administrative
hearing provision and places them in the definition of local hearing officer. The bill also removes
references to administrative hearings and the preponderance of the evidence standards for
hearings. The bill also adds a clerk to the local hearing officer, consistent with other hearing
provisions. The bill also requires hearing testimony to be recorded and clarifies that a
representative of a law enforcement agency testifies at the hearing.

Hearing Costs

The bill amends s. 318.18(23), F.S., relating to hearing costs for traffic infraction detectors to
incorporate speed detection systems and school bus infraction detection systems. The bill also
reenacts 318.121, F.S., preempting the assessment of additional municipal or county fees related
to traffic violations to incorporate this change.

Privacy Protections (Section 4)

Present Situation

School bus infraction detection system and speed detection system statutes contain various
provisions regarding the use of data from such systems. Data from such systems may not be used
for remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by such systems to enforce specific traffic
violations does not constitute remote surveillance.”

Video and images recorded as part of such systems may only be used for traffic enforcement and
for purposes of determining criminal or civil liability for incidents captured by such systems
incidental to the permissible use of such systems.’”! To the extent practicable, such systems must
use necessary technology to ensure that personal identifying information contained in the video
or still images recorded by the system which is not relevant to the alleged violation is sufficiently
obscured so as not to reveal such personal identifying information.”

7 Sections 316.173(17)(a)1., and 316.1896(15)(a), F.S.
"I Sections 316.173(17)(a)2., F.S.
7 Section 316.173(17)(a)3, and 316.1896(15)(b),, E.S.
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A notice of a violation or uniform traffic citation issued may not be dismissed solely because a
recorded video or still images reveal personal identifying information as long as a reasonable
effort has been made to comply with these requirements.”

Any recorded video or still image obtained through the use of such systems must be destroyed
within 90 days after the final disposition of the recorded event. The system’s vendor must
provide the authorizing entity (county, municipality, or school district) with written notice by
December 31 of each year that it has destroyed such records.”

However, motor vehicle owner registration information obtained as a result of the operation of
such systems is not the property of the system’s manufacturer or vendor and may be used only
for specified purposes.”

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill establishes surveillance and privacy provisions for traffic infraction detectors that are
identical to requirements for other camera-based enforcement programs.

Local Reporting Requirements (Sections 2, 7, and 8)

Present Situation

Traffic Infraction Detectors and Speed Detection Systems

A county or municipality operating one or more traffic infraction detectors or speed detection
systems must annually report the results of all of its systems by placing its annual report to the
DSHMYV as a single reporting item on the agenda of a regular or special meeting of its governing
body.”® The public must be allowed to comment regarding the report, under the county's or
municipality's public comment policies or formats, and the report may not be considered as part
of a consent agenda.”’

The report to the governing body must include a written summary, which must be read aloud at
the meeting, which must contain, for the same time period as its annual report to DHSMV, the
number of notices of violation issued, the number that were contested, the number that were
upheld, the number that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform traffic citations,
and the number that were paid and how collected funds were distributed and in what amounts.
The county or municipality must report to the DHSMYV that its annual report was considered,
including the date of the meeting at which the report was considered.”®

The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with the above reporting requirements may not be
raised in a proceeding challenging a violation enforced by an automated system.”

7 Sections 316.173(17)(a)4., and 316.1896(15)(c), F.S.
7 Section 316.173(17)(b), F.S.

75 Section 316.173(17)(c), F.S.

76 Section 316.0083(4)(a)2., F.S.

77 Section 316.0083(4)(a)2.a., F.S.

78 Section 316.0083(4)(a)2.b., F.S.

7 Section 316.0083(4)(a)3., F.S.
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For traffic infraction detectors, a county or municipality that does not comply with the above
reporting requirements may not operate traffic infraction detectors until such noncompliance is
corrected.®

There are no such requirements for school bus infraction detection systems.

Effect of Proposed Changes
Speed Detection Systems

The bill amends reporting requirements to provide that if a county or municipality does not
comply with requirements for the public discussion of its annual report during a meeting of its
governing board, the county or municipality is suspended from operating speed detection
systems until it corrects such noncompliance.

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

The bill requires each school district with a school bus infraction detection system to present an
annual report to the district school board, similar to the one currently required for municipalities
and counties for other camera-related enforcement provisions. Interested members of the public
must be allowed to comment on the report and the report may not be considered as part of a
consent agenda.

The bill also makes technical changes relating to the reporting requirements for traffic infraction
detectors.

Local Reports to DHSMYV and Data Retention (Sections 4, 8, and 9)

Present Situation

Traffic Infraction Detectors

By October 1, annually, each county or municipality operating traffic infraction detectors must
submit a report to the DHSMYV detailing its use of such detectors and its procedures for
enforcement for the preceding state fiscal year. The information submitted by the counties and
municipalities must include information regarding violations, alternative safety countermeasures,
and any additional data required by the DHSMV. The DHSMV must publish each report
submitted by a county or municipality on its website.?!

Speed Detection Systems
By October 1, annually, each county or municipality that operates one or more speed detection

systems must submit a report to the DHSMYV identifying the public safety objectives used to
identify a school zone for enforcement, reports compliance with annual reporting requirements,

80 Section 316.0083(4)(a)4., F.S.
81 Section 316.0083(4)(b), F.S. Copies of these reports are available at: https://www.flhsmv.gov/resources/cabinet-and-
legislature-reports/red-light-camera-program-analysis/ (last visited November 7, 2025).
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and details the results of the speed detection system in the school zone and the procedures for
enforcement. The DHSMV may require data components to be submitted quarterly. The report
must include certain information regarding locations and use of systems, violations issued, and
any other information required by the DHSMV %2

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

By October 1, 2023, and quarterly thereafter, each school district operating a school bus
infraction detection system must submit to the DHSMYV, in consultation with the law
enforcement agencies with which it has interlocal agreements, a report detailing the results of its
school bus infraction detection system for the preceding quarter. The information from the
school districts must include certain information regarding such systems and their use.®’

For speed detection systems and school bus infraction detection systems, each entity operating
such systems is responsible for and must maintain its respective data for reporting purposes for at
least two years after it reports such data to the DHSMV.3

Effect of Proposed Changes

Traffic Infraction Detectors

The bill requires each county or municipality operating a traffic infraction detector to be

responsible for and maintain its data for the DHSMYV reporting purposes for at least two years
after the data is reported to the DHSMV.

Speed Detection Systems

The bill clarifies that each county or municipality’s annual report to the DSHMYV is for the
preceding state fiscal year. The bill also requires the DHSMYV to post on its website each report it
receives from a municipality or county regarding the use of speed detection systems.

School Bus Infraction Detection Systems

The bill also amends the school district report to the DHSMV to make it annually by October 1,
and to align the reporting period to the preceding state fiscal year. The bill also requires the
DHSMV to place the reports it receives from school districts on its website.

The bill also repeals obsolete dates regarding reporting requirements.

DHSMV’s Reports to the Governor and Legislature (Sections 4, 8, and 9)

Present Situation

For each camera enforcement program, annually, on or before December 31, the DHSMV must
submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

82 Section 316.1896(16)(a), F.S.
8 Section 316.173(18)(a), F.S.
% Section 316.173(18)(b), E.S.
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Representatives regarding each camera enforcement program. These reports must review
information it receives from counties and municipalities and provide any recommendations,
including any recommended legislative changes.®

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill makes technical changes to reporting requirements for consistency between programs
and for ease of understanding.

Distribution of Court Fines (Sections 1 and 14)

Present Situation

Under Florida law, 10 percent of all court-related fines collected by the clerks of court are
deposited into the fine and forfeiture fund to be used for the clerk’s court-related functions. The
only exception is for penalties or fines distributed to counties or municipalities from violations
enforced by traffic infraction detectors.®

Florida law requires the $200 penalty for a notice of violation or uniform traffic citation for
school bus passing violation detected using school bus infraction detection system to be remitted
to the school district at least monthly. This penalty must be used to administer the program,
student transportation safety initiatives, and school bus driver recruitment and retention stipends.
This is notwithstanding any other provision of law.%’

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill removes the exception for penalties from traffic infraction detectors distributed to
municipalities and counties. This amount will now be deposited into the clerk’s fine and
forfeiture fund.

The bill provides that the $200 penalty remitted to the school district for violations detected
using school bus infraction detection system, while notwithstanding any other provision of law,
this does not include s. 28.37(6), F.S., distributing 10 percent of court-related fines to the clerk’s
fine and forfeiture fund.

Qualifications of Traffic Infraction Enforcement Officers (Section 11)

Present Situation

Any sheriff's department or municipal police department is authorized to employ traffic
infraction enforcement officers. These officers must successfully complete instruction in traffic
enforcement procedures and court presentation through the Selective Traffic Enforcement
Program, approved by the Department of Law Enforcement’s Division of Criminal Justice
Standards and Training or a similar program. These officers are not otherwise required to meet

85 Sections 316.0083(4)(c), 316.173(18)(c), and 316.1896(16)(c), F.S.
% Section 28.37(6), F.S.
87 Section 318.18(5)(a)2., and (b)2., F.S.
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the uniform minimum standards for law enforcement officers of auxiliary law enforcement
88
officers.

A traffic infraction enforcement officer may issue a traffic citation for violations enforced by a
traffic infraction detector or a speed detection system. For purposes of enforcing these violations,
any sheriff's department or municipal police department may designate employees as traffic
infraction enforcement officers. Traffic infraction enforcement officers must be physically
located in the county of the respective sheriff's or municipal police department.®’

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill authorizes traffic infraction enforcement officers to issue traffic citations enforced by
school bus infraction detection systems. The bill also makes technical changes to that provision.

Courts — Traffic Citations — School Bus Infraction Detection Systems (Section 12)

Present Situation

Except for camera-enforced traffic violations,”® each traffic enforcement officer, upon issuing a
traffic citation, must deposit the original citation or an electronic replica of the citation data to
the court with jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its traffic violations bureau within five
business days after the citation is issued to the violator.”!

If a traffic citation is issued by the use of a traffic infraction detector or a speed detection system,
the traffic infraction enforcement officer must electronically transmit a replica of the traffic
citation data to the court with jurisdiction over the alleged offense or its traffic violations bureau
within five business days after the date the traffic citation is issued to the violator. If a hearing is
requested, the traffic infraction enforcement officer must provide a replica of the notice of
violation data to the clerk for the local hearing officer with jurisdiction over the alleged offense
within 14 days.”

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill adds violations detected by school bus infraction detection systems to the requirement
that certain data be supplied to the clerk for the local hearing officer within 14 days. This
corresponds with the repeal of the 120 day transmission requirement in the school bus infraction
detection system’s hearing provisions.

Failure to Comply or Failure to Appear — Driver License Suspension (Section 13)

Present Situation

For violations enforced by traffic infraction detectors, the clerk of court must notify the DHSMV
of persons who were mailed a notice of violation and who failed to enter into or comply with the

88 Section 316.640(5)(a), F.S.

¥1d.

% This also includes toll violations.
%1 Section 316.650(3)(a), F.S.
%2 Section 316.650(3)(c), F.S.
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terms of a penalty payment plan, order with the clerk to the local hearing officer, or failed to
appear at a scheduled hearing. This notification must take place within 10 days after such failure
and reference the person's driver’s license number, or in the case of a business entity, vehicle
registration number.”?

Upon receiving such notice, the DHSMYV, or its authorized agent, may not issue a license plate or
revalidation sticker for any motor vehicle owned or co-owned by that person until that person
has fully paid the assessed amounts.”

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill requires clerks of court to notify the DHSMV of persons who were mailed notices of
violation related to school bus and school zone camera violations, comply with certain orders, or
failed to appear at the hearing. After such notification, the bill prohibits the DHSMYV, or its
authorized agent, from issuing a driver license to such person.

Withholding of a Motor Vehicle Registration (Section 16)

Present Situation

Except as otherwise provided by law, every motor vehicle operated or driven on Florida’s roads
must be registered.” The DHSMYV is authorized to withhold any motor vehicle registration or re-
registration if the vehicle’s owner, or one of its co-owners, has a suspended driver license for
failure to pay any traffic fine or driver license-related fines.”®

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill authorizes the DHSMV to withhold a motor vehicle’s registration or reregistration if the
vehicle’s owner or co-owner received a camera-enforced uniform traffic citation and did not
request a hearing, submit an affidavit claiming an exemption, or pay the citation as provided in
each camera enforcement program authorizing statute.

Time Limitations for Noncriminal Traffic Infractions (Section 17)

Present Situation

Among the exemptions from liability for a camera-enforced traffic infraction is that the vehicle
was in the care, custody, and control of another person at the time of the violation. This can be
established by submitting an affidavit providing specified information to the entity that issued
the notice of violation or uniform traffic citation.”’

Section 775.15, F.S., provides time limitations for the prosecution of various offenses. Except as
otherwise provided, the prosecution of a noncriminal violation must commence within one year

93 Section 318.15(3), F.S.

%4 Section 318.15(3)(a), F.S.

9% Section 322.02(1), F.S.

% Section 320.02(12), F.S. Traffic fines are administered pursuant to ch. 318, F.S., and driver licenses are administered
pursuant to ch. 322, F.S.

97 Sections 316.0083(1)(d), 316.173(11), and 316.173(8), F.S.
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after the offense is committed.”® This one year limitation starts to run on the day after the offense
is committed.””

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill provides that for camera enforced traffic violations, the one year period of limitation for
noncriminal violations resets upon receipt by the appropriate county, municipality, or law
enforcement agency of an affidavit indicating that the motor vehicle was in the care, custody,
and control of another person at the time of the violation, as authorized in the statutes providing
exemptions from liability related to each camera enforcement program.

Effective Date (Section 20)
This bill takes effect on October 1, 2026.
IV.  Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

The bill does not appear to require counties and municipalities to expend funds or further
limit their authority to raise revenue or receive state-shared revenues as specified by
Article VII, s. 18 of the State Constitution.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None identified.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

%8 Section 775.15(2)(d), F.S.
% Section 775.15(3), F.S.
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VL.

VII.

VIIL.

IX.

B. Private Sector Impact:

While the bill does not change the fundamental parameters of these camera-enforcement
programs, changes made by the bill may have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the
program vendors and contractors.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The Revenue Estimating Conference has not evaluated this bill. While the bill does not
change the overall authorization and operational requirements associated with these
camera-enforcement programs, the bill may have an indeterminate, negative fiscal impact
on the state, counties, municipalities, and school districts.

The bill reduces the timeframes in which speed detection systems may be used in school
zones to the times when the restrictive school zone speed limit is active. This may result
in fewer notices of violation and traffic citations, resulting in a reduction in revenue to the
state, counties or municipalities, and school districts.

The bill provides enhanced consistency and uniformity between these programs and
could make their operations more efficient, thus reducing the administrative costs of the
programs.

Additionally, the bill authorizes the clerks to retain 10 percent of all court-related fines
collected by the clerk under ss. 316.0083(1)(b)3. and s. 318.18(16), F.S.

Technical Deficiencies:
None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 28.37, 316.003,
316.008, 316.0083, 316.07456, 316.0776, 316.173, 316.1896, 316.1906, 316.640, 316.650,
318.15, 318.18, 320.02, 322.27, 775.15, and 1006.21.

This bill repeals section 316.00831 of the Florida Statutes.
This bill reenacts section 318.121 of the Florida Statutes.
Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
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CS by Transportation on January 20, 2026:

The amendment:

e (larifies that a county or municipality’s annual report to the DHSMV is for the
preceding state fiscal year;

e Provides that the clerks of court receive 10 percent of penalties assessed for
infractions detected by a school bus infraction detection system; and

o C(larifies that the affidavit to extend the time limitation of a camera-enforced traffic
violation must be received by the appropriate county, municipality, or law
enforcement agency.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

The Appropriations Committee on Transportation, Tourism, and

Economic Development (DiCeglie) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete lines 248 - 1359

and insert:

after coming to a complete stop and, in the traffic enforcement

officer’s determination, failed to yield to a pedestrian or

bicyclist or placed a pedestrian or bicyclist in danger of

injury as a result of the right-hand turn, failed to yield to

another vehicle, or did not substantially reduce the speed of

the motor vehicle before making the right-hand turn.
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(4) (a)l. A county or municipality that desires to have one
or more traffic infraction detectors placed or installed on or
after July 1, 2025, in an area where no traffic infraction
detectors are currently placed or installed must enact an
ordinance in order to authorize the placement or installation
of, or to authorize contracting with a vendor for the placement
or installation of, one or more traffic infraction detectors to
enforce s. 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l. As part of the
public hearing on such proposed ordinance, the county or
municipality must consider traffic data or other evidence
supporting the installation and operation of each traffic
infraction detector, and the county or municipality must
determine that the intersection at which a traffic infraction
detector is to be placed or installed constitutes a heightened
safety risk that warrants additional enforcement measures.

2. A county or municipality that operates one or more
traffic infraction detectors must annually report the results of
all traffic infraction detectors within the county’s or
municipality’s jurisdiction by placing the annual report to the
department required under paragraph (b) as a single reporting
item on the agenda of a regular or special meeting of the
county’s or municipality’s governing body. Before a county or
municipality contracts or renews a contract to place or install
one or more traffic infraction detectors, the county or
municipality must approve the contract or contract renewal at a
regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body.

a. Interested members of the public must be allowed to

comment regarding the report, contract, or contract renewal
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under the county’s or municipality’s public comment policies or
procedures fermats, and the report, contract, or contract
renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

b. The report required under this subparagraph must include
a written summary, which must be read aloud at the regular or
special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time
period pertaining to the annual report to the department
required under paragraph (b), the number of notices of violation
issued, the number that were contested, the number that were
upheld, the number that were dismissed, the number that were
issued as uniform traffic citations, and the number that were
paid and how collected funds were distributed and in what
amounts. The county or municipality must report to the
department that the county’s or municipality’s annual report was
considered in accordance with this subparagraph, including the
date of the regular or special meeting at which the annual
report was considered.

3. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this
paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a
violation of s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l. enforced by a
traffic infraction detector.

4. A county or municipality that does not comply with this
paragraph may not operate is—suspended—fromoperating traffic

infraction detectors under this subsection until such

noncompliance 1s corrected.

(b) Each county or municipality that operates a traffic
infraction detector shall submit a report by October 1,
annually, to the department which details the results of using

the traffic infraction detector and the procedures for
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enforcement for the preceding state fiscal year. The information
submitted by the counties and municipalities must include:

1. The number of notices of violation issued, the number
that were contested, the number that were upheld, the number
that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform
traffic citations, the number that were paid, and the number in
each of the preceding categories for which the notice of
violation was issued for a right-hand turn violation.

2. A description of alternative safety countermeasures
taken before and after the placement or installation of a
traffic infraction detector.

3. Statistical data and information required by the
department to complete the summary report required under
paragraph (d) —He).

The department shall muwst publish on its website each report

submitted by a county or municipality pursuant to this paragraph

(c) Each county or municipality that operates a traffic

infraction detector is responsible for and shall maintain its

respective data for reporting purposes under this subsection for

at least 2 years after such data is reported to the department.

(d) On or before December 31, annually, the department
shall provide a summary report to the Governor, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
regarding the use and operation of traffic infraction detectors
under this section, along with the department’s recommendations

and any recommended meeessa¥ry legislation. The summary report

must include a review of the information submitted to the
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department by the counties and municipalities and must describe
the enhancement of the traffic safety and enforcement programs.

(5) Procedures for a hearing under this section are as
follows:

(a) The department shall publish and make available
electronically to each county and municipality a model Request
for Hearing form to assist each county and municipality ‘eeat
goverament administering this section.

(b) The eharter ecountyr—roncharter county+ or municipality

electing to authorize traffic infraction enforcement officers to

issue traffic citations under paragraph (1) (a) shall designate
by resolution existing staff to serve as the clerk to the local
hearing officer.

(c) Any person, herein referred to as the “petitioner,” who
elects to request a hearing under paragraph (1) (b) must shad+ be

scheduled for a hearing. The hearing may be conducted either

virtually through live video conferencing or in person. The

clerk to the local hearing officer shall provide the petitioner

with notice of the hearing, including the option for a virtual

or in-person hearing, which must by—theelerk tothe Jloecat

ore—a—tocat—hearing ot
reotiece—to be sent by first-class mail. Upon receipt of the
notice, the petitioner may reschedule the hearing up to two
times enee by submitting a written request to reschedule to the
clerk to the local hearing officer+ at least 5 calendar days
before the day of the originally scheduled hearing. The
petitioner may cancel his or her appearance before the local
hearing officer by paying the penalty assessed under paragraph

(1) (b), plus $50 in administrative costs, before the start of
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(6) (a)l. A traffic infraction detector may not be used for

the hearing.

remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by a traffic

infraction detector to enforce violations of s. 316.074(1l) or s.

316.075(1) (c)1. does not constitute remote surveillance.

2. Video and images recorded by a traffic infraction

detector may be used only for the enforcement of violations of
s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1. and for purposes of

determining criminal or civil liability captured by the traffic

infraction detector incidental to the permissible use of a

traffic infraction detector.

3. To the extent practicable, a traffic infraction detector

must use necessary technology to ensure that personal

identifying information contained in the video and images

recorded by the traffic infraction detector which is not

relevant to the alleged violation is sufficiently obscured so as

to not reveal such personal identifying information.

4. A notice of violation or a uniform traffic citation

issued under this section may not be dismissed solely because

the recorded video or images reveal personal identifying

information as provided in subparagraph 3. as long as a

reasonable effort has been made to comply with this subsection.

(b) Any recorded video or image obtained through the use of

a traffic infraction detector must be destroyed within 90 days

after the final disposition of the recorded event. The vendor of

the traffic infraction detector must provide the county or

municipality with written notice by December 31 of each year

that such records have been destroyed in accordance with this

paragraph.
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(c) Notwithstanding any other law, motor vehicle

registration and owner information obtained as the result of the

operation of a traffic infraction detector is not the property

of the manufacturer or vendor of the traffic infraction detector

and may be used only for purposes authorized in this section.

Section 5. Section 316.00831, Florida Statutes, 1is

repealed.

Section 6. Section 316.07456, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

316.07456 Traffic infraction detectors; specifications

Fransitionat—implementation.—Any traffic infraction detector
deployed on the highways, streets, and roads of this state must

meet specifications established by the Department of
Transportation, and must be tested at regular intervals

according to specifications prescribed by the Department of

Transportation. FThePepartment—of Fransportationmust—establtish

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection

(3) of section 316.0776, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.0776 Traffic infraction detectors; speed detection
systems; placement and installation.—
(2)

(b) If the department, county, or municipality begins a
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traffic infraction detector program in a county or municipality
that has never conducted such a program, the respective
department, county, or municipality must shedtd also make a
public announcement and conduct a public awareness campaign of
the proposed use of traffic infraction detectors at least 30

days before commencing the enforcement program. During the 30-

day public awareness campaign, only a warning may be issued to

the registered owner of a motor vehicle for a violation of s.

316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1. enforced by a traffic

infraction detector, and a penalty may not be imposed pursuant
to s. 318.18(16) (a)2. or 3.
(3) A speed detection system authorized by s. 316.008(9)

may be placed or installed in a school zone on a state road when
permitted by the Department of Transportation and in accordance
with placement and installation specifications developed by the
Department of Transportation. The speed detection system may be
placed or installed in a school zone on a street or highway
under the jurisdiction of a county or a municipality in
accordance with placement and installation specifications

established by the Department of Transportation. TheDbBepartment
- . blial ] ; - 1] .

P]
>

o e o
-
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202
Y < Oz

er—31
(a) If a county or municipality places or installs a speed
detection system as authorized by s. 316.008(9), the county or
municipality must notify the public that a speed detection
system may be in use by posting signage indicating photographic
or video enforcement of the school zone speed limits. Such
signage must shadd clearly designate the time period during

which the school zone speed limits are enforced using a speed
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detection system and must meet the placement and installation
specifications established by the Department of Transportation.

For a speed detection system enforcing violations of s. 316.1895

or¥r—s+—3+6-1483 on a roadway maintained as a school zone, this
paragraph governs the signage notifying the public of the use of
a speed detection system.

(b) If a county or municipality begins a school zone speed
detection system program in a county or municipality that has
never conducted such a program, the respective county or
municipality must make a public announcement and conduct a
public awareness campaign of the proposed use of speed detection
systems at least 30 days before commencing enforcement under the
speed detection system program and must notify the public of the
specific date on which the program will commence. During the 30-
day public awareness campaign, only a warning may be issued to

the registered owner of a motor vehicle for a violation of s.

316.1895 exr—s+—31+6-383 enforced by a speed detection system, and
liability may not be imposed for the civil penalty under s.
318.18(3) (d) .

(c) A county or municipality that operates one or more

school zone speed detection systems shall mast annually report

the results of all systems within the county’s or municipality’s
jurisdiction by placing the report required under s.
316.1896 (16) (a) as a single reporting item on the agenda of a
regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body. Before a county or municipality contracts or
renews a contract to place or install a speed detection system
in a school zone pursuant to s. 316.008(9), the county or

municipality must approve the contract or contract renewal at a
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regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body.

1. Interested members of the public must be allowed to
comment regarding the report, contract, or contract renewal
under the county’s or municipality’s public comment policies or
procedures fermats, and the report, contract, or contract
renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

2. The report required under this paragraph must include a
written summary, which must be read aloud at the regular or
special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time
period pertaining to the annual report to the department under
s. 316.1896(16) (a), the number of notices of violation issued,
the number that were contested, the number that were upheld, the
number that were dismissed, the number that were issued as
uniform traffic citations, and the number that were paid and how
collected funds were distributed and in what amounts. The county
or municipality shall mus®t report to the department that the
county’s or municipality’s annual report was considered in
accordance with this paragraph, including the date of the
regular or special meeting at which the annual report was
considered.

3. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this

paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—31+6-183 enforced by a speed
detection system in a school zone.

4. A county or municipality that does not comply with this

paragraph may not operate a speed detection system under this

section until such noncompliance is corrected.

Section 8. Subsection (1), paragraph (c) of subsection (2),
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subsections (4) and (6), paragraph (a) of subsection (17), and
subsections (18) and (19) of section 316.173, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

316.173 School bus infraction detection systems.—

(1) (a) A school district may install and operate a school
bus infraction detection system on a school bus for the purpose
of enforcing s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b) as provided in and
consistent with this section.

(b) A school district that desires to install one or more

school bus infraction detection systems on school buses in its

fleet must have specific authorization from the district school

board to place or install, or contract with a vendor to install,

operate, and maintain, school bus infraction detection systems

to enforce s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b). As part of a public hearing

held by the school board on such authorization, the school board

shall consider traffic data or other evidence supporting the

installation and operation of each school bus infraction

detection system, and the school board shall determine whether

the school bus route for which school bus infraction detection

systems are to be placed or installed constitutes a heightened

safety risk that warrants additional enforcement measures.

Interested members of the public must be allowed to comment

regarding a contract or renewal of a contract for the

installation, operation, and maintenance of school bus

infraction detection systems under the school board’s public

comment policies or procedures, and the contract or contract

renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

(c) After an affirmative vote from the school board

authorizing such a contract, the school district may enter into

Page 11 of 44
1/27/2026 10:44:49 AM 606-02217-26




301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 654

| IR o>+

a contract with a private vendor or manufacturer to install a
school bus infraction detection system on any school bus in
within its fleet, whether owned, contracted, or leased, and for

services including, but not limited to, the installation,

. . . .,
operation, and maintenance of the system. The—school distrietls
dons oo "+ T+ a~h 1 1 a9 N o N A+ A~ o N axzatoamo e o
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b haocand o~ 1z " +h n g + EIR P N N1l 2~ oAt An

T L AC FeLwLw § LJ\JLCL_Y OTT [ i ITT T Ry LTITTCO I TTO T | 3 g e ) LJ(.AL.LCL—_Y-

individual may not receive a commission from any revenue
collected from violations detected through the use of a school
bus infraction detection system. A private vendor or
manufacturer may not receive a fee or remuneration based upon
the number of violations detected through the use of a school
bus infraction detection system. This paragraph may not be
construed to prohibit a private vendor or manufacturer from
receiving a fixed amount of collected proceeds for service
rendered in relation to the installation, operation, or
maintenance of school bus infraction detection systems.

(d)4e>r The school district shall must ensure that each

school bus infraction detection system meets the requirements of
subsection (19).

(e)+e The school district must enter into an interlocal
agreement with one or more law enforcement agencies authorized
to enforce violations of s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b) within the
school district which jointly establishes the responsibilities
of enforcement and the reimbursement of costs associated with
school bus infraction detection systems consistent with this

section. For school bus infraction detection system programs

established after October 1, 2026, the school district must

enter into an interlocal agreement before beginning its school
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330 |bus infraction detection system program.

331 (f) For purposes of administering this section, a law

332 enforcement agency may authorize a traffic infraction

333 enforcement officer under s. 316.640 to issue uniform traffic

334 citations for violations of s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b). This

335 |paragraph does not prohibit the review of information from a

336 school bus infraction detection system by an authorized employee

337 or agent of the school district or law enforcement agency before

338 |issuance of the traffic citation by the traffic infraction

339 |enforcement officer. This paragraph does not prohibit the law

340 |enforcement agency or its designee from issuing a notification

341 as provided in subsection (5) to the registered owner of the

342 motor vehicle involved in the wviolation of s. 316.172(1) (a) or
343 (b)

344 (2)
345 () Tl a1 fF 2~ Ny £ o a e~ v e 4 =k
\ , [ S i ) [SS LU R Eiun S wy T _Y g L)_Lvlluv\_, A Ulllt/_L_L(_/LJ.J. Ay W I CTT T
346 | stognage——reguirements—underthis subsection may not—beraised—in
347 NN Ainrnee ~h o117 Nnerd ey o xz7a 1 a4+ n £ o Q1 e 1792 (1) () TAZNAY
T tJ.L\J\./CC\J._Lll\j \.zLJ.L;L_L_LCll\j_Lll\j T vV IO TTOCIUIT A - O e LU e L7 \ L/ \ Wi A\ - \E
348 (4) Within 30 days after an alleged violation of s.

349 316.172 (1) (a) or (b) is recorded by a school bus infraction
350 |detection system, the school district or the private vendor or
351 manufacturer under paragraph (1) (c) -3+ must submit the

352 following information to a law enforcement agency that has

353 entered into an interlocal agreement with the school district
354 pursuant to paragraph (1) (e) 4+3)3+4a> and has traffic infraction
355 |enforcement jurisdiction at the location where the alleged

356 |violation occurred:

357 (a) A copy of the recorded video and images showing the

358 motor vehicle allegedly violating s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b).
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(b) The motor vehicle’s license plate number and the state
of issuance of the motor vehicle’s license plate.
(c) The date,

time, and location of the alleged violation.

(6) (a) A local hearing officer appointed by the school
district or county shall administer a an—administrative hearing
process for a contested notice of violation. FThesechootldistriet
MAasz v~ Nt S S A e 7 gk 1o A oo n vy +h Nra~~Add A~ B
lllu_y (.;LtJtJ\JLlll, IT (.;Ll,l,\J_LllC_y vVITO LLJ, AT TTTOS L AL U i § [ S CTITT tJ.LC\./C\ALll\j 4
PPN S meamihay 0 A ot arn A~y oo+ Mk o] a1 A Do 4+ ISWaNEVY T3
_YCU.J_IJ, L TITCTTITINO T 1T =TT \j\J\J\A LJL,(.ALLL\ALLLKJ W ITCTTT [ N o ) [ S U S SR W § & § Th (i [ S v wy
as—a—teoecat—hearing—oeffieer+~ The county in which a school

district has entered into an interlocal agreement with a law
enforcement agency to issue uniform traffic citations may
designate by resolution existing staff to serve as clerk to the
local hearing officer. At the administrative hearing, the local
hearing officer shall determine whether a violation of s.
316.172 (1) (a) or

b) has occurred. If the local hearing officer

(
finds by —apreponderance—of +the—evidenee that a violation has
occurred, the local hearing officer must uphold the notice of
violation and require the petitioner to pay the penalty
318.18(5).

officer may shal+ also require the petitioner to pay costs

previously assessed under s. The local hearing
consistent with this subsection.

(b) Procedures for a amr—administrative hearing conducted
under this subsection are as follows:

1. The department shall make available electronically to
the school district er—its—desigree or the county a Request for
Hearing form to assist each district or county with
administering this subsection.

2. A person, referred to in this paragraph as the

petitioner, who elects to request a hearing under this
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subsection must shad+t be scheduled for a hearing. The hearing

may be conducted either virtually through wizs live video
conferencing or in person.

3. The clerk to the local hearing officer shall provide the

petitioner with notice of the hearing, including the option for

a virtual or in-person hearing, which must be sent Within—3120

dasza aAft v A~ £ o o lcz e ot Ay o WAy a +h 1 o1
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rer by first-class mail.

He-
q

Mailing of the notice of hearing constitutes notification. Upon
receipt of the notice ef—hearing, the petitioner may reschedule

the hearing up to two times emee by submitting a written request

to the
day of
cancel

notice

316.0083(5) (¢)

local hearing officer at least 5 calendar days before the
the originally scheduled hearing. The petitioner may
his or her hearing by paying the penalty assessed in the

of violation and any costs authorized in s.

before the start of the hearing.

4.

and recorded.

All testimony at the hearing must shaldt be under oath

The local hearing officer shall take testimony

from a

representative of the law enforcement agency and the

petitioner+ and may take testimony from others.

The local

hearing officer shall review the video and images recorded by a

school bus infraction detection system.

do not

1/27/2026 10:44:49 AM

Formal rules of evidence

apply, but due process shall be observed and govern the
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5. At the conclusion of the hearing, the local hearing

proceedings.

officer shall determine by —a—preponderance—of—+the—-evidenee

whether a violation has occurred and shall uphold or dismiss the
violation. The local hearing officer shall issue a final
administrative order including the determination and, if the
notice of violation is upheld, must require the petitioner to
pay the civil penalty previously assessed in the notice of
violation, and may shai* also require the petitioner to pay
costs, not to exceed those established in s. 316.0083(5) (e), to
be used by the county for operational costs relating to the
hearing process or by the school district for technology and
operational costs relating to the hearing process as well as
school transportation safety-related initiatives. The final

administrative order must shalt be mailed to the petitioner by

first-class mail.

6. An aggrieved party may appeal a final administrative
order consistent with the process provided in s. 162.11.

(c) Any hearing for a contested notice of violation that
has not been conducted before July 1, 2025, may be conducted
pursuant to the procedures in this subsection within 1 year
after such date.

(17) (2a) 1. A school bus infraction detection system may not
be used for remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by a
school bus infraction detection system to enforce violations of
s. 316.172 does not constitute remote surveillance.

2. Video and images recorded as part of a school bus
infraction detection system may only be used for traffic

enforcement and for purposes of determining criminal or civil
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liability fer—dneidents captured by the school bus infraction

detection system incidental to the permissible use of the school
bus infraction detection system.

3. To the extent practicable, a school bus infraction
detection system must use necessary technology to ensure that
personal identifying information contained in the video or still
images recorded by the system which is not relevant to the
alleged violation, including, but not limited to, the identity
of the driver and any passenger of a motor vehicle, the interior
or contents of a motor vehicle, the identity of an uninvolved
person, a number identifying the address of a private residence,
and the contents or interior of a private residence, is
sufficiently obscured so as not to reveal such personal
identifying information.

4. A notice of a violation or uniform traffic citation
issued under this section may not be dismissed solely because a
recorded video or still images reveal personal identifying
information as provided in subparagraph 3. as long as a
reasonable effort has been made to comply with this subsection.

(18) (a)1l. A school district that operates one or more

school bus infraction detection systems shall annually report

the results of all such systems operated within the school

district by placing the annual report to the department required

under paragraph (b) as a single reporting item on the agenda of

a regular or special meeting of the school board.

2. Interested members of the public must be allowed to

comment regarding the report under the school board’s public

comment policies or procedures, and the report may not be

considered as part of a consent agenda.
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3. The report required under this paragraph must include a

written summary, which must be read aloud at the reqgular or

special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time

period as the annual report to the department under paragraph

(b), the number of school buses that have a school bus

infraction detection system installed, including the date of

installation and, if applicable, the date the systems were

removed; the number of notices of violations issued and the

number that were contested, the number that were upheld, the

number that were dismissed, the number that were issued as

uniform traffic citations, and the number that were paid; and

the manner in which collected funds were distributed and in what

amounts.

4. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this

paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a

violation of s. 316.172(a) or (b) enforced by a school bus

infraction detection system.

5. A school district that does not comply with this

paragraph may not operate school bus infraction detection

systems under this section until such noncompliance is

corrected.

(b) By October 1, annually 26237——and—eauarterty—thereafter,
each school district operating a school bus infraction detection
system shall muast submit, in consultation with the law
enforcement agencies with which it has interlocal agreements
pursuant to this section, a report to the department which
details the results of the school bus infraction detection

systems in the school district during the preceding state fiscal

year in—thepreeceding—eguarter. The information from the school
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districts must be submitted in a form and manner determined by

the department—whiech—the departmentmust make avaitablte—+te—+the

ool —distriets by Avgust—+—2623+ and must include at least

the following:

1. The number of school buses that have a school bus
infraction detection system installed, including the date of
installation and, if applicable, the date the systems were
removed.

2. The number of notices of violations issued, the number
that were contested, the number that were upheld, the number
that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform
traffic citations, and the number that were paid.

3. Data for each infraction to determine locations in need
of safety improvements. Such data may include, but is not
limited to, global positioning system coordinates of the
infraction, the date and time of the infraction, and the name of
the school that the school bus was transporting students to or
from.

4. Any other statistical data and information required by

the department to complete the report required by paragraph (c).

The department shall publish on its website each report

submitted by a school district pursuant to this paragraph.

(c)+b> Each school district that operates a school bus
infraction detection system is responsible for and shall must
maintain its respective data for reporting purposes under this
subsection for at least 2 years after such data is reported to
the department.

(d)4e)> On or before December 31, 26824+——and annually
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thereafter, the department shall submit a summary report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives regarding the use and operation of
school bus infraction detection systems under this section,
along with the department’s recommendations and any recommended
legislation. The summary report must include a review of the
information submitted to the department by the school districts
and must describe the enhancement of traffic safety and
enforcement programs.

(19) A school bus infraction detection system must meet
specifications established by the State Board of Education and
must be tested at regular intervals according to specifications
prescribed by state board rule. Fhe state board must—establish

+h A £4 A d Ao at+ ] ahaoad Ihsy +h ISR bhoard 13+ 1 Ta1 1 <2
cC— oS Pttt Cot O s ot ot Oy it Sta OO0 oitcrr ouxry L7
2‘9‘2‘4_.

Section 9. Subsection (1), paragraphs (b) and (c) of
subsection (2), subsections (3), (5) through (9), (12), and
(13), paragraph (c) of subsection (14), paragraph (a) of
subsection (15), and paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (16)
of section 316.1896, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.1896 Roadways maintained as school zones; speed
detection system enforcement; penalties; appeal procedure;
privacy; reports.—

(1) For purposes of administering this section, a county or

municipality may authorize a traffic infraction enforcement
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limit may not be enforced through the use of a speed detection

system if any flashing beacon used to provide notice of the

times during which a restrictive school speed limit is being

enforced in the school zone 1s not activated at the time of the

violation er—s+—336-3183.

(2) Within 30 days after a violation, notice must be sent
to the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the
violation specifying the remedies available under s. 318.14 and
that the violator must pay the penalty under s. 318.18(3) (d) to
the county or municipality, or furnish an affidavit in
accordance with subsection (8), within 30 days after the date of
the notice of violation in order to avoid court fees, costs, and
the issuance of a uniform traffic citation. The notice of
violation must:

(b) Include a photograph or other recorded image showing
the license plate of the motor vehicle; the date, time, and
location of the violation; the maximum speed at which the motor

vehicle was traveling within the school zone; and the speed

limit within the school zone at—the—time—ofthevielation.

(c) Include a notice that the owner has the right to
review, 1in person or remotely, the photograph or video captured
by the speed detection system and the evidence of the speed of
the motor vehicle detected by the speed detection system which

constitute a rebuttable presumption that the motor vehicle was

used in violation of s. 316.1895 er—s—336-183.

(3) Notwithstanding any other law, a person who receives a
notice of violation under this section may request a hearing
within 60 36 days after the notice of violation or may pay the

penalty pursuant to the notice of violation, but a payment or
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fee may not be required before the hearing requested by the
person. The notice of violation must be accompanied by, or
direct the person to a website that provides, information on the
person’s right to request a hearing and on all costs related
thereto and a form used for requesting a hearing. As used in
this subsection, the term “person” includes a natural person,
the registered owner or co-owner of a motor vehicle, or the
person identified in an affidavit as having actual care,
custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the
violation.

(5) Penalties assessed and collected by the county or
municipality authorized to collect the funds provided for in
this section, less the amount retained by the county or
municipality pursuant to paragraphs (b) and (e) paragraph—{tb)r
are—paragraph—te)r and the amount remitted to the county school
district pursuant to paragraph (d), must be paid to the

Department of Revenue weekly. Such payment must be made by means
of electronic funds transfer. In addition to the payment, a
detailed summary of the penalties remitted must be reported to
the Department of Revenue. Penalties to be assessed and
collected by the county or municipality as established in s.
318.18(3) (d) must be remitted as follows:

(a) Twenty dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) Sixty dollars must be retained by the county or
municipality and must be used to administer speed detection
systems in school zones and other public safety initiatives.

(c) Three dollars must be remitted to the Department of

Revenue for deposit into the Department of Law Enforcement
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Criminal Justice Standards and Training Trust Fund.

(d) Twelve dollars must be remitted to the county school
district in which the violation occurred and must be used for
school security initiatives, for student transportation, or to
improve the safety of student walking conditions. Funds remitted
under this paragraph must be shared with charter schools in the
district based on each charter school’s proportionate share of
the district’s total unweighted full-time equivalent student
enrollment and must be used for school security initiatives or
to improve the safety of student walking conditions.

(e) Five dollars must be retained by the county or
municipality for the School Crossing Guard Recruitment and

Retention Program pursuant to s. 316.1894.

Under a school zone speed detection system contract entered into

or renewed on or after October 1, 2026, an individual may not

receive a commission or per-ticket fee from any revenue

collected from violations detected through the use of a speed

detection system. A manufacturer or vendor of speed detection

systems may not receive a fee or remuneration based upon the

number of violations detected through the use of a speed

detection system.

(6) A uniform traffic citation must be issued by mailing
the uniform traffic citation by certified mail to the address of
the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the
violation if payment has not been made within 60 36 days after
notification under subsection (2), if the registered owner has
not requested a hearing as authorized under subsection (3), and

if the registered owner has not submitted an affidavit in
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accordance with subsection (8).

(a) Delivery of the uniform traffic citation constitutes
notification of a violation under this subsection. If the
registered owner or co-owner of the motor vehicle; the person
identified as having care, custody, or control of the motor
vehicle at the time of the violation; or a duly authorized
representative of the owner, co-owner, or identified person
initiates a proceeding to challenge the citation pursuant to
this section, such person waives any challenge or dispute as to
the delivery of the uniform traffic citation.

(b) In the case of joint ownership of a motor vehicle, the
uniform traffic citation must be mailed to the first name
appearing on the motor vehicle registration, unless the first
name appearing on the registration is a business organization,
in which case the second name appearing on the registration may
be used.

(c) The uniform traffic citation mailed to the registered
owner of the motor vehicle involved in the infraction must be
accompanied by the information described in paragraphs (2) (b) -
(d) .

(7) The registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in
the violation is responsible and liable for paying the uniform
traffic citation issued for a violation of s. 316.1895 ex—s=
316183 unless the owner can establish that:

(a) The motor vehicle was, at the time of the violation, in
the care, custody, or control of another person;

(b) A uniform traffic citation was issued by law
enforcement to the driver of the motor vehicle for the alleged

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—336-183; or
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(c) The motor vehicle’s owner was deceased on or before the
date of the alleged violation, as established by an affidavit
submitted by the representative of the motor vehicle owner’s
estate or other identified person or family member.

(8) To establish such facts under subsection (7), the
registered owner of the motor vehicle must, within 60 36 days
after the date of issuance of the notice of violation or the
uniform traffic citation, furnish to the appropriate
governmental entity an affidavit setting forth information
supporting an exception under subsection (7).

(a) An affidavit supporting the exception under paragraph
(7) (a) must include the name, address, date of birth, and, if
known, the driver license number of the person who leased,
rented, or otherwise had care, custody, or control of the motor
vehicle at the time of the alleged violation. If the motor
vehicle was stolen at the time of the alleged violation, the
affidavit must include the police report indicating that the
motor vehicle was stolen.

(b) If a uniform traffic citation for a violation of s.

316.1895 er—-s+—316-183 was issued at the location of the

violation by a law enforcement officer, the affidavit must
include the serial number of the uniform traffic citation.

(c) If the motor vehicle’s owner to whom a notice of
violation or a uniform traffic citation has been issued is
deceased, the affidavit must include a certified copy of the
owner’s death certificate showing that the date of death
occurred on or before the date of the alleged violation and one
of the following:

1. A bill of sale or other document showing that the
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736 |deceased owner’s motor vehicle was sold or transferred after his
737 or her death but on or before the date of the alleged violation.
738 2. Documented proof that the registered license plate

739 |belonging to the deceased owner’s motor vehicle was returned to
740 the department or any branch office or authorized agent of the
741 department after his or her death but on or before the date of
742 the alleged violation.

743 3. A copy of the police report showing that the deceased
744 |owner’s registered license plate or motor vehicle was stolen

745 after his or her death but on or before the date of the alleged
746 |violation.

747
748 |Upon receipt of the affidavit and documentation required under
749 |paragraphs (b) and (c), or 60 36 days after the date of issuance
750 of a notice of violation sent to a person identified as having
751 care, custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the time of
752 the violation under paragraph (a), the county or municipality
753 |must dismiss the notice or citation and provide proof of such
754 dismissal to the person who submitted the affidavit. If, within
755 30 days after the date of a notice of violation sent to a person
756 under subsection (9), the county or municipality receives an

757 affidavit under subsection (10) from the person sent a notice of
758 violation affirming that the person did not have care, custody,
759 or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the wviolation,
760 the county or municipality must notify the registered owner that
761 the notice or citation will not be dismissed due to failure to
762 |establish that another person had care, custody, or control of

763 the motor vehicle at the time of the violation.

764 (9) Upon receipt of an affidavit under paragraph (8) (a),
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the county or municipality may issue the person identified as
having care, custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the
time of the violation a notice of violation pursuant to

subsection (2) for a violation of s. 316.1895 er——s+—336+-383. The

affidavit is admissible in a proceeding pursuant to this section
for the purpose of providing evidence that the person identified
in the affidavit was in actual care, custody, or control of the
motor vehicle. The owner of a leased motor vehicle for which a
uniform traffic citation is issued for a violation of s.

316.1895 exr—s+—33+61%

do

3 is not responsible for paying the uniform
traffic citation and is not required to submit an affidavit as
specified in subsection (8) if the motor vehicle involved in the
violation is registered in the name of the lessee of such motor
vehicle.

(12) The photograph or video captured by a speed detection
system and the evidence of the speed of the motor vehicle
detected by a speed detection system which are attached to or

referenced in the uniform traffic citation are evidence of a

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—336-383 and are admissible in any
proceeding to enforce this section. The photograph or video and
the evidence of speed detected raise a rebuttable presumption
that the motor vehicle named in the report or shown in the
photograph or video was used in violation of s. 316.1895 ex—s=
316183,

(13) This section supplements the enforcement of s.

316.1895 ss5+—3+6-1895and 316383 by a law enforcement officer

and does not prohibit a law enforcement officer from issuing a
uniform traffic citation for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s—=
3+6-183.
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(14) A hearing under this section must be conducted under
the procedures established by s. 316.0083(5) and as follows:
(c) A person, referred to in this subsection as the

7

“petitioner,” who elects to request a hearing under subsection
(3) must be scheduled for a hearing by the clerk to the local

hearing officer. The hearing may be conducted either virtually

through live video conferencing or in person. The clerk to the
local hearing officer shall provide must—furaish the petitioner

with notice of the hearing, including the option for a virtual

or in-person hearing, which must be sent by first-class mail.

Upon receipt of the notice, the petitioner may reschedule the
hearing up to two times by submitting a written request to
reschedule to the clerk at least 5 calendar days before the day
of the scheduled hearing. The petitioner may cancel his or her
appearance before the local hearing officer by paying the
penalty assessed under subsection (2), plus the administrative
costs established in s. 316.0083(5) (c), before the start of the
hearing.

(15) (a) A speed detection system in a school zone may not
be used for remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by a
speed detection system to enforce violations of s. 316.1895 ss5+
3163189 5—and—336-383, or user-controlled pan or tilt adjustments

of speed detection system components, do not constitute remote
surveillance. Recorded video or photographs collected by as—part

of a speed detection system in a school zone may only be used to

document violations of s. 316.1895 ss5+—31+6-3895and 316183 and

for purposes of determining criminal or civil liability fe=
ineidents captured by the speed detection system incidental to

the permissible use of the speed detection system.

Page 29 of 44
1/27/2026 10:44:49 AM 606-02217-26




Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 654

| IR o>+

823 (16) (a) Each county or municipality that operates one or
824 |more speed detection systems shall must submit a report by

825 October 1, 28624+——=and annually £hereafter, to the department

826 |which identifies the public safety objectives used to identify a
827 school zone for enforcement under this section, reports

828 compliance with s. 316.0776(3) (c), and details the results of

829 the speed detection system in the school zone during the

830 |preceding state fiscal year and the procedures for enforcement.

831 The information from counties and municipalities must be

832 submitted in a form and manner determined by the department+

833 which the department—mast moke ovaiitable +teothe countices—and

834 P L R P HE N - I a RPN E ot 7 202 AW IR N 2Y Adornartmant oo oo L
lllLAllL\./LtJLALLL C I CTo LJ_Y nu\juol, L, T J, AT CTITT \ACtJLAL_L CIITTTTC lllu_y J_C\.iLAL_LC
835 data—ceomponents—toPbe submitted—eguarterty. The report must

836 include at least the following:

837 1. Information related to the location of each speed

838 detection system, including the geocoordinates of the school

839 zone, the directional approach of the speed detection system,
840 the school name, the school level, the times the speed detection
841 system was active, the restricted school zone speed limit

842 enforced pursuant to s. 316.1895(5), +the posted speedIimit

843 Nnfrar~nAd 4+ 2~ +her +h o 1~ EEEE N WNE N - N S T 2146 1QQF (B
CHTTOoTrCCO ot ot o oot it ciitoSC—ao oo 2800y S+ oLt O+ T o0 7o (I /7

844 |the date the systems were activated to enforce violations of s.
845 |316.1895 s5+336+-1895—and—31+6+183, and, if applicable, the date
846 the systems were deactivated.

847 2. The number of notices of violation issued, the number,

848 if any, that were issued outside of the enforcement periods

849 authorized in subsection (1), the number that were contested,

850 the number that were upheld, the number that were dismissed, the

851 number that were issued as uniform traffic citations, and the
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853 3. Any other statistical data and information related to

852 number that were paid.

854 |the procedures for enforcement which is required by the

855 department to complete the report required under paragraph (c).
856
857 The department shall publish on its website each report

858 submitted by a county or municipality pursuant to this

859 |paragraph.
860 (c) On or before December 31, 2624——and annually
861 |+thereafter, the department shall must submit a summary report to

862 the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
863 the House of Representatives regarding the use of speed
864 detection systems under this section, along with any recommended

865 legislation degistative recommendations—from the department. The

866 summary report must include a review of the information

867 submitted to the department by the counties and municipalities
868 and must describe the enhancement of safety and enforcement
869 |programs.

870 Section 10. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section
871 316.1906, Florida Statutes, is reordered and amended, and

872 subsection (3) of that section is amended, to read:

873 316.1906 Radar speed-measuring devices; speed detection

874 systems; evidence, admissibility.—

875 (1) DEFINITIONS.—
876 (d) “officer” means any:
877 2.3+ “Law enforcement officer” who is elected, appointed,

878 or employed full time by any municipality or the state or any
879 |political subdivision thereof; who is vested with the authority

880 to bear arms and make arrests; and whose primary responsibility
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is the prevention and detection of crime or the enforcement of
the penal, criminal, traffic, or highway laws of the state;

3.2+ “Part-time law enforcement officer” who is employed or
appointed less than full time, as defined by an employing
agency, with or without compensation; who is vested with
authority to bear arms and make arrests; and whose primary
responsibility is the prevention and detection of crime or the
enforcement of the penal, criminal, traffic, or highway laws of
the state; or

1.3+ “Auxiliary law enforcement officer” who is employed or
appointed, with or without compensation; who aids or assists a
full-time or part-time law enforcement officer; and who, while
under the direct supervision of a full-time or part-time law
enforcement officer, has the authority to arrest and perform law
enforcement functions; e

4, "“Traffic infraction enforcement officer” who is employed
or appointed, with or without compensation, and satisfies the

requirements of s. 316.640(5) and is vested with authority to

enforce violations of s. 316.1895 ss5+—3316-3895—and 336383

pursuant to s. 316.1896.

(3) A speed detection system is exempt from the design
requirements for radar or LiDAR units established by the
department. A speed detection system must have the ability to
perform self-tests as to its detection accuracy. The system must
perform a self-test at least once every 30 days. The law
enforcement agency, or an agent acting on behalf of the law
enforcement agency, operating a speed detection system must
maintain a log of the results of the system’s self-tests. The

law enforcement agency, or an agent acting on behalf of the law

Page 32 of 44
1/27/2026 10:44:49 AM 606-02217-26




Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 654

| IR o>+

910 enforcement agency, operating a speed detection system must also
911 |perform an independent calibration test on the speed detection
912 system at least once every 12 months. The self-test logs, as

913 well as the results of the annual calibration test, are

914 admissible in any court proceeding for a uniform traffic

915 |citation issued for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—3+6-183
916 |enforced pursuant to s. 316.1896. Notwithstanding subsection
917 (2), evidence of the speed of a motor vehicle detected by a
918 speed detection system compliant with this subsection and the

919 |determination by a traffic infraction enforcement officer that a

920 |motor vehicle is operating in excess of the applicable speed

921 limit is admissible in any proceeding with respect to an alleged
922 violation of law regulating the speed of motor vehicles in

923 school zones.

924 Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section

925 316.640, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

926 316.640 Enforcement.—The enforcement of the traffic laws of
927 this state is vested as follows:

928 (5) (a) Any sheriff’s department or police department of a
929 |municipality may employ, as a traffic infraction enforcement

930 officer, any individual who successfully completes instruction
931 in traffic enforcement procedures and court presentation through
932 the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program as approved by the

933 |Division of Criminal Justice Standards and Training of the

934 Department of Law Enforcement, or through a similar program, but
935 |who does not necessarily otherwise meet the uniform minimum

936 standards established by the Criminal Justice Standards and

937 Training Commission for law enforcement officers or auxiliary

938 law enforcement officers under s. 943.13. Any such traffic

Page 33 of 44
1/27/2026 10:44:49 AM 606-02217-26




Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 654

| IR o>+

939 infraction enforcement officer who observes the commission of a
940 traffic infraction or, in the case of a parking infraction, who
941 observes an illegally parked vehicle may issue a traffic

942 |citation for the infraction when, based upon personal

943 investigation, he or she has reasonable and probable grounds to
944 |believe that an offense has been committed which constitutes a
945 noncriminal traffic infraction as defined in s. 318.14. In

946 addition, any such traffic infraction enforcement officer may
947 issue a traffic citation under ss. 316.0083, 316.173, and

948 316.1896 ss5+—3+6-0083—and316-18086. For purposes of enforcing

949 ss. 316.074 (1), 316.075(1) (¢c)1l., 316.172(1) (a) and (b), and
950 316.1895(10) ss5+—31+6-0683+—33+6-31895——and 316183, any sheriff’s

951 department or police department of a municipality may designate
952 employees as traffic infraction enforcement officers. The

953 |traffic infraction enforcement officers must be physically

954 located in the county of the respective sheriff’s or police

955 department.

956 Section 12. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
957 316.650, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

958 316.650 Traffic citations.—

959 (3)

960 (c) If a traffic citation is issued under s. 316.0083, s.

A

961 316.173, or s. 316.1896, the traffic infraction enforcement

962 |officer must shald provide by electronic transmission a replica
963 |of the traffic citation data to the court having jurisdiction
964 over the alleged offense or its traffic violations bureau within
965 5 business days after the date of issuance of the traffic

966 |citation to the violator. If a hearing is requested, the traffic

967 infraction enforcement officer must shaltt provide a replica of
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the +raffie notice of violation data to the clerk to fex the
local hearing officer having Jjurisdiction over the alleged
offense within 14 days.

Section 13. Subsection (3) of section 318.15, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
penalty.—

(3) The clerk shall notify the department of persons who
were mailed a notice of violation of s. 316.074(l) or s.
316.075(1) (c)1. pursuant to s. 316.0083, of s. 316.172(1) (a) or
(b) pursuant to s. 316.173, or of s. 316.1895(10) pursuant to s.

316.1896, and who failed to enter into, or comply with the terms
of, a penalty payment plan, or order with the clerk to the local
hearing officer or failed to appear at a scheduled hearing
within 10 days after such failure, and shall reference the
person’s driver license number, or in the case of a business
entity, vehicle registration number.

(a) Upon receipt of such notice, the department, or
authorized agent thereof, may not issue a license plate or
revalidation sticker for any motor vehicle owned or co-owned by
that person pursuant to s. 320.03(8) until the amounts assessed
have been fully paid.

(b) After the issuance of the person’s license plate or
revalidation sticker is withheld pursuant to paragraph (a), the
person may challenge the withholding of the license plate or
revalidation sticker only on the basis that the outstanding
fines and civil penalties have been paid pursuant to s.
320.03(8) .

Section 14. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3), paragraphs (a)
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and (b) of subsection (5), and subsection (23) of section
318.18, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a
noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal
offense listed in s. 318.17 are as follows:

(3)

(d)1. Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (c), a person

cited for a violation of s. 316.1895(10) er—s+—336-183 for

exceeding the speed limit in force at the time of the violation
on a roadway maintained as a school zone as provided in s.
316.1895, when enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement
officer pursuant to s. 316.1896, must pay a fine of $100. Fines
collected under this paragraph must be distributed as follows:

a. Twenty dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

b. Seventy-seven dollars must be distributed to the county
for any violations occurring in any unincorporated areas of the
county or to the municipality for any violations occurring in
the incorporated boundaries of the municipality in which the
infraction occurred, to be used as provided in s. 316.1896(5).

c. Three dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Department of Law Enforcement
Criminal Justice Standards and Training Trust Fund to be used as
provided in s. 943.25.

2. 1If a person who is mailed a notice of violation or a
uniform traffic citation for a violation of s. 316.1895(10) e=
s5+—31+6-383, as enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement
officer under s. 316.1896, presents documentation from the

appropriate governmental entity that the notice of violation or
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uniform traffic citation was in error, the clerk of court or
clerk to the local hearing officer may dismiss the case. The
clerk of court or clerk to the local hearing officer may not
charge for this service.

3. Under a school zone speed detection system contract

entered into or renewed on or after October 1, 2026, an

individual may not receive a commission or per-ticket fee from

any revenue collected from violations detected through the use

of a speed detection system. A manufacturer or vendor may not

receive a fee or remuneration based upon the number of

violations detected through the use of a speed detection system.

(5) (a)1l. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., $200 for a
violation of s. 316.172(1) (a), failure to stop for a school bus.
If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have
committed this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil
penalty of $200. In addition to this penalty, for a second or
subsequent offense within a period of 5 years, the department
shall suspend the driver license of the person for not less than
180 days and not more than 1 year.

2. If a violation of s. 316.172(1) (a) is enforced by a
school bus infraction detection system pursuant to s. 316.173,
the penalty of $200 shall be imposed. If, at a ar—administrative
hearing contesting a notice of violation or uniform traffic
citation, the alleged offender is found to have committed this
offense, a minimum civil penalty of $200 shall be imposed.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law except s. 28.37(6),

the civil penalties assessed under this subparagraph resulting
from a notice of violation or uniform traffic citation shall be

remitted to the school district at least monthly and used
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1055 pursuant to s. 316.173(8).

1056 (b)1l. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., $400 for a
1057 |violation of s. 316.172(1) (b), passing a school bus on the side
1058 that children enter and exit when the school bus displays a stop
1059 |signal. If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have
1060 committed this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil
1061 |penalty of $400.

1062 2. If a violation of s. 316.172(1) (b) is enforced by a
1063 school bus infraction detection system pursuant to s. 316.173,
1064 the penalty under this subparagraph is a minimum of $200. If, at
1065 |a hearing contesting a notice of violation or uniform traffic
1066 |citation, the alleged offender is found to have committed this
1067 offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil penalty of $200.

1068 |Notwithstanding any other provision of law except s. 28.37(6),

1069 |the civil penalties assessed under this subparagraph resulting
1070 from notice of violation or uniform traffic citation shall be
1071 remitted to the school district at least monthly and used

1072 |pursuant to s. 316.173(8).

1073 3. In addition to this penalty, for a second or subsequent
1074 offense within a period of 5 years, the department shall suspend
1075 the driver license of the person for not less than 360 days and
1076 |not more than 2 years.

1077 (23) In addition to the penalty prescribed under s.

1078 316.0083, s. 316.173, or s. 316.1896 for violations enforced

D

1079 |under those sections s+—336-6683 which are upheld by the local

1080 hearing officer, the local hearing officer may also order the

1081 |payment of county, e municipal, or school district costs, not
1082 |to exceed $250.
1083 Section 15. Subsection (12) of section 320.02, Florida
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1084 Statutes, is amended to read:
1085 320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
1086 forms.—
1087 (12) The department is authorized to withhold registration

1088 or reregistration of any motor vehicle if the owner, or one of
1089 |the co-owners of the vehicle:s

1090 (a) Has a driver license which is under suspension for the
1091 failure to remit payment of any fines levied in this state

1092 |pursuant to chapter 318 or chapter 322; or

1093 (b) Received a traffic citation for a violation of s.

1094 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)l., s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b), or s.
1095 316.1895(10), as enforced by s. 316.0083, s. 316.173, or s.

1096 316.1896, respectively, and did not request a hearing, submit an

1097 affidavit claiming an exception, or pay the traffic citation.

1098 Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
1099 322.27, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1100 322.27 Authority of department to suspend or revoke driver
1101 license or identification card.—

1102 (3) There is established a point system for evaluation of
1103 |convictions of violations of motor vehicle laws or ordinances,
1104 and violations of applicable provisions of s. 403.413(6) (b) when
1105 such violations involve the use of motor vehicles, for the

1106 |determination of the continuing qualification of any person to
1107 operate a motor vehicle. The department is authorized to suspend
1108 the license of any person upon showing of its records or other
1109 |good and sufficient evidence that the licensee has been

1110 convicted of violation of motor vehicle laws or ordinances, oOr
1111 applicable provisions of s. 403.413(6) (b), amounting to 12 or

1112 |more points as determined by the point system. The suspension
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shall be for a period of not more than 1 year.

(d) The point system shall have as its basic element a
graduated scale of points assigning relative values to
convictions of the following violations:

1. Reckless driving, willful and wanton—4 points.

2. Leaving the scene of a crash resulting in property
damage of more than $50—6 points.

3. Unlawful speed, or unlawful use of a wireless
communications device, resulting in a crash—6 points.

4. Passing a stopped school bus:

a. Not causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or
death of another—4 points.

b. Causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or
death of another—6 points.

c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of passing a
stopped school bus as provided in s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b) when
enforced by a school bus infraction detection system pursuant to
s. 316.173. In addition, a violation of s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b)
when enforced by a school bus infraction detection system
pursuant to s. 316.173 may not be used for purposes of setting

motor vehicle insurance rates and is not admissible as character

evidence under s. 90.404.

5. Unlawful speed:

a. Not in excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted
speed—3 points.

b. In excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted
speed—4 points.

c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of unlawful

speed as provided in s. 316.1895 er—s+—3+6-+83 when enforced by
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1142 a traffic infraction enforcement officer pursuant to s.

1143 316.1896. In addition, a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s-+—33+6-3183

1144 |when enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement officer
1145 |pursuant to s. 316.1896 may not be used for purposes of setting
1146 |motor vehicle insurance rates and is not admissible as character

1147 evidence under s. 90.404.

1148 6. A violation of a traffic control signal device as
1149 |provided in s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1.—4 points.

1150 |However, points may not be imposed for a violation of s.

1151 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l. when a driver has failed to
1152 stop at a traffic signal and when enforced by a traffic

1153 infraction enforcement officer. In addition, a violation of s.
1154 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)l. when a driver has failed to
1155 stop at a traffic signal and when enforced by a traffic

1156 infraction enforcement officer may not be used for purposes of

1157 setting motor vehicle insurance rates and is not admissible as

1158 character evidence under s. 90.404.

1159

1160 ================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
1161 |And the title is amended as follows:

1162 Delete lines 66 - 129

1163 and insert:

1164 public hearing process; requiring a school district
1165 that establishes a school bus infraction detection
1166 system program after a certain date to enter into a
1167 certain interlocal agreement before beginning its
1168 school bus infraction detection system program;

1169 providing that law enforcement agencies may authorize
1170 traffic infraction enforcement officers to issue
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1171 certain uniform traffic citations for violations

1172 enforced through the use of a school bus infraction
1173 detection system; providing construction; deleting a
1174 prohibition on raising certain arguments in a

1175 proceeding challenging certain traffic violations;
1176 deleting a required evidentiary standard for certain
1177 findings and determinations by local hearing officers;
1178 revising the notice of hearing process; revising the
1179 number of times a petitioner may reschedule a certain
1180 hearing; requiring a petitioner to pay certain costs
1181 before the start of the hearing in order to cancel the
1182 hearing; requiring that certain testimony be recorded;
1183 authorizing, rather than requiring, a local hearing
1184 officer to require a petitioner to pay certain costs;
1185 revising authorized uses for videos and images

1186 recorded as part of a school bus infraction detection
1187 system; requiring a school district that operates a
1188 school bus infraction detection system annually to
1189 report the results of such systems at a meeting of the
1190 school board; providing requirements for such meeting;
1191 prohibiting certain arguments in a proceeding

1192 challenging certain traffic violations; prohibiting a
1193 school district from operating school bus infraction
1194 detection systems under certain circumstances;

1195 requiring certain school districts to submit a certain
1196 report to the department annually, rather than

1197 quarterly; requiring the department to publish certain
1198 reports on its website; deleting obsolete provisions;
1199 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
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1200 amending s. 316.1896, F.S.; revising the periods for
1201 which a county or municipality may authorize a traffic
1202 infraction enforcement officer to issue certain

1203 uniform traffic citations; prohibiting the enforcement
1204 of a school zone speed limit through the use of a

1205 speed detection system under certain circumstances;
1206 revising the period within which a person may take
1207 certain action after receiving a notice of violation;
1208 prohibiting an individual from receiving certain

1209 commissions or per-ticket fees under a contract

1210 established or renewed on or after a certain date;
1211 prohibiting a manufacturer or vendor of speed

1212 detection systems from receiving certain fees or

1213 remuneration; providing that certain hearings may be
1214 conducted either virtually or in person; revising

1215 authorized uses for videos and images recorded as part
1216 of a speed detection system; deleting an obsolete

1217 provision; revising information that must be included
1218 in certain reports; deleting a provision authorizing
1219 the department to require quarterly submission of

1220 certain data components; requiring the department to
1221 publish certain reports on its website; conforming
1222 provisions to changes made by the act; reordering and
1223 amending s. 316.1906, F.S.; conforming provisions to
1224 changes made by the act; making a technical change;
1225 amending ss. 316.640, 316.650, and 318.15, F.S.;

1226 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;

1227 amending s. 318.18, F.S.; prohibiting an individual
1228 from receiving certain commissions or per-ticket fees
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1229 under a contract established or renewed on or after a
1230 certain date; prohibiting a manufacturer or vendor of
1231 speed detection systems from receiving certain fees or
1232 remuneration; providing exceptions to requirements
1233 that certain civil penalties be remitted to school
1234 districts; conforming provisions to changes made by
1235 the act; amending s. 320.02, F.S.; authorizing the
1236 department to withhold registration or reregistration
1237 of a motor vehicle under certain circumstances;
1238 amending s. 322.27, F.S.; prohibiting the
1239 admissibility of certain infractions as character

1240 evidence;
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to traffic infraction enforcement;
amending s. 28.37, F.S.; deleting a provision
exempting certain penalties and fines from a
requirement that a certain percentage of all court-
related fines collected by the clerk be deposited into
the fines and forfeiture fund for a specified purpose;
amending s. 316.003, F.S.; revising the definitions of
the terms “local hearing officer” and “speed detection
system”; amending s. 316.008, F.S.; revising the
periods during which a county or municipality may
enforce school zone speed limits, and the violations
for which such enforcement is authorized, through the
use of a speed detection system; prohibiting the
enforcement of a school zone speed limit through the
use of a speed detection system under certain
circumstances; revising the circumstances for which a
county or municipality may place or install, or
contract with a vendor to place or install, a speed
detection system within a roadway maintained as a
school zone; amending s. 316.0083, F.S.; deleting a
provision prohibiting the issuance of certain notices
of violation and traffic citations for failure to stop
before crossing over a stop line or other point at
which a stop is required under certain circumstances;
defining the term “careful and prudent manner”;
providing that certain counties and municipalities are
responsible for and must maintain certain data for a

specified period; requiring the Department of Highway
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Safety and Motor Vehicles to provide to the Governor
and the Legislature recommended legislation, rather
than necessary legislation, with a certain report;
providing that certain hearings may be conducted
either virtually or in person; prohibiting the use of
a traffic infraction detector for remote surveillance;
providing construction; specifying the purposes for
which video and images recorded by a traffic
infraction detector may be used; requiring that a
traffic infraction detector use technology to obscure
certain personal identifying information; providing
that certain notices of violation and uniform traffic
citations may not be dismissed for a specified reason;
requiring the destruction of certain recorded videos
and images within a certain timeframe; requiring a
traffic infraction detector vendor annually to provide
certain written notice to the county or municipality;
providing that motor vehicle registration and owner
information obtained in a certain manner is not the
property of certain manufacturers and vendors;
repealing s. 316.00831, F.S., relating to distribution
of penalties collected under the Mark Wandall Traffic
Safety Program; amending s. 316.07456, F.S.; deleting
obsolete provisions; amending s. 316.0776, F.S.;
providing that only warnings may be issued for certain
violations during the duration of a certain public
awareness campaign; deleting an obsolete provision;
prohibiting a county or municipality from operating a

speed detection system under certain circumstances;
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conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 316.173, F.S.; requiring district school
board authorization and a public hearing process
before a school district may place or install, or
contract with a vendor to install, operate, and
maintain, school bus infraction detection systems;
providing requirements for such authorization and
public hearing process; requiring a school district to
enter into a certain interlocal agreement with a law
enforcement agency before beginning its school bus
infraction detection system program; providing that
law enforcement agencies may authorize traffic
infraction enforcement officers to issue certain
uniform traffic citations for violations enforced
through the use of a school bus infraction detection
system; providing construction; deleting a prohibition
on raising certain arguments in a proceeding
challenging certain traffic violations; deleting a
required evidentiary standard for certain findings and
determinations by local hearing officers; revising the
notice of hearing process; revising the number of
times a petitioner may reschedule a certain hearing;
requiring that certain testimony be recorded;
authorizing, rather than requiring, a local hearing
officer to require a petitioner to pay certain costs;
requiring a school district that operates a school bus
infraction detection system annually to report the
results of such systems at a meeting of the school

board; providing requirements for such meeting;
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88 prohibiting certain arguments in a proceeding
89 challenging certain traffic violations; prohibiting a
90 school district from operating school bus infraction
91 detection systems under certain circumstances;
92 requiring certain school districts to submit a certain
93 report to the department annually, rather than
94 quarterly; requiring the department to publish certain
95 reports on its website; deleting obsolete provisions;
96 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
97 amending s. 316.1896, F.S.; revising the periods for
98 which a county or municipality may authorize a traffic
99 infraction enforcement officer to issue certain
100 uniform traffic citations; prohibiting the enforcement
101 of a school zone speed limit through the use of a
102 speed detection system under certain circumstances;
103 revising the period within which a person may take
104 certain action after receiving a notice of violation;
105 prohibiting an individual from receiving a commission
106 or per-ticket fee from certain revenue; prohibiting a
107 manufacturer or vendor of speed detection systems from
108 receiving certain fees or remuneration; providing that
109 certain hearings may be conducted either virtually or
110 in person; deleting an obsolete provision; deleting a
111 provision authorizing the department to require
112 quarterly submission of certain data components;
113 requiring the department to publish certain reports on
114 its website; conforming provisions to changes made by
115 the act; reordering and amending s. 316.1906, F.S.;
116 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
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117 making a technical change; amending ss. 316.640,
118 316.650, and 318.15, F.S.; conforming provisions to
119 changes made by the act; amending s. 318.18, F.S.;
120 prohibiting an individual from receiving a commission
121 or per-ticket fee from certain revenue; prohibiting a
122 manufacturer or vendor of speed detection systems from
123 receiving certain fees or remuneration; providing
124 exceptions to requirements that certain civil
125 penalties be remitted to school districts; conforming
126 provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
127 320.02, F.S.; authorizing the department to withhold
128 registration or reregistration of a motor vehicle
129 under certain circumstances; amending s. 322.27, F.S.;
130 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
131 amending s. 775.15, F.S.; providing that a l-year
132 period of limitation for certain noncriminal
133 violations resets upon receipt of certain affidavits;
134 amending s. 1006.21, F.S.; conforming a provision to
135 changes made by the act; reenacting s. 318.121, F.S.,
136 relating to preemption of additional fees, fines,
137 surcharges, and costs, to incorporate the amendment
138 made to s. 318.18, F.S., in a reference thereto;
139 providing an effective date.
140
141| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
142
143 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 28.37, Florida
144 Statutes, is amended to read:
145 28.37 Fines, fees, service charges, and costs remitted to
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the state.—
(6) Ten percent of all court-related fines collected by the

clerks cept—for penatties—eor finesdistributedtocounties—or
maretpatities—under s+—36 00831 3+—ers—3+-1 8=+
must be deposited into the fine and forfeiture fund to be used
exclusively for clerk court-related functions, as provided in s.
28.35(3) (a) .

Section 2. Subsections (38) and (84) of section 316.003,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.003 Definitions.—The following words and phrases, when
used in this chapter, shall have the meanings respectively
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context
otherwise requires:

(38) LOCAL HEARING OFFICER.—The person, designated by a

department, county, e* municipality, or school district that

elects to authorize traffic infraction enforcement officers to
issue traffic citations under s. 316.0083 (1) (
316.173 (1) (f), or s. 316.1896 (1) ss5+—33+6-00683{1)r{ta)r—and

(
Q0o
OO

-, who is authorized to conduct hearings related to a

notice of violation issued pursuant to s. 316.0083, s. 316.173,
12

or s. 316.1896. A The—eharter countyr—rnoncharter—ecountyy Or

municipality may use its ewrrently appointed code enforcement
board or special magistrate to serve as the local hearing

officer. A school district may appoint an attorney who is, and

has been for the preceding 5 years, a member in good standing of

The Florida Bar to serve as the local hearing officer or may

enter into an interlocal agreement to use the local hearing

officer of the county. The department may enter into an

interlocal agreement to use the local hearing officer of a
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county or municipality.

(84) SPEED DETECTION SYSTEM.—A portable or fixed automated
system used to detect a motor vehicle’s speed using radar or
LiDAR and to capture a photograph or video of the rear of a

motor vehicle that exceeds the speed limit in a school zone

+ 1 RO £
I j= -

during the times listed in s. 316.1895(5) feree—=

P s L I S J g
T vV IO T CIUIT
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Section 3. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (9) of
section 316.008, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.008 Powers of local authorities.—

(9) (a) A county or municipality may enforce the applicable
speed limit on a roadway properly maintained as a school zone
pursuant to s. 316.1895 during the times listed in s.
316.1895(5)+

through the use of a speed detection system for the detection of
speed and capturing of photographs or videos for violations in

excess of 10 miles per hour over the school zone speed limit 4w

£ T
[ S N A T T

ye—time—of—+the—vietatien. A school zone’s compliance

with s. 316.1895 creates a rebuttable presumption that the

school zone is properly maintained. The school zone speed limit
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of a speed detection system

if any flashing beacon used to provi

de notice of the times

during which a restrictive school sp

eed limit is being enforced

in the school zone i1s not activated

at the time of the

violation.

(b)
contract with a vendor to place or i
system within a roadway maintained a

in s. 316.1895 to enforce school zon

A county or municipality may place or install,

or
nstall, a speed detection
s a school zone as provided

e wrtawfut speed limit

violations, as specified in s. 316.1

of 10 miles per hour over the school

895 (10),

zone speed limit er——s—=

which are in excess

316383+ on that roadway.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and subsections
(2), (4), and (5) of section 316.0083, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and subsection (6) is added to that section, to read:

316.0083 Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Program;
administration; report.—

(1) (a) For purposes of administering this section, the
department, a county, or a municipality may authorize a traffic
infraction enforcement officer under s. 316.640 to issue a
traffic citation for a violation of s. 316.074(1) or s
316.075(1) (c)1. Anetice—-of—viotlationandatraffieeitationmay
et diocaiead F£oap £o37 000 + P P P I B RS PN S R - U I At sz
IO T LAy oo T [ S N [ S €5 R SR Ny U R S Wy \awy »._)L.\Jt/ T (& NS § _I__I_\jLLL, J S T |\ B S S
e e . I e e =Sl I [N, [y U P
) lll()..l'\_l_ll\j (& _L_L\jJ.J.L, I CCOLTIT LI (& 2 & NN S uSR Eay W e TITr tJ_LL;l\J.CllL, TITTTIITCO 1T (& e
ENE N IO NS N I n e raoh+ T A b s norma aaan VAR AN S P
LT LTI T C C T O CTC T CTCIUIT WITCOT IO _L_L\jJ.J.L, TTTTTCE COLTTIO & i oy tJC_Llll_LOO_LU_LC Y ITOoOCTCITCTT

FRT I RPN I S LA RPN SV =t = SV [N S S NGO et LR A i A o
O VIO TOCITUIT (@ yaw L C LTI 1T C T CTOCITTUIT lll()._y TToOCT LA T oo acT D | i W e CIT 1O
PP S LN I =R T XN A szay £+ 1 zah i ~] S + PN I P
[ C1TOUTT J S T |\ B S S A T P B g [ .y TS \awy (& \JllltJ_L\_/L.\_/ »._)L.\Jt/

P T PP N Ny Y P B I BN I N = Y P [ N S B =
O C T J—U\)\)—Lllv LS i By QL,ULJ i N R (Y wLw ¥ PNV ISR E U B ) L,uJ_J.J._LJ.J.v J__I_vJ.LL, [ S -
Boarmicaadlsl P P I B P A L e i I I P S N PP PP R
t/\_/J_lll_LQx_)_LJ\J_L\_/ T (& SR NSL W § _L_L\jJ.LL., T [ S 7 Ry i S uSl W \awy »._)L.Ut/ L PR E U S w) J_UQQ_LJ.J.\j
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234 This paragraph does not prohibit a review of information from a
235| traffic infraction detector by an authorized employee or agent
236| of the department, a county, or a municipality before issuance
237! of the traffic citation by the traffic infraction enforcement
238 officer. This paragraph does not prohibit the department, a

239| county, or a municipality from issuing notification as provided
240 in paragraph (b) to the registered owner of the motor vehicle
241 involved in the violation of s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l.
242 (2) A notice of violation and a traffic citation may not be

243| 1issued under this section for failure to stop at a red light if

244 the driver is making a right-hand turn in a careful and prudent
245 manner at an intersection where right-hand turns are

246| permissible. For purposes of this subsection, the term “careful

247 and prudent manner” means that the driver made a right-hand turn

248 after coming to a complete stop and without interfering with the

249| operation of any oncoming vehicular traffic or pedestrians in a

250 crosswalk.

251 (4) (a)1l. A county or municipality that desires to have one
252 or more traffic infraction detectors placed or installed on or
253 after July 1, 2025, in an area where no traffic infraction

254 detectors are currently placed or installed must enact an

255 ordinance in order to authorize the placement or installation
256 of, or to authorize contracting with a vendor for the placement
257 or installation of, one or more traffic infraction detectors to
258 enforce s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l. As part of the

259| public hearing on such proposed ordinance, the county or

260| municipality must consider traffic data or other evidence

261 supporting the installation and operation of each traffic
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infraction detector, and the county or municipality must
determine that the intersection at which a traffic infraction
detector is to be placed or installed constitutes a heightened
safety risk that warrants additional enforcement measures.

2. A county or municipality that operates one or more
traffic infraction detectors must annually report the results of
all traffic infraction detectors within the county’s or
municipality’s Jjurisdiction by placing the annual report to the
department required under paragraph (b) as a single reporting
item on the agenda of a regular or special meeting of the
county’s or municipality’s governing body. Before a county or
municipality contracts or renews a contract to place or install
one or more traffic infraction detectors, the county or
municipality must approve the contract or contract renewal at a
regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body.

a. Interested members of the public must be allowed to
comment regarding the report, contract, or contract renewal
under the county’s or municipality’s public comment policies or
procedures fermats, and the report, contract, or contract
renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

b. The report required under this subparagraph must include
a written summary, which must be read aloud at the regular or
special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time
period pertaining to the annual report to the department
required under paragraph (b), the number of notices of violation
issued, the number that were contested, the number that were
upheld, the number that were dismissed, the number that were

issued as uniform traffic citations, and the number that were
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291| paid and how collected funds were distributed and in what
292 amounts. The county or municipality must report to the
293| department that the county’s or municipality’s annual report was
294| considered in accordance with this subparagraph, including the
295| date of the regular or special meeting at which the annual
296| report was considered.
297 3. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this
298| paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a
299 violation of s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1l. enforced by a
300| traffic infraction detector.
301 4. A county or municipality that does not comply with this
302| paragraph may not operate is—suspended—from—operating traffic

303 infraction detectors under this subsection until such

304| noncompliance 1is corrected.

305 (b) Each county or municipality that operates a traffic
306| infraction detector shall submit a report by October 1,

307 annually, to the department which details the results of using
308 the traffic infraction detector and the procedures for

309| enforcement for the preceding state fiscal year. The information
310 submitted by the counties and municipalities must include:

311 1. The number of notices of violation issued, the number
312 that were contested, the number that were upheld, the number
313 that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform

314 traffic citations, the number that were paid, and the number in
315 each of the preceding categories for which the notice of

316| violation was issued for a right-hand turn violation.

317 2. A description of alternative safety countermeasures
318 taken before and after the placement or installation of a

319 traffic infraction detector.
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3. Statistical data and information required by the
department to complete the summary report required under

paragraph (d) <.

The department shall must publish on its website each report

submitted by a county or municipality pursuant to this paragraph

PN T P S PN =PI I =
OI—T oo weo oIttt

(c) Each county or municipality that operates a traffic

infraction detector is responsible for and shall maintain its

respective data for reporting purposes under this subsection for

at least 2 years after such data is reported to the department.

(d) On or before December 31, annually, the department
shall provide a summary report to the Governor, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
regarding the use and operation of traffic infraction detectors
under this section, along with the department’s recommendations

and any recommended meeessary legislation. The summary report

must include a review of the information submitted to the
department by the counties and municipalities and must describe
the enhancement of the traffic safety and enforcement programs.

(5) Procedures for a hearing under this section are as
follows:

(a) The department shall publish and make available
electronically to each county and municipality a model Request
for Hearing form to assist each county and municipality ‘eeat
goverament administering this section.

(b) The ehaerter—ecounty;—nonecharter county+ or municipality

electing to authorize traffic infraction enforcement officers to

issue traffic citations under paragraph (1) (a) shall designate
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by resolution existing staff to serve as the clerk to the local
hearing officer.

(c) Any person, herein referred to as the “petitioner,” who
elects to request a hearing under paragraph (1) (b) must shadd be

scheduled for a hearing. The hearing may be conducted either

virtually through live video conferencing or in person. The

clerk to the local hearing officer shall provide the petitioner

with notice of the hearing, including the option for a wvirtual

1 + +h ] ol
T cO—CcitIC—O0CT—T

or in-person hearing, which must by—the—el

q
m

=N
o

£ PN I
PR N U S ) (& [N SN A Ny @ )

o—appeaT
Arotiee—+o be sent by first-class mail. Upon receipt of the
notice, the petitioner may reschedule the hearing up to two
times enee by submitting a written request to reschedule to the
clerk to the local hearing officer+ at least 5 calendar days
before the day of the originally scheduled hearing. The
petitioner may cancel his or her appearance before the local
hearing officer by paying the penalty assessed under paragraph
(1) (b), plus $50 in administrative costs, before the start of
the hearing.

(6) (a)l. A traffic infraction detector may not be used for

remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by a traffic

infraction detector to enforce violations of s. 316.074 (1) or s.

316.075(1) (c)1. does not constitute remote surveillance.

2. Video and images recorded by a traffic infraction

detector may be used only for the enforcement of violations of
s. 316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1. and for purposes of

determining criminal or civil liability for incidents captured

by the traffic infraction detector incidental to the permissible

use of a traffic infraction detector.
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378 3. To the extent practicable, a traffic infraction detector

379 must use necessary technology to ensure that personal

380 identifying information contained in the video and images

381 recorded by the traffic infraction detector which is not

382 relevant to the alleged violation is sufficiently obscured so as

383 to not reveal such personal identifying information.

384 4. A notice of violation or a uniform traffic citation

385 issued under this section may not be dismissed solely because

386| the recorded video or images reveal personal identifying

387 information as provided in subparagraph 3. as long as a

388 reasonable effort has been made to comply with this subsection.

389 (b) Any recorded video or image obtained through the use of

390 a traffic infraction detector must be destroyed within 90 days

391 after the final disposition of the recorded event. The vendor of

392 the traffic infraction detector must provide the county or

393| municipality with written notice by December 31 of each year

394 that such records have been destroyed in accordance with this

395| paragraph.

396 (c) Notwithstanding any other law, motor vehicle

397 registration and owner information obtained as the result of the

398 operation of a traffic infraction detector is not the property

399 of the manufacturer or vendor of the traffic infraction detector

400 and may be used only for purposes authorized in this section.

401 Section 5. Section 316.00831, Florida Statutes, is

402 repealed.
403 Section 6. Section 316.07456, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
404 to read:

405 316.07456 Traffic infraction detectors; specifications

406| TFremsitional impltementatien.—Any traffic infraction detector
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deployed on the highways, streets, and roads of this state must
meet specifications established by the Department of
Transportation, and must be tested at regular intervals

according to specifications prescribed by the Department of

Transportation. FhePbepartment——of Froasportationmast—estantisa

on 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection

(3) of section 316.0776, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.0776 Traffic infraction detectors; speed detection
systems; placement and installation.—

(2)

(b) If the department, county, or municipality begins a
traffic infraction detector program in a county or municipality
that has never conducted such a program, the respective
department, county, or municipality must shai+ also make a
public announcement and conduct a public awareness campaign of
the proposed use of traffic infraction detectors at least 30

days before commencing the enforcement program. During the 30-

day public awareness campaign, only a warning may be issued to

the registered owner of a motor vehicle for a violation of s.

316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1. enforced by a traffic

infraction detector, and a penalty may not be imposed pursuant
to s. 318.18(16) (a)2. or 3.
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436 (3) A speed detection system authorized by s. 316.008(9)
437| may be placed or installed in a school zone on a state road when
438| permitted by the Department of Transportation and in accordance
439| with placement and installation specifications developed by the
440 Department of Transportation. The speed detection system may be
441| placed or installed in a school zone on a street or highway
442 under the jurisdiction of a county or a municipality in
443| accordance with placement and installation specifications

444 established by the Department of Transportation. Fhe PBepartment
445| efTFransportatieonmust—establish sueh plaocementand installation

mh 21
O po

446 e~ £ A A T, N~ 202
SpC T Ca oS oy oCteh oz

ex 7
447 (a) If a county or municipality places or installs a speed
448 detection system as authorized by s. 316.008(9), the county or
449| municipality must notify the public that a speed detection

450 system may be in use by posting signage indicating photographic
451 or video enforcement of the school zone speed limits. Such

452 signage must shadd clearly designate the time period during

453| which the school zone speed limits are enforced using a speed
454 detection system and must meet the placement and installation
455 specifications established by the Department of Transportation.

456 For a speed detection system enforcing violations of s. 316.1895

457 o¥r—s5+—3+6-1+83 on a roadway maintained as a school zone, this

458| paragraph governs the signage notifying the public of the use of
459 a speed detection system.

460 (b) If a county or municipality begins a school zone speed
461 detection system program in a county or municipality that has
462 never conducted such a program, the respective county or

463| municipality must make a public announcement and conduct a

464| public awareness campaign of the proposed use of speed detection
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systems at least 30 days before commencing enforcement under the
speed detection system program and must notify the public of the
specific date on which the program will commence. During the 30-
day public awareness campaign, only a warning may be issued to

the registered owner of a motor vehicle for a violation of s.

316.1895 e¥r—s+—316-183 enforced by a speed detection system, and
liability may not be imposed for the civil penalty under s.
318.18(3) (d) .

(c) A county or municipality that operates one or more

school zone speed detection systems shall must annually report

the results of all systems within the county’s or municipality’s
jurisdiction by placing the report required under s.
316.1896(16) (a) as a single reporting item on the agenda of a
regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body. Before a county or municipality contracts or
renews a contract to place or install a speed detection system
in a school zone pursuant to s. 316.008(9), the county or
municipality must approve the contract or contract renewal at a
regular or special meeting of the county’s or municipality’s
governing body.

1. Interested members of the public must be allowed to
comment regarding the report, contract, or contract renewal
under the county’s or municipality’s public comment policies or
procedures fermats, and the report, contract, or contract
renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

2. The report required under this paragraph must include a
written summary, which must be read aloud at the regular or
special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time

period pertaining to the annual report to the department under
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s. 316.189%906(16) (a), the number of notices of violation issued,
the number that were contested, the number that were upheld, the
number that were dismissed, the number that were issued as
uniform traffic citations, and the number that were paid and how
collected funds were distributed and in what amounts. The county
or municipality shall must report to the department that the
county’s or municipality’s annual report was considered in
accordance with this paragraph, including the date of the
regular or special meeting at which the annual report was
considered.

3. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this

paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—3+6-183 enforced by a speed
detection system in a school zone.

4, A county or municipality that does not comply with this

paragraph may not operate a speed detection system under this

section until such noncompliance is corrected.

Section 8. Subsection (1), paragraph (c) of subsection (2),
and subsections (4), (o), (18), and (19) of section 316.173,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.173 School bus infraction detection systems.—

(1) (a) A school district may install and operate a school
bus infraction detection system on a school bus for the purpose
of enforcing s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b) as provided in and
consistent with this section.

(b) A school district that desires to install one or more

school bus infraction detection systems on school buses in its

fleet must have specific authorization from the district school

board to place or install, or contract with a vendor to install,
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523 operate, and maintain, school bus infraction detection systems

524 to enforce s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b). As part of a public hearing

525 held by the school board on such authorization, the school board

526| shall consider traffic data or other evidence supporting the

527 installation and operation of each school bus infraction

528 detection system, and the school board shall determine whether

529 the school bus route for which each school bus infraction

530 detection system is to be placed or installed constitutes a

531| heightened safety risk that warrants additional enforcement

532 measures. Interested members of the public must be allowed to

533 comment regarding a contract or renewal of a contract for the

534 installation, operation, and maintenance of school bus

535 infraction detection systems under the school board’s public

536 comment policies or procedures, and the contract or contract

537 renewal may not be considered as part of a consent agenda.

538 (c) After an affirmative vote from the school board

539| authorizing such a contract, the school district may enter into

540| a contract with a private vendor or manufacturer to install a
541| school bus infraction detection system on any school bus in
542 within its fleet, whether owned, contracted, or leased, and for

543 services including, but not limited to, the installation,

544 operation, and maintenance of the system. FThe—secheol distrietls
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546| be—Pbesed—setelyon—theneed—+tso
547 individual may not receive a commission from any revenue

548 collected from violations detected through the use of a school
549| Dbus infraction detection system. A private vendor or

550 manufacturer may not receive a fee or remuneration based upon

551 the number of violations detected through the use of a school
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bus infraction detection system. This paragraph may not be
construed to prohibit a private vendor or manufacturer from
receiving a fixed amount of collected proceeds for service
rendered in relation to the installation, operation, or
maintenance of school bus infraction detection systems.

(d)+4e> The school district shall must ensure that each
school bus infraction detection system meets the requirements of
subsection (19).

(e)4d Before beginning its school bus infraction detection

system program, a £he school district must enter into an

interlocal agreement with one or more law enforcement agencies
authorized to enforce violations of s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b)
within the school district which jointly establishes the
responsibilities of enforcement and the reimbursement of costs
associated with school bus infraction detection systems
consistent with this section.

(f) For purposes of administering this section, a law

enforcement agency may authorize a traffic infraction

enforcement officer under s. 316.640 to issue uniform traffic

citations for wviolations of s. 316.172(1) (a) and (b). This

paragraph does not prohibit the review of information from a

school bus infraction detection system by an authorized employee

or agent of the school district or law enforcement agency before

issuance of the traffic citation by the traffic infraction

enforcement officer. This paragraph does not prohibit the law

enforcement agency or its designee from issuing a notification

as provided in subsection (5) to the registered owner of the

motor vehicle involved in the violation of s. 316.172(1) (a) or
(b) .
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585 (4) Within 30 days after an alleged violation of s.

586 316.172 (1) (a) or (b) is recorded by a school bus infraction

587| detection system, the school district or the private vendor or
588 manufacturer under paragraph (1) (c) > must submit the

589| following information to a law enforcement agency that has

590| entered into an interlocal agreement with the school district
591 pursuant to paragraph (1) (e) 44> and has traffic infraction
592| enforcement jurisdiction at the location where the alleged

593| wviolation occurred:

594 (a) A copy of the recorded video and images showing the
595 motor vehicle allegedly violating s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b).

596 (b) The motor vehicle’s license plate number and the state
597 of issuance of the motor vehicle’s license plate.

598 (c) The date, time, and location of the alleged violation.
599 (6) (a) A local hearing officer appointed by the school

600| district or county shall administer a ap—administrative hearing

601| process for a contested notice of violation. Fhe—school distriet
602
603

604 as—a—toecat—hearingoffieer- The county in which a school

605| district has entered into an interlocal agreement with a law
606| enforcement agency to issue uniform traffic citations may

607 designate by resolution existing staff to serve as clerk to the

608 local hearing officer. At the administratisze hearing, the local

609| hearing officer shall determine whether a violation of s.
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316.172 (1) (a) or (b) has occurred. If the local hearing officer
finds by—a—preponderance—ofthe-evidenece that a violation has
occurred, the local hearing officer must uphold the notice of
violation and require the petitioner to pay the penalty
previously assessed under s. 318.18(5). The local hearing
officer may shaddt also require the petitioner to pay costs
consistent with this subsection.

(b) Procedures for a an—administrative hearing conducted
under this subsection are as follows:

1. The department shall make available electronically to

the school district er—its—desigree or the county a Request for
Hearing form to assist each district or county with
administering this subsection.

2. A person, referred to in this paragraph as the
petitioner, who elects to request a hearing under this
subsection must shat+ be scheduled for a hearing. The hearing
may be conducted either virtually through wizm live video
conferencing or in person.

3. The clerk to the local hearing officer shall provide the

petitioner with notice of the hearing, including the option for

a virtual or in-person hearing, which must be sent Within120
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Mailing of the notice of hearing constitutes notification. Upon

receipt of the notice ef—hearing, the petitioner may reschedule

the hearing up to two times emree by submitting a written request

to the local hearing officer at least 5 calendar days before the
day of the originally scheduled hearing. The petitioner may
cancel his or her hearing by paying the penalty assessed in the
notice of violation.

4. All testimony at the hearing must shai+ be under oath

and recorded. The local hearing officer shall take testimony

from a representative of the law enforcement agency and the

petitioner+ and may take testimony from others. The local
hearing officer shall review the video and images recorded by a
school bus infraction detection system. Formal rules of evidence
do not apply, but due process shall be observed and govern the
proceedings.

5. At the conclusion of the hearing, the local hearing

officer shall determine by —a—preponderance—of—the—evidenee
whether a violation has occurred and shall uphold or dismiss the
violation. The local hearing officer shall issue a final
administrative order including the determination and, if the
notice of violation is upheld, must require the petitioner to
pay the civil penalty previously assessed in the notice of
violation, and may shai+ also require the petitioner to pay
costs, not to exceed those established in s. 316.0083(5) (e), to
be used by the county for operational costs relating to the
hearing process or by the school district for technology and
operational costs relating to the hearing process as well as
school transportation safety-related initiatives. The final

administrative order must shalt be mailed to the petitioner by

Page 23 of 49

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
679
680
681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696

Florida Senate - 2026 CS for SB 654

596-02020-26 2026654cl
first-class mail.

6. An aggrieved party may appeal a final administrative
order consistent with the process provided in s. 162.11.

(c) Any hearing for a contested notice of violation that
has not been conducted before July 1, 2025, may be conducted
pursuant to the procedures in this subsection within 1 year
after such date.

(18) (a)1l. A school district that operates one or more

school bus infraction detection systems shall annually report

the results of all such systems operated within the school

district by placing the annual report to the department required

under paragraph (b) as a single reporting item on the agenda of

a regular or special meeting of the school board.

2. Interested members of the public must be allowed to

comment regarding the report under the school board’s public

comment policies or procedures, and the report may not be

considered as part of a consent agenda.

3. The report required under this paragraph must include a

written summary, which must be read aloud at the regular or

special meeting, and the summary must contain, for the same time

period as the annual report to the department under paragraph

(b), the number of school buses that have a school bus

infraction detection system installed, including the date of

installation and, if applicable, the date the systems were

removed; the number of notices of violations issued and the

number that were contested, the number that were upheld, the

number that were dismissed, the number that were issued as

uniform traffic citations, and the number that were paid; and

the manner in which collected funds were distributed and in what
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amounts.

4. The compliance or sufficiency of compliance with this

paragraph may not be raised in a proceeding challenging a

violation of s. 316.172(a) or (b) enforced by a school bus

infraction detection system.

5. A school district that does not comply with this

paragraph may not operate school bus infraction detection

systems under this section until such noncompliance is

corrected.

(b) By October 1, annually 2023—and—~guarterty—thereafter,

each school district operating a school bus infraction detection
system shall mwst submit, in consultation with the law
enforcement agencies with which it has interlocal agreements
pursuant to this section, a report to the department which
details the results of the school bus infraction detection
systems in the school district during the preceding state fiscal

year in—thepreeeding—-euarter. The information from the school

districts must be submitted in a form and manner determined by

the department;—whieh—+the departmentmustmake avatrtable—fteo—+the

the following:

1. The number of school buses that have a school bus
infraction detection system installed, including the date of
installation and, if applicable, the date the systems were
removed.

2. The number of notices of violations issued, the number
that were contested, the number that were upheld, the number
that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform

traffic citations, and the number that were paid.
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3. Data for each infraction to determine locations in need
of safety improvements. Such data may include, but is not
limited to, global positioning system coordinates of the
infraction, the date and time of the infraction, and the name of
the school that the school bus was transporting students to or
from.
4. Any other statistical data and information required by

the department to complete the report required by paragraph (c).

The department shall publish on its website each report

submitted by a school district pursuant to this paragraph.

(c)+b> Each school district that operates a school bus
infraction detection system is responsible for and shall must
maintain its respective data for reporting purposes under this
subsection for at least 2 years after such data is reported to
the department.

(d)$e> On or before December 31, 2624——=and annually
thereafter, the department shall submit a summary report to the
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives regarding the use and operation of
school bus infraction detection systems under this section,
along with the department’s recommendations and any recommended
legislation. The summary report must include a review of the
information submitted to the department by the school districts
and must describe the enhancement of traffic safety and
enforcement programs.

(19) A school bus infraction detection system must meet
specifications established by the State Board of Education and

must be tested at regular intervals according to specifications
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Such violation must be evidenced by a speed detection system
described in ss. 316.008(9) and 316.0776(3). This subsection
does not prohibit a review of information from a speed detection
system by an authorized employee or agent of a county or
municipality before issuance of the uniform traffic citation by
the traffic infraction enforcement officer. This subsection does
not prohibit a county or municipality from issuing notices as
provided in subsection (2) to the registered owner of the motor

vehicle for a violation of s. 316.1895. The school zone speed

limit may not be enforced through the use of a speed detection

system if any flashing beacon used to provide notice of the

times during which a restrictive school speed limit is being

enforced in the school zone is not activated at the time of the

violation er—s+—31+6-3383.

(2) Within 30 days after a violation, notice must be sent
to the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the
violation specifying the remedies available under s. 318.14 and
that the violator must pay the penalty under s. 318.18(3) (d) to
the county or municipality, or furnish an affidavit in
accordance with subsection (8), within 30 days after the date of

the notice of violation in order to avoid court fees, costs, and
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the issuance of a uniform traffic citation. The notice of
violation must:

(b) Include a photograph or other recorded image showing
the license plate of the motor vehicle; the date, time, and
location of the violation; the maximum speed at which the motor

vehicle was traveling within the school zone; and the speed

limit within the school zone at—the—time—-ofthevielation.

(c) Include a notice that the owner has the right to
review, in person or remotely, the photograph or video captured
by the speed detection system and the evidence of the speed of
the motor vehicle detected by the speed detection system which

constitute a rebuttable presumption that the motor vehicle was

used in violation of s. 316.1895 er—s—336-183.

(3) Notwithstanding any other law, a person who receives a
notice of violation under this section may request a hearing
within 60 36 days after the notice of violation or may pay the
penalty pursuant to the notice of violation, but a payment or
fee may not be required before the hearing requested by the
person. The notice of violation must be accompanied by, or
direct the person to a website that provides, information on the
person’s right to request a hearing and on all costs related
thereto and a form used for requesting a hearing. As used in
this subsection, the term “person” includes a natural person,
the registered owner or co-owner of a motor vehicle, or the
person identified in an affidavit as having actual care,
custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the
violation.

(5) Penalties assessed and collected by the county or

municipality authorized to collect the funds provided for in
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this section, less the amount retained by the county or
municipality pursuant to paragraphs (b) and (e) paragraph—{b)

and—paragraph—+{e)r and the amount remitted to the county school
district pursuant to paragraph (d), must be paid to the

Department of Revenue weekly. Such payment must be made by means
of electronic funds transfer. In addition to the payment, a
detailed summary of the penalties remitted must be reported to
the Department of Revenue. Penalties to be assessed and
collected by the county or municipality as established in s.
318.18(3) (d) must be remitted as follows:

(a) Twenty dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) Sixty dollars must be retained by the county or
municipality and must be used to administer speed detection
systems in school zones and other public safety initiatives.

(c) Three dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Department of Law Enforcement
Criminal Justice Standards and Training Trust Fund.

(d) Twelve dollars must be remitted to the county school
district in which the violation occurred and must be used for
school security initiatives, for student transportation, or to
improve the safety of student walking conditions. Funds remitted
under this paragraph must be shared with charter schools in the
district based on each charter school’s proportionate share of
the district’s total unweighted full-time equivalent student
enrollment and must be used for school security initiatives or
to improve the safety of student walking conditions.

(e) Five dollars must be retained by the county or

municipality for the School Crossing Guard Recruitment and
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Retention Program pursuant to s. 316.1894.

An individual may not receive a commission or per-ticket fee

from any revenue collected from violations detected through the

use of a speed detection system. A manufacturer or vendor of

speed detection systems may not receive a fee or remuneration

based upon the number of violations detected through the use of

a speed detection system.

(6) A uniform traffic citation must be issued by mailing
the uniform traffic citation by certified mail to the address of
the registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in the
violation if payment has not been made within 60 36 days after
notification under subsection (2), if the registered owner has
not requested a hearing as authorized under subsection (3), and
if the registered owner has not submitted an affidavit in
accordance with subsection (8).

(a) Delivery of the uniform traffic citation constitutes
notification of a violation under this subsection. If the
registered owner or co-owner of the motor vehicle; the person
identified as having care, custody, or control of the motor
vehicle at the time of the wviolation; or a duly authorized
representative of the owner, co-owner, or identified person
initiates a proceeding to challenge the citation pursuant to
this section, such person waives any challenge or dispute as to
the delivery of the uniform traffic citation.

(b) In the case of joint ownership of a motor vehicle, the
uniform traffic citation must be mailed to the first name
appearing on the motor vehicle registration, unless the first

name appearing on the registration is a business organization,
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in which case the second name appearing on the registration may
be used.

(c) The uniform traffic citation mailed to the registered
owner of the motor vehicle involved in the infraction must be
accompanied by the information described in paragraphs (2) (b)-
(d) .

(7) The registered owner of the motor vehicle involved in
the violation is responsible and liable for paying the uniform
traffic citation issued for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s—
316183 unless the owner can establish that:

(a) The motor vehicle was, at the time of the violation, in
the care, custody, or control of another person;

(b) A uniform traffic citation was issued by law
enforcement to the driver of the motor vehicle for the alleged

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—336-383; or

(c) The motor vehicle’s owner was deceased on or before the
date of the alleged violation, as established by an affidavit
submitted by the representative of the motor vehicle owner’s
estate or other identified person or family member.

(8) To establish such facts under subsection (7), the
registered owner of the motor vehicle must, within 60 36 days
after the date of issuance of the notice of violation or the
uniform traffic citation, furnish to the appropriate
governmental entity an affidavit setting forth information
supporting an exception under subsection (7).

(a) An affidavit supporting the exception under paragraph
(7) (a) must include the name, address, date of birth, and, if
known, the driver license number of the person who leased,

rented, or otherwise had care, custody, or control of the motor
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929| wvehicle at the time of the alleged violation. If the motor
930 vehicle was stolen at the time of the alleged violation, the
931 affidavit must include the police report indicating that the
932| motor vehicle was stolen.
933 (b) If a uniform traffic citation for a violation of s.
934| 316.1895 er—s-—346~

83 was issued at the location of the

H

935 violation by a law enforcement officer, the affidavit must

936| include the serial number of the uniform traffic citation.

937 (c) If the motor vehicle’s owner to whom a notice of

938| wviolation or a uniform traffic citation has been issued is

939| deceased, the affidavit must include a certified copy of the

940 owner’s death certificate showing that the date of death

941 occurred on or before the date of the alleged violation and one
942 of the following:

943 1. A bill of sale or other document showing that the

944 deceased owner’s motor vehicle was sold or transferred after his
945 or her death but on or before the date of the alleged violation.
946 2. Documented proof that the registered license plate

947| Dbelonging to the deceased owner’s motor vehicle was returned to
948 the department or any branch office or authorized agent of the
949| department after his or her death but on or before the date of
950 the alleged violation.

951 3. A copy of the police report showing that the deceased
952 owner’s registered license plate or motor vehicle was stolen

953 after his or her death but on or before the date of the alleged
954| wviolation.

955

956| Upon receipt of the affidavit and documentation required under

957| paragraphs (b) and (c), or 60 36 days after the date of issuance
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958 of a notice of violation sent to a person identified as having
959 care, custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the time of
960 the violation under paragraph (a), the county or municipality
961| must dismiss the notice or citation and provide proof of such
962| dismissal to the person who submitted the affidavit. If, within
963 30 days after the date of a notice of violation sent to a person
964 under subsection (9), the county or municipality receives an
965 affidavit under subsection (10) from the person sent a notice of
966| wviolation affirming that the person did not have care, custody,
967 or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the wviolation,
968 the county or municipality must notify the registered owner that
969| the notice or citation will not be dismissed due to failure to
970 establish that another person had care, custody, or control of
971 the motor vehicle at the time of the violation.
972 (9) Upon receipt of an affidavit under paragraph (8) (a),
973 the county or municipality may issue the person identified as
974| having care, custody, or control of the motor vehicle at the
975 time of the violation a notice of violation pursuant to

976 subsection (2) for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—336+-383. The

977 affidavit is admissible in a proceeding pursuant to this section
978 for the purpose of providing evidence that the person identified
979 in the affidavit was in actual care, custody, or control of the
980| motor vehicle. The owner of a leased motor vehicle for which a
981| wuniform traffic citation is issued for a violation of s.

982 316.1895 exr—s+—33+61%

983 traffic citation and is not required to submit an affidavit as

do

3 is not responsible for paying the uniform

984 specified in subsection (8) if the motor vehicle involved in the
985| wviolation is registered in the name of the lessee of such motor

986 vehicle.
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(12) The photograph or video captured by a speed detection

system and the evidence of the speed of the motor vehicle

detected by a speed detection system which are attached to or

referenced in the uniform traffic citation are evidence of a

violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—33+6+383 and are admissible in any
proceeding to enforce this section. The photograph or video and
the evidence of speed detected raise a rebuttable presumption
that the motor vehicle named in the report or shown in the
photograph or video was used in violation of s. 316.1895 exr—s—
36183,

(13) This section supplements the enforcement of s.

316.1895 s55+—3+6-3885—and316-183 by a law enforcement officer
and does not prohibit a law enforcement officer from issuing a
uniform traffic citation for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s—
3+6-183.

(14) A hearing under this section must be conducted under
the procedures established by s. 316.0083(5) and as follows:

(c) A person, referred to in this subsection as the
“petitioner,” who elects to request a hearing under subsection
(3) must be scheduled for a hearing by the clerk to the local

hearing officer. The hearing may be conducted either virtually

through live video conferencing or in person. The clerk to the

local hearing officer shall provide must—furaish the petitioner

with notice of the hearing, including the option for a virtual

or in-person hearing, which must be sent by first-class mail.

Upon receipt of the notice, the petitioner may reschedule the
hearing up to two times by submitting a written request to
reschedule to the clerk at least 5 calendar days before the day

of the scheduled hearing. The petitioner may cancel his or her
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1016 appearance before the local hearing officer by paying the
1017| penalty assessed under subsection (2), plus the administrative
1018 costs established in s. 316.0083(5) (c), before the start of the
1019| hearing.
1020 (15) (a) A speed detection system in a school zone may not
1021| be used for remote surveillance. The collection of evidence by a

1022 speed detection system to enforce violations of s. 316.1895 ss5=

t
1023 3163189 5—and3+6-1+83, or user-controlled pan or tilt adjustments
1024 of speed detection system components, do not constitute remote
1025 surveillance. Recorded video or photographs collected by as—part
1026| ef a speed detection system in a school zone may only be used to

1027 document violations of s. 316.1895 s5+—31+6-31885—and 316383 and

1028 for purposes of determining criminal or civil liability for

1029 incidents captured by the speed detection system incidental to
1030 the permissible use of the speed detection system.

1031 (16) (a) Each county or municipality that operates one or
1032| more speed detection systems shall must submit a report by

1033 October 1, 2824+—and annually £hereafter, to the department

1034| which identifies the public safety objectives used to identify a
1035 school zone for enforcement under this section, reports

1036 compliance with s. 316.0776(3) (c), and details the results of

1037 the speed detection system in the school zone during the

1038| preceding state fiscal year and the procedures for enforcement.

1039 The information from counties and municipalities must be

1040 submitted in a form and manner determined by the department+
1041 | which—+the department must make avaitlable +to+the counties—and
1042| muonteipatities by Auvgust 12023 and the department may reguire

1043| deta—components—to—besubmitted—eguarterdty. The report must
1044 include at least the following:
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1. Information related to the location of each speed

detection system, including the geocoordinates of the school

zone, the directional approach of the speed detection system,

the school name, the school level, the times the speed detection

system was active, the restricted school zone speed limit

enforced pursuant to s. 316.1895(5), theposted—speed—timit

21 &
> 6

A o+ 4+ 2o +heawr +han +1h A S 1o Iy o 1QQE (B
O —Cc Tttt Ottt —Ccrioitr oS C—au Tttt 20Oy S~ T LT OO\

[0)]

~ ’

the date the systems were activated to enforce violations of s.
316.1895 s5+—3+6-38985and 316183, and, if applicable, the date
the systems were deactivated.

2. The number of notices of violation issued, the number
that were contested, the number that were upheld, the number
that were dismissed, the number that were issued as uniform
traffic citations, and the number that were paid.

3. Any other statistical data and information related to
the procedures for enforcement which is required by the

department to complete the report required under paragraph (c).

The department shall publish on its website each report

submitted by a county or municipality pursuant to this

paragraph.
(c) On or before December 31, 28247—=nd annually
thereafter, the department shall must submit a summary report to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives regarding the use of speed
detection systems under this section, along with any recommended

legislation legistative recommendations—freom—the department. The

summary report must include a review of the information

submitted to the department by the counties and municipalities
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and must describe the enhancement of safety and enforcement
programs.

Section 10. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section
316.1906, Florida Statutes, i1s reordered and amended, and
subsection (3) of that section is amended, to read:

316.1906 Radar speed-measuring devices; speed detection
systems; evidence, admissibility.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—

(d) “Officer” means any:

2.3~ “Law enforcement officer” who is elected, appointed,
or employed full time by any municipality or the state or any
political subdivision thereof; who is vested with the authority
to bear arms and make arrests; and whose primary responsibility
is the prevention and detection of crime or the enforcement of
the penal, criminal, traffic, or highway laws of the state;

3.2+ Y“Part-time law enforcement officer” who is employed or
appointed less than full time, as defined by an employing
agency, with or without compensation; who is vested with
authority to bear arms and make arrests; and whose primary
responsibility is the prevention and detection of crime or the
enforcement of the penal, criminal, traffic, or highway laws of
the state; or

1.3+ YAuxiliary law enforcement officer” who is employed or
appointed, with or without compensation; who aids or assists a
full-time or part-time law enforcement officer; and who, while
under the direct supervision of a full-time or part-time law
enforcement officer, has the authority to arrest and perform law
enforcement functions; e

4., “Traffic infraction enforcement officer” who is employed
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or appointed, with or without compensation, and satisfies the
requirements of s. 316.640(5) and is vested with authority to
enforce violations of s. 316.1895 ss5+—3+6-18585—and 31631383
pursuant to s. 316.1896.

(3) A speed detection system is exempt from the design
requirements for radar or LiDAR units established by the
department. A speed detection system must have the ability to
perform self-tests as to its detection accuracy. The system must
perform a self-test at least once every 30 days. The law
enforcement agency, or an agent acting on behalf of the law
enforcement agency, operating a speed detection system must
maintain a log of the results of the system’s self-tests. The
law enforcement agency, or an agent acting on behalf of the law
enforcement agency, operating a speed detection system must also
perform an independent calibration test on the speed detection
system at least once every 12 months. The self-test logs, as
well as the results of the annual calibration test, are

admissible in any court proceeding for a uniform traffic

citation issued for a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s+—3+6-383
enforced pursuant to s. 316.1896. Notwithstanding subsection
(2), evidence of the speed of a motor vehicle detected by a
speed detection system compliant with this subsection and the

determination by a traffic infraction enforcement officer that a

motor vehicle is operating in excess of the applicable speed
limit is admissible in any proceeding with respect to an alleged
violation of law regulating the speed of motor vehicles in
school zones.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section

316.640, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1132 316.640 Enforcement.—The enforcement of the traffic laws of
1133 this state is vested as follows:
1134 (5) (a) Any sheriff’s department or police department of a
1135| municipality may employ, as a traffic infraction enforcement
1136| officer, any individual who successfully completes instruction
1137 in traffic enforcement procedures and court presentation through
1138 the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program as approved by the
1139 Division of Criminal Justice Standards and Training of the
1140 Department of Law Enforcement, or through a similar program, but
1141| who does not necessarily otherwise meet the uniform minimum
1142 standards established by the Criminal Justice Standards and
1143 Training Commission for law enforcement officers or auxiliary
1144 law enforcement officers under s. 943.13. Any such traffic
1145 infraction enforcement officer who observes the commission of a
1146 traffic infraction or, in the case of a parking infraction, who
1147 observes an illegally parked vehicle may issue a traffic
1148 citation for the infraction when, based upon personal
1149 investigation, he or she has reasonable and probable grounds to
1150| believe that an offense has been committed which constitutes a
1151| noncriminal traffic infraction as defined in s. 318.14. In
1152 addition, any such traffic infraction enforcement officer may
1153 issue a traffic citation under ss. 316.0083, 316.173, and
1154 316.1896 s5+—3+6-0083—and316-1896. For purposes of enforcing

1155 ss. 316.074(1), 316.075(1) (c)1., 316.172(1) (a) and (b), and
1156| 316.1895(10) ss5+316-0083+——316-3895+—and316-383, any sheriff’s

1157 department or police department of a municipality may designate
1158 employees as traffic infraction enforcement officers. The

1159| traffic infraction enforcement officers must be physically

1160 located in the county of the respective sheriff’s or police
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1161 department.
1162 Section 12. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1163 316.650, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1164 316.650 Traffic citations.—
1165 (3)
1166 (c) If a traffic citation is issued under s. 316.0083, s.

1167 316.173, or s. 316.1896, the traffic infraction enforcement

1168| officer must shadtd provide by electronic transmission a replica
1169| of the traffic citation data to the court having jurisdiction
1170| over the alleged offense or its traffic violations bureau within
1171 5 business days after the date of issuance of the traffic

1172 citation to the violator. If a hearing is requested, the traffic
1173| infraction enforcement officer must shald provide a replica of
1174| the #£xaffie notice of violation data to the clerk to fer the
1175 local hearing officer having jurisdiction over the alleged

1176 offense within 14 days.

1177 Section 13. Subsection (3) of section 318.15, Florida

1178 Statutes, is amended to read:

1179 318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
1180| penalty.—

1181 (3) The clerk shall notify the department of persons who
1182| were mailed a notice of violation of s. 316.074(1l) or s.

1183 316.075(1) (c)1. pursuant to s. 316.0083, of s. 316.172(1) (a) or
1184 (b) pursuant to s. 316.173, or of s. 316.1895(10) pursuant to s.
1185 316.1896, and who failed to enter into, or comply with the terms

1186 of, a penalty payment plan, or order with the clerk to the local
1187 hearing officer or failed to appear at a scheduled hearing
1188| within 10 days after such failure, and shall reference the

1189| person’s driver license number, or in the case of a business
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1190 entity, vehicle registration number.
1191 (a) Upon receipt of such notice, the department, or
1192 authorized agent thereof, may not issue a license plate or
1193| revalidation sticker for any motor vehicle owned or co-owned by
1194 that person pursuant to s. 320.03(8) until the amounts assessed
1195| have been fully paid.
1196 (b) After the issuance of the person’s license plate or
1197 revalidation sticker is withheld pursuant to paragraph (a), the
1198| person may challenge the withholding of the license plate or
1199| revalidation sticker only on the basis that the outstanding
1200 fines and civil penalties have been paid pursuant to s.
1201 320.03(8).
1202 Section 14. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3), paragraphs (a)
1203 and (b) of subsection (5), and subsection (23) of section
1204 318.18, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1205 318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a
1206| noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal
1207 offense listed in s. 318.17 are as follows:
1208 (3)
1209 (d)1. Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (c), a person
1210 cited for a violation of s. 316.1895(10) er—s+—336-383 for

1211| exceeding the speed limit in force at the time of the violation
1212 on a roadway maintained as a school zone as provided in s.

1213 316.1895, when enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement
1214 officer pursuant to s. 316.1896, must pay a fine of $100. Fines
1215 collected under this paragraph must be distributed as follows:
1216 a. Twenty dollars must be remitted to the Department of
1217 Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

1218 b. Seventy-seven dollars must be distributed to the county
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for any violations occurring in any unincorporated areas of the
county or to the municipality for any violations occurring in
the incorporated boundaries of the municipality in which the
infraction occurred, to be used as provided in s. 316.1896(5).

c. Three dollars must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Department of Law Enforcement
Criminal Justice Standards and Training Trust Fund to be used as
provided in s. 943.25.

2. If a person who is mailed a notice of violation or a
uniform traffic citation for a violation of s. 316.1895(10) e=
s+—3+6-1383, as enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement
officer under s. 316.1896, presents documentation from the
appropriate governmental entity that the notice of violation or
uniform traffic citation was in error, the clerk of court or
clerk to the local hearing officer may dismiss the case. The
clerk of court or clerk to the local hearing officer may not
charge for this service.

3. An individual may not receive a commission or per-ticket

fee from any revenue collected from violations detected through

the use of a speed detection system. A manufacturer or vendor

may not receive a fee or remuneration based upon the number of

violations detected through the use of a speed detection system.

(5) (a)1l. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., $200 for a
violation of s. 316.172(1) (a), failure to stop for a school bus.
If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have
committed this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil
penalty of $200. In addition to this penalty, for a second or
subsequent offense within a period of 5 years, the department

shall suspend the driver license of the person for not less than
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180 days and not more than 1 year.

2. If a violation of s. 316.172(1) (a) is enforced by a
school bus infraction detection system pursuant to s. 316.173,
the penalty of $200 shall be imposed. If, at a ar—administrative
hearing contesting a notice of violation or uniform traffic
citation, the alleged offender is found to have committed this
offense, a minimum civil penalty of $200 shall be imposed.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law except s. 28.37(6),

the civil penalties assessed under this subparagraph resulting
from a notice of violation or uniform traffic citation shall be
remitted to the school district at least monthly and used
pursuant to s. 316.173(8).

(b)1l. Except as provided in subparagraph 2., $400 for a
violation of s. 316.172(1) (b), passing a school bus on the side
that children enter and exit when the school bus displays a stop
signal. If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have
committed this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil
penalty of $400.

2. If a violation of s. 316.172(1) (b) is enforced by a
school bus infraction detection system pursuant to s. 316.173,
the penalty under this subparagraph is a minimum of $200. If, at
a hearing contesting a notice of violation or uniform traffic
citation, the alleged offender is found to have committed this
offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil penalty of $200.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law except s. 28.37(6),

the civil penalties assessed under this subparagraph resulting
from notice of violation or uniform traffic citation shall be
remitted to the school district at least monthly and used

pursuant to s. 316.173(8).
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3. In addition to this penalty, for a second or subsequent
offense within a period of 5 years, the department shall suspend
the driver license of the person for not less than 360 days and
not more than 2 years.
(23) In addition to the penalty prescribed under s.
316.0083, s. 316.173, or s. 316.1895 for violations enforced

under those sections s+—3+6-06683 which are upheld by the local

hearing officer, the local hearing officer may also order the

payment of county, e¥ municipal, or school district costs, not

to exceed $250.

Section 15. Subsection (12) of section 320.02, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
forms.—

(12) The department is authorized to withhold registration
or reregistration of any motor vehicle if the owner, or one of
the co-owners of the vehicle:s

(a) Has a driver license which is under suspension for the
failure to remit payment of any fines levied in this state
pursuant to chapter 318 or chapter 322; or

(b) Received a traffic citation for a wviolation of s.
316.074(1) or s. 316.075(1)(c)1l., s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b), or s.
316.1895(10), as enforced by s. 316.0083, s. 316.173, or s.

316.1896, respectively, and did not request a hearing, submit an

affidavit claiming an exception, or pay the traffic citation.

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
322.27, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
322.27 Authority of department to suspend or revoke driver

license or identification card.—
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(3) There is established a point system for evaluation of
convictions of violations of motor vehicle laws or ordinances,
and violations of applicable provisions of s. 403.413(6) (b) when
such violations involve the use of motor vehicles, for the
determination of the continuing qualification of any person to
operate a motor vehicle. The department is authorized to suspend
the license of any person upon showing of its records or other
good and sufficient evidence that the licensee has been
convicted of violation of motor vehicle laws or ordinances, or
applicable provisions of s. 403.413(6) (b), amounting to 12 or
more points as determined by the point system. The suspension
shall be for a period of not more than 1 year.

(d) The point system shall have as its basic element a
graduated scale of points assigning relative values to
convictions of the following violations:

1. Reckless driving, willful and wanton—4 points.

2. Leaving the scene of a crash resulting in property
damage of more than $50—6 points.

3. Unlawful speed, or unlawful use of a wireless
communications device, resulting in a crash—6 points.

4. Passing a stopped school bus:

a. Not causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or
death of another—4 points.

b. Causing or resulting in serious bodily injury to or
death of another—6 points.

c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of passing a
stopped school bus as provided in s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b) when
enforced by a school bus infraction detection system pursuant to

s. 316.173. In addition, a violation of s. 316.172(1) (a) or (b)
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1335| when enforced by a school bus infraction detection system
1336| pursuant to s. 316.173 may not be used for purposes of setting
1337| motor vehicle insurance rates.
1338 5. Unlawful speed:
1339 a. Not in excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted
1340 speed—3 points.
1341 b. In excess of 15 miles per hour of lawful or posted
1342 speed—4 points.
1343 c. Points may not be imposed for a violation of unlawful

1344| speed as provided in s. 316.1895 er—s+—3+6-383 when enforced by

1345| a traffic infraction enforcement officer pursuant to s.

1346 316.1896. In addition, a violation of s. 316.1895 er—s-—336-383

1347| when enforced by a traffic infraction enforcement officer

1348| pursuant to s. 316.1896 may not be used for purposes of setting
1349| motor vehicle insurance rates.

1350 6. A violation of a traffic control signal device as

1351 provided in s. 316.074(1l) or s. 316.075(1) (c)1.—4 points.

1352 However, points may not be imposed for a violation of s.

1353 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (c)l. when a driver has failed to
1354 stop at a traffic signal and when enforced by a traffic

1355 infraction enforcement officer. In addition, a violation of s.
1356 316.074 (1) or s. 316.075(1) (¢)1. when a driver has failed to
1357 stop at a traffic signal and when enforced by a traffic

1358 infraction enforcement officer may not be used for purposes of
1359 setting motor vehicle insurance rates.

1360 7. Unlawfully driving a vehicle through a railroad-highway
1361 grade crossing—6 points.

1362 8. All other moving violations (including parking on a

1363| highway outside the limits of a municipality)—3 points. However,
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points may not be imposed for a violation of s. 316.2065(11);
and points may be imposed for a violation of s. 316.1001 only
when imposed by the court after a hearing pursuant to s.
318.14(5).

9. Any moving violation covered in this paragraph,
excluding unlawful speed and unlawful use of a wireless
communications device, resulting in a crash—4 points.

10. Any conviction under s. 403.413(6) (b)—3 points.

11. Any conviction under s. 316.0775(2)—4 points.

12. A moving violation covered in this paragraph which is
committed in conjunction with the unlawful use of a wireless
communications device within a school safety zone—2 points, in
addition to the points assigned for the moving violation.

Section 17. Subsection (23) is added to section 775.15,
Florida Statutes, to read:

775.15 Time limitations; general time limitations;
exceptions.—

(23) For a traffic violation enforced pursuant to s.
316.0083, s. 316.173, or s. 316.1896, the l-year period of

limitation for a noncriminal violation pursuant to paragraph

(2) (d) resets upon receipt by the appropriate county,

municipality, or law enforcement agency of an affidavit

indicating that the motor vehicle was in the care, custody, and

control of another person at the time of the violation, as
authorized in s. 316.0083, s. 316.173, or s. 316.189¢,

respectively.

Section 18. Paragraph (h) of subsection (3) of section
1006.21, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.21 Duties of district school superintendent and
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district school board regarding transportation.—

(3) District school boards, after considering
recommendations of the district school superintendent:

(h) Upon an affirmative vote of the school board

authorizing the use of school bus infraction detection systems,

may install and operate, or enter into an agreement with a

private vendor or manufacturer to install, operate, and maintain

provide, a school bus infraction detection system pursuant to s.
316.173.

Section 19. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
made by this act to section 318.18, Florida Statutes, in a
reference thereto, section 318.121, Florida Statutes, is
reenacted to read:

318.121 Preemption of additional fees, fines, surcharges,
and costs.—Notwithstanding any general or special law, or
municipal or county ordinance, additional fees, fines,
surcharges, or costs other than the court costs and surcharges
assessed under s. 318.18(12), (14), (19), (20), and (23) may not
be added to the civil traffic penalties assessed under this
chapter.

Section 20. This act shall take effect October 1, 2026.
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2. Wells Nortelus ATD Pre-meeting
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l. Summary:

SB 696 aligns Florida’s trademark registration system with federal law and international
standards. This bill creates an online registration system and allows for verification of
applications to be made via a written declaration or other statutorily accepted methods rather
than a Notary Public. The bill also mandates the Department of State (Department) must adopt
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s (USPTO) system of classification of goods and services
yearly to avoid repeatedly amending state statutes.

The bill will have a significant negative fiscal impact to state expenditures. See Section V.,
Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:
Trademarks

A registered trademark can be any word, phrase, symbol, or design which distinguishes the
source of goods and services and provides legal protection for a brand.! A trademark (“TM”)
protects a good while a service mark (“SM”) protects a service.” While an owner can register
their mark with federal and state governments, it is not required by law—an owner of an
unregistered mark may still use it to brand their goods or services and still enforce trademark

VUSPTO, What is a trademark?, available at https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics/what-trademark (last visited Jan. 12,

2026).
21d.
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rights under certain laws.> However, trademark registration allows a person to prove ownership
more easily in legal proceedings and provides additional protections under state and federal law.*

Federal Law and Nice Classification

The USPTO regulates interstate use of trademarks pursuant to the Lanham Act, which was
adopted in 1946.% In 1972, U.S. became a signatory to the Nice Agreement, a multilateral treaty
administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization.® As such, all applications filed
under the Lanham Act after September 1, 1973, are subject to the Nice Classification. Under the
treaty, the Nice System classifications are reviewed and updated to reflect changes in technology
and commercial practices. The USPTO updates these classifications via federal rulemaking to
follow the Nice Classification.’

The Nice Classification is reviewed and revised by its Committee of Experts, which is made up
of representatives of each party to the Nice Agreement. “In 2013, the Committee of Experts
began annual revisions to the Nice Classification. The annual revisions enter into force on
January 1 each year [and] are referred to as versions and identified by an edition number and the
year of the effective date (e.g., “Nice Classification, 10th ed., ver. 2013 or “NCL 10-2013”).”8
The changes consist of the addition and deletion of new or obsolete goods and services from the
Nice Classification’s class headings, alphabetical list of named goods and services, and
explanatory notes, as well as any other required amendments.

Pursuant to the Nice Agreement and prior to registration under federal law, a trademark
application must specify the class of the goods and services to which the trademark applies.’ For
example, Class 1 includes chemical products for use in industry, science, and agriculture, while
Class 7 includes mainly machines, machine tools, motors, and engines.°

Florida Trademark Registration

In Florida, ch. 495, F.S., governs the intrastate use of trademarks in Florida, the registration of
which is overseen by the Department’s Division of Corporations (Division). Registering a
trademark in the state gives an owner greater rights over its use. There are currently 18,307
active trademark or service mark registrations in Florida.'!

31d.

4USPTO., Why register your trademark?, available at https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics/why-register-your-trademark
(last visited Jan. 12, 2026).

515 U.S.C. § 1051.

6 See World Intellectual Property Organization, WIPO-Administered Treaties, available at
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/treaties/ShowResults?search_what=C&treaty id=12 (last visited Jan. 12, 2026).

7 See, e.g., International Trademark Classification Changes, 90 Fed. Reg. 47,592 (Oct. 2, 2025) (codified at 37 C.F.R. 6.1).

8 1d., see also World Intellectual Property Organization, About the Nice Classification, available at
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/classification-nice/preface (last visited Jan. 12, 2026).

9 USPTO, Nice Agreement current edition version - general remarks, class headings and explanatory notes, available at
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/trademark-updates-and-announcements/nice-agreement-current-edition-version-general-
remarks (last visited Jan. 12, 2026).

10714

"' Div. of Corp., Yearly Statistics, available at https://dos.fl.gov/sunbiz/about-us/yearly-statistics/ (last visited Jan. 12, 2026).
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t!> must mail a paper application to the Division, which

To register for a trademark,'? an applican

must include:

e The name, address, and if applicable, place of incorporation.

e An explanation of how the trademark will be used in connection with goods and services.

e The class(es) under which the goods or services fall—such classes are detailed in s. 495.111,
F.S.

e The date the trademark was first used, along with other details of the history of the
trademark’s use.

e A statement that the applicant is the owner of the trademark, the trademark is in use, and that
no other entity or person has registered the trademark or has the right to use the trademark in
Florida.'*

The Division may require the applicant to provide additional information or amend the
application as needed.!®> Furthermore, the applicant must sign the application form before a
Notary Public to comply with the statutory requirement that the application be “signed and
verified.”!6

Recent Changes and Recommendations

In 2019, Florida law was updated to conform the state’s classifications for trademark goods and
services to the 11% edition of the Nice Classification;!” however, international standards are
updated often, making Florida law out of date already.'® The Florida Bar Business Law Section
has proposed amendments to Florida law to align the state trademark registration system with
national and international standards without needing to enact technical amendments each year
that ministerial updates are made on the national level.!” Additionally, the Florida Bar Business
Law Section recommended an online application to modernize the registration system and ensure
timely applications.?’

12 “Trademark” means any word, name, symbol, or device, or any combination thereof, used by a person to identify and
distinguish the goods of such person, including a unique product, from those manufactured or sold by others, and to indicate
the source of the goods, even if the source is unknown. S. 495.011, F.S.

13 “Applicant” means the person filing an application for registration of a mark under this chapter and the legal
representatives, successors, or assigns of such person. S. 495.011, F.S.

14 Section 495.031, F.S.

15 Section 495.035, F.S.

16 1d.

17 See's. 495.111, F.S.; see also Fla. SB 198 (2019).

18 Florida Bar Business Law Section, Trademark Modernization Amendments Act of 2026 White Paper, available at
https://flabizlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2026-Trademark-Draft-Bill-White-Paper-for-Circulation-1.pdf (last visited
Jan. 12, 2026).

Y Id.

0 7d.
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V.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
Classification

Section 1 amends s. 495.111, F.S., to remove the previous classifications in this statute and
require the Department to adopt the USPTO’s classification system on July 1 each year. The
Department must publish this classification system as part of the trademark registration
application as set out in ss. 495.031 and 495.0315, F.S.

Application for Registration

Section 2 creates s. 495.0315, F.S, to direct the Department to create and maintain a website for
applicants to submit online trademark registration applications and renewals. The website must
protect applicants’ information to ensure data integrity and the website must be available by July
1, 2027. The website must also allow the applicant to provide an electronic version of the
required specimen of use, provide an electronic version of a drawing of the mark, pay the
required fee, and complete the required verification.

Section 3 amends s. 495.031, F.S., to mandate that verification for applications be made in
accordance with s. 92.525, F.S., which allows verification by oath/affirmation or written
declaration. Additionally, the bill requires that every online application be accompanied by an
electronic copy of the specimen which complies with the requirements of the Department,
showing the mark as actually used.

Effective Date
Section 4 sets out an effective date of July 1, 2026.
Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:

None.



BILL: SB 696 Page 5

E. Other Constitutional Issues:

Under art. I1, s. 3, of the Florida Constitution, the non-delegation doctrine prohibits the
Legislature from delegating its primary policymaking functions to the other branches of
state government or the federal government.?! Pursuant to this doctrine, the Legislature
may not adopt or incorporate any federal law that has not yet been enacted.?? In Welch,
the Florida Supreme Court struck down a statute criminalizing certain acts by reference
to future drug abuse laws.”* The Court held that when a statute incorporates by reference
future federal laws, Florida courts should apply federal law that was in effect at the time a
state law was enacted—not federal laws, rules, or standards that come into existence
afterwards.?* This bill directs the department to look to future federal law.

However, in Eastern Air Lines, the Florida Supreme Court limited the holding of Welch
to cases which incorporate federal statutes and rules which substantively change the
law.?® In that case, the statute at issue mandated that adjustments to the fuel tax should be
based on the Consumer Price Index, updated monthly by the U.S. Department of Labor.?
The Court upheld the statute as constitutional because the calculations were ministerial
and the Legislature provided clear guidelines.?” Here, as the classification of trademarks
does not affect the rights and remedies of a trademark owner under law,?® USPTO’s
revisions to the federal trademark classification system could be found to be ministerial
and thus potentially constitutional.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

Indeterminate. Businesses in Florida will have minimal costs to comply with the
requirements of this bill.?’

2 Bush v. Schiavo, 885 So. 2d 321, 332 (Fla. 2004).

22 Abbott Labs. v. Mylan Pharm., Inc., 15 So. 3d 642, 654 (Fla. 1st DCA 2009); State v. Welch, 279 So. 2d 11 (Fla. 1973);
Fla. Indus. Comm'n v. State ex rel. Orange State Oil Co., 21 So. 2d 599 (Fla. 1945); State v. Rodriquez, 365 So. 2d 157 (Fla.
1978); State v. Camil, 279 So.2d 832 (Fla. 1973); Hughes v. State, 943 So. 2d 176 (Fla. DCA 3d 2006).

23 Welch, 279 So. 2d at 12-13.

X 1d.

25 Eastern Air Lines, Inc. v. Dep't of Revenue, 455 So. 2d 311, 316 (Fla. 1984).

26 Id.

2 Id.

215 U.S.C. s. 1112 (“The Director may establish a classification of goods and services, for convenience of Patent and
Trademark Office administration, but not to limit or extend the applicant's or registrant's rights.”).

2 Florida Bar Business Law Section, Trademark Modernization Amendments Act of 2026 White Paper, available at
https://flabizlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2026-Trademark-Draft-Bill-White-Paper-for-Circulation-1.pdf (last visited
Jan. 12, 2026).
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C. Government Sector Impact:

The bill has a significant negative fiscal impact on the Department as it requires the
Department to establish and maintain a secure online registration system no later than
July 1, 2027, and in accordance with the requirements of the bill. The costs should be less
than $500,000 and may be absorbed within existing resources; however, at this time the
department has not submitted an analysis of the fiscal impact of the bill.

VL. Technical Deficiencies:

None.

VII. Related Issues:
None.

VIIl.  Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections: 495.111 and 495.031 of the Florida
Statutes.

This bill creates section 495.0315 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2026 SB 696

By Senator Martin

33-00850-26 2026696
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to registration of trademarks;
amending s. 495.111, F.S.; removing provisions
relating to the classification of goods and services
for trademark purposes; requiring the Department of
State to adopt a federal system of classification each
year; requiring publication of the classification as
part of the trademark registration application;
creating s. 495.0315, F.S.; requiring the department
to establish and maintain a secure Internet website
that allows submission of an online trademark
registration application and renewal application;
providing website requirements; requiring the
department to make the online application system
available by a specified date; amending s. 495.031,
F.S.; providing online application requirements;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 495.111, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

495.111 Classification.—

(1) The department shall, no later than July 1 of each

year, adopt as the state classification system the United States

Patent and Trademark Office’s system of classification of goods

and services in effect on June 1 of that year. The

classification shall be published as part of the trademark

registration application as set forth in ss. 495.031 and
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204 Section 2. Section 495.0315, Florida Statutes, is created
205 to read:
206 495.0315 Online application for registration.—

207 (1) The department shall establish and maintain a secure

208 Internet website that allows an applicant to submit an online

209| trademark registration application in accordance with ss.

210 495.031 and 495.035 and a renewal application in accordance with

211 s. 495.071. The website must safeqguard the applicant’s

212 information to ensure data integrity and allow the applicant to:

213 (a) Provide an electronic version of a required specimen of
214| wuse.

215 (b) Provide an electronic version of a drawing of the mark.
216 (c) Pay the fee required by s. 495.191.

217 (d) Complete the verification required by s. 495.031(5).
218 (2) The department shall make the online application system

219 required by this section available no later than July 1, 2027.
220 Section 3. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 495.031,

221 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

222 495.031 Application for registration.—

223 (5) Every application under this section shall be signed
224 and verified by the applicant or by a member of the firm or an
225 officer or other authorized representative of the business

226| entity applying. Verification must be made in accordance with s.
227 92.525.

228 (6) Every paper application under this section shall be

229 accompanied by three specimens or facsimiles showing the mark as

230 actually used. Every online application under this section must

231| be accompanied by an electronic copy of a specimen, complying

232 with the requirements of the department, showing the mark as

Page 8 of 9
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233 actually used.
234 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
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l. Summary:

SB 880 authorizes the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to create a
new specialty license plate for the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association. The annual use fee
for the plate is $25.

Proceeds of the sale of the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association specialty license plate will
be distributed to the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc. to fund need-based
scholarships, academic programs, and athletic programs for the benefit of Miami Northwestern
Senior High School students and the Miami Northwestern Senior High School Performing and
Visual Arts Center. Up to 10 percent of the funds from the sale of the plate can be used for
administrative and marketing costs.

The bill will have an insignificant negative fiscal impact on the DHSMV relating to the creation
of a new specialty license plate. See Section V., Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill takes effect October 1, 2026.
Present Situation:

Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc. and Miami Northwestern Senior High
School

Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc. is a Florida not-for-profit corporation registered
with the Florida Department of State.!

! Florida Department of State: Division of Corporations, Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc. Sunbiz.org,
Document number N17000004247 (January 13, 2026).
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Miami Northwestern Senior High School is a four-year public high school with a student
population of 1,425 students in grades 9-12 located in the Liberty City neighborhood of Miami.?
The school’s website provides that “Miami Northwestern Senior High is dedicated to assisting
every student with authoring their page in the Bulls’ rich legacy of pride, tradition, and
excellence since 1955.”

The mission of the Performing and Visual Arts Program at Miami Northwestern Senior High
School is to “assure that all students have the opportunity to develop their artistic, creative, and
physical abilities research-based instructional strategies, technology-infused instruction, career
path exploration, community service opportunities, real-world learning, enhanced parental

involvement, and programs which include partnerships, talents, skill and abilities in a
challenging, safe, and nurturing environment.”

Specialty License Plates

According to the DHSMYV, as of October 2025, there are 132 specialty license plates authorized
by the Legislature. Of these plates, 118 are available for immediate purchase and 14 are in the
presale process.> Specialty license plates are available to an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle
who is willing to pay an annual use fee, ranging from $15 to $25, paid in addition to required
license taxes and service fees.’ The annual use fees are distributed to organizations in support of

a particular cause or charity signified on the plate’s design and designated in statute.’

In order to establish a specialty license plate (after the plate is approved by law) s. 320.08053,

F.S., requires the following actions within certain timelines:

e Within 60 days, the organization must submit an art design for the plate, in a medium
prescribed by the DHSMV;

e Within 120 days, the DHSMV must establish a method to issue presale vouchers for the

specialty license plate; and

e Within 24 months after the presale vouchers are established, the organization must obtain a

minimum of 3,000 voucher sales before manufacturing of the plate may begin.®

If the minimum sales requirement has not been met by the end of the 24-month presale period,

then the DHSMV will discontinue the plate and issuance of presale vouchers.’ Upon

2 Miami Northwestern Senior High School., Home - School Profile - Miami Northwestern Senior High School, (last visited

January 13, 2026).
31d.
4Id.

5 Email from Jonas Marquez, Director of Legislative Affairs, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, RE:

Specialty License Plates (November 25, 2025).

¢ Section 320.08056(3)(d), F.S., provides that except if specifically provided in s. 320.08056(4), the annual use fee for a

specialty license plate is $25.
7 Section 320.08058, F.S.

8 Chapter 2022-189, Laws of Fla., extended the presale requirement by an additional 24 months for an approved specialty
license plate organization that, as of June 15, 2022, is in the presale period but had not recorded at least 3,000 voucher sales.
9 Section 320.08058(3), F.S., provides that any collegiate plate established after October 1, 2002, must comply with the

requirements of s. 320.08053, F.S., other than the presale voucher requirements in s. 320.08053(2)(b), F.S., and be
specifically authorized by the Legislature.
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discontinuation, a purchaser of a presale voucher may use the annual use fee as a credit towards
any other specialty license plate or apply for a refund with the DHSMV. !

New specialty license plates that have been approved by law but are awaiting issuance will be
issued in the order they appear in s. 320.08058, F.S., provided that presale requirements have
been met. If the next listed specialty license plate has not met the presale requirement, the
DHSMV will proceed in the order provided in s. 320.08058, F.S., to identify the next qualified
specialty license plate that has met the presale requirement.'!

If the Legislature has approved 135 or more specialty license plates, the DHSMV may not make
any new specialty license plates available for design or issuance until a sufficient number of
plates are discontinued so that the number of plates being issued does not exceed 135.'?

Use of Specialty License Plate Fees

The annual use fees collected by an organization and any interest earned from the fees may be
expended only for use in this state unless the annual use fee is derived from the sale of specified
United States Armed Forces and veterans-related specialty plates.'® Additionally, organizations
must adhere to certain accountability requirements, including an annual audit or attestation
document affirming that funds received have been spent in accordance with applicable statutes.'*

The annual use fees collected by an organization and the interest earned from those fees may not
be used for commercial or for-profit activities, or general or administrative expenses, unless
authorized by s. 320.08058, F.S."> Additionally, the annual use fees and interest earned from
those fees may not be used for the purpose of marketing to, or lobbying, entertaining, or
rewarding, any employee of a governmental agency that is responsible for the sale and
distribution of specialty license plates, or any elected member or employee of the Legislature.'®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill amends s. 320.08058, F.S., to authorize the DHSMYV to create a new specialty license
plate for the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association. The annual use fee for the plate is $25.
The plate must bear the colors and design approved by the DHSMYV, with the word “Florida” at
the top of the plate and the words “Miami Northwestern Alumni Association” at the bottom of
the plate.

Proceeds of the sale of the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association specialty license plate will
be distributed to the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc. The organization may use up
to 10 percent of the proceeds for marketing and promotion of the plate. Thereafter, the annual
use fees from the sale of the plate will be distributed to the Miami Northwestern Alumni

10 Section 320.08053(2)(b), F.S.

! Section 320.08053(3)(a), F.S.

12 Section 320.08053(3)(b), F.S.

13 Section 320.08056(10)(a), F.S.

14 Section 320.08062, F.S.; Such fees may be used to pay for the cost of this required audit or report. See s. 320.08056(10)(a),

F.S.

15 Section 320.08056(10)(a), F.S.
16 Section 320.08056(11), F.S.
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Association, Inc., to fund need-based scholarships, academic programs, and athletic programs for
the benefit of Miami Northwestern Senior High School students and the Miami Northwestern
Senior High School Performing and Visual Arts Center.

The bill takes effect October 1, 2026.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None identified.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

If the specialty license plate is produced, the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association,
Inc. will receive annual use fees associated with sales of the plate.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The DHSMYV has not submitted a bill analysis for SB 880, but according to submitted
analyses for the 2025-2026 Legislative Session, the fiscal impact associated with the
implementation of new specialty license plates is $8,160.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:

None.
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VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill amends section 320.08058 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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By Senator Jones

34-00165-26 2026880
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to specialty license plates; amending
s. 320.08058, F.S.; directing the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to develop a Miami
Northwestern Alumni Association license plate;
specifying design elements for the plate; providing
for distribution and use of fees collected from the

sale of the plate; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (136) is added to section 320.08058,
Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates.—

(136) MIAMI NORTHWESTERN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LICENSE
PLATES.—

(a) The department shall develop a Miami Northwestern

Alumni Association license plate as provided in this section and

s. 320.08053. The plate must bear the colors and design approved

by the department. The word “Florida” must appear at the top of

the plate, and the words “Miami Northwestern Alumni Association”

must appear at the bottom of the plate.

(b) The annual use fees from the sale of the plate must be

distributed to the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc.,

which may use up to 10 percent of the fees for administrative

costs and marketing of the plate. The balance of the fees must

be used by the Miami Northwestern Alumni Association, Inc., to

fund academic programs, athletic programs, and need-based

scholarships for the benefit of Miami Northwestern Senior High
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School students and the Miami Northwestern Senior High School

Performing and Visual Arts Center.

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2026.
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