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Mentoring Program within the Department of
Education; providing for the award of stipends for
classroom teacher mentorship, subject to
appropriation; specifying program requirements
relating to contracts, standards, mentor requirements,
and meetings, etc.
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AED
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2 SB 1318
Rodriguez
(Identical H 6025)

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program; Removing
language requiring certain program funds to revert to
the state, etc.

ED
AED
FP

02/10/2026 Favorable

Favorable
Yeas 8 Nays 0

3 CS/SB 1690

Children, Families, and Elder

Affairs / Calatayud
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specified information to parents each year; requiring
that certain child care facilities exempt from licensure
requirements meet certain minimum requirements;
prohibiting residential property insurance policies from
providing coverage for liability for claims arising out
of, or in connection with, the operations of large family
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Endowment for Early Learning Foundation within a
Department of Education direct-support organization
for a specified purpose, etc.
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The Florida Senate
BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education Pre-K -12

BILL: CS/SB 182

INTRODUCER: Education Pre-K - 12 Committee and Senator Jones

SUBJECT: School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program
DATE: February 11, 2026 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Jahnke Bouck ED Fav/CS
2. AED
3. FP

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

. Summary:

CS/SB 182 establishes the School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program within the
Department of Education (DOE) to improve teacher effectiveness and student outcomes in
Florida’s public schools. Subject to appropriation, the bill authorizes school districts, charter
schools, and charter management organizations to place retired or current classroom teachers as
mentors in schools earning a grade of “D” or “F”, to support new classroom teachers, teachers
rated as needs improvement, developing, or unsatisfactory on the prior year’s performance
evaluation, and teachers identified by a school administrator as struggling with classroom
behavior management.

The bill establishes eligibility requirements for teacher mentors, including a minimum of three
years of teaching experience and a highly effective rating on the most recent performance
evaluation. Mentors may work with multiple classroom teachers and may receive a stipend of up
to $3,000.

The bill requires the DOE to establish program standards and a standard mentor-mentee contract
outlining responsibilities and program goals. The bill authorizes the State Board of Education to
adopt rules to administer the program.

The bill also amends the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) to authorize the use of
Educational Enrichment Allocation funds to support the program.
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There may be a fiscal impact on school districts that elect to establish this program. See Section
V., Fiscal Impact Statement.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.
Il. Present Situation:
Teacher Mentorship and Induction Programs

Professional Learning Certification Programs

Professional learning certification programs must include a teacher mentorship and induction
component.! Such programs are cohesive, competency-based professional preparation
certification programs offered by school districts, charter schools, and charter management
organizations, through which instructional staff can demonstrate mastery of professional
preparation and education competence requirements to earn a professional educator certificate.2
In addition to completing the district program, candidates must demonstrate mastery of general
knowledge? and subject area knowledge.Professional learning certification programs may be
developed by the DOE or by a school district, charter school, or charter management
organization and approved by the DOE.s

The teacher mentorship and induction component must, at a minimum, provide routine
opportunities for mentoring and induction activities, including:¢

e Ongoing professional learning’ targeted to a teacher's needs;

Opportunities for a teacher to observe other teachers;

Co-teaching experiences; and

Reflection and follow-up discussions.

Mentorship and induction activities must be provided to an applicant during the applicant's first
year in the program and may continue until the applicant attains his or her professional
certificate.s

To serve as a teacher mentor in a professional learning certification program, a mentor:°
e Must hold a valid professional certificate;
e Must have at least 3 years of teaching experience in prekindergarten through grade 12;

!'Section 1012.56(8)(a)1., F.S.

2 Section 1012.56(8)(a), F.S.; Florida Department of Education. Professional Learning Certification Programs,
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/preparation/plcp.stml (last visited Jan. 30, 2026). Participants must hold a state-issued
temporary certificate. See s. 1012.56(8)(a), F.S.

3 See Florida Department of Education, General Knowledge, https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/general-cert-
requirements/general-knowledge.stml (last visited Feb. 5, 2026).

4 See Florida Department of Education, Subject Area Knowledge, https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/general-cert-
requirements/subject-area-knowledge.stml (last visited Feb. 5, 2026).

3 Section 1012.56(8)(a) and (c), F.S.; See Rule 6A-5.066, F.A.C.

6 Section 1012.56(8)(a)l., F.S.

7 See's. 1012.98, F.S. Professional learning must meet the criteria established in s. 1012.98(3), F.S. See s. 1012.56(8)(a)3.,
F.S.

8 Section 1012.56(8)(a)1., F.S.

o Id.
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e Must have completed training in clinical supervision and participate in ongoing mentor
training provided through the coordinated system of professional learning;

e Must have earned an effective or highly effective rating on the prior year’s performance
evaluation; and

e May be a peer evaluator under the district’s evaluation system.

Teacher Apprenticeship Program

In 2023, the Legislature created the Teacher Apprenticeship Program (TAP) as an alternative
pathway for an individual to enter the teaching profession.10 As a condition of participating in the
TAP, an apprentice teacher must be appointed by the district school board as an education
paraprofessional and must commit to spending the first two years in the classroom of a mentor
teacher using team teaching strategies as specified in law!t and fulfilling the on-the-job training
component of the registered apprenticeship and its associated standards.!2

A teacher who serves as a mentor to an apprentice teacher in the TAP must::3

e Have at least 5 years of teaching experience in this state.

e Be rated as highly effective in the three most recent value-added model (VAM) scores or on
the three most recent available performance evaluations if the teacher does not generate a
state VAM score.

e Satisfy any other requirements established by the DOE.

Other Mentorship and Induction Supports

A person issued a temporary certificate must be assigned a teacher mentor for at least two school
years after commencing employment. Each teacher mentor must hold a valid professional
certificate, have earned at least three years of teaching experience in prekindergarten through
grade 12, and have earned an effective or highly effective rating on the prior year’s performance
evaluation.14

As part of statewide efforts to recruit and retain qualified teachers, school boards are required to
adopt policies relating to mentors and support for first-time teachers, which may include
guidelines issued by the DOE.15

The DOE administers professional learning programs with mentoring components to support
educators’ development as leaders and mentors, including the Florida Teacher Lead Network!6

10.Ch. 2023-38, s. 6, Laws of Fla., codified at s. 1012.555, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-5.067, F.A.C.

11 “Team teaching” or “co-teaching” means two or more teachers are assigned to a group of students and each teacher is
responsible for all of the students during the entire class period. Section 1003.03(5)(c), F.S.

12 Section 1012.555(2)(c) and (d), F.S.

13 Section 1012.555(3), F.S.

14 Section 1012.56(7)(e), F.S.

15 Section 1012.05(3)(a), F.S.

16 Florida Department of Education, Florida Teacher Lead Network, https://www.floridateacherslead.org/aboutftln (last
visited Feb. 5, 2026).
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and the High Impact Teacher Corps,!” which is reserved for exceptional educators working at
low-performing schools.

Educational Enrichment Allocation

The educational enrichment allocation is added to the base funding provided to districts through
the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP). This allocation helps school districts provide
educational enrichment activities and services that support and improve students' academic
achievement from kindergarten through grade 12. Activities and services may be provided in any
manner and at any time, during or beyond the regular 180-day term, in the manner the school
district identifies as the most effective and efficient way to best help the student progress from
grade to grade and graduate from high school.1s

An additional supplement of $500 per full-time equivalent student, or as provided in the General
Appropriations Act, is allocated to district-managed turnaround schools,? schools that earn three
consecutive grades below a “C,” and schools that have improved to a “C” and are no longer in
turnaround status2° to implement intervention and support strategies.2! Services may include
tutorial and after-school programs, student counseling, nutrition education, parental counseling,
and an extended school day and year. Services may also include models that develop a culture
that encourages students to complete high school and attend college or career training, sets high
academic expectations, and inspires character development.22 A school district may partner with
a nonprofit organization to implement an integrated student support service model that provides
students and families with access to wrap-around services, including, but not limited to, health
services, after-school programs, drug prevention programs, college and career readiness
programs, and food and clothing banks.2

For Fiscal Year 2025-26, the educational enrichment allocation is $837.4 million.2#
M. Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 182 creates s. 1012.988, F.S., to establish the School Teacher Training and Mentoring
Program within the Department of Education (DOE) to increase the effectiveness and
involvement of classroom teachers and improve student achievement, classroom management,
and excellence in the state’s public schools.

17 Florida Department of Education, High Impact Teacher Corps, https://www floridateacherslead.org/high-impact-teacher-
corps (last visited Feb. 5, 2026).

18 Section 1011.62(7), F.S. In 2023, the Supplemental Academic Instruction and Turnaround Supplemental Services
allocation were combined and renamed the Educational Enrichment Allocation.

19 See s. 1008.33(4)(a), F.S.

20 See s. 1008.33(4)(c), F.S.

21 Section 1011.62(7)(b), F.S.

22 Section 1011.62(7)(b)2., E.S.

23 Section 1011.62(7)(b)3., F.S.

24 Specific Appropriations 5 and 88, s. 2, ch. 2025-198, Laws of Fla. Florida Department of Education, Office of Funding and
Financial Reporting, School Business Services, Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP), Fiscal Year 2025-2026, Third
Calculation (January 30, 2026), at 29, available at https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/25-26FEFP3rdCalc.pdf.
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V.

The bill authorizes school districts, charter schools, and charter management organizations to
place retired or current classroom teachers in schools earning a grade of “D” or “F” to act as
teacher mentors to support new classroom teachers; classroom teachers rated as needs
improvement, developing, or unsatisfactory on the prior year’s performance evaluation; or
classroom teachers identified by the school administrator as struggling with classroom behavior
management.

The bill requires mentors to have at least three years of teaching experience in prekindergarten
through grade 12 and must have earned a highly effective rating on the most recent performance
evaluation. The bill authorizes teacher mentors to work with multiple classroom teachers and
allows a teacher mentor to receive a stipend of up to $3,000.

The bill requires the DOE to establish program standards and a standard contract for the teacher
mentor and mentee that outlines each person’s responsibilities and establishes the program's
framework and goals.

The bill requires that each teacher mentor:

e Not have an official management relationship with his or her mentee..

e Provide direction, advice, and a neutral sounding board to his or her mentee.

e Maintain confidentiality, unless prohibited by law.

e Have no personal agenda other than assisting his or her mentee in developing and reaching
the mentee’s goals.

e Help his or her mentee in developing skills and expertise, including by drawing upon the
mentor’s own personal experiences.

The bill authorizes the State Board of Education to adopt rules to administer the program.
The bill amends s. 1011.62, F.S., to authorize the use of Educational Enrichment Allocation
funds under the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) to support the School Teacher
Training and Mentoring Program.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

There may be a fiscal impact on school districts that elect to establish this program. The
bill allows funds to be used from the educational enrichment allocation in the Florida
Education Finance Program (FEFP) and, if used, will reduce the funds available to school
districts for other purposes.

VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII.  Statutes Affected:

This bill creates section 1012.988 of the Florida Statutes.
IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:

(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education Pre-K — 12 on February 3, 2026:

The committee substitute retains the program title and general purpose while removing

and replacing provisions relating to mentor stipends, program structure, and

implementation requirements. Specifically, the committee substitute:

e Authorizes school districts, charter schools, and charter management organizations to
place retired or current classroom teachers as mentors, but specifies placement in
schools earning a grade of “D” or “F”;
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Maintains from the bill the purpose for mentors to support new classroom teachers,
teachers rated as needs improvement, developing, or unsatisfactory, and teachers
identified by a school administrator as struggling with classroom behavior
management;

Establishes eligibility requirements for mentors, including a minimum of three years
of teaching experience and a most recent performance evaluation rating of highly
effective;

Authorizes mentors to work with multiple classroom teachers and to receive a stipend
of up to $3,000, rather than $2,000;

Directs the Department of Education to establish program standards and a standard
mentor—mentee contract outlining responsibilities and program goals, without
requiring the use of the University College London Mentoring Handbook.

Removes prescriptive statutory requirements relating to program duration, meeting
frequency, and session content; and

Authorizes the use of Educational Enrichment Allocation funds under the Florida
Education Finance Program to support the program.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 182
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/11/2026
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Jones) recommended the
following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 1012.988, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1012.988 School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program.-—

(1) The School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program is

established within the Department of Education. The purpose of

the program is to increase the effectiveness and involvement of

Page 1 of 5
2/9/2026 9:24:27 AM 581-02593-26
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classroom teachers and improve student achievement, classroom

management, and excellence in the state’s public schools.

(2) (a) School districts and charter schools may place

retired classroom teachers or current classroom teachers in

schools earning a grade of “D” or “F” to act as teacher mentors

to:

1. New classroom teachers;

2. Classroom teachers who are rated as needs improvement,

developing, or unsatisfactory on the prior year’s performance

evaluation under s. 1012.34; or

3. Classroom teachers identified by the school

administrator as struggling with behavior management within the

classroom.

(b) Each teacher mentor selected by the school district,

charter school, or charter management organization must have:

1. At least 3 years of teaching experience in

prekindergarten through grade 12.

2. Farned a highly effective rating on his or her most

recent performance evaluation under s. 1012.34.

(c) Each teacher mentor may receive a stipend of up to

$3,000. The teacher mentor may work with multiple classroom

teachers.

(3) The Department of Education shall establish program

standards and a standard contract template for the teacher

mentor and mentee which outlines the responsibilities of each

person and establishes the framework and goals of the program.

(4) FEach teacher mentor must:

(a) Not have an official management relationship with his

or her mentee.
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(b) Provide direction, advice, and a neutral sounding board

to his or her mentee.

(c) Maintain confidentiality, unless prohibited by law.

(d) Not have a personal agenda other than assisting his or

her mentee in developing and reaching the mentee’s goals.

(e) Help his or her mentee in developing skills and

expertise, including drawing upon the teacher mentor’s own

personal experiences.

(5) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to

administer this section.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section
1011.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(7) EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT ALLOCATION.—

(a) The educational enrichment allocation is created to
assist school districts in providing educational enrichment
activities and services that support and increase the academic
achievement of students in grades kindergarten through 12.
Educational enrichment activities and services may be provided
in a manner and at any time during or beyond the regular 180-day
term identified by the school district as being the most
effective and efficient way to best help the student progress

from grade to grade and graduate from high school. Funds from

the educational enrichment allocation may be used for the School
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Teacher Training and Mentoring Program under s. 1012.988. For

fiscal year 2023-2024, the educational enrichment allocation
shall consist of a base amount as specified in the General
Appropriations Act. Beginning in fiscal year 2024-2025, the
educational enrichment allocation shall consist of the base
amount that includes a workload adjustment based on changes in
the unweighted full-time equivalent membership. Beginning in
fiscal year 2025-2026, and each year thereafter, the statewide
average base amount as specified in the General Appropriations
Act shall be used for any new educational entity funded in the
Florida Education Finance Program.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the School Teacher Training and
Mentoring Program; creating s. 1012.988, F.S.;
establishing the School Teacher Training and Mentoring
Program within the Department of Education; providing
the purpose of the program; authorizing school
districts and charter schools to place certain
classroom teachers as teacher mentors in specified
schools for specified purposes; providing requirements
for teacher mentors and mentees; authorizing teacher
mentors to receive a stipend and work with multiple

classroom teachers; providing department and teacher

Page 4 of 5
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98 mentor responsibilities; authorizing the State Board
99 of Education to adopt rules; amending s. 1011.62,
100 F.S.; authorizing specified funds to be used for the
101 School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program;
102 providing an effective date.
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By Senator Jones

34-00553-26 2026182

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the School Teacher Training and
Mentoring Program; creating s. 1012.988, F.S.;
establishing the School Teacher Training and Mentoring
Program within the Department of Education; providing
the purpose of the program; providing for the award of
stipends for classroom teacher mentorship, subject to
appropriation; providing for the proration of the
stipends under certain circumstances; providing
department and school district responsibilities;
specifying program requirements relating to contracts,
standards, mentor requirements, and meetings;
authorizing the State Board of Education to adopt

rules; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1012.988, Florida Statutes, 1is created

to read:

1012.988 School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program.—

(1) The School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program is

established within the Department of Education. The purpose of

the program is to increase the effectiveness and involvement of

classroom teachers and improve student achievement, classroom

management, and excellence in the state’s public schools.

(2) (a) The department shall, subject to appropriation,

provide funds to school districts to place retired classroom

teachers who were evaluated as highly effective or current

classroom teachers who are evaluated as highly effective as
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mentors to:

1. New classroom teachers.

2. Classroom teachers who are rated as needs improvement,

developing, or unsatisfactory.

3. Classroom teachers who struggle with behavior management

in the classroom.

(b) Each stipend shall be $2,000. The department shall

provide enough funds for each school district to establish three

mentors at each school within the district. However, if the

funds appropriated are inadequate to provide the stipend to each

mentor, stipends must be prorated using the same percentage

reduction.

(3) School districts shall provide a stipend to three

mentors at each school within the district. However, if there is

a proven need at a school, the school district may allocate more

than three stipends to that school. The award of such stipends

may be part of a school district’s professional development

certification and professional education competency programs

under s. 1012.56(8) and (9), respectively.

(4) (a) The program must provide a contract for the mentor

and mentee which outlines each person’s responsibilities and

establishes the framework and goals of the program.

(b) The department shall establish standards for the

program which must be based on the University College London

Mentoring Handbook.

(c) The program must pair a more skilled or experienced

classroom teacher as a mentor with a less experienced classroom

teacher as a mentee.

(d) Each mentor must:
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1. Not have an official management relationship with his or

her mentee.

2. Provide direction, advice, and a neutral sounding board

to his or her mentee.

3. Maintain confidentiality, unless prohibited by law.

4. Have no personal agenda other than assisting his or her

mentee in developing and reaching the mentee’s goals.

5. Help his or her mentee in developing skills and

expertise, including by drawing upon the mentor’s own personal

experiences.

(5) The program shall provide mentoring services for 6

months as follows:

(a) For the first month of the program, each mentor shall

complete two 90-minute sessions with his or her mentee.

(b) For the second and third months of the program, each

mentor shall complete two 60-minute sessions with his or her

mentee each month.

(c) For the fourth through sixth months of the program,

each mentor shall complete one 60-minute session with his or her

mentee each month.

(6) Each session must include the following:

(a) For the first session, the mentor and mentee shall

complete an introduction, establish the reason for the mentee’s

participation in the program, and define the goals for the

remaining sessions.

(b) For the second session, the mentor and mentee shall

review the established goals, explore the mentee’s current

skills, establish the mentee’s desired goals, and establish a

plan to attain the mentee’s desired goals.
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(c) For the third session, the mentor and mentee shall

assess the mentee’s skills, strengths, and weaknesses and how

those affect his or her goals.

(d) For the fourth through eighth sessions, the mentor and

mentee shall review the mentee’s progress and address any

issues.

(e) For the ninth and final session, the mentor and mentee

shall complete a final review of the mentee’s progress and

achievement of his or her goals and establish any future goals

for the mentee.

(7) The State Board of Education may adopt rules to

administer this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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3. FP
l. Summary:

SB 1318 makes a technical change to clarify that when a student’s Florida Tax Credit
scholarship account has been closed the remaining funds in the scholarship account must revert,
but do not revert to the state.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:
Florida’s K-12 Scholarship Program

Florida offers several scholarship programs that allow parents of an eligible student to register
their child to attend a private school that may better serve the student’s particular needs, provide
educational options for their student with a disability, or direct the education of their child. The
three scholarship programs include:
e The Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES), which includes:
o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students attending a private school (FES-EO).
o The Family Empowerment Scholarship for students with disabilities (FES-UA).!
e The Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship Program,? for students attending a private school
or for students in a personalized education program (PEP).’
e The Hope Scholarship Program (HSP).*

! Section 1002.394, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0952, F.A.C.
2 Section 1002.395, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0960, F.A.C.
3 Section 1002.395(2), F.S.

4 Section 1002.40, F.S.; see also Rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C.



BILL: SB 1318 Page 2

The Department of Education (DOE) and Commissioner of Education® are tasked with
implementation and oversight responsibilities. Florida’s scholarship programs are administered
by scholarship funding organizations (SFOs) approved by the DOE.¢

As of November 2025, a total of 560,935 students were funded in the scholarship program in the
2025-2026 school year:’

e 307,993 students were funded through the FES-EO scholarship;

e 163,242 students were funded through the FES-UA scholarship;

e 7,560 students were funded through the FTC scholarship; and

e 84,140 students were funded through the PEP scholarship.

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program

The Florida Tax Credit scholarship program (FTC) was established in 2001 to provide an income
tax credit for corporations that contribute money to nonprofit Scholarship-Funding Organizations
(SFOs) that award scholarships to students from families with limited financial resources.® The
FTC scholarship program allows taxpayers to make private, voluntary contributions to eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations and receive a dollar-for-dollar credit against the
following Florida taxes:’

e (Corporate income tax;

Excise tax on liquor, wine, and malt beverages;

Gas and oil production tax;

Insurance premium tax; and

Use tax due under a direct pay permit.

In any state fiscal year when the annual tax credit amount for the prior state fiscal year is equal to
or greater than 90 percent of the tax credit cap amount applicable to that state fiscal year, the tax
credit cap amount increases by 25 percent.!? In the 2012-2013 state fiscal year the tax credit cap
was $229 million,!! for the 2024-2025 fiscal year the tax credit cap was $1,091,957,093.12

The FTC Scholarship program consists of two types of scholarships, the FTC scholarship for

low-income students to attend an eligible private school and students who elected a PEP

scholarship.'* The purpose of the FTC scholarship program is to:!'*

e Enable taxpayers to make private, voluntary contributions to nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations in order to promote the general welfare.

5 Section 1002.421, F.S.

6 See ss. 1002.394(11) and 1002.395(6) and (15), F.S.

7 Email, Florida Department of Education (Dec. 1, 2025).

8 Florida Department of Education, Florida Tax Credit FAQs, available at https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/k-12-
scholarship-programs/ftc/ftc-fags.stml, (last visited Feb. 5, 2026).

% Florida Department of Revenue, Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, available at
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/taxesfees/Pages/sfo_taxes.aspx, last visited (Feb. 5, 2026).

10 Section 1002.395(5)(a)2.

U Id. at (5)(a)l.

12 Florida Department of Education, Florida Tax Credit Scholarships, available at https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-
choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/ftc/, last visited (Feb. 5, 2026).

13 Section 1002.395, F.S.

1 1d. at (1)(b).
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V.

Provide taxpayers who wish to help parents with limited resources exercise their basic right
to educate their children as they see fit with a means to do so.

Promote the general welfare by expanding educational opportunities for children of families
that have limited financial resources.

Enable children in this state to achieve a greater level of excellence in their education.
Improve the quality of education in this state, both by expanding educational opportunities
for children and by creating incentives for schools to achieve excellence.

In 2023, the legislature passed HB 1,'° which incorrectly required SFOs to revert remaining
funds from tax credits to the state when certain conditions were met. The law should direct
reverted funds back to the SFO which received the donations. The SFO is required to revert
funds from the FTC scholarship program when a student’s scholarship account is closed for one
of the following reasons:'®

Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the commissioner for fraud or abuse,
including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider.

Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive; or

The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private school for 30 days while receiving a
scholarship that requires full-time enrollment.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1318 amends s. 1002.395, F.S., to make a technical change to clarify that when a student’s
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program account has been closed the remaining funds in the
scholarship account must revert, but do not revert to the state.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

State Tax or Fee Increases:

None.

15 Ch. 2013-16, Laws of Fla.
16 Section1002.395(11)(h), F.S.
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E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:
None.

VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VIl. Related Issues:
None.
VIII.  Statutes Affected:
This bill substantially amends section 1002.395 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2026 SB 1318

By Senator Rodriguez

40-00284A-26 20261318
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship
Program; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; removing language
requiring certain program funds to revert to the

state; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (g) and (h) of subsection (11) of
section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.—

(11) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—

(g) Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue
until the account balance is expended or remaining funds have
reverted te—the——state.

(h) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any
remaining funds shall revert fe—the—state after:

1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the
commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,
the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,
or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services
received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d);

2. Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has
been inactive; or

3. The student remains unenrolled in an eligible private
school for 30 days while receiving a scholarship that requires
full-time enrollment.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

Page 1 of 1
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes
. Summary:

CS/CS/SB 1690 makes several statutory changes relating to early childhood education and child
care regulation, and directs initiatives to enhance early childhood education.

In child care regulation, the bill:

Amends references to “family day care home” to “family child care home” throughout
Florida Statutes.

Requires the Department of Children and Families and local licensing agencies to
disseminate electronically certain information regarding all child care facilities to the
community.

Removes the annual requirements for family day care homes and large family child care
homes to provide parents with information related to flu shots and leaving children in a
vehicle unattended.

Requires child care facilities that are exempt from licensure to include a specified statement
regarding their exemption on their website, promotional materials and facility-created
documents, and forms provided to families.

Adds “large family child care” as a type of child care services where the cancelation, denial,
or nonrenewal of residential property insurance is prohibited solely on the basis that those
services are provided at the residence.
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In early childhood education, the bill:

e Authorizes the Florida Education Foundation, Inc., to raise and manage funds and property
for the benefit of the state’s early learning programs for children ages zero to five.

e Establishes the Florida Endowment for Early Learning within the Florida Education
Foundation, Inc., to broaden the participation and funding potential to support and promote
early learning opportunities.

e Expands the role of the TEACH Scholarship Program administrator to establish and
administer the Center for Early Childhood Professional Recognition to ensure statewide
alignment of training, trainer approval, and competency-based assessments for early learning
professionals.

The bill has an anticipated negative fiscal impact of $114,739 related to the Florida Endowment
for Early Learning Foundation.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2026.
Present Situation:
Child Care Regulation

Florida regulates child care facilities, family day care homes, and large family child care homes
under Chapter 402, F.S., which establishes licensure requirements, minimum standards, and
enforcement authority for the Department of Children and Families (DCF). “Child care” is the
care, protection and supervision of a child, for a period of less than 24 hours a day on a regular
basis, which supplements parental care, enrichment, and health supervision for the child, in
accordance with his or her individual needs, and for which a payment, fee, or grant is made for
care.! If a program meets the statutory definition of child care, it is subject to regulation by the
DCEF or a local licensing agency, unless statute specifically excludes or exempts it from
regulation.’

The child care licensing program is administered by the DCF and is accountable for the
statewide licensure of Florida's child care facilities,’ large family child care homes,* and the
licensure or registration of family day care homes.> Licensing standards for child care facilities
must address personnel qualifications, health and safety requirements, sanitation, emergency
preparedness, and training, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation requirements.® Child care
facilities must have at least one staff person trained in person in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
present at all times that children are present.’

Family day care homes must be licensed if the home is currently licensed under an existing
county licensing ordinance or if the board of county commissioners passes a resolution that

! Section 402.302(1), F.S.

2 Sections 402.301-402.319, F.S.
3 Section 402.305, F.S.

4 Section 402.3131, F.S.

5 Section 402.313, F.S.

6 Section 402.305, F.S.

7 Section 402.305(7), F.S.
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family day care homes must be licensed. If not subject to licensure, a family day care home must
register with the DCF.8

Public Access to Child Care Information

The DCF and local licensing agencies must make available through electronic means all
licensing standards and procedures, health and safety standards for school readiness providers,
monitoring and inspection reports, and identifying information for licensed child care facilities,
school readiness providers, and licensed or registered family day care homes.” In addition, the
required information includes annual data on deaths, serious injuries, and substantiated instances
of child abuse occurring in child care settings.!® Because information captured in these reports is
specific to licensed child care facilities, those which are exempt from licensure are not required
to be included in these public reports.

Child Care Licensure Exemptions

A “child care facility” is generally defined as any arrangement providing care for more than five
unrelated children for compensation.!'! Florida law provides exemptions from licensure
requirements for certain child care facilities while preserving minimum health and safety
protections.!? Child care facilities that are an integral part of church or parochial schools and
those that are operated by a business for the benefit of its employees are exempt from licensure
requirements, but must comply with local health, sanitation, and safety requirements and with
state background screening requirements for child care personnel.!® In addition, child care
facilities and family day care homes that hold a certificate from the U.S. Department of Defense
or the U.S. Coast Guard and meet applicable federal background screening standards are exempt
from licensure unless they elect to serve children who are ineligible for care under federal
military child care rules.!'

Family Day Care Homes and Large Family Child Care Homes

A “family day care home” is an occupied residence in which child care is regularly provided for

children from at least two unrelated families and which receive payments, fees, or grants for the

children receiving care, whether or not operated for profit.'* Florida law establishes tiered

capacity limits for family day care homes based on the number and ages of children in care.

e Up to four children from birth to 12 months of age;

e Up to three children from birth to 12 months of age, plus additional children, for a maximum
total of six children;

e Up to six preschool children, provided all children are older than 12 months of age; or

8 Section 402.305(7), F.S.

? Section 402.306(3), F.S.

10 Id.; and see also Florida Department of Children and Families, Brochures, Fact Sheets, and Reports,
https://www.myflfamilies.com/services/child-family/child-care/child-care-providers-and-staff/brochures-fact-sheets-and-

reports (last visited on 02/04/2026).

11 Section 402.302(2), F.S.

12 Section 402.316, F.S.

13 Section 402.316(1), F.S.

14 Section 402.316(2), F.S.

15 Sections 402.302(8) and 402.313, F.S.
16 Sections 402.302(8), F.S.
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e Up to 10 children, provided that no more than five are preschool age and, of those five
preschool children, no more than two are under 12 months of age.

These limits apply to the total number of children present, including the operator’s own children
under 13 years of age who are on the premises during operating hours.!” Unlike large family
child care homes, family day care homes do not require two full-time child care personnel to
always be present.

A “large family child care home” is a residential child care setting that serves more children than
a standard family day care home and is subject to enhanced licensure requirements.'® To qualify
as a large family child care home, the residence must have at least two full-time child care
personnel present during operating hours, one of whom must be the owner or occupant of the
residence.!® The operator must first have operated as a licensed family day care home for two
years, with an operator who holds a child development associate credential or its equivalent for 1
year.?’ Including the operator’s own children under 13 years of age who are on the premises
during operating hours, large family child care homes may care for up to eight children from
birth to 24 months of age or up to 12 children total, provided no more than four children are
under 24 months of age.?!

Family day care homes and large family child care homes must provide parents with educational
materials regarding influenza immunization and the risks associated with leaving children
unattended in vehicles.*?

Insurance Coverage for Child Care Operations

While the Legislature has recognized the importance of family child care homes in meeting child
care needs, it has also acknowledged that child care operations increase liability exposure for
insurers.”® As a result, Florida law provides that coverage for liability arising from child care
operations are generally excluded from residential property insurance policies unless such
coverage is specifically included by endorsement.?* Insurers are prohibited from denying,
canceling, or refusing to renew a policy solely because a policyholder operates a family child day
care home, subject to statutory exceptions.?® The insurance protections for family day care
homes do not extend to large family day care homes.

17 Sections 402.302(8), F.S.
18 Sections 402.302(11) and 402.3131, F.S.
19 Section 402.302(11), F.S.

2.
2.

22 Section 402.3131(9)-(10), F.S.
23 Section 627.70161(1), F.S.
2 Section 627.70161(3), F.S.
25 Section 627.70161(4), F.S.
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Early Learning Programs and Workforce Support

Direct-Support Organizations

A direct-support organization (DSO) is a non-profit corporation that supports a public entity,
such as a university, school district, or state agency, by raising and managing funds, managing
property, and conducting programs consistent with the public entity’s mission. The Florida
Education Foundation, Inc., is a DSO of the Department of Education organized exclusively to
receive, hold, invest, and administer property and make expenditures to or for the benefit of
public pre-kindergarten through grade 12 education in Florida.?

Early Learning Programs

Florida also operates early learning and child care assistance programs, such as the School
Readiness Program?®’ and the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program.?® Florida’s
VPK Program is a free, state-funded educational program designed to prepare four-year-olds for
kindergarten and beyond. Each child who resides in Florida who will have attained the age of
four years old on or before September 1 of the school year is eligible for the VPK Program
during either that school year or the following school year.? Parents can choose to enroll their
child in VPK Programs provided by private child care centers or public schools and school-year
or summer programs.*® Florida’s School Readiness Program provides subsidies for child care
services and early childhood education for children from low-income families; children in
protective services who are at risk of abuse, neglect, abandonment, or homelessness; foster
children; and children with disabilities.’!

Teacher Education and Compensation Helps Scholarship Program

The Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (TEACH) Scholarship Program provides
educational scholarships to early learning personnel to improve workforce qualifications and
retention.’? The scholarship is available to Florida-resident teachers, directors, and family child
care educators who meet specified education, employment, work-hour, and employer
sponsorship requirements in licensed or exempt early learning or after-school settings.*

26 Section 1001.24(1)(a)2., F.S.; and Florida Education Foundation, Inc., Financial Statements June 30, 2024 and 2023, at pg.
10, https://flauditor.gov/pages/nonprofit forprofit%20rpts/2024%20florida%?20education%20foundation.pdf (last visited
January 29, 2026).

27 Sections 1002.81-1002.995, F.S.

28 Sections 1002.51-1002.79, E.S.

2 Section 1002.53(2), F.S.; see also Florida Department of Education, What is Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program (VPK)?, available at https://www.fldoe.org/schools/early-learning/parents/vpk-parents.stml (last visited
January 29, 2026).

0 1d.

31 Sections 1002.81 and 1002.87, F.S.

32 Section 1002.95, F.S.

33 Florida Head Start Organization, T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Scholarship Program, Scholarship Models, available at
https://www.flheadstart.org/assets/docs/TEACH/TEACH%20model%20brochure%20-final%2011-27.pdf, (last visited
January 29, 2026).
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The program covers tuition and books, provides stipends and completion bonuses, offers
counseling and administrative support, and reimburses employers for paid release time provided
to participating scholars.>*

Early Learning Professional Learning Standards and Career Pathways

In 2019, the Legislature directed the Department of Education to develop statewide early
learning training standards and identify career pathways with stackable, competency-based
credentials for school readiness and early learning professionals.®> These credentials should align
with established professional standards, improve instructional practice, and support better child
outcomes, including kindergarten readiness. The Department of Education is also authorized to
provide incentives to qualified early learning and prekindergarten personnel who hold specified
reading or literacy credentials, with alignment to K—12 training standards adopted by the State
Board of Education.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 402.306, F.S., to includes in Department of Children and Families (DCF)
and local licensing agency reporting all child care facilities, rather that only those that are
licensed, regarding licensing standards and procedures, health and safety standards for school
readiness providers, monitoring and inspection reports, and annual data on child deaths, serious
injuries, and substantiated abuse that have occurred in child care settings. The provision includes
in reporting those child care facilities that are an integral part of a church or parochial school and
those that are run by businesses for the benefit of their employees.

Section 2 amends s. 402.313, F.S., to delete statutory provisions requiring family day care homes
to provide parents with informational materials every August and September regarding influenza
immunization and every April and September regarding the risks of leaving children unattended
in vehicles.

Section 3 amends s. 402.3131, F.S., to delete statutory provisions requiring large family child
care homes to provide parents with informational materials every August and September
regarding influenza immunization and every April and September regarding the risks of leaving
children unattended in vehicles.

Section 4 amends s. 402.316, F.S., to require certain exempt child care facilities, specifically
those that are an integral part of a church or parochial school and those that are run by businesses
for the benefit of their employees, to include the statement “(child care facility name) is a child
care facility operating under an exemption pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida and is not
subject to licensure or regulation by the Department of Children and Families” on their websites
and, at a minimum, in their promotional literature and facility-created documents and forms
provided to families they serve.

34 Florida Head Start Organization, T.E.4.C.H. Early Childhood Scholarship Program, Scholarship Models, available at
https://www.flheadstart.org/assets/docs/TEACH/TEACH%20model%20brochure%20-final%2011-27.pdf, (last visited

January 29, 2026).
35 Section 1002.995, F.S.
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Section 5 amends s. 627.70161, F.S., to define “large family child care home” to mean an
occupied residence in which child care is regularly provided for children from at least two
unrelated families for payment and has at least two full-time child care personnel, one of which
must be the owner or occupant of the residence. The definition requires that a large family child
care home to have first operated as a licensed family child care home for at least 2 years, by a
credentialed operator holding that credential for at least 1 year. The definition requires any
children under 13 years of age on the premises or on a field trip with children enrolled in child
care to be included in the overall capacity of the licensed home and limits the number of children
under 13 years of age a large family child care home may provide care to:

e 8 children from birth to 24 months of age.

e 12 children maximum, with no more than 4 children under 24 months of age.

The bill adds large family child care homes to the current statutory prohibition on residential
property insurance policies from providing liability coverage for claims arising from the
operation of these child care homes unless such coverage is specifically covered in a policy or
expressly included by rider or endorsement for business coverage attached to a policy. The
section also adds large family child care homes to the section of law that provides that insurers
are not obligated to defend such claims absent coverage and prohibits insurers from denying,
canceling, or refusing to renew residential property insurance policies solely because the insured
operates a family or large family child care home, subject to enumerated exceptions.

Section 6 amends s. 1001.24, F.S., to add “state’s early learning programs for children from birth
to 5 years of age” to the definition of the Department of Education (DOE) direct-support
organization (DSO). This will authorize the Florida Education Foundation, Inc., to receive, hold,
invest, and administer property and to make expenditures to or for the benefit of the state's early
learning programs for children birth to five, in addition to what it already provides for public
prekindergarten through grade 12.

Section 7 creates s. 1002.821, F.S., establishing the Florida Endowment for Early Learning
within the DOE’s DSO to serve as a long-term, stable and growing funding source for early
learning initiatives. It defines key entities and accounts, including the endowment fund, an
operating account, the governing board, and the foundation, and states legislative findings and
intent to expand access to high-quality early learning through public and private financial
support.

The section authorizes the DSO board to receive and manage state appropriations, private
donations, grants, and gifts; requires separate accounting for state and nonstate funds; and
establishes an operating account to carry out programmatic purposes. It further authorizes
distributions for direct services to children through early learning coalitions and for donor-
designated early learning programs, requires competitive solicitation for certain expenditures,
mandates annual reporting by the Division of Early Learning, and directs the State Board of
Education to adopt implementing rules.

Section 8 amends s. 1002.95, F.S., to provide that, subject to an appropriation, the administrator
of the TEACH Scholarship Program must establish and administer the Center for Early
Childhood Professional Recognition to ensure statewide alignment of training, trainer approval,
and competency-based assessments. There is currently no such professional recognition entity
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for early childhood professionals designated or recognized in statute. However, the Department
of Children and Families (DCF) maintains a registry where individuals employed in child care
are required to register for courses or continuing education units (CEUs) assessments, take
courses or CEU assessments online and are able to view their individual training transcript.*® It is
unclear how the Center for Early Childhood Professional Recognition would interact or overlap
with the existing systems.

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 9-32 amend “family day care home” to “ftamily child care home” to
conform to the substantive changes in the bill throughout Florida Statutes. Such change in name
will require modifications to administrative rules, forms, contracts, and websites.

Section 34 provides an effective date of July 1, 2026.
IV.  Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.
C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
E. Other Constitutional Issues:

None identified.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

36 Florida Department of Children and Families, Training and Credentialing, https://www.myflfamilies.com/childcaretraining
(last visited Feb. 2, 2026).
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VL.

VII.

VIIL.

IX.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The Department of Education will likely require an additional FTE for the Florida
Education Foundation’s expanded responsibilities relating to early learning. Estimated
total cost for the position is likely $114,739 in the following:

e Salary and benefits: $87,601;

e Expenses: $7,392/Recurring, $6,437/Non-recurring;

e Human Resources: $356/Recurring; and

e Education Technology: $12,953.%7

Technical Deficiencies:
None.
Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 402.306, 402.313,
402.3131, 402.316, 627.70161, 1001.24, 1002.95, 39.202, 125.0109, 166.0445, 212.08, 402.302,
402.305, 402.309, 402.310, 402.3115, 402.312, 402.315, 402.316, 402.318, 402.319, 409.988,
411.203, 1002.55, 1002.82, 1002.83, 1002.84, 1002.88, 1002.895, 1002.92, 1002.93, 1002.945

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.821.
Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education Pre-K — 12 on February 10, 2026:
The CS revises rulemaking specified in the bill to reflect that the State Board of
Education has the authority to adopt rules rather than the Department of Education.

CS by Children, Families, and Elder Affairs on February 3, 2026:

The CS removes:

e The revisions to certain child care licensure standards;

e The contemplated exemptions relating to certain before-and after-school programs
administered by public schools and nonpublic schools; and

e The directive for certain state agencies to examine the creation of a child care and
early learning voucher program for children from families employed in high-demand
occupations.

37 Email from Sarah Moosbrugger, Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs for the Department of Education, RE: Senate
Request: SB 1690 Early Childhood Education - Fiscal Impact, 2/5/2026, on file with the Committee on Children, Families,
and Elder Affairs.
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The CS maintains:

e The deletion of the requirement for child care homes to provide parents with
information related to flu shots and leaving children in a vehicle unattended;

e The prohibition on the cancelation, denial, or nonrenewal of residential property
insurance solely on the basis that certain child care services are provided at the
residence;

e The authorization for the Florida Education Foundation, Inc., to raise and manage
funds and property, and to conduct programs for the benefit of early learning
programs and certain child care providers; and

e The expansion of the role of the TEACH Scholarship Program administrator to
establish and administer the Center for Early Childhood Professional Recognition to
ensure statewide alignment of training, trainer approval, and competency-based
assessments for early learning professionals.

The CS adds the following:

e Requires the Department of Children and Families (DCF) and local licensing
agencies to make publicly available certain information for all child care facilities,
including those child care facilities that are an integral part of a church or parochial
school and those that are run by businesses for the benefit of their employees and also
requires certain exempt from licensure child care facilities to include specific notice
to consumers that they operate under an exemption from licensure or regulation by
the DCF;

e Creates the Florida Endowment for Early Learning within the Department of
Education’s (DOE’s) direct-support organization to serve as a long-term, stable
funding source for early learning initiatives. The language; defines key entities and
accounts; authorizes the board to receive and manage state appropriations, private
donations, grants, and gifts, requires separate accounting for state and nonstate funds,
and establishes an operating account to carry out programmatic purposes; authorizes
distributions for direct services to children through early learning coalitions and for
donor-designated early learning programs; requires annual reporting by the Division
of Early Learning; and directs the DOE to adopt implementing rules; and

e Makes conforming changes throughout statute.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/11/2026
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Calatayud) recommended

the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 547 - 647

and insert:

adopted by the State Board of Education.

(b) The principal of the endowment fund shall be derived

from any legislative appropriations that may be made to the

endowment, and such bequests, gifts, grants, and donations as

may be solicited for such purpose by the foundation from public

or private sources.
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(c) The board of directors of the foundation shall

establish the operating account and shall deposit therein the

moneys transmitted. Moneys in the operating account shall be

available to carry out the purposes of subsection (6).

(d) Funds received from state sources shall be accounted

for separately from bequests, gifts, grants, and donations,

which may be solicited for such purposes by the foundation from

public or private sources. Earnings on funds received from state

sources and funds received from public or private sources shall

be accounted for separately.

(5) ORGANIZATION, POWERS, AND DUTIES.—Within the limits

prescribed in this section or by rule of the State Board of

Education:

(a) The board may solicit and receive bequests, gifts,

grants, donations, goods, and services. Where gifts are

restricted as to purpose, they may be used only for the purpose

or purposes stated by the donor. The board may transmit monetary

gifts to the State Board of Administration for deposit in the

endowment fund principal.

(b) The board may enter into contracts with the Federal

Government, state or local agencies, early learning coalitions,

private entities, or individuals to carry out the purposes of

this section.

(c) The board may identify, initiate, and fund new and

creative programs to carry out the purposes of this section,

utilizing existing organizations, early learning coalitions,

associations, and agencies to carry out such early learning

programs and purposes wherever possible.

(d) The board may make gifts or grants to all of the
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1. The state or any political subdivision thereof, or any

following:

public agency of state or local government.

2. An early learning coalition for administration of direct

services to children identified by the board.

3. The division for purposes of program recognition and

marketing, public relations, and education.

(e) The board may advertise and solicit applications for

funding and shall evaluate applications and program proposals

submitted thereto. Funding shall be awarded only where the

evaluation is positive and the proposal meets both the

guidelines for use established in subsection (6) and such

evaluation criteria as the State Board of Education may

prescribe by rule.

(f) The board shall monitor, review, and annually evaluate

funded programs to determine whether funding should be

continued, terminated, reduced, or increased.

(g) The board shall establish an operating account as

provided in paragraph (4) (c).

(h) The board may take additional actions, including the

hiring of necessary staff, as are deemed necessary and

appropriate to administer this section, subject to rules of the

State Board of Education.

(6) DISTRIBUTION OF MONEYS.—The board shall use the moneys

in the operating account to provide for:

(a) Direct services to children in accordance with an

allocation methodology proposed by the Division of Early

Learning to an early learning coalition approved by the board.

1. The parent or guardian of a child receiving direct

Page 3 of 5
2/9/2026 10:33:51 AM 581-02610-26




69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1690

[T =<

services from an early learning coalition shall choose from

providers under a contract with an early learning coalition

pursuant to s. 1002.88.

2. Unless otherwise specified by the donor, the early

learning coalition shall apply a parent copay based on family

income pursuant to s. 1002.84(9) or s. 1002.935(2) (b).

3. The early learning coalition shall reimburse a provider

serving a child using direct service funds from the early

learning endowment at the same reimbursement rate allowed

pursuant to s. 1002.84(17) (a) .

4. FEach early learning coalition providing direct services

must comply with the same administrative requirements under this

part.

(b) Programs designed to support early learning as

identified by donors, gifts, or grants.

Any allocation of funds made for programs pursuant to paragraph

(b) or for advertising or consulting is subject to a competitive

solicitation process. State funds may not be used to fund events

for private sector donors or potential donors or to honor

supporters.

(7) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Division of Early Learning shall

include information in its report of activities pursuant to s.

1002.82(7) summarizing the performance of the endowment fund for

the previous fiscal year, summarizing the foundation’s

fundraising activities and performance, and detailing the

activities and programs supported by the endowment principal or

earnings on the endowment principal and the activities and

programs supported by private sources, bequests, gifts, grants,

Page 4 of 5
2/9/2026 10:33:51 AM 581-02610-26




98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115

Florida Senate - 2026 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1690

[T =<

donations, and other valued goods and services received. The

report must also include all of the following:

(a) Financial data, by service type, including expenditures

for administration and the provision of services by each early

learning coalition.

(b) The amount of funds spent on administrative expenses

and fundraising and the amount of funds raised from private

sources.

(c) Outcome data, including the number of children served

and any child outcomes.

(8) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

to implement

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 58
and insert:

activities; requiring the State Board of Education to
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By the Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs;
Senator Calatayud

586-02453-26
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to child care and early learning
services; amending s. 402.306, F.S.; revising the
information on child care required to be disseminated
electronically to the community; amending ss. 402.313
and 402.3131, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
family child care homes and large family child care
homes, respectively, provide specified information to
parents each year; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 402.316, F.S.; requiring
that certain child care facilities exempt from
licensure requirements meet certain minimum
requirements; providing that failure to meet such
minimum requirements results in the loss of the
exemption from licensure; requiring child care
facilities exempt from licensure requirements to
include a specified statement on its website and in
its promotional materials and facility-created
documents and forms provided to families served by the
child care facility; amending s. 627.70161, F.S.;
changing the term “family day care home” to “family
child care home”; providing legislative findings and
intent relating to large family child care homes;
defining the term “large family child care home”;
prohibiting residential property insurance policies
from providing coverage for liability for claims
arising out of, or in connection with, the operations
of large family child care homes; providing that

insurers are under no obligation to defend against
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lawsuits covering such claims; providing exceptions;
prohibiting insurers from denying, cancelling, or
refusing to renew a policy for residential property
insurance on the basis that the policyholders or
applicants operate large family child care homes;
providing exceptions; reenacting and amending s.
1001.24, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“Department of Education direct-support organization”;
creating s. 1002.821, F.S.; providing a short title;
defining terms; providing legislative intent;
establishing the Florida Endowment for Early Learning
Foundation within a Department of Education direct-
support organization for a specified purpose;
requiring that the endowment fund principal derive
from specified sources; requiring the board of
directors to establish and deposit money into the
operating account; requiring such money to be used for
a specified purpose; requiring that funds from state
sources be accounted for separately from public and
private sources; specifying powers and duties of the
board of directors; requiring the board to use the
moneys in the operating account for specified
purposes; providing for early learning provider
selection, copay pricing, reimbursement, and
administrative requirements; prohibiting state funds
from being spent in certain donors or supporters;
requiring the Division of Early Learning to include

specified information in its annual report of its

activities; requiring the Department of Education to
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adopt rules; amending s. 1002.95, F.S.; requiring the
administrator of the Teacher Education and
Compensation Helps Scholarship Program, subject to an
appropriation, to establish and administer the Center
for Early Childhood Professional Recognition for a
specified purpose; amending ss. 39.202, 125.0109,
166.0445, 212.08, 402.302, 402.305, 402.309, 402.310,
402.3115, 402.312, 402.315, 402.316, 402.318, 402.319,
409.988, 411.203, 1002.55, 1002.82, 1002.83, 1002.84,
1002.88, 1002.895, 1002.92, 1002.93, and 1002.945,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the

act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 402.306, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

402.306 Designation of licensing agency; dissemination by
the department and local licensing agency of information on
child care.—

(3) The department and local licensing agencies, or the
designees thereof, shall be responsible for coordination and
dissemination of information on child care to the community and
shall make available through electronic means all licensing
standards and procedures, health and safety standards for school
readiness providers, monitoring and inspection reports, and the
names and addresses of }ieensed child care facilities, school
readiness program providers, and, where applicable pursuant to

s. 402.313, licensed or registered family child day care homes.
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This information shall also include the number of deaths,
serious injuries, and instances of substantiated child abuse

that have occurred in child care settings, including those which

are exempt pursuant to s. 402.316(1) or (2), each year; research

and best practices in child development; and resources regarding
social-emotional development, parent and family engagement,
healthy eating, and physical activity.

Section 2. Section 402.313, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

402.313 Family child €ay care homes.—

(1) Family child day care homes shall be licensed under
this act if they are presently being licensed under an existing
county licensing ordinance or if the board of county
commissioners passes a resolution that family child d&ay care
homes be licensed.

(a) If not subject to license, family child day care homes
shall register annually with the department, providing the
following information:

1. The name and address of the home.

2. The name of the operator.

3. The number of children served.

4. Proof of a written plan to provide at least one other
competent adult to be available to substitute for the operator
in an emergency. This plan shall include the name, address, and
telephone number of the designated substitute.

5. Proof of screening and background checks.

6. Proof of successful completion of the 30-hour training
course, as evidenced by passage of a competency examination,

which shall include:
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117 a. State and local rules and regulations that govern child 146| screening in family child €ay care homes, the term includes any
118| care. 147| member over the age of 12 years of a family child €ay care home
119 b. Health, safety, and nutrition. 148| operator’s family, or persons over the age of 12 years residing
120 c. Identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect. 149| with the operator in the family child €&y care home. Members of
121 d. Child development, including typical and atypical 150 the operator’s family, or persons residing with the operator,
122 language development; and cognitive, motor, social, and self- 151 who are between the ages of 12 years and 18 years shall not be
123| help skills development. 152 required to be fingerprinted, but shall be screened for
124 e. Observation of developmental behaviors, including using 153 delinquency records.
125 a checklist or other similar observation tools and techniques to 154 (4) Operators of family child €&y care homes must
126 determine a child’s developmental level. 155 successfully complete an approved 30-clock-hour introductory
127 f. Specialized areas, including early literacy and language 156 course in child care, as evidenced by passage of a competency
128| development of children from birth to 5 years of age, as 157| examination, before caring for children.
129 determined by the department, for owner-operators of family 158 (5) In order to further develop their child care skills
130| child day care homes. 159 and, if appropriate, their administrative skills, operators of
131 7. Proof that immunization records are kept current. 160| family child day care homes shall be required to complete an
132 8. Proof of completion of the required continuing education 161 additional 1 continuing education unit of approved training or
133| wunits or clock hours. 162 10 clock hours of equivalent training, as determined by the
134 (b) A family child day care home may volunteer to be 163| department, annually.
135 licensed under this act. 164 (6) Operators of family child €&y care homes shall be
136 (c) The department may provide technical assistance to 165| required to complete 0.5 continuing education unit of approved
137 counties and family child day care home providers to enable 166| training in early literacy and language development of children
138| counties and family child €&y care providers to achieve 167 from birth to 5 years of age one time. The year that this
139| compliance with family child day care homes standards. 168| training is completed, it shall fulfill the 0.5 continuing
140 (2) This information shall be included in a directory to be 169| education unit or 5 clock hours of the annual training required
141| published annually by the department to inform the public of 170 in subsection (5).
142| available child care facilities. 171 (7) Operators of family child day care homes shall be
143 (3) Child care personnel in family child €ay care homes 172 required annually to complete a health and safety home
144 shall be subject to the applicable screening provisions 173| inspection self-evaluation checklist developed by the department
145| contained in ss. 402.305(2) and 402.3055. For purposes of 174 in conjunction with the statewide resource and referral program.
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The completed checklist shall be signed by the operator of the
family child €ay care home and provided to parents as
certification that basic health and safety standards are being
met.

(8) Family child day care home operators may avail

themselves of supportive services offered by the department.

(9) The department shall prepare a brochure on family child

day care for distribution by the department and by local
licensing agencies, if appropriate, to family child day care
homes for distribution to parents utilizing such child care, and
to all interested persons, including physicians and other health
professionals; mental health professionals; school teachers or
other school personnel; social workers or other professional
child care, foster care, residential, or institutional workers;
and law enforcement officers. The brochure shall, at a minimum,
contain the following information:

(a) A brief description of the requirements for family
child day care registration, training, and fingerprinting and
screening.

(b) A listing of those counties that require licensure of
family child day care homes. Such counties shall provide an
addendum to the brochure that provides a brief description of
the licensure requirements or may provide a brochure in lieu of
the one described in this subsection, provided it contains all
the required information on licensure and the required
information in the subsequent paragraphs.

(c) A statement indicating that information about the
family child €ay care home’s compliance with applicable state or

local requirements can be obtained by telephoning the department

Page 7 of 48

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

CS for SB 1690

20261690cl

204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232

Florida Senate - 2026 CS for SB 1690

586-02453-26 20261690cl
office or the office of the local licensing agency, if
appropriate, at a telephone number or numbers which shall be
affixed to the brochure.

(d) The statewide toll-free telephone number of the central
abuse hotline, together with a notice that reports of suspected
and actual child physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect are
received and referred for investigation by the hotline.

(e) Any other information relating to competent child care
that the department or local licensing agency, if preparing a
separate brochure, deems would be helpful to parents and other
caretakers in their selection of a family child €a¥ care home.

(10) On an annual basis, the department shall evaluate the
registration and licensure system for family child €ay care
homes. Such evaluation shall, at a minimum, address the
following:

(a) The number of family child day care homes registered
and licensed and the dates of such registration and licensure.

(b) The number of children being served in both registered
and licensed family child €&y care homes and any available slots
in such homes.

(c) The number of complaints received concerning family
child €&y care, the nature of the complaints, and the resolution
of such complaints.

(d) The training activities utilized by child care
personnel in family child €&y care homes for meeting the state

or local training requirements.

The evaluation shall be utilized by the department in any

administrative modifications or adjustments to be made in the
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233| registration of family child €&y care homes or in any 262| eausesy—symptoms andtransmissionof the influenza virusinan
234 legislative requests for modifications to the system of 263 £fore—+£ dueate—th parents—regarding—the importan £
235| registration or to other requirements for family child e&ay care 264 immunizingthedr children against influenzaas—r mmended—b
236| homes. 265| <+theAdviseory Committ a—Immuntzation Practicesofth rEer
237 (11) In order to inform the public of the state requirement 266 e Flaes b Apa i
238| for registration of family child €ay care homes as well as the 267 {1 5)—DPuri th th £ April and Septemb £
239| other requirements for such homes to legally operate in the 268
240 state, the department shall institute a media campaign to 269
241 accomplish this end. Such a campaign shall include, at a 270 regarding—the potential for o distractedadult+tofail +te—drep
242| minimum, flyers, newspaper advertisements, radio advertisements, 271 eff—a—ehildat—the family dayearehome and instead teave the
243 and television advertisements. 272 hitd—an—+theadulttl hiete—vupeorn—arrival at—+the adulel
244 (12) Notwithstanding any other state or local law or 273| destination—TFhefamily day —ecare—hom hatdl—at kS parent
245 ordinance, any family child €ay care home licensed pursuant to 274 infermation about—r e +ehsuggestions—toaveidthi
246 this chapter or pursuant to a county ordinance shall be charged 275 wrrenee—Thedepartment—shall ¢ top—a—flyer—orbrochur
247| the utility rates accorded to a residential home. A licensed 276 vith—thisinformation—that shall be posted—tothe department’
248 family child €ay care home may not be charged commercial utility 2717 bsite;—whieh family day—ecarehom e heoose—teo—reprods arre
249| rates. 278| preovide—to—parents—=t atisfy—the reqguirement e
250 (13) The department shall, by rule, establish minimum 279 subseetion~
251 standards for family child €&y care homes that are required to 280 Section 3. Subsections (9) and (10) of section 402.3131,
252| Dbe licensed by county licensing ordinance or county licensing 281| Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
253| resolution or that voluntarily choose to be licensed. The 282 402.3131 Large family child care homes.—

254 standards should include requirements for staffing, training, 283 49— Dburing—the meonth £ August—and September of eaech aE
255 maintenance of immunization records, minimum health and safety 284
256 standards, reduced standards for the regulation of child care 285
257 during evening hours by municipalities and counties, and 286
258 enforcement of standards. 287
259 34— DPuring—the monthsof August—and Scptemberof—ecach 288| immunizing—their echildrenagainst—inflvenzaas—r mmended—o
260 ar—each—family—da are—hom ratl—provide—parent £ 289| £k dviseory—Committ It eationPraett: £—th FrEer
261 290| feor—bisesn rErol—and—Pr aEion-
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291 10— Dburing—the monthsof April and Septemberof ecach years 320| 402-305—and—402-30655. Failure by a facility to comply with sueh
292 at—a—mintmun,—ecach targe—famit hitd—eare—hom ettt provid 321 screening requirements pursuant to ss. 402.305 and 402.3055
293| parent £ ehildren—attendingthe largefamily echild ecarehom 322 shall result in the loss of the facility’s exemption from
294| infeormation regarding the potential for a distractedadult—te 323| 1licensure.
295| feil+teodrepoffa—<childatthe largefamil hildeare—home—and 324 (2) The provisions of ss. 402.301-402.319, except for the
296 instead—ten hr ritd—in—the—aduttl hele—upen—arrivatl—at 325 requirements regarding screening of child care personnel
297| <+the—adultlsdestination—The targefamity chiltd—eare—home—shaltlt 326| pursuant to ss. 402.305 and 402.3055, do not apply to a child
298| =t Tk parepts—information about—r SES veh——suggestion 327 care facility that solely provides child care to eligible
299| +fe—aveid—thi yrrepce—The department—shall 4 lop—a—flyer 328| children as defined in s. 402.261(1) (c). Such facilities must
300 r—prochur +th—this—infermatior—that shall be posted—te—th 329| meet minimum requirements of the applicable local governing body
301 departmentls—website;,—which targe—Ffamidt ritd—eare—hom e 330 as to health, sanitation, and safety. Failure by a facility to
302 B to—reprodu and—provide—to—parents—t atisfy—th 331 comply with screening requirements pursuant to ss. 402.305 and
303 regutrement £—hi ubsection- 332 402.3055 shall result in the loss of the facility’s exemption
304 Section 4. Section 402.316, Florida Statutes, is amended to 333 from licensure.
305 read: 334 (3)42» The provisions of ss. 402.301-402.319 do not apply
306 402.316 Exemptions.— 335 to a child care facility or family child €&y care home if the
307 (1) The provisions of ss. 402.301-402.319, except for the 336 child care facility or family child day care home has a
308| requirements regarding screening of child care personnel 337 certificate issued by the United States Department of Defense or
309| pursuant to ss. 402.305 and 402.3055, do not apply to a child 338| by the United States Coast Guard to provide child care and has
310| care facility which is an integral part of church or parochial 339| completed background screening by the United States Department
311 schools—er—a—~ehiltd—eare—facititythat Tely—provie hitd 340 of Defense pursuant to 34 U.S.C. s. 20351 and 32 C.F.R. part 86
312 are—t Tieibt rildren—asdefineddn 5402263t} 341 and received a favorable suitability and fitness determination.
313| conducting regularly scheduled classes, courses of study, or 342 If the child care facility or family child day care home elects
314| educational programs accredited by, or by a member of, an 343| to serve children ineligible for care under the United States
315| organization that whieh publishes and requires compliance with 344| Department of Defense Instruction 6060.02, the child care
316| its standards for health, safety, and sanitation. Hewewers Such 345| facility or family child €&y care home must be licensed under
317| facilities must shadd meet minimum requirements of the 346| this chapter.
318 applicable local governing body as to health, sanitation, and 347 (4)+43> Any child care facility covered by the exemption
319| safety and——shall -meet—the serecening reqguirementspursuant—te—ss= 348| wunder subsection (1) or subsection (2) which desires to be
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349| licensed may submit an application to the department or local 378| need to specify that contractual liabilities that arise in
350 licensing agency pursuant to s. 402.308(4). 379 connection with the operation of the family child €&y care home
351 (5)+44)> The department and the local licensing agency 380| or the large family child care home are excluded from
352| pursuant to s. 402.308(4) shall adopt rules to administer and 381 residential property insurance policies unless they are
353 implement this section, including, but not limited to, any 382 specifically included in such coverage.
354 assessments of previous licensure history. 383 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
355 (6) A child care facility exempt under subsection (1) or 384 (a) “Child care” means the care, protection, and
356 subsection (2) must include, at a minimum, the following 385 supervision of a child, for a period of less than 24 hours a day
357 statement on its website, in its promotional materials, and on 386 on a regular basis, which supplements parental care, enrichment,
358 its facility-created documents and forms provided to families 387 and health supervision for the child, in accordance with his or
359 served by the child care facility: “(Child care facility name) 388 her individual needs, and for which a payment, fee, or grant is
360| is a child care facility operating under an exemption pursuant 389| made for care.
361 to the laws of the State of Florida and is not subject to 390 (b) “Family child day care home” means an occupied
362 licensure or regulation by the Department of Children and 391 residence in which child care is regularly provided for children
363| Families.” 392 from at least two unrelated families and which receives a
364 Section 5. Section 627.70161, Florida Statutes, is amended 393 payment, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving care,
365 to read: 394 whether or not operated for a profit.
366 627.70161 Family child €&y care and large family child care 395 (c) “Large family child care home” means an occupied
367 insurance.— 396| residence in which child care is regularly provided for children
368 (1) PURPOSE AND INTENT.—The Legislature recognizes that 397 from at least two unrelated families; which receives a payment,
369| family child day care and large family child care homes fulfill 398| fee, or grant for any of the children receiving care, whether or
3701 a vital role in providing child care in Florida. It is the 399| not operated for profit; and which has at least two full-time
371 intent of the Legislature that residential property insurance 400| child care personnel on the premises during the hours of
372 coverage should not be canceled, denied, or nonrenewed solely on 401| operation. One of the two full-time child care personnel must be
373| the basis of the child femily—eay care services at the 402| the owner or occupant of the residence. A large family child
374 residence. The Legislature also recognizes that the potential 403| care home must first have operated as a licensed family child
375 1liability of residential property insurers is substantially 404 care home for at least 2 years, with an operator who has held a
376| increased by the rendition of child care services on the 405 child development associate credential or its equivalent for at
377| premises. The Legislature therefore finds that there is a public 406| least 1 year, before seeking licensure as a large family child
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407 care home. Household children under 13 years of age, when on the 436 (a) The policyholder or applicant provides care for more
408| premises of the large family child care home or on a field trip 437 children than authorized fer—family<d= are—hom by s.
409 with children enrolled in child care, must be included in the 438 402.302;
410| overall capacity of the licensed home. A large family child care 439 (b) The policyholder or applicant fails to maintain a
411| home may provide care for one of the following groups of 440| separate commercial liability policy or an endorsement providing
412 children, which must include household children under 13 years 441 liability coverage for the family child €ay care home or the
413| of age: 442 large family child care home operations;
414 1. A maximum of 8 children from birth to 24 months of age. 443 (c) The policyholder or applicant fails to comply with the
415 2. A maximum of 12 children, with no more than 4 children 444| applicable family<da sre—home licensure and registration
416| wunder 24 months of age. 445 requirements specified in chapter 402 s+—462-313; or
417 (3) FAMILY CHILD BA¥ CARE AND LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE 446 (d) Discovery of willful or grossly negligent acts or
418| HOMES; COVERAGE.—A residential property insurance policy may 447| omissions or any violations of state laws or regulations
419| shatt not provide coverage for liability for claims arising out 448 establishing safety standards for family child €ay care homes or
420 of, or in connection with, the operation of a family child day 449 large family child care homes by the named insured or his or her
421 care home or a large family child care home, and the insurer 450 representative which materially increase any of the risks
422 shall be under no obligation to defend against lawsuits covering 451 insured.
423| such claims, unless: 452 Section 6. Section 1001.24, Florida Statutes, is reenacted
424 (a) Specifically covered in a policy; or 453| and amended to read:
425 (b) Covered by a rider or endorsement for business coverage 454 1001.24 Direct-support organization; use of property; board
426| attached to a policy. 455 of directors; audit.—
427 (4) DENIAL, CANCELLATION, REFUSAL TO RENEW PROHIBITED.—An 456 (1) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this section, the
428 insurer may not deny, cancel, or refuse to renew a policy for 457 term:
429| residential property insurance solely on the basis that the 458 (a) “Department of Education direct-support organization”
430| policyholder or applicant operates a family child day care home 459| means an organization:
431| or a large family child care home. In addition to other lawful 460 1. That is a corporation not for profit that is
432 reasons for refusing to insure, an insurer may deny, cancel, or 461 incorporated under the provisions of chapter 617 and approved by
433| refuse to renew a policy of a family child day care home or a 462| the Department of State.
434 large family child care home provider if one or more of the 463 2. That is organized and operated exclusively to receive,
435| following conditions occur: 464| hold, invest, and administer property and to make expenditures

Page 15 of 48 Page 16 of 48
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493

Florida Senate - 2026

586-02453-26

to or for the benefit

CS for SB 1690

20261690cl

of the state’s early learning programs for

children from birth to 5 years of age and public prekindergarten

through 12th grade education in this state.

3. That the State Board of Education, after review, has

certified to be operating in a manner consistent with the goals

and best interest of the Department of Education.

(b) “Personal services” includes full-time or part-time

personnel, as well as payroll processing.

(2) USE OF PROPERTY.—The State Board of Education:

(a) May permit the use of property, facilities, and

personal services of the department by the direct-support

organization, subject

to the provisions of this section.

(b) Shall prescribe by rule conditions with which the

direct-support organization must comply in order to use

property, facilities,

or personal services of the department.

Such rules shall provide for budget and audit review and for

oversight by the department.

(c) Shall not permit the use of property, facilities, or

personal services of the direct-support organization if such

organization does not provide equal employment opportunities to

all persons, regardless of race, color, national origin, gender,

age, or religion.

(3) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The board of directors of the

department direct-support organization shall be appointed by the

commissioner and shall include representation from business,

industry, and other components of Florida’s economy.

(4) ANNUAL AUDIT.—Each direct-support organization shall

provide for an annual

215.981. The identity

financial audit in accordance with s.

of donors who desire to remain anonymous
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nd that anonymity shall be maintained in
All records of the organization other than
management letter, and any supplemental
Auditor General and the Office of Program

overnment Accountability shall be

confidential and exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1).

Section 7. Section 1002.821, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1002.821 Florida Endowment for Early Learning.—

(1) SHORT TITLE

.—This section may be cited as the “Florida

Endowment for Farly L

earning Act.”

(2) DEFINITIONS

.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Board” means the board of directors of the Department

of Education direct-s

upport organization under s. 1001.24.

(b) “Endowment fund” means an account established within

the Department of Edu

cation direct-support organization for the

Division of Early Lea

rning within the department to provide a

continuing and growin

g source of revenue for the state’s early

learning efforts.

(c) “Foundation” means the Department of Education direct-

support organization

under s. 1001.24.

(d) “Operating account” means an account established under

paragraph (4) (c) to ¢

arry out the purposes provided in

subsection (6) .

(3) LEGISLATIVE

INTENT.—The Legislature recognizes that

access to high-qualit

y early learning experiences prepares

children for a lifetime of success by fostering foundational

skills in academics,

developing executive functioning skills,

and supporting cognit

ive function. This includes better
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preparation for kindergarten, stronger cognitive and problem-

solving abilities, and improved approaches to learning, which

all contribute to greater long-term educational attainment and

career success. However, there is a critical need for

significant additional funding to achieve this goal.

Accordingly, the Legislature further finds and declares that:

(a) With continued support, this state’s youngest residents

can have access to high-quality early learning opportunities

that reduce the need for significant long-term educational

interventions and provide the foundational experiences needed

for a child to have success in school and in life.

(b) The purpose of this section is to broaden the

participation and funding potential for further significant

support for access to early-learning opportunities for this

state’s youngest learners.

(c) It is appropriate to encourage individual and corporate

support and involvement, as well as state support and

involvement, to promote access to early learning programs for

this state’s youngest residents.
(4) REVENUE FOR THE ENDOWMENT FUND.—

(a) The Florida Endowment for Early Learning is established

within the Department of Education direct-support organization

under s. 1001.24 to create a long-term, stable, and growing

source of revenue to be administered, in accordance with rules

adopted by the department.

(b) The principal of the endowment fund shall derive from

any legislative appropriations that may be made to the

endowment, and such bequests, gifts, grants, and donations as

may be solicited for such purpose by the foundation from public
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or private sources.

(c) The board of directors of the foundation shall

establish the operating account and shall deposit therein the

moneys transmitted. Moneys in the operating account shall be

available to carry out the purposes of subsection (6).

(d) Funds received from state sources shall be accounted

for separately from bequests, gifts, grants, and donations,

which may be solicited for such purposes by the foundation from

public or private sources. Earnings on funds received from state

sources and funds received from public or private sources shall

be accounted for separately.

(5) ORGANIZATION, POWERS, AND DUTIES.—Within the limits

prescribed in this section or by rule of the department:

(a) The board may solicit and receive bequests, gifts,

grants, donations, goods, and services. Where gifts are

restricted as to purpose, they may be used only for the purpose

or purposes stated by the donor. The board may transmit monetary

gifts to the State Board of Administration for deposit in the

endowment fund principal.

(b) The board may enter into contracts with the Federal

Government, state or local agencies, early learning coalitions,

private entities, or individuals to carry out the purposes of

this section.

(c) The board may identify, initiate, and fund new and

creative programs to carry out the purposes of this section,

utilizing existing organizations, early learning coalitions,

associations, and agencies to carry out such early learning

programs and purposes wherever possible.

(d) The board may make gifts or grants to all of the

Page 20 of 48
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2026 CS for SB 1690 Florida Senate - 2026 CS for SB 1690

586-02453-26 20261690cl 586-02453-26 20261690cl
581 following: 610| early learning coalition pursuant to s. 1002.88.
582 1. The state or any political subdivision thereof, or any 611 2. Unless otherwise specified by the donor, the early
583| public agency of state or local government. 612 learning coalition shall apply a parent copay based on family
584 2. An early learning coalition for administration of direct 613 income pursuant to s. 1002.84(9) or s. 1002.935(2) (b).
585| services to children identified by the board. 614 3. The early learning coalition shall reimburse a provider
586 3. The division for purposes of program recognition and 615 serving a child using direct service funds from the early
587| marketing, public relations, and education. 616| learning endowment at the same reimbursement rate allowed
588 (e) The board may advertise and solicit applications for 617 pursuant to s. 1002.84(17) (a) .
589 funding and shall evaluate applications and program proposals 618 4. Each early learning coalition providing direct services
590 submitted thereto. Funding shall be awarded only where the 619 must comply with the same administrative requirements under this
591 evaluation is positive and the proposal meets both the 620 part.
592| guidelines for use established in subsection (6) and such 621 (b) Programs designed to support early learning as
593 evaluation criteria as the department may prescribe by rule. 622 identified by donors, gifts, or grants.
594 (f) The board shall monitor, review, and annually evaluate 623
595 funded programs to determine whether funding should be 624| Any allocation of funds made for programs pursuant to paragraph
596 continued, terminated, reduced, or increased. 625 (b) or for advertising or consulting is subject to a competitive
597 (g) The board shall establish an operating account as 626 solicitation process. State funds may not be used to fund events
598| provided in paragraph (4) (c). 627 for private sector donors or potential donors or to honor
599 (h) The board may take additional actions, including the 628| supporters.
600| hiring of necessary staff, as are deemed necessary and 629 (7) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Division of Early Learning shall
601| appropriate to administer this section, subject to rules of the 630| include information in its report of activities pursuant to s.
602| department. 631 1002.82(7) summarizing the performance of the endowment fund for
603 (6) DISTRIBUTION OF MONEYS.—The board shall use the moneys 632| the previous fiscal year, summarizing the foundation’s
604 in the operating account to provide for: 633| fundraising activities and performance, and detailing the
605 (a) Direct services to children in accordance with an 634| activities and programs supported by the endowment principal or
606| allocation methodology proposed by the Division of Early 635| earnings on the endowment principal and the activities and
607| Learning to an early learning coalition approved by the board. 636| programs supported by private sources, bequests, gifts, grants,
608 1. A child receiving direct services from an early learning 637 donations, and other valued goods and services received. The
609| coalition shall choose from providers under a contract with an 638| report must also include all of the following:

Page 21 of 48 Page 22 of 48
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667

Florida Senate - 2026 CS for SB 1690

586-02453-26 20261690cl

(a) Financial data, by service type, including expenditures

for administration and the provision of services by each early

learning coalition.

(b) The amount of funds spent on administrative expenses

and fundraising and the amount of funds raised from private

sources.

(c) Outcome data, including the number of children served

and any child outcomes.

(8) RULES.—The department shall adopt rules to implement

this section.

Section 8. Present subsection (2) of section 1002.95,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (3), and a new
subsection (2) is added to that section, to read:

1002.95 Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (TEACH)
Scholarship Program.—

(2) Subject to an appropriation, the TEACH Scholarship

Program administrator shall also establish and administer the

Center for Early Childhood Professional Recognition to ensure

alignment of training statewide, including, but not limited to,

a system of training approval, a system of trainer approval, and

implementation of competency-based assessments aligned to the

early learning professional development standards and career

pathways under s. 1002.995.

Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
39.202, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

39.202 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases of
child abuse or neglect; exception.—

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), access to such

records, excluding the name of, or other identifying information
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with respect to, the reporter which may only be released as
provided in subsection (5), may only be granted to the following
persons, officials, and agencies:

(a) Employees, authorized agents, or contract providers of
the department, the Department of Health, the Agency for Persons
with Disabilities, the Agency for Health Care Administration,
the Department of Education, or county agencies responsible for
carrying out:

1. Child or adult protective investigations;

Ongoing child or adult protective services;
Early intervention and prevention services;

Healthy Start services;

g w N

Licensure or approval of adoptive homes, foster homes,
child care facilities, facilities licensed under chapters 393
and 394, family child day care homes, providers who receive
school readiness funding under part VI of chapter 1002, or other
homes used to provide for the care and welfare of children;

6. Employment screening for caregivers in residential group
homes and facilities licensed under chapters 393, 394, and 409;
or

7. Services for victims of domestic violence when provided
by certified domestic violence centers working at the

department’s request as case consultants or with shared clients.

Also, employees or agents of the Department of Juvenile Justice
responsible for the provision of services to children, pursuant
to chapters 984 and 985.

Section 10. Section 125.0109, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:
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697 125.0109 Family child €ay care homes; local zoning 726| entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is
698 regulation.—The operation of a residence as a family child day 727 otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a
699| care home, as defined by law, registered or licensed with the 728| representative or employee of the entity by any means,
700 Department of Children and Families shall constitute a valid 729 including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
701 residential use for purposes of any local zoning regulations, 730 when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
702 and no such regulation shall require the owner or operator of 731 by the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
703| such family child e€ay care home to obtain any special exemption 732| this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is
704| or use permit or waiver, or to pay any special fee in excess of 733| otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has
705| $50, to operate in an area zoned for residential use. 734| obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
706 Section 11. Section 166.0445, Florida Statutes, is amended 735 or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as
707 to read: 736 required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
708 166.0445 Family child day care homes; local zoning 737| with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
709 regulation.—The operation of a residence as a family child day 738 subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an
710 care home, as defined by law, registered or licensed with the 739 exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict
711| Department of Children and Families shall constitute a valid 740| compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
712 residential use for purposes of any local zoning regulations, 741 shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer
713| and no such regulation shall require the owner or operator of 742| this subsection.
714 such family child day care home to obtain any special exemption 743 (j) Household fuels.—Also exempt from payment of the tax
715| or use permit or waiver, or to pay any special fee in excess of 744 imposed by this chapter are sales of utilities to residential
716 $50, to operate in an area zoned for residential use. 745| households or owners of residential models in this state by
717 Section 12. Paragraph (j) of subsection (7) of section 746 utility companies who pay the gross receipts tax imposed under
718 212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 747 s. 203.01, and sales of fuel to residential households or owners
719 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and 748 of residential models, including oil, kerosene, liquefied
720| storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the 749| petroleum gas, coal, wood, and other fuel products used in the
721 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the 750 household or residential model for the purposes of heating,
722 storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following 751 cooking, lighting, and refrigeration, regardless of whether such
723| are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this 752 sales of utilities and fuels are separately metered and billed
724 chapter. 753| direct to the residents or are metered and billed to the
725 (7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—Exemptions provided to any 754 landlord. If any part of the utility or fuel is used for a
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nonexempt purpose, the entire sale is taxable. The landlord
shall provide a separate meter for nonexempt utility or fuel
consumption. For the purposes of this paragraph, licensed family
child day care homes shall also be exempt.

Section 13. Subsections (3), (8), (9), and (11) of section
402.302, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

402.302 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(3) “Child care personnel” means all owners, operators,
employees, and volunteers working in a child care facility. The
term does not include persons who work in a child care facility
after hours when children are not present or parents of children
in a child care facility. For purposes of screening, the term
includes any member, over the age of 12 years, of a child care
facility operator’s family, or person, over the age of 12 years,
residing with a child care facility operator if the child care
facility is located in or adjacent to the home of the operator
or if the family member of, or person residing with, the child
care facility operator has any direct contact with the children
in the facility during its hours of operation. Members of the
operator’s family or persons residing with the operator who are
between the ages of 12 years and 18 years are not required to be
fingerprinted but must be screened for delinquency records. For
purposes of screening, the term also includes persons who work
in child care programs that provide care for children 15 hours
or more each week in public or nonpublic schools, family child
day care homes, membership organizations under s. 402.301, or
programs otherwise exempted under s. 402.316. The term does not
include public or nonpublic school personnel who are providing

care during regular school hours, or after hours for activities
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related to a school’s program for grades kindergarten through
12. A volunteer who assists on an intermittent basis for less
than 10 hours per month is not included in the term “personnel”
for the purposes of screening and training if a person who meets
the screening requirement of s. 402.305(2) is always present and
has the volunteer in his or her line of sight. Students who
observe and participate in a child care facility as a part of
their required coursework are not considered child care
personnel, provided such observation and participation are on an
intermittent basis and a person who meets the screening
requirement of s. 402.305(2) is always present and has the
student in his or her line of sight.

(8) “Family child day care home” means an occupied
residence in which child care is regularly provided for children
from at least two unrelated families and which receives a
payment, fee, or grant for any of the children receiving care,
whether or not operated for profit. Household children under 13
years of age, when on the premises of the family child €ay care
home or on a field trip with children enrolled in child care,
shall be included in the overall capacity of the licensed home.
A family child €&y care home shall be allowed to provide care
for one of the following groups of children, which shall include
household children under 13 years of age:

(a) A maximum of four children from birth to 12 months of
age.

(b) A maximum of three children from birth to 12 months of
age, and other children, for a maximum total of six children.

(c) A maximum of six preschool children if all are older

than 12 months of age.
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813 (d) A maximum of 10 children if no more than 5 are 842 groups of children, which shall include household children under
814 preschool age and, of those 5, no more than 2 are under 12 843 13 years of age:
815 months of age. 844 (a) A maximum of 8 children from birth to 24 months of age.
816 (9) “Household children” means children who are related by 845 (b) A maximum of 12 children, with no more than 4 children
817 blood, marriage, or legal adoption to, or who are the legal 846 under 24 months of age.
818| wards of, the family child day care home operator, the large 847 Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (17) of section
819 family child care home operator, or an adult household member 848 402.305, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
820| who permanently or temporarily resides in the home. Supervision 849 402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities.—
821 of the operator’s household children shall be left to the 850 (17) TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP.—
822 discretion of the operator unless those children receive 851 (a) One week prior to the transfer of ownership of a child
823 subsidized child care through the school readiness program 852 care facility or family child da¥ care home, the transferor
824| pursuant to s. 1002.92 to be in the home. 853| shall notify the parent or caretaker of each child of the
825 (11) “Large family child care home” means an occupied 854 impending transfer.
826 residence in which child care is regularly provided for children 855 Section 15. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
827 from at least two unrelated families, which receives a payment, 856 402.309, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
828 fee, or grant for any of the children receiving care, whether or 857 402.309 Provisional license or registration.—
829| not operated for profit, and which has at least two full-time 858 (1) The local licensing agency or the department, whichever
830| child care personnel on the premises during the hours of 859| 1is authorized to license child care facilities in a county, may
831 operation. One of the two full-time child care personnel must be 860 issue a provisional license for child care facilities, family
832| the owner or occupant of the residence. A large family child 861| child day care homes, or large family child care homes, or a
833| care home must first have operated as a licensed family child 862| provisional registration for family child dey care homes to
834| &ay care home for 2 years, with an operator who has had a child 863 applicants for an initial license or registration or to
835| development associate credential or its equivalent for 1 year, 864 licensees or registrants seeking a renewal who are unable to
836| before seeking licensure as a large family child care home. 865| meet all the standards provided for in ss. 402.301-402.319.
837 Household children under 13 years of age, when on the premises 866 (2) A provisional license or registration may not be issued
838| of the large family child care home or on a field trip with 867| wunless the operator or owner makes adequate provisions for the
839| children enrolled in child care, shall be included in the 868| health and safety of the child. A provisional license may be
840 overall capacity of the licensed home. A large family child care 869 issued for a child care facility if all of the screening
841| home shall be allowed to provide care for one of the following 870| materials have been timely submitted. A provisional license or
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registration may not be issued unless the child care facility,
family child €ay care home, or large family child care home is
in compliance with the requirements for screening of child care
personnel in ss. 402.305, 402.3055, 402.313, and 402.3131,
respectively.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a local licensing
agency or the department, whichever is authorized to license
child care facilities in a county, must issue a provisional
license or registration if the operator or owner:

(a) Is applying for an initial license or registration for
a child care facility, a family child €ay care home, or a large
family child care home;

(b) Has made adequate provisions for the health and safety
of the child; and

(c) Provides evidence that he or she has completed, within
the previous 6 months, training pursuant to United States
Department of Defense Instruction 6060.02 and background
screening by the United States Department of Defense pursuant to
34 U.S.C. s. 20351 and 32 C.F.R. part 86 and received a
favorable suitability and fitness determination.

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) and subsection
(4) of section 402.310, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

402.310 Disciplinary actions; hearings upon denial,
suspension, or revocation of license or registration;
administrative fines.—

(1)

(d) The disciplinary sanctions set—fe¥rth in this section
apply to licensed child care facilities, licensed large family

child care homes, and licensed or registered family child day
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care homes.

(4) An applicant, registrant, or licensee shall have the
right to appeal a decision of the local licensing agency to a
representative of the department. Any required hearing shall be
held in the county in which the child care facility, family
child @ay care home, or large family child care home is being
operated or is to be established. The hearing shall be conducted
in accordance with the provisions of chapter 120.

Section 17. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(2) of section 402.3115, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

402.3115 Elimination of duplicative and unnecessary
inspections; abbreviated inspections.—

(1) The Department of Children and Families and local
governmental agencies that license child care facilities shall
develop and implement a plan to eliminate duplicative and
unnecessary inspections of child care facilities, family child
day care homes, and large family child care homes.

(2) (a) The department and the local governmental agencies
shall develop and implement an abbreviated inspection plan for
child care facilities, family child €&y care homes, and large
family child care homes that meet all of the following
conditions:

1. Have been licensed for at least 2 consecutive years.

2. Have not had a Class 1 deficiency, as defined by rule,
for at least 2 consecutive years.

3. Have not had more than three of the same Class 2
deficiencies, as defined by rule, for at least 2 consecutive
years.

4. Have received at least two full onsite renewal
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929| inspections in the most recent 2 years. 958 (a) There is any violation of the standards applied under
930 5. Do not have any current uncorrected violations. 959| ss. 402.301-402.319 which threatens harm to any child in the
931 6. Do not have any open regulatory complaints or active 960 child care facility, a family child €&y care home, or large
932 child protective services investigations. 961 family child care home.
933 Section 18. Section 402.312, Florida Statutes, is amended 962 (b) A licensee or registrant has repeatedly violated the
934 to read: 963 standards provided for under ss. 402.301-402.319.
935 402.312 License required; injunctive relief.— 964 (c) A child care facility, family child d€ay care home, or
936 (1) The operation of a child care facility without a 965| large family child care home continues to have children in
937 license, a family child d&ay care home without a license or 966| attendance after the closing date established by the department
938 registration, or a large family child care home without a 967 or the local licensing agency.
939| license is prohibited. If the department or the local licensing 968 (3) The department or local licensing agency may impose an
940 agency discovers that a child care facility is being operated 969| administrative fine on any child care facility, family child da¥y
941 without a license, a family child day care home is being 970 care home, or large family child care home operating without a
942 operated without a license or registration, or a large family 971 license or registration, consistent with the—preovision £ s.
943| child care home is being operated without a license, the 972 402.310.
944 department or local licensing agency is authorized to seek an 973 Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 402.315, Florida
945| injunction in the circuit court where the facility is located to 974 Statutes, 1is amended to read:
946| enjoin continued operation of such facility, family child dey 975 402.315 Funding; license fees.—
947 care home, or large family child care home. When the court is 976 (3) The department shall collect a fee for any license it
948 closed for the transaction of judicial business, the department 977 issues for a child care facility, family child day care home, or
949| or local licensing agency is authorized to seek an emergency 978| large family child care home pursuant to ss. 402.305, 402.313,
950 injunction to enjoin continued operation of such unlicensed 979 and 402.3131.
951 facility, unregistered or unlicensed family child e€ay care home, 980 (a) For a child care facility licensed pursuant to s.
952| or unlicensed large family child care home, which injunction 981 402.305, such fee shall be $1 per child, based on the licensed
953| shall be continued, modified, or revoked on the next day of 982 capacity of the facility, except that the minimum fee shall be
954 judicial business. 983| $25 per facility and the maximum fee shall be $100 per facility.
955 (2) Other grounds for seeking an injunction to close a 984 (b) For a family child day care home registered pursuant to
956 child care facility, family child €&y care home, or a large 985 s. 402.313, such fee shall be $25.
957 family child care home are that: 986 (c) For a family child day care home licensed pursuant to
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(d) For a large family child care home licensed pursuant to
s. 402.3131, such fee shall be $60.

Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 402.316, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

402.316 Exemptions.—

(2) The provisions of ss. 402.301-402.319 do not apply to a
child care facility or family child €&y care home if the child
care facility or family child €&y care home has a certificate
issued by the United States Department of Defense or by the
United States Coast Guard to provide child care and has
completed background screening by the United States Department
of Defense pursuant to 34 U.S.C. s. 20351 and 32 C.F.R. part 86
and received a favorable suitability and fitness determination.
If the child care facility or family child day care home elects
to serve children ineligible for care under the United States
Department of Defense Instruction 6060.02, the child care
facility or family child day care home must be licensed under
this chapter.

Section 21. Section 402.318, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

402.318 Advertisement.—A person, as defined in s. 1.01(3),
may not advertise a child care facility, family child day care
home, or large family child care home without including within
such advertisement the state or local agency license number or
registration number of such facility or home. Violation of this
section is a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 22. Section 402.319, Florida Statutes, is amended
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to read:

402.319 Penalties.—

(1) It is a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, for any person knowingly
to:

(a) Fail, by false statement, misrepresentation,
impersonation, or other fraudulent means, to disclose in any
application for voluntary or paid employment or licensure
regulated under ss. 402.301-402.318 all information required
under those sections or a material fact used in making a
determination as to such person’s qualifications to be child
care personnel, as defined in s. 402.302, in a child care
facility, family child €ay care home, or other child care
program.

(b) Operate or attempt to operate a child care facility
without having procured a license as required by this act.

(c) Operate or attempt to operate a family child é&ay care
home without a license or without registering with the
department, whichever is applicable.

(d) Operate or attempt to operate a child care facility or
family child day care home under a license that is suspended,
revoked, or terminated.

(e) Misrepresent, by act or omission, a child care facility
or family child day care home to be duly licensed pursuant to
this act without being so licensed.

(f) Make any other misrepresentation, by act or omission,
regarding the licensure or operation of a child care facility or
family child @ay care home to a parent or guardian who has a

child placed in the facility or is inquiring as to placing a
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child in the facility, or to a representative of the licensing

authority, or to a representative of a law enforcement agency,

including, but not limited to, any misrepresentation as to:

1. The number of children at the child care facility or the

family child day care home;
2. The part of the child care

care home designated for child care;

facility or family child de¥

3. The qualifications or credentials of child care

personnel;

4. Whether a family child da¥

care home or child care

facility complies with the screening requirements of s. 402.305;

or
5. Whether child care personne
required by s. 402.305.

(2) If any child care personne

1 have the training as

1 makes any misrepresentation

in violation of this section to a parent or guardian who has

placed a child in the child care facility or family child da¥

care home, and the parent or guardian relied upon the

misrepresentation, and the child suffers great bodily harm,

permanent disfigurement, permanent disability, or death as a

result of an intentional act or negligence by the child care

personnel, then the child care personnel commits a felony of the

second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083,

or s. 775.084.
(3) Each child care facility,

family child day care home,

and large family child care home shall annually submit an

affidavit of compliance with s. 39.201.

Section 23. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section

409.988, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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409.988 Community-based care lead agency duties; general
provisions.—

(2) LICENSURE.—

(c) Substitute care providers who are licensed under s.
409.175 and who have contracted with a lead agency are also
authorized to provide registered or licensed family child day
care under s. 402.313 if such care is consistent with federal
law and if the home has met the requirements of s. 402.313.

Section 24. Paragraph (b) of subsection (8) of section
411.203, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

411.203 Continuum of comprehensive services.—The Department
of Education and the Department of Health shall utilize the
continuum of prevention and early assistance services for high-
risk pregnant women and for high-risk and handicapped children
and their families, as outlined in this section, as a basis for
the intraagency and interagency program coordination,
monitoring, and analysis required in this chapter. The continuum
shall be the guide for the comprehensive statewide approach for
services for high-risk pregnant women and for high-risk and
handicapped children and their families, and may be expanded or
reduced as necessary for the enhancement of those services.
Expansion or reduction of the continuum shall be determined by
intraagency or interagency findings and agreement, whichever is
applicable. Implementation of the continuum shall be based upon
applicable eligibility criteria, availability of resources, and
interagency prioritization when programs impact both agencies,
or upon single agency prioritization when programs impact only
one agency. The continuum shall include, but not be limited to:

(8) SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ALL EXPECTANT PARENTS AND PARENTS
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1103 OF HIGH-RISK CHILDREN.— 1132 (u) Administer a statewide toll-free Warm-Line to provide
1104 (b) Child care and early childhood programs, including, but 1133 assistance and consultation to child care facilities and family
1105 not limited to, licensed child care facilities, family child e&ay 1134| child day care homes regarding health, developmental,
1106| care homes, therapeutic child care, Head Start, and preschool 1135| disability, and special needs issues of the children they are
1107| programs in public and private schools. 1136| serving, particularly children with disabilities and other
1108 Section 25. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 1137 special needs. The department shall:
1109 1002.55, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1138 1. Annually inform child care facilities and family child
1110 1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by 1139| é&ay care homes of the availability of this service through the
1111| private prekindergarten providers.— 1140| child care resource and referral network under s. 1002.92.
1112 (3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program, 1141 2. Expand or contract for the expansion of the Warm-Line to
1113| a private prekindergarten provider must meet each of the 1142| maintain at least one Warm-Line in each early learning coalition
1114 following requirements: 1143| service area.
1115 (a) The private prekindergarten provider must be a child 1144 Section 27. Paragraph (j) of subsection (4) of section
1116 care facility licensed under s. 402.305, family child day care 1145 1002.83, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1117| home licensed under s. 402.313, large family child care home 1146 1002.83 Early learning coalitions.—
1118 licensed under s. 402.3131, nonpublic school exempt from 1147 (4) Each early learning coalition must include the
1119 licensure under s. 402.3025(2), faith-based child care provider 1148 following member positions; however, in a multicounty coalition,
1120| exempt from licensure under s. 402.316, child development 1149| each ex officio member position may be filled by multiple
1121| program that is accredited by a national accrediting body and 1150| nonvoting members but no more than one voting member shall be
1122| operates on a military installation that is certified by the 1151 seated per member position. If an early learning coalition has
1123| United States Department of Defense, or private prekindergarten 1152| more than one member representing the same entity, only one of
1124| provider that has been issued a provisional license under s. 1153| such members may serve as a voting member:
1125| 402.309. A private prekindergarten provider may not deliver the 1154 (j) A representative of private for-profit child care
1126| program while holding a probation-status license under s. 1155| providers, including private for-profit family child e€ay care
1127 402.310. 1156| homes.
1128 Section 26. Paragraph (u) of subsection (2) of section 1157 Section 28. Subsection (4) of section 1002.84, Florida
1129 1002.82, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1158 Statutes, is amended to read:
1130 1002.82 Department of Education; powers and duties.— 1159 1002.84 Early learning coalitions; school readiness powers
1131 (2) The department shall: 1160| and duties.—Each early learning coalition shall:
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1161 (4) Establish a regional Warm-Line as directed by the 1190| while holding a probation-status license under s. 402.310.
1162| department pursuant to s. 1002.82(2) (u). Regional Warm-Line 1191 (c) Provide basic health and safety of its premises and
1163 staff shall provide onsite technical assistance, when requested, 1192 facilities and compliance with requirements for age-appropriate
1164| to assist child care facilities and family child day care homes 1193| immunizations of children enrolled in the school readiness
1165| with inquiries relating to the strategies, curriculum, and 1194| program.
1166| environmental adaptations the child care facilities and family 1195 1. For a provider that is licensed, compliance with s.
1167 child day care homes may need as they serve children with 1196 402.305, s. 402.3131, or s. 402.313 and this subsection, as
1168| disabilities and other special needs. 1197| verified pursuant to s. 402.311, satisfies this requirement.
1169 Section 29. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1) of 1198 2. For a provider that is a registered family child da¥y
1170 section 1002.88, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1199 care home or is not subject to licensure or registration by the
1171 1002.88 sSchool readiness program provider standards; 1200| Department of Children and Families, compliance with this
1172| eligibility to deliver the school readiness program.— 1201| subsection, as verified pursuant to s. 402.311, satisfies this
1173 (1) To be eligible to deliver the school readiness program, 1202 requirement. Upon verification pursuant to s. 402.311, the
1174 a school readiness program provider must: 1203| provider shall annually post the health and safety checklist
1175 (a) Be a child care facility licensed under s. 402.305, a 1204| adopted by the department prominently on its premises in plain
1176 family child €ay care home licensed or registered under s. 1205 sight for visitors and parents and shall annually submit the
1177 402.313, a large family child care home licensed under s. 1206 checklist to its local early learning coalition.
1178| 402.3131, a public school or nonpublic school exempt from 1207 3. For a child development program that is accredited by a
1179 licensure under s. 402.3025, a faith-based child care provider 1208 national accrediting body and operates on a military
1180| exempt from licensure under s. 402.316, a before-school or 1209| installation that is certified by the United States Department
1181 after-school program described in s. 402.305(1) (c), a child 1210 of Defense, the submission and verification of annual
1182| development program that is accredited by a national accrediting 1211 inspections pursuant to United States Department of Defense
1183| body and operates on a military installation that is certified 1212 Instructions 6060.2 and 1402.05 satisfies this requirement.
1184 by the United States Department of Defense, an informal child 1213 Section 30. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
1185 care provider to the extent authorized in the state’s Child Care 1214 1002.895, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1186 and Development Fund Plan as approved by the United States 1215 1002.895 Market rate schedule.—The school readiness program
1187| Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to 45 C.F.R. s. 1216| market rate schedule shall be implemented as follows:
1188 98.18, or a provider who has been issued a provisional license 1217 (2) The market rate schedule must differentiate rates by
1189| pursuant to s. 402.309. A provider may not deliver the program 1218| provider type, including, but not limited to:
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(c) Family child day care homes licensed or registered
under s. 402.313.

Section 31. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and subsection
(4) of section 1002.92, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.92 Child care and early childhood resource and
referral.—

(3) Child care resource and referral agencies shall provide
the following services:

(a) Identification of existing public and private child
care and early childhood education services, including child
care services by public and private employers, and the
development of an early learning provider performance profile of
those services through the single statewide information system
developed by the department under s. 1002.82(2) (q) . These
services may include family child day care, public and private
child care programs, the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program, Head Start, the school readiness program, special
education programs for prekindergarten children with
disabilities, services for children with developmental
disabilities, full-time and part-time programs, before-school
and after-school programs, and vacation care programs. The early
learning provider performance profile shall include, but not be
limited to:

1. Type of program.

Hours of service.
Ages of children served.

2
3
4. Number of children served.
5 Program information.

6

Fees and eligibility for services.
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7. Availability of transportation.

8. Participation in the Child Care Food Program, if
applicable.

9. A link to licensing inspection reports, if applicable.

10. The components of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program performance metric calculated under s. 1002.68
which must consist of the program assessment composite score,
learning gains score, achievement score, and its designations,
if applicable.

11. The school readiness program assessment composite score
and program assessment care level composite score results
delineated by infant classrooms, toddler classrooms, and
preschool classrooms results under s. 1002.82, if applicable.

12. Gold Seal Quality Care designation under s. 1002.945,
if applicable.

13. Indication of whether the provider implements a
curriculum approved by the department and the name of the
curriculum, 1if applicable.

14. Participation in school readiness child assessment
under s. 1002.82.

(4) A child care facility licensed under s. 402.305 and
licensed and registered family child €&y care homes must provide
the statewide child care and resource and referral network with
the following information annually:

Type of program.

Hours of service.

Ages of children served.

Fees and eligibility for services.

Section 32. Subsection (2) of section 1002.93, Florida
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1002.93 School readiness program transportation services.—

(2) The transportation servicers may only provide
transportation to each child participating in the school
readiness program to the extent that such transportation is
necessary to provide child care opportunities that otherwise
would not be available to a child whose home is more than a
reasonable walking distance from the nearest child care facility
or family child day care home.

Section 33. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1), paragraphs (a)
and (c) of subsection (3), and subsection (4) of section
1002.945, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.945 Gold Seal Quality Care Program.—

(1)

(b) A child care facility, large family child care home, or

family child €ay care home that is accredited by an accrediting
association approved by the Department of Education under
subsection (3) and meets all other requirements shall, upon
application to the department, receive a separate “Gold Seal
Quality Care” designation.

(3) (a) In order to be approved by the Department of
Education for participation in the Gold Seal Quality Care
Program, an accrediting association must apply to the department
and demonstrate that it:

1. Is a recognized accrediting association.

2. Has accrediting standards that substantially meet or
exceed the Gold Seal Quality Care standards adopted by the state
board under subsection (2).

3. Is a registered corporation with the Department of
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4. Can provide evidence that the process for accreditation
has, at a minimum, all of the following components:

a. Clearly defined prerequisites that a child care provider
must meet before beginning the accreditation process. However,
accreditation may not be granted to a child care facility, large
family child care home, or family child day care home before the
site is operational and is attended by children.

b. Procedures for completion of a self-study and
comprehensive onsite verification process for each classroom
that documents compliance with accrediting standards.

c. A training process for accreditation verifiers to ensure
inter-rater reliability.

d. Ongoing compliance procedures that include requiring
each accredited child care facility, large family child care
home, and family child €ay care home to file an annual report
with the accrediting association and risk-based, onsite auditing
protocols for accredited child care facilities, large family
child care homes, and family child €&y care homes.

e. Procedures for the revocation of accreditation due to
failure to maintain accrediting standards as evidenced by sub-
subparagraph d. or any other relevant information received by
the accrediting association.

f. Accreditation renewal procedures that include an onsite
verification occurring at least every 5 years.

g. A process for verifying continued accreditation
compliance in the event of a transfer of ownership of
facilities.

h. A process to communicate issues that arise during the
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accreditation period with governmental entities that have a
vested interest in the Gold Seal Quality Care Program, including
the Department of Education, the Department of Children and
Families, the Department of Health, local licensing entities if
applicable, and the early learning coalition.

(c) If an accrediting association has granted accreditation
to a child care facility, large family child care home, or
family child €ay care under fraudulent terms or failed to
conduct onsite verifications, the accrediting association shall
be liable for the repayment of any rate differentials paid under
subsection (6).

(4) In order to obtain and maintain a designation as a Gold
Seal Quality Care provider, a child care facility, large family
child care home, or family child day care home must meet the
following additional criteria:

(a) The child care provider must not have had any class I
violations, as defined by rule of the Department of Children and
Families, within the 2 years preceding its application for
designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider. Commission of
a class I violation shall be grounds for termination of the
designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider until the
provider has no class I violations for a period of 2 years.

(b) The child care provider must not have had three or more
of the same class II violations, as defined by rule of the
Department of Children and Families, within the 2 years
preceding its application for designation as a Gold Seal Quality
Care provider. Commission of three or more of the same class II
violations within a 2-year period shall be grounds for

termination of the designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care
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provider until the provider has no class II violations that are
the same for a period of 1 year.

(c) The child care provider must not have been cited for
the same class III violation, as defined by rule of the
Department of Children and Families, three or more times and
failed to correct the violation within 1 year after the date of
each citation, within the 2 years preceding its application for
designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider. Commission of
the same class III violation three or more times and failure to
correct within the required time during a 2-year period may be
grounds for termination of the designation as a Gold Seal
Quality Care provider until the provider has no class III
violations for a period of 1 year.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), if the Department of
Education determines through a formal process that a provider
has been in business for at least 5 years and has no other class
I violations recorded, the department may recommend to the state
board that the provider maintain its Gold Seal Quality Care
status. The state board’s determination regarding such
provider’s status is final.

Section 34. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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Order

Roll call

Chair Simon gives introductory comments

Tab 2: SB 1318

Chair Simon recognizes Sen Rodriguez to explain the bill
Sen Rodriguez

Chair Simon

Roll call

Chair Simon reports on SB 1318

Tab 3: CS/SB 1690

Chair Simon recognizes Sen Calatayud to explain the bill
Sen Calatayud

Chair Simon recognizes Sen Calatayud to explain am. 663670
Sen Calatayud

Chair Simon reports on the am.

Questions:

Sen Berman

Sen Calatayud

Sen Berman

Chair Simon

Roll call

Chair Simon reports on CS/CS/SB 1690

Recess

Recording Paused

Recording Resumed

Tab 1: SB 182

Chair Simon recognizes Sen Jones to explain am. 779178
Sen Jones

Chair Simon reports on the am.

Chair Simon acknowledges waive speaking

Chair Simon recognizes Sen Jones to close on the bill
Sen Jones

Roll call

Chair Simon reports on CS/SB 182

Chair Simon

Sen Davis moves to record votes for all tabs in the affirmative
Sen Gaetz moves to record vote for tab 2 in the affirmative
Sen Calatayud moves to record vote for tab 3 in the affirmative
Adjournment
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