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CS/CS/HB 273 — Pub. Rec./Animal Foster or Adoption
by State Affairs Committee; Local Administration, Federal Affairs & Special Districts 

Subcommittee; and Rep. Holcomb and others (SB 660 by Senator DiCeglie)

The bill creates a public record exemption for the personal identifying information of a person 

who fosters, adopts, or otherwise receives legal custody of an animal from a shelter or animal 

control agency operated by a humane society or a county, municipality, or other incorporated 

political subdivision. The bill provides a statement of public necessity as required by the 

State Constitution.

The public records exemption would stand repealed on October 2, 2029, unless it is reenacted by 

the Legislature under the Open Government Sunset Review Act.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 36-0; House 119-0
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CS/HB 303 — Rabies Vaccinations
by Regulatory Reform & Economic Development Subcommittee and Rep. Killebrew and others 

(SB 334 by Senator Burgess)

The bill authorizes employees, agents, or contractors of an animal control authority or sheriff to 

administer rabies vaccinations to impounded dogs, cats, and ferrets that will be transferred, 

rescued, fostered, adopted, or reclaimed by the owner. The rabies vaccinations may be 

administered under the indirect supervision of a veterinarian, who must be available for 

consultation through telecommunications, but is not required to be physically present during the 

consultation. Under the bill, the supervising veterinarian assumes responsibility for the 

veterinary care given to the animal by any person working under the veterinarian’s direction and 

supervision.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 115-0
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CS/CS/SB 1084 — Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment, and 

General Government; and Senator Collins

The bill makes a number of changes to various regulatory activities of the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services (department). Specifically, the bill:

 Preempts the regulation of electric vehicle charging stations to the state and prohibits 

local governmental entities from enacting or enforcing such regulations. The bill also 

expands the department’s rulemaking authority related to the requirements for electric 

vehicle charging stations.

 Provides an expiration date of the pest control operator’s certificate and amends 

requirements for its renewal.

 Prohibits applicants from swearing or affirming a false statement on an application for a 

pest control license, prohibits cheating on an examination required for licensure, and 

grants the department rulemaking authority to establish penalties for violations.

 Authorizes a Class “K” instructor to allow a Class “G” licensee to qualify for up to two 

calibers of firearms in a four hour firearm requalification class.

 Authorizes the department to appoint a tax collector to accept new, renewal, and 

replacement license applications on behalf of the department for licenses issued under 

ch. 493, F.S.

 Authorizes a tax collector appointed under s. 790.0625, F.S., to collect certain fees and 

provide certain services for concealed weapon or firearm licenses on behalf of the 

department.

 Revises certain information that charitable organizations, sponsors, professional 

fundraising consultants, and professional solicitors must provide to the department to 

include street addresses.

 Amends the contribution-based registration fee thresholds to remove an option related to 

contributions raised by non-compensated volunteers, members, officers, or permanent 

employees under $50,000 in the previous year.

 Amends the charitable organizations’ exemption from registration thresholds to refer to 

total contributions.

 Revises the information that must be displayed on certain collection receptacles to 

include street addresses.

 Provides that a person who solicits funds within a public transportation facility must 

obtain a written permit that includes street addresses and must be displayed prominently 

on the person’s badge or insignia.

 Defines “cultivated meat” as any meat or food product produced from cultured animal 

cells.

 Provides that it is a second degree misdemeanor to knowingly sell cultivated meat within 

this state, and prohibits all phases related to such sale: manufacturing, distributing, 

holding, or offering. However, the bill does not prohibit the manufacture or possession of

cultivated meat for research purposes.
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 Repeals the provision that requires the Weights and Measures Act to expire on 

July 1, 2024.  

 Revises the information that must be provided to the department on a motor vehicle 

repair shop registration application and provides that the registration fee must be 

calculated for each location.

 Increases the threshold value of repair work which requires motor vehicle repair shops to 

provide a customer with a written repair estimate from $100 to $150.

 Increases the department’s statutory authority to repair or build structures from $250,000 

to $500,000.

 Changes the name of the Florida Agriculture Museum to the Florida Agriculture Legacy 

Learning Center, and makes conforming changes.

 Prohibits the willful destroying, harvesting, or selling of saw palmetto berries on private 

or public land without the written permission of the landowner, provides penalties for 

violations, and grants rulemaking authority to the department.

 Provides criminal penalties for trespassing on land classified as commercial agricultural 

property.

 Provides that a student’s participation in a 4-H or Future Farmers of America (FFA) 

activity is an excused absence from school.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise provided. 

Vote: Senate 26-10; House 86-27
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CS/SB 1698 — Food and Hemp Products
by Agriculture Committee and Senator Burton

The bill makes a number of changes to s. 581.217, F.S., the State Hemp Program. It modifies the 

definition of “attractive to children” to include containers displaying toys or other features that 

target children, as well as provides additional packaging requirements. It revises the definition of

“hemp” to outline that hemp extract may not exceed 0.3 percent total delta-9-

tetrahydrocannabinol concentration on a wet-weight basis or exceed 5 milligrams per serving and

50 milligrams per container on a wet-weight basis, whichever is less.

The bill revises the definition of “hemp extract” to include hemp intended for inhalation and to 

prohibit it from containing controlled substances listed in s. 893.03, F.S.; any quantity of 

synthetic cannabinoids; or delta-8-tetrahydrocannabinol, delta-10-tetrahydrocannabinol, 

hexahydrocannabinol, tetrahydrocannabinol acetate, tetrahydrocannabiphorol, or 

tetrahydrocannabivarin. It also creates a definition for “total delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol 

concentration” to mean a concentration calculated as: [delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol] + (0.877 x 

[delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinolic acid]).

The bill adds requirements for the manufacture, delivery, hold, and offer for sale to the 

regulation of the distribution and sale of hemp extract. It specifies that if a batch is sold at retail 

that it must meet the new requirements for total delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol concentration 

limits. It also requires such products to be sold in a container that includes the toll-free telephone 

number for the national Poison Help line.

The bill clarifies that hemp extract may only be sold to or procured by a business in this state if 

that business is properly permitted. A business or food establishment may not possess hemp 

extract products that are attractive to children.

The bill prohibits the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (department) from 

granting permission to remove or use, except for disposal, hemp extract products subject to a 

stop-sale order which are attractive to children until the department determines that the hemp 

extract products comply with state law.

The bill prohibits an event organizer from promoting, advertising, or facilitating an event where 

hemp extract products sold that do not comply with general law or are sold by a business that is 

not properly permitted. Before an event where hemp extract products are sold or marketed, an 

event organizer must provide the department with a list of the businesses selling or marketing 

hemp extract products at the event and verify that each business is only selling hemp products 

from an approved source. The event organizer must ensure that each participating business is 

properly permitted.
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The bill appropriates $2 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the 

Department of Law Enforcement for the purchase of testing equipment necessary to implement 

the changes made by the bill.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 64-48
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SB 7026 — Public Records/Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services
by Agriculture Committee

The bill provides an exemption from public records requirements for records containing certain

information pertaining to the Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Natural Disaster Recovery

Loan Program. The specific information made exempt from public records disclosure, except in 

an aggregated and anonymized format, includes:

 Personal tax returns;

 Credit history information;

 Credit reports; and

 Credit scores.

The bill provides a statement of public necessity as required by the State Constitution.

 

The public records exemption would stand repealed on October 2, 2029, unless it is reenacted by 

the Legislature under the Open Government Sunset Review Act.

 

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0
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HB 83 — Trust Funds/Re-creation/State-Operated Institutions Inmate 
Welfare Trust Fund/DOC
by Rep. V. Lopez and others (SB 520 by Senator Bradley)

The bill re-creates the State-Operated Institutions Inmate Welfare Trust Fund in the Department 

of Corrections, provided that it is enacted by three-fifths of the membership of both houses of the

Legislature.

Article III, s. 19, State Constitution requires that all newly created trust funds terminate not more

than four years after the initial creation, unless re-created. This provision requires that a trust 

fund be created or re-created by a three-fifths vote of the membership in each house of the 

Legislature in a separate bill, for the sole purpose of creating or re-creating that trust fund. The 

State-Operated Institutions Inmate Welfare Trust Fund, FLAIR number 20-2-523, was created in 

the Florida Department of Corrections (FDC), effective July 1, 2020, and is scheduled to 

terminate on July 1, 2024.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0
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SB 2518 — Health and Human Services
by Appropriations Committee

The bill conforms statutes to the funding decisions related to Health and Human Services in the 

General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. The bill:

 Allows the Department of Health (department) to deposit funds from returned Florida 

Reimbursement Assistance for Medical Education (FRAME) and the Dental Student 

Loan Repayment Program loan payments into the Grants and Donations Trust Fund and 

provides for the department to use the funds to make payments on behalf of awardees.

  Authorizes an Area Agency on Aging to carry forward documented unexpended state 

funds from one fiscal year to the next. However, the cumulative amount carried forward 

may not exceed 10 percent of the area agency’s planning and service area allocation for 

the community care for the elderly program.

 Revises the cap on the grant award levels for continuum of care lead agencies designated 

by the State Office on Homelessness.

 Amends ch. 2023-277, L.O.F., relating to Florida Kidcare program eligibility, to specify 

that implementation of the act is contingent on federal approval.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise expressly provided.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 109-0
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HB 5001 — General Appropriations Act
by Appropriations Committee and Rep. Leek (SB 2500 by Appropriations Committee)

The bill, relating to the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2024-2025, provides for a 

total budget of $117.46 billion, including:

 $49.4 billion from the General Revenue Fund (GR)

 $2.5 billion from the Education Enhancement Trust Fund

 $1.5 billion from the Public Education Capital Outlay Trust Fund (PECO TF)

 $64.1 billion from other trust funds (TF)

 113,630.26 full time equivalent positions (FTE)

Increased Reserves and Debt Reduction

 Total Reserves: $10 billion

o $5.1 billion General Revenue Unallocated

o $4.4 billion Budget Stabilization Fund ($300 million added)

o $500 million added to the Emergency Preparedness and Response Fund

 $500 million authorized to retire outstanding state debt

Major Issues

Compensation and Benefits

 Three percent pay increase for all state employees

 Additional Pay Increases for:

o FDLE Special Agents

o Agency for Health Care Administration

o Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services

 State Employees and Retirees Health Insurance Premiums held constant

 Inclusion of the Florida College System for State Group Health Insurance

Education Capital Outlay

Total Appropriations: $2.0 billion [$268 million GR; $1.8 billion TF]

 State University System Projects - $616.2 million

 Florida College System Projects - $133.6 million

 Charter School Repairs and Maintenance - $230.8 million

 Small School District Special Facilities - $193.2 million

 Developmental Research School Repairs and Maintenance - $9.2 million

Education Appropriations

Total Appropriations: $30.1 billion [$22.6 billion GR; $7.5 billion TF]
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Total Funding - Including Local Revenues:  $45.6 billion [$30.1 billion state/federal funds; 

$15.5 billion local funds]

Early Learning Services

Total: $1.7 billion [$608.9 million GR; $1.1 billion TF]; 98 positions

 Partnerships for School Readiness - $34.4 million

 School Readiness Program - $1.2 billion

 Early Learning Standards & Accountability - $4.9 million

 Voluntary Prekindergarten Program - $438.1 million

o Decrease of 1,885 fewer students - ($9.6 million)

o 3 percent increase to the BSA - $12.5 million

o Increase to Administration from 4 percent to 5 percent - $4.1 million

o Summer Bridge Program - $4.1 million

Public Schools/K12 FEFP

Total Funding: $28.4 billion [$15.5 billion state funds; $12.9 billion local funds]

 FEFP Total Funds increase is $1.8 billion or 6.73 percent

 FEFP increase in Total Funds per Student served by a district is $240.01, a 2.75 percent 

increase (from $8,718.58 to $8,958.59)

 Base Student Allocation (BSA) increase of $191.25 or 3.72 percent

 FEFP Base Funds (flexible $) increase of $1.27 billion or 7.22 percent

 Required Local Effort (RLE) increase of $483.4 million; RLE millage maintained at prior

year level of 3.189 mills

 Safe Schools Allocation - $40 million increase for a total of $290 million for School 

Safety Officers and school safety initiatives

 Mental Health Assistance Allocation - $20 million increase for a total of $180 million to 

help school districts and charter schools address youth mental health issues

Public Schools/K12 Non-FEFP & Ed Media

Total: $627.4 million [$619.9 million GR; $7.5 million TF]

 Coach Aaron Feis, Chris Hixon, & Coach Scott Beigel Guardian Program - $6.5 million

 School Recognition Program - $200 million

 Mentoring Programs - $12.2 million

 Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources Centers - $8.7 million

 School District Foundation Matching Grants - $7 million

 Florida Safe Schools Canine Program - $3.5 million

 Early Childhood Music Education - $2.4 million

 District Threat Management Coordinators - $5 million

 Regional Literacy Teams - $5 million

 Charity for Change - $4.7 million
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 Menstrual Hygiene Products Grant Program - $6.4 million

 Civics Literacy Captains and Coaches - $3.5 million

 Civics Professional Development - $2.75 million

 Florida Civics Seal of Excellence - $10 million

 New Worlds Scholarship Accounts - $24 million

 SEED School of Miami - $12.2 million

 School and Instructional Enhancement Grants - $54.7 million

 Florida School for the Deaf & Blind - $68.3 million

 Transportation Stipend - $14 million to fund the Family Empowerment Transportation 

Scholarships

 School Safety Inspection Bonus Program - $3.8 million

 Capital Projects - $66 million

State Board of Education

Total: $308.2 million [$156.1 million GR; $152.1 million TF]; 949 positions

 Assessment and Evaluation - $129.2 million

 ACT and SAT Exam Administration - $8 million

Vocational Rehabilitation

Total: $257.4 million [$61.7 million GR; $195.7 million TF]; 884 positions

Blind Services

Total: $72.6 million [$24.7 million GR; $47.9 million TF]; 289.75 positions

Private Colleges

Total: $243.2 million GR

 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) – $31.4 million

 HBCU Facility Hardening Funds - $15 million

 Effective Access to Student Education (EASE) - $134.8 million

o EASE Plus - $9.6 million

Student Financial Aid

Total: $1.05 billion [$318.6 million GR; $729.7 million TF]

 Bright Futures - $616.9 million

o Workload increase - $26.2 million

 Benacquisto Scholarship Program - $39 million

o Workload increase - $4.3 million

 Children/Spouses of Deceased or Disabled Veterans - $21.5 million
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o Workload increase - $4.8 million  

 Florida First Responder Scholarship Program - $10 million

 Open Door Grant Program - $35 million

 Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education (GATE) Scholarship - $7 million

School District Workforce 

Total: $812.1 million [$475.5 million GR; $293.9 million TF; $42.7 million tuition/fees]

 Workforce Development - $451.2 million

o Workload increase - $24.6 million

 Pathways to Career Opportunities Grant Program for apprenticeships - $20 million

o Increase for “Grow Your Own Teacher” Apprenticeship Program - $5 million

 Nursing Education Initiatives - $20 million

 Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education (GATE) Program - $5 million

 Student Success in Career and Technical Education Incentive Funds - $2.5 million

 No tuition increase

Florida College System

Total: $2.4 billion [$1.47 billion GR; $259 million TF; $689.9 million tuition/fees]

 CAPE Incentive Funds for students who earn Industry Certifications - $20 million  

 College System Program Fund - $1.6 billion

 Nursing Education Initiatives - $59 million

 Student Success Incentive Funds - $30 million

o 2+2 Student Success Incentive Funds - $17 million

o Work Florida Incentive Funds - $13 million

 No tuition increase

State University System

Total: $6.8 billion [$4.3 billion GR; $666.7 million TF; $1.94 billion tuition/fees]

 Metric Based Performance Funding - $645 million

o State Investment - $350 million

o Institutional Investment - $295 million

 Performance-based Excellence Recognition Program - $100 million

 Preeminent State Research Universities - $100 million

 Lastinger Center for Learning at University of Florida - $58.2 million

 Nursing Education Initiatives - $46 million

 Community School Grant Program - $20.1 million total, which includes a $9.1 million 

workload increase

 Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program for Students with Unique 

Abilities - $12.5 million total, which includes a $3.5 million workload increase

 No tuition increase
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Health and Human Services Appropriations

Total Budget: $46.5 billion [$16.2 billion GR; $30.3 billion TF]; 32,129.76 positions

Major Issues

Agency for Health Care Administration

Total: $34.7 billion [$11.1 billion GR; $23.6 billion TF]; 1,616 positions

 Individuals with Developmental Disabilities Pilot Program - $38.4 million

 Medicaid Provider Rate Increases - $333.1 million

o Air and Ground Ambulance Emergency Services  - $5.9 million

o Assistive Care Services - $1.3 million

o Early Intervention Services - $1.2 million

o Federally Qualified Health Centers and Rural Health Clinics - $19 million

o Maternal Fetal Medicine - $3.5 million

o Medical Foster Care - $0.5 million

o Nursing Homes - $247.9 million

o Pediatric Behavioral Health Services - $43.1 million

o Pediatric Physicians - $43.1 million

o Statewide Inpatient Psychiatric Program - $7.6 million

o Therapeutic Group Home - $0.3 million

 Behavioral Health Collaborative Care - $8.3 million

 Graduate Medical Education - $10.5 million

 Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly - $29.7 million

 Florida Health Care Connections (FX) - $92.1 million

Agency for Persons with Disabilities

Total: $2.4 billion [$1.1 billion GR; $1.3 billion TF]; 2,753 positions

 Home and Community Based Services Pre-Enrollment to Waiver - $64.8 million

 Pre-Enrollment to Waiver Slots for Siblings - $16.9 million

 Dually Diagnosed Program - $6.5 million

 Adult Pathways Waiver - $0.3 million

 Information Technology - $9.3 million

 Fixed Capital Outlay for Persons with Developmental Disabilities - $12.5 million

Department of Children and Families

Total: $4.7 billion [$2.8 billion GR; $1.9 billion TF]; 12,974.75 positions

 Independent Living Programs Eligibility Expansion - $8.1 million

 Adoption Incentive Benefit Increase and Eligibility Expansion - $9.4 million

 Adoption, Guardianship, and Foster Care Subsidies - $26.4 million



2024 Summary of Legislation Passed Committee on Appropriations

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

HB 5001 Page 6

 Homeless Housing Opportunities - $10 million 

 Domestic Violence Services - $10 million

 Human Trafficking Emergency Bed Expansion - $5 million

 Optional State Supplementation Personal Needs Allowance Increase - $6.7 million

 Opioid Settlement - Treatment, Prevention, and Recovery Services - $83.9 million 

 State Mental Health Treatment Facilities - $88.8 million

 Integrated Behavioral Health Clinics - $7 million

 Behavioral Qualified Residential Treatment Program - $5.7 million

 Community-Based Mental Health/Substance Abuse Services - $21.5 million

 Florida System and Child Welfare Information System Modernization - $54.1 million

 Economic Self Sufficiency (ESS) Call Center - $12.3 million

 Fixed Capital Outlay for State Mental Health Treatment Facilities - $6.5 million

Department of Elder Affairs

Total: $482.4 million [$251.7 million GR; $230.6 million TF]; 431 positions

 Florida Alzheimer’s Center of Excellence - $2.1 million; 2 positions 

 Serve Additional Clients in the Home Care for the Elderly and Community Care for the 

Elderly Programs - $11 million 

 Alzheimer Disease Initiative - $6 million

 Office of Professional and Public Guardians Waitlist - $1.4 million

 Electronic Client Information and Registration Tracking System (eCIRTS) Project 

Implementation - $2.8 million

Department of Health

Total: $4.1 billion [$948.2 million GR; $3.2 billion TF]; 12,849 positions

 Statewide Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Program - $1.7 million

 Florida Cancer Innovation Fund - $40 million

 Sickle Cell Treatment and Research - $10 million

 Rural Hospital Capital Improvement Grant Program - $10 million

 Mary Brogan Breast and Cervical Early Detection Program - $1.7 million

 Fixed Capital Outlay for Public Health Laboratories - $9.7 million

Department of Veterans Affairs

Total: $220 million [$58 million GR; $162 million TF]; 1,506 positions

 Collier County State Veterans’ Nursing Home - $10 million

 Veterans’ Claims Examiners - $0.6 million; 6 positions

 Veterans Dental Care Grant Program - $1 million

 Florida is for Veterans’ Vets Program - $2 million

 Florida is for Veterans’ Occupancy License Reciprocity - $1 million

 Fixed Capital Outlay for State Veterans' Nursing Homes - $4 million
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Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations

Total Budget: $7.3 billion [$6.3 billion GR; $1 billion TF]; 45,507 positions

Major Issues

 Correctional Facilities Capital Improvement - $100 million

 DOC Education Expansion - $11.1 million

 DJJ Florida Scholars Academy - $12.8 million

 Increase Residential Commitment Capacity - $5.2 million

 Children In Need of Services/Families In Need of Services (CINS/FINS) - $6.3 million

 Children’s Advocacy Centers - $5.3 million

 Statewide Prosecution Workload - $10.9 million; 40 positions

 State Assistance for Fentanyl Eradication (S.A.F.E.) in Florida - $8.5 million

 Biometric Identification Solution (BIS) Modernization - $11.9 million

 Certification of Additional Judgeships - $3.7 million; 20 positions

Department of Corrections

Total: $3.6 billion [$3.5 billion GR; $101.7 million TF]; 23,452 positions

 Correctional Facilities Capital Improvement - $100 million

 DOC Education Expansion - $11.1 million

 Certified Officers Public Safety Initiative (uniforms) - $1.6 million

 Community Corrections Statewide Firearms Transition - $2.1 million

 Inflationary Adjustments for Operations - $3 million

 Offender Based Information Technology Modernization - $17 million

 Technology Restoration Plan - $9.2 million

 Contracted Work Release Provider Rate Increases - $4.9 million

 Contracted Maintenance Staffing - $2.5 million

 Food Service Contract - $12 million

 Contracted Inmate Health Services - $21.3 million

 Operation New Hope - $9.8 million

Attorney General/ Legal Affairs

Total: $382.9 million [$122.3 million GR; $260.6 million TF]; 1,348.5 positions

 Statewide Prosecution Workload - $10.9 million; 40 positions

 Children’s Advocacy Centers - $5.3 million

 Agency-wide Information Technology Infrastructure and Hardware Replacement - 

$7.1 million

Florida Department of Law Enforcement

Total: $494.9 million [$321.5 million GR; $173.3 million TF]; 2,022 positions
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 Forensic Backlog Reduction - $1.3 million; 6 positions

 Biometric Identification Solution (BIS) Modernization - $11.9 million

 Missing and Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse Technology Upgrade - 

$1.9 million

 Restore Crime Scene Function Orlando, Tampa, Miami - $2.5 million; 9 positions

 Criminal Justice Network Bandwidth Increase - $3 million

 State Assistance for Fentanyl Eradication (S.A.F.E.) in Florida Program - $8.5 million

 Purchase of Body Armor for Local Law Enforcement - $2 million

 Investigative Services Needs - $1.5 million

 Cell Site Simulator - $2.1 million

 Intercept Operations Expansion - $1.2 million

 Law Enforcement Crime Abatement Technology Enhancements - $1.1 million; 

6 positions

 Community Violence Intervention and Prevention Grant - $2.5 million

 School Safety Security Assessment Grant Program - $5 million

 Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Community Outreach and Engagement Initiative - 

$3 million

 Investigative Support and Laboratory Inflationary Costs - $2.5 million

Department of Juvenile Justice

Total:  $743.3 million [$581.4 million GR; $162 million TF]; 3,251.5 positions

 Florida Scholars Academy - $12.8 million

 Increase DJJ Probation Provider Pay - $2.4 million

 Increase Residential Commitment Capacity - $5.2 million

 Children In Need of Services/Families In Need of Services (CINS/FINS) - $6.3 million

Justice Administrative Commission

Total:  $1.3 billion [$1 billion GR; $225.4 million TF]; 10,641 positions

 Increase Staff to Represent All Children - $0.8 million; 9 positions

 Fund Shift for Victims of Crime Act Deficit - $4.3 million

 Replacement of Motor Vehicles – $2.8 million

 Ybor City Community Outreach and Engagement Initiative - $3 million

State Court System

Total:  $741.3 million [$625.5 million GR; $115.8 million TF]; 4,627 positions

 Due Process Resources - $2.6 million; 10 positions

 Court Reporting Resources - $4.1 million; 30 positions

 Case Processing Support - $1.9 million; 20 positions

 Certification of Additional Judgeships - $3.7 million; 20 positions

 Cybersecurity Resources - $2 million
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 Child Support Enforcement Hearing Officer Resources - $1.8 million; 20 positions

 Maintenance and Repair Needs for the 5th District Court of Appeal Courthouse - 

$1.8 million

Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development Appropriations

Total Budget: $20.4 billion [$930 million GR; $19.4 billion TF]; 12,975 positions

Major Issues

Department of Commerce

Total:  $2.3 billion [$361 million GR; $1.97 billion TF]; 1,512 positions

 Law Enforcement Recruitment Bonus Program - $17 million

 Florida Job Growth Grant Funding - $75 million

 Fully funds Live Local:

o State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program - $174 million

o Affordable Housing (SAIL) Program - $84 million

 Emergency Revolving Bridge Loan - $20 million GR

 VISIT FLORIDA - $80 million 

 Space Florida

o Financing Program for Aerospace Industry - $6 million TF

o Operations - $5 million TF

 Information Technology

o Cloud Hosting Infrastructure and Services - $6.6 million TF

o Reemployment Assistance Claimant Services Enhancement - $5 million

o Reemployment Assistance - Operations and Maintenance - $11.4 million GR

o One-Stop Service Migration - $500,000 TF

o Florida Planning, Accounting, and Ledger Management (PALM) Readiness - 

$645,900 TF

o Department-Wide IT needs - $338,887 TF

 Economic Development Toolkit - $24 million

 Federal Reemployment Tax Service Contract - $1.7 million

 Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery Grant Funding (CDBG-DR) -

$396 million

 Community Services Block Grant - $3 million TF

 Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) Programmatic Funding - 

$100 million

 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) - $100 million

 State Small Business Credit Initiative - $175.2 million

 Housing & Community Development Initiatives - $29.8 million

 Florida Sports Foundation Additional Funding - $2 million
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Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles

Total:  $600 million TF; 4,243 positions

 Additional Equipment for the Florida Highway Patrol  - $1.3 million

 Provide for Increased Costs for Fuel and Maintenance for Motor Vehicles - $1 million

 Replace Pursuit Vehicles - $3.3 million

 Purchase of Florida Licensing on Wheels (FLOW) Mobile - $782,284

 Credentialing Equipment and Maintenance - $5.5 million

 Motorist Modernization Project - Phase II - $13.2 million

 Maintenance and Repair - Neil Kirkman Building, Tallahassee - $4.6 million

Department of Military Affairs

Total:  $169.5 million [$104.2 million GR; $65.3 million TF]; 486 positions

 Florida National Guard Tuition Assistance - $5.2 million GR

 Maintenance, Repair, Construction Statewide - $8.5 million GR

 Camp Blanding - Level II - $40.5 million GR

 Readiness Center Revitalization and Modernization Program - $5.2 million GR

Department of State

Total:  $231.8 million [$207.8 million GR; $24 million TF]; 456 positions

 Libraries Maintenance of Effort - $21.5 million GR; and Additional Aid - $2 million GR

 Cultural and Museum Program Support Grants and Initiatives - $60.8 million GR

 Historical Preservation Grants and Initiatives - $50.6 million GR

 African American Cultural and Historic Grants - $4.7 million GR

 Library Construction Grants - $5.7 million GR

 Sunbiz System Modernization - $3.8 million GR

 Division of Corporations Call Center Services - $2.7 million GR

 Reimbursement to Counties for Special Elections - $1.5 million

 Advertising Proposed Constitutional Amendments - $1.6 million GR

 Mission San Luis Conservation Laboratory - $3.5 million GR

 Restoration of Historical Properties - Lead-based Paint Abatement - $7.1 million GR

Department of Transportation

Total:  $15.7 billion [$138 million GR; $15.5 billion TF]; 6,053 positions

 Transportation Work Program  - $13.98 billion

 Information Technology

o Florida Planning, Accounting, and Ledger Management (PALM) Readiness - $13.8 

million

o Cybersecurity In-House Staffing Resources - $321,016

o Network Communication Recovery $742,807
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o Storage Area Network Replacement - $452,000

o Data Infrastructure Modernization - $3.2 million

o Security Risk Management Program - $607,320

o Virtual Mobility Data Management - $384,000

o Geospatial Roadway Data Strategic Framework - $552,240

o Secure Email Gateway - $890,640

 Increase Operating Costs Department-wide - $10.9 million

 Building and Grounds Maintenance and Repair - $1 million

 Transportation Disadvantaged - $3 million

 Fixed Capital Outlay Projects - $13.2 million

Division of Emergency Management (Executive Office of the Governor)

Total:  $1.4 billion [$118.9 million GR; $1.3 billion TF]; 225 positions

 Non-federally Declared Disaster Response - $500,000

 Open Federally Declared Disasters

o Funding to Communities - $1.02 billion

o State Operations - $155 million

 Statewide Emergency Alert and Notification System - $3.5 million

 State Non-Profit Security Grant Program (ch. 2023-180, L.O.F.) - $10 million

 Specialty Response Teams Equipment and Training Support - $5 million

 Warehousing Space Needs for Commodity Storage and Operations - $1.9 million

 Warehouse Procurement - $5 million

 Positions and Salary Issues - $869,958

 DEM Vehicle Replacement - $456,860

 Emergency Management Critical Facility Needs - $15,788,500

 Outside Legal Services Support - $500,000

 Information Technology

o Florida Planning, Accounting, and Ledger Management (PALM) Readiness - 

$725,000

o Statewide WebEOC Initiative - $2.5 million GR

Agriculture, Environment, and General Government Appropriations

Total Budget:  $9.9 billion [$2.2 billion GR; $7.7 billion TF]; 20,440 positions

Major Issues

Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services 

Total: $3.1 billion [$314.5 million GR; $276.6 million LATF; $2.5 billion TF]; 3,710 positions

 Rural and Family Lands Protection Program - $100 million

 Wildfire Suppression Equipment - $12.4 million
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 Road/Bridge and Facility Maintenance - $14 million

 Reforestation Program - $4 million

 Citrus Canker Eradication Judgments - $5.5 million

 Citrus Protection and Research - $33.5 million

 Lake Okeechobee Agriculture Projects - $10.2 million

 Feeding Programs/Farm Share/Feeding Florida - $25 million

 Emergency Food Distribution Program - $33.2 million

 Mosquito Control Program Increase - $1 million

 Agriculture Education and Promotion Facilities - $7.6 million

 Conner Complex Construction - $80 million

 Florida State Fair - $12 million

Department of Citrus

Total: $33.8 million [$12.2 million GR; $21.6 million TF]; 28 positions

 Citrus Marketing - $4 million

 Citrus Recovery Program - $2 million

 PALM Readiness - $0.5 million

Department of Environmental Protection

Total: $3.4 billion [$1 billion GR; $2.3 billion TF]; 3,167 positions

 Everglades Restoration and South Florida Water Management District Operations - 

$702 million

 Water Quality Improvements - $1.7 billion

o Wastewater Grant Program - $135 million

o Water Supply Grant Program - $25 million

o Indian River Lagoon WQI - $75 million

o Biscayne Bay Water Quality Improvements - $20 million

o Caloosahatchee WQI - $25 million

o Water Projects - $410.4 million

o C-51 Reservoir - $100 million

o Water Quality Improvements - Everglades - $50 million

o Total Maximum Daily Loads - $25 million

o Non-Point Source Planning Grants - $5 million

o Alternative Water Supply - $55 million

o Onsite Sewage Program - $4.1 million

o Water Quality Improvements - Blue Green Algae Task Force - $10.8 million

o Innovative Technology Grants for Harmful Algal Blooms - $10 million

o Harmful Algal Bloom Grants - $10 million

o Springs Restoration - $55 million

 Flood and Sea-Level Rise Program - $125 million

 Florida Forever Programs and Land Acquisition - $528.6 million
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o Division of State Lands - $100 million

o Florida Recreational Development Assistance Grants - $14.3 million

o Rattlesnake Key Land Acquisition - $8 million

o Chips Hole and Wakulla Springs - $3.8 million

o Wekiva-Ocala Greenway - $2.5 million

o Grove Land Reservoir - $400 million (Back of the Bill)

 Florida Keys Area of Critical State Concern - $20 million

 Lake Apopka Restoration - $5 million

 Petroleum Tanks Cleanup Program - $220 million

 Hazardous Waste and Dry Clean Site Cleanup - $14 million

 Beach Management Funding Assistance - $50 million

 Water Infrastructure Improvements - $178.3 million

 Small County Wastewater Treatment Grants - $8 million

 Land and Water Conservation Grants - $16.9 million

 Local Parks - $17.9 million

 State Parks Maintenance and Repairs - $15.5 million

Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

Total: $585.3 million [$138.5 million GR; $119.4 million LATF; $327.4 million TF]; 2,209 

positions

 Law Enforcement Vehicle Replacement - $5.5 million

 Law Enforcement Vessel Replacement - $3.9 million

 Motor Vehicle/Vessel Replacement - $9.4 million

 Pier Access and Replacement and Renovation - $8 million

 Wildlife Habitat Restoration Projects - $8.5 million

 Wildlife Management Area Improvements - $6.5 million; 4 positions

 Florida Bass Conservation Center - $0.8 million

 Facilities Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement - $5 million

 Artificial Reef Program - $5.6 million

Department of Business & Professional Regulation

Total: $187.7 million [$1.9 million GR; $185.8 million TF]; 1,580 positions

 Additional Resources due to Workload Increases - $0.8 million; 8 positions

 Cybersecurity Support - $0.3 million; 2 positions

 PALM Readiness - $1 million

Florida Gaming Control Commission

Total: $42.8 million TF; 198 positions

 Licensing and Enforcement System - $9.8 million  

 Gaming Enforcement Staffing - $1.1 million; 8 positions
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 Outside Legal Counsel - $0.5 million

 Compulsive and Addictive Gambling Prevention Contract - $0.8 million

 PALM Readiness - $0.4 million

Department of Financial Services

Total: $684.7 million [$131 million GR; $553.7 million TF]; 2,634 positions

 PALM (FLAIR Replacement) - $59.2 million

 PALM Readiness - $5.7 million

 Information Technology Upgrades, Systems and Contract Increases - $19.8 million

 Additional Resources Due to Workload Increases - $9.1 million; 24 positions

 Fixed Capital Outlay and Maintenance Projects - $7.5 million 

 Law Enforcement, Fire Marshal and Disaster Response Training, Vehicles and, 

Technology Upgrades and Equipment - $6.4 million

 Increase in Contracted Services, Rent and Expenses - $5.3 million

 Local Government Fire and Firefighter Services - $85.5 million

 Hurricane Model Enhancements - $7 million

 Workers’ Compensation Insurance Premiums Reimbursement - $2 million

 Veteran/First Responder Electroencephalogram Pilot Program - $10 million

 My Safe Florida Home Condominium Pilot Program - $30 million

 Fire and Insurance Studies - $1 million

Department of the Lottery

Total: $234.9 million TF; 440 positions

 Information Technology Security, Support and Enhancements - $5.6 million; 7 positions

 Additional Resources Due to Workload Increases - $2.2 million; 10.5 positions

 Increase in Contracted Services, Special Categories and Expenses - $2.3 million

Department of Management Services

Total Budget: $862.5 million [$209.3 million GR; $653.2 million TF]; 1,021 positions

 Florida Facilities Pool (FFP) Fixed Capital Outlay - $87.2 million; 3 positions

 Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System (SLERS) Issues - $15.2 million

 Florida PALM Readiness - $11 million

 State Utility Payments - $2 million

 E-Rate Telecommunications - $3 million

 Emergency 911 Public Safety Answering Points Upgrade - $12 million

Division of Administrative Hearings

Total Budget: $39 million TF; 242 positions
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 Additional ALJ Positions for Citizens Property Insurance Disputes - $4.9 million; 

27 positions

Public Service Commission

Total: $30.7 million TF; 272 positions

Department of Revenue

Total: $827 million [$336.2 million GR; $490.8 million TF]; 4,939 positions

 Fiscally Constrained Counties - $72.4 million

 Aerial Photography - $1.4 million

 IT Issues - $25.2 million; 8 positions

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise expressly provided.

Vote: Senate 36-1; House 114-0
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HB 5003 — Implementing the 2024-2025 General Appropriations Act
by Appropriations Committee and Rep. Leek and others (SB 2502 by Appropriations 

Committee)

The bill provides the following substantive modifications for the 2024-2025 fiscal year:

Section 1 provides legislative intent that the implementing and administering provisions of this 

act apply to the General Appropriations Act (GAA) for Fiscal Year 2024-2025.

Section 2 incorporates the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) work papers by reference 

for the purpose of displaying the calculations used by the Legislature.

Section 3 incorporates the School Readiness Program Reimbursement work papers by reference 

for the purpose of displaying the rates used in making appropriations for the school readiness 

program allocation.

Section 4 amends s. 1004.6495(10), F.S., to require the State Board of Education to, by 

August 1, 2024, establish a state Classification of Instructional Program code for the Florida 

Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program.

Section 5 authorizes the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) to submit a budget 

amendment to realign funding between the AHCA and the Department of Health (DOH) for the 

Children’s Medical Services (CMS) network for the implementation of the Statewide Medicaid 

Managed Care program, to reflect actual enrollment changes due to the transition from fee-for-

service into the capitated CMS network.

Section 6 authorizes AHCA to submit a budget amendment to realign funding priorities within 

the Medicaid program appropriation categories to address any projected surpluses and deficits 

for Fiscal Year 2024-2025.

Section 7 authorizes AHCA to submit a budget amendment to realign funding within the 

Medicaid program appropriation categories to address projected surpluses and deficits within the 

program for the 2023-2024 fiscal year. The realignment shall not provide funds to increase 

managed care rates beyond amounts adopted at the January 8, 2024, Social Services Estimating 

Conference.

Section 8 authorizes the AHCA to submit a budget amendment to realign funding within the 

Florida KidCare program appropriation categories, or to increase budget authority in the 

Children’s Medical Services network category, to address projected surpluses and deficits within

the program or to maximize the use of state trust funds. A single budget amendment must be 

submitted in the last quarter of Fiscal Year 2024-2025.
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Section 9 amends s. 381.986(17), F.S., to provide that the Department of Health (DOH) is not 

required to prepare a statement of estimated regulatory costs when adopting rules relating to 

medical marijuana testing laboratories, and any such rules adopted prior to July 1, 2025, are 

exempt from the legislative ratification provision of ss. 120.54(3)(b) and 120.541, F.S. Medical 

marijuana treatment centers are authorized to use a laboratory that has not been certified by the 

department until rules relating to medical marijuana testing laboratories are adopted by the 

department, but no later than July 1, 2025.

Section 10 amends s. 14(1), ch. 2017-232, L.O.F., to provide limited emergency rulemaking 

authority to the DOH and applicable boards to adopt emergency rules to implement the Medical 

Use of Marijuana Act (2017). The department and applicable boards are not required to prepare a

statement of estimated regulatory costs when promulgating rules to replace emergency rules, and

any such rules are exempt from the legislative ratification provision of ss. 120.54(3)(b) and 

120.541, F.S., until July 1, 2025.

Section 11 provides that the amendments to s. 14(1), ch. 2017-232, L.O.F., expire on 

July 1, 2025, and the text of that provision reverts back to that in existence on June 30, 2019.

Section 12 authorizes the AHCA to submit budget amendments to implement the federally 

approved Directed Payment Program for hospitals statewide, the Indirect Medical Education 

Program, and a nursing workforce expansion and education program.

Section 13 authorizes the AHCA to submit budget amendments to implement the federally 

approved Directed Payment Program and fee-for-service supplemental payments for cancer 

hospitals that meet certain federal criteria.

Section 14 authorizes the AHCA to submit a budget amendment, including specified 

information, to implement the Low Income Pool Program.

Section 15 authorizes the AHCA to submit a budget amendment to implement fee-for-service 

supplemental payments and a directed payment program for physicians and subordinate licensed 

health care practitioners employed by or under contract with a Florida medical or dental school 

or a public hospital.

Section 16 authorizes the AHCA to submit a budget amendment requesting budget authority for 

emergency medical transportation services.

Section 17 authorizes the AHCA to submit a budget amendment requesting additional spending 

authority to implement the Disproportionate Share Hospital Program.

Section 18 allows the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to submit a budget 

amendment to realign funding within DCF based on the implementation of the Guardianship 

Assistance Program, including between guardianship assistance payments, foster care Level 1 

board payments, and relative and nonrelative caregiver payments for current caseload.
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Section 19 authorizes the DCF, DOH, and AHCA to submit budget amendments to increase 

budget authority as necessary to meet caseload requirements for Refugee Programs administered 

by the federal Office of Refugee Resettlement. Requires the DCF to submit quarterly reports on 

caseload and expenditures.

Section 20 authorizes the DCF to submit budget amendments to increase budget authority to 

support the following federal grants: the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Grant Program, the 

Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer, the American Rescue Plan Grant, the State Opioid 

Response Grant, the Substance Use Prevention and Treatment Block Grant, and the Mental 

Health Block Grant.

Section 21 authorizes the DOH to submit a budget amendment to increase budget authority for 

the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) and the Child Care

Food Program if additional federal revenues become available.

Section 22 authorizes the DOH to submit a budget amendment to increase budget authority for 

the HIV/AIDS Prevention and Treatment Program if additional federal revenues become 

available.

Section 23 authorizes the DOH to submit a budget amendment to increase budget authority for 

DOH if additional federal revenues specific to COVID-19 become available.

Section 24 authorizes the balance of any appropriation from the General Revenue Fund for the 

Pediatric Rare Disease Research Grant, which is not disbursed but which is obligated pursuant to

contract or committed to be expended by June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are 

appropriated may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the effective date of the original 

appropriation.

Section 25 requires the AHCA to replace the current Florida Medicaid Management Information

System and provides requirements of the system. This section also establishes the executive 

steering committee (ESC) membership, duties, and the process for the ESC meetings and 

decisions. Provides requirements for deliverables-based fixed price contracts.

Section 26 requires the AHCA, in consultation with the DOH, Agency for Persons with 

Disabilities (APD), DCF, and the Department of Corrections (DOC), to competitively procure a 

contract with a vendor to negotiate prices for prescriptions drugs, including insulin and 

epinephrine, for all participating agencies. The contract must require that the vendor be 

compensated on a contingency basis paid from a portion of the savings achieved through the 

negotiation and purchase of prescription drugs.

Section 27 authorizes the APD to submit budget amendments to transfer funding from salaries 

and benefits to contractual services in order to support additional staff augmentation at the 

Developmental Disability Centers.
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Section 28 authorizes the AHCA to submit budget amendments as needed, notwithstanding 

ss. 216.181 and 216.292, F.S., to increase budget authority to implement the home and 

community-based services Medicaid waiver program of the Agency for Persons with 

Disabilities.

Section 29 authorizes the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) to submit a budget 

amendment to the Legislative Budget Commission if DVA projects that additional direct care 

staff are needed to meet its established staffing ratio.

Section 30 amends s. 409.915(1), F.S., to provide that the term “state Medicaid expenditures” 

does not include funds specially assessed by any local governmental entity and used as the 

nonfederal share for the hospital Directed Payment Program after July 1, 2021.

Section 31 amends s. 394.9082, F.S., to authorize a managing entity to carry forward funds from 

the State Opioid Settlement Trust Fund and provides that such funds are exempt from the 

eight percent carry forward cap established pursuant to that section.

Section 32 authorizes the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) to submit a budget amendment 

to increase budget authority for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Adult Care Food Program 

if additional federal revenues will be expended in the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

Section 33 authorizes the AHCA to execute Letters of Agreement for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 by 

June 1, 2024, to support the state's share of payments for the Directed Payment Program for 

hospitals in Statewide Medicaid Managed Care Region 5.

Section 34 authorizes the DVA to submit budget amendments pursuant to ch. 216, F.S., subject 

to federal approval, requesting additional spending authority to support the development and 

construction of a new State Veterans Nursing Home and Adult Day Health Care Center in 

Collier County.

Section 35 amends s. 409.912(6), F.S., to allow the fiscal agent contract for the Florida Health 

Care Connection (FX) to be extended through December 31, 2027.

Section 36 provides that the amendment to s. 409.912(6), expires on July 1, 2025, and the text of

that section reverts back to that in existence on June 30, 2024.

Section 37 amends s. 216.262(4), F.S., to allow the Executive Office of the Governor (EOG) to 

request additional positions and appropriations from unallocated general revenue during Fiscal 

Year 2024-2025 for the Department of Corrections (DOC) if the actual inmate population of the 

DOC exceeds certain Criminal Justice Estimating Conference forecasts. Subject to Legislative 

Budget Commission (LBC) review and approval, the additional positions and appropriations may

be used for essential staff, fixed capital improvements, and other resources to provide 

classification, security, food services, health services, and other variable expenses within the 

institutions to accommodate the estimated increase in the inmate population. 
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Section 38 amends s. 215.18(2), F.S., to provide the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court the 

authority to request a trust fund loan.

Section 39 requires the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) to review county juvenile detention 

payments to ensure that counties are fulfilling their financial responsibilities. If the department 

determines that a county has not met its obligations, Department of Revenue must deduct the 

amount owed to the DJJ from shared revenue funds provided to the county under s. 218.23, F.S.

Section 40 reenacts s. 27.40(1), (2)(a), (3)(a), and (5)-(7), F.S., to continue to require written 

certification of conflict by the public defender or regional conflict counsel before a court may 

appoint private conflict counsel.

Section 41 provides that the amendments to s. 27.40(1), (2)(a), (3)(a), (5)-(7), F.S., expire 

July 1, 2025, and the text of that section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2019.

Section 42 amends s. 27.5304, F.S., to authorize the fee for compensation for representation in 

criminal proceedings for misdemeanors and juveniles represented at the trial level to increase 

from $1,000 to $2,000.

Section 43 provides that the amendments to s. 27.5304(1), (3), (6), (7), (11), and (12)(a)-(e), 

F.S., expire July 1, 2025, and the text of that section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2019.

Section 44 amends s. 934.50(7)(f), F.S., notwithstanding subsection (7), to create the drone 

replacement program within the Department of Law Enforcement; and authorize the department 

to provide any drones turned in to the Florida Center for Cybersecurity for analysis.

Section 45 requires the Department of Management Services (DMS) and state agencies to utilize

a tenant broker to renegotiate private lease agreements that expire between July 1, 2025, and 

June 30, 2027, and are in excess of 2,000 square feet, and to submit a report by 

November 1, 2024.

Section 46 provides that, notwithstanding s. 216.292(2)(a), F.S., which authorizes transfers of up

to five percent of approved budget between categories, agencies may not transfer funds from a 

data center appropriation category to a category other than a data center appropriation category.

Section 47 authorizes the EOG to transfer funds in the appropriation category “Special 

Categories-Risk Management Insurance” between departments in order to align the budget 

authority granted with the premiums paid by each department for risk management insurance.

Section 48 authorizes the EOG to transfer funds in the appropriation category “Special 

Categories-Transfer to the DMS-Human Resources Services Purchased per Statewide Contract” 

between departments, in order to align the budget authority granted with the assessments that 

must be paid by each agency to the DMS for human resources management services.
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Section 49 authorizes the DMS to use five percent of facility disposition funds from the 

Architects Incidental Trust Fund to offset relocation expenses associated with the disposition of 

state office buildings.

Section 50 authorizes the DMS, notwithstanding s. 253.025(4), F.S., to acquire additional state-

owned office buildings or property for inclusion in the Florida Facilities Pool.

Section 51 defines the components of the Florida Accounting Information Resource subsystem 

(FLAIR) and Cash Management System (CMS) included in the Department of Financial 

Services Planning Accounting and Ledger Management (PALM) system. This section also 

provides the executive steering committee membership and the procedures for executive steering

committee meetings and decisions.

Section 52 reenacts and amends s. 282.709(3), F.S., to carry forward the DMS’s authority to 

execute a 15-year contract with the SLERS operator.

Section 53 provides that the text of s. 282.709(3), F.S., expires July 1, 2025, and the text of that 

section reverts to that in existence on June 1, 2021.

Section 54 authorizes state agencies and other eligible users of the SLERS network to utilize the 

DMS state SLERS contract for the purchase of equipment and services.

Section 55 authorizes a reduction of the MyFloridaMarketPlace (MFMP) transaction fee from 

1 percent to 0.7 percent for Fiscal Year 2024-2025.

Section 56 amends s. 24.105(9)(i), F.S., to require the commission for lottery ticket sales to be 

set at 6 percent of the purchase price of each ticket sold or issued as a prize by a retailer.

Section 57 provides that the text of s. 24.105(9)(i), F.S., expires July 1, 2025, and the text of that

section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2023.

Section 58 authorizes the Citizens Property Insurance Corporation to contract with the Division 

of Administrative Hearings to conduct proceedings to resolve disputes regarding its claims 

determinations.

Section 59 amends s. 110.116, F.S., to specify that, in order to maintain continuity of operations 

and to ensure the successful completion of the PALM System, DMS must enter into a 3-year 

contract extension, pursuant to s. 287.057(11), F.S., with an option to renew for an additional 

year, with the entity operating the People First System. People First cannot be updated until after 

successfully connecting payroll to PALM.

Section 60 authorizes the Executive Office of the Governor to submit a budget amendment to 

transfer funds appropriated in the “Northwest Regional Data Center” category between 
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departments in order to align the budget authority granted based on the estimated costs for data 

processing services for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

Section 61 provides that auxiliary assessments charged to state agencies related to contract 

management services provided to Northwest Regional Data Center shall not exceed three 

percent.

Section 62 creates s. 284.51, F.S., directing the Division of Risk Management at DFS to select a 

provider to establish a statewide pilot program to make electroencephalogram combined 

transcranial magnetic stimulation (eTMS) available for veterans, first responders, and immediate 

family members thereof with certain medical conditions.

Section 63 amends s. 215.18(3), F.S., to authorize loans to land acquisition trust funds within 

several agencies.

Section 64 provides that, in order to implement specific appropriations from the land acquisition 

trust funds within the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS), the DEP, the 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), and the Department of State (DOS), the 

DEP will transfer a proportionate share of revenues in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF) 

within the DEP on a monthly basis, after subtracting required debt service payments, to each 

agency and retain a proportionate share within the Land Acquisition Trust Fund within the DEP. 

Total distributions to a land acquisition trust fund within the other agencies may not exceed the 

total appropriations for the fiscal year. The section further provides that DEP may advance funds 

from the beginning unobligated fund balance in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund to LATF within

the FWC for cash flow purposes.

Section 65 amends s. 376.3071(15)(g), F.S., to revise the requirements for the usage of the trust 

fund for ethanol or biodiesel damage.

Section 66 provides that the amendment to s. 376.3071(15)(g), F.S., expires July 1, 2025, and 

the text of that section reverts to that in existence on July 1, 2020.

Section 67 amends s. 259.105(3), F.S., to notwithstand the Florida Forever statutory distribution 

and authorize the use of funds from the trust fund as provided in the GAA.

Section 68 provides that, notwithstanding ch. 287, F.S., the Department of Citrus is authorized to

enter into agreements to expedite the increased production of citrus trees that show tolerance or 

resistance to citrus greening.

Section 69 creates the Local Government Water Supply Grant Pilot Program within the DEP to 

provide funds to local governments for water supply infrastructure, including distribution and 

transmission facilities.
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Section 70 amends s. 380.5105, F.S., to add a capital outlay grant program to the Stan Mayfield 

Working Waterfronts Program. The grant program is created within DEP to provide funding to 

assist commercial fishermen and seafood houses in maintaining their operations.

Section 71 provides that the amendments to s. 380.5105, F.S., expire July 1, 2025, and the text 

of that section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2024.

Section 72 amends s. 10, ch. 2022-272, L.O.F., to extend and expand the Hurricane Restoration 

Reimbursement Grant Program.

Section 73 provides that notwithstanding s. 823.11(4)(c), F.S., the FWC is authorized to use 

funds appropriated for the derelict vessel removal program for grants to local governments or to 

remove, store, destroy, and dispose of, or to pay private contractors to remove, store, destroy, 

and dispose of, derelict vessels or vessels declared a public nuisance pursuant to s. 327.73(1)(aa),

F.S.

Section 74 provides that a county or municipal government may not amend or adopt an 

ordinance that restricts or prohibits the operation of a leaf blower that is powered by an internal 

combustion engine or motor.

Section 75 amends s. 403.0673, F.S., to require a minimum of $25 million to be dedicated for 

priority projects to improve water quality in the Indian River Lagoon in the Water Quality Grant 

Program.

Section 76 provides that, notwithstanding ch. 287, F.S., the DACS is authorized to enter into 

agreements to advance technologies leading to the creation of a genetically engineered self-

limiting strain of an Asian citrus Psyllid for population suppression.

Section 77 amends s. 321.04(3)(b) and (5), F.S., to provide that for Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) may assign a patrol officer to a 

Cabinet member if the department deems such assignment appropriate or if requested by such 

Cabinet member in response to a threat. Additionally, the Governor may request the department 

to assign one or more highway patrol officers to the Lieutenant Governor for security services.

Section 78 amends s. 288.80125(3), F.S., to allow funds to be used for the Rebuild Florida 

Revolving Loan Fund Program to provide assistance to businesses impacted by Hurricane 

Michael as provided in the GAA.

Section 79 amends s. 288.8013(3), F.S., to no longer require the interest earned on the Triumph 

funds to be transferred back into the Triumph Gulf Coast Trust Fund, no other deposits are made 

into this trust fund. Funds may be used for administrative costs including costs in excess of the 

statutory cap.
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Section 80 provides that the amendment to s. 288.8013(3), F.S., expires July 1, 2025, and the 

text of that section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2023.

Section 81 amends s. 339.135(7)(h), F.S., to authorize the chair and vice chair of the Legislative 

Budget Commission (LBC) to approve, pursuant to s. 216.177, F.S., a Department of 

Transportation (DOT) work program amendment that adds a new project, or a phase of a new 

project, in excess of $3 million, if the LBC does not meet or consider, within 30 days of 

submittal, the amendment by the DOT.

Section 82 creates s. 250.245, F.S., to establish the Florida National Guard Joint Enlistment 

Enhancement Program (JEEP) within the Department of Military Affairs to provide bonuses to 

certain guardsmen in an effort to bolster recruitment efforts and increase the force structure of 

the Florida National Guard.

Section 83 amends s. 288.0655(6), F.S., to authorize rural Florida Panhandle counties to 

participate in the Rural Infrastructure Fund grant program as authorized in the GAA.

Section 84 authorizes the Division of Emergency Management (DEM) to submit budget 

amendments to increase budget authority for projected expenditures due to federal 

reimbursements from federally declared disasters.

Section 85 amends s. 282.201, F.S., to authorize the DEM to be exempt from the use of the state 

data center.

Section 86 amends s. 320.08053, F.S., to provide that, notwithstanding s. 320.08053, F.S., the 

DHSMV is required to extend the presale period by an additional 12 months for the Florida State

Beekeepers Association.

Section 87 amends s. 112.061(4)(d), F.S., to permit a lieutenant governor who resides outside of 

Leon County to designate an official headquarters in his or her county as his or her official 

headquarters for purposes of s. 112.061, F.S. A lieutenant governor for whom an official 

headquarters in his or her county of residence may be paid travel and subsistence expenses when 

traveling between their official headquarters and the State Capitol to conduct state business.

Section 88 requires the DMS to assess an administrative health insurance assessment to each 

state agency equal to the employer’s cost of individual employee health care coverage for each 

vacant position within such agency eligible for coverage through the Division of State Group 

Insurance.

Section 89 provides that, notwithstanding s. 11.13, F.S., salaries of legislators must be 

maintained at the same level as July 1, 2010.

Section 90 reenacts s. 215.32(2)(b), F.S., in order to implement the transfer of moneys to the 

General Revenue Fund from trust funds in the General Appropriations Act.
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Section 91 provides that the amendment to s. 215.32(2)(b), F.S., expires July 1, 2025, and the 

text of that section reverts to that in existence on June 30, 2011.

Section 92 provides that funds appropriated for travel by state employees be limited to travel for 

activities that are critical to each state agency’s mission. The section prohibits funds from being 

used to travel to foreign countries, other states, conferences, staff training, or other 

administrative functions unless the agency head approves in writing. The agency head is required

to consider the use of teleconferencing and electronic communication to meet needs of the 

activity before approving travel.

Section 93 provides that, notwithstanding s. 112.061, F.S., costs for lodging associated with a 

meeting, conference, or convention organized or sponsored in whole or in part by a state agency 

or the judicial branch may not exceed $225 per day. An employee may expend his or her own 

funds for any lodging expenses in excess of $225.

Section 94 authorizes the LBC to increase amounts appropriated to state agencies for new fixed 

capital outlay projects using general revenue funds.

Section 95 amends s. 216.292, F.S., to require transfers to comply with ch. 216, F.S., maximize 

the use of available and appropriate funds, and not be contrary to legislative policy and intent.

Section 96 provides that, notwithstanding ch. 287, F.S., state agencies are authorized to purchase

vehicles from non-State Term Contract vendors provided certain conditions are met.

Section 97 provides that, notwithstanding s. 255.25(3)(a), F.S., the DMS, the Executive Office 

of the Governor, the Commissioner of Agriculture, the Chief Financial Officer, and the Attorney 

General are authorized to enter into a lease as a lessee not to exceed 24 months for the use of 

space in a privately owned building, even if such space is 5,000 square feet or more, without 

having to advertise or receive competitive solicitations.

Section 98 requires the DEP to purchase lands within certain land areas; requires DEP in order to

reduce land management costs to provide a lease back option to the sellers under certain 

circumstances.

Section 99 authorizes the EOG to submit a budget amendment to realign funding within and 

between agencies in appropriation categories specifically authorized for the implementation of 

the state’s award from the federal Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund (Pub.L. 117-2).

Section 100 amends s. 216.181(8)(b), F.S., to require salary rate to be controlled at the budget 

entity level for FDOC and DHSMV.

Section 101 amends s. 339.08, F.S., to authorize the DOT to expend funds from the 

Discretionary Sales Surtax Clearing Trust Fund and as provided in the GAA.
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Section 102 requires the Department of Revenue to retain interest earnings associated with funds

held in the Discretionary Sales Surtax Clearing Trust Fund related to the Hillsborough County 

surtax for the purpose of implementing the temporary suspension of surtaxes.

Section 103 authorizes the DOT, notwithstanding s. 215, ch. 2023-239, L.O.F., to retain interest 

earned on funds appropriated to implement the Moving Florida Forward Plan.

Section 104 creates s. 11.52, F.S., to require state agencies to provide information about the 

status of implementation of recently enacted legislation.

Section 105 requires state agencies and the judicial branch to review all statutorily required 

reports and prepare a list of the reports that the agency would recommend to modify or repeal.

Section 106 amends s. 216.013, F.S., to provide that state executive agencies and the judicial 

branch are not required to develop or post a long-range program plan by September 30, 2024, for

the 2025-2026 fiscal year, except in circumstances outlined in any updated written instructions 

prepared by the Executive Office of the Governor in consultation with the chairs of the 

legislative appropriations committees.

Section 107 amends s. 216.023, F.S., to require each state agency and the judicial branch, as part

of their legislative budget request, to include an inventory of all ongoing technology-related 

projects that have a cumulative estimated or realized cost of more than $1 million. The inventory

must include specified information.

Section 108 requires the Florida Turnpike Enterprise to establish a toll relief program.

Section 109 specifies that no section shall take effect if the appropriations and proviso to which 

it relates are vetoed.

Section 110 provides that if any other act passed during the 2024 Regular Session contains a 

provision that is substantively the same as a provision in this act, but removes or otherwise is not

subject to the future repeal applied by this act, the intent is for the other provision to take 

precedence and continue to operate.

Section 111 provides for severability.

Section 112 provides for a general effective date of July 1, 2024 (except as otherwise provided).

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise provided.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 115-0



THE FLORIDA SENATE

2024 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Appropriations

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

HB 5005 Page 1

HB 5005 — Collective Bargaining
by Appropriations Committee and Rep. Leek (SB 2504 by Appropriations Committee)

The bill directs the resolution of collective bargaining issues at impasse for the 2024-2025 fiscal 

year. Any mandatory collective bargaining issues at impasse which are not addressed by the bill 

or the General Appropriations Act are resolved in accordance with the personnel rules in effect 

on March 5, 2024, and by otherwise maintaining the status quo under the language of the 

applicable current collective bargaining agreement.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 108-0
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HB 5101 — Education
by PreK-12 Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Tomkow (SB 2516 by Appropriations 

Committee)

The bill conforms law to the appropriations provided in HB 5001, the General Appropriations 

Act for Fiscal Year 2024-2025, for prekindergarten through grade 12 education. Specifically, the 

bill provides for the following:

Section 1 amends s. 110.123, F.S., to revise definitions to include Florida College System (FCS) 

institutions in the State Group Health Insurance (SGHI) Program. The initial enrollment period is

required to begin as soon as practicable with coverage beginning in the 2025 plan year by 

July 31, 2025. FCS institutions are required to participate for at least 3 plan years.

Section 2 amends s.1002.31, F.S., to create a transportation stipend from an eligible nonprofit 

scholarship-funding organization, contingent upon a legislative appropriation, for public school 

students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 8 for transportation to a Florida public school 

that is different from the school to which the student is assigned or to a developmental research 

(laboratory) school. The bill specifies the scholarship is on a first-come, first-served basis, and 

provides priority for awards.

Section 3 amends s. 1002.32, F.S., to modify exceptions on the limitations of one developmental

research (laboratory) school (lab school) per university by adding the Florida State University 

Charter Lab K-12 School in Leon County and removing the Florida Atlantic University Charter 

Lab K-12 School in St. Lucie County. The Lab School Educational Trust Fund is removed along 

with a provision that allowed charter lab schools to receive funding for charter school capital 

outlay.

Section 4 amends s. 1002.33, F.S., to remove a provision to hold harmless a charter school 

sponsor for full-time equivalent (FTE) students not included in projections due to approval of a 

charter school application and a reporting requirement of charter school applications. The bill 

modifies reporting requirements for charter schools from student membership to FTE. The bill 

also modifies the methodology to calculate state funds and capital outlay funds for charter 

schools sponsored by a state university or FCS institution, and designates that the university or 

FCS institution is the fiscal agent for sponsored charter schools.

Section 5 amends s. 1002.391, F.S., to create the Bridge to Speech Program to fund auditory-oral

education programs required in law.

Section 6 amends s. 1002.394, F.S., to eliminate transportation to a public school as an eligible 

use of funds under the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program. The bill also eliminates 

reference to an award amount.
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Section 7 amends s. 1002.395, F.S., to eliminate transportation to a public school as an eligible 

use of funds under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program. The bill also eliminates 

reference to an award amount.

Section 8 amends s. 1002.68, F.S., to designate that the methodology for calculating the 

Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) performance metric is required in the 2023-2024 program year

and issuance of the VPK performance metric to VPK programs is required in the 2024-2025 

program year. The bill retains a provision relating to loss of VPK eligibility due to program 

assessment that was removed in the 2023 Implementing Bill.

Section 9 amends s. 1002.71, F.S., to increase the percentage of funds from the Voluntary 

Prekindergarten (VPK) program that each early learning coalition may retain for administrative 

expenses from 4.0 percent to 5.0 percent.

Section 10 amends s. 1002.82, F.S., to require the Department of Education (DOE) to annually 

collect cost data from school readiness programs that includes federal salary information for 

child care personnel and certain data from child care providers. The DOE is required to provide 

certain school readiness cost data to the Legislature by November 1, 2024, and annually 

thereafter.

Section 11 amends s. 1002.84, F.S., requiring each early learning coalition to implement a parent

sliding fee scale that increases in relation to family income adopted in rule by the DOE for the 

school readiness program. The existing methodology for distribution of school readiness funding

is removed and provides that all instructions for the distribution of funds will be provided by the 

policies of the Legislature.

Section 12 amends s. 1002.89, F.S., to modify the school readiness program allocation to use 

unweighted full-time equivalent children instead of eligible population, and use of a “rate index” 

to account for differences in geographic location. A provision regarding local ordinances relating

to staff-to-children ratio that were passed prior to January 1, 2022, is removed.

Section 13 amends s. 1002.895, F.S., to modify elements of the market rate schedule for the 

school readiness program to remove provisions related to providers with a Gold Seal Quality 

Care designation and large family child care homes. The market rate schedule is required to 

differentiate school readiness program rates only by care levels driven by age or whether care is 

full-time or part-time. The elements related to the annual collection of data by the DOE and 

subsequent reporting of data to the Early Learning Programs Conference are removed.

Section 14 repeals s. 1002.90, F.S., relating to school readiness cost-of-care information.

Section 15 amends s. 1002.92, F.S., to remove an obsolete reference.

Section 16 creates s. 1003.4206, F.S., to establish the Charity for Change program, subject to 

funding appropriated in the General Appropriations Act (GAA), to implement the character 
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education standards required in law and authorize the program to use third-party providers to 

deliver after-school and summer services that empower students with an evidence-based 

curriculum.

Section 17 creates s. 1006.042, F.S., to establish the AMIkids, Inc., program, subject to funding 

appropriated in the GAA, to provide alternatives to institutionalization or commitment for youth 

by providing services, such as, education, behavior modification, skills development, mental 

health, workforce development, family functioning, and advocacy.

Section 18 modifies s. 1006.07, F.S., to require each district school board to establish a threat 

management coordinator to serve as the primary point of contact regarding the district’s 

coordination, communication, and implementation of the threat management program and to 

report quantitative data on its activities to the Office of Safe Schools.

Section 19 amends s. 1006.27, F.S., to repeal the Driving Choice Grant Program.

Section 20 amends s. 1008.25, F.S., to modify provisions for VPK students demonstrating a 

substantial deficiency on the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system, which 

requires students to be referred to a local school district and specifies that such students are 

eligible for participation in a 100-hour summer bridge program consisting of 4 hours of daily 

instruction to be provided by the school district.

Section 21 revises s. 1009.896, F.S., to expand the Florida Law Enforcement Academy 

Scholarship Program to include emergency medical technicians, paramedics, and firefighters, 

and specify eligibility criteria and authorized uses of funds. Accordingly, the bill changes the 

name to the Florida First Responder Scholarship Program.

Section 22 modifies s. 1009.90, F.S., to require the DOE to have a database system to track all 

school bond referendums and debt incurred by a school district via referendum for capital outlay 

or operational purposes.

Section 23 modifies s. 1011.62, F.S., to authorize charter schools sponsored by a state university 

or FCS institution to receive the state-funded discretionary contribution. The bill also requires an

annual appropriation to the educational enrollment stabilization program to maintain a minimum 

balance of $250 million, funds from which may be carried forward for up to 10 years.

Section 24 modifies s. 1011.765, F.S., to specify that, for purposes of providing matching grants 

through the Florida Academic Improvement Trust Fund, a public school district education 

foundation includes each district school board direct-support organization and the education 

foundation established by the Florida Virtual School.

Section 25 amends s. 1012.56, F.S., to eliminate the requirement that applicants for a temporary 

apprenticeship certificate must first complete the subject area content requirements established 

by the State Board of Education or the demonstration of mastery of subject area knowledge.
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Section 26 modifies s. 1013.62, F.S., to specify that a charter school not eligible to receive 

capital outlay funds includes a charter school sponsored by a state university or an FCS 

institution that receives state funding for capital improvement purposes as specified in law.

Section 27 requires the taxable value for Wakulla County School District that was provided by 

the Department of Revenue to the DOE to be used for the remaining calculations of the Fiscal 

Year 2023-2024 FEFP and for use in the Prior Period Adjustment Millage calculation. This 

section is effective until July 1, 2025.

Section 28 provides an effective date of upon becoming law, except as otherwise provided.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 108-1
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HB 5201 — Trust Funds/Federal Law Enforcement Trust Fund/FGCC
by State Administration & Technology Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Busatta Cabrera 

(SB 2506 by Appropriations Committee)

The bill creates a Federal Law Enforcement Trust Fund within the Florida Gaming Control 

Commission (Commission). The trust fund serves as a depository for funds to be used by the 

Commission. Moneys to be credited to the trust fund consist of revenues received as a result of 

federal criminal, administrative, or civil forfeiture proceedings and receipts and revenues 

received from federal asset-sharing programs.

Any unencumbered balance remaining at the end of the fiscal year and any encumbered balance 

remaining undisbursed on September 30 of the same calendar year remains in the Federal Law 

Enforcement Trust Fund available for carrying out the purpose of the trust fund.

As required by the Florida Constitution, the Federal Law Enforcement Trust Fund terminates on 

July 1, 2028, unless terminated sooner or recreated by the Legislature. Additionally, the trust 

fund is required to be reviewed as provided in s. 215.3206, F.S., before its schedule termination.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0
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HB 5203 — Property Seized by the Florida Gaming Control Commission
by State Administration & Technology Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Busatta Cabrera 

(SB 2508 by Appropriations Committee)

This bill specifies that the property rights in machines and money and other things of value 

therein seized by the Florida Gaming Control Commission (Commission) are forfeited to the 

Commission and deposited into the Pari-Mutuel Wagering Trust Fund. In addition, the bill 

specifies sums received from a sale or other disposition of property that is seized by the 

Commission must be deposited into the Pari-Mutuel Wagering Trust Fund.

The bill provides an exemption from the requirement that the Commission pay excess proceeds 

from forfeiture proceedings to the General Revenue Fund. The bill specifies that proceeds 

accrued pursuant to the Florida Contraband Forfeiture Act are to be deposited into the Pari-

Mutuel Wagering Trust Fund or into the Commission’s Federal Law Enforcement Trust Fund. 

The bill authorizes such proceeds to be used for the operation of the Commission.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 113-0
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HB 5401 — Judges
by Justice Appropriations Subcommittee and Rep. Brannan and others (SB 2514 by 

Appropriations Committee)

The bill amends ss. 26.031 and 34.022, F.S., to establish two new circuit court judgeships (one in

the First Judicial Circuit and one in the Twentieth Judicial Circuit) and seven new county court 

judgeships (three in Orange County, two in Hillsborough County, one in Santa Rosa County, and

one in Columbia County).

The Supreme Court issued Order No. SC2023-1586, dated November 30, 2023, certifying the 

need for one additional circuit court judge (Twentieth Circuit) and five additional county court 

judges (three in Orange County and two in Hillsborough County).

The bill conforms to HB 5001, the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 General Appropriations Act, which 

includes $3,749,038 in General Revenue funding, and authorizes 20 full-time equivalent 

positions with an associated salary rate of $2,219,713, for the newly established judgeships and 

associated judicial assistants and attorney staffing.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 109-0
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CS/HJR 7017 — Annual Adjustment to Homestead Exemption Value
by State Affairs Committee; Ways & Means Committee; and Rep. Buchanan and others

The joint resolution proposes an amendment to the State Constitution requiring the $25,000 of 

assessed value that is exempt from all ad valorem taxes other than school district taxes be 

adjusted annually for positive inflation growth. It would also apply to any future homestead 

exemption applying only to ad valorem taxes other than school district taxes.

The joint resolution will be considered by the electorate at the 2024 general election and, if 

approved by 60 percent of the electors voting on the measure, the joint resolution would take 

effect on January 1, 2025. 

Vote: Senate 25-15; House 86-29
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CS/HB 7019 — Exemption of Homesteads
by State Affairs Committee; Ways & Means Committee; and Rep. Buchanan and others

The bill implements an amendment to Art. VII, s. 6, State Constitution proposed by CS/HJR 

7017 (2024) by making conforming statutory changes. If CS/HJR 7017 is approved by the 

voters, this bill amends current law to add an annual positive inflation adjustment to the current 

exemption on the assessed value for all levies other than school district levies of $50,000 up to 

$75,000.

The bill also directs the Legislature to appropriate funds to offset reductions in ad valorem tax 

revenue experienced by fiscally constrained counties as a result of the annual positive inflation 

adjustment. To receive the offset, a qualifying county must annually apply to the Department of 

Revenue and provide certain documentation.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect on January 1, 2025, if the amendment to the State Constitution proposed 

by CS/HJR 7017 is approved by the voters at the 2024 general election or at an earlier special 

election.

Vote: Senate 26-14; House 84-31
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SB 7080 — Trust Funds/Indian Gaming Revenue Clearing Trust 
Fund/Department of Financial Services
by Appropriations Committee

The bill creates the Indian Gaming Revenue Clearing Trust Fund within the Florida Department 

of Financial Services (DFS). The bill:

 Creates the Indian Gaming Revenue Clearing Trust Fund (trust fund) as a depository for 

the portion of the revenue-sharing payments received by the state under the gaming 

compact, as defined in s. 285.710(1), F.S.;

 Requires the funds to be credited to the trust fund as provided in s. 380.095, F.S.;

 Provides the funds received from such revenue-sharing payments and deposited into the 

trust fund are exempt from the service charges imposed pursuant to s. 215.20, F.S.;

 Requires the DFS to disburse funds, by nonoperating transfer, from the trust fund as 

provided in s. 380.095, F.S.; and

 Provides the trust fund is exempt from the termination provisions 

of Art. III, s. 19(f)(2), State Constitution.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor's signature, these 

provisions take effect on the same date that CS/SB 1638 or similar legislation takes effect, if 

such legislation is adopted in this legislative session and becomes a law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0
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CS/SB 1638 — Funding for Environmental Resource Management
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Senator Hutson

The bill provides that 96 percent of the revenues from the 2021 gaming compact between the 

Seminole Tribe of Florida and the State of Florida be deposited in the Indian Gaming Revenue 

Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services to acquire and manage conservation 

lands and to make significant investments in resiliency efforts and clean water infrastructure.

 Provides for the distribution of funds as follows:

o The lesser of 26.042 percent or $100 million to support the Florida Wildlife Corridor, 

including the acquisition of lands within the corridor. Eligible state agencies may submit 

budget amendments on a first-come, first-served basis with the release of funds 

contingent upon approval.

o The lesser of 26.042 percent or $100 million for the management of uplands and the 

removal of invasive species, which is divided as follows:

 The lesser of 36 percent or $36 million to the Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP), of which:

 The lesser of 88.889 percent or $32 million for state park land management activities; 

and

 The lesser of 11.111 percent or $4 million for implementation of the Local Trail 

Management Grant Program.

 The lesser of 32 percent or $32 million to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services for land management activities.

 The lesser of 32 percent or $32 million to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission for land management activities.

o The lesser of 26.042 percent or $100 million to the DEP to the Resilient Florida Trust 

Fund.

o The remainder to the DEP to the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust 

Fund.

The bill requires the Land Management Uniform Accounting Council to recommend the most 

efficient use of land management funds provided to state agencies and submit its 

recommendation to the Executive Office of the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 3, 2027.

The bill makes the following appropriations from the distributions deposited in the Indian 

Gaming Revenue Trust Fund and distributed as specified above:

 Appropriates $100 million in nonrecurring funds to Administered Funds for land 

acquisition.

 Appropriates $32 million in nonrecurring funds from the State Park Trust Fund within the

Department of Environmental Protection for land management activities.
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 Appropriates $4 million in nonrecurring funds from the Internal Improvement Trust Fund

to the Department of Environmental Protection for the purpose of implementing the 

Local Trail Management Grant Program.

 Appropriates $32 million in nonrecurring funds from the Incidental Trust Fund within the

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for land management activities.

 Appropriates $32 million in nonrecurring funds from the State Game Trust Fund within 

the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for control of invasive species and 

upland land management activities.

 Appropriates $100 million in nonrecurring funds from the Resilient Florida Trust Fund 

within the Department of Environmental Protection for the Statewide Flooding and Sea 

Level Rise Resilience Plan.

 Appropriates $79 million in nonrecurring funds from the Water Protection and 

Sustainability Program Trust Fund within the Department of Environmental Protection 

for the Water Quality Improvement Grant Program.

 Appropriates $5 million in nonrecurring funds from the Water Protection and 

Sustainability Program Trust Fund to the DEP to coordinate with the Water School at 

Florida Gulf Coast University to conduct a study to identify and analyze potential 

regional projects that meet the eligibility requirements of the Water Quality Improvement

Grant Program.

The bill makes the following additional appropriations:

 Appropriates $2 million in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the 

University of Florida to continually update the Florida Wildlife Corridor plan and the 

Florida Ecological Greenways Network plan.

 Appropriates $150 million in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the 

South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) for operations and 

maintenance.  The SFWMD shall enter into a contract with the Water School and Florida 

Gulf Coast University to conduct a study of the health and ecosystem of Lake 

Okeechobee.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law if SB 7080 or similar legislation is adopted in the same

legislative session or an extension thereof and becomes a law.

Vote: Senate 37-0; House 114-0
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HB 7067 — Pretrial Detention Hearings
by Judiciary Committee and Rep. Jacques and others (SB 7068 by Appropriations Committee on 

Criminal and Civil Justice)

The bill amends s. 907.041, F.S., to allow a court to base an order of pretrial detention under 

s. 907.041(5)(d), F.S., solely on hearsay. This ensures that victims and other witnesses are not 

required to appear in person at pretrial detention hearings.

Section 907.041(5), F.S., specifies circumstances in which the state has discretion to motion for 

pretrial detention and circumstances in which the state or the court must motion for pretrial 

detention. Paragraph (5)(d) provides the circumstances in which a motion for pretrial detention 

must be made.

The bill changes the evidentiary requirements for a pretrial detention hearing, but does not affect 

the requirement to hold such a hearing, the standard of proof at such a hearing, or the time frame 

in which the hearing must be conducted.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming a law.

Vote: Senate 33-5; House 81-31
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CS/SB 330 — Behavioral Health Teaching Hospitals
by Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services and Senators Boyd and Rouson

The bill creates the designation of behavioral health teaching hospitals to advance Florida’s 

behavioral health systems of care by creating a new integrated care and education model.

Specifically, the bill includes provisions related to the following topics:

Designation

 Creates a new “behavioral health teaching hospital” designation within ch. 395, F.S., for 

licensed teaching hospitals that partner with a state university school of medicine and 

offer specific behavioral health education programs.

 Requires the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) to designate the following 

hospital and university partnerships as Behavioral Health Teaching Hospitals (BHTHs) 

within 30 days of the bill becoming law: 

o Tampa General Hospital, in affiliation with the University of South Florida;

o UF Health Shands Hospital, in affiliation with the University of Florida;

o UF Health Jacksonville, in affiliation with the University of Florida; and

o Jackson Memorial Hospital, in affiliation with the University of Miami.

 Beginning July 1, 2025, allows specific Florida-based medical schools to partner with 

one eligible statutory teaching hospital, notwithstanding the university affiliated with two

in the initial BHTH designations once the bill becomes law.

 Limits a BHTH designation to 2 years, with a renewal process, and authorizes the AHCA

to deny, revoke, or suspend a designation for non-compliance.

 Allows BHTHs to participate in the AHCA’s new Training, Education, and Clinicals in 

Health (TEACH) funding program for hospitals to offset administrative costs and loss of 

revenue to train behavioral health workforce professionals.

 Allows BHTHs to participate in the AHCA’s Graduate Medical Education Slots for 

Doctors Program funding to provide each BHTH up to 10 residency slots at $150,000 per

slot.

Grant Program

 Establishes a grant program, subject to legislative appropriation, in the AHCA to fund 

BHTH operations and expenses and fixed capital outlay, including facility renovation and

upgrades.

 Requires the ACHA to provide 30-day open application periods on November 1 of 2025 

and 2026, to accept applications, accompanied by detailed spending plans, from 

designated BHTHs.

 On or before January 1 of 2025 and 2026, hospitals that plan to apply for designation 

must submit a letter of intent to the AHCA.
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 The AHCA, in consultation with the Department of Children and Families (DCF), will 

evaluate and rank grant applications and submit recommendations for grant awards to the

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

 The AHCA may submit budget amendments requesting the release of funds to make 

awards.

Florida Center for Behavioral Health Workforce

 Establishes the Florida Center for Behavioral Health Workforce (Center) within the 

University of South Florida’s Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute to support 

an adequate, highly skilled, resilient, and innovative workforce that meets the current and

future human resources needs of the state’s behavioral health system and develop and 

disseminate best practices. The Center will: 

o Describe and analyze current workforce and possible future workforce demand and 

produce a statistically valid biennial analysis of the supply and demand of the 

workforce;

o Expand pathways to behavioral health professions through enhanced educational 

opportunities and improved faculty development and retention;

o Promote behavioral health professions; and

o Convene stakeholders to assist the Center in its work.

Mental Health Inpatient Treatment Services Capacity Study

 Requires the DCF to contract for a detailed study of the capacity for inpatient treatment 

services for adults with serious mental illness and children with serious emotional 

disturbance or psychosis in this state’s forensic inpatient, safety-net voluntary and 

involuntary civil inpatient placement, and Medicaid statewide inpatient psychiatric 

programs.

 The study must be completed by January 31, 2025.

The bill includes the following appropriations:

 $300 million in nonrecurring general revenue funds to the AHCA to award grants of up 

to $100 million each fiscal year beginning with Fiscal Year 2024-2025 for the 

development and implementation of the behavioral health teaching hospital model. Funds

will held in reserve and released pursuant to ch. 216, F.S., to designated behavioral health

teaching hospitals for operating and capital expenditures contingent upon a detailed 

spending plan. The grant program can carry forward any non-disbursed grant funds for up

to eight years.

 $5 million in recurring general revenue funds to the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 

Health Institute for the operation of the Florida Center for Behavioral Health Workforce.

 $6 million in recurring funds, including $2.6 million in general revenue funds and $3.4 

million from the Medical Care Trust Fund, to the AHCA for the Graduate Medical 

Education Slots for Doctors Program for residency positions at $150,000 each.

 $2 million in recurring general revenue funds to the AHCA to provide each BHTH up to 

$500,000 in TEACH program funds.
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If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except as otherwise expressly provided.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-0
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CS/SB 7072 — Cancer Funding
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services

The bill revises the Casey DeSantis Cancer Research Program’s purpose to include the 

promotion of the provision of high-quality, innovative health care for persons undergoing cancer 

treatment in Florida and requires the program’s allocation agreements to contain specific 

contractual requirements.

The bill specifies that grant funding available through the Cancer Innovation Fund is available to

health care providers and facilities that demonstrate excellence in patient-centered cancer 

treatment or research.

The bill codifies the Cancer Connect Collaborative (Collaborative) in statute by providing that 

the Collaborative is created within the Department of Health (DOH) to advise the department 

and the Legislature on developing a holistic approach to the state’s efforts to fund cancer 

research, cancer facilities, and treatments for cancer patients. Under the bill, the Collaborative 

must:

 Advise the DOH on the awarding of grants issued through the Cancer Innovation Fund;

 Make recommendations on proposed legislation, proposed rules, best practices, data 

collection and reporting, issuance of grant funds, and other proposals for state policy 

relating to cancer research or treatment; and

 Develop a long-range comprehensive plan for the Casey DeSantis Cancer Research 

Program by December 1, 2024.

The bill revises the membership of the Florida Cancer Control and Research Advisory Council 

from 15 to 16 members and requires that one member be a representative of the Mayo Clinic in 

Jacksonville.

The bill is expected to have a minimal impact on the DOH, however, such impacts are 

indeterminate. The 2024-2025 General Appropriations Act provides $40 million in recurring 

general revenue funds for the Cancer Innovation Fund.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 115-0
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HB 7085 — Sickle Cell Disease
by Health & Human Services Committee and Reps. Skidmore, Driskell, and others (SB 7070 by 

Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services)

The bill establishes the Sickle Cell Disease Research and Treatment Grant Program (Program) 

within the Department of Health (DOH). The Program will fund projects that improve the quality

and accessibility of health care available for persons living with sickle cell disease (SCD) in the 

state and advance the collection and analysis of comprehensive data to support SCD research. 

Grants must be awarded to community-based sickle cell disease treatment and research centers to

fund the following types of projects:

 SCD workforce development and education; and 

 Operational and facility enhancement support for Sickle Cell Disease Treatment Centers 

of Excellence.

The bill requires the DOH to submit an annual report to the Governor, the President of the 

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the status and progress of each grant 

award.

The bill revises the SCD and sickle cell trait screening requirements to require that screening 

providers notify a newborn’s parent or guardian, rather than the newborn’s primary care 

physician, of certain information. The bill also authorizes individuals, other than newborns, that 

have been identified as having SCD or carrying the sickle cell trait, to volunteer for inclusion on 

the DOH’s sickle cell registry.

The bill may have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the DOH to establish the Program. The 

2024-2025 General Appropriations Act provides $10 million in recurring general revenue funds 

for the Program.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0
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CS/HB 85 — Pub. Rec./New State Bank and New State Trust Companies
by Insurance & Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Barnaby and others (CS/SB 1014 by 

Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Senator Perry)

The bill makes confidential and exempt from public records disclosure the following information

received by the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) pursuant to an application for authority to 

organize a new state bank or trust company under ch. 658, F.S.:

 Personal financial information.

 A driver license number, a passport number, a military identification number, or any 

other number or code issued on a government document used to verify identity.

 Books and records of a current or proposed financial institution.

 The proposed state bank’s or proposed state trust company’s proposed business plan.

The bill makes exempt from public records disclosure the personal identifying information of a 

proposed officer or director who is currently employed by, or actively participates in the affairs 

of, another financial institution that is received by the OFR pursuant to an application for the 

authority to organize a new state bank or trust company until the application is approved and the 

charter is issued. The term “personal identifying information” is defined as “names, home 

addresses, e-mail address, telephone numbers, names of relatives, work experience, professional 

licensing and education backgrounds, and photographs.”

The provisions of the bill are subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and are 

repealed October 2, 2029, unless saved from repeal through reenactment by the Legislature 

before that date. The bill also provides a statement of public necessity as required by the State 

Constitution.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 33-0; House 114-1
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CS/HB 215 — Risk Retention Groups
by Insurance & Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Truenow (CS/SB 846 by Banking and 

Insurance Committee and Senator DiCeglie)

The bill provides that motor vehicle liability insurance coverage issued by a risk retention group 

operating in accordance with 15 U.S.C. ss. 3901 et seq., which conducts business in this state 

pursuant to s. 627.944, F.S., satisfies the financial responsibility requirements of Florida’s state 

motor vehicle law.

Risk retention groups sell insurance to eligible members, do not submit rate and form filings to 

state regulators, and are not members of state guaranty associations that manage claims if an 

insurer becomes insolvent. Members of a risk retention group must be engaged in similar 

businesses or activities that have similar exposures due to the type of business, trade, product, 

service, premises, or operations. Risk retention groups certified or licensed in states other than 

Florida must comply with s. 627.944, F.S., in order to do business as a risk retention group in 

this state. Federal law under 15 U.S.C. s. 3902, generally exempts risk retention groups meeting 

certain requirements from state laws that would make unlawful the operation of a risk retention 

group that assumes or spreads the liability exposure of its group members.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 119-0
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CS/HB 241 — Coverage for Skin Cancer Screenings
by Select Committee on Health Innovation and Reps. Massullo, Payne, and others (CS/SB 56 by 

Banking and Insurance Committee and Senator Harrell)

The bill requires all contracted state group health insurance plans and health maintenance 

organizations (HMO) to cover and pay for annual skin cancer screenings performed by a Florida 

licensed dermatologist. The bill prohibits a state group health insurance plan or HMO from 

imposing any cost-sharing requirement for the annual skin cancer screening, including a 

deductible, copayment, coinsurance, or any other type of cost-sharing. The provider conducting 

the screening must be a dermatologist licensed as a medical doctor under ch. 458, F.S., or an 

osteopathic physician licensed under ch. 459, F.S., or an advanced practice registered nurse 

licensed under ch. 464, F.S., who is under the supervision of a dermatologist licensed under ch. 

458 F.S. or ch. 459 F.S.

The bill requires payment for such annual skin cancer screenings to be consistent with the state 

group health insurance plan’s or HMO’s payments for other preventive screenings. Additionally, 

the bill prohibits all contracted state group health insurance plans or HMOs from bundling a 

payment for a skin cancer screening with any other procedure or service, including an evaluation 

or management visit, which is performed during the same office visit or subsequent office visit.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 31-0; House 114-0
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CS/SB 362 — Medical Treatment Under the Workers’ Compensation Law
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Senator Bradley

The bill increases the maximum medical reimbursements for physicians and surgical procedures 

and the maximum fees for expert witnesses under ch. 440, F.S., the “Workers Compensation 

Law” (law). The law requires employers to provide injured employees all medically necessary 

remedial treatment, care, and attendance for such period as the nature of the injury or the process

of recovery may require.

The bill increases the maximum reimbursement allowances (MRA) for physicians licensed under

ch. 458, F.S., or ch. 459, F.S., from 110 percent to 175 percent of the reimbursement amount 

allowed by Medicare, and increases the MRA for surgical procedures from 140 percent to 210 

percent of reimbursement amount allowed by Medicare.

In regard to expert medical witnesses, the law currently limits the amount health care providers 

can be paid for expert testimony during depositions on a workers’ compensation claim to $200 

per hour, unless they only provided an expert medical opinion following a medical record review

or provided direct personal services unrelated to the case in dispute, in which case they are 

limited to a maximum of $200 per day. The bill increases the maximum hourly amount allowed 

for expert witnesses to $300 per hour. If an expert witnesses is subject to the daily rate, the 

maximum amount allowed is increased to $300 per day.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/SB 532 — Securities
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Brodeur

The bill substantially revises ch. 517, F.S., the “Securities and Investor Protection Act” (Act). 

The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) is responsible for administering the provisions of this 

chapter. The bill is based on the recommendations contained in the report issued by the 

Chapter 517 Task Force of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar in coordination with the

OFR. The impetus for the task force is to increase the ability of small and developing Florida 

businesses to raise capital, while at the same time assuring and improving investor protections 

and enforcement measures to guard against abuse. Since ch. 517, F.S., has not been substantially 

updated in many years, the bill also incorporates many small business financing provisions 

consistent with recently adopted federal rules or legislation adopted in other states. The bill 

includes the following changes:

 Revises eligibility and recovery provisions relating to the Securities Guaranty Fund 

(Fund), which was created to provide relief to victims of securities violations under ch. 

517, F.S., who are entitled to monetary damages or restitution but cannot recover the full 

amount of such damages or restitution from the wrongdoer, in the following manner: 

o The bill removes a requirement that an investor who has received a final judgement 

that is unsatisfied must make searches and inquires to ascertain the assets of the 

judgment debtor, which may result in delays. Further, the bill removes a two-year 

waiting period for payment; and

o The bill increases the amount an eligible person may recover from the Fund from 

$10,000 to $15,000, adds an exception allowing recovery of up to $25,000 if the 

person is a specified adult, and increasing the aggregate limit on claims from $100,000

to $250,000. 

 A specified adult is a natural person 65 years of age or older, or a natural person 18 

years of age or older whose ability to perform the normal activities of daily living 

or to provide for his or her own care or protection is impaired due to a mental, 

emotional, sensory, long-term physical, or developmental disability or dysfunction, 

or brain damage, or the infirmities of aging.

 Eliminates a registration exemption for short-term notes of $25,000 or more, which have 

a maturity date of nine months or less. This type of offering is often the subject of 

abusive efforts by persons trying to evade registration requirements through the issuance 

of short-term notes to non-accredited investors. There is no comparable provision in the 

Uniform Securities Act and currently such notes cannot be sold under federal exemptions

that preempt state registration.

 Excludes certain industrial revenue bonds and commercial development bonds issued by 

the United States or a state or local government from a registration exemption unless the 

bonds are guaranteed by a publicly traded entity. This exclusion is based on the increased

risk to investors under such bonds, which depend upon revenue streams for their funding.

 Provides that exempt transactions authorized pursuant to s. 517.061, F.S., are subject to 

the anti-fraud provisions of s. 517.301, F.S.
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 Requires a person who has six or more clients, rather than more than 15 clients, to 

register with the OFR as an investment adviser.

Investor Protections

Access to Capital Formation and Investment Options

 Revises the regulatory provisions relating to the intrastate crowdfunding exemption, and 

renames the section, the “Florida Limited Offering Exemption.” These changes include 

increasing the maximum offering limit from one million to five million dollars, which is 

consistent with the federal crowdfunding rules, and reducing the technical and regulatory 

requirements for issuers. The issuer may engage in general advertising and general 

solicitation of the offering.

 Creates the “Florida Invest Local Exemption,” a micro-offering exemption that allows an 

issuer to offer up to $500,000 in securities to residents of Florida in reliance upon the 

exemption. An issuer may not accept more than $10,000 from any single purchaser, 

unless the purchaser is an accredited investor or other specified group, for which there are

no sale limits. The issuer may engage in general advertising and general solicitation of 

the offering.

 Revises the limited offering exemption to require a disclosure regarding a purchaser’s 

right to void the transaction within three days from the date of purchase, and to allow 

additional eligible purchasers that would be excluded for purposes of the 35 purchaser 

limit, consistent with the Securities and Exchange Commission rules.

 Creates an exemption for a non-issuer transaction with a federal covered adviser 

managing investments in excess of $100 million, which is consistent with the provisions 

of the Uniform Securities Act.

Modernization of Chapter 517, Florida Statutes

 Adopts provisions consistent with federal rules that allow issuers to have greater access 

to potential investors through demonstration day (demo-day) presentations and the pre-

offering (testing the waters) solicitations and communications, which allows an issuer to 

determine whether there is any interest in a contemplated offering of exempt securities 

prior to incurring the expense of preparing and conducting an offering.

 Eliminates the requirement that issuers of simplified securities offerings that use the 

Small Company Offering Registration (SCOR) must submit annual financial reports for 

the first five years following the effective date of an offering. The SCOR offering was 

designed for use by companies seeking to raise capital through a public offering exempt 

from registration under the Securities Act of 1933.

 Adopts provisions consistent with the integration of offering federal rule that provides 

offers and sales of securities will not be integrated if, based on the particular facts and 

circumstances, the issuer can establish each offering either complies with the registration 

requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, or that an exemption from registration is 

available for the particular offering.

 Adopts an exemption for accredited investors, which is consistent with the North 

American Securities Administrators Association accredited investor exemption model. 
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The provision exempts offers and sales from registration if the offers and sales are made 

only to persons in Florida who are, or the issuer reasonably believes are, accredited 

investors. Accredited investors are considered financially sophisticated investors based 

upon criteria such as, income, net worth, or professional experience. This exemption is an

important option for small businesses attempting to raise capital.

 Clarifies, consolidates, and reorganizes provisions within ch. 517, F.S., and adopts 

provisions consistent with the Uniform Securities Act.

State Enforcement Authority

 Increases the amount of civil penalties the OFR may petition the court to impose against 

a defendant and authorizes the imposition of a civil penalty of twice the amount that 

would otherwise be imposed if a specified adult is the victim of a violation of ch. 517, 

F.S. The bill also authorizes the OFR to recover any costs and attorney fees relating to 

any investigation or enforcement.

 Establishes joint and several liability for any control person who is found to have violated

any provision of the Act.

 Provides a person who knowingly and recklessly provides substantial assistance to 

another person in violation of a provision of the Act is deemed to violate the provision to 

the same extent as the person to whom such assistance was provided.

 Allows the OFR to issue and serve upon a person a cease and desist order if the OFR has 

reason to believe the person violates any provision of the Act, as well as an emergency 

cease and desist order under certain circumstances.

 Grants authority to the OFR to impose and collect an administrative fine against any 

person found to have violated any provision of the Act.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-1; House 113-0
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CS/CS/SB 556 — Protection of Specified Adults
by Rules Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senators Rouson and Book

The bill provides additional protections for specified adults (a natural person age 65 years or 

older or a vulnerable adult) who have accounts with financial institutions and may be victims of 

suspected financial exploitation. A vulnerable adult is a natural person 18 years of age or older 

whose ability to perform the normal activities of daily living or to provide for his or her own care

or protection is impaired due to a mental, emotional, sensory, long-term physical, or 

developmental disability or dysfunction, or brain damage, or the infirmities of aging. The bill 

allows financial institutions to delay disbursements or transactions of funds from an account of a 

specified adult under the following conditions:

 The financial institution reasonably believes that financial exploitation of the specified 

adult has occurred, is occurring, has been attempted, or will be attempted in connection 

with the disbursement or transaction.

 The financial institution must promptly initiate an internal review of the facts and 

circumstances that caused the employee to reasonably believe that the financial 

exploitation of the specified adult has occurred, is occurring, has been attempted, or will 

be attempted.

 Not later than three business days after the date on which the delay was first placed, the 

financial institution provides written notice of the reason for the delay to all parties 

authorized to transact business on the account and any trusted contact on the account, 

using the contact information provided on the account, unless the employee of the 

financial institution believes that any of the parties are involved in the suspected 

exploitation.

 A delay in a disbursement or transaction expires in 15 business days, and may be 

extended for an additional 30 business days. A court of competent jurisdiction may 

shorten or extend the length of any delay.

 The financial institution must develop and implement training policies or programs 

reasonably designed to educate specified employees on issues pertaining to financial 

exploitation of specified adults. Further, the financial institution must develop, maintain, 

and enforce written procedures regarding the manner in which suspected financial 

exploitation is reviewed internally, including, if applicable, the manner in which 

suspected financial exploitation is required to be reported to supervisory personnel.

 The financial institution must create and maintain for at least five years from the date of 

the delayed disbursement or transactions a written or electronic record of specified 

information.

The bill grants immunity from any administrative or civil liability that might otherwise arise 

from a delay in a disbursement or transaction to any financial institution who in good faith and 

exercising reasonable care complies with the provisions of this act. The bill does not alter the 

obligation of a financial institution to comply with instructions from a client absent a reasonable 

belief of financial exploitation. The bill does not create new rights or obligations or new duties 

on a financial institution under other applicable laws or rules. The bill does not limit the right of 
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a financial institution to refuse to place a delay on a transaction or disbursement under other laws

or rules or under a customer agreement.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 34-0; House 104-1
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CS/CS/HB 623 — Builder Warranties
by Commerce Committee; Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; and Reps. Steele, Anderson, and

others (CS/CS/CS/SB 966 by Rules Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; Banking 

and Insurance Committee; and Senator Burgess)

The bill creates s. 553.837, F.S., which requires a builder to warrant a newly constructed home 

for construction defects of equipment, material, and workmanship by the builder or any 

subcontractor or supplier resulting in a material violation of the Florida Building Code for one 

year after the date of original conveyance of title or after initial occupancy of the dwelling, 

whichever occurs first. Defects with respect to appliances or equipment that are covered by a 

manufacturer warranty are not within the scope of the required builder’s warranty. A builder 

warranty need not provide coverage for any of the following:

 Normal wear and tear of the newly constructed home.

 Normal house settling within generally acceptable trade practices.

 Any object or part of the newly constructed home that contains a defect that is caused by 

any work performed or material supplied incident to construction, modification, or repair 

performed by the purchaser, or anyone acting on his or her behalf, other than the builder.

 Any loss or damage to the newly constructed home, whether caused by a purchaser, third 

party, or act of God.

A builder is required to remedy, at the builder’s expense, the construction defects covered under 

the builder’s warranty, including restoring any work damaged in fulfilling the warranty. The bill 

authorizes a builder to purchase a home warranty from a home warranty association to cover the 

defects that are required to be covered under the builder’s warranty. A builder must comply with 

the builder’s warranty for the full one year term even if the newly constructed home is sold or 

transferred.

The bill provides that the terms and conditions of a builder’s express written warranty that a 

builder provides to an owner of a newly constructed home may supersede any provisions created 

under the bill in s. 553.837, F.S., if certain criteria are met, such as that the scope, coverage, and 

duration of the express written warranty are the same or greater than that required by the bill.

Finally, the bill provides that enforcement of the bill’s provisions is limited to a private civil 

cause of action by a purchaser against a builder who fails to comply with the required builder’s 

warranty. The provisions of the bill may not be construed to extend the statute of repose beyond 

that provided by law.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 104-7
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CS/CS/HB 885 — Coverage for Biomarker Testing
by Health & Human Services Committee, Select Committee on Health Innovation; Rep. 

Gonzalez Pittman and others (CS/CS/SB 964 by Appropriations Committee on Health and 

Human Services; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Calatayud)

The bill requires the Florida Medicaid program and the Division of State Group Insurance 

program to provide coverage for biomarker testing for the diagnosis, treatment, management, 

and ongoing monitoring of disease or condition of an enrollee or insured, respectively, to guide 

treatment decisions when such testing provides clinical utility as demonstrated by medical and 

scientific evidence. The biomarker testing services may not be construed to require coverage of 

biomarker testing for screening purposes. The Florida Medicaid program and the Division of 

State Group Insurance program are required to outline a process for insureds and providers to 

access a process to request an authorization for biomarker testing.

A biomarker is a biological molecule found in blood, other body fluids, or tissues that is a sign of

a normal or abnormal process, or of a condition or disease. A biomarker may be used to see how 

well the body responds to a treatment for a disease or condition. Biomarker testing is a method to

look for genes, proteins, and other substances (biomarkers or tumor markers) that can provide 

information about cancer and other conditions.

The provision relating to mandated coverage of biomarker testing for Medicaid managed care 

plans takes effect October 1, 2024. The bill directs the Agency for Health Care Administration 

(AHCA) to include the rate impact relating to mandated coverage of biomarker testing for 

managed care plans in the applicable Medicaid managed medical assistance program and the 

long-term managed care program rates. The provision mandating coverage of biomarker testing 

relating to optional Medicaid services, authorizes the AHCA to seek federal approval necessary 

to implement the mandated coverage requirement. The mandated coverage requirement for the 

Division of State Group program applies to state group health insurance policies issued on or 

after January 1, 2025.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except as otherwise expressly provided.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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CS/CS/CS/SB 892 — Dental Insurance Claims
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment, and 

General Government; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Harrell

The bill revises provisions within the Florida Insurance Code relating to covered dental services, 

contractual agreements, and dental claims payments by a health insurer, prepaid limited health 

service organization (PLHSO), or a health maintenance organization (HMO). The Office of 

Insurance Regulation is responsible for regulating these entities. The bill:

 Prohibits a contract between a dentist and the health insurer, HMO, or PLHSO from 

limiting the method of claim payments for dental services to credit card payments only;

 Requires the health insurer, PLHSO, or HMO to notify the dentist of any fees associated 

with an electronic funds transfer (EFT) and alternative payment methods before the 

insurer, HMO or PLHSO pays a dentist via EFT;

 Requires the health insurer, PLHSO, or HMO to obtain the dentist’s consent via an email 

bearing the signature of the dentist or checking a box indicating consent prior to 

employing the claim payment through EFT;

 Prohibits the health insurer, HMO or PLHSO that pays a claim to a dentist through an 

automatic clearing house (ACH) from charging a fee solely to transmit the payment 

unless the dentist has consented to the fee;

 Prohibits the health insurer, HMO, or PLHSO from denying the payment of a claim if the

procedure was previously authorized by an insurer, HMO, or PLHSO prior to the dentist 

rendering the service except under the following circumstances: 

o Benefit limitations were reached subsequent to the issuance of the prior authorization.

o Inadequate documentation was submitted by the dentist to support the originally 

authorized procedures and claim.

o Subsequent to the issuance of the prior authorization, new procedures are provided to 

the insured or the insured’s condition changes, resulting in the prior authorized 

procedure not being medically necessary.

o Subsequent to the issuance of the prior authorization, new procedures are provided to 

the patient or the insured’s condition changes in the patient’s condition occurs such 

that the prior authorized procedure would at that time have required disapproval 

pursuant to the terms and conditions for coverage under the patient’s plan in effect at 

the time the prior authorization was issued.

o The claim was denied because:

 Another payor is responsible for payment.

 The dentist has already been paid.

 The claim was submitted fraudulently or the prior authorization was based on 

erroneous information submitted to the insurer, HMO, or PLHSO.

 The person receiving the procedure was not eligible to receive the procedure on the 

date of service.

 The services were provided during the grace period established under s. 627.608, 

F.S., or applicable federal regulations, and the dental insurer, HMO, or PLHSO 
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notified the provider that the patient was in a grace period when the provider 

requested eligibility or enrollment verification from the dental insurer, HMO, or 

PLHSO, if such request was made.

The provisions of the bill apply to all policies and contracts issued or renewed on or after 

January 1, 2025. The Office of Insurance Regulation has all rights and powers to enforce the 

provisions of the bill pursuant to s. 624.307, F.S.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/SB 902 — Motor Vehicle Retail Financial Agreements
by Commerce and Tourism Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Boyd

Vehicle Value Protection Agreements

The bill creates the “Florida Vehicle Value Protection Agreements Act” (the “Florida Act”), 

which includes:

 Definitions of the terms: administrator, commercial transaction, consumer, contract 

holder, finance agreement, free look period, motor vehicle, provider, and vehicle value 

protection agreement. A “vehicle value protection agreement” (VVPA) is a contractual 

agreement that provides a benefit toward either the reduction of some or all of the 

contract holder’s current finance agreement deficiency balance, or the purchase or lease 

of a replacement motor vehicle upon the occurrence of an adverse event to the vehicle. 

The term does not include guaranteed asset protection products, and the product is not 

insurance.

 Requirements for offering VVPAs, including provisions regarding restricting the type of 

charges, prohibiting certain conditional sales, utilizing an administrator, providing a copy

of the agreement, prohibiting sales with duplicative coverage, and providing for financial 

security requirements;

 The nature, extent, and type of disclosures required in VVPAs; 

 Penalties for violating the Florida Act, which include noncriminal violations punishable 

by a fine per violation or in the aggregate for all “violations of a similar nature,” which is 

defined in the bill; and

 Exemption of VVPAs offered in connection with a commercial transaction from the 

disclosure and penalty provisions of the Florida Act.

Excess Wear and Use Waivers

The bill authorizes a retail lessee to contract with a retail lessor for an “excess wear and use 

waiver,” which is an agreement wherein the lessor agrees to cancel all or part of amounts that 

may become due under the lease because of excessive wear and use of a motor vehicle. The bill 

prohibits the terms of the related motor vehicle lease from being conditioned upon the 

consumer’s payment for any excess wear and use wavier, except such waiver may be discounted 

or given at no charge for the purchase of other noncredit-related goods or services. A lease 

agreement that includes an excess wear and use waiver must contain certain disclosures. An 

excess wear and use waiver is not insurance for purposes of the Florida Insurance Code.

Guaranteed Asset Protection Products

The bill amends the definition of “guaranteed asset protection product” (“GAP product,”) which 

is an agreement by which a creditor agrees to waive a customer’s liability for any debt that 

exceed the value of the collateral, to specify that a GAP product:

 May be with or without a separate charge;
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 May cancel, rather than just waive, the customer’s liability;

 Applies when a motor vehicle incurs total physical damage or is subject to an 

unrecovered theft; and

 May provide a benefit that waives a portion of, or provides a customer with a credit 

toward, the purchase of a replacement vehicle.

The bill also amends the provisions regarding GAP products to:

 Provide for the refund of all unearned portions of the purchase price of a contract for a 

GAP product if the contract is terminated, unless the contract provides otherwise;

 Prohibit an entity from deducting more than $75 in administrative fees from a refund;

 Provide that a GAP product may be cancelable or noncancelable after a “free-look 

period” defined in the bill; and

 Provide that if a termination of a GAP product occurs for a specified reason, the entity 

may pay any refund directly to the holder or administrator, and deduct the refund amount 

from the amount owed under the retail installment contract except if such contract has 

been paid in full.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/HB 939 — Consumer Protection
by Commerce Committee; Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; Rep. Griffitts and others 

(CS/CS/CS/SB 1066 by Rules Committee; Judiciary Committee; Banking and Insurance 

Committee; and Senator Burton)

The bill amends various statutes in the area of consumer protection.

The bill requires third party settlement organizations that conduct transactions involving a payee 

in Florida to create a mechanism for the sender of the payment to identify whether a transaction 

is for goods and services or personal transactions. The sender of the payment is responsible for 

indicating the appropriate transaction type. All third party settlement organizations must 

maintain records that clearly identify whether a transaction, as designated by the sender of the 

payment, is a transaction for goods and services or is personal. Section 6050W of the Internal 

Revenue Code defines “third party settlement organization” as the “central organization which 

has the contractual obligation to make payment to participating payees of third party network 

transactions.”

The bill creates a right for a residential property owner to cancel a contract to replace or repair a 

roof without penalty or obligation within 10 days following the execution of the contract or the 

official start date, whichever comes first, if the contract was entered into based on events that are

the subject of a declaration of a state of emergency by the Governor. The residential property 

owner must send the notice of cancellation to the contractor by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, or by another form of mailing that provides proof thereof, to the address specified in 

the contract. A contractor that executes a contract during a state of emergency to replace or 

repair a roof must include in the contract specified language providing notice of the right of 

cancellation in bold type of not less than 18 points immediately before the space reserved for the 

signature of the residential property owner.

For purposes of the Florida Commercial Financing Disclosure Law, the bill expands the 

definition of “depository institution” to include institutions chartered by another state, territory, 

or the federal government authorized to do business in Florida and whose deposits or share 

accounts are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union 

Share Insurance Fund. The Florida Commercial Financing Disclosure Law requires “providers” 

to make certain disclosures of the terms of a commercial financing transaction. The definition of 

“provider” includes a person who enters into a written agreement with a “depository institution” 

to arrange a commercial financing transaction. Expanding the definition of “depository 

institution” expands the applicability of the disclosure requirements.

For purposes of an insurer reporting property insurance data to the Office of Insurance 

Regulation, the bill provides that any certified public accountant who prepares the mandatory 

annual audit for an insurer must be licensed in Florida and have completed at least 4 hours of 

insurance-related continuing education within each 2-year continuing education cycle. This 

requirement becomes effective once the courses have been created.



2024 Summary of Legislation Passed Committee on Banking and Insurance

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/CS/HB 939 Page 2

The bill provides that each public adjuster contract relating to a property and casualty claim must

contain the license number of the public adjusting firm.

Regarding notices of change in insurance policy terms sent to a policy holder by an insurer, the 

bill requires, beginning January 1, 2025, the “Notice of Change in Policy Terms” to be in bold 

type of not less than 14 points and included as a single page or consecutive pages, as necessary, 

within the written notice.

Regarding short-term health insurance, the bill provides that the required disclosures in contracts 

for short-term health insurance must be in writing and signed by the purchaser at the time of 

purchase. The bill requires additional disclosures regarding duration of the contract, including 

any waiting period; any essential health benefit that the contract does not provide; the content of 

coverage; and any exclusion of preexisting conditions. The disclosures must be printed in at least

12-point type and in a color that is readable. A copy of the signed disclosures must be maintained

by the issuer for a period of five years after the date of purchase. Disclosures provided by 

electronic means must include the content required by this provision.

Regarding notices of property insurance claims, the bill provides that a notice of claim from a 

condominium unit owner resulting from a loss assessment for loss assessment coverage may not 

occur later than three years after the date of loss and must be made by the later of one year after 

the date of loss or 90 days after the date on which the condominium association votes to levy the 

assessment. For purposes of this provision, the date of loss is the date of the covered loss event 

that created the need for an assessment.

The bill adopts the 2018 edition of the National Fire Protection Association Code for Fireworks 

Display.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 111-0
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CS/CS/SB 988 — Public Records/My Safe Florida Home Program
by Rules Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Martin

The bill provides that certain information within applications and home inspection reports 

submitted by applicants as part of the My Safe Florida Home Program to the Department of 

Financial Services is exempt from s. 119.07(1), F.S., and s. 24(a), Art. I, State Constitution. The 

information made exempt by the bill is:

 The components of the applicant's mailing address other than the city, zip code, and the 

addressee's name;

 Any phone number or email address provided by the applicant; and

 Detailed descriptions and pictures of the inside and outside of applicants’ homes.

The bill applies the exemption retroactively to applications and home inspection reports 

submitted before, on, or after the effective date of the exemption.

The bill provides a statement of public necessity as required by the State Constitution. The 

exemption is necessitated because it is believed that public availability of this information puts 

participants in the MSFH Program at increased risk of home invasions and reduces privacy in 

their homes. Such risk may be significantly limited by making such information exempt.

The bill is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and will be repealed on 

October 2, 2029, unless the statute is reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature before that date.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 35-1; House 115-0
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CS/CS/CS/HB 989 — Chief Financial Officer
by Commerce Committee; State Administration & Technology Appropriations Subcommittee; 

Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. LaMarca (CS/CS/CS/SB 1098 by Fiscal Policy 

Committee; Appropriations Committee on Agriculture, Environment, and General Government; 

Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator DiCeglie)

The bill revises provisions of multiple programs within the Department of Financial Services 

(DFS).

Federal Tax Liaison – The bill establishes the position of Federal Tax Liaison (Liaison) within 

the DFS. The Liaison, to be appointed by the Chief Financial Officer (CFO), reports directly to 

the CFO but is not otherwise under the authority of the DFS or of any employee of the DFS. In 

order to assist Florida’s taxpayers, the tax liaison may assist taxpayers by answering taxpayer 

questions; direct taxpayers to the proper departments or offices within the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) to hasten resolution of taxpayer issues; prepare recommendations for the IRS of 

any actions that will help resolve problems encountered by taxpayers; provide information about 

the policies, practices, and procedures that the IRS uses to ensure compliance with the tax laws; 

and with the consent of the taxpayer, request records from the IRS to assist the liaison in 

responding to taxpayer inquiries.

Division of Criminal Investigations – The bill renames the Division of Investigative and Forensic

Services (DIFS) to the Division of Criminal Investigations (DCI) and deletes provisions relating 

to the duties of the DIFS and the bureaus and offices in the DIFS. The DCI is designated as a 

criminal justice agency with the authority to initiate and conduct investigations into matters 

falling under the jurisdiction of the CFO and the State Fire Marshal. The bill abolishes the 

Division of Public Assistance Fraud (DPAF). The programs and responsibilities within the 

DPAF will be moved under the DCI.

Firefighter Cancer Benefits – The bill clarifies that the benefit package that a firefighter 

diagnosed with cancer meeting certain criteria may elect, as an alternative to workers' 

compensation, includes “leave time and job retention benefits equivalent to those provided for 

other injuries or illnesses incurred in the line of duty.”

Special Risk – For purposes of special risk employee classification, the bill replaces references to

employees of the Division of State Fire Marshal with employees of the DFS.

Risk Management – The bill repeals a requirement that the Division of Risk Management to 

prepare quarterly reports of the total amount of salary indemnification benefits paid and the total 

amount of reimbursements from each agency to the State Risk Management Trust Fund for 

initial costs each quarter.

Qualified Public Depositories – Regarding qualified public depositories, the bill authorizes the 

CFO to designate a credit union as a qualified public depository if specified criteria are met, 
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including, complying with requirements that are similar to the requirements that must be 

complied with by banks, savings banks, and savings associations. All of the relevant regulatory 

provisions for qualified public depositories apply to any such designated credit union. The total 

combined amount of public deposits that may be held by all credit unions is limited to:

 A total combined amount of not more than seven percent of the total funds held in the 

state treasury.

 A total combined amount of not more than seven percent of all public deposits of any 

state university or any state college.

A credit union may not hold public deposits of more than ten percent of its total institution’s 

assets.

Workers Compensation – The bill provides for reimbursement for emergency services and care 

provided when a maximum reimbursement allowance is not available. In such a case, the 

maximum allowance must be at 250 percent of the Medicare rate, unless there is a contract, in 

which case the contract governs reimbursement. The bill requires the DFS to engage an actuarial 

services firm to begin development of maximum reimbursement provisions contained within this

section. This provision expires June 30, 2026.

Purchasing by Guaranty Associations – The bill requires purchases and contracts of $100,000 or 

more entered into by the Florida Self-Insurers Guaranty Association, the Florida Medical 

Malpractice Joint Underwriting Association, the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association, the 

Florida Life and Health Guaranty Association, the Florida Health Maintenance Organization 

Consumer Assistance Plan, and the Florida Workers’ Compensation Guaranty Association, 

entered into after July 1, 2024, must first be approved by the DFS and that all such contracts 

must be competitively procured and be awarded to the most responsible and responsive vendor.

Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services – Relating to the Board of Funeral, 

Cemetery, and Consumer Services (Board), the bill provides that:

 The CFO is to appoint Board members, rather than the Governor, and such appointments 

are subject to Senate confirmation;

 One of the funeral director members of the Board no longer must own or operate an 

approved incinerator facility;

 Board members may be reappointed but may not serve for more than eight consecutive 

years;

 Specifies the State Health Officer shall serve so long as that person holds office; 

however, the designee of the State Health Officer shall serve at the pleasure of the CFO;

 Provides the CFO may remove any board member for malfeasance or misfeasance, 

neglect of duty, incompetence, substantial inability to perform official duties, 

commission of a crime, or other substantial cause as determined by the CFO to evidence 

a lack of fitness to sit on the Board. Any vacancy created by a board member’s 

resignation shall be filled by the CFO;

 Members of the Board are subject to the code of ethics under ch. 112, part III, F.S.;
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 A Board member may not vote on any measure that would inure to his or her special 

private gain or loss;

 A Board member may not knowingly accept any gift or expenditure from a person or 

entity, or an employee or representative of such person or entity, which has a contractual 

relationship with the DFS or Board, which is under consideration for a contract, or is 

licensed by the DFS;

 Board members who fail to comply with the code of ethics are subject to penalties 

provided under ss. 112.317 and. 112.3173, F.S.

 All meetings of the Board are subject to the open meeting requirements of s. 286.011, 

F.S., and all books and records of the Board are open to the public for reasonable 

inspection except as otherwise provided by law; and

 Except for emergency meetings, the DFS must give notice of any Board meeting by 

publication on the DFS website at least seven days before the meeting. The DFS must 

publish its agenda at least seven days before the meeting. The agenda must contain the 

items to be considered in order of presentation. After the agenda has been made available,

a change may be made only for good cause.

The bill revises disciplinary procedures and penalties under the Board to provide that if service 

of an administrative complaint or citation on a licensee by certified mail cannot be obtained at 

the last address provided to the DFS by the licensee, then service may be made by e-mail, 

delivery receipt required, sent to the most recent e-mail address provided to the DFS by the 

licensee in accordance with section 497.146, Florida Statutes. The bill provides for public 

disclosure of an investigative file if the department issues an emergency order.

Human Remains – Relating to storage, preservation, and transportation of human remains, the 

bill provides:

 In the event of an emergency situation, including abandonment of any establishments or 

facilities licensed under ch. 497, F.S., or any medical examiner’s facility, morgue or 

cemetery holding facility, the DFS may enter and secure such establishment, facility, or 

morgue during or outside normal business hours;

 The DFS may remove human remains and cremated remains from the establishment, 

facility, or morgue;

 The DFS is authorized to determine if a facility is abandoned and if there is an emergency

situation;

 A licensee or licensed facility that accepts transfer of human remains and cremated 

remains from the DFS pursuant to an emergency situation or determination of 

abandonment, will not be held liable for their condition at the time of transfer; and

 That it is a third-degree felony to hold a dead human body over 24 hours without 

refrigeration or otherwise preserving the body until final disposition, or to fail to cover 

human remains that are being transported or stored and treat the remains with dignity and

respect.

Pre-Need Contracts – Relating to fulfillment of pre-need contracts, the bill provides:
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Upon delivery of merchandise or performance of services in fulfillment of a preneed contract, 

either in part of in whole, a preneed licensee may withdraw the amount deposited in trust plus 

income earned on such amount for the merchandise delivered or services performed, when 

adequate documentation is submitted to the trustee;

 That certain documentation is proof that a preneed funeral contract has been fulfilled; and

 A preneed licensee shall maintain documentation that supports fulfillment of a particular 

contract until such time as the records are examined by the DFS.

Division of Consumer Services – The bill requires eligible surplus lines insurers to respond, in 

writing or electronically, to the Division of Consumer Services within the DFS within 14 days 

after receipt of a written request from the Division for documents and information concerning a 

consumer complaint. This section of the bill also requires authorized insurers and eligible surplus

lines insurers to file e-mail addresses with the DFS to which requests for response to consumer 

complaints may be directed. The insurer must designate a contact person for escalated complaint 

issues and must provide the name, e-mail address, and telephone number of the contact person.

Licensure Requirements – The bill requires the DFS to make provisions for applicants to submit 

cellular telephone numbers as part of the application process on a voluntary basis for purposes of

two-factor authentication of login credentials only. A separate bill, SB 1078 (2024), proposes to 

exempt these phone numbers from public records requirements.

The bill adds “Registered Claims Adjuster (RCA) from American Insurance College” to the list 

of individuals exempted from the examination requirement to become an agent or public 

adjuster.

The bill allows the DFS to disclose confidential investigative information to the subject of an 

investigation, or the subject’s representative, in order to review the details of the investigation.

The bill adds the designation of “Chartered Customer Service Representative (CCSR) from 

American Insurance College” to the list of criteria for applicants to qualify as a customer 

representative.

The bill requires a licensed public adjuster to identify themselves in any advertisements, 

solicitations or written documents based on the adjuster appointment type held. The bill also 

provides that an adjuster who has had his or her license revoked or suspended may not 

participate in any part of an insurance claim or in the insurance claim adjusting process. A 

person who provides these services while the person’s license is revoked or suspended acts as an 

unlicensed adjuster.

The bill provides that a general lines agent, while licensed as a surplus lines agent, may appoint 

licenses with a single surplus license agent appointment pursuant to s. 624.501, F.S.. Such an 

appointed agent may only originate surplus lines business and accept surplus lines business from 

other originating Florida-licensed general lines agents appointed and licensed as to the kinds of 
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insurance involved and may compensate such agent. Such agent may not be appointed by or 

transact general lines insurance on behalf of an admitted insurer.

State Fire Marshal – Regarding the State Fire Marshal, the bill:

 Adopts the National Fire Protection Association, Inc., Standard 1126, 2021 Edition, 

Standard for the Use of Pyrotechnics before a Proximate Audience;

 Amends s. 633.202, F.S., relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code to provide that the 

State Fire Marshal may not adopt an accessibility code, since accessibility is provided for

under the Florida Building Code Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility 

code; and

 Amends s. 633.206, F.S., to require the DFS to establish uniform fire safety standards for 

mobile food dispensing vehicles and energy storage systems.

Motor Vehicle Service Agreements – Regarding motor vehicle service agreement companies, the 

bill:

 Amends s. 634.041, F.S., to allow motor vehicle service agreement companies to utilize 

multiple contractual liability insurance policies when backing their financial obligations; 

and

 Amends s. 634.081, F.S., to allow motor vehicle service agreement companies to utilize 

multiple contractual liability insurance policies when backing their financial obligations.

Home Warranty Associations – Regarding home warranty associations (associations), the bill 

amends section 634.3077, Florida Statutes, to provide that an association is not required to 

establish an unearned premium reserve or maintain contractual liability insurance and may allow 

its premiums to exceed the ratio to net assets limitation if the association complies with the 

following:

 The association or, if the association is a direct or indirect wholly owned subsidiary of a 

parent corporation, its parent corporation has, and maintains at all times, a minimum net 

worth of at least $100 million and provides the OIR with the following: 

o A copy of the association’s annual audited financial statements or the audited 

consolidated financial statements of the association’s parent corporation, prepared by 

an independent certified public accountant in accordance with generally accepted 

accounting principles, that clearly demonstrate the net worth of the association or its 

parent corporation to be $100 million, and a quarterly written certification to the OIR 

that the association or its parent corporation continues to maintain the net worth 

required under this paragraph; and

o The association’s or its parent corporation’s Form 10-K, Form 10-Q, or Form 20-F as 

filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, or such other 

documents required to be filed with a recognized stock exchange, which shall be 

provided on a quarterly and annual basis within 10 days after the last date each such 

report must be filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, the National 

Association of Security Dealers Automated Quotation system, or other recognized 

stock exchange.
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 If the net worth of a parent corporation is used in lieu of the establishment of an unearned

premium reserve or the maintenance of contractual liability insurance to satisfy the net 

worth requirements, the following must be met: 

o The parent corporation must guarantee all service warranty obligations of the 

association, wherever written, on a form approved in advance by the OIR;

o A cancellation, termination, or modification of the guarantee does not become 

effective unless the parent corporation provides the OIR written notice at least 90 days

before the effective date of the cancellation, termination, or modification and the OIR 

approves the request in writing;

o Before the effective date of the cancellation, termination, or modification of the 

guarantee, the association must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the OIR compliance 

with all applicable provisions of this part, including whether the association will meet 

the requirements of this section by the purchase of contractual liability insurance, 

establishing required reserves, or other method allowed under this section;

o If the association or parent corporation does not demonstrate to the satisfaction of the 

OIR compliance with all applicable provisions of this part, the association or parent 

association shall immediately cease writing new and renewal business upon the 

effective date of the cancellation, termination, or modification; and

o The association must maintain at all times net assets of at least $750,000.

The bill exempts a municipality, a county government, a special district, an entity operated by a 

municipality or county government, or an employee or agent of a municipality, county 

government, special district, or entity operated by a municipality or county government from 

home warranty association licensing and appointment requirements.

Bail Bonds – Regarding the regulation of bail bonds, the bill:

Defines “referring bail bond agent” to mean the limited surety agent who is appointed with the 

surety company issuing the transfer bond that is to be posted in a county where the referring 

limited surety agent is not registered. The referring bail bond agent is the appointed agent held 

liable for the transfer bond, along with the issuing surety company; and

 Defines “transfer bond” to mean the appearance bond and power of attorney form posted 

by a limited surety agent who is registered in the county where the defendant is being 

held in custody.

 Provides that the papers, documents, reports, or any other records of an investigation 

(related to bail bond regulation) by the DFS that are made confidential and exempt from 

the public records law until such investigation is completed or ceases to be active, are not

confidential and exempt once the DFS or the OIR files a formal administrative complaint,

emergency order, or consent order against the individual or entity.

 Provides that the confidential and exempt investigative records may be disclosed to the 

subject of the investigation, or the subject’s representative, in order to review the details 

of the investigation.

 Provides that bail bond agents are not required to be employed with a bail bond agency.
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 Removes the requirement of the submission of a full face photograph with a limited 

surety’s or bail bond agent’s application for license.

Financial Institution Unsafe and Unsound Practices –Regarding financial institutions, the bill:

 Clarifies the definition of “unsafe and unsound practices” in the financial institutions 

codes, to include the suspension or termination of a customer’s or member’s services on a

specified basis, such as political opinions, religious beliefs, or non-quantitative standard.

 Provides the process that must be complied with following a complaint for unsafe and 

unsound practices being submitted by a customer or member of a financial institution, 

including: 

o Requiring the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) to notify a financial institution 

that a complaint has been made;

o Requiring such financial institution, unless precluded by law, to file a complaint 

response report with the OFR within 90 calendar days of receiving notice from the 

OFR;

o Requiring an investigation to begin within 90 days of receiving notice; and

o Requiring that OFR must provide an investigation report, unless precluded by law, to 

the complaining party and the financial institution and, if there is a violation, to the 

DFS and the proper enforcing authority under the Florida Unfair and Deceptive Trade 

Practices Act.

 If the complaint response report indicates that the financial institution took action due to 

suspicious activity, the initial investigation by the OFR must be handled in accordance 

with s. 655.50, F.S. If the OFR determines that the financial institution’s action was taken

without any basis under s. 655.50, F.S., the OFR must continue to investigate and 

determine whether the financial institution engaged in unsafe and unsound practices in 

violation of s. 655.0323(2), F.S. The Financial Services Commission is authorized to 

adopt rules to administer the provisions.

Unclaimed Property – The bill substantially revises the Florida Disposition of Unclaimed 

Property Act (Act). The bill:

 Provides or revises definitions for the following terms: “audit;” “audit agent;” “banking 

organization;” “business association;” “claimant’s representative;” “domicile;” “due 

diligence;” “electronic;” “financial organization;” “holder;” “intangible property,” to 

include virtual currency; “owner;” “person;” “record;” “unclaimed property purchase 

agreement;” “unclaimed property recovery agreement;” and “virtual currency.” The bill 

repeals the definition of “ultimate equitable owner.”

 Provides that a presumption that property is unclaimed is rebutted by an apparent owner’s

expression of interest in the property. The bill specifies actions that constitute an owner’s 

expression of interest in property, including any action by the apparent owner which 

reasonably demonstrates to the holder that the apparent owner knows that the property 

exists.

 Provides that any virtual currency held or owing by a banking organization, corporation, 

custodian, exchange, or other entity engaged in virtual currency business activity is 

presumed unclaimed unless the owner, within five years, has communicated in writing 
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with the banking organization, corporation, custodian, exchange, or other entity engaged 

in virtual currency business activity concerning the virtual currency or otherwise 

indicated an interest as evidenced by a memorandum or other record on file with the 

banking organization, corporation, custodian, exchange, or other entity engaged in virtual

currency business activity; and

 Provides that a holder may not deduct from the amount of any virtual currency held 

subject to the Act any charges imposed by reason of the failure to present the instrument 

for encashment unless there is a valid and enforceable written contract between the 

holder and the owner of the instrument pursuant to which the holder may impose those 

charges and does not regularly reverse or otherwise cancel those charges with respect to 

the instrument.

 Provides that stock or other equity interest in a business association is presumed 

unclaimed on the date of the earliest of the following: 

o Three years after the most recent of any owner-generated activity or communication 

related to the account, as recorded and maintained in the holder’s database and records

systems sufficient enough to demonstrate the owner’s continued awareness or interest 

in the property;

o Three years after the date of the death of the owner, as proven by certain evidence; or

o One year after the date on which the holder receives notice of the owner’s death, if the

notice is received two years or less after the owner’s death and the holder lacked 

knowledge of the owner’s death during that period of two years or less.

 Provides that intangible property held in a fiduciary capacity for the benefit of another 

person is presumed unclaimed unless the owner has within five years after it has become 

payable or distributable increased or decreased the principal, accepted payment of 

principal or income, communicated, in writing, concerning the property, or otherwise 

indicated an interest as evidenced by a memorandum or other record on file with the 

fiduciary; provides that the provisions in that section do not relieve a fiduciary of its 

duties under the Florida Trust Code.

 Effective January 1, 2025, requires holders to report owner or account information for 

unclaimed property valued at $10 or more to the DFS, rather than the current threshold of

$50, and that such reporting be made electronically.

 Provides that the required written notice to the apparent owner of unclaimed property 

must identify the property and any fixed value of the property, that the property will be 

turned over to the DFS if no response is received within 30 days of the notice, that such 

property (if not United States legal tender) may be sold or liquidated by the DFS, and 

what the apparent owner must do to obtain the property from the holder or, once the 

property is turned over to the DFS, from the DFS.

 Provides that virtual currency reported on the annual report must be remitted to the DFS 

with the report. The holder must liquidate the virtual currency within 30 days before the 

filing of the report and remit the proceeds to the DFS. Upon delivery of the proceeds, the 

holder is relieved of all liability for any losses or damages resulting by the delivery of the

virtual currency proceeds.

 Provides a holder may not assign or otherwise transfer its obligation to report, pay, or 

deliver property or to comply with the provisions of this chapter, other than to a parent, 
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subsidiary, or affiliate of the holder. Unless otherwise agreed to by the parties to a 

transaction, the holder’s successor by merger or consolidation, or any person or entity 

that acquires all or substantially all of the holder’s capital stock or assets, is responsible 

for fulfilling the holder’s obligations under the chapter. A holder is not prohibited from 

contracting with a third party for the reporting of unclaimed property, but the holder 

remains responsible for the complete, accurate, and timely reporting of the property.

 Provides that a holder’s substantial compliance with the written notice requirements of 

s. 717.117(6), F.S., and good faith payment or delivery of property terminates any legal 

relationship between the holder and the owner and releases the holder from liability that 

may arise from such payment or delivery, and such delivery and payment may be pled as 

a defense in any suit or action brought by reason of such delivery or payment. This 

provision does not relieve a fiduciary of duties under the Florida Trust Code or Florida 

Probate Code. If the holder delivers property to the DFS in good faith and thereafter any 

other person or state claims the property, the DFS must defend the holder against the 

claim and indemnify the holder against any liability on the claim, except that a holder 

may not be indemnified against penalties imposed by another state. The bill provides a 

payment or delivery of property is made in good faith if: 

o The payment or delivery was made in conjunction with an accurate and acceptable 

report;

o The payment or delivery was made in a reasonable attempt to comply with the chapter 

and other applicable Florida law;

o The holder had a reasonable basis for believing, based on the facts then known, that 

the property was unclaimed and subject to this chapter; and

o There is no showing that the records pursuant to which the delivery was made did not 

meet reasonable commercial standards of practice in the industry.

 If it appears to the DFS that, because of mistake of fact or error, a person has delivered to

the DFS any property not required to be so delivered, the DFS may, within five years 

after such erroneous payment or delivery, refund or redeliver such money or other 

property to the person, provided that such money or property has not been paid or 

delivered to a claimant or otherwise disposed of in accordance with the chapter.

 Includes devisee, heir, personal representative, or other interested person of an estate 

among those persons who must file a claim with the DFS for any interest in unclaimed 

property.

 Increases the threshold for small estate accounts to be accompanied with a signed 

affidavit from $10,000 to $20,000.

 Provides that the ten-year period of limitation on the DFS to enforce the provisions of the

chapter is tolled by the earlier of the DFS’s or audit agent’s delivery of a notice that a 

holder is subject to an audit or examination or the holder’s written election to enter into 

an unclaimed property voluntary disclosure agreement.

 Revises the enforcement powers of the DFS to include the authority to:

o Investigate, examine, inspect, request, or otherwise gather information or evidence on 

claim documents from a claimant or a claimant’s representative during its review of a 

claim;
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o Audit the records of a person or the records in the possession of an agent, 

representative, subsidiary, or affiliate of the person subject to the chapter to determine 

whether the person complied with the chapter. Such records may include information 

to verify the completeness or accuracy of the records provided, even if such records 

may not identify property reportable to the DFS;

o Take testimony of a person, including the person’s employee, agent, representative, 

subsidiary, or affiliate, to determine whether the person complied with the chapter;

o Issue an administrative subpoena to require that certain records be made available for 

examination or audit and that certain testimony be provided;

o Bring an action in a court of competent jurisdiction seeking enforcement of an 

administrative subpoena issued under the enforcement authority of the DFS; and

o Bring an administrative action or an action in a court of competent jurisdiction to 

enforce the Act.

o If a person is subject to reporting property under the Act, the DFS may require the 

person to file a verified report that: 

 States whether the person is holding property reportable under the Act;

 Describes the property not previously reported, the property about which the DFS 

has inquired, or the property that is in dispute as to whether it is reportable under; 

and

 States the amount or value of the property.

o The DFS may authorize a compliance review of a report for a specified reporting year 

that is limited to the contents of the report filed and all supporting documents. If the 

review results in a finding of a deficiency in unclaimed property due and payable, the 

DFS must notify the holder in writing of the amount of deficiency within one year 

after the authorization of the compliance review. If the holder fails to pay the 

deficiency within 90 days, the DFS may seek to enforce the assessment under 

subsection (1). The DFS is not required to conduct a review under this section before 

initiating an audit.

 Clarifies in a contract providing for the location or collection of unclaimed property, 

the DFS may authorize the contractor to deduct its fees and expenses for services 

provided under the contract from the unclaimed property that the contractor has 

recovered or collected under the contract. The DFS must annually report to the CFO the 

total amount collected or recovered by each contractor during the previous fiscal year and

the total fees and expenses deducted by each contractor.

 Provides if any material obtained during an investigation or examination contains a 

holder’s financial or proprietary information, such information may not be disclosed or 

made public after the investigation or audit is completed, except as required by a court of 

competent jurisdiction in the course of a judicial proceeding in which the state is a party, 

or pursuant to an agreement with another state allowing joint audits. Any such material 

may be considered a trade secret and exempt from the public records law.

 Provides the fee for the costs of the investigation or audit shall be remitted to the DFS 

within 30 days after the date of notification the fee is due and owing and allows the DFS 

to charge interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum.
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 Increases the duration holders must retain records of unclaimed property from five to 

10 years.

 Removes the requirement that a person must be registered with the DFS in order to 

purchase unclaimed property.

 Provide the penalties only apply to willful violations the Act.

 Removes the threshold of $2,000 or less for agreements that may be signed 

electronically, allowing all such agreements to be signed electronically.

 Provides that the recovery agreements provisions do not apply to the sale and purchase of

Florida-held unclaimed property accounts through a bankruptcy estate representative or 

other person or entity authorized pursuant to Title 11 of the United States Code or an 

order of a bankruptcy court to act on behalf of or for the benefit of the debtor, its 

creditors, and its bankruptcy estate.

Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association – Regarding the Florida 

Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association (NICA), the bill:

 Revises the definition of “Family residential or custodial care” to remove an exclusion 

that the award of family residential or custodial care is not to be included in current 

estimates for purposes of assessments;

 Removes the exclusion of 20 percent of the asset value from the calculation of assets and 

liabilities to provide that if the total of all current estimates equals or exceeds 100 percent

(presently, it is 80 percent) of the funds on hand and the funds that will become available 

within the next 12 months, the association may not accept any new claims without 

express authority from the Legislature; and

 Requires NICA, in consultation with the Office of Insurance Regulation and the Agency 

for Health Care Administration, to provide a report to the Governor, the Chief Financial 

Officer, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by 

September 1, 2024. The report must include recommendations for: 

o Defining actuarial soundness for the association, including options for phase-in, if 

appropriate;

o Timing of reporting actuarial soundness and to whom it should be reported; and

o Ensuring a revenue level to maintain actuarial soundness, including options for phase-

in, if appropriate.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 35-3; House 92-9
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CS/CS/CS/HB 1029 — My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program
by Commerce Committee; State Administration & Technology Appropriations Subcommittee; 

Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; and Reps. Lopez, V., Hunschofsky, and others (CS/CS/SB 

1366 by Appropriations Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senators DiCeglie 

and Pizzo)

The bill creates the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program (Program) within the 

Department of Financial Services (DFS), to provide hurricane mitigation inspections and 

hurricane mitigation grants to eligible condominium associations. Implementation of the 

Program is subject to annual legislative appropriations. Under the Program, the DFS must 

provide fiscal accountability, contract management, and strategic leadership for the Program.

The bill provides, to condominium associations with condominium property within 15 miles of 

the coastline, a program similar to that of the My Safe Florida Home Program (MSFH) for 

owners of site-built, single-family, residential properties regarding requirements for 

participation, hurricane mitigation inspectors and inspections, eligibility for mitigation grants, 

contract management by the DFS, and required annual reports.

The bill places specific limits on grant awards. The limit for roof-related projects is set at $11 per

square foot times the square feet of the replacement roof, limited to $1,000 per unit, and the 

maximum grant contribution is limited to 50 percent of the project. The limit for opening 

protection-related projects grant contribution is a maximum of $750 per replacement window, 

not to exceed $1,500 per unit, and a maximum grant contribution of 50 percent of the project. 

The bill provides that an association may receive grant funds for both roof-related and opening 

protection-related projects, but the maximum grant contribution is limited to $175,000 per 

association.

The bill provides that the DFS may not accept grant applications or maintain a waiting list for 

grants after the cumulative value of the grants awarded have fully obligated the appropriation, 

unless the Legislature provides express authority otherwise.

The bill requires the DFS to adopt rules to govern the program; to govern hurricane mitigation 

inspections and grants, mitigation contractors, and training of inspectors and contractors; and to 

carry out its duties under the Program.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 116-0
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CS/HB 1031 — Debt Relief Services
by Insurance & Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Buchanan (CS/SB 1074 by Banking and 

Insurance Committee and Senator Calatayud)

The bill adds an exception to the provisions of credit counseling services under ch. 817, part IV, 

F.S., for telemarketers and sellers who:

 Provide debt relief services within the scope of the Telemarketing and Consumer Fraud 

and Abuse Prevention Act, 15 U.S.C. ss. 6101-6108, and the Telemarketing Sales Rule 

(TSR), 16 C.F.R. part 310;

 Are required to comply with such federal regulation; and

 Do not receive from the debtor or disburse to a creditor any money or other thing of 

value, in accordance with the second prong of the definition of “debt management 

services” under s. 817.801(4)(b), F.S.

The terms “telemarketer,” “seller,” and “debt relief service” have the same meaning as the 

definitions in the TSR, which provides:

 “Telemarketer means any person who, in connection with telemarketing, initiates or 

receives telephone calls to or from a customer or donor.”

 “Seller means any person who, in connection with a telemarketing transaction, provides, 

offers to provide, or arranges for others to provide goods or services to the customer in 

exchange for consideration.”

 “Debt relief service means any program or service represented, directly or by implication,

to renegotiate, settle, or in any way alter the terms of payment or other terms of the debt 

between a person and one or more unsecured creditors or debt collectors, including, but 

not limited to, a reduction in the balance, interest rate, or fees owed by a person to an 

unsecured creditor or debt collector.”

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 119-0
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SB 1078 — Public Records/Cellular Telephone Numbers Held by the 
Department of Financial Services
by Senator DiCeglie

The bill exempts from public records inspection and copying requirements cellular telephone 

numbers voluntarily submitted to the Department of Financial Services (DFS) as part of the 

application process for licensure for the purpose of two-factor authentication of login credentials.

Legislation filed this legislative session, CS/CS/CS/HB 1098, requires the DFS to allow 

licensure applicants to voluntarily submit cellular telephone numbers to the DFS during the 

application process for the purpose of two-factor secure login authentication. Such applicants 

include insurance agents, insurance agencies, managing general agents, insurance adjusters, 

reinsurance intermediaries, viatical settlement brokers, customer representatives, service 

representatives, and agencies.

The bill provides a statement of public necessity as required by the State Constitution. According

to the public necessity statement contained in the bill, the exemption from public records 

inspection and copying requirements is necessary because the unintentional publication of such 

information may subject the filer to identity theft, financial harm, or other adverse impacts. 

Without the public records exemption, the effective and efficient administration of the electronic 

filing system, which is otherwise designed to increase the ease of filing records, would be 

hindered.

The bill is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and will be repealed on 

October 2, 2029, unless the statute is reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature before that date.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-0
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CS/HB 1347 — Consumer Finance Loans
by Commerce Committee and Rep. Brackett (CS/SB 1436 by Appropriations Committee on 

Agriculture, Environment, and General Government and Senator Burton)

The bill revises laws governing consumer finance loans, which are loans of $25,000 or less for 

which a lender charges an interest rate greater than 18 percent per annum. The Florida Consumer

Finance Act in ch. 516, F.S., provides an exemption from Florida’s prohibition against usurious 

contracts, under which any interest rate greater than 18 percent per annum is prohibited.

The bill increases the maximum limits of consumer finance loan interest rates to no more than 

36 percent per annum, computed on the first $10,000 of the principal amount; 30 percent per 

annum on that part of the principal amount exceeding $10,000 and up to $20,000; and 24 percent

per annum on that part of the principal amount exceeding $20,000 and up to $25,000.

The bill increases the number of days a payment must be in default before a delinquency charge 

may be imposed from 10 days in default to 12 days in default.

The bill revises the licensure process to allow a single licensure application for the principle 

place of business and all branches. The bill defines a “branch” as any location, other than a 

licensee’s principal place of business, at which a licensee operates or conducts consumer finance 

loan business or controls for the purpose of conducting consumer finance loan business.

The bill requires consumer finance lenders, in any county designated in a Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) major disaster declaration, to suspend for 90 days after the initial 

date of such declaration, the following:

 The application of delinquency charges for payments in default for at least 12 days;

 Repossessions of collateral pledged to a consumer finance loan; and

 The filing of civil actions for the collection of amounts owed under a consumer finance 

loan.

The bill also requires consumer finance lenders to:

 Provide notice to the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) of any assistance program 

offered by the lender to borrowers impacted by a disaster subject to a FEMA major 

disaster declaration;

 Offer a free credit education program or seminar to borrowers at the time a loan is made; 

and

 Annually report to the OFR information detailing loans issued by the lender during the 

previous calendar year.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 21-18; House 104-10
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CS/CS/HB 1503 — Citizens Property Insurance Corporation
by Commerce Committee; Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Esposito and others 

(CS/CS/SB 1716 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator 

Boyd)

The bill allows surplus lines insurers meeting certain criteria and approved by the Office of 

Insurance Regulation (OIR) to submit take-out offers on personal lines residential risks insured 

by Citizens, or for which Citizens has received an application for coverage, if such risks are not 

primary residences or do not have a valid homestead exemption under ch. 193, F.S. A “primary 

residence” is defined as a dwelling that is the policyholder’s primary home or is a rental property

that is the primary home of the tenant, and which the policyholder or tenant occupies for more 

than nine months of each year.

A take-out offer from an approved surplus lines insurer will only render a Citizens policyholder 

ineligible for Citizens if the premium offered does not exceed the Citizens premium on 

comparable coverage by more than 20 percent; this is the standard that applies to take-out offers 

from authorized insurers. Only surplus lines insurers that are approved to participate by the OIR 

may make participate in the take-out program. To obtain approval, the surplus lines insurer must 

apply to the OIR to participate in the take-out process, provide data to the OIR related to 

coverage and rates, and file rates for review with the OIR for the take-out offer. The surplus lines

insurer must also meet certain criteria such as having an “A-” financial strength rating from A.M.

Best and having a personal lines residential risk program that is managed by a Florida resident 

surplus lines broker.

The bill revises the Citizens eligibility requirement that certain personal lines residential risks 

must maintain flood insurance, by requiring flood insurance only on the dwelling. This provision

is effective upon the bill becoming law.

The bill makes statutory changes to facilitate the transition of Citizens Property Insurance 

Corporation from an organizational structure where Citizens policies are held in three different 

accounts (a personal lines account, commercial account, and a coastal account) to a structure 

where all Citizens policies are held in a single account (the Citizens account). A primary benefit 

of a single-account structure is that it eliminates the possibility of a Citizens account 

experiencing a deficit necessitating policyholder surcharges and emergency assessments while 

one of Citizens’ other accounts has surplus funds.

The bill provides that only licensed agents holding appointments by at least three authorized 

insurers that are actually writing or renewing property insurance in this state may be appointed 

by Citizens as its licensed agents. Current law requires the agent to hold an appointment by only 

one such insurer.

The bill also:
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 Revises the signed acknowledgment of potential policyholder surcharge and assessment 

liability that agents must obtain from an applicant for Citizens coverage for the purpose 

of conforming the revised surcharge and assessment liabilities associated with the 

reorganization of Citizens into a single account;

 Provides that the executive director of Citizens is the agency head of Citizens for 

purposes of procurement bid protests under s. 287.057, F.S., and authorizes the executive 

director to appoint a designee to act on his or her behalf for all purposes under the that 

statute;

 Deletes language prohibiting the application of the Division of Administrative Hearing’s 

bond requirements related to Citizens bid protest hearings;

 Allows licensed surplus lines agents access to confidential and exempt claims files for the

purpose of considering whether to write a risk currently insured by Citizens;

 Authorizes Citizens to share its claims data with the National Insurance Crime Bureau 

(NICB), so long as the NICB maintains the confidentiality of certain documents;

 Authorizes Citizens to acquire patents, trademarks, and copyrights on work products and 

take action to enforce its rights therein; and

 Makes technical and clarifying changes.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise provided.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/HB 1569 — Exemption from Regulation for Bona Fide Nonprofit 
Organizations
by Insurance & Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Grant and others (CS/SB 514 by Banking and 

Insurance Committee and Senators Boyd and Stewart)

The bill exempts from the regulations under ch. 494, F.S., a bona fide nonprofit organization and

any employee thereof who acts as a loan originator only with respect to his or her work duties 

and only with respect to residential mortgage loans with terms that are favorable to the borrower.

This exemption is substantially similar to the exemption permitted under the federal Secure and 

Fair Enforcement for Mortgage Licensing Act (S.A.F.E. Act) except that the exemption in the 

bill also covers the bona fide organization (not only the employee of such organization.)

The bill also:

 Provides that the Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) must determine whether an 

organization satisfies all of the following factors to be deemed a bona fide nonprofit 

organization: 

o Has the status of a tax-exempt organization under s. 501(c)(3), of the Internal Revenue

Code.

o Promotes affordable housing or provides homeownership education or similar 

services.

o Conducts its activities in a manner that serves public or charitable purposes rather than

commercial purposes.

o Receives funding and revenue and charges fees in a manner that does not incentivize it

or its employees to act other than in the best interests of its clients.

o Compensates its employees in a manner that does not incentivize employees to act 

other than in the best interests of its clients.

o Provides or identifies for the borrower residential mortgage loans with terms favorable

to the borrower and comparable to mortgage loans and housing assistance provided 

under government housing assistance programs.

 Requires the OFR to determine that the terms of residential mortgage loans provided to or

identified for the borrower are consistent with loan origination in public or charitable 

context, rather than a commercial context.

 Requires the OFR to periodically examine the books and activities of the organization 

and revoke its status if the organization does not continue to meet the requirements.

The bill expands the Financial Services Commission’s rulemaking authority to prescribe criteria 

and processes for determining whether an organization is and remains a bona fide nonprofit 

organization for the purpose of determining whether the organization and its employees acting as

loan originators may be exempt from regulation under ch. 494, F.S.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.
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Vote: Senate 40-0; House 118-0
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CS/CS/HB 1611 — Insurance
by Commerce Committee; Insurance & Banking Subcommittee; and Rep. Stevenson and others 

(CS/CS/SB 1622 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senators 

Trumbull and Perry)

The bill revises various provisions relating to the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR).

Residential Property Insurance Reporting

The bill requires each insurer and insurer group, beginning January 1, 2025, to file the required 

personal and commercial lines residential property insurance supplemental reports to the annual 

report monthly, rather than quarterly, and to provide such information broken down by zip code 

rather than by county.

The bill provides the Financial Services Commission authority to adopt rules to administer 

provisions that require any insurer planning to nonrenew more than 10,000 residential property 

insurance policies in this state within a 12-month period to give the OIR at least 90 days written 

notice before issuing notices of nonrenewal.

Public Housing Self-Insurance Funds

Regarding public housing self-insurance funds, the bill specifies that reinsurance may be used as 

part of its program to protect the financial stability of the fund. The bill provides that a 

continuing program of excess insurance coverage and reinsurance must:

 Include a net retention in an amount and manner selected by the administrator, ratified by

the governing body, and certified by a qualified actuary;

 Include reinsurance or excess insurance from authorized insurance carriers or eligible 

surplus lines insurers; and

 Be certified by a qualified and independent actuary as to the program’s adequacy.

The bill eliminates a requirement that the program retain a per-loss occurrence that does not 

exceed $350,000.

Cancellation or Nonrenewal of Surplus Lines Residential Property Insurance Policies

Regarding notices of cancellation or nonrenewal by surplus lines insurers, the bill provides:

 Upon a declaration of an emergency pursuant to s. 252.36, F.S., and the filing of an order 

by the Commissioner of Insurance Regulation, a surplus lines insurer may not cancel or 

nonrenew a personal residential or commercial residential property insurance policy 

covering a dwelling or residential property which has been damaged as a result of a 

hurricane or wind loss that is the subject of the declaration of emergency for a period of 

90 days after the dwelling or residential property has been repaired. A dwelling or 

residential property is deemed to be repaired when substantially completed and restored 
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to the extent that the dwelling or residential property is insurable by another insurer that 

is writing policies in the area;

 Exceptions allowing the surplus lines insurer to cancel the policy:

o Upon 10 days notice for nonpayment of premium.

o Upon 45 days notice:

 For a material misstatement or fraud;

 If the insurer determines the insured has unreasonably caused a delay in repairs;

 If the insurer or its agent makes a reasonable written inquiry to the insured as to the

status of repairs, and the insured fails within 30 calendar days to provide a 

response; or

 If the insurer has paid policy limits;

 If the insurer elects to nonrenew a policy covering a property that has been damaged, the 

insurer must provide at least 90 day notice to the insured that the insurer intends to 

nonrenew the policy 90 days after the dwelling or residential property has been repaired;

 Other than the specified limitations proscribed within this section, the insurer may cancel 

or nonrenew the policy 90 days after the repair is completed for the same reasons the 

insurer would have otherwise canceled or nonrenewed the policy; and

 The Financial Services Commission may adopt rules, and the Commissioner of the Office

of Insurance Regulation may issue orders, necessary to implement this requirement.

Residential Property Insurance Ratemaking

Regarding rate standards for residential property insurance, the bill provides that if an averaged 

model is used in ratemaking, the same averaged model must be used throughout this state. If a 

weighted average is used, the insurer must provide the OIR with an actuarial justification for 

using the weighted average which shows that the weighted average results in a rate that is 

reasonable, adequate, and fair.

Regarding coverage under the Citizens Property Insurance Corporation (Citizens), the bill 

repeals provisions that allow Citizens to apply a different rate methodology to policies which, 

immediately prior to being insured by Citizens, were insured by an insurer determined by the 

OIR to be unsound or that was placed in receivership. Rates for such policies, if they cover a 

primary residence, will be subject to the Citizens rate “glidepath” which will restrict rate 

increases to 13 percent for 2024, rather than a prohibition on rate decreases and a limit of 50 

percent on rate increases at issuance at renewal. If such policies do not cover a primary 

residence, the prohibition on rate decreases and the 50 percent limit on rate increases will apply.

Roof Inspections

The bill provides that a licensed roofing contractor is considered an “authorized inspector” for 

purposes of s. 672.7011(5), F.S, to provide roof inspections to determine if an insurer may 

require the replacement of a roof that is at least 15 years old as a condition of continuing to 

provide homeowner’s property insurance for a risk.
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Insurance Holding Company System Model Regulation

The bill amends s. 628.801, F.S., to provide that the Financial Services Commission may adopt 

rules for the filing of the annual enterprise risk report by an authorized insurer that is a member 

of an insurance holding company in accordance with the Insurance Holding Company System 

Regulatory Act and the Insurance Holding Company System Model Regulation of the National 

Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC), as adopted in December 2020.

Reciprocal Insurers

Regarding the regulation of reciprocal insurers, the bill substantially rewrites provisions 

regulating reciprocal insurers.

Investigations and Examinations – The bill specifies that for any proposed reciprocal insurer the 

OIR may investigate various aspects of the reciprocal insurer’s attorney in fact, members of its 

subscribers’ advisory committee or officers of its attorney in fact, and stockholders and directors 

of any attorney in fact of the reciprocal insurer. The OIR may also conduct market conduct 

examinations of the attorney in fact of each reciprocal insurer.

Fiduciary Duty – The bill provides that an attorney in fact has a fiduciary duty to the subscribers 

of the reciprocal insurer.

Definitions – The bill defines the terms “affiliated person,” “attorney in fact,” “controlling 

company,” and “reciprocal insurer.”

Permit Applications – The bill requires that a reciprocal insurer application must include certain 

information, including the name of the proposed reciprocal insurer and location of its principal 

office, the kinds of insurance it proposes to transact, the names and addresses of the original 

subscribers, certain information about the proposed attorney in fact, the articles of incorporation 

and bylaws, certain information about the subscribers’ advisory committee, a copy of the 

proposed subscribers’ agreement, and a copy of each form the insurer proposes to use.

A permit application as a domestic reciprocal insurer must include certain information, including

required documents and a copy of the required bond, statements affirming that all moneys not 

payable to the attorney in fact will be held in the name of the insurer and for the purposes 

specified in the subscribers’ agreement, and a statement that each original subscriber has in good 

faith applied for insurance and the insurer received the full premium or premium deposit for such

coverage for at least a six month term.

To maintain its eligibility for a certificate of authority, a domestic reciprocal insurer must 

continue to meet all conditions required under the chapter and the rules for the initial 

applications for a permit and certificate of authority.
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Fiduciary Duty – The bill provides that the attorney in fact has a fiduciary duty to the subscribers

of the reciprocal insurer.

Acquisitions – The bill provides the following requirements regarding the acquisition of 10 

percent or more of a reciprocal insurer:

 A person may not acquire 10 percent or more of the outstanding voting securities of an 

attorney in fact unless the OIR approves the acquisition after notice of the acquisition is 

provided to the OIR, the attorney in fact, the subscribers’ advisory committee (which 

must then notify the subscribers regarding how to object to the acquisition), and the 

domestic reciprocal insurer.

 The requirements do not apply to any acquisition of voting securities or ownership 

interest of an attorney in fact or of a controlling company by any person who is the owner

of a majority of the voting securities or ownership interest with the approval of the OIR.

 The OIR may waive, or the person filing the notice may request that the OIR waive, the 

requirement that the subscribers’ advisory committee provide notice to subscribers of the 

proposed acquisition, if there is no change in ultimate controlling shareholders and their 

ownership percentages and no unaffiliated parties acquire any interest in the attorney in 

fact.

 The application must contain certain information the OIR deems necessary to determine 

the character, experience, ability, and other qualifications of the person or affiliated 

person seeking to make the acquisition so that the OIR can protect the reciprocal insurer’s

subscribers and the public.

 An amendment to the application must be filed with the OIR detailing any changes in 

facts or the background information detailed in the application.

 The applicant has the burden of proof.

 During the application review period, any person or affiliated person complying with the 

filing requirements may proceed and take all steps necessary to conclude the acquisition 

so long as the acquisition becoming final is conditioned upon approval by the OIR. A 

material change in the operation or management of the attorney in fact or controlling 

company, unless specifically approved by the OIR, is prohibited; 

o “Material change in the operation of the attorney in fact” is defined to mean a 

transaction that disposes of or obligates five percent or more of the domestic 

reciprocal insurer.

o “Material change in the management of the attorney in fact” is defined to mean any 

change in management involving officers or directors of the attorney in fact or any 

person of the attorney or controlling company having authority to dispose of or 

obligate five percent or more of the attorney in fact’s capital or surplus.

 The proceeding must conducted within 60 days after the date of the written request is 

received by the OIR and the OIR will issue a recommended order within 20 days after the

date of the close of the proceedings. A final order will be issued within 20 days after the 

date of the recommended order or, if exceptions are filed, within 20 days after the date 

exceptions are filed.

 If at any time, the OIR finds an immediate danger to the public health, safety, and welfare

of the reciprocal insurer’s subscribers exists, the OIR shall immediately order the 
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proposed acquisition disapproved and any further steps to conclude the acquisition 

ceased. The OIR may disapprove any acquisition by any person or affiliated person who 

willfully violates these acquisition requirements or violates the OIR orders related to 

divestiture or the acquisition of specified additional stock or ownership interest without 

complying with this section.

 The OIR generally must approve an acquisition if the OIR finds that the acquisition will 

not jeopardize the financial stability of the attorney in fact or prejudice the interests of the

reciprocal insurer’s subscribers or harm the public. OIR approval of an offer or 

acquisition does not constitute a recommendation by the OIR. Any acquisition contrary to

this section is void, as is any vote by a stockholder of record or any other person of any 

security so acquired.

 A presumption of control may be rebutted by filing a valid disclaimer of control.

 The OIR may order divesture by a person who acquires 10 percent or more of voting 

securities of an attorney in fact or a controlling company without complying with this 

section. The OIR may suspend or revoke the certificate of authority of the reciprocal 

insurer whose attorney in fact or controlling company is acquired in violation of this 

section.

 A person who violates these provisions commits a third degree felony, punishable as 

provided in ss. 775.082, 775.083, and 775.084, F.S.

Background Information – The bill requires that persons required to provide information on their

background and identity must file a sworn biographical statement on a form adopted by the 

commission and fingerprints. The sworn biographical statement must include certain details 

regarding the person’s business and employment history for the past 20 years.

Attorneys in Fact, Officers, and Directors of Insolvent Reciprocal Insurers – The bill provides 

that any person who served as an attorney in fact, or as an officer, director, or manager of an 

attorney in fact, any member of a subscribers’ advisory committee of a reciprocal insurer doing 

business in this state, or an officer or director of any other insurer doing business in this state, 

and who served in that capacity within the two-year period before the date the insurer or 

reciprocal insurer became insolvent, for any insolvency that occurs on or after July 1, 2024, may 

not, unless the individual demonstrates that his or her personal actions or omissions were not a 

significant contributing cause to the insolvency:

 Serve as an attorney in fact, or as an officer, director, or manager of an attorney in fact, or

a member of a subscribers advisory committee of a reciprocal insurer doing business in 

this state, or an officer or director of any other insurer doing business in this state; or

 Have direct or indirect control over the selection or appointment of an attorney in fact, or 

of an officer, director, or manager of an attorney in fact, or a member of the subscribers’ 

committee of a reciprocal insurer doing business in this state, or an officer or director of 

any insurer doing business in this state, through contract, trust, or by operation of law, 

unless the individual demonstrates that his or her personal actions or omissions were not 

a significant contributing cause to the insolvency.
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Impairment of Surplus – The bill provides that upon impairment of the surplus of a 

nonassessable reciprocal insurer, the OIR must revoke its authorization. Such revocation does 

not subject existing policies to assessments for the remainder of the period for which the 

premium has been paid. After revocation, no policy shall be issued or renewed without providing

for contingent assessment liability of the subscriber. Upon revocation of the authority to issue 

nonassessable policies, the reciprocal insurer may not issue or renew nonassessable policies or 

convert assessable policies to nonassessable policies, and the provisions of s. 629.301, F.S., 

apply to such insurer.

Merger or Conversion – Provides requirements for mergers and conversions. A domestic stock 

insurer may not be converted to a reciprocal insurer. Any plan to merge a reciprocal insurer with 

another reciprocal insurer or for conversion of the reciprocal insurer to a stock or mutual insurer 

must be filed with the OIR on forms adopted by the Financial Services Commission and must 

contain such information as the OIR reasonably requires to evaluate the transaction. An 

assessable reciprocal insurer may be converted to a nonassessable reciprocal insurer if the 

subscriber’s advisory committee approves, the attorney in fact submits the required application, 

and the OIR approves.

Rulemaking – Provides rulemaking authority to the Financial Services Commission to adopt, 

amend, or repeal rules necessary to implement the chapter.

Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association

Regarding the Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation Association (NICA), the 

bill:

 Removes an exclusion providing that the award of family residential or custodial care is 

not to be included in current estimates for purposes of assessments;

 Provides that if the total of all current estimates of claims equals or exceeds 100 percent 

(presently, it is 80 percent) of the funds on hand and the funds that will become available 

within the next 12 months, the association may not accept any new claims without 

express authority from the Legislature; and

 Requires NICA, in consultation with the Office of Insurance Regulation and the Agency 

for Health Care Administration, to provide a report to the Governor, the Chief Financial 

Officer, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by 

September 1, 2024. The report must include recommendations for: 

o Defining actuarial soundness for the association, including options for phase-in, if 

appropriate;

o Timing of reporting actuarial soundness and to whom it should be reported; and

o Ensuring a revenue level to maintain actuarial soundness, including options for phase-

in, if appropriate.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-0
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CS/SB 7028 — My Safe Florida Home Program
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Banking and Insurance Committee

The bill amends various provisions relating to the My Safe Florida Home Program to:

 Allow a subsequent application for a mitigation inspection or mitigation grant only under 

certain circumstances;

 Provide that an applicant meeting the requirements for a mitigation inspection may 

receive an inspection even if the applicant is not eligible for a mitigation grant or the 

applicant does not apply for such grant;

 Require the homeowner to agree to provide information received from the homeowner’s 

insurer identifying the premium discounts realized by the homeowner due to the 

mitigation improvements funded through the program;

 Provide that the Department of Financial Services (DFS) is not required to maintain a list 

of participating contractors, but rather, the homeowner must use a properly licensed 

contractor for the project and the DFS must verify that the contractor performing the 

work is licensed;

 Revise the list of grant eligible improvements to specify the inclusion of windows and 

skylights;

 Require the DFS to prioritize the review and approval of inspection applications and 

grant applications in the following order: 

o First, applications from low-income homeowners who are at least 60 years old;

o Second, applications from all other low-income homeowners;

o Third, applications from moderate-income homeowners who are at least 60 years old;

o Fourth, applications from all other moderate-income homeowners; and

o Lastly, all other applications;

 Remove the provision authorizing matching grants to local governments and nonprofit 

entities;

 Remove the provision authorizing grants to a previously inspected existing structure or 

on a rebuild;

 Require homeowners to finalize construction and request a final inspection, or request an 

extension, within one year after grant approval;

 Authorize the DFS to request additional information from the applicant;

 Revise provisions regarding the distribution of the MSFH Program brochure which 

provides information on the benefits to homeowners of residential hurricane damage 

mitigation; and

 Reorganize and rephrase certain provisions within the statute to provide better clarity.

The bill appropriates, for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, $200 million in nonrecurring funds from the 

General Revenue Fund to the DFS to be used for hurricane mitigation grants, hurricane 

mitigation inspections, and outreach and administrative costs. The bill provides that the DFS 

may not continue to accept applications or create a waiting list in anticipation of additional 

funding unless the Legislature expressly provides authority to implement such actions.
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If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0
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HB 7089 — Health Care Expenses
by Health & Human Services Committee and Rep. Grant and others (CS/SB 1640 by Fiscal 

Policy Committee and Senator Collins)

Consumer Protections Relating to Debt Collection Practices of Hospitals and Ambulatory 

Surgical Centers

The bill creates several consumer protections relating to the collection of medical debt.

The bill requires hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers (ASCs) to have an internal grievance 

process for patients to dispute charges.

In regard to the medical debt collection practices of hospitals and ASCs (facilities) medical debt, 

the bill prohibits a hospital or ASC from engaging in extraordinary collections actions such as 

certain legal or judicial processes including commencing a civil action, garnishing wages, or 

placing a lien on property:

 Before the facility makes a reasonable effort to determine whether the individual is 

eligible for assistance under the facility’s financial assistance plan and, if eligible, before 

the facility makes a decision regarding the patient’s application for such financial 

assistance.

 Before the facility has provided the individual with an itemized statement or bill.

 During an ongoing grievance process or an ongoing appeal of a claim adjudication.

 Before billing any applicable insurer and allowing the insurer to adjudicate a claim.

 For 30 days after notifying the patient, in writing by a traceable delivery method, that a 

collection action will commence absent additional action by the patient.

 While the individual:

o Negotiates in good faith the final amount of a bill for services rendered; or

o Complies with all terms of a payment plant with the facility.

The bill establishes a three-year statute of limitations for actions to collect medical debt, which 

runs from the date on which the facility refers the medical debt to a third-party for collection. 

Currently, medical debt is subject to a five-year statute of limitation.

The bill exempts from attachment, garnishment, or other legal process in an action on hospital 

medical debt:

 A debtor’s interest, not to exceed $10,000 in value, in a single motor vehicle. Currently, 

the exempt interest is $1,000.

 A debtor’s interest in personal property, not to exceed $10,000 in value, if the debtor does

not claim or receive the benefits of a homestead exemption. Currently, the exempt 

interest is $1,000.

Price Transparency Provisions Relating to Facilities and Insurers
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The bill creates price transparency requirements for hospitals, ASCs, and insurers relating to 

nonemergency services.

The bill requires a hospital or ASC must post standard charges for specified shoppable services 

on its website or implement an internet-based price estimator tool that meets federal standards.

The bill requires hospitals and ASCs must provide estimates of anticipated charges for 

nonemergency services and provide such good faith estimates (GFEs) to the patient’s health 

insurer and the patient. A health insurer, in turn, must prepare an advanced explanation of 

benefits (AEOB) for the insured patient, within a specified time frame prior to the service being 

provided, based on the facility’s estimate. An individual may request a GFE from a facility or an 

AEOB from an insurer, and the facility or the insurer must provide the applicable document 

within three business days after receipt of a request from an individual. These provisions are 

consistent with existing federal law.

The bill defers implementation of these provisions as follows:

 The changes made in this act relating to shoppable services, do not apply to ASCs until 

January 1, 2026.

 The changes made by this act to s. 395.301, F.S., relating to the issuance of GFEs by 

facilities, are not effective until the federal agencies adopt rules to implement the law. 

The Agency for Health Care Administration must notify the Division of Law Revision 

upon the promulgation of the final rule.

 The changes made by this is act to s. 627.446, F.S., relating to the AEOBs issued by 

insurers upon the submission of a GFE by a facility, are not effective until federal rules 

are adopted relating to the GFE and the AEOBs. The Office of Insurance Regulation 

must notify the Division of Law Revision upon the promulgation of the final rule 

pertaining to AEOBs.

Direct Health Care Agreements

The bill expands the health care providers that may participate in a direct health care agreement 

that is exempt from the insurance code to include a health care provider licensed under ch. 490 

(practice of psychology) or ch. 491, F.S., (clinical, counseling, and psychotherapy services).

Transparency and Accountability Requirements of Community-Based Care Lead Agencies

The bill amends laws governing contracts of the Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

with community-based care lead agencies (CBCs) to increase transparency and accountability 

related to the administration of and services provided by the CBCs.

The bill revises contractual rights and obligations between DCF and the CBCs. For example, the 

bill provides that DCF may only extend a contract for a period of one to five years in accordance 

with s. 287.057, F.S., if the CBC has met performance expectations within the monitoring 

evaluation. The DCF must set forth minimum training criteria for CBC board members in the 
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contracts with the CBCs. The CBCs must ensure that board members participate in annual 

training related to their responsibilities to provide oversight and ensure accountability and 

transparency for the CBC system of care, and to provide fiduciary oversight to prevent conflicts 

of interest, promote accountability and transparency, and protect state and federal funding from 

misuse. The board of directors must discharge their duties in accordance with s. 617.0830, F.S.

The bill establishes the regulatory framework for a CBC’s subcontracts and transactions with 

related parties, revises the CBC subcontract procurement process, and creates contractual 

remedies to address conflicts of interest, failures to follow procurement law, noncompliance with

contractual requirements, and inadequate performance in the provision of child protection and 

child welfare services. The CBCs must competitively procure all contracts, consistent with the 

federal simplified acquisition threshold. The CBCs are required to competitively procure all 

contracts in excess of $35,000 with related parties.

The bill requires board member of CBCs to disclose any known actual or potential conflicts to 

the DCF. The bill requires a CBC to post a fidelity bond for the board to cover any costs 

associated with reprocurement and the assessed penalties related to a failure of a board member 

to disclose a conflict of interest. All DCF contracts with CBCs must contain the following 

penalty provisions:

 The DCF must impose penalties in the amount of $5,000 per occurrence for each known 

and potential conflict of interest, which is not disclosed to the DCF.

 If a contract is executed for which a conflict of interest was not disclosed to the DCF 

before execution of contract, the following penalties apply: 

o A penalty in the amount of $20,000 for a first offense.

o A penalty in the amount of $30,000 for a second or subsequent offense.

o The removal of the board member who did not disclose a known conflict of interest.

Further, a contract procured by a CBC board for which a conflict of interest was not disclosed to 

DCF before execution of the contract must be reprocured. The DCF must recoup from the CBC 

expenses related to a contract that was executed without disclosure of a conflict of interest.

The bill caps the salary of a CBC administrative employee at 150 percent of the Secretary of 

DCF’s salary, regardless of the number of contracts a CBC may execute with DCF. The bill also 

requires contracts between DCF and CBCs to delineate the rights and obligations related to the 

acquisition, transfer, or other disposition of real property and sets minimum standards for those 

rights and obligations. Effective July 1, 2024, the DCF must approve any sale, transfer, or 

disposition of real property acquired and held by the CBC using state funds.

The bill repeals the current law related to the allocation of funds to CBCs and directs DCF in 

collaboration with the CBCs and child welfare providers to develop a new funding methodology 

for core service funding allocation that at a minimum, must be:

 Actuarially sound;

 Reimbursement based;
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 Designed to incentivize efficient and effective CBC operations, prevention, family 

preservation, and child permanency;

 Scalable to account for regional cost-of-living differences; and

 Consider variable costs for in-home and out-of-home care, prevention services, 

operational costs, and fixed costs.

The bill also establishes the Future of Child Protection Contracting and Funding Workgroup to 

study, evaluate, and offer recommendations relating to contracts and general funding of the child 

welfare system. The DCF must convene the workgroup and is responsible for producing and 

submitting a report on the workgroup’s findings and recommendations to the Governor, the 

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by October 15, 2025.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 37-0; House 111-0
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CS/SB 474 — Public Records/Suicide Victims
by Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee and Senators Grall and Book

The bill makes confidential and exempt from public inspection and copying the photograph or 

video or audio recording that depicts or records the suicide of a person when it is held by an 

agency. The bill allows for disclosure to a surviving spouse of the deceased; the surviving 

parents, if there is no surviving spouse; or the surviving adult children or siblings, if there are no 

surviving spouse or parents. The bill defines the “suicide of a person” and specifies who may 

obtain such photographs and recordings and the process for obtaining these materials. The bill 

amends s. 119.071(2)(p), F.S., to conform to the expanded exemption for photographs or video 

or audio recordings that depict the suicide of a person.

The bill also makes confidential and exempt from public inspection and copying an autopsy 

report of a person whose manner of death was suicide as held by a medical examiner. The bill 

allows for disclosure to a surviving spouse of the deceased; the surviving parents, if there is no 

surviving spouse; or the surviving adult children or siblings, if there are no surviving spouse or 

parents. The bill amends s. 406.135, F.S., to conform to the expanded exemption for autopsy 

reports of a person whose manner of death was suicide.

The bill gives retroactive application to both of these exemptions so that photographs, 

recordings, and autopsy reports addressed by this bill, regardless of when they were initially held

by an agency, are treated as confidential and exempt from public inspection and copying 

requirements upon this bill becoming a law.

The bill makes findings that the new exemptions from public records disclosure for photographs 

or video or audio recordings that depict the suicide of a person and for an autopsy report of a 

person whose manner of death was suicide meet public necessities as required by the State 

Constitution.

The exemptions are subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and will stand repealed 

on October 2, 2029, unless reviewed and reenacted by the Legislature.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/SB 564 — Young Adult Aftercare Services
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee; and Senators 

Garcia, Hooper, Book, and Rouson

The bill expands the eligibility for receiving aftercare services subject to available funding. If a 

young adult between 18 and 22 years of age was placed in out-of-home care for at least six 

months after turning 14 years of age and did not achieve reunification with his or her parent or 

guardian, they are eligible to receive aftercare services. This will allow more young adults to 

access needed services.

The bill permits the Department of Children and Families to distribute federal funds to all young 

adults deemed eligible by the federal funding source in the event of a state or national emergency

even if the young adult does not meet eligibility requirements for aftercare services.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 32-0; House 113-0
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CS/HB 591 — Hot Car Death Prevention
by Children, Families & Seniors Subcommittee and Reps. Brannan, Smith, and others (CS/SB 

554 by Rules Committee and Senators Bradley and Perry)

The bill designates April as “Hot Car Death Prevention Month” to raise awareness of the dangers

of leaving children unattended in motor vehicles and educate the public on how to prevent hot 

car deaths. The bill encourages the Florida Department of Children and Families, the Florida 

Department of Health, the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, local 

governments, and other agencies to sponsor events on specific topics that promote public 

awareness and education related to the dangers of leaving children unattended in motor vehicles 

and how to prevent hot car deaths. These campaigns must address proper motor vehicle safety, 

steps a bystander can take to rescue a vulnerable child in imminent danger, and the criminal 

penalties associated with leaving a child in a motor vehicle unattended or unsupervised.

The bill may be cited as “Ariya’s Act” in memoriam of a 10-month-old infant that died of 

heatstroke after being left in a vehicle.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 118-0
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CS/CS/CS/HB 1065 — Substance Abuse Treatment
by Health & Human Services Committee; Ways & Means Committee; Children, Families & 

Seniors Subcommittee; and Rep. Caruso and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 1180 by Appropriations 

Committee; Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services; Children, Families, and 

Elder Affairs Committee; and Senator Harrell)

The bill amends the definition of “certified recovery residence” to include four levels and sets 

minimum standards for the level of care provided at those residences. The levels of care include:

 Level I: These homes house individuals in recovery who are post-treatment, with a 

minimum of nine months of sobriety and are run by the members who reside in them.

 Level II: These homes provide oversight from a house manager. Residents are expected 

to follow rules outlined in a resident handbook, pay dues, and work toward achieving 

milestones.

 Level III: These homes offer 24-hour supervision by formally trained staff and peer-

support services for residents.

 Level IV: These homes are dwellings offered, referred to, or provided to patients by 

licensed service providers and are staffed 24 hours a day. The patients receive intensive 

outpatient care.

The bill defines “community housing” to align with a Level IV certified recovery residence to 

give effect to the substantive changes in the definition of certified recovery residence.

The bill makes the following changes as well to make the operation and regulation of a certified 

recovery residence more efficient:

 Authorizes the Department of Children and Families to issue one license for all eligible 

service components operated by a service provider.

 Allows certain certified recovery residences 90 days to retain another administrator, when

an administrator has been removed.

 Prohibits a recovery residence from denying an individual access to the residence solely 

on the basis the individual has been prescribed federally approved medication for the 

treatment of substance use disorders.

 Prohibits a local ordinance or regulation from regulating the duration or frequency of a 

resident’s stay in a certified recovery residence located within a multifamily zoning 

district.

 Authorizes an increase in the number of residents actively managed in a recovery 

residence at any given time from 100 residents to 150 residents, if certain requirements 

are met.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 35-0; House 116-0
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CS/CS/CS/HB 1083 — Permanency for Children
by Health & Human Services Committee; Appropriations Committee; Children, Families & 

Seniors Subcommittee; and Reps. Trabulsy, Abbott, and others (CS/CS/SB 1486 by 

Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs

Committee; and Senator Collins)

When child welfare necessitates that the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

remove a child from the home, a series of dependency court proceedings must occur to 

adjudicate the child dependent, place that child in out-of-home care, and achieve a permanency 

outcome for the child in the form of reunification, a permanent guardian, adoption, or another 

permanent living arrangement.

The bill makes several changes to current law to modernize and streamline the dependency 

system, with particular focus on permanency for youth and young adults. Specifically, the bill:

 Updates background screening language to meet federal requirements to maintain access 

to Federal Bureau of Investigation databases.

 Creates a process for the commitment of a child whose parents are deceased to the DCF 

for subsequent adoption.

 Provides flexibility for service of process in termination of parental rights advisory 

hearings.

 Allows quicker closure of a case when a child was placed with a relative in permanent 

guardianship but another approved adult that the child knows is listed as an alternate 

placement in the guardianship assistance program agreement.

 Shifts judicial review of DCF’s decision on an adoption application from a separate 

administrative process to the dependency court.

 Creates a process for emergency postdisposition change of placement from a court 

ordered placement, instead of using the shelter process, as is currently done.

 Requires that an individual have completed or be in the process of completing an 

adoptive home study before they may access photos and information of a child available 

for adoption and also requires youth 12 years of age or older be consulted when creating 

their adoption profile and photo.

 Requires a court to issue an order approving or disapproving adoption fees over the 

statutory limits with a written determination of reasonableness.

 Requires adoption entities to quarterly report specified information on private adoptions 

to the DCF, beginning January 1, 2025.

 Prohibits the placement of adoption related paid advertisements by non-licensed adoption

entities in Florida.

 Expands eligibility for adoption incentive to health care practitioners and tax collector 

employees and increases the award amounts for all eligible individuals.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.
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Vote: Senate 38-0; House 110-0
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CS/CS/CS/SB 1224 — Protection of Children and Victims of Crime
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; Children, 

Families, and Elder Affairs Committee; and Senators Burton and Grall

The bill amends multiple statutes to expand the role and operations of the Statewide Guardian 

Ad Litem Office (office), and specifies the duties and responsibilities of that office and 

Guardians Ad Litem (GAL). Specifically, the bill:

 Requires appointment of a GAL at the earliest possible time to represent a child 

throughout dependency proceedings, including appeals.

 Allows for representation of the child by GAL in proceedings outside of dependency 

cases in order to secure services and benefits that provide for the care, safety, and 

protection of the child.

 Requires the GAL to receive invitation to a multidisciplinary team staffing in the event of

a placement change.

 Requires that the written description of programs and services required in the case plan 

for a child who is 13 years of age or older must include age-appropriate activities for the 

child’s development of relationships, coping skills, and emotional well-being.

 Requires the office to provide oversight and technical assistance to Attorneys Ad Litem 

(AAL) and develop a training program in collaboration with dependency court 

stakeholders, including, but not limited to, dependency judges, representatives from legal 

aid providing AAL representation, and an AAL appointed from a registry maintained by 

the chief judge.

 Requires the office to assist youth in meeting supportive adults with the hope of creating 

an ongoing relationship and requires collaboration with the Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) Office of Continuing Care to connect youth with supportive adults.

 Establishes the Fostering Prosperity grant program to help youth transition from foster 

care to independent adult living and requires increased GAL involvement in, and court 

attention to, ensuring a youth aging out of care has a permanent connection to a caring 

adult.

The bill also amends s. 741.29, F.S., to require law enforcement officers who investigate an 

alleged incident of domestic violence to administer a lethality assessment if the allegation is 

against an intimate partner, regardless of whether an arrest is made. Specifically, the bill:

 Requires the Department of Law Enforcement must consult with the Department of 

Children and Families, the Florida Sheriffs Association, the Florida Police Chiefs 

Association, and the Florida Partnership to End Domestic Violence, and at least two 

domestic violence advocacy organizations to develop policies, procedures, and training 

necessary for implementation of a statewide evidence-based lethality assessment. The 

approved training on how to administer the assessment must be accessible to a law 

enforcement officer in an online format.

 Requires an analysis of the questions of the lethality assessment placed in statute by the 

bill, and recommendations as to whether they should be included in a statewide lethality 

assessment instrument and form and requires a report by the DCF to the President of the 
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Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives detailing the results and 

recommendations, including proposed statutory changes, of the creation of the lethality 

assessment instrument and form.

 Requires the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission to require by rule that 

all law enforcement receive instruction on the policies and procedures for administering a

lethality assessment and minimum training requirements.

 Requires the head of each law enforcement agency to provide written certification 

verifying the agency has complied with new training requirements, by 

November 1, 2026; and requires a report to the Governor, President of the Senate, and 

Speaker of the House of Representatives identifying each law enforcement agency not in 

compliance with the training requirements by January 1, 2027.

 Requires a law enforcement officer to advise the victim of the results of the assessment 

and refer the victim to the nearest locally certified domestic violence center if the 

victim’s responses meet the criteria for referral. If a victim does not, or is unable to, 

provide information to a law enforcement officer sufficient to allow the officer to 

administer a lethality assessment, the officer must document the lack of an assessment in 

the written police report and refer the victim to the nearest locally certified domestic 

violence center.

 Requires a notation of the score of a lethality assessment, if administered, to be included 

in the written police report.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024. 

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-0
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CS/CS/HB 1267 — Economic Self-sufficiency
by Appropriations Committee; Children, Families & Seniors Subcommittee; and Rep Anderson 

and others (CS/SB 7052 by Fiscal Policy Committee and Children, Families, and Elder Affairs 

Committee)

Public assistance programs help low-income families meet their basic needs, such as housing, 

food, and utilities. The most commonly utilized public assistance programs in Florida include 

Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or food assistance, and the 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA) 

program. In Florida, the majority of the participants in these programs are children. While the 

goal of public assistance programs is, generally, to ensure that a family’s basic needs are met and

facilitate economic advancement, families often exit programs before they are truly capable of 

maintaining self-sufficiency. A benefit cliff occurs when a modest increase in wages results in a 

net loss of income due to the reduction in or loss of public benefits that follows.

The bill revises various components of the TANF, SNAP, and SR programs to better facilitate 

economic advancement and self-sufficiency. Specifically, the bill:

 Creates case management as a transitional benefit for families transitioning from TCA.

 Requires CareerSource Florida to use a tool to demonstrate future financial impacts of 

changes to benefits and income.

 Requires local workforce boards to administer, analyze, and use data from intake and exit

surveys of TCA recipients.

 Requires the Department of Children and Families to expand mandatory SNAP 

Employment and Training participation to include adults ages 18-59, who do not have 

children under age 18 in the home, or otherwise qualify for an exemption.

 Creates the School Readiness Plus Program that provides a child care subsidy for families

deemed ineligible on redetermination for the SR program, but have income between 85 

and 100 percent of the state median income.

The bill appropriates $23,076,259 in nonrecurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the 

Department of Education to implement the School Readiness Subsidy Program.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 114-1
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CS/CS/SB 1758 — Individuals with Disabilities
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee; and Senators 

Brodeur, Passidomo, Albritton, Avila, Baxley, Boyd, Bradley, Broxson, Burgess, Burton, 

Calatayud, Collins, Davis, DiCeglie, Garcia, Grall, Gruters, Harrell, Hooper, Hutson, Ingoglia, 

Jones, Martin, Mayfield, Osgood, Perry, Pizzo, Polsky, Powell, Rodriguez, Rouson, Simon, 

Stewart, Thompson, Torres, Trumbull, Wright, Yarborough, and Book

The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) provides services to eligible individuals with 

developmental disabilities under the Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) 

waiver. The HCBS waiver allows individuals to continue to live in their own homes or in another

homelike setting to avoid institutionalization. Applications submitted to the APD using a paper 

application are reviewed under statutory deadlines.

The bill amends multiple sections of law related to the APD to modernize the application process

and enhance an individual’s eligibility determination and enrollment experience. Specifically, the

bill:

 Requires the APD to offer care navigation services to clients and their caregivers, 

including, but not limited to, creating care plans that address immediate, intermediate, 

and long term needs and goals of the client.

 Modifies the application process for APD services, requiring the creation of an online 

application process and streamlines the timeframes the APD has to determine eligibility.

 Reduces the age requirement of a client’s caregiver in pre-enrollment category 4 from 70 

years of age to 60 years of age or older. This will allow a higher number of individuals to 

be included in category 4 of the pre-enrollment prioritization list.

 Requires iBudget waiver support coordinators to inform iBudget clients of the option to 

apply for the Consumer-Directed Care Plus (CDC+) program when creating family or 

individual support plans.

The bill also makes changes to programming offered by the APD:

 Transfers the Florida Unique Abilities Partner Program from the Department of 

Commerce to the Agency for Persons with Disabilities.

 Requires the Agency for Health Care Administration, the APD, and other stakeholders to 

develop a plan for a new home and community-based services Medicaid waiver program 

for clients transitioning to adulthood and requires a report to the Governor, President of 

the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1, 2024, on the 

progress of this plan.

The bill appropriates $16,562,703 in recurring funds from the General Revenue fund and 

$22,289,520 in recurring funds from the Operations and Maintenance Trust Fund to the APD to 

fund the expansion of services to additional clients.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.
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Vote: Senate 38-0; House 114-0
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HB 7001 — OGSR/Reporter of Child Abuse, Abandonment, or Neglect
by Ethics, Elections & Open Government Subcommittee and Rep. Tramont (SB 7036 by 

Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee)

The Open Government Sunset Review Act requires the Legislature to review each public record 

exemption and each public meeting exemption five years after enactment. If the Legislature does

not reenact the exemption, it automatically repeals on October 2nd of the fifth year after 

enactment.

The Department of Children and Families operates the Florida central abuse hotline (hotline), 

which accepts reports of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week. Any person who knows or suspects that a child is abused, abandoned, or neglected by a 

parent, legal custodian, caregiver, or other person responsible for the child’s welfare must report 

such information or suspicion to the hotline. Current law provides a public record exemption for 

the name of any person reporting child abuse, abandonment, or neglect, as well as other 

identifying information of such reporter.

The bill saves from repeal the public record exemption concerning all identifying information of 

a person other than a person’s name, which is already protected by law reporting child abuse, 

abandonment, or neglect.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, the 

bill takes effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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HB 7009 — OGSR/Mental Health Treatment and Services
by Ethics, Elections & Open Government Subcommittee and Rep. Griffitts (SB 7034 by 

Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee)

The Open Government Sunset Review Act requires the Legislature to review each public record 

exemption and each public meeting exemption five years after reenactment. If the Legislature 

does not reenact the exemption, it automatically repeals on October 2nd of the fifth year after 

enactment.

The Florida Mental Health Act, otherwise known as the Baker Act, provides legal procedures for

voluntary and involuntary mental health examination and treatment. A person may be admitted 

for mental health treatment on a voluntary or involuntary basis. Current law makes all petitions 

for voluntary and involuntary admission for mental health treatment, court orders, and related 

records filed with or by a court pursuant to a Baker Act confidential and exempt from public 

record requirements. The information contained in these court files may only be released to 

certain entities and individuals.

The bill saves from repeal the public records exemption relating to all petitions for voluntary and

involuntary admission for mental health treatment, court orders, and related records that are filed 

with or by a court pursuant to a Baker Act.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, the 

bill takes effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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CS/CS/HB 7021 — Mental Health and Substance Abuse
by Health & Human Services Committee; Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee; Children, 

Families & Seniors Subcommittee; and Rep. Maney and others (CS/SB 1784 by Fiscal Policy 

Committee and Senator Grall)

In Florida, the Baker Act provides a legal procedure for voluntary and involuntary mental health 

examination and treatment. The Marchman Act addresses substance abuse through a 

comprehensive system of prevention, detoxification, and treatment services. The Department of 

Children and Families (DCF) is the single state authority for substance abuse and mental health 

treatment services in Florida.

The bill makes substantive changes to both Florida’s Baker and Marchman Acts by combining 

processes for courts to order individuals to involuntary outpatient services and involuntary 

inpatient placement in the Baker Act, to streamline the process for obtaining involuntary 

services, and providing more flexibility for courts to meet individuals’ treatment needs. The bill 

also repeals existing provisions for court-ordered involuntary assessments and stabilization in the

Marchman Act, and creates a new consolidated involuntary treatment process.

The bill amends the Baker Act in that it:

 Combines and streamlines processes for courts to order individuals to involuntary 

outpatient services and involuntary inpatient placement.

 Provides cleaner and clearer processes for courts to meet an individuals’ treatment needs 

and provides needed flexibility to order outpatient services over inpatient placement or 

both when necessary.

 Prohibits courts from ordering an individual with a developmental disability who lacks a 

co-occurring mental illness to a state mental health treatment facility for involuntary 

inpatient placement.

 Authorizes certain parties and witnesses to appear remotely.

 Allows an individual to be admitted as a civil patient in a state mental health treatment 

facility without a transfer evaluation and prohibits a court, in a hearing for placement in a

treatment facility, from considering substantive information in the transfer evaluation 

unless the evaluator testifies at the hearing.

 Allows for consideration of the patient’s treatment history at the facility and any 

information regarding the patient’s condition and behavior provided by knowledgeable 

individuals to be considered in the criteria for involuntary examination.

 Allows the court to retain jurisdiction to enter further orders as needed.

The bill amends the Marchman Act in that it:

 Repeals existing provisions for court-ordered involuntary assessments and stabilization in

the Marchman Act, and creates a new consolidated involuntary treatment process.

 Authorizes witnesses to appear remotely.

 Allows an individual to be admitted as a civil patient in a state mental health treatment 

facility without a transfer evaluation.
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 Prohibits a court, in a hearing for placement in a treatment facility, from considering 

substantive information in the transfer evaluation unless the evaluator testifies at the 

hearing.

For both the Baker and Marchman Acts, the bill:

 Creates a more comprehensive and personalized discharge planning process.

 Requires specific information to be included in court orders requiring involuntary 

services.

 Requires the DCF to publish certain specified reports on its website.

 Removes limitations on advance practice registered nurses and physician assistants 

serving the physical health needs of individuals receiving psychiatric care.

 Allows a psychiatric nurse to release a patient from a receiving facility if certain criteria 

are met.

 Removes the 30-bed cap for crisis stabilization units.

The bill also creates the Office of Children’s Behavioral Health Ombudsman to be a central point

to receive complaints on behalf of children and adolescents with behavioral health disorders 

receiving services to use such information to improve the child and adolescent mental health 

treatment and support system.

The bill appropriates $50,000,000 to the Department of Children and Families to implement the 

substantive provisions of the bill and fund the likely increase in outpatient services orders.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 111-0
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CS/CS/HB 49 — Employment
by Local Administration, Federal Affairs & Special Districts Subcommittee; Regulatory Reform 

& Economic Development Subcommittee; and Rep. Chaney and others (SB 1596 by Senator 

Burgess)

The bill (Chapter 2024-25, L.O.F.):

 Clarifies that minors 15 years old or younger may not work more than 15 hours in any 

one week, when school is in session.

 Provides an exception for minors 16 and 17 years to work for more than 8 hours in any 

one day when school is scheduled the following day and the day of work is a holiday or a

Sunday.

 Provides that the cap of 30 hours per week when school is in session for minors 16 and 

17 years old may be waived by a minor’s parent or custodian or by the school 

superintendent or designee.

 Allows minors 16 and 17 years old to work more than 6 consecutive days in any one 

week by lowering the age limitation to minors 15 years old or younger.

 Requires that minors 16 and 17 years old who work for 8 hours or more in any one day 

may not work for more than 4 hours continuously without an interval of at least 30 

minutes for a meal period. The bill retains the limitation that minors 15 years old or 

younger may not work more than 4 hours continuously without an interval of at least 30 

minutes for a meal period.

 Provides that the work restrictions do not apply to:

o Minors enrolled in any educational institution, not just public schools, who qualify on 

a hardship basis and receive a waiver on hours from the school superintendent.

o Minors 16 and 17 years old who are in a home education program, or are enrolled in 

an approved virtual instruction program in which the minor is separated from the 

teacher by time only.

 Clarifies that the DBPR may grant a waiver of these restrictions.

 Clarifies that a violation by an employer of this section of law is punishable by fine and 

as a second degree misdemeanor as provided in s. 450.141, F.S.

These provisions were approved by the Governor and take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote:  Senate 27-11; House 76-33

Vote: Senate 27-11; House 76-33
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CS/HB 141 — Economic Development
by Ways & Means Committee and Rep. Abbott and others (CS/SB 196 by Appropriations 

Committee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development and Senator Simon)

The bill amends the Regional Rural Development Grants Program to:

 Eliminate the requirement that grant funds received by a regional economic development 

organization must be matched each year by nonstate resources in an amount equal to 25 

percent of the state contributions;

 Remove the requirement that the Department of Commerce must consider the 

demonstrated need of the applicant for assistance when approving participants for the 

program; and

 Remove the requirement that an applicant must show proof that each local government 

and the private sector made a financial or in-kind commitment to the regional 

organization in order to receive funding.

Additionally, the bill allows Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc., to retain interest earned on the funds in its

trust account rather than having those funds revert to the Triumph Gulf Coast Trust Fund. The 

funds are required to be used to make awards or pay for administrative costs.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0
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SB 304 — Household Moving Services
by Senator Hooper

The bill broadens protections for consumers who use intrastate moving services by:

 Providing additional registration and proof of registration requirements for movers and 

moving brokers;

 Providing for a required performance bond or certificate of deposit in certain 

circumstances for shippers’ moved goods;

 Requiring a binding estimate of the cost of services, including any applicable fees of a 

moving broker, to be provided by the mover to a prospective shipper;

 Requiring a moving broker to arrange with a registered mover for the loading, 

transportation, shipment, or unloading of household goods as part of a household move;

 Requiring a moving broker to include their registration number in all documents and 

advertisements, and include certain identifying information and information pertaining to 

applicable fees on any document provided by the moving broker to a shipper;

 Prohibiting a moving broker from providing an estimate or from entering into a contract 

or agreement for moving, loading, shipping, transporting, or unloading services with a 

shipper that was not prepared and electronically signed by a registered mover;

 Requiring the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to suspend a mover’s or

moving broker’s registration upon notification and subsequent written verification by a 

law enforcement agency, a court, a state attorney, or the Department of Law Enforcement

that such registrant is formally charged with a crime involving: 

o Fraud;

o Theft;

o Larceny;

o Embezzlement;

o Fraudulent conversion;

o Misappropriation of property; or

o A crime arising from conduct during a movement of household goods; and

 Clarifying that it is a felony of the third degree if a mover or mover’s employee, agent, or

contractor refuses to comply with an order from a law enforcement officer to relinquish a 

shipper’s household goods in certain situations.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0
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CS/CS/HB 433 — Employment Regulations
by Commerce Committee; Regulatory Reform & Economic Development Subcommittee; and 

Rep. Esposito and others (CS/SB 1492 by Commerce and Tourism Committee and Senator 

Trumbull)

Workplace Heat Exposure Requirements

A political subdivision is prohibited from:

 Requiring an employer or contractor to meet or provide heat exposure requirements that 

are not required under state or federal law;

 Giving preference in solicitations based upon employer heat exposure requirements; and

 Considering or seeking information relating to an employer’s heat exposure 

requirements.

The bill does not limit the authority of a political subdivision to provide heat exposure 

requirements not otherwise required under state or federal law for direct employees of the 

political subdivision. These heat exposure provisions do not apply if compliance will prevent the 

political subdivision from receiving federal funds.

Restrictions on Wage and Employment Benefits Requirements by Political Subdivisions

Starting September 30, 2026, a political subdivision is prohibited from preferring one contractor 

over another based on the wages or employment benefits provided by the contractor.

Starting September 30, 2026, a political subdivision cannot require or try to control a minimum 

wage or employment benefits for certain employees under the terms of a contract or otherwise 

through the purchasing power of the political subdivision.

The above provisions do not impair any contract entered into before September 30, 2026.

Preemption of Employee Scheduling Regulation

Local governments are prohibited from adopting or enforcing any regulation relating to 

scheduling, including predictive scheduling, by a private employer except as expressly 

authorized or required by state or federal law, rule, or regulation or pursuant to federal grant 

requirements.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except as otherwise provided.

Vote: Senate 24-15; House 74-36
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CS/HB 481 — Building Construction Regulations and System Warranties
by Civil Justice Subcommittee and Rep. Maggard (CS/SB 612 by Commerce and Tourism 

Committee and Senator Hooper)

The bill expands the kind of work that Class A and Class B air-conditioning contractors and 

mechanical contractors may undertake to include replacing, disconnecting, or reconnecting 

power wiring on the line side of a dedicated existing electrical disconnect switch on a single 

phase electrical system; and repairing or replacing power wiring, disconnects, breakers, or fuses 

for dedicated HVAC circuits with proper use of a circuit breaker lock.

The bill prohibits the conditioning of an HVAC system warranty on product registration, and 

specifies that the full length of such a warranty’s coverage term begins on the date a licensed 

contractor installs the system. The bill also requires that an HVAC warranty or product 

registration card or form must specify that the card or form is for the product registration and that

failure to complete and return the form does not diminish any warranty rights.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 117-0
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CS/SB 998 — Sale of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
by Fiscal Policy Committee and Senator Collins

The bill makes a number of changes with regard to the regulation of liquefied petroleum (LP) gas

by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS). Specifically the bill:

 Provides that a category I liquefied petroleum gas dealer license must include one 

licensed location, and may include up to two remote bulk storage locations, and that 

remote bulk storage locations must be located within 75 miles of the licensed location 

and included in the category I liquefied petroleum gas dealer license application;

 Specifies that a competency exam must be completed within 90 days after the application

has been accepted by the DACS;

 Requires that category I or category V qualifiers must have one year of verifiable LP gas 

experience;

 Clarifies that a qualifier for a business must actually function in a position with authority 

to monitor and enforce safety provisions at the licensed location, and that a separate 

qualifier is required for every 10 employees performing LP gas activities;

 Provides that a person may not act as a master qualifier for more than one licensee;

 Empowers the DACS to revoke the license of a qualifier or master qualifier who 

demonstrates a lack of trustworthiness;

 Gives the DACS the authority to condemn unsafe equipment and issue an immediate 

final order requiring the immediate removal of LP gas that is deemed a threat to public 

health;

 Adjusts language relating to aggregate capacity of containers;

 Requires LP gas technicians to provide their name and qualifier number on all work 

orders;

 Prohibits anyone other than those authorized from adding or removing gas from a 

customer’s tank, and gives the DACS the authority to adopt rules to provide exceptions 

for emergencies; and

 Revises and clarifies the minimum storage requirement to account for aggregate storage.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0
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CS/CS/SB 1198 — Corporate Actions
by Rules Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senator Martin

The bill provides a statutory ratification procedure for corporate actions that may not have been 

properly authorized, and for shares that may have been improperly issued. These improperly 

authorized corporate actions, that would otherwise be proper, are called defective corporate 

actions.

The bill provides a statutory ratification process that is intended to supplement common law 

ratification. The ratification procedure is intended to be available only where there is objective 

evidence that a corporate action was defectively implemented. Subsequent ratified defective 

corporate actions will remain subject to equitable review. The bill gives specified affected parties

the ability to file motions in the circuit court of the applicable county.

The bill also provides a statutory method, through filing a single composite statement, for a 

registered agent to resign from more than one corporate entity at a time, if the specified entity 

has been dissolved, administratively or voluntarily, for 10 years or longer. The bill applies to the 

following business entity types:

 Limited liability companies or foreign limited liability companies;

 Corporations; and

 Corporations not for profit.

Finally, the bill keeps the fee to file the registered agent resignation the same for the above listed 

business entity types, even if filing to resign from more than one entity at a time.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 114-0
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CS/CS/SB 1420 — Department of Commerce
by Rules Committee; Commerce and Tourism Committee; and Senator Burgess

The bill makes the following changes that impact the Department of Commerce (DCM):

 Specifies that a citizen-led county charter amendment not required to be approved by the 

board of county commissioners which preempts certain land development decisions is 

prohibited, unless expressly authorized in the county charter that was lawful and in effect 

on January 1, 2024. This provision is effective upon becoming a law.

 Provides that if the local government doesn’t hold a second public hearing and adopt a 

comprehensive plan amendment within 180 days after the DCM provides comments, the 

amendment is deemed withdrawn; and provides that comprehensive plan amendments are

deemed withdrawn if the local government fails to transmit the comprehensive plan 

amendment to the DCM within 10 working days after the final adoption hearing.

 Deletes an outdated requirement that the Florida Sports Foundation must continue 

amateur sports programs previously conducted by the Florida Governor’s Council on 

Physical Fitness and Amateur Sports.

 Extends the repayment period of the Local Government Emergency Revolving Bridge 

Loan Program from 5 to 10 years, and directs the DCM to amend existing loans executed 

before February 1, 2024, to increase the loan term to a total of 10 years from the original 

date of execution. This provision is effective upon becoming a law.

 Requires the DCM to establish a direction-support organization (DSO) to take over the 

duties of the Florida Defense Support Task Force; provides for organizational 

composition; revises the mission of the DSO; requires the DSO to operate under a 

contract with the DCM; revises the due date for the annual report; and provides a repeal 

date of October 1, 2029.

 Creates a Supply Chain Innovation Grant Program within the DCM; requires the DCM to

jointly select grants with the Florida Department of Transportation; provides that priority 

must be given to projects with innovative plans, advanced technologies, and development

strategies that focus on future growth and economic prosperity; requires the Office of 

Economic and Demographic Research and the Office of Program Policy Analysis and 

Government Accountability to review the program by January 1, 2027, and every three 

years thereafter; and provides the program expires June 30, 2034. Neither the bill nor the 

General Appropriations Act provides funding for this program.

 Revises the term “businesses” in the Incumbent Worker Training Program to include 

healthcare facilities and allied health care opportunities, and revises the funding priority 

to provide that health care facilities, in addition to hospitals, operated by nonprofit or 

local government entities that provide opportunities in health care, are eligible for the 

funding.

 Provides that specified members of the state workforce development board are voting 

members.

 Specifies that a homeowner’s association’s proposed revived declaration of covenants 

and articles of incorporation and bylaws must be submitted to the DCM within 60 days 

after obtaining valid written consent from a majority of the affected parcel owners, or 
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within 60 days after the date the documents are approved by affected parcel owners by a 

vote at a meeting.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024, except where otherwise expressly provided.

Vote: Senate 38-1; House 104-9
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CS/HB 103 — Pub. Rec./County and City Attorneys
by Civil Justice Subcommittee and Rep. Arrington and others (CS/SB 712 by Rules Committee 

and Senator Powell)

The bill creates a public records exemption for specified personal information of current county 

attorneys, deputy county attorneys, assistant county attorneys, city attorneys, deputy city 

attorneys, and assistant city attorneys. Personal information relating to their spouses and children

is likewise exempt. The specific personal information made exempt from public records 

disclosure requirements includes:

 Home addresses, telephone numbers, photographs and dates of birth of the specified 

county and city attorneys;

 Names, home addresses, telephone numbers, photographs, places of employment, and 

dates of birth of the spouses and children of the specified county and city attorneys; and

 Names and locations of schools and day care facilities attended by the children of the 

specified county and city attorneys.

The bill is subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act and stands repealed on 

October 2, 2029, unless reviewed and saved from the repeal through reenactment by the 

Legislature.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-1; House 119-0
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HB 113 — Tax Collections and Sales
by Rep. Maney and others (SB 216 by Senators Hooper and Gruters)

The bill makes various clarifying changes to local governments’ annual tax collection 

administration to reflect current best practices related to errors and insolvencies reports and tax 

certificate sales. Specifically, the bill:

 Removes a defunct $10 processing fee associated with partial payment of current year 

taxes which has not been collected in recent years;

 Requires that tax collectors include properties subject to federal bankruptcies, properties 

in which the taxes are below the minimum tax bill, and properties assigned to the list of 

lands available for taxes in their report on tax collections submitted annually to the board 

of county commissioners; and

 Clarifies the status of a tax certificate following cancellation of a tax deed application. 

Upon cancellation of a tax deed application due to failure to pay costs to bring the 

property to sale, the tax certificate on which the canceled tax deed application was based 

shall earn interest at the original bid rate of that certificate and remain inclusive of other 

taxes and costs paid associated with bringing the application.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 31-0; House 110-0



THE FLORIDA SENATE

2024 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Community Affairs

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/CS/SB 224 Page 1

CS/CS/SB 224 — Citizen Volunteer Advisory Committees
by Rules Committee; Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee; and Senator 

Wright

The bill authorizes certain regional citizen volunteer advisory committees to conduct public 

meetings and workshops by means of communications media technology, as permitted by the 

Administrative Procedures Act. This authorization applies to volunteer citizen advisory 

committees created to provide technical expertise and support to the National Estuary Program 

whose membership is composed of representatives from four or more counties.  

The National Estuary Program is a non-regulatory program, administered by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, to identify Estuaries of National Significance and support the 

development of comprehensive management plans to assure such estuaries maintain their 

ecological integrity. There are currently four recognized National Estuary Programs in Florida:

 Coastal and Heartland National Estuary Program.

 Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program.

 Sarasota National Estuary Program.

 Tampa Bay National Estuary Program.

Each National Estuary Program is governed by a body known as a National Estuary Program 

management conference, which may appoint advisory committees to advise the conference on 

various topics such as research, restoration, technical expertise, public involvement, and resource

management. Some management conferences have entered into partnerships with special 

districts through interlocal agreements to serve as the advisory committee. Meetings of these 

advisory committees are open to the public.

Communications media technology is defined in law as the electronic transmission of printed 

matter, audio, full-motion video, freeze-frame video, compressed video, and digital video by any 

method available. The bill requires that the use of communications media technology at an 

advisory committee meeting or workshop must allow for all persons attending to audibly 

communicate as if the person is physically present. Additionally, the notice of the meeting or 

workshop must state whether communications media technology will be used and how an 

interested person may participate. An advisory committee member who participates in a meeting 

or workshop by means of communications media technology is deemed to be present at such 

meeting or workshop.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0
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CS/CS/CS/HB 267 — Building Regulations
by Commerce Committee; Local Administration, Federal Affairs & Special Districts 

Subcommittee; Regulatory Reform & Economic Development Subcommittee; and Rep. Esposito

and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 684 by Rules Committee; Fiscal Policy Committee; Community 

Affairs Committee; and Senator DiCeglie)

Building Permit Processing Timeframes

The bill provides a number of revisions to current law to adjust the statutory timeframes for local

governments to process building permit applications and to notify permit applicants of any 

deficiencies. Specifically, the bill requires local governments to approve, approve with 

conditions, or deny a complete and sufficient permit application within the following 

timeframes:

 30 business days for the following permits for structures that are less than 7,500 square 

feet: single-family residential unit or dwelling, accessory structure, alarm, electrical, 

irrigation, landscaping, mechanism, plumbing, or roofing.

 60 business days for the above-mentioned permits for structures more than 7,500 square 

feet.

 60 business days for signs and nonresidential buildings less than 25,000 square feet.

 60 business days for multifamily residential not exceeding 50 units, certain site-plan 

approvals and subdivision plats, and lot grading and site alteration.

 12 business days for master building permits for site-specific building permit.

 10 business days for single-family dwellings utilizing the Community Development 

Block Grant-Disaster Recovery Program. 

If a local government fails to meet a deadline provided in the bill, it must reduce the building 

permit fee by 10 percent for each business day that it fails to meet the deadline, with certain 

exceptions. The bill also revises the timeframe for local governments to provide written notice to

an applicant specifically stating the reasons the permit application is deficient and to provide the 

applicant an opportunity to resubmit revisions.

Private Providers

Current law allows property owners and contractors to hire licensed building code officials, 

engineers, and architects, referred to as private providers, to review building plans, perform 

building inspections, and prepare certificates of completion. The bill makes the following 

changes concerning private providers:

 Requires local governments to process a building permit application associated with a 

private provider who is a licensed engineer or architect within 10 days.

 Requires local governments to create standard operating private provider audit 

procedures in order to be able to audit the performance of building code inspection 

services by private providers.
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 Reduces the number of times a local government can audit a private provider from four 

times per month to four times per year.

 Removes a provisions requiring a private provider to notify a local government by a 

specified day and time when performing an inspection.

Window and Door Replacements

The bill directs the Florida Building Commission to modify the Florida Building Code to state 

that sealed drawings by a design professional are not required for the replacement of windows, 

doors, or garage doors in an existing one-family or two-family dwelling or townhouse, if all of 

the following conditions are met:

 The replacement windows, doors, or garage doors are installed in accordance with the 

manufacturer's instructions for the appropriate wind zone.

 The replacement windows, doors, or garage doors meet the design pressure requirements 

in the most recent version of the Florida Building Code, Residential.

 A copy of the manufacturer's instructions is submitted with the permit application in a 

printed or digital format.

 The replacement windows, doors, or garage doors are the same size and are installed in 

the same opening as the existing windows, doors, or garage doors.

Unvented Attic Requirements

The bill creates a new section of law to provide thermal efficiency standards for unvented attic 

and unvented enclosed rafter assemblies. The Florida Building Commission must review these 

provisions and consider any technical changes thereto and report such findings to the Legislature 

by December 31, 2024.

Building Code Inspector and Plans Examiner Licensure

The bill allows an internship program for residential inspectors to satisfy the internship 

requirement to qualify an applicant to sit for the building code inspector or plans licensure exam.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025, except where otherwise provided.

Vote: Senate 36-0; House 83-29
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CS/CS/SB 328 — Affordable Housing
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senators Calatayud, Osgood, 

and Stewart

The bill amends various provisions of the Live Local Act (Chapter 2023-17, L.O.F.), passed 

during the 2023 Regular Session, which made substantial changes and additions to affordable 

housing related programs and policies at both the state and local level.

The bill amends the 2023 Live Local Act’s land use and zoning provisions for affordable 

multifamily rental developments to:

 Preempt a local government’s floor area ratio for qualifying developments.

 Specify that a local government must reduce parking requirements for qualifying 

developments by at least 20 percent if the development is located within one-half mile of 

certain transportation facilities and has available parking within 600 feet.

 Modify the building height entitlement to address situations where a qualifying 

development is adjacent to single family parcels.

 Prohibit qualifying developments within one-quarter mile of a military installation from 

being approved administratively.

 Exempt certain airport-impacted areas from the zoning and land use entitlements.

 Make clarifying changes pertaining to the density, height, and floor area ratio 

entitlements for qualifying developments.

 Require qualifying developments be treated as a conforming use.

 Require local governments to publish procedures and expectations for the administrative 

approval of qualifying developments.  

 Clarify that only the affordable units in a qualifying development must be rental units.

 Impose special qualifiers for developments within a transit-oriented development or area.

The bill makes a special provision to allow an applicant of a qualifying development who 

applied to the local government prior to the effective date of the bill to proceed under the 

applicable land use and zoning provisions of the Live Local Act as they existed as the time of 

submittal of the application.

The bill also amends the ad valorem tax exemptions of the Live Local Act, established to 

incentivize development of multifamily rental units for individuals and families at specified 

household income levels. The bill clarifies administrative procedures for the exemptions, allows 

developments in the Florida Keys to set aside fewer rent-restricted units to qualify for the 

exemption in s. 196.1978, F.S., and prohibits owners from using exempt units as vacation 

rentals.

The bill appropriates $100 million in non-recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund to the 

Florida Housing Finance Corporation (FHFC) to administer the Florida Hometown Hero 

Program and makes one programmatic change. The Florida Hometown Hero Program was 

codified into law by the Live Local Act to provide down payment assistance to first-time Florida 
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homebuyers meeting certain household income thresholds. Finally, the bill clarifies the authority 

of the FHFC to preclude developers from participating in FHFC programs for certain violations.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming a law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-1
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CS/HB 479 — Alternative Mobility Funding Systems
by Commerce Committee and Rep. Robinson, W. and others (CS/SB 688 by Rules Committee 

and Senator Martin)

The bill revises provisions concerning impact fees and concurrency and provides additional 

guidance concerning mobility fees. In furtherance of comprehensive planning, local governments

charge impact fees, generally as a condition for the issuance of a project’s building permit, to 

maintain various civic services amid growth. While some local governments charge traditional 

impact fees related to transportation improvements, others have shifted to mobility-based fees 

which promote compact, mixed-use, and energy-efficient development. The interaction of 

counties’ and municipalities’ mixed use of fees has given rise to a need for guidelines related to 

administration.

Specifically, the bill:

 Provides definitions for “mobility fee” and “mobility plan” to be used within the 

Community Planning Act;

 Provides that local governments adopting and collecting impact fees by ordinance or 

resolution must use localized data based on a regularly updated study;

 Provides that after an applicant makes its contribution or constructs its proportionate 

share, the project must be allowed to proceed;

 Requires local governments charging overlapping transportation impact fees to 

coordinate calculation and collections through interlocal agreement;

 Provides default method for collection and distribution, including a penalty on fees 

charged by local governments that have failed to execute an interlocal agreement; and

 Provides that holders of transportation or road impact fee credits, which existed before 

the adoption of the mobility fee-based funding system, are entitled to the full benefit of 

the intensity and density prepaid.

The interlocal agreement provisions do not apply to Miami-Dade County or any county or 

municipality which has entered into or otherwise updated an existing interlocal agreement as of 

October 1, 2024.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-1; House 115-0
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CS/HB 705 — Public Works Projects
by Local Administration, Federal Affairs & Special Districts Subcommittee and Rep. Shoaf 

(CS/SB 742 by Community Affairs Committee and Senator Grall)

Current law prohibits the state or political subdivisions from imposing certain requirements such 

as regional preference, minimum wages, and single source hiring on contractors for 

competitively bid public works projects utilizing state-appropriated funds. The bill revises the 

definition of “public works project” related to this prohibition to include those paid for with local

or state funds, rather than limited to projects including state funding.

The bill clarifies that the term “public works project” does not include the provision of goods, 

services, or work incidental to the public works project, such as the provision of security 

services, janitorial services, landscaping services, maintenance services, transportation services, 

or other services that do not require a construction contracting license or do not involve 

supplying or carrying construction materials for a public works project.

The bill provides an exception permitting a county or municipality to engage in local preference-

limiting eligible bidders for projects based on geographic location of the contractor, 

subcontractor, or supplier with respect to public works projects for which the local government is

the sole funding source.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 28-12; House 80-32
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CS/CS/SB 770 — Improvements to Real Property
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Martin

The bill substantially amends a program authorized in current law, commonly known as the 

“Property Assessed Clean Energy” or “PACE” program, which allows property owners to make 

qualifying improvements to real property and finance the cost through annual non-ad valorem 

tax assessments. Qualifying improvements are those that enhance energy efficiency, renewable 

energy, wind resistance, and newly added by the bill wastewater treatment, flood and water 

damage mitigation, and sustainable building improvements.

The bill significantly restructures statutes related to the PACE program in order to enhance 

certain protections for consumers entering into PACE contracts, ensure oversight for contractors 

that install improvements, and expand the universe of improvements this financing may be 

utilized to install. Specifically, the bill:

 Divides commercial and residential PACE programs into separate statutes to provide 

separate procedures and protections;

 Adds waste system, flood and water damage mitigation, and resiliency improvements to 

qualified improvements, depending on if the improvement is for a residential or 

commercial program;

 Provides that a program administrator may only offer a program for financing qualifying 

improvements to residential or commercial property within the jurisdiction of a county or

municipality which has authorized by ordinance or resolution the administration of the 

program;

 Creates for both residential and commercial financing a list of findings and disclosures, 

including the ability to pay and certain terms and conditions of the loan, which must 

precede a financing agreement;

 Sets requirements for program administrators to be able to participate in local programs;

 Requires contractor registration and provides for oversight of behavior of contractors 

utilized by program administrators to enter and perform contracted services under PACE 

programs;

 Provides parameters for solicitation and advertising and unenforceable financing 

agreements; and

 Enacts reporting requirements for program administrators and operational audit 

requirements to be performed annually by the Auditor General.

The bill allows current contracts, agreements, or other authorization between a county or 

municipality and a program administrator to continue without additional action.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 34-2; House 87-24
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CS/CS/CS/SB 812 — Expedited Approval of Residential Building Permits
by Rules Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and 

Senator Ingoglia

The bill requires certain local governments to create a program to expedite the issuance of 

residential building permits based on a preliminary plat and to issue the number or percentage of 

permits requested by an applicant if certain conditions are met. Local governments required to 

establish this expedited program are counties with 75,000 residents or more (except for Monroe 

County) and municipalities that have 10,000 residents or more and 25 acres or more of 

contiguous land designated for agricultural or residential purposes.

By October 1, 2024, applicable local governments must establish the program and allow an 

applicant to request up to 50 percent of the permits for a residential subdivision or planned 

community. By December 31, 2027, applicable local governments must update their program to 

allow an applicant to request up to 75 percent of the permits of the development.   

The bill provides that an applicant for a building permit may not obtain a temporary or final 

certificate of occupancy for each residential structure or building until the final plat is approved 

by the governing body and recorded in the public records. Additionally, an applicant may 

contract to sell, but may not transfer ownership of, a residential structure or building located in 

the preliminary plat before the final plat is approved by the local government.

The bill further allows an applicant to use a private provider to expedite the application process 

for building permits after a preliminary plat is approved, and requires local governments to 

establish a registry of qualified contractors whom the local government can use for assistance in 

processing and expediting the review of applications for preliminary plats.

Finally, the bill provides that vested rights may be formed in a preliminary plat, under certain 

circumstances.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 89-25
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SB 958 — Local Government Employees
by Senators Martin and Perry

The bill raises the statutory base salary rates for tax collectors and district school superintendents

by $5,000. Salaries for these positions are calculated through a formula beginning with the base 

rate and accounting for county population and certain annualized factors.

The bill also makes various changes to benefits and incentive programs for tax collector 

employees in order to promote retention. The bill provides that tax collector employees who are 

domiciled in Florida and who adopt a child within the child welfare system are eligible for a 

lump-sum monetary benefit associated with adoption. The bill also permits county tax collectors 

to budget for and pay a hiring or retention bonus to employees, if such expenditure is approved 

by the Department of Revenue or board of county commissioners.

The bill finally allows district school boards to contract with the county tax collector for a tax 

collector employee to administer road tests for driver licensure on school grounds at schools 

within the district.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 34-0; House 110-3
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CS/SB 1082 — Housing for Legally Verified Agricultural Workers
by Rules Committee and Senator Collins

The bill preempts a local government from inhibiting the construction or installation of housing 

for legally verified agricultural workers on land classified as agricultural if the housing meets 

certain criteria related to location and construction.

The bill provides that a local ordinance regulating such housing must comply with state and 

federal regulations for migrant farmworker housing, including rules adopted by the Department 

of Health and federal regulations under the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection

Act or the H-2A visa program. As the bill establishes maximum requirements for such housing, a

local government may validly adopt less restrictive land use regulations. The bill provides for 

circumstances requiring the removal or disuse of such housing and recordkeeping requirements 

for property owners of housing sites.

The bill further provides that the construction or installation of housing for seasonal agricultural 

employees in the Florida Keys and City of Key West Areas of Critical State Concern is subject 

to the permit allocation system in place for those areas.

The bill grandfathers housing sites constructed and in use before July 1, 2024, which may 

continue to be used. The property owner may not be required to make changes to meet the 

requirements of the bill, unless the housing site will be enlarged, remodeled, renovated, or 

rehabilitated.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 34-0; House 113-0
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CS/HB 1161 — Verification of Eligibility for Homestead Exemption
by Ways & Means Committee and Reps. Arrington, Keen, and others (CS/CS/SB 172 by 

Finance and Tax Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senators Polsky, Osgood, and 

Book)

The bill requires the Department of Revenue to create a form that a property appraiser may use 

to provide a person with tentative verification of that person’s eligibility to receive an ad valorem

property tax exemption related to the applicant’s status as a disabled veteran after the purchase of

homestead property. The person must submit forms, documentation, and other necessary proof of

qualification for the exemption or discount.

The bill provides that decisions by property appraisers whether to consider a request for the 

tentative verification or regarding a person’s eligibility are not subject to administrative or 

judicial review under ch. 194, F.S. Currently, this is a service which is not required but may be 

undertaken by local property appraisers at their own discretion.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 112-0
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CS/CS/HB 1365 — Unauthorized Public Camping and Public Sleeping
by Health & Human Services Committee; Judiciary Committee; and Rep. Garrison and others 

(CS/CS/SB 1530 by Fiscal Policy Committee; Judiciary Committee; and Senator Martin)

The bill preempts counties and municipalities from authorizing individuals to regularly sleep or 

camp on public property, at public buildings, or on public rights-of-way within their 

jurisdictions. The prohibitions against camping or sleeping on public property do not apply when

the Governor has declared a state of emergency or when local officers have declared a local state

of emergency pursuant to ch. 870, F.S.

The bill authorizes counties and municipalities to designate public property for public camping 

or sleeping by majority vote. Before use, such designated property must be certified by the 

Department of Children and Families that the local government and the property meet certain 

requirements. A designated property may not be used continuously for longer than 1 year and, 

except for properties in fiscally constrained counties that make certain findings, must meet 

specified minimum standards and procedures. The Department of Children and Families may 

inspect the property and recommend decertification if requirements for the designation are no 

longer being met.

Effective January 1, 2025, the bill authorizes a resident, local business owner, or the Attorney 

General to bring a civil action against a county or municipality to enjoin practices of allowing 

unlawful sleeping or camping on public property. When filing an application for an injunction, 

the plaintiff must also file an affidavit demonstrating that the governmental entity has been 

notified of the problem and that the problem has not been cured. A prevailing plaintiff may 

recover reasonable expenses incurred in bringing the action.

Individuals who sleep or camp on public property without authorization are not subject to 

penalties under the bill.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024, except where otherwise provided.

Vote: Senate 27-12; House 82-26



THE FLORIDA SENATE

2024 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Community Affairs

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/CS/SB 1456 Page 1

CS/CS/SB 1456 — Counties Designated as Areas of Critical State Concern
by Finance and Tax Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Rodriguez

The bill provides various changes applying specifically to the Florida Keys and the City of Key 

West Areas of Critical State Concern. Development in these areas is subject to limits that 

maintain the ability to evacuate permanent residents 24 hours before a hurricane strikes, with 

non-permanent residents and visitors evacuated earlier. The bill revises the evacuation time 

criteria to provide that mobile home residents are not considered permanent residents to be 

evacuated in the last phase. The bill also clarifies that, for the purpose of calculations on 

evacuation time, Key West must be included with the other keys.

The bill also authorizes land authorities, which operate in areas of critical state concern, (i.e., the 

Monroe County Land Authority) to require compliance with income limitations on land 

conveyed for affordable housing by memorializing the original land authority funding or 

contribution in a recordable perpetual deed restriction. Additionally, until July 1, 2029, a county 

or municipality within an area of critical state concern is exempt from certain local housing 

assistance trust fund requirements to allow more flexibility in the households awarded.

Finally the bill allows a county designated as an area of critical state concern (i.e., Monroe 

County) to use any accumulated surplus revenue from tourist development and impact taxes 

incurred through September 30, 2024, for affordable housing. Revenues from these taxes may 

only be used for specified purposes, typically directly related to the tourism industry. The 

expenditure of funds on affordable housing under this bill cannot exceed $35 million, and is 

subject to approval by a majority vote of the board of county commissioners. Affordable housing

must be available to employees of private sector tourism-related businesses in the county. Any 

housing financed from the accumulated surplus must be used to provide affordable housing for 

no less than 99 years.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 115-0
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CS/SB 1526 — Local Regulation of Nonconforming and Unsafe Structures
by Environment and Natural Resources Committee and Senator Avila

The bill creates the Resiliency and Safe Structures Act, providing that a local government may 

not prohibit, restrict, or prevent the demolition of certain qualifying structures and buildings for 

any reason other than public safety. This applies to any structure or building on a property at 

least partially seaward of the coastal construction control line which has been determined to be 

unsafe or ordered demolished by a local building official, or does not conform to the base flood 

elevation requirements for new construction issued by the National Flood Insurance Program for 

the applicable zone. The bill does not, however, apply to:

 Structures or buildings individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places;

 Single-family homes;

 Contributing structures or buildings within a historic district which was listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places before January 1, 2000; or

 Structures or buildings located on a barrier island in a municipality with a population of 

less than 10,000 according to the most recent decennial census and which has at least six 

city blocks that are not located in zones V, VE, AO, or AE, as identified in the Flood 

Insurance Rate Map issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

A local government may only administratively review an application for a demolition permit for 

compliance with safety codes and regulations applicable to a similarly situated parcel. The local 

government may not impose additional local land development regulations or public hearings on 

an applicant for a demolition permit under this bill.

The bill provides that a local government must authorize replacement structures for qualifying 

buildings to be developed to the maximum height and overall building size allowed for a 

similarly situated parcel within the same zoning district. The bill prohibits a local government 

from imposing certain restrictions and limitations on a replacement structure to be built on the 

property where a qualifying structure was demolished.

The bill also includes a preemption provision that prohibits a local government from adopting or 

enforcing a law that in any way limits the demolition of a qualifying structure or that limits the 

development of a replacement structure. A local government may not penalize an owner or a 

developer of a replacement structure or otherwise enact laws that defeat the intent of the bill. 

Any local government law contrary to this bill is void.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming a law.

Vote: Senate 36-2; House 86-29
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CS/CS/SB 1628 — Local Government Actions
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Collins

The bill reduces the exceptions to the requirement that counties and cities, respectively, produce 

or have produced a “business impact estimate” prior to passing an ordinance. A local 

government must generally, with certain exceptions, complete a business impact estimate, which 

includes an estimate of the direct economic impact of the government action, before passing an 

ordinance. The bill provides that local governments must complete a business impact statement 

prior to adopting and implementing a comprehensive plan amendment or land development 

regulation amendment, other than those amendments initiated by a private party.

The bill also provides that a local government holding a referendum on approving a bond issue in

an amount greater than $500 million must do so at a general election, as opposed to a special 

election held for that purpose.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 30-1; House 84-30
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CS/CS/SB 1704 — Sheriffs in Consolidated Governments
by Rules Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senator Yarborough

The bill provides that two current laws, the first of which permits a sheriff to transfer funds 

between categories and code levels after their budget has been approved, and the second of 

which retains the independence of the Sheriff in certain personnel and procurement decisions, 

apply to the Sheriff of a consolidated government.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 25-12; House 86-23
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SB 1720 — Marine Encroachment on Military Operations
by Senator Rodriguez

The Community Planning Act in ch. 163, part II, F.S., promotes cooperation between local 

governments and nearby military installations to encourage compatible land use, help prevent 

incompatible encroachment, and facilitate the continued presence of major military installations 

in Florida.

Current law identifies 16 major military installations that, due to their mission and activities, 

have a greater potential for experiencing compatibility and coordination issues with local 

government planning than others. For these identified installations, local governments must 

transmit to the commanding officer information relating to proposed changes to comprehensive 

plans, plan amendments, and proposed changes to land development regulations which, if 

approved, would affect the use of land adjacent to or in close proximity to the military 

installation. The local government must take into consideration the advisory comments submitted

by the commanding officer on the impact of proposed changes on the mission of the military 

installation.   

The bill adds various annexes and a range at Naval Air Station Key West that require 

coordination with local government on land use decisions. These include the annexes across 

Boca Chica Key and Key West as well as the Fleming Bay/Patton Water Drop Zone training 

range used by the Army Special Forces Underwater Operations School.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 36-0; House 114-0
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CS/HB 7011 — Inactive Special Districts
by State Affairs Committee; Local Administration, Federal Affairs & Special Districts 

Subcommittee; and Rep. Persons-Mulicka (CS/SB 1052 by Community Affairs Committee and 

Senator Hutson)

The bill dissolves the following special districts created by special act, which have been declared

inactive by the Department of Commerce, and repeals their enabling laws:

 Calhoun County Transportation Authority.

 Dead Lakes Water Management District.

 Highland View Water and Sewer District.

 West Orange Airport Authority.

The bill also dissolves the Sunny Isles Reclamation and Water Control Board and repeals the 

judicial order establishing the district.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/HB 7013 — Special Districts
by State Affairs Committee; Ways & Means Committee; Local Administration, Federal Affairs 

& Special Districts Subcommittee; and Rep. Persons-Mulicka (CS/SB 1058 by Community 

Affairs Committee and Senator Hutson)

The bill revises numerous provisions relating to special districts. A “special district” is a unit of 

local government created for a particular purpose, with jurisdiction to operate within a limited 

geographic boundary. Specifically the bill makes changes by:

 Creating a 12-year consecutive term limit for elected members of governing bodies of 

most types of independent special districts;

 Providing that boundaries of independent special districts may only be changed by an act 

of the Legislature, with an exception;

 Repealing provisions that allow special districts to convert to a municipality without 

legislative approval;

 Adding additional criteria for declaring a special district inactive;

 Revising notice and procedures for proposed declaration of inactive status;

 Authorizing districts that have been declared inactive to expend funds in certain 

instances;

 Requiring all special districts to adopt goals and objectives, as well as performance 

measures and standards to determine if those goals and objectives are being achieved;

 Requiring independent special fire control districts to report certain information to the 

Division of the State Fire Marshal;

 Reducing the maximum ad valorem millage rate that may be levied by a mosquito control

district from 10 mills to one mill, with one exception;

 Requiring mosquito control districts to meet certain conditions required to participate in 

state programs; and

 Prohibiting the creation of new safe neighborhood improvement districts and requiring 

the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability to conduct a 

performance review of existing safe neighborhood improvement districts.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 112-1
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CS/SB 7054 — Private Activity Bonds
by Appropriations Committee and Community Affairs Committee

The bill substantially revises Part VI, Private Activity Bonds, of ch. 159, F.S. The bill 

modernizes, updates, and streamlines out-of-date provisions throughout the part and codifies 

certain Division of Bond Finance (division) rules related to the administration of private activity 

bonds. Specifically, the bill:

 Provides legislative intent to maximize the annual use of private activity bonds to finance

improvements, projects, and programs serving public purposes and benefitting the social 

and economic well-being of Floridians;

 Refines and adds definitions used throughout;

 Revises the regions, pools, and timelines related to bond allocations to consolidate 

infrequently used pools and expedite usage of bonds;

 Codifies current rules and procedures related to requests for volume limitation by notice 

of intent to issue, evaluation of such notices, and the division’s role in final certification 

of bond issuance;

 Allows for all volume cap allocated in a confirmation to be entitled to be carried forward,

rather than limiting it to specific types of projects or basing it on the amount of the 

confirmation;

 Replaces the existing processes for requesting and granting allocation of volume cap with

an electronic application wherein all notices and issuance reports will be submitted on the

division’s website in lieu of via certified/overnight mail;

 Repeals the division’s rulemaking authority; and

 Amends related statutes to correct cross references and outdated references.

The bill combines certain bond allocation pools into a single pool available for all bonds other 

than those issued to finance affordable housing projects. The bill also consolidates a number of 

regions from the existing regional allocation pools and specifies that the regional pools are 

specific to affordable housing projects.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 109-1
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SB 184 — Impeding, Threatening, or Harassing First Responders
by Senators Avila and Hooper

The bill provides that it is a second degree misdemeanor for any person, after receiving a verbal 

warning not to approach from a person he or she knows or reasonably should know is a first 

responder, who is engaged in the lawful performance of a legal duty, to violate such warning and

approach or remain within 25 feet of the first responder, with the intent to:

 Impede or interfere with the first responder’s ability to perform such duty;

 Threaten the first responder with physical harm; or

 Harass the first responder.

The bill defines “first responder” as a law enforcement officer, correctional probation officer, 

firefighter, or an emergency medical care provider. The bill defines “harass” to mean to willfully

engage in a course of conduct directed at a first responder which intentionally causes substantial 

emotional distress in that first responder and serves no legitimate purpose.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect January 1, 2025.

Vote: Senate 39-1; House 85-27
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CS/CS/CS/HB 275 — Offenses Involving Critical Infrastructure
by Judiciary Committee; Energy, Communications & Cybersecurity Subcommittee; Criminal 

Justice Subcommittee; and Rep. Canady and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 340 by Fiscal Policy 

Committee; Regulated Industries Committee; Criminal Justice Committee; and Senator 

Yarborough)

The bill creates s. 812.141, F.S., relating to offenses involving critical infrastructure. The bill 

creates new felony offenses and provides for civil remedies if a person is found to have 

improperly tampered with critical infrastructure.

The bill defines “critical infrastructure” to mean any linear asset or any specified entities for 

which the owner or operator thereof has employed measures designed to exclude unauthorized 

persons, including, but not limited to, fences, barriers, guard posts, or signs prohibiting trespass.

“Improperly tampers” means to cause, or attempt to cause, significant damage to, or a significant

interruption or impairment of a function of, critical infrastructure without permission or authority

to do so.

A person commits a second degree felony if he or she knowingly and intentionally improperly 

tampers with critical infrastructure which results in:

 Damage to such critical infrastructure that is $200 or more; or

 The interruption or impairment of the function of such critical infrastructure which costs 

$200 or more in labor and supplies to restore.

The bill provides that a person who is found in a civil action to have improperly tampered with 

critical infrastructure based on a conviction of the above described crime is liable to the owner or

operator of the critical infrastructure.

A person commits a third degree felony crime of trespass if he or she, without being authorized, 

licensed, or invited, willfully enters upon or remains upon critical infrastructure as to which 

notice against entering or remaining in is given.

A person commits a third degree felony if he or she willfully, knowingly, and without 

authorization gains access to a computer, computer system, computer network, or electronic 

device owned, operated, or used by any critical infrastructure entity, while knowing that such 

access is unauthorized.

A person commits a second degree felony if he or she willfully, knowingly, and without 

authorization physically tampers with, inserts a computer contaminant into, or otherwise 

transmits commands or electronic communications to a computer, computer system, computer 

network, or electronic device that causes a disruption in any service delivered by any critical 

infrastructure.
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If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 39-0; House 110-5
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CS/HB 305 — Offenses Involving Children
by Criminal Justice Subcommittee and Rep. Baker and others (CS/CS/SB 312 by Judiciary 

Committee; Criminal Justice Committee; and Senators Collins and Hooper)

The bill amends s. 90.803, F.S., to increase the age for the child hearsay exception from 16 years 

of age to 17 years of age. The hearsay rule is a rule of evidence which prohibits the admission of 

out-of-court statements that are offered to prove the truth of the matter asserted as evidence in 

judicial proceedings.

Under the child hearsay exception in current law, an out-of-court statement made by a child 

victim with a physical, mental, emotional, or developmental age of 16 or less describing any act 

of child abuse or neglect, any act of sexual abuse against a child, the offense of child abuse, the 

offense of aggravated child abuse, or any offense involving an unlawful sexual act, contact, 

intrusion, or penetration performed in the presence of, with, by, or on the declarant child, not 

otherwise admissible, is admissible in evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding if:

 The court finds in a hearing conducted outside the presence of the jury that the time, 

content, and circumstances of the statement provide sufficient safeguards of reliability; 

and

 The child either testifies, or is unavailable as a witness and there is other corroborative 

evidence of abuse or offense.

The bill amends s. 775.21, F.S., requiring a person convicted of a human trafficking offense, 

where the victim is a minor under s. 787.06(3)(f) and (g), F.S., to be designated a sexual predator

on a first offense. The bill provides that any violation of s. 787.06(3)(f) and (g), F.S., will require

registration as a sexual predator if the offender has a previous qualifying offense.

Under current law, s. 787.06(3)(f) and (g), F.S., which generally relate to human trafficking for 

commercial sexual activity, do not require an offender to be designated as a sexual predator 

based solely on a single conviction. Both s. 787.06(3)(f) and (g), F.S., require an offender to 

have a specified prior sexual offense conviction before he or she is required to be designated as a

sexual predator upon such a conviction.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 38-0; House 115-0
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HB 533 — DNA Samples from Inmates
by Rep. Fabricio and others (SB 524 by Senator Ingoglia)

The bill requires that each inmate in the custody of the Department of Corrections who has not 

previously provided a DNA sample pursuant to s. 943.325, F.S., provide a DNA sample to the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) by September 30, 2024. The FDLE is required 

to collect and process the samples pursuant to s. 943.325, F.S.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect upon becoming law.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 115-0



THE FLORIDA SENATE

2024 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Criminal Justice

This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.

CS/HB 549 Page 1

CS/HB 549 — Theft
by Criminal Justice Subcommittee and Rep. Rommel and others (CS/SB 1222 by Criminal 

Justice Committee and Senators Trumbull and Perry)

The bill amends s. 812.04, F.S., to lower the threshold value for third degree felony theft from a 

dwelling or unenclosed curtilage of a dwelling from $100 or more, but less than $750, to $40 or 

more, but less than $750. This crime retains a level 2 ranking in the offense severity ranking 

chart.

The bill creates new crimes relating to taking property from a person’s home or porch. 

Specifically, if the property is taken from a dwelling or from the unenclosed curtilage of a 

dwelling, it is a:

 Third degree felony, if the property stolen is valued at $750 or more. This crime is ranked

as a level 4 in the offense severity ranking chart.

 Second degree felony, if the property stolen is taken from more than 20 dwellings or from

the unenclosed curtilage of more than 20 dwellings, or any combination thereof. This 

crime is ranked as a level 5 in the offense severity ranking chart.

 First degree misdemeanor, if the property stolen is valued at less than $40.

o A person who commits the above misdemeanor offense and who has previously been 

convicted of any theft commits a third degree felony. This crime is ranked as a level 2 

in the offense severity ranking chart.

o A person who commits the above misdemeanor offense and has previously been 

convicted two or more times of any theft commits a third degree felony. This crime is 

ranked as a level 4 in the offense severity ranking chart.

The bill amends s. 812.015, F.S., to provide that it is a third degree felony for a person to commit

retail theft if the person acts in concert with five or more other persons within one or more 

establishments for the purpose of overwhelming the response of a merchant, merchant’s 

employee, or law enforcement officer in order to carry out the offense or avoid detection or 

apprehension for the offense. This crime is listed as a level 5 in the offense severity ranking 

chart.

Commission of the offense described above is a second degree felony if the person solicits the 

participation of another person in the offense through the use of a social media platform. This 

crime is listed as a level 6 in the offense severity ranking chart.

The bill provides it is a first degree felony, if a person commits retail theft under 

s. 812.015(8) or (9), F.S., and:

 Has two or more previous convictions of violations of either or both of those subsections;

or

 Possesses a firearm during the commission of such offense. This crime is listed as a 

level 8 in the offense severity ranking chart.
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Additionally, the bill increases the time-period in which the number of retail thefts, specified 

value of property stolen, or specified number of items stolen, is aggregated. This time-period is 

increased from 30 days to 120 days.

Additionally, the bill lowers the number of retail thefts from five to three in the 120 day period, 

to constitute a third degree felony of retail theft.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 36-3; House 83-27
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HB 601 — Law Enforcement and Correctional Officers
by Rep. Duggan and others (CS/SB 576 by Community Affairs Committee and Senator Ingoglia)

The bill amends s. 112.533, F.S., to provide that it is the intent of the Legislature to make the 

process for receiving, processing, and investigation of complaints against law enforcement or 

correctional officers, and the rights and privileges while under investigation, apply uniformly 

throughout the state and political subdivisions.

The bill specifies that a political subdivision may not adopt or attempt to enforce any ordinance 

relating to either:

 The receipt, processing, or investigation by any political subdivision of this state of 

complaints of misconduct by law enforcement or correctional officers.

 Civilian oversight of law enforcement agencies’ investigations of complaints of 

misconduct by law enforcement or correctional officers.

Any civilian oversight that is operating in violation of the above provisions would be prohibited 

from operating in such manner after the July 1, 2024, effective date. The bill does not change the

process for misconduct investigations for employing agencies, the Criminal Justice Standards 

and Training Commission, or any criminal investigations based on misconduct by law 

enforcement officers, correctional officers, or correctional probation officers.

The bill provides a $5,000 increase to the base salary for each sheriff.

The bill provides that a county sheriff or chief of a municipal police department may establish a 

civilian oversight board to review the policies and procedures of his or her office and its 

subdivisions. Boards must be composed of at least three and up to seven members appointed by 

the county sheriff or chief of a municipal police department, one of which shall be a retired law 

enforcement officer.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 32-0; House 81-28
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CS/SB 678 — Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy Grant Program
by Criminal Justice Committee and Senator Bradley

The bill creates the Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy Grant Program within the Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE). The purpose of the program is to award grants to 

statewide and local law enforcement agencies and medical examiner’s offices to support local 

agencies in the processing of DNA samples.

The FDLE must annually award to law enforcement agencies and medical examiner’s offices 

funds specially appropriated for the grant program to cover expenses related to using forensic 

investigative genetic genealogy methods to generate investigative leads for criminal 

investigations of violent crimes and aid in identifying unidentified human remains.

The term “forensic investigative genetic genealogy” means the combined application of 

laboratory testing, genetic genealogy, and law enforcement investigative methods to develop 

investigative leads in unsolved violent crimes and provide investigative leads as to the identity of

unidentified human remains. Such methods must be in accordance with department rule and 

compatible with multiple genealogical databases that are available for law enforcement use. 

Grant funding is intended for developing genealogy DNA profiles consisting of 100,000 or more 

markers.

Grants may be used in accordance with FDLE rule to:

 Analyze DNA samples collected under applicable legal authority using forensic genetic 

genealogy methods for solving violent crimes.

 Analyze unidentified human remains.

Grant recipients must provide a report to the FDLE executive director no later than one year after

receiving the funding. The report must include:

 The amount of annual funding received;

 The number and type of cases pursued using forensic genetic genealogy methods;

 The type of forensic investigative genetic genealogy methods used, including the name of

the laboratory to which such testing is outsourced, if any, and the identity of the entity 

conducting any genetic genealogical research;

 The result of the testing, such as decedent identification, perpetrator identification, or no 

identification; and

 The amount of time it took to make an identification or to determine no identification 

could be made.

The FDLE may adopt rules to implement and administer the grant program, and to establish the 

process for the allocation of funds. For Fiscal Year 2024-2025, the sum of $500,000 in 

nonrecurring funds is appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to the FDLE for the Forensic

Investigative Genetic Genealogy Grant Program.
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If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governor’s signature, these 

provisions take effect July 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 40-0; House 113-0
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CS/CS/CS/SB 718 — Exposures of First Responders to Fentanyl and 
Fentanyl Analogs
by Fiscal Policy Committee; Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice; Criminal 

Justice Committee; and Senators Collins and Hooper

The bill creates s. 893.132, F.S., relating to dangerous fentanyl exposure of first responders 

resulting in overdose or serious bodily injury. First responder means an emergency medical 

technician, a paramedic, a firefighter, a correctional officer, a correctional probation officer, and 

a state or local law enforcement officer, who is acting in his or her official capacity.

The bill provides that a person 18 years of age or older who, in the course of unlawfully 

possessing dangerous fentanyl or fentanyl analogs, recklessly exposes a first responder to such 

substance that results in an overdose or serious bodily injury of the first responder, commits a 

second degree felony.

Dangerous fentanyl or fentanyl analogs means any controlled substance described in 

s. 893.135(1)(c)4.a.(I)-(VII), F.S.

The bill amends s. 893.21, F.S., to provide immunity from arrest and prosecution for a person 

who acting in good faith, seeks medical assistance because he or she, or another person is 

experiencing an alcohol or drug related overdose.

If approved by the Governor, or allowed to become law without the Governorôs signature, these 

provisions take effect October 1, 2024.

Vote: Senate 30-0; House 100-12
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