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2021 Regular Session The Florida Senate

COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Senator Broxson, Chair
Senator Diaz, Vice Chair

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 24, 2021
TIME: 4:30—6:00 p.m.
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building

MEMBERS: Senator Broxson, Chair; Senator Diaz, Vice Chair; Senators Cruz, Gibson, Gruters, Hutson,
Passidomo, Polsky, and Wright

BILL DESCRIPTION and
TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION

PUBLIC TESTIMONY WILL BE RECEIVED FROM ROOM A3 AT THE DONALD L.
TUCKER CIVIC CENTER, 505 W PENSACOLA STREET, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

1 CS/SB 86 Student Financial Aid; Requiring the Board of
Education / Baxley Governors of the State University System to create an
(Compare H 281, CS/CS/S 52) online dashboard; revising eligibility for an award

under the Bright Futures Scholarship Program or the
Benacquisto Scholarship Program; revising the
formula for calculating how Florida Public Student
Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;
authorizing a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
recipient to apply the unused portion of a Florida
Academic Scholars award or Florida Medallion
Scholars award toward graduate study for a specified
academic year; establishing the Florida Bright
Opportunities Grant Program; establishing the Florida
Endeavor Scholarship Program, etc.

ED 03/09/2021 Temporarily Postponed
ED 03/16/2021 Fav/CS

AED 03/23/2021 Fav/CS

AED 03/24/2021

AP
2 CS/SB 486 Juvenile Justice Education Programs; Increasing the Favorable
Education / Bradley percentage of certain funds that must be spent on Yeas 8 Nays 0
(Similar H 723) specified costs; requiring that contracts between

district school boards and juvenile justice education
programs be in writing; requiring the Department of
Education to provide mediation services for certain
disputes; prohibiting school boards from delaying
certain payments pending receipt of local funds, etc.

ED 03/02/2021 Fav/CS

AED 03/23/2021 Temporarily Postponed
AED 03/24/2021 Favorable

AP

S-036 (10/2008)
03242021.1715 Page 1 of 2



COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
Wednesday, March 24, 2021, 4:30—6:00 p.m.

BILL DESCRIPTION and

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION
3 SB 1372 Literacy Improvement; Establishing the New Worlds Favorable
Burgess Reading Initiative under the Department of Education; Yeas 8 Nays 0

(Similar CS/H 3)

requiring the administrator, in consultation with a
specified entity, to develop a selection of books;
requiring the administrator to coordinate monthly book
distribution to certain students; requiring the
administrator to assist with local implementation of
the initiative; requiring that a certain notification
include information about the initiative, etc.

ED 03/16/2021 Favorable
AED 03/23/2021 Temporarily Postponed
AED 03/24/2021 Favorable

AP
4 SB 1898 Student Literacy; Revising and providing duties for Favorable
Rodriguez the Just Read, Florida! Office within the Department Yeas 8 Nays O

(Similar H 7011, Compare H 419,
H 1159, CS/S 934, S 1282)

of Education; requiring the Department of Education,
in consultation with the Office of Early Learning, to
implement a coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system for students in the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program through grade 8;
requiring certain students to participate in a certain
coordinated screening and progress monitoring
system; creating the “Reading Achievement Initiative
for Scholastic Excellence Act”, etc.

ED 03/16/2021 Favorable

AED 03/23/2021 Temporarily Postponed
AED 03/24/2021 Favorable

AP

5 Review and Discussion of Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget Issues Relating to: Discussed

Department of Education
Office of Early Learning
Board of Governors

Other Related Meeting Documents

03242021.1715

S-036 (10/2008)
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

BILL:

PCS/CS/SB 86 (745108)

INTRODUCER:  Appropriations Subcommittee on Education; Education Committee; and Senator Baxley

SUBJECT: Student Financial Aid
DATE: March 23, 2021 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Jahnke Bouck ED Fav/CS
2. Underhill Elwell AED Recommend: Fav/CS
3. AP
Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes
Summary:

PCS/CS/SB 86 modifies provisions relating to postsecondary financial aid programs, and
establishes new financial aid programs for Pell Grant eligible students and students without a
high school diploma. Specifically, the bill:

Requires the Board of Governors (BOG) office to create an online dashboard of data

regarding state university graduates, which must include post-graduation salary; student loan

debt; debt-to-income ratio; estimated loan payment as a percentage of income; and

percentage of graduates who have continued their education.

Requires each state university board of trustees to adopt procedures to connect undergraduate

students to career planning, coaching, and related programs during the first academic year of

the student’s enrollment.

Clarifies that postsecondary tuition and fee exemptions apply to a student who is currently in

the custody of the Department of Children and Families or a specified relative or nonrelative,

or who was at the time he or she reached 18 years of age.

Requires the BOG, State Board of Education (SBE), and the Independent Colleges and

Universities of Florida (ICUF) to each identify and publish a list of career certificate,

undergraduate, and graduate degree programs that do not lead directly to employment.

Modifies the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program by:

o Changing that the Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) and Florida Medallion Scholars
(FMS) award amounts shall be specified in the General Appropriations Act (GAA).
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o Creating additional eligibility options for FAS and FMS awards for students who earn an
associate degree through dual enrollment or who earn an Advanced Placement Capstone
Diploma.

e Specifies that the 2021-2022 academic year is the final year of initial eligibility for
nonresident students to qualify for the Benacquisto Scholarship Program, and modifies that
the award shall be specified in the GAA.

The bill does not require an additional appropriation for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. The net effect
of the provisions in the bill for the out years is indeterminate at this time. See Section V.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2021.
Il Present Situation:

The present situation for each relevant portions of the bill is discussed under the Effect of
Proposed Changes of this bill analysis.

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:
Career Planning and Information

Present Situation
Florida Economic Security Report

The Florida Economic Security Report! details the economic outcomes of recent completers
from Florida’s public postsecondary education institutions. Data from the District Technical
Centers (DTCs), the Florida College System (FCS), and the State University System of Florida
(SUS) are included in this report. The report documents the variation in first and fifth-year
earnings among completers who earned certificates, diplomas, or degrees from Florida’s three
public postsecondary educational systems. The report also presents data on the percentage of
completers from various institutions who received public assistance, as well as the percentage of
completers that are enrolled in continuing education programs. The average federal debt acquired
by all students (not just graduates) is also reported.?

Florida Education & Training Placement Information Program

The Florida Education and Training Placement Information Program (FETPIP)? is a data
collection and consumer reporting system established to provide follow-up data on former
students and program participants who have graduated, exited or completed a public education or
training program within the state of Florida. A major goal of Florida's K-20 Education system is
to improve employment and earnings outcomes for all students. This information is part of the
performance accountability processes for all parts of the K-20 system and serves as an indicator
of student achievement and program needs. The reports provided by FETPIP may assist

1 Section 445.07 F.S.

2 Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Economic Security Report 2019 (Feb. 2020) available at
https://www.floridajobs.org/docs/default-source/state-program-reports/2020-state-program-report/2019-esr-
(final)143322a4cbbb61cbb02aff01004f56df.pdf.

8 Section 1008.39, F.S.
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educators and parents to better prepare and counsel students for success in their future education
or career choices.*

Board of Governors - Baccalaureate Follow-up Study

The Board of Governors (BOG) currently conducts a 1, 5, and 10 year employment and
continuing education outcomes study of state university baccalaureate graduates.® The study is
designed to better understand the employment and education outcomes of graduates over time
and provides critical information to students, parents, educators, and policy-makers about the
experiences of graduates after completing a baccalaureate degree from the state university
system.® The BOG uses the results of the study to monitor the progress toward meeting the goals
and objectives of the BOG’s 2025 System Strategic Plan.

The results of BOG’s study found that the majority of graduates were employed 1, 5, and 10
years after graduation, with earnings that increase over time. A significant number of graduates
continued to pursue additional education, with many completing at least one additional
credential.’

State University System Career Centers

All of the state universities offer career services to students and alumni. Career services have

evolved over time and continue to change to meet the needs of today’s students, technological

advancements, workforce demands, and campus culture.® The directors of the SUS career centers

form the Florida Career Centers Consortium and exchange best practices to enhance career

readiness for students and alumni.® The SUS Career Centers:

e Engage with students early on and frequently to develop career plans;

e Collaborate with faculty to embed career frameworks in curricular offerings;

e Support students with degree and career choices by sharing salary and potential employment
options;

e Prepare students for professional work environment by providing soft skill training assistance
with professional attire and internship opportunities;

e Connect and partner with employers to ensure graduates are prepared to meet workforce
needs; and

e Assist students in securing employment after graduation through online platforms,
connecting students with mentors, and career fairs.°

4 Florida Department of Education (DOE), Florida Education & Training Placement Information Program,
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/fl-edu-training-placement-info-program/ (last visited Mar. 16, 2021).

5 Florida Board of Governors (BOG), Baccalaureate Follow-up Study: Employment and Education Outcomes 1, 5, and 10
Years After Graduation (August 2020) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-

content/uploads/TAWA _03b_Baccalaureate Follow-up CE.pdf.

6 1d.

"1d.

8 BOG, Information Brief, How SUS Career Services Impact Student Success (October 2019) available at
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/SPC_07b_Career-Centers-Info-Brief CE.pdf.

9 BOG, Career Services and Student Success (October 2019) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-
content/uploads/SPC_07_October_Career-Services-and-Student-Success_CE.pdf.

10 BOG, Information Brief, How SUS Career Services Impact Student Success (October 2019) available at
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/SPC_07b_Career-Centers-Info-Brief CE.pdf.
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Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill creates s. 1006.75, F.S., to establish a new requirement connecting state university

undergraduate students to career information. Specifically, the bill:

e Requires the BOG to create an online dashboard by January 1, 2022. The dashboard must
present data, by academic discipline, of state university graduates, including at least the
following information:

o Post-graduation median salary 1, 5, and 10 years after graduation;

Median student loan debt;

Debt-to-income ratio;

Estimated monthly loan payment as a percentage of gross monthly income; and

The percentage of graduates who have continued their education beyond the

baccalaureate level.

e Requires a link to the dashboard to be prominently displayed on each state university’s office
of admission’s website.

0 O O O

Additionally, the bill requires each state university board of trustees to adopt procedures to

connect undergraduate students to career planning, coaching, and related programs during the

student’s first academic year of enrollment. The BOG must approve the procedures by

March 1, 2022, which include placing a hold on student registration before the end of each

student’s first year until the student:

e Registers with the university’s career center;

e Completes a career center readiness training module provided by the career center;

e Is directed toward the online dashboard,;

e Acknowledges that he or she has been provided information about career planning and is
aware of the employment and wage prospects for his or her declared.

Identification of Certificate and Degree Programs Aligned to Labor Market Demand

Present Situation
Board of Governors - Programs of Strateqgic Emphasis

The Programs of Strategic Emphasis (PSE) exists as one of several tools for aligning the degree
production goals of the State University System with the economic and workforce needs of
Florida.!! Periodically, the BOG revises the PSE list through an analysis of the current reports
and data of key economic and workforce councils in Florida. These “key councils” include
Enterprise Florida, Inc., the Council of 100, the Florida Chamber of Commerce, and the
Department of Economic Opportunity.*? This process identifies occupational areas with high
demand for postsecondary graduates and provides an opportunity to identify emerging and

11 BOG, Methodology for Updating Programs of Strategic Emphasis

in the State University System of Florida (September 2020) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-
content/uploads/CIP_2020 PSE_Methodology CE FINAL.pdf.

12 BOG, Methodology for Updating Programs of Strategic Emphasis in the State University System of Florida, Board of
Governors 2019 Mid-Course Correction - 2025 Strategic Plan (September 2019) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-
content/uploads/SPC_06c_2019 PSE_Methodology and_list CE.pdf.
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evolving business sectors and occupations.®® The current list of PSE includes 868 programs in
the following areas:*®

e Education;

e Healthcare;'’

e Global Competitiveness;®

e STEM;®and

e Gap Analysis.?°

The BOG tracked their baccalaureate graduates into the workforce and found 92 percent of the
graduates were employed one year after graduation, with 71 percent employed full-time.?* The
PSE degree fields accounted for the top five fields of study where baccalaureate graduates were
found employed full-time one year after graduation.??

Department of Education — Career and Technical Education Audit

Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order Number 19-312% to chart a course for Florida to
become number one in the nation in workforce education, with the goal of ensuring students are
prepared to succeed in jobs of the future and satisfy Florida’s growing workforce demands.?*
Governor DeSantis directed the Commissioner of Education (commissioner) to audit course
offerings in career and technical education (CTE).

13 State University System of Florida, Programs of Strategic Emphasis https://www.flbog.edu/resources/academic/programs-
of-strategic-emphasis/ (last visited Mar. 2, 2021).

14 BOG, Current PSE list approved by the BOG at its September 2020 meeting (September 2020) available at
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/Current-PSE-list-approved-by-the-BOG-at-its-September-2020-meeting-PDF. pdf.
15 BOG, Methodology for Updating Programs of Strategic Emphasis

in the State University System of Florida (September 2020) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-
content/uploads/CIP_2020 PSE_Methodology CE_FINAL.pdf.

16 |_argely based upon the annual State Board of Education list of critical teacher shortage areas.

17 Based primarily on the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity workforce projections.

18 Includes degree programs that assist in making the SUS globally competitive can be found throughout the system across
many disciplines, especially within the sciences, engineering, and information technology programs.

19 Includes science, technology, engineering, and mathematics disciplines. The primary references used were the Florida
Department of Economic Opportunity, the Department of Homeland Security, the National Science Foundation, and the
Washington State Education Research and Data Center.

20 Includes degree programs leading to the occupational categories projected to be critically under-supplied in the Board of
Governors’ analysis of labor market projections and related degree production. Consequently, the academic programs
included in this category correspond to Florida’s high-need, high-wage occupational areas identified through the gap
analysis. BOG, The 2019 Gap Analysis: Explanation of Method (July 2019) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-
content/uploads/SPC_06d_2019 Gap_Analysis Methodology_ CE.pdf.

21 BOG, Baccalaureate Follow-up Study: Employment and Education Outcomes 1,5, and 10 Years After Graduation (August
2020) available at https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/TAWA 03b_Baccalaureate Follow-up _CE.pdf. The current
study was based on individual-level data for 349,543 graduates from the State University Data System (SUDS). These
records were matched to records from the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) and the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity (DEO). Id.

22 |d. Engineering Technician; Engineering; Computer & Information Sciences; Business & Marketing; and Education.

23 Office of the Governor, Executive Order Number 19-31, January 30, 2019 available at https://www.flgov.com/wp-
content/uploads/orders/2019/EQ_19-31.pdf.

24 DOE, Executive Order 19-31 Interim Report on Florida’s Career and Technical Education Audit, July 11, 2019 available
at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18788/urlt/EQ19-31InterimReport.pdf.
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Additionally, the order directed the commissioner to develop a methodology for annual audits to
include a review of student outcomes and alignment between:

e Programs offered at K-12 and postsecondary levels;

e Professional-level industry certifications; and

e High-growth, high-demand and high-wage employment opportunities.?

The commissioner is required to annually recommend CTE programs that should be eliminated
and programs that should be added based on audit results.

The CTE audit is comprised of a statewide review of programs, local program review, and

sharing information and best practices. The CTE methodology includes all of the following:2®

e A statewide assessment of programs based on the extent to which there are data that support
the demand for the program at statewide and regional levels.?’

e A statewide assessment of programs based on their performance on key institutional
measures of program quality.?

e A local review of programs that did not meet statewide benchmarks based on local or
industry labor market needs and institutional performance.?°

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill creates s. 1009.46, F.S., to establish the duties of postsecondary educational institutions

for state financial aid and tuition assistance programs. Specifically, the bill:

e Requires that each participating institution report the program of study to the Department of
Education using the most recent classification of instructional programs (CIP) taxonomy.*

e Requires, by December 31, 2021, the BOG, State Board of Education (SBE), and
Independent Colleges and Universities (ICUF) each approve a list of career certificate,
undergraduate and graduate degree programs offered by a district career center, charter
technical career center, FCS institution, independent college or university, or state university,
which do not lead directly to employment, to be updated annually by December 31. In
determining which programs will be included on the list, the BOG, SBE, and ICUF must
consider national, state, and regional industry demand.

e Specifies, for each certificate and degree program listed, the BOG and SBE must identify
occupations, current job openings, estimates of job growth, and employment wages.

3 d.

% DOE, Florida’s CTE Audit: Statewide Review of Programs (Jan. 24, 2020) available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18788/urlt/2020CTEAuditPreliminaryFindings.pdf.

2" The CTE Audit utilizes the Regional Demand Occupation List to determine statewide and regional demand, as well as,
middle to high wage occupations. Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Regional Demand Occupations List,
https://floridajobs.org/workforce-statistics/publications-and-reports/labor-market-information-reports/regional-demand-
occupations-list (last visited Mar. 5, 2021).

2 DOE, Florida’s CTE Audit: Statewide Review of Programs (Jan. 24, 2020) available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18788/urlt/2020CTEAuditPreliminaryFindings.pdf.

2 Florida Department of Education, Career & Technical Education Audit, Phase 2: Local Program Review,
http://www.fldoe.org/careerpathways/ (last visited Mar. 5, 2021).

30 The CIP is a taxonomy of instructional programs that provides a classification system for the thousands of different
programs offered by postsecondary institutions. Its purpose is to facilitate the organization, collection, and reporting of fields
of study and program completions. National Center for Education Statistics, Introducing the 2020 Classification of
Instructional Programs (CIP) and Its Website, https://nces.ed.gov/blogs/nces/post/introducing-the-2020-classification-of-
instructional-programs-cip-and-its-website (last visited Mar. 5, 2021).
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e Specifies the SBE list must include programs at independent colleges and universities
licensed by the Commission for Independent Education.

e Requires the BOG, SBE, and ICUF to publish the methodology used in determining whether
programs were included on a list.

e Codifies certain existing requirements from SBE rule®! related to applications for and
disbursement of funds, student eligibility and notifications, reporting, and fund remittance,
with sanctions for noncompliance.

General Eligibility for State Financial Aid and Tuition Assistance

Present Situation

The general student eligibility requirements for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance

grants consist of the following:32

e Achievement of the academic requirements of and acceptance at a state university or FCS
institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida Board of Nursing; a Florida
college or university which is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the SBE; a
Florida institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a
career center; or a private career institution accredited by an accrediting agency recognized
by the SBE.

e Residency in Florida for no less than one year preceding the award of aid or a tuition
assistance grant.®

e Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy, completeness, and correctness of
information provided to demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial aid
awards or tuition assistance grants.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill amends s. 1009.40, F.S., to include in the general eligibility requirements relating to
Florida residency the Last Mile College Completion Program, and Florida Farmworker Student
Scholarship Program.3*

Need-based Financial Aid

Present Situation
Florida Student Assistance Grant Program

The Florida Student Assistance Grant (FSAG) Program, created in 1972, is Florida’s largest
need-based grant program, consisting of FSAG Public, FSAG Career Education (FSAG-CE),
FSAG Private, and FSAG Postsecondary.®® The FSAG Program provides state need-based

31 Rule 6A-20.002, F.A.C.

32 Section 1009.40(1)(a), F.S.

33 Resident status for purposes of receiving state financial aid awards is determined in the same manner as resident status for
tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21. Section 1009.40(1)(a)2., F.S.

3 Sections 1009.71, F.S.; 1009.711, F.S.; 1009.75, F.S.; and 1009.894, F.S.

% DOE, Office of Student Financial Assistance, Annual Report to the Commissioner 2018-19 (2019), at 11, available at
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/annualreportcurrent.pdf.
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assistance grants to students who meet general eligibility requirements,® demonstrate financial
need, and meet enrollment requirements as specified by each program. The FSAG Program is
administered by participating institutions in accordance with SBE rule.*’

The funds appropriated for the FSAG Program must be distributed to eligible institutions in
accordance with a formula approved by the SBE. The formula must consider at least the prior
year’s distribution of funds, the number of eligible applicants who did not receive awards, the
standardization of the EFC, and provisions for unused funds. The formula must account for
changes in the number of eligible students across all student assistance grant programs.3®

In 2019-2020, the FSAG programs disbursed approximately $270 million to nearly 175,000
students. %

In addition, the FSAG Public, FSAG Private, and FSAG Postsecondary programs provide for
deposit of funds appropriated by the Legislature for grants through the FSAG program into the
State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund.*® The FSAG-CE program does not have this
provision.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill removes obsolete provisions within the various FSAG programs regarding
standardization of the EFC and unused funds in the distribution formula and removes
unnecessary requirements related to the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund for FSAG
programs.

Merit-based Financial Aid

Present Situation
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program (Bright Futures program) was established in
1997% as a lottery-funded scholarship program to reward a Florida high school graduate who
merits recognition for high academic achievement and who enrolls in a degree program,
certificate program, or applied technology program at an eligible Florida public or private*?

3 Section 1009.40, F.S.

37 Sections 1009.50(6), 1009.505(5), 1009.51(6), and 1009.52(7), F.S. See also Rule 6A-20.031, F.A.C. Postsecondary
educational institution administrative responsibilities for state student aid and tuition assistance programs are outlined in
Rule 6A-20.002, F.A.C.

38 Sections 1009.50(4)(a), 1009.51(4)(a), and 1009.52(4)(a), F.S.

%9 DOE, Office of Student Financial Assistance, 2019-20 End of Year Reports,
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPSPEOYR/SAPSPEOYR (last visited Mar. 6, 2021).

40 Sections 1009.50(5), 1009.51(5), and 1009.52(6), F.S.

41 Chapter 1997-77, s. 2, Laws of Fla.

42 A student who receives any award under the Bright Futures program and is enrolled in a nonpublic postsecondary
education institution receives a fixed award calculated by using the average tuition and fee calculation as prescribed by the
Department of Education for full-time attendance at a public postsecondary education institution at the comparable level.
Section 1009.538, F.S.
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postsecondary education institution. The DOE is responsible for issuing awards for the Bright
Futures program annually.*®

The Bright Futures program consists of the following awards:*
Florida Academic Scholarship (FAS);*
Florida Medallion Scholarship (FMS);* and

Florida Gold Seal VVocational Scholarship (FGSV) and Florida Gold Seal CAPE

Scholarship.*’

Similarities and differences in specified provisions to qualify for FAS and FMS awards are
depicted in the table below.*®

16 High School College Entrance Exams by
High School Weighted Bright High School Graduation Service

Type Course Credits Futures GPA Year (ACT/SAT) Hours

4 - English

(three must include substantial writing) 100
FAS | 4 - Mathematics 3.50 29/1330 hours

(at or above the Algebra I level)

3 - Natural Science

(two must have substantial laboratory)
FMs | 3 - Social Science 3.00 25/1210 75 hours

2 - World Language

(sequential, in same language)

Students who have demonstrated academic merit through a recognition program may be eligible
for Bright Futures without having to meet one or more of the requirements.*°

The recognition programs that do not require college entrance exam scores include:>
National Merit Finalists and Scholars;

National Hispanic Scholars;

Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) Diploma; and
International Baccalaureate (1B) Diploma.

FAS award recipients receive an award equal to the amount necessary to pay of 100 percent of
tuition and applicable fees and an additional stipend for textbooks as specified in the General

43 Section 1009.53(5), F.S.

4 Section 1009.53(2), F.S.

4 Section 1009.534, F.S.

46 Section 1009.535, F.S.

47 Section 1009.536, F.S.

48 Section 1009.531, F.S.

49 Sections 1009.534(1) and 1009.535(1), F.S.
%0 DOE, Office of Student Financial Assistance, 2020-21 Bright Futures Student Handbook Chapter 1: Initial Eligibility
Requirements (July 31, 2020) available at https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapterl.pdf.
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Appropriations Act (GAA).>! FMS award recipients receive an award equal to the amount
necessary to pay of 75 percent of tuition and applicable fees.>?

A student may receive an FAS or FMS award for a maximum of 100 percent of the number of
credit hours required to complete an associate degree program, a baccalaureate degree program,
or a postsecondary career certificate program.®

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship recipients who graduate with a baccalaureate degree in seven
semesters, or the equivalent or fewer hours, and wish to pursue graduate study may apply the
unused portion of their FAS or FMS award toward one semester of graduate study, not to exceed
15 semester hours paid at the undergraduate rate.>*

For the 2019-2020 fiscal year, a total of $618,607,165 was disbursed through the Bright Futures
program to 111,973 students.>®

Benacquisto Scholarship Program

The Benacquisto Scholarship Program (scholarship)®® was created in 2014 to reward a Florida
high school graduate who achieves recognition as a National Merit Scholar (NMS)®’ and enrolls
in a baccalaureate degree program at an eligible Florida public or independent postsecondary
educational institution.®

In addition to achieving recognition as an NMS, in order to be eligible for an award under the

scholarship, a student must:>®

e Be a state resident as determined by statute and SBE rules;

e Earn astandard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent pursuant to statute, unless:
o The student completes a home education program pursuant to statute;®° or

51 Section 1009.534(2), F.S.

52 Section 1009.535(2), F.S. Beginning in the fall 2021 semester, a Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in an associate
degree program at an FCS institution is eligible for an award equal to the amount necessary to pay 100 percent of tuition and
specified fees to assist with the payment of educational expenses. Section 1009.535(2), F.S.

53 Section 1009.532(3)(a), F.S.

% Section 1009.5341, F.S.

%5 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program, Florida Bright Futures Student Counts and Total Costs (September 2020)
available at https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/PSI/BFReportsA.pdf.

%6 The scholarship was renamed in 2016 from the Florida National Merit Scholar Incentive Program to the Benacquisto
Scholarship Program. Chapter 2016-237, s. 26, Laws of Fla.

57 DOE, Office of Student Financial Assistance, Annual Report to the Commissioner 2018-19 (2019) available at
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/annualreportcurrent.pdf. The National Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC) is a private, not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance to recognize and honor
academically talented students. National Merit Scholarship Corporation, Mission,
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&qgid=2&pqid=395 (last visited Mar. 3, 2021). NMSC organizes
the National Merit Scholarship Program, which began in 1955 as an academic competition for recognition and scholarship.
High school students enter the National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.5 million entrants each year, and meeting the
program participation requirements. National Merit Scholarship Corporation, National Merit Scholarship Program,
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&qgid=2&pqid=424 (last visited Mar. 3, 2021).

%8 Section 1009.893(2), F.S.

%9 Section 1009.893(4)(a), F.S.

60 Section 1002.41, F.S.
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o The student earns a high school diploma from a non-Florida school while living with a
parent who is on military or public service assignment out of this state;
e Be accepted by and enroll in a Florida public or independent postsecondary educational
institution that is regionally accredited; and
e Be enrolled full-time in a baccalaureate degree program at an eligible regionally accredited
Florida public or independent postsecondary educational institution during the fall academic
term following high school graduation.

In 2018, eligibility was expanded to allow out-of-state students to qualify for a scholarship.5:

Scholarship recipients attending a public postsecondary institution, who qualify as a Florida
resident, receive an award equal to the institutional cost of attendance (COA) minus the sum of
the student’s Florida Bright Futures Scholarship and NMS award. Scholarship recipients
attending a public postsecondary institution, who qualify as non-residents of Florida, receive an
award equal to the institutional COA for a Florida resident minus the student’s NMS award.
Eligible students who attend independent postsecondary educational institutions in Florida each
receive scholarship awards equal to the highest COA for a resident of this state enrolled at a
Florida public university, as reported by the BOG, minus the sum of the student’s Florida Bright
Futures Scholarship and NMS award.5

In the 2019-2020 fiscal year, the scholarship distributed $21.6 million to 1,377 students, of
which 202 were non-Florida residents. The average award was $15,650.%*

Effect of Proposed Changes
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

The bill modifies ss. 1009.534 and 1009.535, F.S., relating to the FAS and FMS awards.

Specifically, the bill:

e Changes the FAS and FMS award from the award necessary to pay a specified percentage of
tuition and specified fees to an award as specified in the GAA.

e Changes the FMS award for a FCS student in an associate degree program from an award
necessary to pay the specified percentage of tuition and specified fees to an award as
specified in the GAA.

e Simplifies the reference to the required college entrance exam scores.®

e Removes reference to a national achievement program no longer available through the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

e Updates the reference to the National Hispanic Recognition Program to include all
Recognition Programs administered by the College Board, which includes African American

b1 Chapter 2018-4, s. 22, Laws of Fla. See s. 1009.893(4)(b), F.S.

52 Section 1009.893(5)(a), F.S.

63 Section 1009.893(5)(b), F.S.

8 DOE, Office of Student Financial Assistance, End-of-Year Report, 2019-2020,
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/PSI/FIS 2019 2020.pdf (last visited Mar. 6, 2021).
8 Program eligibility requires specified scores on the SAT and ACT. Section 1009.531(6), F.S.
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Recognition, Hispanic Recognition, Indigenous Recognition, and Rural and Small Town
Recognition.®®

e Beginning for graduates in 2021-2022, adds additional alternative eligibility options: earned
associates degree through dual enrollment or AP Capstone Diploma with scores of 4 or
higher on six AP exams. Students who meet the requirements for these options would not be
required to submit scores for college entrance exams.

The bill modifies s. 1009.53, F.S., to update the DOE notification process from beginning in
January calendar year to beginning in September school year and removes unnecessary
provisions relating to DOE authorization to certify forward 10 percent of allocated funds, and to
federal loan programs.

Benacquisto Scholarship Program

The bill modifies s. 1009.893, F.S., to change initial eligibility options and remove award

provisions related to COA. Specifically, the bill:

e Specifies that the 2021-2022 academic year is the final year of initial eligibility for
nonresident students. However, current nonresident students receiving a scholarship may
continue to receive renewal awards.

e Remove the requirement that the award level is tied to the cost of attendance and instead sets
the award amount as specified in the GAA.

Fee Waivers and Exemptions

Present Situation

All students in workforce education programs, FCS institutions, and state universities must be
charged fees unless a fee waiver or exemption applies.®” Tuition and fee exemptions can be
distinguished from fee waivers or educational benefits. An exemption is “provided for certain
students who are, by statutory definition, exempt from the payment of tuition and fees, including
lab fees” and may generally include students who are in dual enrollment, apprenticeship
programs, welfare transition, and in the custody of a relative, among other categories. In contrast,
waivers transpire when students have their fees waived or forgiven by an institution. Examples
of waivers include those related to state employees, college employees and their dependents,
Purple Heart recipients, and certain classroom teachers.®®

A student who is or was at the time he or she reached 18 years of age in the custody of the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) or in the custody of a relative or nonrelative
specified in law,®® is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees at a state university, FCS
institution, or Florida school district that provides workforce education programs. Such
exemption includes fees associated with enrollment in applied academics for adult education

% The College Board, The College Board National Recognition Programs, https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-
nmsqt-psat-10/scholarships-and-recognition/recognition-programs (last visited Mar. 6, 2021).

57 Sections 1009.22, 1009.23, and 1009.24, F.S., respectively.

% The Florida College System, Exemptions and Waivers in The Florida College System (March 2012), available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7724/urlt/0072361-fyi2012-02exemptions.pdf at 1.

8 Section 39.5085, F.S., or s. 39.6225, F.S.
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instruction and remains valid until the student reaches 28 years of age.”® Such exemptions are
outlined by year in the following tables:

State University System DCF Specified Fee Exemptions by Academic Year™

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
Headcount | Amount Headcount | Amount Headcount | Amount
Adopted 1,156 $3,204,829 | 1,485 $4,076,209 | 1,704 $4,836,057
Foster Care/State Custody | 1,035 $2,911,275 | 811 $2,444,456 | 801 $2,477,687
Non-State Custody 127 $365,738 449 $1,118,653 | 488 $1,255,052
Total 2,318 $6,481,842 | 2,745 $7,639,318 | 2,993 $8,568,796
Florida College System DCF Specified Fee Exemptions by Academic Year™
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
Headcount | Amount Headcount | Amount Headcount | Amount
Adopted from DCF 1,459 $2,459,399 | 1,735 $2,972,262 | 1,833 $3,207,602
Services
Custody of DCF 2,459 $4,281,744 | 2,464 $4,280,172 | 2,325 $4,040,160
Custody of a Relative 283 $501,827 318 $588,870 324 $573,952
Total 4,201 $7,242,970 | 4,517 $7,841,304 | 4,482 $7,821,714

It is unclear to what extent all postsecondary institutions currently apply the tuition and fee
exemptions to students who qualify for the exemption and begin postsecondary education before
the age of 18.7

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill amends s. 1009.25, F.S., to clarify that tuition and fee exemptions apply to a student
who is currently in the custody of the Department of Children and Families (DCF) or in the
custody of a relative or nonrelative defined in law, or was so at the time he or she reached 18
years of age. Therefore, the bill may reduce confusion in the identification of students under
DCF custody who are eligible for a tuition and fee exemption, specifically those students who
enroll at a postsecondary institution prior to the age of 18.

"Section 1009.25(1)(c) and (d), F.S..

"1 Florida Board of Governors (BOG) ODA Analysis (Nov. 9, 2020), Email, Troy Miller, Deputy Chief Data Officer, BOG
(Nov. 10, 2020) (on file with the Senate Committee on Education).

2 The Florida College System, Summary of Student Fee Exemptions and Waivers For the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year (2018),
version 1, available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19874/urlt/1718ExemptWaiverSS.PDF at 1; The Florida
College System, Summary of Student Fee Exemptions and Waivers For the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year (2019), version 1,
available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19874/urlt/1819ExemptWaiverSS.PDF at 1; and The Florida College
System, Summary of Student Fee Exemptions and Waivers For the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year (2020), version 1, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19874/urlt/1920ExemptWaiveresSS.pdf at 1.

3 Email, Alan F. Abramowitz, Executive Director, Florida Statewide Guardian ad Litem Office (Oct. 1, 2020) (on file with
the Senate Committee on Education); see also DCF Fee Exemptions in the Florida College System, FAQ, The Florida
College System, available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7480/urlt/0082785-fagsdcfexemption.pdf (last visited
Jan. 6, 2021).
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V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The bill does not require an additional appropriation for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.
Although additional students may qualify for Bright Futures through the new dual
enrollment and advanced placement options starting in the 2022-23 fiscal year, there will
also be fewer non-resident students participating in the Benacquisto Scholarship program.
The net effect of these provisions is indeterminate at this time.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:

None.
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VIII.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1009.25, 1009.40,
1009.50, 1009.505, 1009.51, 1009.52, 1009.53, 1009.532, 1009.534, 1009.535, 1009.893.

The bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1006.75 and 1009.46.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

Recommended CS/CS by the Appropriations Subcommittee on Education on
March 23, 2021:
The CS/CS makes the following changes:

Removes the provisions that would reduce the Bright Futures and Benacquisto
awards based on the annual list of degree programs.

Removes the provision that would reduce Bright Futures awards by the number of
acceleration credits applied toward a student’s degree.

Removes the provision that made changes to how a student with a balance of hours
could use their Bright Futures award toward graduate courses.

Removes the provisions creating the Bright Opportunities Scholarship Program and
the Endeavor Scholarship Program.

Adds a provision that students must affirmatively acknowledge that they have been
provided information about career planning and are aware of the employment and
wage prospects for his or her declared major as a condition of having the hold on their
course registration lifted.

CS by Education on March 16, 2021
The committee substitute:

Requires the Board of Governors (BOG) office to create, by Jan 1, 2022, an online
dashboard of data regarding state university graduates.

Requires each state university board of trustees to adopt procedures to connect
undergraduates to career planning, approved by the BOG by March 1, 2022, to
include a hold on student registration after the student’s first year until the student
meets specified provisions.

Requires the BOG and State Board of Education (SBE) to identify and publish a list
of career certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree programs that do not lead
directly to employment.

Authorizes the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida (ICUF) to identify a
list for its member institutions. Institutions licensed by the Commission for
Independent Education will be included on the SBE list.

Requires the BOG, SBE, and ICUF to also publish their methodology in identifying
programs for the list.

Specifies that an annually updated list is effective for the next academic year.
Modifies eligibility for state financial aid to remove the provision in the bill making
certain students ineligible for financial aid award, and:
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o

Applies provisions relating to a program list only to merit-based awards under the
Bright Futures Scholarship Program and Benacquisto Scholarship programs,
rather than all state financial aid programs.

Extends implementation of modified eligibility for a Bright Futures or
Benacquisto scholarship based on the identified list to students initially funded in
2023-2024.

Specifies that a student in an associate of arts degree program or in a
baccalaureate program prior to admittance to a major may receive a maximum
award, up to 60 credit hours.

Specifies that a student who has been admitted to a certificate, diploma, or career
degree, or major program that is not on the list may receive the maximum award
specified for the scholarship program.

Specifies that a student who has been admitted to a certificate, diploma, or career
degree, or major program that is on the list may receive a reduced award, as
specified in the General Appropriations Act.

Clarifies that a reduced award applies to a program of study that was on the list at
the time of the student’s initial enrollment, or if the student changes major. A
student may receive a maximum award if the program is removed from the list
before the student is admitted to the major.

Modifies the provision deducting acceleration credits from a Bright Futures award
to apply only to those credits that apply to a certificate, diploma, associate in
applied science or associate in science degrees, or to general education.

Modifies the graduate program provision of a Bright Futures award to specify that
in 2022-2023 the graduate program must not be on a specified list.

e Modifies the Florida Endeavor Scholarship student eligibility requirements to
authorize a student to earn an award prior to initial enrollment, and:

®)
@)

o

Authorizes scholarship funds to be used for testing fees, including GED test fees.
Specifies that a student who meets basic skills assessment requirements, or is
enrolled in an Integrated Education and Training program, may receive an award.
Specifies renewal requirements, including demonstration of progress by meeting
program standards toward completion of a certificate or diploma.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/24/2021

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (Baxley) recommended

the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 1006.75, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

1006.75 State university career planning and information.—

(1) To assist students and families in making better-

informed decisions about educational options and future

employment opportunities, the Board of Governors of the State
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University System shall publicly publish an online dashboard.

The dashboard must present data, by academic discipline, of

graduates of state universities, including at least the

following information:

(a) Post-graduation median salary 1, 5, and 10 years after

graduation;

(b) Median student loan debt;

(c) Debt-to-income ratio;

(d) Estimated monthly loan payment as a percentage of gross

monthly income; and

(e) The percentage of graduates who have continued their

education beyond the baccalaureate level.

(2) The online dashboard must be available by January 1,
2022. A link to the dashboard shall be prominently displayed on

each state university’s office of admissions website.

(3) (a) Each state university board of trustees shall adopt

procedures to connect undergraduate students to career planning,

coaching, and related programs during the first academic year of

the student’s enrollment. Such procedures must be approved by

the Board of Governors and include placing a hold on student

registration before the end of the first year of each student’s

enrollment. To 1ift the hold and register for classes, each

student shall:

1. Register with the university’s career center;

2. Complete a career readiness training module provided by

the career center; and

3. Be directed to the dashboard established in subsection

(1) .

4. Affirmatively indicate that he or she has been provided
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with the information required under this paragraph, and is aware

of the employment and wage prospects for his or her declared

major.

(b) The Board of Governors of the State University System

shall review and approve each university’s procedures by March
1, 2022.

Section 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of

section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.25 Fee exemptions.—

(1) The following students are exempt from the payment of
tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district that
provides workforce education programs, Florida College System
institution, or state university:

(c) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached
18 years of age, in the custody of the Department of Children
and Families or who, after spending at least 6 months in the
custody of the department after reaching 16 years of age, was
placed in a guardianship by the court. Such exemption includes
fees associated with enrollment in applied academics for adult
education instruction. The exemption remains valid until the
student reaches 28 years of age.

(d) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached
18 years of age, in the custody of a relative or nonrelative
under s. 39.5085 or s. 39.6225 or who was adopted from the
Department of Children and Families after May 5, 1997. Such
exemption includes fees associated with enrollment in applied
academics for adult education instruction. The exemption remains
valid until the student reaches 28 years of age.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
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1009.40, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.40 General requirements for student eligibility for
state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants.—

(1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of students
for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants
consist of the following:

1. Achievement of the academic requirements of and
acceptance at a state university or Florida College System
institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida
Board of Nursing; a Florida college or university which is
accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State
Board of Education; a Florida institution the credits of which
are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a career
center; or a private career institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid or a tuition assistance grant for a
program established pursuant to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s.
1009.51, s. 1009.52, s. 1009.53, s. 1009.60, s. 1009.62, s.
1009.72, s. 1009.73, s. 1009.75, s. 1009.77, s. 1009.89, er s.
1009.891, or s. 1009.894. Residency in this state must be for

purposes other than to obtain an education. Resident status for
purposes of receiving state financial aid awards shall be
determined in the same manner as resident status for tuition
purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy,
completeness, and correctness of information provided to
demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial

aid awards or tuition assistance grants. Falsification of such

Page 4 of 22
3/22/2021 9:15:44 AM ED.AED.03129




Florida Senate - 2021 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 86

| RN ===

98 information shall result in the denial of a pending application
99 and revocation of an award or grant currently held to the extent
100 |that no further payments shall be made. Additionally, students
101 |who knowingly make false statements in order to receive state
102 financial aid awards or tuition assistance grants commit a
103 |misdemeanor of the second degree subject to the provisions of s.
104 837.06 and shall be required to return all state financial aid

105 awards or tuition assistance grants wrongfully obtained.

106 Section 4. Section 1009.46, Florida Statutes, 1s created to
107 read:
108 1009.46 Duties relating to state financial aid and tuition

109 assistance programs.—

110 (1) (a) Each postsecondary educational institution that

111 receives state funds for state financial aid and tuition

112 assistance programs shall:

113 1. Complete and return the annual application for state aid

114 funds in the format and by the date established by the

115 Department of Education;

116 2. Maintain complete, accurate, and auditable student

117 records documenting the institution’s administration of state

118 financial aid and tuition assistance funds;

119 3. Verify eligibility of enrolled students with the

120 department each academic term;

121 4. Report each student’s program of study to the department

122 using the most recent classification of instructional programs

123 taxonomy for the certificate or degree level as developed by the

124 United States Department of Education’s National Center for

125 Education Statistics;

126 5. Disburse state financial aid and tuition assistance to
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6. Notify students annually regarding the renewal

eligible students;

requirements for each state-funded award for which they are

eligible;

7. Complete and return to the department all reports for

the administration of state funds in the format and by the date

established by the department;

8. Complete and return to the department all legislatively

required reports in the format and by the date established by

the department;

9. Retain required records for the later of 5 years or

until such records are audited and any audit exceptions are

resolved; and

10. Refund to the department any undisbursed advances

within 60 days after the end of the regular registration period

each fall and spring term, within 30 days after the end of the

summer term, or within 60 days after the date a student’s

ineligibility is determined.

(b) These requirements do not preclude higher standards

specified in other sections of this part or rules of the State

Board of Education.

(c) An institution that fails to perform its duties in

administering state financial aid or tuition assistance programs

must be placed on probation by the department.

1. The department shall provide allocations on a

reimbursement basis to a participating institution that fails to

timely remit undisbursed funds for the previous academic year.

2. The department may suspend or revoke an institution’s

eligibility to participate in state-funded programs if the
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institution fails to provide the required audits, fails to

resolve audit findings, or fails to timely provide statutorily

required reports by established deadlines.

(2) (a) By December 31, 2021, the Board of Governors, the

State Board of Education, and the Independent Colleges and

Universities of Florida shall each identify and publish a list

of career certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree

programs offered by a district career center, charter technical

career center, Florida College System institution, independent

college or university, or state university, as applicable, which

do not lead directly to employment.

(b) In determining which programs will be included on a

list, the Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and

the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida shall

consider national, state, and regional industry demand for

certificateholders and graduates of such degree programs. For

each certificate and degree program listed, the Board of

Governors and the State Board of Education must identify

occupations, current job openings, estimates of job growth, and

employment wages. The State Board of Education list must include

programs at independent colleges and universities licensed by

the Commission for Independent Education.

(c) The Board of Governors, the State Board of Education,

and the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida must

publish the methodology used in determining whether programs

were included on a list.

(d) The respective lists must be updated annually, by

December 31, to be effective in the next academic year.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
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(5) of section 1009.50, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance Grant Program;
eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Public
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awardsy—the

provisieons—fer wunused—Ffunds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student
assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.505, 1009.51, and 1009.52.
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Section 6. Subsection (5) of section 1009.505, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
1009.505 Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education
Student Assistance Grant Program.-—
5 i . L ] Lo - i
. ] i . - ] : i
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Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection

(5) of section 1009.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to r

ead:

1009.51 Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program;

eligibility for grants.—
(4) (a)

Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to

The funds appropriated for the Florida Private

eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approve
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at
the prior year’s distribution of funds ands# the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awards+—thke

SEaiidafdﬂ:‘ ZaEﬂ: SE ef Ekie ei&?eeEed faﬂtﬂ:‘ 3:7 eeiiEfﬂ:‘ baEﬂ: eiiI aiid
provisteons—forunused—funds.

The formula must account for

d by

least

changes in the number of eligible students across all student

assistance grant programs established pursuant to this sec

and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.52.

tion
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Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsec
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(6) of section 1009.52, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.52 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant
Program; eligibility for grants.—

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awardsy—the

provisieons—fer wunused—Ffunds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student

assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.51.

S%%e%%deﬁ%&ﬁﬂaﬁsﬁﬁ%&&e%%d_}}e%%%&w
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Section 9. Subsections (3), (4), and (7) of section
1009.53, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.53 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.—

(3) The Department of Education shall administer the Bright
Futures Scholarship Program according to rules and procedures
established by the State Board of Education. A single

application must be sufficient for a student to apply for any of
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the awards. The department shall advertise the availability of

the scholarship program and shall notify students, teachers,

parents, certified school counselors, and principals or other
relevant school administrators of the criteria and application
procedures. The department must begin this process of
notification no later than September Jamwary 1 of each year.

(4) Funding for the Bright Futures Scholarship Program must
be allocated from the Education Enhancement Trust Fund and must
be provided before allocations from that fund are calculated for
disbursement to other educational entities.

4= If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide the
maximum allowable award to each eligible applicant, awards in
all components of the program must be prorated using the same

percentage reduction.

(5 Netrattlh ot o A3~ o 216 201 =R, B B =N PR, [ IS, R
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(7) A student may receive only one type of award from the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program at any given time,
but may transfer from one type of award to another through the
renewal application process, if the student’s eligibility status

changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer from a

Florida Medallion Scholarship, a Florida Gold Seal CAPE

Scholarship, or a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship to a
Florida Academic Scholarship. A—student—who—reeceives—an—award
v +1 B P L T BN = NN B =N i I Az b 3~

1 OUTIT T tJJ_\JyJ_L/LLLL ll.LL/L_Y &7 B Erw W [ g Ay (& [E S NSPR U B\ W Sy @) R J_L/Llll_L_L_Y \Awaw . O C 1T OUTT
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and (2)

Section 10. Subsections (1) of section 1009.534,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.534 Florida Academic Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Academic Scholars
award 1if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or its equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (a) ern

+h comihe A sz ] EN A - T NN I B RN - I 2 nart o £ +1h QPN SN R S
cC—COoOmMPOoTrICO veETroorr ol gquaitcrcaocrtvepar oo O ciaC—othioTrastTC
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Q ~1 laa+a -~ Naa o oman T ot £ +1 /Al 11 oF Tt o Eseama o~ 4+ o n
oCTIiO oo Tt TrC—ZrootC oottt ot O Tt O CoC—T e ot CeC— oot it c Oty

(b) Has attended a home education program according to s.
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12, has completed the International
Baccalaureate curriculum but failed to earn the International
Baccalaureate Diploma, or has completed the Advanced
International Certificate of Education curriculum but failed to

earn the Advanced International Certificate of Education

Diploma, and has attained at least the score required under s.
1009.531(6) (a) eon—the—combined—verbal andguantitative parts—eof
+ 1 S~ Taa+ 1o N+ a4+ Toaaot+ + 1 S~ laa+ra1 o~ Naa aaomant M o+ r
T O TTOTTCHS TI0T ﬂtJL,_LL,L/l\J.C o Cy T D OTTOTTCHS T1I0 FARY N B NS W § i A WS i i Lo Ty A

(c) Has been awarded an International Baccalaureate Diploma
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from the International Baccalaureate Office or an Advanced

International Certificate of Education Diploma from the

University of Cambridge International Examinations Office;
(d) Has been recognized by themerit—or achievement

programs—eE the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a

scholar or finalist; er

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities; or reecognizedbythe National

. . L o]
(f) For a high school student who graduated in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum

postsecondary cumulative grade point average of 3.5 on a 4.0

scale before graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned a College Board Advanced Placement Capstone

Diploma with scores of 4 or higher on six Advanced Placement

examinations.

The student must complete a program of volunteer service work,
as approved by the district school board, the administrators of
a nonpublic school, or the Department of Education for home
education program students, which must include a minimum of 75
hours of service work for high school students graduating in the
2010-2011 academic year and 100 hours of service work for high
school students graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year and
thereafter. The student must identify a social or civic issue or
a professional area that interests him or her, develop a plan

for his or her personal involvement in addressing the issue or
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learning about the area, and, through papers or other
presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her experience.
Except for credit earned through service-learning courses
adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the student may not receive
remuneration or academic credit for the volunteer service work
performed. Such work may include, but is not limited to, a
business or governmental internship, work for a nonprofit
community service organization, or activities on behalf of a
candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer service must
be documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the
student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a representative
of the organization for which the student performed the
volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Academic Scholar who is enrolled in a
certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational edueation

institution is eligible for an award equal to the amount

specified mecessary—topay +o00—perecent—of tuitionand—Ffees
A
T
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the General Appropriations Act to assist with the payment of

educational expenses.

Section 11. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.535,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1009.535 Florida Medallion Scholars award.—
(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars
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award 1f he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0 as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or the equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has
attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) ern
£

£ +1h Sl oo
T cirtCc— o CIoTas
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(b) Has completed the International Baccalaureate
curriculum but failed to earn the International Baccalaureate
Diploma or has completed the Advanced International Certificate
of Education curriculum but failed to earn the Advanced
International Certificate of Education Diploma, and has attained

at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6)
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(c) Has attended a home education program according to s.
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12 and has attained at least the

score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) enr—the combined—rerbat

(
N
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(d) Has been recognized by the merit—or achievement—program
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eof—the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a scholar or
finalist but has not completed the program of volunteer service
work required under s. 1009.534; e

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities reecogaized by —the National Hispanie

R
T

ccognitionProgramas—a—scehetary but has not completed the

program of volunteer service work required under s. 1009.534; or

(f) For a high school student who graduates in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum cumulative

postsecondary grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale before

graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma with

scores of 3 or higher on six Advanced Placement Examinations.

A high school student graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year
and thereafter must complete at least 75 hours of volunteer
service work approved by the district school board, the
administrators of a nonpublic school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students. The student must
identify a social or civic 1issue or a professional area that
interests him or her, develop a plan for his or her personal
involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area,
and, through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect
upon his or her experience. Except for credit earned through
service-learning courses adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the
student may not receive remuneration or academic credit for

volunteer service work performed. Such work may include, but is
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not limited to, a business or governmental internship, work for

a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
behalf of a candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer
service must be documented in writing, and the document must be

signed by the student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a
representative of the organization for which the student
performed the volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in a
certificate, associate,

diploma, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational eduweatien
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institution is eligibley

for an award equal to the amount specified in the General

Appropriations Act neeessary—teo—payF+o—perecent—of tuition and
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3~ Hrr—and—16)—as—appticakbtesr to assist with the
es

payment of educational expens Beginning in the fall 2021
semester, a Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in an
associate degree program at a Florida College System institution

is eligible for an award equal to the amount specified in the

General Appropriations Act neeessary—to—pay+00—percent——of

it ieon and fees estapblished wnder 51009 23 (3 (43— (1 + (83
+0—anrd—3++) to assist with the payment of educational
expenses.

Section 12. of subsection (4) and subsection

(5) of section 1009.893,

Paragraph (b)
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1009.893 Benacgquisto Scholarship Program.—

(4) In order to be eligible for an initial award under the

scholarship program, a student must meet the requirements of
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paragraph (a) or paragraph (b).
(b) A student who initially enrolls in a baccalaureate

degree program in the 2018-2019 through 2021-2022 academic years

vear—er—tater and who i1s not a resident of this state, as
determined in s. 1009.40 and rules of the State Board of
Education, must:

1. Physically reside in this state on or near the campus of
the postsecondary educational institution in which the student
is enrolled;

2. Earn a high school diploma from a school outside Florida
which is comparable to a standard Florida high school diploma or
1002.3105, s. 1003.4281, s.

1003.435 or must complete a home education

its equivalent pursuant to s.
1003.4282,

program in another state;

or s.
and

3. Be accepted by and enrolled full-time in a baccalaureate
degree program at an eligible regionally accredited Florida
public or independent postsecondary educational institution
during the fall academic term following high school graduation.

(5) (a) 1.
(4) (a),

attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

An eligible student who meets the requirements of

paragraph who is a National Merit Scholar, and who

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General

Appropriations Act egual—teo—theInstitutieonal—ecost—of attendanece

miniia +h FaEE L% £ +1h ataa A+t o T a1 A Daya ~hd Tlaad 100 o
mrros caS—osSultt O oSS tcuOtittc o T T DL T gitc rocarcS
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2. An eligible student who meets the requirements of

(4) (b),

attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

paragraph who is a National Merit Scholar, and who

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General
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Appropriations Act egual—te—the institutionalecostof attendanee
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Sehotarship. Such student is exempt from the payment of out-of-

£ e +
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state fees.
(b) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar and
who attends a Florida independent postsecondary educational

institution shall receive a scholarship award as specified in

the General Appropriations Act egual—te—the highestecost—-of
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Section 13. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to student financial aid; creating s.
1006.75, F.S.; requiring the Board of Governors of the
State University System to create an online dashboard;
specifying minimum information to be included in the
dashboard; requiring the dashboard to be available by
a specified date; requiring each state university
office of admissions website to contain a link to the
dashboard; requiring each state university board of
trustees to adopt certain procedures; requiring the

procedures to include placing a hold on certain
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533 students’ registration; specifying the requirements
534 for students to lift the hold; requiring the Board of
535 Governors to approve such procedures by a specified
536 date; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; making technical
537 changes; amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; conforming
538 provisions to changes made by the act; creating s.
539 1009.46, F.S.; specifying the duties of certain
540 postsecondary educational institutions with regard to
541 financial aid and tuition assistance programs;
542 specifying penalties for noncompliance; requiring the
543 Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and
544 the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida
545 to each approve, by a specified date, a list of career
546 certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree
547 programs that they determine do not lead directly to
548 employment; requiring that each list include specified
549 information; requiring that the state board list
550 include programs at independent colleges and
551 universities licensed by the Commission for
552 Independent Education; requiring each entity to
553 publish the methodology used in determining whether
554 programs are included on the list; requiring that the
555 lists be updated annually, by a specified date, to be
556 effective the next academic year; amending s. 1009.50,
557 F.S.; revising the formula for calculating how Florida
558 Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds are
559 distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
560 Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
561 deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance
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562 Trust Fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
563 in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
564 Public Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of
565 the fiscal year to remain therein; amending s.

566 1009.505, F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing

567 Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education Student
568 Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the
569 trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
570 in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
571 Public Postsecondary Career Education Student

572 Assistance Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year
573 to remain therein; amending s. 1009.51, F.S.; revising
574 the formula for calculating how Florida Private

575 Student Assistance Grant Program funds are

576 distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
577 Private Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
578 deposited in the trust fund; deleting a provision

579 requiring any balance in the trust fund which was

580 allocated to the Florida Private Student Assistance
581 Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain
582 therein; amending s. 1009.52, F.S.; revising the

583 formula for how Florida Postsecondary Student

584 Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;

585 deleting a provision authorizing Florida Postsecondary
586 Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited
587 in the trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any
588 balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the
589 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program
590 at the end of the fiscal year to remain therein;
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591 amending s. 1009.53, F.S.; requiring the Department of
592 Education to advertise the Florida Bright Futures

593 Scholarship Program to specified persons no later than
594 a specified date of each year; deleting a provision
595 authorizing unused Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
596 Program funds to be carried forward; deleting a

597 provision authorizing certain students to receive

598 specified loans; amending s. 1009.534, F.S.; revising
599 and expanding eligibility requirements of the Florida
600 Academic Scholars award; providing that a Florida

601 Academic Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the
602 amount specified in the General Appropriations Act;
603 amending s. 1009.535, F.S.; revising and expanding

604 eligibility for a Florida Medallion Scholars award;
605 providing a Florida Medallion Scholar is eligible for
606 an award equal to the amount specified in the General
607 Appropriations Act; amending s. 1009.893, F.S.;

608 requiring a student who enrolls in a baccalaureate

609 degree program in specified academic years to comply
610 with certain requirements to attain a Benacquisto

611 Scholarship; providing that the amount awarded under
612 the program will be as specified in the General

613 Appropriations Act; providing an effective date.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: UNFAV
03/24/2021

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (Polsky) recommended

the following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (666218) (with title

amendment)

Between lines 183 and 184
insert:

(e) The respective lists may not be used to determine

eligibility or award amounts for any state student assistance

grant or state financial aid.
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And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 556

and insert:
effective the next academic year; prohibiting the
lists from being used to determine eligibility or
award amounts for any state student assistance grant

or state financial aid; amending s. 1009.50,
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: UNFAV
03/24/2021

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (Cruz) recommended the

following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (666218) (with title

amendment)

Delete lines 376 - 468
and insert:
necessary to pay 100 percent of tuition and fees established
under ss. 1009.22(3), (5), (6), and (7); 1009.23(3), (4), (7),
(8), (10), and (11); and 1009.24(4), (7)-(13), (14) (r), and
(16), as applicable, and is eligible for an additional stipend

for textbooks, to assist with the payment of educational
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expenses as funds are specifically appropriated in the General

Appropriations Act to assist with the payment of educational

expenses.

Section 11. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.535,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.535 Florida Medallion Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars
award 1f he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0 as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or the equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) ern
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(b) Has completed the International Baccalaureate
curriculum but failed to earn the International Baccalaureate
Diploma or has completed the Advanced International Certificate
of Education curriculum but failed to earn the Advanced
International Certificate of Education Diploma, and has attained

at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6)
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(c) Has attended a home education program according to s.

Page 2 of 5
3/23/2021 8:04:19 AM 602-03189-21




40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

Florida Senate - 2021 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 86

[N =2

1002.41 during grades 11 and 12 and has attained at least the
score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) en—thecombined—rerbat
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(d) Has been recognized by the merit—er achievement—program
ef—the National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a scholar or

finalist but has not completed the program of volunteer service
work required under s. 1009.534; e=

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities reecogaized by —the National Hispanie

RecognitionPreogram—as—a—seholtary> but has not completed the

program of volunteer service work required under s. 1009.534; or

(f) For a high school student who graduates in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum cumulative

postsecondary grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale before

graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma with

scores of 3 or higher on six Advanced Placement Examinations.

A high school student graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year
and thereafter must complete at least 75 hours of volunteer
service work approved by the district school board, the
administrators of a nonpublic school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students. The student must

identify a social or civic issue or a professional area that
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interests him or her, develop a plan for his or her personal
involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area,
and, through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect
upon his or her experience. Except for credit earned through
service-learning courses adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the
student may not receive remuneration or academic credit for
volunteer service work performed. Such work may include, but is
not limited to, a business or governmental internship, work for
a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
behalf of a candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer
service must be documented in writing, and the document must be
signed by the student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a
representative of the organization for which the student
performed the volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in a
certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational edueation

institution is eligible;—beginning—in—thefall 2018 semestery
for an award equal to the amount necessary to pay 75 percent of
tuition and fees established under ss. 1009.22(3), (5), (6), and
(7); 1009.23(3), (4), (1), (8), (10), and (11); and 1009.24(4),
(7)-(13), (14) (r), and (l6), as applicable, to assist with the
payment of educational expenses. Beginning in the fall 2021
semester, a Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in an
associate degree program at a Florida College System institution
is eligible for an award equal to the amount necessary to pay
100 percent of tuition and fees established under s. 1009.23(3),
(4), (7), (8), (10), and (11) to assist with the payment of

educational
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99 ================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
100 |And the title is amended as follows:
101 Delete lines 600 - 607
102 |and insert:
103 Academic Scholars award; amending s. 1009.535, F.S.;
104 revising and expanding eligibility for a Florida
105 Medallion Scholars award; amending s. 1009.893, F.S.;
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By the Committee on Education; and Senator Baxley

581-02942-21 202186¢c1

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student financial aid; creating s.
1006.75, F.S.; requiring the Board of Governors of the
State University System to create an online dashboard;
specifying minimum information to be included in the
dashboard; requiring the dashboard to be available by
a specified date; requiring each state university
office of admissions website to contain a link to the
dashboard; requiring each state university board of
trustees to adopt certain procedures; requiring the
procedures to include placing a hold on certain
students’ registration; specifying the requirements
for students to lift the hold; requiring the Board of
Governors to approve such procedures by a specified
date; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; making technical
changes; amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; revising
eligibility for an award under the Bright Futures
Scholarship Program or the Benacquisto Scholarship
Program; specifying funding award levels for students
initially funded in a certain academic year; requiring
postsecondary educational institutions to verify
funding levels before award disbursement; creating s.
1009.46, F.S.; specifying the duties of certain
postsecondary educational institutions with regard to
financial aid and tuition assistance programs;
specifying penalties for noncompliance; requiring the

Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and

the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida
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to each approve, by a specified date, a list of career
certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree
programs that they determine do not lead directly to
employment; requiring that each list include specified
information; requiring that the state board list
include programs at independent colleges and
universities licensed by the Commission for
Independent Education; requiring each entity to
publish the methodology used in determining whether
programs are included on the list; requiring that the
lists be updated annually, by a specified date, to be
effective the next academic year; amending s. 1009.50,
F.S.; revising the formula for calculating how Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds are
distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
deposited in the State Student Financial Assistance
Trust Fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
Public Student Assistance Grant Program at the end of
the fiscal year to remain therein; amending s.
1009.505, F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing
Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education Student
Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited in the
trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any balance
in the trust fund which was allocated to the Florida
Public Postsecondary Career Education Student
Assistance Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year

to remain therein; amending s. 1009.51, F.S.; revising
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the formula for calculating how Florida Private
Student Assistance Grant Program funds are
distributed; deleting a provision authorizing Florida
Private Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be
deposited in the trust fund; deleting a provision
requiring any balance in the trust fund which was
allocated to the Florida Private Student Assistance
Grant Program at the end of the fiscal year to remain
therein; amending s. 1009.52, F.S.; revising the
formula for how Florida Postsecondary Student
Assistance Grant Program funds are distributed;
deleting a provision authorizing Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program funds to be deposited
in the trust fund; deleting a provision requiring any
balance in the trust fund which was allocated to the
Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant Program
at the end of the fiscal year to remain therein;
amending s. 1009.53, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Education to advertise the Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program to specified persons no later than
a specified date of each year; deleting a provision
authorizing unused Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program funds to be carried forward; deleting a
provision authorizing certain students to receive
specified loans; amending s. 1009.532, F.S.;
requiring, beginning with a specified academic year,
that the maximum number of credit hours which can be
awarded under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship

Program be reduced by the number of postsecondary
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credit hours the student has earned from certain
articulated acceleration mechanisms which are applied
toward certificate, diploma, or specified degree
requirements or to general education requirements;
amending s. 1009.534, F.S.; revising and expanding
eligibility requirements of the Florida Academic
Scholars award; providing that a Florida Academic
Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the amount
specified in the General Appropriations Act; amending
s. 1009.5341, F.S.; authorizing a Florida Bright
Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the unused
portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or
Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
for a specified academic year; authorizing a Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship recipient to apply the
unused portion of a Florida Academic Scholars award or
Florida Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study
in a specified degree field, paid at the undergraduate
rate, beginning with a specified academic year;
amending s. 1009.535, F.S.; revising and expanding
eligibility for a Florida Medallion Scholars award;
providing a Florida Medallion Scholar is eligible for
an award equal to the amount specified in the General
Appropriations Act; creating s. 1009.71, F.S.;
establishing the Florida Bright Opportunities Grant
Program; requiring the program to be administered by
the participating institutions subject to state board
rules; providing the purpose of the program;

specifying eligibility requirements for the program;
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prohibiting institutions from imposing additional
eligibility requirements on students; requiring the
program to cover remaining tuition and fees for
eligible students after the application of all other
federal and state financial aid, with a stipend for
books as specified in the General Appropriations Act;
requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
come, first-served basis; requiring returning students
to receive priority over new students; providing the
duration of the award; requiring funds to be
distributed to eligible institutions based on a
formula approved by the state board; requiring the
formula to take into account specified criteria;
requiring grants to be transmitted to institutions in
advance of the registration period; requiring
institutions to notify students of award amounts;
requiring institutions to determine the eligibility
status of each student at a specified time;
prohibiting institutions from being required to
reevaluate student eligibility after the specified
time; requiring institutions to report specified
information to the department; requiring institutions
to remit to the department any undisbursed advances
within a specified timeframe; requiring the state
board to adopt rules; creating s. 1009.711, F.S.;
establishing the Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program;
requiring the award to cover tuition, registration,
and testing fees for eligible students at a Florida

College System institution, a career center, or a
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charter technical career center; providing that
students who earned a high school credential before
enrolling at the institution are not eligible for the
program; requiring enrollment in specified programs;
requiring that students meet specified statutory
requirements; requiring that students demonstrate
readiness for enrollment in a postsecondary clock hour
program by meeting a specified requirement,
demonstrating specified literacy and numeracy skills,
or by enrolling in an Integrated Education and
Training program; specifying criteria for continuing
eligibility and for a renewal award; prohibiting
institutions from imposing additional criteria to
determine a student’s initial eligibility; providing
that students are eligible to receive award amounts
equal to certain tuition and registration fees;
requiring program awards to be allocated on a first-
come, first-served basis, with returning students
given priority over new students; requiring funds to
be distributed to eligible institutions based on a
formula approved by the state board; requiring that
the formula take into account specified criteria;
requiring that grants be transmitted to institutions
in advance of the registration period; requiring
institutions to notify students of award amounts;
requiring institutions to determine the eligibility
status of each student at a specified time;
prohibiting institutions from being required to

reevaluate student eligibility after the specified
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time; requiring institutions to report specified
information to the department; requiring institutions
to remit to the department any undisbursed advances
within a specified timeframe; requiring the state
board to adopt rules; amending s. 1009.893, F.S.;
requiring a student who enrolls in a baccalaureate
degree program in specified academic years to comply
with certain requirements to attain a Benacquisto
Scholarship; providing that the amount awarded under
the program will be as specified in the General

Appropriations Act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1006.75, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1006.75 State university career planning and information.—

(1) To assist students and families in making better-

informed decisions about educational options and future

employment opportunities, the Board of Governors of the State

University System shall publicly publish an online dashboard.

The dashboard must present data, by academic discipline, of

graduates of state universities, including at least the

following information:

(a) Post-graduation median salary 1, 5, and 10 years after

graduation;

(b) Median student loan debt;

(c) Debt-to-income ratio;

(d) Estimated monthly loan payment as a percentage of gross
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monthly income; and

(e) The percentage of graduates who have continued their

education beyond the baccalaureate level.

(2) The online dashboard must be available by January 1,

2022. A link to the dashboard shall be prominently displayed on

each state university’s office of admissions website.

(3) (a) Each state university board of trustees shall adopt

procedures to connect undergraduate students to career planning,

coaching, and related programs during the first academic year of

the student’s enrollment. Such procedures must be approved by

the Board of Governors and include placing a hold on student

registration before the end of the first year of each student’s

enrollment. To 1lift the hold and register for classes, each

student shall:

1. Register with the university’s career center;

2. Complete a career readiness training module provided by

the career center; and

3. Be directed to the dashboard established in subsection

(1) .

(b) The Board of Governors of the State University System

shall review and approve each university’s procedures by March
1, 2022.

Section 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.25 Fee exemptions.—

(1) The following students are exempt from the payment of
tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district that
provides workforce education programs, Florida College System

institution, or state university:
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(c) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached

18 years of age, in the custody of the Department of Children

and Families or who, after spending at least 6 months in the

custody of the department after reaching 16 years of age, was

placed in a guardianship by the court. Such exemption includes

fees associated with enrollment in applied academics for adult

education instruction. The exemption remains valid until the

student reaches 28 years of age.

(d) A student who is, or was at the time he or she reached

18 years of age, in the custody of a relative or nonrelative

under s. 39.5085 or s. 39.6225 or who was adopted from the

Department of Children and Families after May 5, 1997. Such

exemption includes fees associated with enrollment in applied

academics for adult education instruction. The exemption remains

valid until the student reaches 28 years of age.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

1009.40, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (c) is

added to that subsection, to read:

1009.40 General requirements for student eligibility for

state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants.—

(1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of students

for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants

consist of the following:

1. Achievement of the academic requirements of and

acceptance at a state university or Florida College System

institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida

Board of Nursing; a Florida college or university which is

accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State

Board of Education; a Florida institution the credits of which
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are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a career
center; or a private career institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid or a tuition assistance grant for a
program established pursuant to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s.
1009.51, s. 1009.52, s. 1009.53, s. 1009.60, s. 1009.62, s.

1009.71, s. 1009.711, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s. 1009.75, s.
1009.77, s. 1009.89, e+ s. 1009.891, or s. 1009.894. Residency

in this state must be for purposes other than to obtain an
education. Resident status for purposes of receiving state
financial aid awards shall be determined in the same manner as
resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy,
completeness, and correctness of information provided to
demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial
aid awards or tuition assistance grants. Falsification of such
information shall result in the denial of a pending application
and revocation of an award or grant currently held to the extent
that no further payments shall be made. Additionally, students
who knowingly make false statements in order to receive state
financial aid awards or tuition assistance grants commit a
misdemeanor of the second degree subject to the provisions of s.
837.06 and shall be required to return all state financial aid
awards or tuition assistance grants wrongfully obtained.

(c) Eligibility for funding for state merit-based

scholarship program awards under the Bright Futures Scholarship

Program and the Benacquisto Scholarship Program is contingent

upon a student meeting the minimum requirements specified in
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paragraphs (a) and (b) and any additional requirements specified
in ss. 1009.531, 1009.532, 1009.534, 1009.535, 1009.536, and
1009.893, subject to the following:

1. Beginning with students who initially receive an award

in the 2023-2024 academic year:

a. A student enrolled in an associate in arts degree

program, or a student enrolled in a state university who has not

been admitted to an academic program, may receive an award up to

the maximum amount established for the scholarship program for a

maximum of 60 credit hours.

b. A student enrolled in a certificate program, technical

diploma program, career degree program, Or major as a part of a

baccalaureate degree program:

(I) May receive an award up to the maximum amount

established for the program if the certificate, diploma, career

degree, or major is not identified on the list established

pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a).

(IT) May receive a reduced award from the maximum

established for the program in the General Appropriations Act if

the certificate, diploma, career degree, or major is identified

on the list established pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a).

2. Student eligibility for a reduced award from the maximum

award established for the scholarship program, as determined in

the General Appropriations Act, applies to a program of study

that was identified on the list pursuant to s. 1009.46(2) (a) at

the time of the student’s initial enrollment, or if the student

changes his or her major program to a program identified on the

list. A student may receive a maximum award established for the

program if the program of study is removed from the list after
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the student’s initial enrollment, but before the student’s

admission to the major.

3. Before disbursement of an award, each postsecondary

educational institution shall verify that the funding level a

student is provided aligns with the provisions established in

this paragraph.
Section 4. Section 1009.46, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

1009.46 Duties relating to state financial aid and tuition

assistance programs.—

(1) (a) Each postsecondary educational institution that

receives state funds for state financial aid and tuition

assistance programs shall:

1. Complete and return the annual application for state aid

funds in the format and by the date established by the

Department of Education;

2. Maintain complete, accurate, and auditable student

records documenting the institution’s administration of state

financial aid and tuition assistance funds;

3. Verify eligibility of enrolled students with the

department each academic term;

4. Report each student’s program of study to the department

using the most recent classification of instructional programs

taxonomy for the certificate or degree level as developed by the

United States Department of Education’s National Center for

Education Statistics;

5. Disburse state financial aid and tuition assistance to

eligible students;

6. Notify students annually regarding the renewal
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requirements for each state-funded award for which they are

eligible;

7. Complete and return to the department all reports for

the administration of state funds in the format and by the date

established by the department;

8. Complete and return to the department all legislatively

required reports in the format and by the date established by

the department;

9. Retain required records for the later of 5 years or

until such records are audited and any audit exceptions are

resolved; and

10. Refund to the department any undisbursed advances

within 60 days after the end of the regular registration period

each fall and spring term, within 30 days after the end of the

summer term, or within 60 days after the date a student’s

ineligibility is determined.

(b) These requirements do not preclude higher standards

specified in other sections of this part or rules of the State

Board of Education.

(c) An institution that fails to perform its duties in

administering state financial aid or tuition assistance programs

must be placed on probation by the department.

1. The department shall provide allocations on a

reimbursement basis to a participating institution that fails to

timely remit undisbursed funds for the previous academic year.

2. The department may suspend or revoke an institution’s

eligibility to participate in state-funded programs if the

institution fails to provide the required audits, fails to

resolve audit findings, or fails to timely provide statutorily
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(2) (a) By December 31, 2021, the Board of Governors, the

State Board of Education, and the Independent Colleges and

Universities of Florida shall each identify and publish a list

of career certificate and undergraduate and graduate degree

programs offered by a district career center, charter technical

career center, Florida College System institution, independent

college or university, or state university, as applicable, which

do not lead directly to employment.

(b) In determining which programs will be included on a

list, the Board of Governors, the State Board of Education, and

the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida shall

consider national, state, and regional industry demand for

certificateholders and graduates of such degree programs. For

each certificate and degree program listed, the Board of

Governors and the State Board of Education must identify

occupations, current job openings, estimates of job growth, and

employment wages. The State Board of Education list must include

programs at independent colleges and universities licensed by

the Commission for Independent Education.

(c) The Board of Governors, the State Board of Education,

and the Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida must

publish the methodology used in determining whether programs

were included on a list.

(d) The respective lists must be updated annually, by

December 31, to be effective in the next academic year.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.50, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.50 Florida Public Student Assistance Grant Program;
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407| eligibility for grants.— 436| Publie Postscecondary Carcer Fdueation Student Assistance Grant
408 (4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Public 437 Program—shaltl remain therein and shall be available for earrying
409| Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to 438 wt—the purp £ —£hi tion-
410| eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by 439 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
411 the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least 440 (5) of section 1009.51, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
412 the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of 441 1009.51 Florida Private Student Assistance Grant Program;
413| eligible applicants who did not receive awards+—the 442| eligibility for grants.—
414 Famaarat s atbana pected—Ffamit e e 443 (4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Private
415| provisiens—feor—unused—funds. The formula must account for 444 Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
416 changes in the number of eligible students across all student 445 eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
417| assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section 446| the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
418 and ss. 1009.505, 1009.51, and 1009.52. 447 the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of
419 S—Furds—aperopriated by the begisltature feor stat cudert 448 eligible applicants who did not receive awards—the
420| eassistarn grants—maybe—deposited—in—the StateStudent 449 tandardization—of—th peected—famid rEribytion,—and
421| Firaneialt fstan Frust—Fund—Notwithstanding—s—216-301+—and 450| preovisions—ferunused—funds. The formula must account for
422 pursuant—+ — 235t ——anybatan tr—the—trust—fund at—th et 451 changes in the number of eligible students across all student
423 £ eany—fiseat—year—which has beenrallecated—+to—+the Fleorida 452 assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
424 PublieStudent Assistance Grant Program shall remain thereinand 453 and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.52.
425 hall be available for carrying out the purp £ thi 454 (5} Funds appropriated by the Legislature for Florida
426| seetions 455| privet cudent—assistan grarts—raybedeposited—ina—the Stat
427 Section 6. Subsection (5) of section 1009.505, Florida 456 StudentFinaneialAssistance TrustFund—Notwithstanding s+
428 Statutes, is amended to read: 457 21630t —andpursuant—+£ —21t6-351——anybatan in—the—trust
429 1009.505 Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education 458| £fund—at—the-end of any fiscal year which has beenallocated—te
430| Student Assistance Grant Program.— 459| +heFleridaPrivate Student Assistanece Grant Pregram shatt
431 {(S—Funds—appropriated by the begistature for stat tadent 460| remaintherein and shall be availtable for earrying out—th
432| assistanrce—grantsmay pbedeposittedinthe State Student 461| purposes—of—this scetionand asotherwise provided by taws
433 Finaneial—Assistance Frust Fund—Neotwithstanding s+—216-301—and 462 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsection
434 pursuant—- —21t6-351——any batar B e S e e e ¥t 463 (6) of section 1009.52, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
435| ef—anyfisecal—yearwhich has beenalltocated—te—the Fleorida 464 1009.52 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant

Page 15 of 32 Page 16 of 32
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 86

581-02942-21

Program; eligibility for grants.—

202186¢c1

(4) (a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Postsecondary
Student Assistance Grant Program shall be distributed to
eligible institutions in accordance with a formula approved by
the State Board of Education. The formula must consider at least
the prior year’s distribution of funds andy the number of

eligible applicants who did not receive awards;—the

+ =] a4 41 £+ tod £ il 4o Jnaad o =]
andardization—of—th peeted—famit rEribution,——and
provisiens—for—unused—funds. The formula must account for

changes in the number of eligible students across all student
assistance grant programs established pursuant to this section
and ss. 1009.50, 1009.505, and 1009.51.

V\ Tand toted by +the T iolat £ k| L
—Fonas—appropriatea—o Ae—hLegiIstatur for—fFtoriaa
+ a +tudent s + be—d tod 4 +h
s oo Ey vaeRt—aSSEStEan SEaczss oy —oe—acpostTtea—Ti—th
Stat tudentF3 | s T £ Tund.- Netwithstands
= weert—Frhancia: +SEaf T Fane—NoEwTrEAS Ea eI RS
16301 | PR 21 351 Bal : tha + +
6 T—aRa—pursuan = o= T—afy—oatah TR—the—trust
fund ot + d of £4 1 hieh h B 11 tod +
ToRre— +r oot —aRy TISear ¥ —wWhTrCh AaS—PoCeh—ar+ €
: £h 3 g shall b 1 1abl £ 3 PR
remati—Ehrereiri—ana Shatt—Pe avartabte—fof S FY RS TE—EHR
£ +h 4 = + 3 L ded b1
paEp f—Eh+ Tor—ahe—o Ferwt PE raea—Pby—ta

Section 9. Subsections (3), (4), and (7) of section
1009.53, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.53 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.—

(3) The Department of Education shall administer the Bright
Futures Scholarship Program according to rules and procedures
established by the State Board of Education. A single
application must be sufficient for a student to apply for any of

the awards. The department shall advertise the availability of

the scholarship program and shall notify students, teachers,
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parents, certified school counselors, and principals or other
relevant school administrators of the criteria and application
procedures. The department must begin this process of
notification no later than September Januwary 1 of each year.

(4) Funding for the Bright Futures Scholarship Program must
be allocated from the Education Enhancement Trust Fund and must
be provided before allocations from that fund are calculated for
disbursement to other educational entities.

+4=> If funds appropriated are not adequate to provide the
maximum allowable award to each eligible applicant, awards in

all components of the program must be prorated using the same

percentage reduction.
) Naot S NP A4 21 201 £ 11 £ a 11 o +
B—Netwithotanding 21630 f =11 funds—alteocated—=
+ n 3 i a4 Sl N D + A 1
He—Srteht—frbue HetdarshipProgream—are Hsed—r—er
h] + 10 + £ +1 +total 17 + 4 1
fiseal—year;—up 10—pereen £—+£h st—atteecation—tray—E
a £ a + £l 2
srried—forwardandused—for awards—dn—the following S

(7) A student may receive only one type of award from the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program at any given time,
but may transfer from one type of award to another through the
renewal application process, if the student’s eligibility status

changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer from a

Florida Medallion Scholarship, a Florida Gold Seal CAPE
Scholarship, or a Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship to a
Florida Academic Scholarship. A—student—who—reeeives—an—aware

£ N 1 s £ 1 £ 27 4 +
from—the programmay ot ¥ i a—federat—famityeduecation
Toan—eorafederaldireet Joan—andthe valueof the awardmust
b asidered—dn—th rtificationorecaleuvlationof+th

tudentls 1 1ieibilit

(SaSaS22s TOTH EeEaCESSE

Section 10. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (3) of
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section 1009.532, Florida Statutes, to read:

1009.532 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program;
student eligibility requirements for renewal awards.—

(3)

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), beginning with students

initially funded in the 2022-2023 academic year, the maximum

number of credit hours which can be awarded must be reduced by

the number of postsecondary credit hours the student has earned

from articulated acceleration mechanisms under s. 1007.27 which

are accepted by the postsecondary educational institution toward

the requirements of a career certificate, an applied technology

diploma, an associate in applied science degree, or an associate

in science degree or in partial fulfillment of general education

coursework requirements of an associate or baccalaureate degree.

Section 11. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.534,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.534 Florida Academic Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Academic Scholars
award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or its equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of

Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has

attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (a) e=n
Aot tiad m + £h hel + 4 b} £ M + £h + =
Aptitude Test, th kolastic As ment Test, or the v rtered
Sehel 4 £ Moot £+ Ccoll P inl i £
At B e s e L e e
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(b) Has attended a home educati
1002.41 during grades 11 and 12, has
Baccalaureate curriculum but failed
Baccalaureate Diploma, or has comple
International Certificate of Educati
earn the Advanced International Cert

Diploma, and has attained at least t

1009.531(6) (a) en—th mbiaed road
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completed the International
to earn the International
ted the Advanced
on curriculum but failed to
ificate of Education

he score required under s.
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holastiec Aptitude Test, th
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T = T E==S

Ent =

H

+ £
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2

ment—Program;

(c) Has been awarded an Interna
from the International Baccalaureate
International Certificate of Educati

University of Cambridge Internationa

tional Baccalaureate Diploma
Office or an Advanced

on Diploma from the

1 Examinations Office;

S ANE} £
merE rF—aehT HeRt

(d) Has been recognized by #hk
programs—oef the National Merit Schol
scholar or finalist; e=

(e) Has been granted academic h

arship Corporation as a

onors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition P

rograms for students from

N +h Naoti
£ +r

underrepresented communities; or =

grized National

" e R s o Lol s
(f) For a high school student who graduated in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degr

ee with a minimum

postsecondary cumulative grade point

average of 3.5 on a 4.0

scale before graduating from high sc

hool; or

2. Has earned a College Board Advanced Placement Capstone
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Diploma with scores of 4 or higher on six Advanced Placement

examinations.

The student must complete a program

of volunteer service work,

as approved by the district school board, the administrators of

a nonpublic school, or the Department of Education for home

education program students, which must include a minimum of 75

hours of service work for high school students graduating in the

2010-2011 academic year and 100 hours of service work for high

school students graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year and

thereafter. The student must identify a social or civic issue or

a professional area that interests him or her, develop a plan

for his or her personal involvement

in addressing the issue or

learning about the area, and, through papers or other

presentations, evaluate and reflect

upon his or her experience.

Except for credit earned through service-learning courses

adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497, the student may not receive

remuneration or academic credit for

the volunteer service work

performed. Such work may include, but is not limited to, a

business or governmental internship,

work for a nonprofit

community service organization, or activities on behalf of a
candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer service must
be documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the
student, the student’s parent or guardian, and a representative
of the organization for which the student performed the
volunteer service work.

(2) A Florida Academic Scholar who is enrolled in a

certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate degree program

at a public or nonpublic postsecondary educational edueation
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institution is eligible for an award equal to the amount
specified = ary—to—pay 100 percentof tuitien—and £
+obh hed = 1000 292 (2 {5} (&) = (7V . 100Q 2D {2}
coo T o CO oot T T O T T T T T T7 TITer A} T = g A} 7T
7 7 7 7 7 7 7
(1 4V () =i (1 &) 1 N =i 1 1 11
e —and—16—as—appltieabler——and——= Tigibte—for—ean
A4+ + g + N 1 + P L N + £
additionat ipend—Ffor—t books;—teo—asst Heh—the—paymen £
& + 3 il £ = +£3 13 1 +eod in
dueationat penses—as—funds—ar peetfiealliy appropriated

the General Appropriations Act to assist with the payment of

educational expenses.
Section 12. Section 1009.5341,

to read:

Florida Statutes, is amended

1009.5341 Florida Bright Futures Scholarship awards for

graduate study.—
(1) For the 2021-2022 academic year, Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship recipients whe—graduate—in—the 201062011 —academ:
a +h £+ NN N ul 4 a 3 7 4
ar—and—thereafterwith o bacecalauren degr Eoss mestersy
N 2 k] + £ N 4 AN A +
=t Srtrates r—fewer hoursy—and—wish pursue—gradus

study may apply the unused portion o

Scholars award or Florida Medallion

f their Florida Academic

Scholars award toward %+

semester—of graduate study—met—£

g4—15 mester—hours paid

at the undergraduate rate. A—bacealauvreatedegree—mayineluder
bk 4 £ it 4 17 EENS d +h
t—is—pot—limited 7 Heg redd- arped—through

(2) Beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year, a Florida

Bright Futures Scholarship recipient may apply the unused

portion of his or her Florida Academic Scholars award or Florida

Medallion Scholars award toward graduate study in a degree field

that is not identified on a list developed pursuant to s.

1009.46(2) (a), which must be paid at the undergraduate rate.
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Section 13. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009.535,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.535 Florida Medallion Scholars award.—

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars
award if he or she meets the general eligibility requirements
for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program and:

(a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0 as
calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, or the equivalent, in high
school courses that are designated by the State Board of
Education as college-preparatory academic courses and has
attained at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) e=n
£h AN 4 Bal g FEE R + £ +h ol £

B Fored rhal—ard—guantitatt e £k Hotast:
Aot dtaad m 4 1 el 3 £ M + £ 4 =
AptitudeTest;—the SecholastieAs mept—Test—or—the = rtered
Sehal 4+ 4 £ M + £+ Ccoll Tt i) 3 4+ 4
botastied et Tess otk oo tatrar e
3 ] + +h hWalil + D .
raa—eertvater * A—th A ment—Program;

(b) Has completed the International Baccalaureate
curriculum but failed to earn the International Baccalaureate

Diploma or has completed the Advanced International Certificate

of Education curriculum but failed to earn the Advanced
International Certificate of Education Diploma, and has attained
at least the score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) en—the
N A ol A ESE T SN + £+ Sl + o
R R b sl epaa DL e —— e R
At d 13 d m + £h hal + by £ M + £h + a
pitbude Test, the Zehotesbic As sment Mest, or the oy Frered
SE¥ie}aSEi‘ € 1kSSeSSl EIXE ;eSE ef E}!e ge}}ege EiiEfaiiee Effaf i’ IiaEi‘ EXQI
1 1 + + 1 om + D .
e = St - mertProgram;

(c) Has attended a home education program according to s.

1002.41 during grades 11 and 12 and has attained at least the

score required under s. 1009.531(6) (b) ern—tk mpbined rhat

aX2d S_aaikEi EaEi’ e ?af Es e£ E}ie Se}ie}aSEi € 1kai Eﬂde IeSEI E}ie
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hal + 3 £ + +h + d—Sahal + 3
holastie Assessment Test—or the ¥ rrered Fotastt
£ m + £+ 17 Tt hn) P
mert—TFest—of—th TegeErtran atieon;—or—an
3 1 + £h T £ D ;
sutvatent ¥ a—Eeh T mert—Program;
(d) Has been recognized by the merit—or—achi ment—program

of—he National Merit Scholarship Corporation as a scholar or
finalist but has not completed the program of volunteer service
work required under s. 1009.534; er

(e) Has been granted academic honors by one or more of the

College Board National Recognition Programs for students from

underrepresented communities recegnrized by the National Hispanie

= grition Pregramas—a helary but has not completed the

program of volunteer service work required under s. 1009.534; or

(f) For a high school student who graduates in the 2021-

2022 academic year and thereafter:

1. Has earned an associate degree with a minimum cumulative

postsecondary grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale before

graduating from high school; or

2. Has earned an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma with

scores of 3 or higher on six Advanced Placement Examinations.

A high school student graduating in the 2011-2012 academic year
and thereafter must complete at least 75 hours of volunteer
service work approved by the district school board, the
administrators of a nonpublic school, or the Department of
Education for home education program students. The student must
identify a social or civic issue or a professional area that
interests him or her, develop a plan for his or her personal
involvement in addressing the issue or learning about the area,

and, through papers or other presentations, evaluate and reflect
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1009.71 Florida Bright Opportunities Grant Program.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Bright

Opportunities Grant Program is established and shall be

administered by the participating institutions in accordance

with rules of the State Board of Education. The program shall

provide an award equal to the amount necessary to cover tuition

and registration fees, after applying all other federal and

state financial aid, for eligible students at a Florida College

System institution, a career center operated by a district

school board under s. 1001.44, or a charter technical career

center under s. 1002.34.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a

student must have a tuition and registration fee balance not

covered by all federal financial and state financial aid, and:

(a) Be enrolled as a student seeking a degree or career

certificate in an associate degree,

technical certificate,

applied technology diploma, or clock hour certificate program at

a Florida College System institution, or a clock hour career

certificate or diploma program at a district career center or

charter technical career center. The students must be enrolled

for at least 6 semester hours or the equivalent per term at a

Florida College System institution,

district career center, or

charter technical career center;

(b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3.

and (c); and

(c) Qualify and remain eligible each academic year for the

Pell Grant.
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755| An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a 784| period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a
756 student’s eligibility to receive a grant under this section. 785 student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of
757 (3) GRANT AWARD.—The program shall: 786 changing eligibility determinations previously made.
758 (a) Cover remaining tuition and registration fees, with a 787 (d) Each participating institution shall report to the
759 stipend for books as specified in the General Appropriations 788 department by the established date the number of students
760| Act, for eligible students after all other federal and state 789 eligible for the program for each academic term. Each
761 financial aid is applied to tuition and fees. 790| institution also shall report to the department any necessary
762 (b) Be allocated, subject to the availability of funding, 791 demographic and eligibility data for such students.
763| on a first-come, first-served basis. The award may not exceed 792 (e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30
764 the cost of tuition and fees at that institution, plus a stipend 793 days after the end of regular registration each term the amount
765| for books as determined in the General Appropriations Act. 794| of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to
766| Returning students shall receive priority over new students. 795| the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,
767 (4) AWARD DURATION.—A student is eligible to receive an 796 and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer
768| award for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s. 797 term.
769 1009.40(3) . 798 (6) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
770 (5) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.— 799 to implement this section.
771 (a) The funds appropriated for the program must be 800 Section 15. Section 1009.711, Florida Statutes, is created
772| distributed to eligible institutions in accordance with a 801| to read:
773 formula approved by the State Board of Education. The formula 802 1009.711 Florida Endeavor Scholarship Program.—
774 must take into account at least the prior year’s distribution of 803 (1) ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSE.—The Florida Endeavor
775| funds and the number of eligible applicants who did not receive 804 Scholarship Program is established and shall be administered by
776 awards. 805| participating institutions in accordance with rules of the State
7717 (b) Subject to appropriation by the Legislature, payment of 806| Board of Education. The program shall provide an award equal to
778| grants must be transmitted to the institution in advance of the 807| the amount necessary to cover tuition, registration, and testing
779 registration period. Institutions shall notify students of the 808 fees, including high school equivalency diploma test fees, for
780| amount of their awards. 809| eligible students at a Florida College System institution, a
781 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a 810| career center operated by a district school board under s.
782 disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the 811 1001.44, or a charter technical career center under s. 1002.34.
783| end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add 812 (2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a
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813| student may not have earned a high school credential before 842 (3) SCHOLARSHIP AWARD.—A student is eligible to receive an
814 enrolling at the institution, and must: 843 award equal to the amount to cover tuition and registration fees
815 (a) Be enrolled in a career certificate or noncollege- 844 for a career certificate or applied technology diploma program
816| credit applied technology diploma program or in a General 845 for the number of semesters or quarters specified in s.
817| Education Program at a Florida College System institution, a 846 1009.40(3). The award may not exceed the cost of tuition and
818 district career center, or a charter technical career center; 847 registration fees at that institution. The institution shall
819 (b) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)2. and 3. 848 award scholarships subject to the availability of funding, on a
820 and (c); 849 first-come, first-served basis. Returning students must be given
821 (c) Demonstrate readiness for enrollment in a postsecondary 850| priority over new students.
822 clock hour program. The student shall: 851 (4) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—
823 1. Meet the basic skills assessment requirement for the 852 (a) The funds appropriated for the program must be
824| certificate or diploma program; 853| distributed to eligible institutions in accordance with a
825 2. Demonstrate grade 9 level or above literacy and numeracy 854 formula approved by the State Board of Education. The formula
826 skills on an assessment approved by the State Board of Education 855| must take into account at least the prior year’s distribution of
827 for basic skills; or 856| funds and the number of eligible applicants who did not receive
828 3. Enroll for at least one term in a school district or 857| awards.
829 Florida College System institution Integrated Education and 858 (b) Subject to the appropriation of funds by the
830| Training program. 859| Legislature, the department shall transmit payment of grants to
831 (d) To maintain eligibility after the initial term of 860| the institution in advance of the registration period.
832| enrollment, a student must demonstrate progress toward the 861 Institutions shall notify students of the amount of their
833| completion of a clock hour certificate or diploma program 862| awards.
834 through attendance and successful completion of program 863 (c) The eligibility status of each student to receive a
835| standards. A student who does not maintain attendance and 864| disbursement must be determined by each institution as of the
836| progress toward completion of courses in the program is not 865| end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a drop-add
837 eligible for a renewal award. 866| period. Institutions may not be required to reevaluate a
838 867 student’s eligibility status after this date for purposes of
839| An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a 868| changing eligibility determinations previously made.
840| student’s initial eligibility to receive a grant under this 869 (d) Each participating institution shall report to the
841 section. 870| department by the established date the number of students
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eligible for the program for each academic term. Each

institution also shall report to the department any necessary

demographic and eligibility data for such students.

(e) Institutions shall certify to the department within 30

days after the end of regular registration each term the amount

of funds disbursed to each student. Institutions shall remit to

the department any undisbursed advances for the fall, spring,

and summer terms within 30 days after the end of the summer

term.

(5) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

to implement this section.

Section 16. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and subsection
(5) of section 1009.893, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.893 Benacquisto Scholarship Program.—

(4) In order to be eligible for an initial award under the
scholarship program, a student must meet the requirements of
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b).

(b) A student who initially enrolls in a baccalaureate
degree program in the 2018-2019 through 2021-2022 academic years
year—er—2tater and who i1s not a resident of this state, as
determined in s. 1009.40 and rules of the State Board of

Education, must:

1. Physically reside in this state on or near the campus of
the postsecondary educational institution in which the student
is enrolled;

2. Earn a high school diploma from a school outside Florida
which is comparable to a standard Florida high school diploma or
its equivalent pursuant to s. 1002.3105, s. 1003.4281, s.
1003.4282, or s. 1003.435 or must complete a home education
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program in another state; and

3. Be accepted by and enrolled full-time in a baccalaureate
degree program at an eligible regionally accredited Florida
public or independent postsecondary educational institution
during the fall academic term following high school graduation.

(5) (a)l. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (a), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General

Appropriations Act egual—te—theinstitutionat t—of attendan

£ £ +h tudentl hn}
Fr w—of—th 2SS 2 £

fii==2ass

Sehol 3 a Nati 1 M S h

AOTarSaTp—ant hatroRar—1eEE

2. An eligible student who meets the requirements of
paragraph (4) (b), who is a National Merit Scholar, and who
attends a Florida public postsecondary educational institution

shall receive a scholarship award as specified in the General

Appropriations Act egual—te—the—institutionalt +—ofattendan
c g c . . ; . Lo Nas 1 Merd
Sehetarship. Such student is exempt from the payment of out-of-

state fees.

(b) An eligible student who is a National Merit Scholar and
who attends a Florida independent postsecondary educational
institution shall receive a scholarship award as specified in

the General Appropriations Act eguwat—teo—thehighest——ecost—of

ttand £ L dent £ i P 1led ot ink| 1 d
tendan for—a—r Heten £ T tat Arot+t aE—a—Ftorica
b1 ' e ted bwvthe B 4 of ¢ £ +h
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Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes
Summary:

CS/SB 486 modifies how juvenile justice education programs are operated and funded. These
modifications include how instructional time is defined and how funds are allocated between
school districts and educational providers. Specifically, the bill:

Provides for equivalent hours of instruction in the definition of “juvenile justice education
programs or schools” for nonresidential programs.

Requires that at least 95 percent of Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) funds
generated by a student in Department of Juvenile Justice programs or specified education
program for juveniles must be spent on instructional costs.

Requires all contracts between district school boards and juvenile justice education programs
to be in writing.

Requires timely satisfaction of invoices by district school boards, with a penalty for late
payments.

Specifies that district school boards may not delay payment of funds owed to juvenile justice
education programs pending receipt of local funds.

The bill has no impact on state revenues or expenditures. However districts will be required to
spend an additional 5% of the FEFP funds generated by the Department of Juvenile Justice
students on instructional costs. See Section V.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2021.
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Il. Present Situation:
Juvenile Justice Education Programs and Schools

Juvenile justice education programs or schools operate for the purpose of providing educational
services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) programs, for a school year comprised
of 250 days of instruction distributed over 12 months. At the request of the provider, a district
school board may decrease the minimum number of days of instruction by up to 10 days for
teacher planning for residential programs and up to 20 days for teacher planning for
nonresidential programs, subject to the approval of the DJJ and the Department of Education
(DOE).!

A juvenile justice provider is the DJJ, the sheriff, or a private, public, or other governmental
organization under contract with the DJJ or the sheriff that provides treatment, care and custody,
or educational programs for youth in juvenile justice intervention, detention, or commitment
programs.?

Educational Services in DJJ Programs

The DOE acts as the lead agency for juvenile justice education programs and sets the standards
for curriculum and other support services.®

Students who do not attend a local public school due to their placement in a DJJ detention,
prevention, residential, or day treatment program are provided high-quality and effective
educational programs by the local school district in which the DJJ facility is located or by an
education provider through a contract with the local school district.* Each program must be
conducted according to applicable law providing for the operation of public schools and rules of
the State Board of Education.®

The district school board must make provisions for each student to participate in basic, Career
and Professional Education (CAPE), and exceptional student programs, as appropriate. Students
served in DJJ education programs must have access to the appropriate courses and instruction to
prepare them for the high school equivalency examination. School districts must provide the high
school equivalency examination exit option for all juvenile justice education programs.®

With the assistance of the school districts and juvenile justice education providers, the DOE must
select a common student assessment instrument and protocol for measuring student learning
gains and student progression while a student is in a juvenile justice education program.’

! Section 1003.01(11)(a), F.S.
2 Section 1003.01(11)(b), F.S.
3 Section 1003.52(1), F.S.

4 Rule 6A-6.05281(2), F.A.C.
5 Section 1003.52(3)(a), F.S.
61d.

7 Section 1003.52(3)(b), F.S.
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Funding of Students Enrolled in Juvenile Justice Education Programs

Funding for eligible students enrolled in juvenile justice education programs is provided through
the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP).8 Students participating in high school
equivalency examination preparation programs are funded at the basic program cost factor for
DJJ programs in the FEFP.®

Funding of instruction in a standard school is limited to 900 hours for a student in Grade 4
through Grade 12 and 720 hours for a student in Kindergarten through Grade 3. DJJ programs
are permitted to receive funding for instruction provided beyond the 180 day limit. DJJ students,
both residential and nonresidential, are funded for one FTE (900 hours or 180 days of instruction
during the regular school year) and up to an additional 45 days (or 350 hours) of instruction
during the summer, for a total of 250 days of instruction. DJJ programs are the only exception to
the summer school earning and reporting of FTE because their programs are year-round.*°

An hourly equivalent for the 250 days of instruction has not been established in statute,
administrative rule, or through DOE guidelines. Flexibility within the 25-hour week was
provided to DJJ programs through an October 2010 DOE technical assistance paper. However,
when rule 6A-6.05281 of the Florida Administrative Code, was amended, the flexibility was
removed.!

At least 90 percent of the FEFP funds generated by students in DJJ programs or in an education
program for juveniles must be spent on instructional costs for those students.*?

One hundred percent of the formula-based categorical funds'® generated by students in DJJ
programs must be spent on appropriate categoricals, such as instructional materials and public
school technology for those students.*

Contracts with Providers

Each school district that provides educational services to students in a DJJ facility must negotiate
a cooperative agreement with DJJ and may negotiate educational service contracts with private
education service providers if they do not directly provide the education services.* The district
school board of the county in which the juvenile justice education prevention, day treatment,
residential, or detention program is located must provide or contract for appropriate educational
assessments and an appropriate program of instruction and special education services.'® Such
contracts must include the following:

8 Section 1011.62, F.S.

% Section 1003.52(3)(a), F.S.

10 Section 1011.61, F.S.

11 Department of Education, Senate Bill 486 Legislative Bill Analysis (Jan. 11, 2021) (on file with the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Education).

12 Section 1003.51(2)(i), F.S.

13 Section 1011.62(10), F.S.

14 Section 1003.51(2)(i), F.S.

15 Florida Department of Education, Developing Effective Education in the Department of Juvenile Justice Annual Report
2019-2019 available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7567/urlt/DevEffEduDJJ1819.pdf.

16 Section 1003.52(3), F.S. and Rule 6A-6.05281(9), F.A.C.
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e Payment structure and amounts;

e Access to district services;

e Contract management provisions;

e Data maintenance and reporting requirements;

e Administrative guidelines and oversight of federal programs; and
e Require that all educational services comply with this rule.!’

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 486 modifies how juvenile justice education programs are operated and funded. These
modifications include how instructional time is defined and how funds are allocated between
school districts and educational providers.

The bill modifies the definition of “juvenile justice education programs or schools” by allowing
for the number of instructional days, currently 250 days over 12 months, to be expressed in
equivalent hours for nonresidential programs. These hours must be specified by the State Board
of Education (SBE) and reviewed annually. Further, the bill specifies that current law
authorizing a district school board to decrease the minimum number of days of instruction by up
to 20 days for nonresidential programs may also be expressed in hours, subject to SBE rule. In
any case, a DJJ nonresidential program will still be funded based on one FTE (900 hours) for the
regular school year and up to 350 hours (.38 FTE) during the summer school period.

The bill adjusts the requirements for Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) funds generated
by students in Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) or juvenile delinquency education programs.
The bill increases the funding amounts that must be spent on instructional cost for students from
90 percent to 95 percent of the funds generated. Increasing the percentage of FEFP dollars that
must be provided to a DJJ educational program for instructional cost from 90 percent to 95
percent would have a 5 percent reduction for school districts in administrative dollars which are
often used to provide accountability oversight.'® Districts that have a high administrative
overhead may have difficulty providing the same level of administrative support and oversight
within the five percent of funds generated by the DJJ program FEFP. If that is the case, then the
supplemental administrative funds will have to be provided from some other source.

The bill provides additional requirements for contracts between district school boards and

juvenile justice education programs. Specifically, the bill requires:

e All contracts to be in writing between district school boards desiring to contract directly with
juvenile justice education programs to provide academic instruction.

e New or renewal contracts to be executed and negotiated within 40 days after the district
school board provides the proposal, unless both parties agree to an extension.

e District school boards to satisfy invoices issued by the juvenile justice education program
within 15 working days after receipt.
o Ifadistrict school board does not timely issue a warrant for payment, it must pay to the

juvenile justice education program interest at a rate of one percent per month, calculated

17 Rule 6A-6.05281(9), F.A.C.
18 Department of Juvenile Justice, Legislative Bill Analysis for SB 486 (Jan. 25, 2021).
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on a daily basis, on the unpaid balance until such time as a warrant is issued for the
invoice and accrued interest amount.

o District school boards may not delay payment to a juvenile justice education program of
any portion of funds owed pending the district’s receipt of local funds.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2021.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.
Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.

State Tax or Fee Increases:

None.

Other Constitutional Issues:

None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
Private Sector Impact:

None.

Government Sector Impact:

This bill has no impact on state appropriations; however, it does affect school district

expenditure of funds for DJJ programs.

The requirement for school districts to spend 95 percent of the funds generated by DJJ

students on instructional costs for those students, an increase of 5 percent over the



BILL: CS/SB 486 Page 6

VI.

VII.

VIII.

percentage required under current law, may result in approximately an additional $2.1
million being spent on instructional costs by districts for DJJ students.*®

This would be a 5% reduction in administrative dollars for the districts, which are often
used to provide accountability oversight.2° Districts that have high administrative
overhead for the DJJ programs may be challenged to provide the same level of
administrative and accountability support within the funds generated by the DJJ program
FEFP. If that is the case, then supplemental administrative funds will have to be provided
from some other source.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes:
1003.01, 1003.51, and 1003.52.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Education on March 2, 2021

The committee substitute:

o Clarifies that the use of equivalent instructional days expressed in hours is only
applicable to nonresidential programs.

o Removes redundant language regarding equivalent hours as specified in the State
Board of Education rule.

o Modifies the length of time district school boards must satisfy invoices issued by
juvenile justice programs from 10 working days to 15 working days.

o Removes the requirement that district school boards provide proposed contracts to
juvenile justice education programs by April 1.

Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.

19 Department of Education, Senate Bill 486 Legislative Bill Analysis (Jan. 11, 2021) (on file with the Senate Appropriations

Subcommittee on Education).
20 Department of Juvenile Justice, Senate Bill 486 Legislative Bill Analysis (Jan. 25, 2021) (on file with the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education).
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1 A bill to be entitled 30 1003.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
2 An act relating to juvenile justice education 31 1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:
3 programs; amending s. 1003.01, F.S.; redefining the 32 (11) (a) “Juvenile justice education programs or schools”
4 term “juvenile justice education programs or schools”; 33| means programs or schools operating for the purpose of providing
5 amending s. 1003.51, F.S.; increasing the percentage 34 educational services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice
6 of certain funds that must be spent on specified 35| programs, for a school year composed eemprised of 250 days of
7 costs; clarifying that Department of Juvenile Justice 36| instruction, or the equivalent expressed in hours as specified
8 education programs are entitled to certain funds; 37 in State Board of Education rule, distributed over 12 months. If
9 requiring such funds to be spent in a certain manner; 38| the period of operation is expressed in hours, the State Board
10 amending 1003.52, F.S.; requiring that contracts 39 of Education must review the calculation annually. The use of
11 between district school boards and juvenile justice 40 the equivalent expressed in hours is only applicable to
12 education programs be in writing; providing a 41| nonresidential programs. At the request of the provider, a
13 timeframe within which district school boards and 42 district school board may decrease the minimum number of days of
14 juvenile justice education programs must negotiate and 43 instruction by up to 10 days for teacher planning for
15 execute their contracts; authorizing an extension of 44 residential programs and up to 20 days or equivalent hours as
16 time; requiring the Department of Education to provide 45 specified in the State Board of Education rule for teacher
17 mediation services for certain disputes; requiring 46| planning for nonresidential programs, subject to the approval of
18 district school boards satisfy certain invoices within 47| the Department of Juvenile Justice and the Department of
19 a specified timeframe; requiring district school 48| Education.
20 boards that fail to timely issue a warrant for payment 49 Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of section
21 to also pay interest at a specified rate to the 50 1003.51, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
22 juvenile justice education program; prohibiting school 51 1003.51 Other public educational services.—
23 boards from delaying certain payments pending receipt 52 (2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
24 of local funds; conforming a cross-reference; 53| articulating expectations for effective education programs for
25 providing an effective date. 54 students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs, including,
26 55| but not limited to, education programs in juvenile Jjustice
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 56| prevention, day treatment, residential, and detention programs.
28 57 The rule shall establish policies and standards for education
29 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of section 58| programs for students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs
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and shall include the following:

(i) Funding requirements, which must provide skalt—nelude
the—reguirement that at least 95 96 percent of the FEFP funds
generated by students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs
or in an education program for juveniles under s. 985.19 must be
spent on instructional costs for those students. Department of

Juvenile Justice education programs are entitled to 100 ere

hundred percent of the formula-based categorical funds generated
by students in Department of Juvenile Justice programs. Such
funds must be spent on appropriate categoricals, such as
instructional materials and public school technology for those
students.

Section 3. Present paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3)
of section 1003.52, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
paragraphs (c) and (d), respectively, and new paragraphs (a) and
(b) are added to that subsection, and paragraph (a) of
subsection (17) of that section is amended, to read:

1003.52 Educational services in Department of Juvenile
Justice programs.—

(3) The district school board of the county in which the
juvenile justice education prevention, day treatment,
residential, or detention program is located shall provide or
contract for appropriate educational assessments and an
appropriate program of instruction and special education
services.

(a) All contracts between a district school board desiring

to contract directly with juvenile justice education programs to

provide academic instruction for students in such programs must

be in writing. Unless both parties agree to an extension of
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time, the district school board and the juvenile justice

education program shall negotiate and execute a new or renewal

contract within 40 days after the district school board provides

the proposal to the juvenile justice education program. The

Department of Education shall provide mediation services for any

disputes relating to this paragraph.

(b) District school boards shall satisfy invoices issued by

juvenile justice education programs within 15 working days after

receipt. If a district school board does not timely issue a

warrant for payment, it must pay to the juvenile justice

education program interest at a rate of 1 percent per month,

calculated on a daily basis, on the unpaid balance until such

time as a warrant is issued for the invoice and accrued interest

amount. The district school board may not delay payment to a

juvenile justice education program of any portion of funds owed

pending the district’s receipt of local funds.

(17) The department, in collaboration with the Department
of Juvenile Justice, shall collect data and report on
commitment, day treatment, prevention, and detention programs.
The report shall be submitted to the President of the Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Governor by
February 1 of each year. The report must include, at a minimum:

(a) The number and percentage of students who:

1. Return to an alternative school, middle school, or high
school upon release and the attendance rate of such students
before and after participation in juvenile justice education
programs.

2. Receive a standard high school diploma or a high school

equivalency diploma.
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3. Receive industry certification.

4. Enroll in a postsecondary educational institution.

5. Complete a juvenile justice education program without
reoffending.

6. Reoffend within 1 year after completion of a day
treatment or residential commitment program.

7. Remain employed 1 year after completion of a day
treatment or residential commitment program.

8. Demonstrate learning gains pursuant to paragraph (3) (d)
Rseme=sat

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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Summary:

SB 1372 establishes the New Worlds Reading Initiative to improve literacy skills and instill a
love of reading by providing high-quality free books to students in kindergarten through grade 5
who are reading below grade level. The bill:

e Requires the Department of Education or a contracted third party to administer the program
using state funds to pay for half of the cost to provide free books to students.

e Authorizes school districts, and charter schools in nonparticipating school districts, to
provide for free monthly book delivery to students in kindergarten through grade 5 who
exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading and choose to participate in the program.

e Requires participating school districts or charter schools to partner with a nonprofit
organization to implement the initiative and to provide half the cost of the program from
local funding sources.

e Requires the administrator to annually report to the Legislature and the Commissioner of
Education on the performance of the program.

The cost of the book distribution initiative created by this bill requires a significant appropriation
of state funds to support the districts that choose to participate in the program. See Section V.

The bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2021.
Il. Present Situation:

Forty-three percent of the students entering kindergarten in 2020 demonstrated literacy skills that
fell below grade-level expectations.t Forty-two percent of third grade students were assessed as

! Florida Department of Education (DOE), FLKRS Statewide Results, Fall 2020 Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener
(FLKRS), available at http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/flkrs/flkrs-sw-results.stml
(download excel file “Fall 2020 FLKRS Results by District™) (last visited Mar. 5, 2021).
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reading below grade level in 2019.2 Students who read below grade level at the end of third
grade are less likely to graduate high school by age 19.3

The availability of learning materials in the home supports children’s language and literacy
skills.* Children who participate in free book distribution programs between birth to age five
experience a positive effect on literacy development.®

Student Reading Progression

Each district school board is required to establish a comprehensive plan for student progression
which must provide for a student's progression from one grade to another based on the student's
mastery of English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies standards.® The plan
must include criteria that emphasize student reading proficiency in kindergarten through grade 3.
Students in kindergarten through grade 3 who exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading based
upon screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or assessment data; statewide assessments; or
teacher observations must be provided intensive, explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading
interventions immediately following the identification of the reading deficiency.’

Research-Based Reading Instruction Allocation

The state allocates funding to school districts for research-based reading instruction to students

in kindergarten through grade 12.8 Funds must be used to provide a system of comprehensive

reading instruction to students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12, including, for

example:®

e Summer reading camps for students in kindergarten through grade 5 who exhibit certain
reading deficiencies, depending on grade level.*

2 DOE, Florida Standards Assessments (2019), available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5668/urlt/80FSAResults19.pdf, at 4.

3 Donald J. Hernandez, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Double Jeopardy: How Third-Grade Reading Skills and Poverty
Influence High School Graduation (2012), available at https://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/AECF-DoubleJeopardy-2012-
Full.pdf#page=3 (last visited Mar. 5, 2021).

4 Eileen T. Rodriguez & Catherine S. Tamis-LeMonda, Trajectories of the Home Learning Environment Across the First 5
Years: Associations with Children’s Vocabulary and Literacy Prekindergarten, 82 CHILD DEVELOPMENT 1058, 1059 (2011).
> Merel de Bondt et al., Do Book Giveaway Programs Promote Home Literacy Environment and Children’s Literacy-Related
Behavior and Skills?, 90 Review of Education Research 349 (2020), available at
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.3102/0034654320922140.

6 Section 1008.25(2), F.S.

7 Section 1008.25(5)(a), F.S. Students in kindergarten through grade 2 do not participate in statewide, standardized
assessments.

8 Section 1011.62(9), F.S. The state appropriated $130 million to school districts for the research-based reading instruction
allocation for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Specific Appropriations 8 and 92, ch. 2020-111, s. 2, Laws of Fla.

% Section 1011.62(9)(c), F.S. The state also appropriated $236.6 million to school districts for instructional materials for the
2020-2021 fiscal year. Specific Appropriations 8 and 92, ch. 2020-111, s. 2, Laws of Fla. School districts are authorized to
use half of the funds allocated for instructional materials for library books. Section 1006.40(3)(b), F.S. School district
expenditures for library books in the 2019-2020 fiscal year totaled $63.4 million. DOE, School District Annual Financial
Reports (2019-2020), available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/1920afrStateSummary.PDF, at 23 (last
visited Mar. 5, 2021).

10 Al students in kindergarten through grade 2 who demonstrate a reading deficiency as determined by district and state
assessments, and students in grades 3 through 5 who score at Level 1 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment. Section 1011.62(9)(c)5., F.S.
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e Supplemental instructional materials that are grounded in scientifically based reading
research as identified by the Just Read, Florida! Office.!!

e Intensive interventions for students in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been
identified as having a reading deficiency or who are reading below grade level as determined
by the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

District school boards must develop K-12 comprehensive reading plans that detail the specific
uses of the research-based reading instruction allocation. The plans must provide for intensive
reading interventions through integrated curricula that incorporate strategies identified by the
Just Read, Florida! Office and are delivered by a teacher who is certified or endorsed in
reading.*? In the 2020-2021 fiscal year, school districts allocated $36.9 million of the total $130
million appropriated under the research-based reading instruction allocation®? for elementary
reading intervention teachers, supplemental reading materials and interventions, and summer
reading camps.*

Parental Notification and Choice

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in
writing of the deficiency and of all available services and proposed interventions, and be
provided with a “read at home plan,” which outlines strategies that parents can use to help their
children improve in reading.'®

Students enrolled in public school in grades 3 through 5 and score below grade level on the
statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assessment in the prior school year may
also be eligible for a reading scholarship account of $500.%6 A total of 6,763 students received
reading scholarship accounts in the 2019-2020 school year.” The state appropriated $7.6 million
for reading scholarship accounts for the 2020-2021 school year.*®

In the 2020-2021 school year, 112,295 students enrolled in public schools in kindergarten
through grade 5 were identified as having substantial deficiencies in reading and receiving Tier
111 supports.*®

11 Just Read, Florida! is an office within the DOE established to help students read at their highest potential. Section
1001.215, F.S.

12 Section 1011.62(9)(d)1., F.S.

13 Supra, note 8.

14 Email, DOE (Mar. 11, 2021) (on file with the Senate Education Committee).

15 Section 1008.25(5)(c), F.S.

16 Section 1002.411, F.S.

17 Email, Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability, School Choice Landscape, at 34 (March 5,
2021) (on file with the Senate Education Committee).

18 Specific Appropriation 112, ch. 2020-111, s. 2, Laws of Fla.

19 Email, DOE (Mar. 11, 2021) (on file with the Senate Education Committee).
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Book Distribution Programs

An Act to amend the national reading program in 1975% authorized the federal government to
contract with a third-party entity to subcontract with local agencies to establish, operate, and
provide an equal share of the cost of reading motivational programs which include the
distribution of books to schoolchildren.?! The inexpensive book distribution program was last
financed with $25 million in 2010.22 The Every Student Succeeds Act of 20152 repealed the
inexpensive book distribution program.

In 2020, the Tennessee Governor’s Early Literacy Foundation (GELF) and the Tennessee
Department of Education, in collaboration with Scholastic, the global children’s publishing,
education and media company, announced the launch of a new K-3 Book Delivery program to
deliver 580,000 books to 58,000 kindergarten through third grade students and teachers across
the state.?® The GELF has operated a book distribution program in collaboration with Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library to distribute books to children from birth to the age of five since
2004.%5 The Tennessee Legislature appropriated $4,525,000 for the Governor’s Books from Birth
Fund for the 2019 fiscal year,?’ and the Books from Birth program mailed 3.4 million books.?®

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill creates s. 1003.485, F.S., to establish the New Worlds Reading Initiative to improve
literacy skills and instill a love of reading by providing high-quality free books to students in
kindergarten through grade 5 who are reading below grade level expectations.

Under the initiative, a high-quality, hardcopy book is delivered on a monthly basis to eligible
students enrolled in a participating school district or a charter school that chooses to participate
when its sponsor chooses not to participate. The bill defines a participating school district or
charter school as a “participating entity.” Parents of students who participate in the program are
provided resources to help improve their student’s reading skills and instill a love of reading.

State-Level Administrator

Implementation of the initiative is split between participating entities, in partnership with local
nonprofit organizations, and a state administrator, who may either be the Department of

20 pyh. L. No. 94-194, 89 Stat. 1103.

21 |d. at 89 Stat. 1105.

22 U.S. Office of Management and Budget, Appendix, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2012, available
at https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BUDGET-2012-APP/pdf/BUDGET-2012-APP.pdf, at 344.

23 Pub. L. 114-95, 129 Stat. 1802.

24 1d. at 129 Stat. 1967.

% Governor’s Early Literacy Foundation, Press Release (Oct. 21, 2020), https://governorsfoundation.org/governors-early-
literacy-foundation-scholastic-and-tn-department-of-education-to-provide-580000-books-to-k-3-students-and-teachers-in-
tennessee/ (last visited Mar. 11, 2020).

% Governor’s Books from Birth Foundation, 2019 Year in Review, available at
https://gelf.app.box.com/s/z7w8nj75b820fkbs0pkq1f9sij1826ho (last visited Mar. 11, 2021).

272019 Tenn. Pub. Ch. 405 page no. 3, available at https:/legiscan.com/TN/text/HB1508/2019 (last visited Mar. 11, 2021).
2 Governor’s Books from Birth Foundation, 2019 Year in Review, available at
https://gelf.app.box.com/s/z7w8nj75b820fkbsOpkg1f9sij1826ho, at 9 (last visited Mar. 11, 2021).
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Education (DOE) or a contracted, third-party entity. The bill requires the state-level
administrator to:

Develop a process for participating entities to apply to participate in the program. A

participating entity is required to identify:

o At least one partnership with a nonprofit organization to raise public awareness of the
initiative, perform fundraising, and conduct or facilitate family literacy engagement
activities.

o Local funding sources to pay for 50 percent of the total costs associated with
participation.

Develop, in consultation with the Just Read, Florida! Office, a selection of high-quality

books, encompassing diverse subjects and genres, appropriate for each grade level to be

mailed to students enrolled in the initiative.

Facilitate book distribution directly or through an agreement with a book distribution

company.

Develop and provide marketing materials to help school districts and their local partners raise

funding and awareness of the initiative, including through the use of partnerships between

public libraries and participating entities to implement family engagement events, such as
family library nights, library card drives, summer access, and other activities.

Maintain a clearinghouse for information on national, state, and local nonprofit organizations

that support efforts to provide books to children.

Develop training materials, including video training modules resources, to assist families as

they engage in reading and improve literacy skills.

Periodically distribute to participating families helpful tips and hyperlinks to video modules

via text message and e-mail.

The bill requires that if the DOE contracts with a third-party entity to act as administrator, the
entity must be capable of coordinating statewide marketing, dissemination of books, and
development of video training modules, as well as completing all other duties of the
administrator.

Annual Report

Beginning September 30, 2022, and annually thereafter, the administrator must submit a report to
the Senate President, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Commissioner of
Education documenting the number of students enrolled in the initiative in each participating
entity, the academic performance of enrolled students based on available data provided by
participating entities, and the amount of funds raised by any local nonprofit organization
identified by the participating entity in the application.

Student Participation

A student in kindergarten through grade 5 who is enrolled in a participating entity is eligible
under the bill to receive books through the initiative if the student has a substantial reading
deficiency or scored below a level 3 on the prior year’s statewide, standardized English
Language Arts (ELA) assessment. The bill requires the participating entity to notify the parents
of eligible students that the student is eligible to receive books at no cost through the New
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Worlds Reading Initiative and provide the parent the opportunity to enroll his or her child using
an application form developed by the administrator.

After a student enrolls in the initiative, the bill requires the participating entity to coordinate with
the administrator to initiate monthly book delivery during the school year, which must begin no
later than October 31 and last through at least June 30. The bill authorizes book delivery to
continue through the summer months using local funds. Students remain in the initiative until
they are promoted to sixth grade or their parent opts out, whichever is earlier.

The bill requires that enrolled students have the opportunity, at the beginning of each school
year, to identify preferred genres and topics in order to maximize their interest in reading.

Participating entities and partnering nonprofit organizations are required by the bill to raise
awareness of the initiative, including information on eligibility and video training modules,
through:

e The student handbook.

e The read-at-home plan provided to the parents of students identified with a substantial
reading deficiency. The bill also amends s. 1008.25, F.S., to require that the parents of
students with a substantial reading deficiency be provided information about the student’s
eligibility for the New Worlds Reading Initiative, and information on parent training modules
and other reading engagement resources available through the initiative.

e Curriculum or parent nights or separate initiative awareness events at each elementary
school.

e Events held jointly with the local public library. The bill specifies that library events should
coincide with similar family engagement initiatives, such as library card drives.

The bill requires books to be delivered at no cost to families. Funding for the delivery of books
must be shared equally by the administrator and the applicable local funding source identified by
the participating entity in the application on a pro rata basis for each enrolled student. The bill
permits the administrator to solicit donations and apply for grants for the purpose of
implementing the initiative.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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D. State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.

E. Other Constitutional Issues:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

The cost of the book distribution initiative created by this bill will require the
appropriation of state funds to support the districts that choose to participate in the
program. The Department of Education estimates that the total cost to provide books free
of charge is $48,512,740. This estimate is based on all districts choosing to participate,
with 551,294 eligible students identified who would receive a free book mailed to them
monthly for nine months of the school year, at an average cost of $8 a book. Based on the
provisions of the bill, the department would need an appropriation of at least $24,256,369
to fulfill the state’s 50 percent match obligation if all districts participated.?® The
participating entity identified in the application is required to pay the balance of the cost
for their eligible students.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends section 1008.25 of the Florida Statutes.

This bill creates section 1003.485 of the Florida Statutes.

2 DOE, Senate Bill 1372 Legislative Bill Analysis (Feb. 23, 2021) (on file with the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
Education).
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IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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By Senator Burgess

20-01401B-21 20211372

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to literacy improvement; creating s.
1003.485, F.S.; establishing the New Worlds Reading
Initiative under the Department of Education;
providing definitions; providing duties of the
administrator; requiring the administrator to develop
an application process; requiring the administrator,
in consultation with a specified entity, to develop a
selection of books; requiring the administrator to
coordinate monthly book distribution to certain
students; requiring the administrator to assist with
local implementation of the initiative; requiring the
administrator to maintain a clearinghouse of specified
information; requiring the administrator to develop
and disseminate certain training materials by
specified means; establishing reporting requirements;
providing that certain entities may participate in the
initiative by completing an application; providing
that participating school districts must allow public
school students to enroll in the program; establishing
student eligibility requirements; requiring
participating entities to notify parents of eligible
students; requiring participating entities to
coordinate with the administrator to initiate book
delivery; providing requirements for book delivery;
allowing local funds to be used to purchase books
during certain months; requiring that students be

offered certain options relating to books; specifying

when student enrollment ends; requiring participating
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entities and certain nonprofits to perform certain
actions to raise awareness of the initiative;
requiring that books be delivered at no cost to
families; providing requirements for funding;
authorizing the department to contract with a third-
party entity; providing requirements for such third-
party entity; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; requiring
that a certain notification include information about

the initiative; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1003.485, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—

(1) The New Worlds Reading Initiative is established under

the Department of Education to improve literacy skills and

instill a love of reading by providing high-quality free books

to students in kindergarten through grade 5 who are reading

below grade level.

(2) DEFINITIONS.— As used in this section the term:

(a) “Administrator” means the Department of Education or a

third-party entity contracted to administer the initiative.

(b) “Initiative” means the New Worlds Reading Initiative.

(c) “Participating entity” means a school district

participating in the initiative or a charter school located in a

nonparticipating school district which is participating in the

initiative, as specified in subsection (4).

(3) The administrator shall:
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(a) Develop an application process for participating

entities that identifies:

1. At least one partnership with a nonprofit organization

to raise public awareness of the initiative, perform

fundraising, and conduct or facilitate family literacy

engagement activities.

2. Local funding sources to meet the requirements of

subsection (7).

(b) Develop, in consultation with the Just Read, Florida!

Office under s. 1001.215, a selection of high-quality books

encompassing diverse subjects and genres for each grade level to

20211372

be mailed to students enrolled in the initiative.

(c) Facilitate the distribution of books as provided in

paragraph (5) (c) either directly or through an agreement with a

book distribution company.

(d) Assist local implementation of the initiative by:

1. Providing assistance to local communities to raise

awareness of the initiative, including through the use of

partnerships between public libraries and participating entities

to implement events such as family library nights, library card

drives, summer access and activities, and other activities

designed to increase family engagement and instill a love of

reading in students.

2. Developing and providing marketing materials to

participating entities and partnering nonprofit organizations to

assist with public awareness campaigns.

(e) Maintain a clearinghouse for information on national,

state, and local nonprofit organizations that support efforts to

provide books to children.
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(f) Develop training materials for parents of students

enrolled in the initiative, including brief video training

modules, which engage families in reading and assist with

improving student literacy skills. The administrator shall

periodically send, via text message and e-mail, tips for

facilitating reading at home and hyperlinks to the video

training modules.

(g) Beginning September 30, 2022, and annually thereafter,

report to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, and the Commissioner of Education the number

of students enrolled in the initiative in each participating

entity, the academic performance of enrolled students based on

data provided by participating entities as permitted under s.

1002.22, and the amount of funds raised by any local nonprofit

organization identified by the participating entity in the

application.

(4) A school district or a charter school located in a

nonparticipating school district may participate in the

initiative by completing the application process under paragraph

(3) (a) . A participating school district must allow a student at

any public school, including a charter school, in the district

to enroll in the program.

(5) (a) A student in kindergarten through grade 5 who is

enrolled in a participating entity is eligible to receive books

through the initiative if the student has a substantial reading

deficiency identified under s. 1008.25(5) (a) or scored below a

level 3 on the preceding year’s statewide, standardized English

Language Arts assessment under s. 1008.22.

(b) The participating entity shall notify the parent of a
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student who meets the criteria under paragraph (a) that the

student is eligible to receive books at no cost through the New

Worlds Reading Initiative and provide the parent the opportunity

to enroll his or her child using an application form developed

by the administrator.

(c) Once an eligible student is enrolled in the initiative,

the participating entity shall coordinate with the administrator

to initiate book delivery on a monthly basis during the school

year, which must begin no later than October 31 and continue

through at least June 30. The participating entity may use local

funds to continue the initiative through the summer months.

(d) At the beginning of each school year, students must be

provided options for specific book topics or genres in order to

maximize student interest in reading.

(e) A student’s enrollment in the initiative continues

until promotion to grade 6 or until the student’s parent opts

out of the initiative.

(6) Participating entities and partnering nonprofit

organizations shall raise awareness of the initiative, including

information on eligibility and video training modules under

paragraph (3) (f), through, at least, the following:

(a) The student handbook and the read-at-home plan under s.
1008.25(5) (¢) .

(b) A parent or curriculum night or separate initiative

awareness event at each elementary school.

(c) Partnering with the county library to host awareness

events, which should coincide with other initiatives such as

library card drives and other family engagement programming.

(7) Books must be provided under this section at no cost to
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families. The administrator shall pay 50 percent of the costs,

with the remaining funds coming from the local funding source

identified by the participating entity in the application.

Funding will be on a pro rata basis for each enrolled student,

taking into consideration total student enrollment in the

initiative and available funding. The administrator may solicit

donations and apply for grants to supplement funds for the

purpose of implementing this section.

(8) If the department contracts with a third-party entity

to act as administrator, the entity must be capable of

coordinating statewide marketing, dissemination of books, and

development of video training modules, as well as completing all

other duties of the administrator.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section

1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;

reporting requirements.—

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(c) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial

deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be

notified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a

substantial deficiency in reading,

including a description and

explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact

nature of the student’s difficulty

achievement in reading.

in learning and lack of

2. A description of the current services that are provided

to the child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions
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and supports that will be provided to the child that are
designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated
by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or
she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies, through a
read-at-home plan the parent can use in helping his or her child
succeed in reading.

6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that
additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are
available to the child to assist parents and the school district
in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and
ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a
portfolio as provided in subparagraph (6) (b)4. and the evidence
required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s
academic standards for English Language Arts. A parent of a
student in grade 3 who is identified anytime during the year as
being at risk of retention may request that the school
immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio.

8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for
midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
retained student at any time during the year of retention once
the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.

9. If applicable, information about the student’s

eligibility for the New Worlds Reading Initiative under s.

1003.485 and information on parent training modules and other

reading engagement resources available through the initiative.
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Summary:

SB 1898 includes requirements to identify student deficiencies in literacy and intervene as early
as prekindergarten, support students in transitioning to kindergarten, and monitor student
progress. The bill establishes a coordinated screening and progress monitoring system for
students enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and students enrolled in
public schools in kindergarten through grade 8. The bill also requires:

The Department of Education (DOE) to review the competencies for the reading
endorsement and provide a new pathway for teachers to achieve the reading endorsement.
The DOE to develop a handbook to provide to parents of students with a reading deficiency
to support parental engagement in student learning.

The Just Read, Florida! Office (JRFO) to identify instructional materials that implement
evidence-based reading practices and streamlines the process by which school districts may
adopt identified and approved instructional materials.

The JRFO to work with the Office of Early Learning in the development of the emergent
literacy training courses and specifies that the courses must be consistent with evidence-
based reading instructional and intervention programs.

Establishes the Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE) Program
to provide literacy supports statewide through at least 20 regional literacy support teams.
Establishes a tutoring program that affords high school juniors and seniors the opportunity to
satisfy community service requirements and earn a designation as a New Worlds Scholar by
providing 500 verified tutoring hours to students with a substantial deficiency in reading in
kindergarten through grade 3.

Voluntary Prekindergarten Program (VPK) instructors to take a required emergent literacy
training course every five years.

VPK providers to be rated based on student performance during the VPK school year.
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The bill will have a significant negative fiscal to the state to implement the new coordinated
screening and progress monitoring program and to contract with an external entity to implement
the new Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE) within the
department. See Section V.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2021.
Il. Present Situation:

The present situation for the relevant portions of the bill is discussed under the Effect of
Proposed Changes of this bill analysis.

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:
Educator Certification Requirements

Florida law specifies certification requirements to assure that educational personnel in public
schools possess appropriate skills in reading, writing, and mathematics; adequate pedagogical
knowledge; and relevant subject matter competence so as to demonstrate an acceptable level of
professional performance.*

In order to seek educator certification, a person must meet general eligibility requirements,
which include receipt of a bachelor’s or higher degree from an approved postsecondary
institution.? Individuals must also demonstrate mastery of general knowledge, if the person
serves as a classroom teacher; mastery of subject area knowledge; and mastery of professional
preparation.®

Education Preparation Programs

Present Situation

In Florida, teacher preparation programs are accountable for producing individuals with the
competencies and skills necessary to achieve state education goals.* State approved teacher
preparation program uniform core curricula must include scientifically researched and evidence-
based reading instructional strategies that improve reading performance for all students,
including explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies.®
Teacher preparation program completers are eligible for a Florida Professional Educator's
Certification upon program completion.®

! Section 1012.54, F.S.

2 Section 1012.56(2)(c), F.S., and Rule 6A-4.003, F.A.C.

3 Section 1012.56(2)(g)-(i), F.S.

4 Section 1004.04(1)(b), F.S.

5 Section 1004.04(2)(b)3., F.S.

® Florida Department of Education (DOE), Educator Preparation, http://www.fldoe.org/teaching/preparation/ (last visited
Mar. 12, 2021), and Rule 6A-5.066(1)(p), F.A.C.
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Each teacher preparation program must be approved by the Department of Education (DOE)

based on criteria specified in law. In order to be admitted into an approved teacher preparation

program, a student must, at a minimum:’

e Have a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale for the general education component
of undergraduate studies or have completed the requirements for a baccalaureate degree with
a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale from an approved college or university.®

e Demonstrate mastery of general knowledge sufficient for entry into the program, including
the ability to read, write, and perform in mathematics, by passing the General Knowledge
Test of the Florida Teacher Certification Examination or, for a graduate level program,
obtain a baccalaureate degree from an approved institution.’

Each teacher preparation program may waive these admissions requirements for up to ten
percent of the students admitted. Programs must implement strategies to ensure that students
admitted under a waiver receive assistance to demonstrate competencies to successfully meet
requirements for certification, and must annually report to the DOE the status of each candidate
admitted under such a waiver.°

Effect of Proposed Changes (Section 11)

The bill modifies s. 1004.04, F.S., to allow students in public postsecondary teacher preparation
programs to meet grade point average and General Knowledge Test requirements as a condition
to completing the program, instead of as a condition of admission to the program. Accordingly,
the bill removes the authority for teacher preparation programs to waive admission requirements.
These modifications may enable more people to enter teacher preparation programs and become
certified teachers.

Teacher Professional Development

Present Situation

To renew a professional certificate, an applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college credits or 120
inservice points or a combination thereof. Florida provides subject area specialization
requirements for college credits or inservice points.!!* An applicant for renewal of a professional
certificate in any area of certification identified by SBE rule? which includes reading instruction
or intervention for any students in kindergarten through grade 6 must earn a minimum of two
college credits or forty inservice points in the use of explicit, systematic, and sequential
approaches to reading instruction, developing phonemic awareness, and implementing

7 Section 1004.04(3), F.S.

8 An approved institution is one that is accredited by a specified regional accrediting association or an accrediting agency
approved by the United States Department of Education. A qualifying non-accredited institution is one that is identified as
having a quality program resulting in a bachelor’s degree or higher by criteria specified in SBE rule. Rule 6A-4.003, F.A.C.
° Rule 6A-4.003, F.A.C.

10 Section 1004.04(3), F.S.

11 Section 1012.585(3), F.S.

12 Rule 6A-4.0051, F.A.C., requires specialized training in reading instruction for certificate covering Elementary Education
(K-6), Prekindergarten/Primary Education (age 3 through grade 3), Elementary Education (grades 1-6), Primary Education
(grades K-3), English (grades 1-6), Middle Grades English (grades 5-9), Middle Grades Integrated Curriculum (grades 5-9),
English (6-12), Reading (K-12), Reading (Endorsement), and English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (grades K-
12).
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multisensory intervention strategies. Such training must be provided by teacher preparation
programs or school district professional development systems approved by the DOE.*3

School District Professional Development

Each school district is required to establish a professional development system that provides
training to reading coaches, classroom teachers, and school administrators in effective methods
of identifying characteristics of conditions such as dyslexia and other causes of diminished
phonological processing skills; incorporating instructional techniques into the general education
setting which are proven to improve reading performance for all students; and using predictive
and other data to make instructional decisions based on individual student needs. The training
must help teachers integrate phonemic awareness; phonics, word study, and spelling; reading
fluency; vocabulary, including academic vocabulary; and text comprehension strategies into an
explicit, systematic, and sequential approach to reading instruction, including multisensory
intervention strategies.*

Each district must provide all elementary grades instructional personnel access to training
sufficient to meet the requirements for a certificate in an area of certification that includes
reading instruction or intervention for students in kindergarten through grade 6.%°

William Cecil Golden Professional Development Program for School Leaders

The William Cecil Golden Professional Development Program for School Leaders provides high
standards and sustained support for principals as instructional leaders. The program consists of a
collaborative network of state and national professional leadership organizations to respond to
instructional leadership needs throughout the state. The goals of the network leadership program
include:

e Providing resources to support and enhance the principal’s role as the instructional leader.

e Maintaining a clearinghouse and disseminating data-supported information related to
enhanced student achievement, based on educational research and best practices.

e Building the capacity to increase the quality of programs for preservice education for
aspiring principals and inservice professional development for principals and principal
leadership teams.

e Supporting best teaching and research-based instructional practices through dissemination
and modeling at the preservice and inservice levels for both teachers and principals.*®

Just Read, Florida! Office

The Just Read, Florida! Office (JRFO) within the DOE is generally directed to perform duties
that relate to improving student literacy, and, accordingly, developing training for educational
personnel to support student literacy.’

13 Section 1012.585(3)(f), F.S.; Rule 6A-4.0051(7)(a), F.A.C.
14 Section 1012.98(4)(b)11., F.S.

15d.

16 Section 1012.986(1), F.S.

17 Section 1001.215, F.S.
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The JRFO, in collaboration with the Lastinger Center for Learning at the University of Florida
(Lastinger Center), is required to develop training for K-12 teachers, reading coaches, and school
principals on effective content-area-specific reading strategies; the integration of content-rich
curriculum from other core subject areas into reading instruction; and evidence-based reading
strategies to improve student reading performance. For secondary teachers, emphasis must be on
technical text. These strategies must be developed for all content areas in the K-12 curriculum.!®

Effect of Proposed Changes (Sections 1, 17, 19, and 20)

The bill modifies s. 1012.98, F.S., to require the DOE to identify professional development
opportunities that require a teacher to demonstrate proficiency in a specific classroom practice,
with priority given to implementing evidence-based reading instructional and intervention
strategies identified by the JRFO. The bill amends s. 1012.585, F.S., to provide that a teacher
may earn inservice points only once during each 5-year validity period for any mandatory
training topic that is not linked to student learning or professional growth.

The bill modifies s. 1012.986, F.S., to add to the goals of the William Cecil Golden Professional
Development Program the support, through training on observation and evaluation practices
aligned to the science of reading, the professional growth of instructional personnel who provide
reading instruction and interventions.

The bill modifies s. 1001.215, F.S., to require the JRFO to provide evidence-based reading
instruction training to school administrators. To fulfill this requirement, the JRFO must work
with the Lastinger Center to modify the training that has been developed for K-12 teachers,
reading coaches, and school principals. The bill also replaces the requirement to integrate social
studies into the reading instruction curriculum with the requirement to integrate civic literacy
into the reading instruction curriculum.

The additional opportunities for training in reading instruction for teachers may support teachers
delivering reading instruction or interventions to students enrolled in public schools in
kindergarten through grade 12.

Reading Certification and Endorsement

Present Situation

Teachers are able to earn a subject area certification or endorsement in reading. A teacher is

required to be certified or endorsed in reading to:

e Teach summer reading camps.

e Provide instruction to a third grade student retained for failing the English Language Arts
(ELA) assessment.

e Provide reading interventions to students with a substantial deficiency in reading, beginning
July 1, 2021.

e Qualify as a literacy coach.'®

18 Section 1001.215(3), F.S.
1 Rule 6A-6.053, F.A.C.
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A teacher may earn a certification in reading by completing:
e A master’s or higher degree with a graduate major in reading.
e A bachelor's or higher degree with thirty semester hours in reading.?

A certified teacher may earn an endorsement to a valid Florida certificate by completing the
appropriate subject area testing requirements, the requirements of an approved school district
program, or the inservice components for an endorsement.?! There are four pathways to earn a
reading endorsement:

e Completing 15 semester hours in college-level reading coursework rooted in scientifically
based reading research with a focus on both preventions and remediation of reading
difficulties.

e Completing the required competencies through a school district’s approved reading
endorsement add-on program.

e Obtaining a certificate from an approved internationally known organization with a
reputation for setting reading standards.??

e Passing the K-12 Reading Certification Subject Area Exam administered by the DOE.?

Effect of Proposed Changes (Sections 11 and 18)

The bill modifies s. 1004.04, F.S., to require, beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, that
school district personnel be certified or endorsed in reading if they supervise teacher preparation
students during internships in kindergarten through grade 3 or during enrollment in a reading
certificate program.

The bill also modifies s. 1012.586, F.S., to require the DOE to review the competencies for the
reading endorsement for alignment with evidence-based instructional and intervention practices
rooted in the science of reading and consistent with training developed by the Lastinger Center
and the JRFO, and recommend improvements to the SBE, which must address identification of
the characteristics of conditions such as dyslexia, implementation of evidence-based classroom
instruction and interventions, and effective progress monitoring. Accordingly, each school
district is required to resubmit its reading endorsement add-on program to the DOE for approval
by July 1, 2023. The bill provides that, beginning July 1, 2024, instructional personnel may not
earn a reading endorsement simply by passing the K-12 reading certification subject area
assessment.

The bill requires the DOE to adopt at least one statewide, competency-based pathway, by which
instructional personnel may earn a reading endorsement, by the beginning of the 2022-2023
school year. The pathway must be available for a participant to complete in person or remotely.
The DOE is required by the bill to place a microcredential on a teacher certificate indicating each
competency module the teacher successfully completes.

2 Rule 6A-4.0291, F.A.C.

2L Section 1012.586(1), F.S.

22 Section 1012.586(1)(b), F.S. Reading Recovery Teacher of the National Louis University Reading Recovery Center is the
only approved program. DOE, Florida Internationally Recognized Organizations, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/FAIRO.pdf (last visited Mar. 12, 2021).

2 Rule 6A-4.0292, F.A.C.
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The additional pathway for teachers to earn a reading endorsement may assist district school
boards in meeting state requirements for teachers delivering reading instruction or interventions
to students enrolled in public schools in kindergarten through grade 12.

Student Literacy Supports

Present Situation
Student Progress Monitoring

State board rule provides criteria for determining whether a student has a substantial deficiency

in reading. A student is identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading if the student:

e Scores the lowest level or benchmark on any assessment identified in the school district’s
reading plan;

e Scores the lowest achievement level during a progress monitoring assessment identified in
the school district’s K-12 comprehensive reading plan (reading plan); or

e Demonstrates, through consecutive formative assessments or teacher observation, skills that
are below grade-level expectations in one or more areas of phonological awareness; phonics;
vocabulary, including oral language skills; reading fluency; and reading comprehension.?

Students in kindergarten through grade 3 who are determined to have a substantial deficiency in
reading based on any of these criteria must be given intensive reading interventions immediately
following the identification of the deficiency.?® Students who do not achieve a Level 3 or above
on the statewide, standardized ELA assessment must be evaluated to determine the nature of the
student’s difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for providing academic supports
to improve the student’s performance.?® District school boards are required to prioritize remedial
and supplemental instructional resources first to students in kindergarten through grade 3 who
have a substantial reading deficiency and then to students who fail to meet performance levels
required for promotion under the district’s student progression plan.?’

School districts have a variety of intervention and progress monitoring options available to help
students improve their academic performance. The law requires districts to develop and
implement a multi-tiered system of supports, which utilizes a problem-solving process to identify
and support student needs based upon available data, including attendance, behavior and
discipline, statewide assessment, and progress monitoring data.?® Retention is mandatory for 3™
grade students who score at Level 1 on the statewide, standardized ELA assessment.?® Any
student retained in 3" grade because of his or her statewide, standardized ELA assessment score
must receive intensive interventions and be taught by a “highly-effective” teacher with a reading
endorsement or certification.® This intervention process must include parent involvement,

% Rule 6A-6.053(12), F.A.C..

25 Section 1008.25(5)(a), F.S.

26 Section 1008.25(4)(a), F.S.

27 Section 1008.25(3), F.S.

28 See Rules 6A-6.0331(1) and 6A-1.099811(2)(r), F.A.C.

2 Section 1008.25(5)(b), F.S. A student may be promoted if he or she meets a “good cause” exception as provided in s.

1008.25(6)(b), F.S.
30 See ss. 1008.25(5)(b) and (7) and 1012.34(2)(e), F.S.
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student observation, review of data, vision and hearing screening to rule out sensory deficits, and
evidence-based interventions implemented in the general education environment.!

Research-Based Reading Instruction Allocation

The state allocates funding to school districts for research-based reading instruction to students

in kindergarten through grade 12. Funds must be used to provide a system of comprehensive

reading instruction to students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12, including:*

¢ An additional hour of intensive reading instruction beyond the normal school day for
students in the 300 lowest-performing elementary schools.

e Reading intervention teachers and reading coaches.

e Professional development for teachers to earn a certification or an endorsement in reading.

e Summer reading camps for students in kindergarten through grade 5 who exhibit certain
reading deficiencies, depending on grade level.®

e Supplemental instructional materials that are grounded in scientifically based reading
research as identified by the JRFO.

e Intensive interventions for students in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been
identified as having a reading deficiency or who are reading below grade level as determined
by the statewide, standardized ELA assessment.

District school boards must develop reading plans that detail the specific uses of the research-
based reading instruction allocation. The plans must be annually submitted to the DOE for
approval and provide for intensive reading interventions through integrated curricula that
incorporate strategies identified by the JRFO and are delivered by a teacher who is certified or
endorsed in reading. The DOE monitors and tracks the implementation of each district plan and
collects specific data on expenditures and reading improvement results. By February 1 of each
year, the DOE reports its findings to the Legislature.3

Parental Notification and Supports

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in
writing of the deficiency and of all available services and proposed interventions, and be
provided with a “read at home plan,” which outlines strategies that parents can use to help their
children improve in reading.®

Students enrolled in public school in grades 3 through 5 and score below grade level on the
statewide, standardized ELA assessment in the prior school year may also be eligible for a
reading scholarship account of $500. A total of 6,763 students received reading scholarship

3 Rule 6A-6.0331(1), F.A.C.

32 Section 1011.62(9), F.S. The state appropriated $130 million to school districts for the research-based reading instruction
allocation for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Specific Appropriations 8 and 92, ch. 2020-111, s. 2, Laws of Fla.

33 All students in kindergarten through grade 2 who demonstrate a reading deficiency as determined by district and state
assessments, and students in grades 3 through 5 who score at Level 1 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment. Section 1011.62(9)(c)5., F.S.

3 Section 1011.62(9)(d)1., F.S.

35 Section 1008.25(5)(c), F.S.
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accounts in the 2019-2020 school year. The state appropriated $7.6 million for reading
scholarship accounts for the 2020-2021 school year.

In the 2020-2021 school year, 112,295 students enrolled in public schools in kindergarten
through grade 5 were identified as having substantial deficiencies in reading and receiving Tier
111 supports.3®

Federally funded Department of Education Literacy Initiatives

As part of its plan for federal funding provided under the CARES Act,*’ the DOE has launched a
statewide system of regional reading supports.3® The program allocates $5 million from the
CARES Act funds for the establishment of 20 regions in the state, each with a designated
regional reading consultant that will lead a regional literacy support team. The reading
consultants and their teams will be trained to monitor district-level, school-level and classroom-
level data in order to identify and provide needed professional development and interventions.3®
The first year of the program will support implementation of reading plans in the early grades
while overall the program focus will be on building capacity of the teams with an emphasis on
updated standards, evidence-based*° practices, and data-based decision making.*!
Implementation has been set to begin in 2021, during the second half of the 2020-2021 school
year.

The DOE allocated $20 million from the CARES Act funds for progress monitoring and data
informed supports.*? From October 1, 2020, through February 19, 2021, the DOE made available
to all public schools on a voluntary basis a new progress monitoring tool developed by Cambium
Assessment, Inc., to serve as a connective support between the foundational skills that students
seek to acquire and their progress through early education years and drive informed teaching
practices and curriculum decisions. The progress monitoring tool was available for multiple
administrations and was aligned to the state standards for grades 3 through 10 ELA Reading and
grades 3 through 8 Mathematics.*?

36 Email, DOE (Mar. 11, 2021) (on file with the Senate Committee on Education).

37 Pub. L. No. 116-136, 134 Stat. 281 (Mar. 27, 2020).

38 DOE, Reopening Florida’s Schools and the CARES Act, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf (last visited Mar. 12, 2021).

39 1d. at 105. Each regional literacy director retains employment with the district with a salary of $80,000 plus benefits funded
by the DOE.

40 Federal law defines the term “evidence-based” as an activity, strategy, or intervention that demonstrates a statistically
significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes based on: strong evidence from at least 1 well-
designed and well-implemented experimental study; moderate evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented
quasi-experimental study; or promising evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented correlational study with
statistical controls for selection bias; or demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive
evaluation that such activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve student outcomes or other relevant outcomes, and
includes ongoing efforts to examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or intervention. 20 U.S.C. s. 7801(21)(a)(i).

41 DOE, Act with Urgency for Literacy, available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7506/urlt/Act-with-Urgency-
for-Literacy.pdf at 11, (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

42 DOE, Reopening Florida’s Schools and the CARES Act, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FL DOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf at 102, (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

43 DOE, Free Optional Progress Monitoring Tool Available to Public Schools (Sept. 2, 2020), available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/CambiumProgressMonitoring2020-21.pdf (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).
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The DOE also used funds from the CARES Act to develop several other programs related to

improving student literacy. Specifically, the DOE allocated:

e $5 million to upskill highly effective reading coaches.

e $20 million, in addition to $4 million of the funds reserved under the CARES Act to the
Governor, for strengthening K-3 reading instructional materials.

e $5 million for deploying professional development for teachers to attain a reading
endorsement; training on how to use progress monitoring data to inform instruction;
improvirlg existing reading endorsement options; and improved resources for teachers and
families.

In addition, the DOE secured a Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant (CLSD) of
$21 million.*® A CLSD is a discretionary federal grant to create a comprehensive literacy
program to advance literacy skills, including pre- literacy skills, reading, and writing, for
children from birth through grade 12, with an emphasis on disadvantaged children, including
children living in poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities.*°

Effect of Proposed Changes (Sections 2, 12, 14, 15)
Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring

The bill modifies s. 1008.25, F.S., to require the DOE, in collaboration with the OEL, to procure
and require, and provide training and support for implementing, a statewide, standardized
coordinated screening and progress monitoring (CSPM) for VPK program providers and for
public schools serving kindergarten through grade 8 students, whom the bill requires to
participate in the CSPM. The bill outlines requirements for the CSPM. Specifically, the CSPM
must:

e Measure student progress in early literacy, ELA, and mathematics standards.

e Measure student performance in oral language, development, phonemic and phonological
awareness, knowledge of print and letters, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension.

e Beavalid, reliable and developmentally appropriate computer-adaptive direct instrument
that provides screening and diagnostic capabilities for monitoring student progress; identifies
students with a substantial deficiency in reading, including students with characteristics of
dyslexia; and informs instruction.

e Provide data sufficient for VPK program accountability.

e Provide data and resources to enhance differentiated instruction.

e Provide information to the DOE to aid in the development of educational programs, policies,
and supports for providers, districts, and schools.

e Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, be administered at least three times within a
program year or school year, as applicable, with the first administration occurring no later
than the first 30 instructional days after the start of the program year or school year.

4 DOE, Act with Urgency for Literacy, available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7506/urlt/Act-with-Urgency-
for-Literacy.pdf at 15, (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

4 DOE, Reopening Florida’s Schools and the CARES Act, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf at 15, (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).
%20U.S.C.s. 6642.
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Results of the CSPM, including the number of students who demonstrate characteristics of
dyslexia, must:

e Be reported to the DOE and maintained in the DOE’s Educational Data Warehouse.

e Be timely provided to a student’s teachers and parents.

e Inform parents annually of their child’s educational progress based on the CSPM.

Evidence-based Reading Instruction Allocation

The bill modifies s. 1011.62, F.S., to rename the “research-based reading instruction allocation”
as the “evidence-based reading instruction allocation” to conform the reading instruction
allocation with the other evidence-based initiatives. The bill aligns the definition of evidence-
based with federal law, to provide that evidence-based means demonstrating a statistically
significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes.

The bill also modifies the requirements and the authorized uses by school districts of the

allocation. Specifically, the bill:

e Provides that funds may be used for supports to assist students identified with a substantial
deficiency in early literacy transition from the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
(VPK) to kindergarten.

e Replaces the requirement to integrate social studies with the requirement for the coordinated
integration of civic literacy in the curriculum for the extra hour of reading instruction for the
300 lowest performing elementary schools.

e Provides that a school district’s reading plan will no longer be deemed approved if it is not
approved by June 1 or if 100 percent of the funds are spent.

e Makes mandatory the withholding of funds by the DOE upon a determination that reading
instruction allocation funds are not being used to implement the approved plan.

e Requires school district reading plans to include a root-cause analysis of student performance
data and reflection tool developed by the DOE to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions
implemented in the prior year.

The bill requires the annual report of the DOE to the Legislature on the evidence-based reading
instruction allocation to also be submitted to the SBE and include recommendations for
improving implementation of evidence-based reading and intervention strategies in classrooms.

Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence Program

The bill creates s. 1008.365, F.S., to establish within the DOE the Reading Achievement
Initiative for Scholastic Excellence Program (RAISE Program) to provide instructional supports
to school districts and their staff in implementing evidence-based reading instruction and
interventions in order to improve student reading achievement. Under the RAISE Program, and
similar to current federally funded initiatives of the DOE, the DOE must establish at least 20
literacy support regions and regional support teams, each at the direction of a regional literacy
support director appointed by the commissioner, to assist school districts in improving low
reading scores. Each regional literacy support director must be an employee of a school district
and manage a regional support team. Directors and teams are required by the bill to consist of
personnel who have completed the competency-based reading endorsement pathway and meet
other specified requirements related to reading instruction and progress monitoring.
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The bill requires the DOE to provide progress monitoring data to the regional literacy support
teams to assist with providing designated schools with supports, which must include all of the
following:

e Professional development aligned with evidence based strategies for reading instruction.

e Evaluating a school’s improvement plan for alignment with the school district’s reading plan.
e Assistance with implementing:

o Data-informed instructional decision making.

o The selection and consistent, coordinated use of high-quality instructional materials.

o Reading instruction in other core subject area curricula, with an emphasis on civic
literacy.

o A multitiered system of supports in order to provide students effective interventions and
identify students who may require an evaluation for special educational services,
including identifying characteristics of conditions that affect phonological processing,
such as dyslexia.

The bill authorizes the DOE to establish criteria to identify a school that must receive supports
from a regional support team. The bill also modifies s. 1001.42, F.S., to require each school
district to include in its school improvement plan schools identified for supports under the
RAISE Program, but specifies that regardless of a school’s grade, a school must receive supports
if at least 50 percent of the school’s students who take the statewide, standardized ELA
assessment score below a Level 3 for any grade level, or, for students in kindergarten through
grade 3, if results from the CSPM demonstrate that at least 50 percent of the students are not on
track to pass the statewide, standardized grade 3 ELA assessment. If the regional support team
determines that the school district’s reading plan does not address the school’s need to improve
student outcomes, the regional literacy support director, the district school superintendent, or his
or her designee, and the director of the JRFO are required by the bill to convene a meeting to
rectify the deficiencies of the reading plan.

A school identified for supports is not required by the bill to implement a turnaround option or
take other corrective action under the state’s school improvement program. The bill authorizes a
school to stop receiving supports and implementing a school improvement plan when the
school’s data reflects that it no longer meets the requirements to receive supports and implement
a school improvement plan. The school may nevertheless continue to receive supports based on
the availability of resources.

RAISE Program Tutors

The RAISE Program also requires the DOE to establish a tutoring program and develop training
in effective reading tutoring practices and content, based on evidence-based practices, and
aligned to the state ELA standards, to prepare eligible high school students to tutor students with
a substantial deficiency in reading in kindergarten through grade 3. The bill requires the SBE to
adopt rules to administer the program.

The bill requires school districts that wish to participate to recruit, train, and deploy eligible high
school students. Tutoring must occur during the school day on school district property in the
presence and under the supervision of instructional personnel who are school district employees.
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Under the bill, a student must obtain written permission from his or her parent before receiving
tutoring services.

The bill prescribes eligibility requirements for tutors. Specifically, a tutor must:

e Bearising junior or senior.

e Have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher.

e Have no history of out-of-school suspensions or expulsions.

e Be on track to complete all course requirements for graduation.

e Have written recommendations from at least two of his or her present or former high school
teachers of record or extracurricular activity sponsors.

The bill authorizes a district school board to adopt a service-learning*’ course that includes a

tutoring program and authorizes students to:

e Earn up to 3 elective credits for high school graduation based on the verified number of hours
the student spends tutoring.

e Count hours devoted to tutoring toward meeting community service requirements for high
school graduation®® and participation in the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program.*®

e Earn a New Worlds Scholar award from the DOE by providing at least 500 verified hours of
tutoring.

The option for a high school student to tutor a K-3 student may support both students in their
academic development.

Parental Notification and Supports

The bill requires a school to apprise in writing, at least monthly, the parent of a student who has
a substantial deficiency in reading of the student’s progress in response to intensive reading
interventions and supports. The written apprisal must inform the parent of any additional
interventions or supports to be provided to the student if the initial supports do not lead to
improvement.

To further encourage parental participation in a student’s reading progress, the bill requires the
DOE to develop a handbook that schools must provide to the parent of a student who is
identified as having a substantial reading deficiency. The handbook must be made available in an
electronic format that is accessible online and must include:

47 The hours that high school students devote to course-based service-learning activities may be counted toward meeting
community service requirements for high school graduation and community service requirements for participation in the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. School districts are encouraged to include service learning as part of any course
or activity required for high school graduation and to include and accept service-learning activities and hours in requirements
for academic awards, especially those awards that currently include community service as a criterion or selection factor.
Section 1003.497(3)(b), F.S.

48 A student is not specifically required to complete a minimum number of community service hours to earn a standard high
school diploma, but school districts are encouraged to include service learning as part of a course or activity required for high
school graduation. See ss. 1003.4282 and 1003.497(3)(b), F.S.

49 Scholarship awards for students under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program have varying minimum service hour
requirements, based on the amount of the award. For eligibility requirements, see DOE, Office of Student Financial
Assistance, 2020-2021 Bright Futures Student Handbook, Chapter 1: Initial Eligibility Requirements, available at
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapterl.pdf (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).
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e An overview of the types and frequency of assessments used to identify reading deficiencies
and the requirements for interventions and supports that districts must provide to students
who do not make adequate academic progress.

e An overview of the process for initiating and conducting evaluations for exceptional
education eligibility. The overview must include an explanation that a diagnosis of a medical
condition alone is not sufficient to establish exceptional education eligibility but may be used
to document how that condition relates to the student’s eligibility determination and may be
disclosed in an eligible student’s individual education plan when necessary to inform school
personnel responsible for implementing the plan.

e Characteristics of conditions associated with learning disorders, including dyslexia,
dysgraphia, dyscalculia, and developmental aphasia.

e A list of resources that support informed parent involvement in decision making processes
for students who have difficulty in learning.

The handbook may support parental awareness and involvement in the progress of a student’s
education.

Instructional Material Review Process

Present Situation

The DOE is authorized to allocate and distribute to each district an amount as prescribed
annually by the Legislature for instructional materials for students in grades K-12.°° Each district
school superintendent is required to certify to the commissioner that the district school board has
approved a comprehensive staff development plan that supports fidelity of implementation of
instructional materials programs, including verification that training was provided; that the
materials are being implemented as designed; and, beginning July 1, 2021, for core reading
materials and reading intervention materials used in kindergarten through grade 5, that the
materials have been identified by JRFO in collaboration with the Florida Center for Reading
Research as scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instructional and intervention
programs that incorporate explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching phonemic
awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text comprehension and incorporate decodable or
phonetic text instructional strategies.>

The term of adoption of any instructional materials must be a five-year period beginning on
April 1 following the adoption, except that the commissioner may approve terms of adoption of
less than five years for materials in content areas which require more frequent revision.>2

Prior to the purchase of any instructional material, whether from the state-adopted list or through

a district-established instructional materials review process, the district school board must:

e Establish a process to allow student editions of recommended instructional materials to be
accessed and viewed online by the public at least 20 calendar days before the required school
board hearing and public meeting. This process must include reasonable safeguards against

%0 Section 1011.67(1), F.S. The state appropriated $236.6 million to school districts for instructional materials for the 2020-
2021 fiscal year. Specific Appropriations 8 and 92, ch. 2020-111, s. 2, Laws of Fla.

51 Sections 1011.67(2) and 1001.215(8), F.S.

52 Section 1006.36(1), F.S.
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the unauthorized use, reproduction, and distribution of instructional materials considered for
adoption.

e Conduct an open, noticed school board hearing to receive public comment on the
recommended instructional materials.

e Conduct an open, noticed public meeting to approve an annual instructional materials plan to
identify any instructional materials that will be purchased. This public meeting must be held
on a different date than the school board hearing.

e Provide notice for the school board hearing and the public meeting that specifically states the
instructional materials being reviewed and how the instructional materials can be accessed
for public review.>

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill modifies s. 1001.215, F.S., to require the JRFO, as part of the adoption cycle for ELA

instructional materials, to:

e Assist in evaluating elementary grades instructional materials submitted for adoption
consideration.

e Identify those materials that are closely aligned to the content and evidence-based strategies
for reading instructional and intervention programs that have been identified in collaboration
with the Florida Center for Reading Research.

e Incorporate professional development to implement such strategies.

The bill modifies s. 1011.67, F.S., to authorize instructional materials identified by JRFO to be
purchased by a school district without undergoing the comprehensive process for adopting
instructional materials at the local level.

The Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

Present Situation

The Florida Constitution requires the State to provide every four-year old child a high quality
pre-kindergarten learning opportunity in the form of an early childhood development and
education program which must be voluntary, high quality, free, and delivered according to
professionally accepted standards.>* In 2004, the State established a free VPK program offered to
eligible four-year-old children.> Parents may choose either a school-year or summer program
offered by either a public or private school.®

VPK Administration

Early Learning Coalitions (ELCs) and district school boards administer the VPK program at the
county or regional level. Each ELC is the single point of entry for VPK program registration and

53 Sections 1006.40(4)(b) and 1006.283(2)(b)8., 9., and 11., F.S.

5 Art. IX, s. 1(b), Fla. Const. An early childhood development and education program means an organized program designed
to address and enhance each child's ability to make age appropriate progress in an appropriate range of settings in the
development of language and cognitive capabilities and emotional, social, regulatory and moral capacities through education
in basic skills and such other skills as the Legislature may determine to be appropriate.

%5 Chapter 2004-484, s. 1, Laws of Fla.; part V, ch. 1002, F.S.; see also Art. IX, s. 1(b)-(c), Fla. Const.

%6 Section 1002.53(3), F.S.
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enroliment in the coalition’s county or multi-county service area.>” A local ELC must coordinate
with the local school district in the ELC’s service area to develop procedures for enrolling
children in public school VPK programs.®®

The Office of Early Learning (OEL) adopts procedures governing the administration of the VPK
program for ELCs and school districts, including procedures for:

e Child enrollment.

e Attendance reporting.

e Eligibility of VPK program providers.

e Regulating the compliance of VPK program providers.

e Reimbursing VPK program providers for the costs of the VPK program.>®

VPK Instructor Requirements

A VPK provider offering a school-year VPK program must have, for each class, at least one

instructor with the following credentials:

e A Child Development Associate (CDA) issued by the National Credentialing Program of the
Council for Professional Recognition.

e A credential approved by the Department of Children and Families as being equivalent to or
greater than the CDA.

e Five clock hours of training in emergent literacy and successful completion of a student
performance standards training course.%°

In lieu of the minimum credentials listed above, a private VPK program instructor may hold:

e An associate’s or higher degree in child development;

e An associate’s or higher degree in an unrelated field, at least six credit hours in early
childhood education or child development, and at least 480 hours of teaching or providing
child care services for children any age from birth through eight years of age;

e A bachelor’s or higher degree in early childhood education, prekindergarten or primary
education, preschool education, or family and consumer science;

e A bachelor’s or higher degree in elementary education, if the instructor has been certified to
teach children any age from birth through grade 6, regardless of whether the educator
certificate is current; or

e An educational credential approved by the OEL as being equivalent to or greater than any of
these educational credentials.!

57 Section 1002.53(4), F.S. There are currently 30 ELCs. Florida’s Office of Early Learning, Early Learning Coalitions,
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/find-quality-child-care/locate-your-early-learning-coalition (last
visited Mar. 13, 2021).

%8 Section 1002.53(4), F.S.

%9 Section 1002.75(2), F.S.

80 Sections 1002.55(3)(c)1.a. and 2., 1002.59, and 1002.63(4), F.S. An active Birth Through Five Child Care Credential
awarded as a Florida Child Care Professional Credential, Florida Department of Education Child Care Apprenticeship
Certificate, or Early Childhood Professional Certificate satisfies the staff credential requirement. Florida Department of
Children and Families, Child Care Facility Handbook (2019), incorporated by reference in Rule 65C-22.001(7), F.A.C.
61 Section 1002.55(4), F.S.
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VPK Instructor Training

The OEL sets minimum standards for emergent literacy training courses for VPK instructors.
Each course must be at least five clock hours long and provide strategies and techniques
regarding the age-appropriate progress of prekindergarten students in developing emergent
literacy skills, including:

Oral communication;

Knowledge of print and letters;

Phonemic and phonological awareness; and

Vocabulary and comprehension.®?

Each emergent literacy training course must also provide strategies for helping students with
disabilities and other special needs maximize their benefit from the VPK program.5 In addition,
the OEL must adopt minimum standards for training courses on the VPK performance standards
for students. Each course on performance standards must be at least three clock hours, provide
instruction in strategies and techniques to address age-appropriate progress of each child in
attaining the standards, and be available online.%*

OEL outlines a 5-Tier career pathway with certifications that require different levels of
foundational training up to a bachelor’s degree or higher.®

Early Learning Florida, developed in partnership between the OEL and the Lastinger Center, is a
statewide professional learning system designed to support the development of early childhood
professionals’ knowledge and skills in effectively educating and caring for young children.5
Since 2015, Early Learning Florida has delivered over 400,000 hours of online and blended
training to more than 30,000 early childhood practitioners in Florida, at no cost to educators. All
Early Learning Florida courses and trainings provide teachers with Continuing Education Units
that articulate to national and state credentials.®’

The OEL has also developed early learning professional development and career pathways.5®
Professional development and teacher resources are available online, including courses
developed by the OEL in collaboration with the Lastinger Center, to provide opportunities to
earn educator credentials.®

62 Section 1002.59(1), F.S.
83 1d.
64 Section 1002.59(2), F.S.

8 Office of Early Learning, Florida Early Care and Education Career Pathway, available at
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/Career%20Pathway%20Revised ADA.
pdf.

% Early Learning Florida, Who We Are, https://www.earlylearningflorida.com/about (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

57 The Lastinger Center at the University of Florida, Early Learning Florida, https://lastinger.center.ufl.edu/early-
learning/early-learning-florida/ (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

88 Section 1002.995, F.S., and Rule 6A-4.735, F.A.C.

% See Florida Office of Early Learning, Professional Development,
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/professional-development/professional-development-training-resources (last
visited Mar. 13, 2021). See also Early Learning Florida, Courses, https://www.earlylearningflorida.com/catalog (last visited
Mar. 13, 2021).
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VPK Accountability

The DOE developed a statewide kindergarten readiness screening’® and requires each school
district to administer the statewide kindergarten readiness screening within the first 30 days of
each school year.”* The screening must measure a child’s readiness for kindergarten in the
following eight domains: physical development; approaches to learning; social and emotional
development; language and literacy; mathematical thinking; scientific inquiry; social studies; and
creative expression through the arts.”

The OEL annually calculates a kindergarten readiness rate for each VPK provider based on
results of the annual screening.” The readiness rates are expressed as the percentage of children
whose scores demonstrate readiness for kindergarten.” The methodology for calculating the
readiness rate must include student learning gains, when available, based on a VPK
preassessment and postassessment, known as the “Florida VPK Assessment.””® The OEL must
determine learning gains using a value-added measure based on growth demonstrated by the
results of the Florida VPK Assessment from at least two successive years of administration.’

At least 60 percent of a VPK provider’s students must meet the “ready for kindergarten” score on

the screening in order for the provider to avoid probationary status.”” Providers that do not meet

the minimum readiness rate are placed on probation. An ELC or school district must require a

VPK provider that falls below the minimum kindergarten readiness rate to:

e Submit for approval and implement an improvement plan;

e Place the provider or school on probation; and

e Take certain corrective actions, including the use of an OEL-approved curriculum or an OEL
approved staff development plan to strengthen instruction in language development and
phonological awareness."®

Out of 126,238 students who completed the VPK program, 63 percent were “ready for
kindergarten” in the fall of 2019. Of 6,611 rated VPK providers, 2,175 failed to meet the
minimum rate.”°Of these 2,175 providers, 2,203 remained on probation.&°

0 The DOE selected the Star Early Literacy Assessment, developed by Renaissance Learning, Inc., as the Florida
Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS). Rule 6M-8.601(3)(b)1., F.A.C.; see also DOE, Florida Kindergarten Readiness
Screener, http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/flkrs/ (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).

1 Sections 1002.69(1)-(3) and 1002.73, F.S.

2 See s. 1002.67(1), F.S. See also Florida’s Office of Early Learning, Early Learning and Developmental Standards: 4
Years Old to Kindergarten (2017) at 1, incorporated by reference in rule 6M-8.602, F.A.C.

8 Rule 6M-8.601(3)(b), F.A.C.

74 Section 1002.69(5)-(6), F.S.; To be considered “ready for kindergarten,” a student must achieve a score of 500 or higher on
the Star Early Literacy assessment. Rule 6M-8.601, F.A.C.

75 Section 1002.69(5), F.S.; Rule 6A-1.09433(1)(b), F.A.C.

76 Section 1002.69(5), F.S.; Rule 6M-8.601(3)(b), F.A.C.

d.

78 Section 1002.67(4), F.S.

S Email, DOE (Dec. 15, 2020) (on file with the Senate Committee on Education).

8 Email, Office of Early Learning (Mar. 29, 2019) (on file with the Senate Committee on Education).
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A VPK provider on probation and failing to meet the minimum readiness rate for two
consecutive years must be removed from eligibility to provide the VPK program for 5 years,
unless the provider receives from the OEL a good cause exemption.8!

The DOE launched a VPK progress monitoring pilot program by permitting, beginning in
January 2021 and continuing through the 2021-2022 school year, up to 1900 VPK providers to
access the assessment used for the statewide kindergarten screening. The DOE allocated $2.9
million from the CARES Act funds for the program.®

The DOE allocated $18 million of the Child Care Development and Block Grant Fund from the
CARES Act to implement summer programs for rising kindergarten students identified with
limited language and emergent literacy skills as determined by the VPK assessments and teacher
recommendations.®

Effect of Proposed Changes
VPK Instructor Requirements

The bill modifies s. 1002.59, to add requirements to the emergent literacy training courses,
developed by the OEL, for prekindergarten instructors. The bill requires the JRFO to work with
the OEL in the development of the emergent literacy training courses and specifies that the
courses must be consistent with the evidence-based reading instructional and intervention
programs developed by the JRFO and the Florida Center for Reading Research.

The bill also modifies s. 1002.55, F.S., to revise emergent literacy training to require that the
training course be available online and that private prekindergarten instructors complete at least
one qualifying emergent literacy training course every 5 years. The additional requirements for
VPK instructors may provide instructors with more skills to teach VPK students.

VPK Accountability

The bill modifies s. 1008.25, F.S., to require a VPK student who demonstrates a substantial
deficiency in early literacy skills based upon the results of the CSPM to be referred to the school
district following completion of the VPK term and prior to the beginning of the next school year.
The bill makes the student eligible for intensive reading interventions from the school district,
which may be funded from the evidence-based reading instruction allocation. The additional
reading interventions may provide additional opportunities for students to improve reading skills.

81 Section 1002.67(4)(c)3., F.S. A VPK provider must submit a request for a good cause exemption to the OEL for review
and approval and include specified data. Section 1002.69(7)(b)-(c), F.S. A VPK provider that receives a good cause
exemption must continue to implement its improvement plan and take corrective actions until the provider meets the
minimum Kindergarten readiness rate. Sections 1002.69(7)(e) and 1002.67(3)(c)2., F.S.

8 Florida Department of Education, Progress Monitoring: Building Effective, Data-Informed Strategies to Close
Achievement Gaps (Nov. 18, 2020), available at https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19925/urlt/2-3.pdf at 6, (last
visited Mar. 13, 2021).

8 Florida Department of Education, Reopening Florida’s Schools and the CARES Act, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FL DOEReopeningCARESACt.pdf at 98, (last visited Mar. 13, 2021).
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The CSPM replaces current VPK program progress monitoring and accountability requirements

in ss. 1002.67 and 1002.69, F.S. With the implementation of the CSPM beginning with the 2022-

2023 school year, the bill:

e Phases out the pre- and post-assessment and the statewide kindergarten readiness screening.

e Requires learning gains and kindergarten readiness rates to be calculated using data from the
CSPM.

The VPK accountability metrics provided in the bill may measure student performance more
contemporaneously with the instruction provided and support the timely provision of information
to parents, school districts, and VPK providers.

Kindergarten Readiness

To assist all parents with the transition from prekindergarten to kindergarten, the bill modifies
s. 1002.83, F.S. to require the OEL to provide guidance for successful kindergarten transitions to
ELCs, school districts, charter schools, and parents. The bill requires each ELC to develop a
best-practices plan for transitioning students into kindergarten, which must include all of the
following:

e Opportunities for prekindergarten students and their parents to visit schools in which they
may be enrolled in kindergarten.

e Written information for parents on school registration and academic and social expectations
for kindergarten.

e Meetings at least annually with school districts and charter schools in the coalition’s service
area to identify and address areas for improvement in transitioning prekindergarten students
into kindergarten.

e Transferring prekindergarten student information for continuity in progress monitoring and
the provision of supports.

The additional supports for transitioning students to kindergarten may help prepare students for
kindergarten. ELCs may require coordination from school districts regarding kindergarten
enrollment, visits, and student data.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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D.

State Tax or Fee Increases:
None.
Other Constitutional Issues:

None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A.

Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
Private Sector Impact:

Providers may incur costs associated with having private VPK instructors to complete at
least one qualifying emergent literacy training course every five years and having to
participate in the new coordinated screening and progress monitoring system, beginning
in the 2022-2023 school year.

Government Sector Impact:

The coordinated screening and progress monitoring required by the bill for students
enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program through grade 8 will
require the expenditure of state funds.

The Department of Education estimates that it will cost $15 million annually to
implement the new coordinated screening and progress monitoring program. These costs
could be offset, in part, by the elimination of the current VPK assessment and
kindergarten screening in fiscal year 2022-2023. To assist with the procurement of the
new system and its ongoing management, the department anticipates needing one
additional Program Specialist IV position, at a cost of $87,075 annually. School districts
may also incur costs associated with computer equipment needed to administer the new
assessments.

The department estimates that it will cost $5 million annually to contract with an external
entity to implement the new Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence
(RAISE) within the department. In addition, the department also anticipates needing two
additional Program Specialist I\Vs and one additional administrative assistant at a cost of
$240,014 annually to establish and maintain the literacy support teams and tutoring
program. School districts may also incur costs associated with recruiting, training and
deploying eligible high school students as part of the tutoring program.

The department anticipates that the addition of microcredentials to teacher certificates
will require programming changes to the educator certification system at an
indeterminate cost.
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VI. Technical Deficiencies:

Section 15 of the bill includes an incorrect cross-reference to federal law. A provision of the bill
that defines “evidence-based” to mean demonstrating a statistically significant effect on
improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes as provided in 20 U.S.C. s.
8101(21)(A)(i). The definition of the term “evidence-based” is included in the United States
Code at 20 U.S.C. s. 7801(21)(A)(i).

VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.215, 1001.42,
1002.33, 1002.55, 1002.59, 1002.67, 1002.69, 1002.83, 1002.995, 1003.621, 1004.04, 1008.25,
1008.345, 1011.62, 1011.67, 1012.585, 1012.586, 1012.98, 1012.986.

This bill creates the following section of the Florida Statutes: 1008.365.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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By Senator Rodriguez

39-01370-21 20211898

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student literacy; amending s.
1001.215, F.S.; revising and providing duties for the
Just Read, Florida! Office within the Department of
Education; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; revising a
district school board’s duty to implement a school
improvement plan for certain low-performing schools to
conform to changes made by the act; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made
by the act; amending s. 1002.55, F.S.; revising
requirements for prekindergarten instructors relating
to completing an emergent literacy training course;
amending s. 1002.59, F.S.; requiring the Office of
Farly Learning to adopt minimum standards for such
course in collaboration with the Just Read, Florida!
Office; requiring such course to be consistent with
certain strategies identified by the Just Read,
Florida! Office; amending s. 1002.67, F.S.; requiring
certain private prekindergarten providers and public
schools to use a coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system; amending s. 1002.69, F.S.;
requiring the Department of Education, in consultation
with the Office of Early Learning, to implement a
coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
for students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program through grade 8; requiring such
screening and progress monitoring system to be used to
assess kindergarten readiness and to determine student

learning gains; amending s. 1002.83, F.S.; requiring
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early learning coalitions to adopt best-practices
plans for transitioning prekindergarten students into
kindergarten; providing requirements for such plans;
requiring the Office of Early Learning to provide
certain guidelines to assist early learning
coalitions, schools districts, charter schools, and
parents; amending ss. 1002.995 and 1003.621, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1004.04, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to teacher preparation programs; removing
provisions authorizing the waiver of certain admission
requirements for such programs; requiring certain
school district and instructional personnel to have
evidence of being certified or endorsed in reading
beginning in a specified school year; amending s.
1008.25, F.S.; requiring certain students to
participate in a certain coordinated screening and
progress monitoring system; requiring schools to
communicate with parents at least monthly regarding
the progress of certain students; providing
requirements for such communication; requiring the
department to develop a handbook for schools to
provide to parents of certain students; providing
requirements for such handbook; requiring the
department, in collaboration with the Office of Early
Learning, to procure and require the use of a certain
coordinated screening and progress monitoring system;
providing requirements for such system; requiring

private Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
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providers and public schools to participate in such
system beginning in a specified school year; providing
the frequency with which such system must be
administered during the program year or school year,
as applicable; providing that certain prekindergarten
students may be eligible for intensive reading
interventions; authorizing a school district to pay
for such interventions using certain funds; requiring
screening and progress monitoring system results to be
reported to the department and maintained in a
specified department warehouse; requiring such results
to be provided to a student’s teacher and parent;
requiring the department, in collaboration with the
Office of Early Learning, to provide certain training
and support; amending s. 1008.345, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; creating s. 1008.365, F.S.; providing
a short title; establishing the Reading Achievement
Initiative for Scholastic Excellence Program within
the department; providing a purpose; requiring the
department to establish a specified number of literacy
support regions and regional support teams for a
certain purpose; requiring a regional literacy support
director to meet certain criteria; providing duties
and requirements for such teams; authorizing the
department to establish criteria for identifying
schools that need supports; requiring such schools to
implement a certain plan; requiring the department to

provide progress monitoring data to such teams

regarding the implementation of supports; providing
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requirements for such supports; providing that certain
schools are not required to implement a turnaround
option or take other corrective actions; authorizing a
school to discontinue receiving supports and
implementing a school improvement plan under certain
circumstances; requiring the department to establish a
tutoring program and develop certain training to
prepare high school students to tutor certain
students; providing eligibility criteria for high
school students to participate in a tutoring program;
requiring school districts that wish to participate in
such program to recruit, train, and deploy eligible
high school students; providing requirements for such
program; requiring the department to designate certain
high school students as New Worlds Scholars; requiring
the State Board of Education to adopt rules; amending
s. 1011.62, F.S.; renaming the research-based reading
instruction allocation as the evidence-based reading
instruction allocation; requiring such allocation to
be used to provide comprehensive reading instruction
to certain prekindergarten students; requiring a
school district’s K-12 comprehensive reading plan to
be developed with input from certain personnel and
provide for certain interventions delivered by certain
instructional personnel; requiring the department to
annually release to certain school districts their
allocations of appropriated funds by a specified date;

requiring the department to annually report certain

findings and recommendations to the State Board of
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117 Education by a specified date; providing a definition; 146
118 amending s. 1011.67, F.S.; authorizing school 147 Section 1. Subsections (1) through (6) and subsection (11
119 districts to purchase certain instructional materials 148 of section 1001.215, Florida Statutes, are amended, and
120 with specified funds without undergoing certain 149| subsection (8) of that section is republished, to read:
121 adoption procedures; amending s. 1012.585, F.S.; 150 1001.215 Just Read, Florida! Office.—There is created in
122 providing a limitation on earning certain inservice 151| the Department of Education the Just Read, Florida! Office. The
123 points; amending s. 1012.586, F.S.; requiring the 152| office is fully accountable to the Commissioner of Education and
124 department to adopt competency-based pathways for 153 shall:
125 instructional personnel to earn a reading endorsement 154 (1) Provide training to Fraim reading coaches and school
126 by the beginning of a specified school year; providing 155 administrators on the evidence-based strategies identified
127 requirements for such pathways; requiring the 156| pursuant to subsection (8) for purposes of implementation,
128 department to place microcredentials on participants’ 157| modeling, and classroom observations to support professional
129 educator certificates; providing requirements for the 158 growth and inform performance evaluations of instructional
130 department in adopting such pathways; requiring school 159| personnel.
131 districts to resubmit certain programs to the 160 (2) Create multiple designations of effective reading
132 department for approval by a specified date; 161 instruction, with accompanying credentials and microcredentials,
133 prohibiting instructional personnel from earning a 162| to enable all teachers to integrate reading instruction into
134 reading endorsement solely by achieving a passing 163| their content areas and indicate mastery of specific, evidence-
135 score on a specified assessment; amending s. 1012.98, 164 based strategies.
136 F.S.; requiring the department to identify certain 165 (3) Work with the Lastinger Center for Learning at the
137 professional development opportunities to be 166| University of Florida to develop training for K-12 teachers,
138 implemented by school districts; amending s. 1012.986, 167 reading coaches, and school administrators primeipats on
139 F.S.; revising the goals of the William Cecil Golden 168| effective content-area-specific reading strategies; the
140 Professional Development Program for School Leaders to 169| coordinated integration of content-rich curriculum from other
141 include support for instructional personnel who 170| core subject areas into reading instruction, with an emphasis on
142 provide reading instruction and interventions; 171 civic literacy; and evidence-based reading strategies identified
143 providing an effective date. 172| pursuant to #m subsection (8) to improve student reading
144 173| performance. For secondary teachers, emphasis shall be on
145| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 174| technical text. These strategies must be developed for all
Page 5 of 44 Page 6 of 44
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175| content areas in the K-12 curriculum. 204| evidence-based strategies frequently used to remediate reading
176 (4) Develop and provide access to sequenced, content-rich 205| deficiencies and includes, but is not limited to, individual
177 curriculum programming, instructional practices, and resources 206 instruction, multisensory approaches, tutoring, mentoring, or
178| that help elementary schools use state-adopted instructional 207| the use of technology that targets specific reading skills and
179| materials to increase students’ background knowledge and 208 abilities.
180 literacy skills, including student attainment of the Next 209 (11) Work with teacher preparation programs approved
181 Generation Sunshine State Standards for social studies, science, 210 pursuant to ss. 1004.04 and 1004.85 to integrate effective,
182 and the arts. The office shall, as part of the adoption cycle 211 ¥ areh—pbased—and evidence-based reading instructional and
183 for English Language Arts instructional materials, assist in 212 intervention strategies, including explicit, systematic, and
184 evaluating elementary grades instructional materials submitted 213 sequential reading strategies, multisensory intervention
185 for adoption consideration, identify those materials that are 214 strategies, and reading in content area instructional strategies
186| closely aligned to the content and evidence-based strategies 215| 1into teacher preparation programs.
187 identified pursuant to subsection (8), and incorporate 216 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (18) of section
188| professional development to implement such strategies. 217 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
189 (5) Provide parents with information and evidence-based 218 1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
190 strategies for assisting their children in reading, including 219 district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
191 reading in content areas. 220| powers and perform all duties listed below:
192 (6) Provide technical assistance to school districts in the 221 (18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
193| development and implementation of district plans for use of the 222| Maintain a system of school improvement and education
194| evidence-based xeseareh-based reading instruction allocation 223| accountability as provided by statute and State Board of
195| provided in s. 1011.62(9) and annually review and approve such 224| Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
196| plans. 225 accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented
197 (8) Work with the Florida Center for Reading Research to 226| through, the district’s continuing system of planning and
198| identify scientifically researched and evidence-based reading 227| budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
199| instructional and intervention programs that incorporate 228| and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
200| explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching 229| accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
201 phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text 230 1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:
202 comprehension and incorporate decodable or phonetic text 231 (a) School improvement plans.—The district school board
203| instructional strategies. Reading intervention includes 232 shall annually approve and require implementation of a new,
Page 7 of 44 Page 8 of 44
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233| amended, or continuation school improvement plan for each school 262| enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum of the school
234 in the district which has a school grade of “D” or “F”; has a 263 district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
235 significant gap in achievement on statewide, standardized 264 Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations
236| assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22 by one or more 265 Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary
237 student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and 266 lottery funds, and funds from the school district’s current
238 Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 267 operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total funded
239 6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (IT); has not significantly increased the 268 weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district;
240| percentage of students passing statewide, standardized 269| multiplied by the weighted full-time equivalent students for the
241 assessments; has not significantly increased the percentage of 270 charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet
242 students demonstrating Learning Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34 271 the eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their
243| and as calculated under s. 1008.34(3) (b), who passed statewide, 272| proportionate share of categorical program funds included in the
244 standardized assessments; has been identified as requiring 273| total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program
245 instructional supports under the Reading Achievement Initiative 274 by the Legislature, including transportation, the evidence-based
246 for Scholastic Excellence Program established in s. 1008.365; or 275| xeseareh-based reading allocation, and the Florida digital
247| has significantly lower graduation rates for a subgroup when 276| classrooms allocation. Total funding for each charter school
248 compared to the state’s graduation rate. The improvement plan of 2717 shall be recalculated during the year to reflect the revised
249 a school that meets the requirements of this paragraph shall 278 calculations under the Florida Education Finance Program by the
250 include strategies for improving these results. The state board 279| state and the actual weighted full-time equivalent students
251 shall adopt rules establishing thresholds and for determining 280| reported by the charter school during the full-time equivalent
252 compliance with this paragraph. 281 student survey periods designated by the Commissioner of
253 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (17) of section 282| Education. For charter schools operated by a not-for-profit or
254 1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 283| municipal entity, any unrestricted current and capital assets
255 1002.33 Charter schools.— 284 identified in the charter school’s annual financial audit may be
256 (17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school, 285 used for other charter schools operated by the not-for-profit or
257 regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in 286| municipal entity within the school district. Unrestricted
258 a basic program or a special program, the same as students 287 current assets shall be used in accordance with s. 1011.62, and
259 enrolled in other public schools in the school district. Funding 288| any unrestricted capital assets shall be used in accordance with
260 for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32. 289 s. 1013.62(2).
261 (b) The basis for the agreement for funding students 290 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) and subsection
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(4) of section 1002.55, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by
private prekindergarten providers.—

(3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program,
a private prekindergarten provider must meet each of the
following requirements:

(c) The private prekindergarten provider must have, for
each prekindergarten class of 11 children or fewer, at least one
prekindergarten instructor who meets each of the following
requirements:

1. The prekindergarten instructor must hold, at a minimum,
one of the following credentials:

a. A child development associate credential issued by the
National Credentialing Program of the Council for Professional
Recognition; or

b. A credential approved by the Department of Children and
Families as being equivalent to or greater than the credential

described in sub-subparagraph a.

The Department of Children and Families may adopt rules under
ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and procedures
for approving equivalent credentials under sub-subparagraph b.
2. The prekindergarten instructor must successfully
complete an emergent literacy training course and a student
performance standards training course approved by the office as
meeting or exceeding the minimum standards adopted under s.

1002.59. The emergent literacy training course must be completed

at least once every 5 years after the prekindergarten instructor

initially completes the course. TFhe—reguirement—for mpretion
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of—+the standards—training courseshatt take effeet Juty 12044+
aned The courses eewrse shall be made available online.

(4) A prekindergarten instructor, in lieu of the minimum
credentials and—eeowrses required under paragraph (3) (c)1.
+3)r+e)>, may hold one of the following educational credentials:

(a) A bachelor’s or higher degree in early childhood
education, prekindergarten or primary education, preschool
education, or family and consumer science;

(b) A bachelor’s or higher degree in elementary education,
if the prekindergarten instructor has been certified to teach
children any age from birth through 6th grade, regardless of
whether the instructor’s educator certificate is current, and if
the instructor is not ineligible to teach in a public school
because his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked;

(c) An associate’s or higher degree in child development;

(d) An associate’s or higher degree in an unrelated field,
at least 6 credit hours in early childhood education or child
development, and at least 480 hours of experience in teaching or
providing child care services for children any age from birth
through 8 years of age; or

(e) An educational credential approved by the department as
being equivalent to or greater than an educational credential
described in this subsection. The department may adopt criteria
and procedures for approving equivalent educational credentials
under this paragraph.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 1002.59, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.59 Emergent literacy and performance standards

training courses.—
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(1) The office, in collaboration with the Just Read,

Florida! Office, shall adopt minimum standards for one or more
training courses in emergent literacy for prekindergarten
instructors. Each course must comprise 5 clock hours and provide
instruction in strategies and techniques to address the age-
appropriate progress of prekindergarten students in developing
emergent literacy skills, including oral communication,
knowledge of print and letters, phonemic and phonological
awareness, and vocabulary and comprehension development,

consistent with the evidence-based content and strategies

identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(8). Each course must also

provide resources containing strategies that allow students with
disabilities and other special needs to derive maximum benefit
from the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. Successful
completion of an emergent literacy training course approved
under this section satisfies requirements for approved training
in early literacy and language development under ss.

402.305(2) (e)5., 402.313(6), and 402.3131(5).

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
1002.67, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.67 Performance standards; curricula and
accountability.—

(3) (a) Contingent upon legislative appropriation, each
private prekindergarten provider and public school in the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program must implement an
evidence-based pre- and post-assessment that has been approved

by rule of the State Board of Education. However, beginning with

the 2022-2023 school year, such providers and public schools

shall use a coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
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pursuant to s. 1008.25(8) to meet the requirements of this

subsection.

Section 7. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 1002.69,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.69 Statewide kindergarten screening; kindergarten
readiness rates; state-approved prekindergarten enrollment
screening; good cause exemption.—

(1) The department shall adopt a statewide kindergarten
screening that assesses the readiness of each student for
kindergarten based upon the performance standards adopted by the
department under s. 1002.67(1) for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

Education Program. However, beginning with the 2022-2023 school

year, the department, in consultation with the Office of Early

Learning, shall implement a coordinated screening and progress

monitoring system for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program through grade 8 pursuant to s. 1008.25(8), which must be

used to assess kindergarten readiness consistent with this

subsection. The department shall require that each school
district administer the statewide kindergarten screening to each
kindergarten student in the school district within the first 30
school days of each school year. Nonpublic schools may
administer the statewide kindergarten screening to each
kindergarten student in a nonpublic school who was enrolled in
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program.

(5) The office shall adopt procedures to annually calculate
each private prekindergarten provider’s and public school’s
kindergarten readiness rate, which must be expressed as the

percentage of the provider’s or school’s students who are

assessed as ready for kindergarten. The methodology for
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407 calculating each provider’s kindergarten readiness rate must 436| continuity in progress monitoring and the provision of supports.
408| include student learning gains when available and the percentage 437
409| of students who meet all state readiness measures. The rates 438| The office shall provide guidelines for successful kindergarten
410 must not include students who are not administered the statewide 439 transitions to early learning coalitions, school districts,
411 kindergarten screening. The office shall determine learning 440| charter schools, and parents to assist with the implementation
412| gains using a value-added measure based on growth demonstrated 441| of this subsection.
413| by the results of the preassessment and postassessment from at 442 Section 9. Subsection (2) of section 1002.995, Florida
414 least 2 successive years of administration of the preassessment 443| Statutes, is amended to read:
415| and postassessment. However, beginning with the 2022-2023 school 444 1002.995 Early learning professional development standards
416 year, a coordinated screening and progress monitoring system 445 and career pathways.—
417 implemented pursuant to s. 1008.25(8) must be used to determine 446 (2) To the greatest extent possible, the credentials and
418| such learning gains consistent with this subsection. 447 certifications established pursuant to this section shall align
419 Section 8. Present subsection (14) of section 1002.83, 448 with the training for K-12 teachers, reading coaches, and school
420 Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (15), and a new 449 administrators primeipats in s. 1001.215(3).
421 subsection (14) is added to that section, to read: 450 Section 10. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
422 1002.83 Early learning coalitions.— 451 1003.621, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
423 (14) Each early learning coalition shall adopt a best- 452 1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It
424| practices plan for transitioning prekindergarten students into 453| 1is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school
425 kindergarten. The plan must provide for: 454 districts that demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain
426 (a) Opportunities for prekindergarten students and their 455| or improve their high-performing status. The purpose of this
427| parents to visit schools in which they may be enrolled in 456| section is to provide high-performing school districts with
428 kindergarten. 457 flexibility in meeting the specific requirements in statute and
429 (b) Written information for parents on school registration 458 rules of the State Board of Education.
430 and academic and social expectations for kindergarten. 459 (2) COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTES AND RULES.—Each academically
431 (c) Meetings at least annually with school districts and 460 high-performing school district shall comply with all of the
432 charter schools in the coalition’s service area to identify and 461| provisions in chapters 1000-1013, and rules of the State Board
433| address areas for improvement in transitioning prekindergarten 462| of Education which implement these provisions, pertaining to the
434 students into kindergarten. 463| following:
435 (d) Transferring prekindergarten student information for 464 (g) Those statutes pertaining to planning and budgeting,
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including chapter 1011, except s. 1011.62(9) (d), relating to the
requirement for a comprehensive reading plan. A district that is
exempt from submitting this plan shall be deemed approved to
receive the evidence-based researeh-based reading instruction
allocation.

Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) and paragraph
(b) of subsection (5) of section 1004.04, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1004.04 Public accountability and state approval for
teacher preparation programs.—

(3) INITIAL STATE PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

(b) Each teacher preparation program approved by the

Department of Education, as provided for by this section, shall

require students, at a minimum, to meet;—at—aminimum—th

£oll : RS £ S Lk £h
o= R —aS—preregurst TO¥r—aGt ToR—3F £

re—program:

1. Have a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0
scale for the general education component of undergraduate
studies or have completed the requirements for a baccalaureate
degree with a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale
from any college or university accredited by a regional
accrediting association as defined by State Board of Education
rule or any college or university otherwise approved pursuant to
State Board of Education rule.

2. Demonstrate mastery of general knowledge suffieient—feor

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

atry—inte—the program, including the ability to read, write,
and perform in mathematics, by passing the General Knowledge
Test of the Florida Teacher Certification Examination or, for a
graduate level program, obtain a baccalaureate degree from an

institution that is accredited or approved pursuant to the rules
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(5) PRESERVICE FIELD EXPERIENCE.—All postsecondary
instructors, school district personnel and instructional
personnel, and school sites preparing instructional personnel
through preservice field experience courses and internships
shall meet special requirements. District school boards may pay
student teachers during their internships.

(b)1l. All school district personnel and instructional
personnel who supervise or direct teacher preparation students
during field experience courses or internships taking place in
this state in which candidates demonstrate an impact on student
learning growth must have:

a. Evidence of “clinical educator” training;+

b. A valid professional certificate issued pursuant to s.
1012.56;+=and

c. At least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12; ane—must—have

d. Earned an effective or highly effective rating on the
prior year’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34 or be a

peer evaluator under the district’s evaluation system approved

under s. 1012.34; and
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e. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, for all such

personnel who supervise or direct teacher preparation students

during internships in kindergarten through grade 3 or who are

enrolled in a teacher preparation program for a certificate area

identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3) (f), evidence of being

certified or endorsed in reading.

The State Board of Education shall approve the training
requirements.

2. All instructional personnel who supervise or direct
teacher preparation students during field experience courses or
internships in another state, in which a candidate demonstrates
his or her impact on student learning growth, through a Florida
online or distance program must have received “clinical
educator” training or its equivalent in that state, hold a valid
professional certificate issued by the state in which the field
experience takes place, and have at least 3 years of teaching
experience in prekindergarten through grade 12.

3. All instructional personnel who supervise or direct
teacher preparation students during field experience courses or
internships, in which a candidate demonstrates his or her impact
on student learning growth, on a United States military base in
another country through a Florida online or distance program
must have received “clinical educator” training or its
equivalent, hold a valid professional certificate issued by the
United States Department of Defense or a state or territory of
the United States, and have at least 3 years teaching experience
in prekindergarten through grade 12.

Section 12. Present subsections (8) and (9) of section
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1008.25, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (9)

and (10), respectively, and paragraph (d) of subsection (5) and

a new subsection (8) are added to that section, and paragraph

(a) of subsection (4), paragraph (c) of subsection (5),

paragraph (a) of subsection (7), and present subsection (8) are

amended, to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support;

screening and progress monitoring;

(4) ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT.—

reporting requirements.—

(a) Each student must participate in the statewide,

standardized assessment program required under b¥ s. 1008.22 and

the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program through grade 8

coordinated screening and progress monitoring system required

under subsection (8). Each student who does not achieve a Level

3 or above on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts

assessment, the statewide, standardized Mathematics assessment,

or the Algebra I EOC assessment must be evaluated to determine

the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of academic

need, and strategies for providing

the student’s performance.

academic supports to improve

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(c) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial

deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be

notified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a

substantial deficiency in reading,

including a description and

explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact

nature of the student’s difficulty

achievement in reading.

in learning and lack of
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2. A description of the current services that are provided
to the child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions
and supports that will be provided to the child that are
designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated
by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or
she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies, through a
read-at-home plan the parent can use in helping his or her child
succeed in reading.

6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment is not the sole determiner of promotion and that
additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are
available to the child to assist parents and the school district
in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and
ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a
portfolio as provided in subparagraph (6) (b)4. and the evidence
required for a student to demonstrate mastery of Florida’s
academic standards for English Language Arts. A parent of a
student in grade 3 who is identified anytime during the year as
being at risk of retention may request that the school
immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio.

8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for
midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
retained student at any time during the year of retention once

the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.
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After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent

at least monthly of the student’s progress in response to the

intensive interventions and supports. Such communications must

be in writing and must explain any additional interventions or

supports that will be implemented to accelerate the student’s

progress if the interventions and supports already being

implemented have not resulted in improvement.

(d) The Department of Education shall develop a handbook

that schools must provide to the parent of a student who is

identified as having a substantial reading deficiency. The

handbook must be made available in an electronic format that is

accessible online and must include the following information:

1. An overview of the types of assessments used to identify

reading deficiencies and what those assessments measure or do

not measure, the frequency with which the assessments are

administered, and the requirements for interventions and

supports that districts must provide to students who do not make

adequate academic progress.

2. An overview of the process for initiating and conducting

evaluations for exceptional education eligibility. The overview

must include an explanation that a diagnosis of a medical

condition alone is not sufficient to establish exceptional

education eligibility but may be used to document how that

condition relates to the student’s eligibility determination and

may be disclosed in an eligible student’s individual education

plan when necessary to inform school personnel responsible for

implementing the plan.

3. Characteristics of conditions associated with learning

disorders, including dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, and
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developmental aphasia.

4. A list of resources that support informed parent

involvement in decisionmaking processes for students who have

difficulty in learning.
(7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED THIRD GRADE
STUDENTS.—

(a) Students retained under paragraph (5) (b) must be
provided intensive interventions in reading to ameliorate the
student’s specific reading deficiency and prepare the student
for promotion to the next grade. These interventions must
include:

1. Evidence-based, explicit, systematic, and multisensory
reading instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies prescribed by
the school district.

2. Participation in the school district’s summer reading
camp, which must incorporate the instructional and intervention
strategies under subparagraph 1.

3. A minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted reading
instruction incorporating the instructional and intervention
strategies under subparagraph 1. This instruction may include:

a. Coordinated integration of content-rich texts in science
and civic literacy seeiat—studies within the 90-minute block.

b. Small group instruction.

c. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

d. More frequent progress monitoring.

e. Tutoring or mentoring.

f. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade

students.
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(a) The Department of Education, in collaboration with the

Office of Early Learning, shall procure and require the use of a

statewide, standardized coordinated screening and progress

monitoring system for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program and public schools serving kindergarten through grade 8

students. The system must:

1. Measure student progress in the Voluntary

Prekindergarten Education Program through grade 8 in meeting the

appropriate expectations in early literacy and mathematics

skills and in English Language Arts and mathematics standards as
required by ss. 1002.67(1) (a) and 1003.41.

2. Measure student performance in oral language

development, phonemic and phonological awareness, knowledge of

print and letters, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and

comprehension, as applicable by grade level.

3. Be a valid, reliable, and developmentally appropriate

computer-adaptive direct instrument that provides screening and

diagnostic capabilities for monitoring student progress and

identifies students who have a substantial deficiency in

reading, including identifying students with characteristics of

dyslexia.

4. Provide data for Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program accountability as required under s. 1002.67.

5. Provide Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

providers, school districts, schools, and teachers with data and

resources that enhance differentiated instruction and parent

communication.
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697 6. Provide information to the department to aid in the 726 (9) 48} ANNUAL REPORT.—
698 development of educational programs, policies, and supports for 727 (a) In addition to the requirements in paragraph (5) (b),
699| providers, districts, and schools. 728| each district school board must annually report to the parent of
700 (b) Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, private 729| each student the progress of the student toward achieving state
701| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers and public 730 and district expectations for proficiency in English Language
702 schools must participate in the screening and progress 731| Arts, science, social studies, and mathematics. The district
703| monitoring system. The screening and progress monitoring system 732 school board must report to the parent the student’s results on
704| must be administered at least three times within a program year 733 each statewide, standardized assessment and the screening and
705 or school year, as applicable, with the first administration 734 progress monitoring system under subsection (8). The evaluation
706 occurring no later than the first 30 instructional days after 735 of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s
707| the start of the program year or school year pursuant to state 736| classroom work, observations, tests, district and state
708| board rule. 737| assessments, response to intensive interventions provided under
709 (c) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student 738| paragraph (5) (a), and other relevant information. Progress
710 who exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills 739| reporting must be provided to the parent in writing in a format
711| based upon results under this subsection must be referred to the 740| adopted by the district school board.
712 school district in which he or she resides and may be eligible 741 (b) Each district school board must annually publish on the
713| to receive intensive reading interventions after program 742| district website and in the local newspaper the following
714 completion and before participating in kindergarten. Such 743| information on the prior school year:
715| interventions may be paid for using funds from the school 744 1. The provisions of this section relating to public school
716| district’s evidence-based reading instruction allocation in 745| student progression and the district school board’s policies and
717 accordance with s. 1011.62(9). 746 procedures on student retention and promotion.
718 (d) Screening and progress monitoring system results shall 747 2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in
719| Dbe reported to the department pursuant to state board rule and 748 grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the
720| maintained in the department’s K-20 data warehouse. Results must 749| statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.
721 be provided to a student’s teacher and parent in a timely manner 750 3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students
722| as required in paragraph (2) (a). 751 retained in kindergarten through grade 10.
723 (e) The department, in collaboration with the Office of 752 4. Information on the total number of students who were
724 Early Learning, shall provide training and support for effective 753| promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause as
725| implementation of the screening and progress monitoring system. 754 specified in paragraph (6) (b).
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755 5. Any revisions to the district school board’s policies 784 Initiative for Scholastic Excellence Act.”
756 and procedures on student retention and promotion from the prior 785 (2) The Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic
757| year. 786| Excellence (RAISE) Program is established within the Department
758 Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 787| of Education to provide instructional supports to school
759 1008.345, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 788 districts, school administrators, and instructional personnel in
760 1008.345 Implementation of state system of school 789 implementing evidence-based reading instruction and
761 improvement and education accountability.— 790| interventions in order to improve student reading achievement.
762 (5) The commissioner shall annually report to the State 791 (3) The department shall establish at least 20 literacy
763| Board of Education and the Legislature and recommend changes in 792 support regions and regional support teams, at the direction of
764 state policy necessary to foster school improvement and 793 a regional literacy support director appointed by the
765 education accountability. The report shall include: 794 Commissioner of Education, to assist schools with improving low
766 (a) For each school district: 795| reading scores as provided in this section.
767 1. The percentage of students, by school and grade level, 796 (a) A regional literacy support director must be an
768| demonstrating learning growth in English Language Arts and 797| employee of a school district, successfully demonstrate
769| mathematics. 798 competence on the evidence-based strategies identified pursuant
770 2. The percentage of students, by school and grade level, 799 to s. 1001.215(8) through a statewide, competency-based reading
771 in both the highest and lowest quartiles demonstrating learning 800 endorsement pathway under s. 1012.586(2), and have the
772| growth in English Language Arts and mathematics. 801| experience and credentials necessary, as determined by the
773 3. The information contained in the school district’s 802 department, to:
774| annual report required pursuant to s. 1008.25(9) s—3068-25+48). 803 1. Effectively monitor student reading growth and
775 804| achievement data;
776| School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection 805 2. Oversee districtwide and schoolwide professional
777| and s. 1001.42(18) (c) and according to rules adopted by the 806| development and planning to establish evidence-based practices
778| State Board of Education. 807| among school administrators and instructional personnel;
779 Section 14. Section 1008.365, Florida Statutes, is created 808 3. Evaluate implementation of evidence-based practices; and
780 to read: 809 4. Manage a regional support team.
781 1008.365 Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic 810 (b) A regional support team shall report to its regional
782 Excellence Act.— 811 literacy support director and must consist of individuals who:
783 (1) This section may be cited as the “Reading Achievement 812 1. Successfully demonstrate competence on the evidence-
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813| based strategies identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(8) through a 842 (b) Assistance with implementing:
814 statewide, competency-based reading endorsement pathway under s. 843 1. Data-informed instructional decisionmaking using
815 1012.586(2); 844 progress monitoring and other appropriate data.
816 2. Have substantial experience in teaching and monitoring 845 2. Selection and consistent, coordinated use of high-
817 student progress data in reading; and 846| quality instructional materials and supplemental materials.
818 3. Have received training necessary to assist with the 847 3. Reading instruction in other core subject area
819| delivery of professional development and site-based supports, 848| curricula, with an emphasis on civic literacy.
820| including modeling evidence-based practices and providing 849 4. A multitiered system of supports in order to provide
821 feedback to instructional personnel. 850| students effective interventions and identify students who may
822 (4) The department may establish criteria to identify 851 require an evaluation for special educational services,
823| schools that must receive supports from a regional support team. 852 including identifying characteristics of conditions that affect
824| However, regardless of its school grade designated pursuant to 853| phonological processing, such as dyslexia.
825 s. 1008.34, a school must be identified for supports if 50 854 (c) Evaluating a school’s improvement plan for alignment
826| percent of its students who take the statewide, standardized 855| with the school district’s K-12 comprehensive reading plan under
827 English Language Arts assessment score below a Level 3 for any 856 s. 1011.62(9) (d). If the regional support team determines that
828 grade level, or, for students in kindergarten through grade 3, 857 the school district’s reading plan does not address the school’s
829 if progress monitoring data collected pursuant to s. 1008.25(8) 858 need to improve student outcomes, the regional literacy support
830 shows that 50 percent or more of the students are not on track 859 director, the district school superintendent, or his or her
831 to pass the statewide, standardized grade 3 English Language 860 designee, and the director of the Just Read, Florida! Office
832| Arts assessment. A school identified for supports under this 861 shall convene a meeting to rectify the deficiencies of the
833| section must implement a school improvement plan pursuant to s. 862 reading plan.
834 1001.42(18). 863 (6) Identification of a school for supports under this
835 (5) The department shall provide progress monitoring data 864 section does not require a school to implement a turnaround
836| to regional support teams regarding the implementation of 865| option or take other corrective actions under s. 1008.33.
837 supports. Such supports must include: 866| However, a regional support team may be used to assist with
838 (a) Professional development, aligned to evidence-based 867| providing the differentiated matrix of intervention and support
839| strategies identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(8), for 868| strategies under s. 1008.33, as appropriate. The department may
840| appropriate instructional personnel and school administrators 869| direct a regional support team to make other forms of assistance
841 identified by the regional support team. 870| available to school districts and schools.
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871 (7) Once a school’s data shows that it no longer meets the 900| adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497. Students may earn up to 3
872 criteria under subsection (4), the school may discontinue 901 elective credits for high school graduation based on the
873 receiving supports and implementing a school improvement plan. 902 verified number of hours the student spends tutoring under the
874 Such supports may continue subject to available resources. 903| program. The hours of volunteer service must be documented in
875 (8) As part of the RAISE Program, the department shall 904 writing, and the document must be signed by the student, the
876 establish a tutoring program and develop training in effective 905 student’s parent or guardian, and an administrator or designee
877 reading tutoring practices and content, based on evidence-based 906| of the school in which the tutoring occurred. The hours that a
878| practices and aligned to the English Language Arts standards 907| high school student devotes to tutoring may be counted toward
879 under s. 1003.41, which prepares eligible high school students 908| meeting community service requirements for high school
880 to tutor students in kindergarten through grade 3 in schools 909 graduation and community service requirements for participation
881 identified under this section, instilling in those students a 910| in the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program as provided in
882 love of reading and improving their literacy skills. 911 s. 1003.497(3) (b) . The department shall designate a high school
883 (a) To be eligible to participate in the tutoring program, 912 student who provides at least 500 verified hours of tutoring
884| a high school student must be a rising junior or senior who has 913| under the program as a New Worlds Scholar and award the student
885| a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher, has no 914| with a pin indicating such designation.
886| history of out-of-school suspensions or expulsions, is on track 915 (9) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to
887 to complete all core course requirements to graduate, and has 916 administer this section.
888 written recommendations from at least two of his or her present 917 Section 15. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (6) and
889 or former high school teachers of record or extracurricular 918 subsections (9) and (11) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes,
890| activity sponsors. 919| are amended to read:
891 (b) School districts that wish to participate in the 920 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
892 tutoring program must recruit, train, and deploy eligible high 921 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
893| school students using the materials developed under this 922| district for operation of schools is not determined in the
894 section. Tutoring must occur during the school day on school 923| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
895 district property in the presence and under the supervision of 924 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
896| instructional personnel who are school district employees. A 925| follows:
897| parent must give written permission for his or her child to 926 (6) CATEGORICAL FUNDS.—
898 receive tutoring through the program. 927 (b) If a district school board finds and declares in a
899 (c) Tutoring may be part of a service-learning course 928| resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the school board that
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929| the funds received for any of the following categorical 958 1011.685.
930 appropriations are urgently needed to maintain school board 959 (d) If a district school board transfers funds from its
931 specified academic classroom instruction or improve school 960 evidence-based researeh-based reading instruction allocation,
932 safety, the school board may consider and approve an amendment 961| the board must also submit to the Department of Education an
933 to the school district operating budget transferring the 962 amendment describing the changes that the district is making to
934 identified amount of the categorical funds to the appropriate 963 its reading plan approved pursuant to paragraph (9) (d).
935 account for expenditure: 964 (9) EVIDENCE-BASED RESEARCH-BASED READING INSTRUCTION
936 1. Funds for student transportation. 965 ALLOCATION.—
937 2. Funds for evidence-based researeh-based reading 966 (a) The evidence-based researeh-based reading instruction
938 instruction if the required additional hour of instruction 967 allocation is created to provide comprehensive reading
939| beyond the normal school day for each day of the entire school 968| dinstruction to students in kindergarten through grade 12,
940| year has been provided for the students in each low-performing 969| including certain students who have completed the Voluntary
941 elementary school in the district pursuant to paragraph (9) (a). 970 Prekindergarten Education Program and who exhibit a substantial
942 3. Funds for instructional materials if all instructional 971 deficiency in early literacy skills under s. 1008.25(8) (c). Each
943| material purchases necessary to provide updated materials that 972 school district that has one or more of the 300 lowest-
944 are aligned with applicable state standards and course 973| performing elementary schools based on a 3-year average of the
945 descriptions and that meet statutory requirements of content and 974 state reading assessment data must use the school’s portion of
946| learning have been completed for that fiscal year, but no sooner 975| the allocation to provide an additional hour per day of
947| than March 1. Funds available after March 1 may be used to 976| 1intensive reading instruction for the students in each school.
948| purchase hardware for student instruction. 977| The additional hour may be provided within the school day.
949 4. Funds for the guaranteed allocation as provided in 978| Students enrolled in these schools who earned a level 4 or level
950 subparagraph (1) (e)2. 979 5 score on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
951 5. Funds for the supplemental academic instruction 980| assessment for the previous school year may participate in the
952| allocation as provided in paragraph (1) (f). 981| additional hour of instruction. Exceptional student education
953 6. Funds for the Florida digital classrooms allocation as 982 centers may not be included in the 300 schools. The intensive
954 provided in subsection (12). 983 reading instruction delivered in this additional hour shall
955 7. Funds for the federally connected student supplement as 984 include: evidence-based researeh—based reading instruction that
956| provided in subsection (13). 985| has been proven to accelerate progress of students exhibiting a
957 8. Funds for class size reduction as provided in s. 986| reading deficiency; differentiated instruction based on
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screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or student
assessment data to meet students’ specific reading needs;
explicit and systematic reading strategies to develop phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, with
more extensive opportunities for guided practice, error
correction, and feedback; and the coordinated integration of
civic literacy seeial—studies, science, and mathematics-text
reading, text discussion, and writing in response to reading.

(b) Funds for comprehensive, evidence-based researeh-based
reading instruction shall be allocated annually to each school
district in the amount provided in the General Appropriations
Act. Each eligible school district shall receive the same
minimum amount as specified in the General Appropriations Act,
and any remaining funds shall be distributed to eligible school
districts based on each school district’s proportionate share of
K-12 base funding.

(c) Funds allocated under this subsection must be used to
provide a system of comprehensive reading instruction to
students enrolled in the K-12 programs, which may include the
following:

1. An additional hour per day of evidence-based intensive
reading instruction to students in the 300 lowest-performing
elementary schools by teachers and reading specialists who have
demonstrated effectiveness in teaching reading as required in
paragraph (a).

2. Kindergarten through grade 5 evidence-based reading

intervention—teachers—toprovide intensive reading interventions

provided by reading intervention teachers imterventien during

the school day and in the required extra hour for students
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identified as having a substantial reading deficiency.

3. Highly qualified reading coaches to specifically support
teachers in making instructional decisions based on student
data, and improve teacher delivery of effective reading
instruction, intervention, and reading in the content areas
based on student need.

4. Professional development for school district teachers in

scientifically researched and evidence-based based reading

instruction, including strategies to teach reading in content
areas and with an emphasis on technical and informational text,
to help school district teachers earn a certification or an
endorsement in reading.

5. Summer reading camps, using only teachers or other
district personnel who are certified or endorsed in reading
consistent with s. 1008.25(7) (b)3., for all students in
kindergarten through grade 2 who demonstrate a reading
deficiency as determined by district and state assessments, and
students in grades 3 through 5 who score at Level 1 on the
statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

6. Scientifically researched and evidence-based
supplemental instructional materials that—are—grounded—in

fentifiecally based—reading—= areh as identified by the Just

Read, Florida! Office pursuant to s. 1001.215(8).

7. Evidence-based intensive reading interventions for
students in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been
identified as having a substantial reading deficiency or who are
reading below grade level as determined by the statewide,
standardized English Language Arts assessment.

(d)1. Annually, by a date determined by the Department of
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Education but before May 1, school districts shall submit a K-12
comprehensive reading plan for the specific use of the evidence-
based researeh-based reading instruction allocation in the
format prescribed by the department for review and approval by
the Just Read, Florida! Office created pursuant to s. 1001.215.
The plan format shall be developed with input from school

district personnel, including teachers and principals, and shall

provide for intensive reading interventions identified through a

root-cause analysis of student performance data and reflection

tool developed by the department to evaluate the effectiveness

of interventions implemented in the prior year. Intensive

reading interventions must be delivered by instructional

personnel who are certified or endorsed in reading and must

incorporate evidence-based strategies identified by the Just

Read, Florida! Office pursuant to s. 1001.215(8).

2. By July 1 of each year, the department shall release to

each school district with an approved plan its allocation of

appropriated funds Theplan—annvally submitted by schoot

4 + 4 hall b =] 4 4 1 +h | 4 £ 2 +
= ¥IeEs Aoarr—oe—aeemea—appE € €

Ss2Ea nre—aCparthmen re3 =

thepltanonor beforeJune—=+. If a school district and the Just
Read, Florida! Office cannot reach agreement on the contents of
the plan, the school district may appeal to the State Board of
Education for resolution. School districts shall be allowed
reasonable flexibility in designing their plans and shall be
encouraged to offer reading intervention through innovative

methods, including career academies. The—plan—format—shall—be

devetoped Feh—input—from sechooldistrietpersonnel; ineluding
£ h | 3 ' 1 | hall il £ int ; a4
teaenReE e PprIraeIparSyaRG—Shar—P¥ Fer TO¥—IFr S5+ reaerig
interventions through integratedeurriecula, provided—thaty
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been—in mptian +eh—the—ptan- The department shall may

withhold funds upon a determination that reading instruction
allocation funds are not being used to implement the approved

plan. The department shall evaluate meniter—and—traek the

implementation of each district plan, including conducting site
visits and collecting specific data on expenditures and reading
improvement results. By February 1 of each year, the department

shall report its findings to the Legislature and the State Board

of Education, including any recommendations for improving

implementation of evidence-based reading and intervention

strategies in classrooms.

3.2+ Each school district that has a school designated as
one of the 300 lowest-performing elementary schools as specified
in paragraph (a) shall specifically delineate in the
comprehensive reading plan, or in an addendum to the
comprehensive reading plan, the implementation design and
reading intervention strategies that will be used for the
required additional hour of reading instruction. The term
“reading intervention” includes evidence-based strategies
frequently used to remediate reading deficiencies and also

includes individual instruction, tutoring, mentoring, or the use
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1103| of technology that targets specific reading skills and 1132 instructional materials funds, each district school
1104 abilities. 1133 superintendent shall certify to the Commissioner of Education
1105 1134 that the district school board has approved a comprehensive
1106| For purposes of this subsection, the term “evidence-based” means 1135| staff development plan that supports fidelity of implementation
1107 demonstrating a statistically significant effect on improving 1136 of instructional materials programs, including verification that
1108 student outcomes or other relevant outcomes as provided in 20 1137 training was provided; that the materials are being implemented
1109 U.S.C. s. 8101 (21) (A) (1) . 1138 as designed; and, beginning July 1, 2021, for core reading
1110 (11) VIRTUAL EDUCATION CONTRIBUTION.—The Legislature may 1139| materials and reading intervention materials used in
1111| annually provide in the Florida Education Finance Program a 1140| kindergarten through grade 5, that the materials meet the
1112 virtual education contribution. The amount of the virtual 1141 requirements of s. 1001.215(8). Such instructional materials, as
1113 education contribution shall be the difference between the 1142 evaluated and identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(4), may be
1114| amount per FTE established in the General Appropriations Act for 1143| purchased by the school district with funds under this section
1115| wvirtual education and the amount per FTE for each district and 1144 without undergoing the adoption procedures under s.
1116 the Florida Virtual School, which may be calculated by taking 1145 1006.40(4) (b) . This subsection does not preclude school
1117 the sum of the base FEFP allocation, the discretionary local 1146 districts from purchasing or using other materials to supplement
1118 effort, the state-funded discretionary contribution, the 1147 reading instruction and provide additional skills practice.
1119| discretionary millage compression supplement, the evidence-based 1148 Section 17. Paragraph (g) 1is added to subsection (3) of
1120 researeh-based reading instruction allocation, the teacher 1149 section 1012.585, Florida Statutes, to read:
1121 salary increase allocation, and the instructional materials 1150 1012.585 Process for renewal of professional certificates.—
1122 allocation, and then dividing by the total unweighted FTE. This 1151 (3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
1123| difference shall be multiplied by the virtual education 1152 following requirements must be met:
1124| wunweighted FTE for programs and options identified in s. 1153 (g) A teacher may earn inservice points only once during
1125 1002.455 and the Florida Virtual School and its franchises to 1154| each 5-year validity period for any mandatory training topic
1126| equal the virtual education contribution and shall be included 1155| that is not linked to student learning or professional growth.
1127| as a separate allocation in the funding formula. 1156 Section 18. Section 1012.586, Florida Statutes, is amended
1128 Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 1011.67, Florida 1157 to read:
1129| Statutes, is amended to read: 1158 1012.586 Additions or changes to certificates; duplicate
1130 1011.67 Funds for instructional materials.— 1159 certificates; reading endorsement pathways.—
1131 (2) Annually by July 1 and before the release of 1160 (1) A school district may process via a Department of
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1161| Education website certificates for the following applications of 1190| Dbased upon any identified instruction or intervention strategies
1162 public school employees: 1191 proven to improve student reading performance. This subparagraph
1163 (a)+43+)» Addition of a subject coverage or endorsement to a 1192| paragrapk does not authorize the state board to establish any
1164| wvalid Florida certificate on the basis of the completion of the 1193| new certification subject coverage.
1165| appropriate subject area testing requirements of s. 1194 (b)+42» A reissued certificate to reflect a name change.
1166 1012.56(5) (a) or the completion of the requirements of an 1195 (c)+43> A duplicate certificate to replace a lost or damaged
1167| approved school district program or the inservice components for 1196| certificate.
1168| an endorsement. 1197
1169 1l.4a)> To reduce duplication, the department may recommend 1198 The employing school district shall charge the employee a fee
1170 the consolidation of endorsement areas and requirements to the 1199 not to exceed the amount charged by the Department of Education
1171 State Board of Education. 1200| for such services. Each district school board shall retain a
1172 2.4}y By—July+—20487——and At least once every 5 years 1201| portion of the fee as defined in the rules of the State Board of
1173| <+hereafter, the department shall conduct a review of existing 1202 Education. The portion sent to the department shall be used for
1174 subject coverage or endorsement requirements in the elementary, 1203| maintenance of the technology system, the web application, and
1175 reading, and exceptional student educational areas. The review 1204 posting and mailing of the certificate.
1176| must include reciprocity requirements for out-of-state 1205 (2) (a) By the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year, the
1177 certificates and requirements for demonstrating competency in 1206 department shall adopt one or more statewide, competency-based
1178| the reading instruction professional development topics listed 1207| pathways by which instructional personnel may earn a reading
1179 in s. 1012.98(4) (b)11l. The review must also consider the award 1208 endorsement. A pathway adopted by the department must allow a
1180| of an endorsement to an individual who holds a certificate 1209| candidate to complete coursework online and demonstrate mastery
1181 issued by an internationally recognized organization that 1210| of each endorsement competency either in person or remotely. The
1182 establishes standards for providing evidence-based interventions 1211 department shall place on each participant’s educator
1183 to struggling readers or who completes a postsecondary program 1212 certificate a microcredential for each competency module the
1184| that is accredited by such organization. Any such certificate or 1213| candidate successfully completes.
1185| program must require an individual who completes the certificate 1214 (b) As part of adopting a pathway pursuant to paragraph
1186| or program to demonstrate competence in reading intervention 1215 (a), the department shall review the competencies for the
1187 strategies through clinical experience. At the conclusion of 1216| reading endorsement for alignment with evidence-based
1188 each review, the department shall recommend to the state board 1217 instructional and intervention practices rooted in the science
1189| changes to the subject coverage or endorsement requirements 1218| of reading, consistent with s. 1001.215(3), and recommend
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1219| changes to the State Board of Education. Recommended changes 1248| inservice activities to instructional personnel of nonpublic
1220| must address identification of the characteristics of conditions 1249| schools in the district and the state certified teachers who are
1221 such as dyslexia, implementation of evidence-based classroom 1250 not employed by the district school board on a fee basis not to
1222 instruction and interventions, and effective progress 1251| exceed the cost of the activity per all participants.
1223| monitoring. By July 1, 2023, each school district reading 1252 Section 20. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
1224 endorsement add-on program must be resubmitted for approval by 1253 section 1012.986, Florida Statutes, to read:
1225| the department consistent with this paragraph. 1254 1012.986 William Cecil Golden Professional Development
1226 (c) Beginning July 1, 2024, instructional personnel may not 1255| Program for School Leaders.—
1227| earn a reading endorsement solely by achieving a passing score 1256 (1) There is established the William Cecil Golden
1228 on the K-12 reading certification subject area assessment. 1257 Professional Development Program for School Leaders to provide
1229 Section 19. Subsection (5) of section 1012.98, Florida 1258 high standards and sustained support for principals as
1230| Statutes, 1is amended to read: 1259| instructional leaders. The program shall consist of a
1231 1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.— 1260 collaborative network of state and national professional
1232 (5) Each district school board shall provide funding for 1261 leadership organizations to respond to instructional leadership
1233| the professional development system as required by s. 1011.62 1262| needs throughout the state. The network shall support the human-
1234 and the General Appropriations Act, and shall direct 1263 resource development needs of principals, principal leadership
1235| expenditures from other funding sources to continuously 1264| teams, and candidates for principal leadership positions using
1236 strengthen the system in order to increase student achievement 1265 the framework of leadership standards adopted by the State Board
1237| and support instructional staff in enhancing rigor and relevance 1266| of Education, the Southern Regional Education Board, and the
1238| 1in the classroom. The department shall identify professional 1267| National Staff Development Council. The goal of the network
1239| development opportunities that require the teacher to 1268| leadership program is to:
1240 demonstrate proficiency in a specific classroom practice, with 1269 (e) Support, through training on observation and evaluation
1241| priority given to implementing evidence-based reading 1270| practices aligned to the science of reading, the professional
1242 instructional and intervention strategies identified pursuant to 1271| growth of instructional personnel who provide reading
1243| s. 1001.215(8). A school district may coordinate its 1272 instruction and interventions.
1244| professional development program with that of another district, 1273 Section 21. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
1245| with an educational consortium, or with a Florida College System
1246 institution or university, especially in preparing and educating
1247| personnel. Each district school board shall make available
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PreK-12 Education Appropriations

2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget

Policy Area/Budget Entity FTE GR EETF SSTF Other Trust Total Non-Rec

EARLY LEARNING

Early Learning Services 98.0 564,499,503 - - 845,760,952 1,410,260,455 141,433,060
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

State Grants/K12 FEFP - 11,497,765,479 547,003,094 215,435,000 - 12,260,203,573 -

State Grants/K12 Non-FEFP - 360,280,177 - - 7,152,336 367,432,513 17,365,592

Federal Grants/K12 Programs - - - - 2,291,536,048 2,291,536,048 -

Ed Media & Technology Services - 9,359,196 - - - 9,359,196 (384,481)
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 930.0 116,075,947 - - 154,825,384 270,901,331 -
TOTAL, PUBLIC SCHOOLS 1,028.0 12,547,980,302 547,003,094 215,435,000 3,299,274,720 16,609,693,116 158,414,171
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Early Learning Services

2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
[SALARIES AND BENEFITS 98.0 4,646,268 3,819,509 8,465,777 -
TOTAL - SALARIES AND BENEFITS 98.0 4,646,268 3,819,509 8,465,777 -
OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 112,000 205,414 317,414 -
TOTAL - OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 112,000 205,414 317,414 -
EXPENSES 455,745 923,211 1,378,956 -
TOTAL - EXPENSES 455,745 923,211 1,378,956 -
OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 5,000 15,000 20,000 -
TOTAL - OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 5,000 15,000 20,000 -
G/A -CONTRACTED SERVICES 1,150,211 17,187,885 18,338,096 -
Enhanced Field System Staff Augmentation Services 1,479,060 1,479,060 1,479,060
Review of Payment and Attendance Records 589,000 589,000 589,000
TOTAL - CONTRACTED SERVICES 1,150,211 19,255,945 20,406,156 2,068,060
PARTNERSHIP FOR SCHOOL READINESS 1,808,957 7,900,000 9,708,957 -
Brain Bag Early Literacy Program (Senate Form 1646) 115,000 115,000 115,000
Florida Reading Corps (Senate Form 1149) 500,000 500,000 500,000
Jack and Jill Children's Center - Economic Empowerment/Workforce Development 300,000 300,000 300,000
Initiative (Senate Form 1197)
Partnership for School Readiness - Home Instruction Program for Preschool 2,500,000 2,500,000 2,500,000
Youngsters (HIPPY) (Senate Form 1835)
Restore Early Learning Professional Development Program 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000
Restore Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (T.E.A.C.H.) 7,000,000 7,000,000 7,000,000
TOTAL - PARTNERSHIP FOR SCHOOL READINESS 5,223,957 17,900,000 23,123,957 13,415,000
SCHOOL READINESS 144,555,335 675,371,893 819,927,228 -
Reallocation of Provider Overpayments 25,000,000 25,000,000 25,000,000
Redirect Recurring Waitlist Fund to Nonrecurring - Add 60,000,000 60,000,000 60,000,000
Redirect Recurring Waitlist Fund to Nonrecurring - Deduct (60,000,000) (60,000,000) -
Restore Nonrecurring Funds for Fraud Restitution 950,000 950,000 950,000
Targeted Provider Rate Increases 100,000,000 100,000,000 40,000,000
TOTAL - SCHOOL READINESS 144,555,335 801,321,893 945,877,228 125,950,000
EARLY LEARNING STDS/ACCOUNTABILITY 1,629,791 - 1,629,791 -
TOTAL EARLY LEARNING STDS/ACCOUNTABILITY 1,629,791 - 1,629,791 -
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 8,360 24,786 33,146 -
TOTAL - RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 8,360 24,786 33,146 -
VOLUNTARY PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 412,158,049 412,158,049 -
Workload (6,764,292) (6,764,292) -
TOTAL - VOLUNTARY PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 405,393,757 - 405,393,757 -
TR/DMS/HR SERVICES STW CONTRACT 24,267 8,095 32,362 -
TOTAL - TR/IDMS/HR SERVICES STW CONTRACT 24,267 8,095 32,362 -
DATA PROCESSING SERVICES/EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS 1,082,860 2,005,150 3,088,010 -
TOTAL - DP SERVICES/EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS 1,082,860 2,005,150 3,088,010 -
DATA PROCESSING SERVICES/NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER 211,952 281,949 493,901 -
TOTAL - DP SERVICES/NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER 211,952 281,949 493,901 -
TOTAL - EARLY LEARNING SERVICES 98.0 564,499,503 845,760,952 1,410,260,455 141,433,060
TOTAL - SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS 5,909,878 -
TOTAL, SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS - - 5,909,878 -
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Division of Public Schools - FEFP

2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category GR EETF SSTF Total Non-Rec

FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE PROGRAM 9,345,948,461 292,007,321 75,838,902 9,713,794,684 -
Fund shift from GR to EETF based on Estimating Conference (40,440,010) 40,440,010 - -
Fund shift from GR to SSTF based on Estimating Conference (12,000,000) 12,000,000 - -
Nonrecurring EETF Fund Shift (110,779,407) 110,779,407 - -
Nonrecurring SSTF Fund Shift (41,435,000) 41,435,000 - -
Workload (433,363,617) (433,363,617) -
OTAL - FEFP 8,707,930,427 443,226,738 129,273,902 9,280,431,067 -
CLASS SIZE REDUCTION 2,955,857,931 103,776,356 86,161,098 3,145,795,385 -
Workload (166,022,879) (166,022,879) -
7 TOTAL - CLASS SIZE REDUCTION 2,789,835,052 103,776,356 86,161,098 2,979,772,506 -
11,497,765,479 547,003,094 215,435,000 12,260,203,573 -

9 TOTAL - FEFP
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Division of Public Schools - State Grants/Non - FEFP

[] 2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget | |

Appropriation Category GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
THE COACH AARON FEIS GUARDIAN PROGRAM 500,000 500,000 -
Additional Funds 6,000,000 6,000,000 -
TOTAL - THE COACH AARON FEIS GUARDIAN PROGRAM 6,500,000 - 6,500,000 -
ASSISTANCE TO LOW PERFORMING SCHOOLS 4,000,000 4,000,000 -
TOTAL - ASSISTANCE TO LOW PERFORMING SCHOOLS 4,000,000 - 4,000,000 -
TAKE STOCK IN CHILDREN 6,125,000 6,125,000
TOTAL - TAKE STOCK IN CHILDREN 6,125,000 - 6,125,000 -
MENTORING/STUDENT ASSISTANCE INITIATIVES 8,397,988 8,397,988
YMCA State Alliance/YMCA Reads (Senate Form 1127) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Big Brothers Big Sisters Bigs Inspiring Scholastic Success (BISS) Project 250,000 250,000 250,000
(Senate Form 1301)
TOTAL - MENTORING/STUDENT ASSISTANCE INITIATIVES 8,897,988 - 8,897,988 500,000
COLLEGE REACH OUT 1,000,000 1,000,000 -
TOTAL - COLLEGE REACH OUT 1,000,000 - 1,000,000 -
FLORIDA DIAGNOSTIC AND LEARNING RESOURCES CENTERS 2,700,000 2,700,000 -
TOTAL - FLORIDA DIAGNOSTIC AND LEARNING RESOURCES 2,700,000 - 2,700,000 -
SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION MATCHING GRANTS 5,000,000 5,000,000 -
TOTAL - SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION MATCHING 5,000,000 - 5,000,000 -
GRANTS
EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE 850,000 850,000 -
TOTAL - EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE 850,000 - 850,000 -
TEACHER AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR DEATH BENEFITS 36,321 36,321 -
TOTAL - TEACHER AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR DEATH 36,321 - 36,321 -
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 476,178 48,391 524,569 -
TOTAL - RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 476,178 48,391 524,569 -
AUTISM PROGRAM 9,400,000 9,400,000 -
TOTAL - AUTISM PROGRAM 9,400,000 - 9,400,000 -
REGIONAL EDUCATION CONSORTIUM SERVICES 1,750,000 1,750,000 -
TOTAL - REGIONAL EDUCATION CONSORTIUM SERVICES 1,750,000 - 1,750,000 -
TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 16,669,426 16,669,426 -
Computer Science and Teacher Bonuses Reduction (10,000,000) (10,000,000) (10,000,000)
Florida Association of District School Superintendents Training 500,000 500,000 -
TOTAL - TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 7,169,426 - 7,169,426 | (10,000,000)
STRATEGIC STATEWIDE INITIATIVES 3,640,000 3,640,000 -
Mental Health Assistance Allocation for Florida Virtual School (Senate 300,000 300,000 300,000
Form 1117)
School Bond Issuance Data Base (Senate Form 1096) 500,000 500,000 500,000
School District Intensive Reading Initiative Pilot 14,491,860 14,491,860 9,609,202
TOTAL - STRATEGIC STATEWIDE INITIATIVES 18,931,860 - 18,931,860 10,409,202
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Division of Public Schools - State Grants/Non - FEFP

[] 2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget | |

Appropriation Category GR Total Non-Rec
GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 189,901,004 189,901,004 -
TOTAL - GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 189,901,004 189,901,004 -
READING SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS 7,600,000 7,600,000 -
Program Reduction (7,600,000) (7,600,000) -
TOTAL - READING SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS - - -
SCHOOLS OF HOPE 40,000,000 40,000,000 -
Program Reduction (30,000,000) (30,000,000) -
TOTAL - SCHOOLS OF HOPE 10,000,000 10,000,000 -
COMMUNITY SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM 7,180,571 7,180,571
TOTAL - COMMUNITY SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM 7,180,571 7,180,571 -
SCHOOL AND INSTRUCTIONAL ENHANCEMENTS 10,029,917 10,029,917 -
Appropriations Project Reductions:
African American Task Force (35,000) (35,000) -
Girl Scouts of Florida (40,145) (40,145) -
Holocaust Task Force (35,000) (35,000) -
State Science Fair (25,211) (25,211) -
All Pro Dad's Fatherhood Involvement in Literacy and Family 700,000 700,000 700,000
Engagement (Senate Form 1280)
AMI Kids Career and Job Placement Program (Senate Form 1634) 500,000 500,000 500,000
Arts for a Complete Education (Senate Form 1032) 110,952 110,952 110,952
Breakthrough Miami (Senate Form 1067) 250,000 250,000 250,000
City of Delray Beach - Summer Reading Books (Senate Form 1597) 20,000 20,000 20,000
City of Delray Beach Learning Loss Recovery Tutorial Program (Senate 80,000 80,000 80,000
Form 1309)
Coding in Color (Senate Form 1206) 255,592 255,592 255,592
Community Based Post-COVID Acceleration Initiative (Senate Form 200,000 200,000 200,000
1251)
DUST - Developing Urban Sophisticated Technocrats (Senate Form 250,000 250,000 250,000
1875)
Exploration of Culture and Humanities Options (ECHO) - Orlando (Senate 350,000 350,000 350,000
Form 1777)
Feeding Tampa Bay - FRESHforce Program (Senate Form 1303) 400,000 400,000 400,000
Florida Debate Initiative (Senate Form 1278) 500,000 500,000 500,000
Florida Novice Teacher Professional Development (Senate Form 1378) 275,000 275,000 275,000
Holocaust Memorial Miami Beach (Senate Form 1174) 333,499 333,499 333,499
Hurricane Michael - Calhoun County Schools Portables (Senate Form 361,800 361,800 361,800
1457)
Learning for Life (Senate Form 2074) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Liberty County School District - Liberty County High School New 150,000 150,000 150,000
Vocational Program (Senate Form 1444)
Li'l Abner Foundation Programs (Senate Form 1889) 173,292 173,292 173,292
Linking Educational Assets for Readiness Now (LEARN) (Senate Form 200,000 200,000 200,000
1085)
Manatee Schools STEM Career Pathways Pilot (Senate Form 1083) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Mentoring Tomorrow's Leaders - Broward County Public Schools (Senate 400,000 400,000 400,000
Form 1331)
National Flight Academy (Senate Form 1641) 421,495 421,495 421,495
NEFL 21st Century Workforce Development for Diversity and Inclusion in 600,000 600,000 600,000
the Age of Automation (Senate Form 1287)
Oasis Charter Schools STEM Makerspace Initiative (Senate Form 1840) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Safer, Smarter Schools (Senate Form 1648) 2,000,000 2,000,000 2,000,000
St. John's Schools Classrooms to Careers/Flagships (Senate Form 2053) 50,000 50,000 50,000
Security Funding in Jewish Day Schools (Senate Form 1431) 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000
State Academic Tourney (Senate Form 2040) 150,000 150,000 150,000
Stay KidSafe! Elementary Safety Education and Human Trafficking 184,760 184,760 184,760
Prevention (Senate Form 1202)
Tech Sassy Girlz (Senate Form 1424) 100,000 100,000 100,000
Temple Israel Security Initiative (Senate Form 1826) 180,000 180,000 180,000
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Division of Public Schools - State Grants/Non - FEFP

[] 2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec

The First Tee CHAMP for At-Risk and Dev Disabled (Senate Form 1122) 350,000 350,000 350,000
The Florida Orchestra: Music Education for All (Senate Form 1576) 600,000 600,000 600,000
The Overtown Youth Center (Senate Form 1806) 400,000 400,000 400,000
We Love Books Literacy Outreach Program (Senate Form 1342) 50,000 50,000 50,000
Women of Tomorrow Mentoring & Scholarship Program (Senate Form 250,000 250,000 250,000
1612)

YMCA Youth in Government (Senate Form 1126) 200,000 200,000 200,000
YMCA of Central Florida - After School Programs & the Osceola YMCA 250,000 250,000 250,000
Learning Center (Senate Form 1163)

TOTAL - SCHOOL AND INSTRUCTIONAL ENHANCEMENTS 22,940,951 - 22,940,951 13,046,390
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 3,069,462 2,333,354 5,402,816 -
Learning Through Listening - Florida (Senate Form 1372) 150,000 150,000 150,000
Pepin Academies Foundation (Senate Form 2060) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Special Olympics Florida - Unified Champion Schools Program (Senate 250,000 250,000 250,000
Form 1680)

The Family Café (Senate Form 1014) 400,000 400,000 400,000
TOTAL - EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 4,119,462 2,333,354 6,452,816 1,050,000
FL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF & THE BLIND 50,694,603 4,730,102 55,424,705 -
Best and Brightest Program Elimination (147,500) (147,500) -
Restore Nonrecurring Funds for Teacher Salary Increase 189,143 189,143 -

TOTAL - FL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF & THE BLIND 50,736,246 4,730,102 55,466,348 -
TR/DMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRACT 205,170 40,489 245,659 -

TOTAL - TR/IDMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRACT 205,170 40,489 245,659 -
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND NONSTATE ENTITIES - FCO PUBLIC
SCHOOLS SPECIAL PROJECTS
Building Hope for People with Autism on the Treasure Coast (Senate 400,000 400,000 400,000
Form 1606)

Lafayette District Schools Safe and Secure Schools Electronic Access 400,000 400,000 400,000
Control Key System (Senate Form 1749)

Walton County School District Magnet Innovation Center (Senate Form 500,000 500,000 500,000
1535)

TOTAL - FCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS SPECIAL PROJECTS 1,300,000 - 1,300,000 1,300,000
LOCAL GOVTS & NONSTATE ENTITIES - FACILITY REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION
Kids in Positive Places (Senate Form 2016) 240,000 240,000 240,000
Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg Renovation (Senate Form 1223) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Safe & Secure Campus - Jewish Federation Sarasota Manatee (Senate 250,000 250,000 250,000
Form 1299)

Temple Israel Security Initiative (Senate Form 1826) 320,000 320,000 320,000

TOTAL - FACILITY REPAIRS MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION 1,060,000 - 1,060,000 1,060,000

TOTAL, STATE GRANTS/NON-FEFP 360,280,177 7,152,336 367,432,513 17,365,592
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Division of Public Schools Federal Grants - K-12 Programs

[] 2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget [ |

Appropriation Category GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
1 |PROJECTS, CONTRACTS, & GRANTS 3,999,420 3,999,420 -
2 B _
3 TOTAL - PROJECTS, CONTRACTS, & GRANTS - 3,999,420 3,999,420 -
4
5 |FEDERAL GRANTS & AIDS 1,865,219,631 1,865,219,631 -
5a |Additional Trust Authority 416,907,026 416,907,026 -
6
7 TOTAL - FEDERAL GRANTS & AIDS - 2,282,126,657 2,282,126,657 -
8
9 |DOMESTIC SECURITY 5,409,971 5,409,971 -
10 - -
11 TOTAL - DOMESTIC SECURITY - 5,409,971 5,409,971 -
12 |

13 TOTAL, FEDERAL GRANTS K-12 PROGRAMS

2,291,536,048

2,291,536,048
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Division of Public Schools - Educational Media & Technology Services
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[] 2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget
Appropriation Category GR EETF SSTF Other Trust Total Non-Rec
1 |CAPITOL TECHNICAL CENTER 224,624 224,624 -
3 TOTAL - CAPITOL TECHNICAL CENTER 224,624 | - - - 224,624 -
5 |PUBLIC BROADCASTING 9,714,053 9,714,053 -
5a |Public Television Stations Reduction (384,481) (384,481)[ (384,481)
5b |Public Radio Stations Appropriations Project Reduction (195,000) (195,000) -
7 TOTAL - PUBLIC BROADCASTING 9,134,572 | - - - 9,134,572 | (384,481)
9 TOTAL - ED MEDIA & TECH SERVICES 9,359,196 | - - - 9,359,196 | (384,481)
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State Board of Education

2021-22 PreK-12 Education Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
SALARIES & BENEFITS 930.00 22,749,389 48,938,444 71,687,833 -
TOTAL - SALARIES & BENEFITS 930.00 22,749,389 48,938,444 71,687,6;33
OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 242,954 1,119,259 1,362,213 -
TOTAL - OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 242,954 1,119,259 1,362,2-13
EXPENSES 4,295,240 8,252,560 12,547,800 -
Just Read! Florida Reduction (1,000,000) (1,000,000) -
TOTAL - EXPENSES 3,295,240 8,252,560 11.547,8-00
OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 45,970 543,030 589,000 -
TOTAL - OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 45,970 543,030 589.(;00
ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION 68,796,316 56,253,144 | 125,049,460 -
TOTAL - ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION 68,796,316 56,253,144 125,049.4;60
TRANSFER TO DIV OF ADMIN HEARINGS 171,900 171,900 -
DOAH Adjustment 88,976 88,976 -
TOTAL - TRANSFER TO DIV OF ADMIN HEARINGS 260,876 - 260,&;76
CONTRACTED SERVICES 13,090,599 24,657,313 37,747,912 -
Number One Standards Teacher Professional Development (80,000) (80,000) -
TOTAL - CONTRACTED SERVICES 13,010,599 24,657,313 37,667.5;12
ED FACILITIES RES & DEV PROJECTS 200,000 200,000 -
TOTAL - ED FACILITIES RES & DEV PROJECTS - 200,000 ZOO.C_)OO
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 107,245 306,374 413,619 -
TOTAL, RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 107,245 306,374 413.6_19
TR/DMS/HR SERVICES STW CONTRACT 118,567 201,842 320,409 -
TOTAL - TR/IDMS/HR SERVICES STW CONTRACT 118,567 201,842 320.4;09
STATE DATA CENTER - DMS 108,113 139,544 247,657 -
TOTAL, DATA PROCESSING SERVICES/STATE DATA CENTER (DMS) 108,113 139,544 247,6-57
DATA PROCESSING SERVICES / EDU TECH / INFO SVCS 5,502,346 8,981,249 14,483,595 -
TOTAL, DATA PROCESSING SERVICES / EDU TECH / INFO SVCS 5,502,346 8,981,249 14,483,5_95
DATA PROCESSING SERVICES/NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER 1,838,332 5,232,625 7,070,957 -
TOTAL, DP SERVICES/NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER 1,838,332 5,232,625 7,070.9_57
TOTAL, STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 930.00 | 116,075,947 | 154,825,384 [ 270,901,331 -
SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENT 50,945,244 -
TOTAL, SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS - - 50,945,244 -
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Higher Education Appropriations

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Policy Area/Budget Entity FTE GR EETF Other Trust Tuition/Fees Total Non-Rec

District Workforce Education - 286,814,378 100,426,476 118,089,503 505,330,357 (1,716,037)
Florida Colleges - 1,100,579,492 185,438,224 1,286,017,716 (29,729,371)
State University System - 2,538,844,296 473,700,329 5,239,739 | 1,957,486,926 4,975,271,290 (217,712,633)
Vocational Rehabilitation 884.00 50,970,237 187,292,322 238,262,559 909,714
Blind Services 289.75 16,674,286 40,749,734 57,424,020 390,000
Private Colleges & Universities - 186,491,069 186,491,069 208,884
Student Financial Aid - State - 295,876,136 730,955,999 1,467,506 1,028,299,641 3,395,619
Student Financial Aid - Federal - 105,000 105,000

Board of Governors 65.00 8,370,959 1,098,309 9,469,268

Total Higher Education 1,238.75 4,484,620,853 | 1,490,521,028 354,042,113 | 1,957,486,926 8,286,670,920 (244,253,824)
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District Workforce Education

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR EETF Other Trust Total Non-Rec
|PERFORMANCE BASED INCENTIVES 6,500,000 6,500,000 -
TOTAL, PERFORMANCE BASED INCENTIVES 6,500,000 - - 6,500,000 -
G/A-ABE FED FLOW-THROUGH 45,365,457 45,365,457 -
TOTAL, G/A-ABE FED FLOW-THROUGH - - 45,365,457 45,365,457 -
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 280,461,462 91,116,464 371,577,926 -
Restore Nonrecurring Funds 778,965 778,965 -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - Trust 9,310,012 9,310,012 -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - General Revenue (9,310,012) (9,310,012) -
Program Reduction (3,091,037) (3,091,037) (3,091,037)
TOTAL, WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 268,839,378 100,426,476 - 369,265,854 (3,091,037)
G/A-PATHWAYS TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM 10,000,000 10,000,000 -
TOTAL, G/A-PATHWAYS TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM 10,000,000 - - 10,000,000 -
G/A-VOCATIONAL FORMULA FUNDS 72,724,046 72,724,046 -
TOTAL, G/A-VOCATIONAL FORMULA FUNDS - - 72,724,046 72,724,046 -
G/A - SCHL/INSTRUCTIONAL ENHANCEMENTS 100,000 100,000 -
Improving the Lives of Central Floridians through Literacy & Education (Senate Form 1773) 25,000 25,000 25,000
Online Adult High School Program for State Library System (Senate Form 1848) 700,000 700,000 700,000
The Lotus House Women's Shelter Education and Employment Program (Senate Form 100,000 100,000 100,000
1030)
West Technical Education Center - Adult Education & Workforce Development Training 250,000 250,000 250,000
Program (Senate Form 1395)
TOTAL, G/A-SCHL/INSTRUCTIONAL ENHANCEMENTS 1,175,000 - - 1,175,000 1,075,000
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND NONSTATE ENTITIES - FCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SPECIAL PROJECTS
Tom P. Haney Technical Center - "Make it Happen" Nursing, CSIT, and Massage Therapy 300,000 300,000 300,000
Program Modernization/Expansion (Senate Form 1110)
TOTAL - FCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS SPECIAL PROJECTS 300,000 - - 300,000 300,000
TOTAL, DISTRICT WORKFORCE EDUCATION 286,814,378 100,426,476 118,089,503 505,330,357 | (1,716,037)
TUITION REVENUE
ESTIMATED 2020-21 TUITION AND FEE REVENUES 43,263,296
TOTAL, TUITION REVENUE 43,263,296
TOTAL BUDGET INCLUDING TUITION 548,593,653
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Florida Colleges

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR EETF Total Non-Rec
PERFORMANCE BASED INCENTIVES 14,000,000 14,000,000
Suspension of CAPE Incentive Funding (14,000,000) (14,000,000) (14,000,000)

TOTAL, PERFORMANCE BASED INCENTIVES - - - (14,000,000)
STUDENT SUCCESS INCENTIVE FUNDS 30,000,000 30,000,000
Realignment of Student Success Incentive Funds - Deduct (30,000,000) (30,000,000) -
Additional funds for the 2+2 Student Success Incentive Fund 15,000,000 15,000,000 -
Additional funds for the Work Florida Incentive Fund 10,000,000 10,000,000 -

TOTAL, STUDENT SUCCESS INCENTIVES 25,000,000 - 25,000,000 -
FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM DUAL ENROLLMENT 550,000 550,000
Transfer to Student Financial Assistance - Florida College System Dual Enrollment (550,000) (550,000) -
(DEDUCT)

TOTAL, FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM DUAL ENROLLMENT - - - -
G/A-FL COLLEGE SYSTEM PROGRAM FUND 1,068,200,364 168,247,219 1,236,447,583 -
Realignment of Funding for the Tier Based Funding Model - Add 22,944,025 22,944,025 -
Realignment of Funding for the Tier Based Funding Model - Deduct (22,944,025) (22,944,025) -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - General Revenue (17,191,005) (17,191,005) -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - Trust 17,191,005 17,191,005 -
Realignment of Student Success Incentive Funds - Add 30,000,000 30,000,000 -
Program Reduction (21,929,371) (21,929,371) (21,929,371)
Appropriations Project Reductions - Chipola College Civil Industrial Engineering (70,000) (70,000) -
Program
Appropriations Project Reductions - Daytona State College - Advanced Technology (75,000) (75,000) -
Center
Appropriations Project Reductions - St. Petersburg College Orthotics and Prosthetics (615,000) (615,000) -
Program
Pasco-Hernando State College - Instructional and Performing Arts Center (Senate 250,000 250,000 250,000
Form 1756)

Pensacola State College - Operational Support 4,000,000 4,000,000 3,000,000
Saint Petersburg College - College Midtown Campus Digital Inclusion and 250,000 250,000 250,000
Enhancements (Senate Form 1419)

Saint Petersburg College - Law Enforcement Simulation City (Senate Form 1157) 250,000 250,000 250,000
Seminole State College of Florida - Construction Trades Program (Senate Form 1005) 250,000 250,000 250,000
South Florida State College - Clinical Immersion Center at SFSC (Senate Form 1653) 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000
State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota - State College of Florida - Nursing Center 250,000 250,000 250,000
of Excellence (Senate Form 1097)

Tallahassee Community College - Nursing Program Expansion (Senate Form 1834) 500,000 500,000 500,000
Tallahassee Community College - Leon Works Expo and Junior Apprenticeship 50,000 50,000 50,000
(Senate Form 1538)

Valencia College - July in November The Story of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots 400,000 400,000 400,000
(Senate Form 1632)

TOTAL, G/A-FL COLLEGE SYSTEM PRGRAM FUND 1,065,519,988 185,438,224 1,250,958,212 (15,729,371)
G/A-FLORIDA INTEGRATED LIBRARY SYSTEM AND DISTANCE LEARNING - - -
STUDENT SERVICES
Libraries and Distance Learning Systems and Support 9,076,322 9,076,322 -
TOTAL, G/A-FLORIDA INTEGRATED LIBRARY SYSTEM AND DISTANCE 9,076,322 - 9,076,322 -
LEARNING STUDENT SERVICES
COMMISSION ON COMMUNITY SERVICE 983,182 983,182 -

TOTAL, COMMISSION ON COMMUNITY SERVICE 983,182 - 983,182 -

TOTAL, FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM 1,100,579,492 185,438,224 1,286,017,716 (29,729,371)

TUITION REVENUE

ESTIMATED FY 2020-21 TUITION AND FEE REVENUES

757,022,536

TOTAL, TUITION REVENUE

757,022,536

TOTAL BUDGET INCLUDING TUITION

2,043,040,252
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State University System

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR EETF Other Trust Tuition/Fees Total Non-Rec
|G/A-MOFFITT CANCER CENTER 10,576,930 10,576,930 -

TOTAL, G/A-MOFFITT CANCER CENTER 10,576,930 - - - 10,576,930 -
G/A-EDUCATION & GENERAL ACTIVITIES 2,311,002,322 391,242,752 5,234,908 1,791,677,200 4,499,157,182 -
Technical Transfer - from UCF Med to UCF E&G 78,188 78,188 -
Technical Transfer - from UF E&G to UF/IFAS (3,129,947) (3,129,947) -
Technical Transfer - from USF E&G to USF Med (88,798) (88,798) -
Technical Transfer - from USF-SP to USF-SM (500,000) (500,000) -
Technical Transfer - from USF-SP to USF-SM 500,000 500,000 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (27,516,896) (27,516,896) -
Program Reduction (216,918,809) (216,918,809)| (216,918,809)
Reduction of Recurring 2020-21 State Investment in Performance Based Incentives (265,000,000) (265,000,000) -
2021-22 State Investment in Performance Based Incentives 265,000,000 265,000,000 -
Reduction of 2020-21 Base for Institutional Investment in Performance Based Incentives (295,000,000) (295,000,000) -
2021-22 Institutional Investment in Performance Based Incentives 295,000,000 295,000,000 -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - Trust 43,914,273 43,914,273 -
Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - General Revenue (43,914,273) (43,914,273) -
Florida International University - The Washington Center Scholarships (Senate Form 250,000 250,000 250,000
1048)

University of Central Florida - Keeping Florida's Tourism Economy Safe from Emerging 500,000 500,000 500,000
Infectious Diseases (Senate Form 1344)

University of Central Florida - Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Clinic of Florida Veterans 400,000 400,000 400,000
and First Responders (Senate Form 1774)

Florida State University - FSU Boys and Girls State (Senate Form 1365) 200,000 200,000 200,000
University of South Florida St. Petersburg - University of South Florida - St. Petersburg - 306,176 306,176 306,176
Citizen Scholar Partnership (Senate Form 1613)

TOTAL, G/A-EDUCATION & GENERAL ACTIVITIES 2,021,167,963 435,157,025 5,234,908 1,791,677,200 4,253,237,096 (215,262,633)
G/A-Florida Integrated Library System and Distance Learning Student Services - - -
Libraries and Distance Learning Systems and Support 11,836,500 11,836,500 -
TOTAL, G/A-Florida Integrated Library System and Distance Learning Student 11,836,500 - - - 11,836,500 -
Services
G/A-FAMU/FSU COLLEGE ENGINEERING 14,636,475 14,636,475 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (111,768) (111,768) -
TOTAL, G/A-FAMU/FSU COLLEGE ENGINEERING 14,524,707 - - - 14,524,707 -
G/A-IFAS 152,960,183 17,079,571 170,039,754 -
Technical Transfer - from UF E&G to UF/IFAS 3,129,947 3,129,947 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (381,912) (381,912) -
Workload 3,670,594 3,670,594 -

TOTAL, G/A-IFAS 159,378,812 17,079,571 - - 176,458,383 -
G/A - USF MEDICAL CENTER 69,294,153 12,740,542 65,542,305 147,577,000 -
Technical Transfer - from USF E&G to USF Med 88,798 88,798 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (862,795) (862,795) -
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Center for Neuromusculoskeletal Research (45,000) (45,000) -

TOTAL, G/A - USF MEDICAL CENTER 68,475,156 12,740,542 - 65,542,305 146,758,003 -
G/A - UF HEALTH CENTER 105,796,162 7,898,617 37,517,537 151,212,316 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (3,049,243) (3,049,243) -
University of Florida, Jacksonville - Child Abuse Pediatrics Fellowship (Senate Form 1703) 300,000 300,000 300,000
University of Florida Health Center - UF Health Alzheimer's and Dementia Research 250,000 250,000 250,000
(Senate Form 1842)

TOTAL, G/A - UF HEALTH CENTER 103,296,919 7,898,617 - 37,517,537 148,713,073 550,000
G/A - FSU MEDICAL SCHOOL 35,359,083 824,574 14,898,434 51,082,091 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (1,662,424) (1,662,424) -

TOTAL, G/A - FSU MEDICAL SCHOOL 33,696,659 824,574 - 14,898,434 49,419,667 -
G/A UCF MEDICAL SCHOOL 31,182,435 18,346,940 49,529,375 -
Technical Transfer - from UCF Med to UCF E&G (78,188) (78,188) -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (3,173,177) (3,173,177) -
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Crohn's and Colitis Research (50,550) (50,550) -
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State University System

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR EETF Other Trust Tuition/Fees Total Non-Rec
TOTAL, G/A - UCF MEDICAL SCHOOL 27,880,520 - - 18,346,940 46,227,460 -
G/A FIU MEDICAL SCHOOL 33,153,594 18,787,129 51,940,723 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (1,345,214) (1,345,214) -
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Neuroscience Centers of Florida Foundation (225,000) (225,000) -
TOTAL, FIU MEDICAL SCHOOL 31,583,380 - - 18,787,129 50,370,509 -
G/A FAU MEDICAL SCHOOL 16,747,039 10,717,381 27,464,420 -
Administrative Efficiencies Reduction (355,114) (355,114) -
TOTAL, FAU MEDICAL SCHOOL 16,391,925 - - 10,717,381 27,109,306 -
G/A-STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 7,140,378 7,140,378 -
TOTAL, G/A-STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 7,140,378 - - - 7,140,378 -
G/A-FLORIDA POSTSECONDARY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSITION PROGRAM 8,984,565 8,984,565 -
Reduction of program fund balance (3,000,000) (3,000,000) (3,000,000)
TOTAL, G/A-FLA POSTSECONDARY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSITION PRG 5,984,565 - - - 5,984,565 (3,000,000)
G/A-INSTITUTE OF HUMAN & MACHINE COGNITION 2,739,184 2,739,184 -
Workload 300,000 300,000 -
TOTAL, G/A-INST HUMAN & MACH COGN 3,039,184 - - - 3,039,184 -
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 23,870,698 4,831 23,875,529 -
TOTAL, RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 23,870,698 - 4,831 - 23,875,529 -
TOTAL, STATE UNIVERSITIES with tuition 2,538,844,296 473,700,329 5,239,739 1,957,486,926 4,975,271,290 (217,712,633)

TUITION REVENUE

FY 2020-21 TUITION

1,957,486,926

1,957,486,926

FY 2020-21 TUITION - ENROLLMENT AND ANNUALIZATION

TOTAL, TUITION REVENUE

1,957,486,926
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Vocational Rehabilitation

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget
Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
1 SALARIES AND BENEFITS 884.00 11,063,678 41,709,893 52,773,571 - 1
2 - - 2
3 TOTAL, SALARIES AND BENEFITS 884.00 11,063,678 41,709,893 52,773,571 - 3
4 4
5 OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 1,509,817 1,509,817 - 5
6 - - 6
7 TOTAL, OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES - 1,509,817 1,509,817 - 7
8 8
9 EXPENSES 6,686 12,708,851 12,715,537 - 9
10 - - 10
11 TOTAL, EXPENSES 6,686 12,708,851 12,715,537 - 11
12 12
13 [G/A-ADULT DISABILITY FUNDS 5,146,853 5,146,853 - 13
13a [Boca Raton Habilitation Center for the Handicapped - Adults with Disabilities 200,000 200,000 200,000 13a
(Senate Form 1011)
13b |Brevard Adults with Disabilities (Senate Form 1131) 199,714 199,714 199,714 13b
13c |Floridians with Disabilities Get Back to Work (Senate Form 1020) 260,000 260,000 260,000 13c
13d |Jacksonville School for Autism STEP - Supportive Transition & Employment 250,000 250,000 250,000 13d
Placement (Senate Form 1285)
14 - - 14
15 TOTAL, G/A-ADULT DISABILITY FUNDS 6,056,567 - 6,056,567 909,714 15
16 16
17 |[OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 80,986 80,986 - 17
18 - - 18
19 TOTAL, OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY - 80,986 80,986 - 19
20 20
21 |CONTRACTED SERVICES 1,167,838 18,108,886 19,276,724 - 21
22 - - 22
23 TOTAL, CONTRACTED SERVICES 1,167,838 18,108,886 19,276,724 - 23
24 24
25 |G/A-INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES 1,232,004 5,087,789 6,319,793 - 25
26 - - 26
27 TOTAL, G/A-INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES 1,232,004 5,087,789 6,319,793 - 27
28 28
29 |PURCHASED CLIENT SERVICES 31,226,986 106,287,217 137,514,203 - 29
30 - - 30
31 TOTAL, PURCHASED CLIENT SERVICES 31,226,986 106,287,217 137,514,203 - 31
32 32
33 |RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 440,448 440,448 - 33
34 - - 34
35 TOTAL, RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE - 440,448 440,448 - 35
36 36
37 |TENANT BROKER COMMISSIONS 97,655 97,655 - 37
38 - - 38
39 TOTAL, TENANT BROKER COMMISSIONS - 97,655 97,655 - 39
40 40
41 |TR/DMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 62,162 229,752 291,914 - 41
42 - - 42
43 TOTAL, TR/DMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 62,162 229,752 291,914 - 43
44 44
45 |OTHER DATA PROCESSING SVCS 154,316 515,762 670,078 - 45
46 - - 46
47 TOTAL, OTHER DATA PROCESSING SVCS 154,316 515,762 670,078 - a7
48 48
49 |EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS 236,976 236,976 - 49
50 - - 50
51 TOTAL, EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS - 236,976 236,976 - 51
52 52
53 |[NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER 278,290 278,290 - 53
54 - - 54
55 TOTAL, NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CNTR - 278,290 278,290 - 55
56 | 56
57 TOTAL, VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 884.00 50,970,237 187,292,322 238,262,559 909,714 57
58 58
59 |SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS 37,034,973 59
60 60
61 TOTAL SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS . - - 37,034,973 - .| 61
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Blind Services

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
SALARIES AND BENEFITS 289.75 4,832,322 11,115,992 15,948,314 -
TOTAL, SALARIES AND BENEFITS 289.75 4,832,322 11,115,992 15,948,?:14
OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 151,997 316,142 468,139 -
TOTAL, OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 151,997 316,142 468,1-.39 :
EXPENSES 415,191 2,558,476 2,973,667 -
TOTAL, EXPENSES 415,191 2,558,476 2,973,6-67
G/A-COMM REHAB FACILITIES 847,347 4,100,913 4,948,260 -
TOTAL, G/A-COMM REHAB FACILITIES 847,347 4,100,913 4,948,2-60 :
OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 54,294 235,198 289,492 -
TOTAL,OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 54,294 235,198 289,4;92 :
FOOD PRODUCTS 200,000 200,000 -
TOTAL, FOOD PRODUCTS - 200,000 200,0-00
ACQUISITION/MOTOR VEHICLES 100,000 100,000 -
TOTAL, ACQUISITION/MOTOR VEHICLES - 100,000 lO0,0-OO :
G/A-CLIENT SERVICES 9,762,902 12,734,242 22,497,144 -
Florida Association of Agencies Serving the Blind (Senate Form 1084) 300,000 300,000 | 300,000
Lighthouse for the Blind - Collier (Senate Form 1024) 90,000 90,000 90,000
TOTAL, G/A-CLIENT SERVICES 10,152,902 12,734,242 22,887,1-.44 390,(;00
CONTRACTED SERVICES 56,140 875,000 931,140 -
TOTAL, CONTRACTED SERVICES 56,140 875,000 931,1-.40 :
INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES 35,000 35,000 -
TOTAL, INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES - 35,000 35,0-00 :
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 70,768 254,504 325,272 -
TOTAL, RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 70,768 254,504 325,2-72 :
LIBRARY SERVICES 89,735 100,000 189,735 -
TOTAL, LIBRARY SERVICES 89,735 100,000 189,7-35 :
VEND STANDS-EQUIP & SUPP 6,772,345 6,772,345 -
TOTAL, VEND STANDS-EQUIP & SUPP - 6,772,345 6,772,345 :
TENANT BROKER COMMISSIONS 18,158 18,158 -
TOTAL, TENANT BROKER COMMISSIONS - 18,158 18,1-.58 :
TR/DMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 3,590 92,199 95,789 -
TOTAL, TR/IDMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 3,590 92,199 95,7-89 :
STATE DATA CENTER - AGENCY FOR STATE TECHNOLOGY (DMS) - -
TOTAL, STATE DATA CENTER (DMS) - : :
OTHER DATA PROCESSING SVCS 686,842 686,842 -
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Blind Services

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget
Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
TOTAL, OTHER DATA PROCESSING SVCS - 686,842 686,842 -
EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS 234,325 234,325 -
TOTAL, EDU TECH/INFORMATION SRVCS - 234,325 234,325 -
NORTHWEST REGIONAL DC 320,398 320,398 -
TOTAL, NORTHWEST REGIONAL DC - 320,398 320,398 -
TOTAL, BLIND SERVICES 289.75 | 16,674,286 40,749,734 | 57,424,020 | 390,000
SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS 10,816,197
TOTAL SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS 10,816,197
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Private Colleges & Universities

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR Total Non-Rec
G/A-MEDICAL TRAINING AND SIMULATION LABORATORY 3,500,000 3,500,000 -
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Miami Medical Training and (525,000) (525,000) -
Simulation Laboratory

TOTAL, MEDICAL TRAINING AND SIMULATION LABORATORY - 2,975,000 2,975,000 -
ABLE GRANTS 5,025,729 5,025,729 -
Realignment of Funding for Access to Better Learning and Education Grants - (5,025,729) (5,025,729) -
Deduct

TOTAL, ABLE GRANTS - - - -
G/A-HIST BLK PRIV COLLEGES 31,421,685 31,421,685 -
Program Reduction (1,191,116) (1,191,116) (1,191,116)

TOTAL, G/A-HIST BLK PRIV COLLEGES - 30,230,569 30,230,569 (1,191,116)
G/A-ACADEMIC PRG CONTRACTS - - -

TOTAL, ACADEMIC PROGRAM CONTRACTS - - - -
G/A-PRIVATE COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 5,000,000 5,000,000 -
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Embry Riddle Aerospace (1,050,000) (1,050,000) -
Academy
Recurring Appropriations Project Reduction - Jacksonville University - EPIC (300,000) (300,000) -
International Institute of Orthotics and Prosthetics Sustainable Expansion 500,000 500,000 500,000
(Senate Form 1265)

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Center for Aerospace Resilience - 400,000 400,000 400,000
space Optical Detection and Communication Capability (Senate Form 1742)

Saint Leo University - Saint Leo University Robotics Engineering Degree and 250,000 250,000 250,000
Microcredentials Program (Senate Form 2078)

Florida Institute of Technology - Florida Tech - Biomedical Aerospace 250,000 250,000 250,000
Manufacturing (BAM) (Senate Form 1574)

TOTAL, G/A-PRIVATE COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES - 5,050,000 5,050,000 1,400,000
G/A LOCAL GOVTS AND NONSTATE ENTITIES-FCO - - -
FACILITY REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE/CONSTRUCTION

TOTAL, G/A-FCO REPAIRS/MAINT/CONST - - - -
EFFECTIVE ACCESS TO STUDENT EDUCATION (EASE) 116,659,983 116,659,983 -
Realignment of Funding for Effective Access to Student Education Grants - (116,659,983) (116,659,983) -
Deduct

TOTAL, EFFECTIVE ACCESS TO STUDENT EDUCATION - - - -
TUITION ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAMS - -
Realignment of Funding for Access to Better Learning and Education Grants - 5,025,729 5,025,729 -
Add
Realignment of Funding for Effective Access to Student Education Grants - 116,659,983 116,659,983 -
Add
ABLE Workload (394,899) (394,899) -
ABLE Award Increase 1,074,170 1,074,170 -
EASE Workload (965,940) (965,940) -
EASE Award Increase 26,836,457 26,836,457 -

TOTAL, TUITION ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAMS - 148,235,500 148,235,500 -

TOTAL, PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 186,491,069 186,491,069 208,884
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Student Financial Aid - State

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget

Appropriation Category FTE GR EETF Other Trust Total Non-Rec
1 |G/A-EL BRIGHT FUTURES/PROG - 651,776,770 651,776,770 -
la |Workload (459,310) (459,310) -
2 - -
3 TOTAL, G/A-FL BRIGHT FUTURES/PROG - 651,317,460 - 651,317,460 -
4
5 |G/A-BENACQUISTO SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 26,577,665 26,577,665 -
5a |Workload 7,335,391 7,335,391 -
6 - -
7 TOTAL, G/A-BENACQUISTO SCH PROG 33,913,056 - - 33,913,056 -
8
9 |EGIC-MATCHING GRANT PROG 10,617,326 10,617,326 -
10 - -
11 TOTAL, FGIC-MATCHING GRANT PROG 10,617,326 - - 10,617,326 -
12
13 |PREPAID TUITION SCHOLARSHP 7,000,000 7,000,000 -
14 - -
15 TOTAL, PREPAID TUITION SCHOLARSHP 7,000,000 - - 7,000,000 -
16
17 [FLORIDA ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE EXPERIENCE (ABLE), Inc. 1,770,000 1,770,000 -
18
19 TOTAL, FLA ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE EXPERIENCE (ABLE), Inc. 1,770,000 - - 1,770,000 -
20
21 |G/A-MINORITY TCHR SCHLRSHP. 917,798 917,798 -
22 - -
23 TOTAL, G/A-MINORITY TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP 917,798 - - 917,798 -
24
25 |G/A-NURSING STUDENT LOAN REIMBURSEMENT/SCHOLARSHIP 1,233,006 1,233,006 -
26 - -
27 TOTAL, G/A-NURSING STUDENT REIMB/SCHOLARSHIP - - 1,233,006 1,233,006 -
28
29 |M MCLEOD BETHUNE SCHOLAR 160,500 160,500 321,000 -
30 - -
31 TOTAL, M MCLEOD BETHUNE SCHOLAR 160,500 - 160,500 321,000 -
32
33 |STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 208,666,219 72,255,668 - 280,921,887 -
33a |Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - General Revenue (7,382,871) (7,382,871) -
33b |Balance Lottery Funds to Available Revenue - Trust 7,382,871 7,382,871 -
33c |CSDDV Workload 2,575,068 2,575,068 -
33d |Farmworker workload (47,405) (47,405) -
33e |Ocoee Scholarship Program 305,000 305,000
34 - -
35 TOTAL, STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 204,116,011 79,638,539 - 283,754,550 -
36
37 |JOSE MARTI SCH CHALL GRANT 50,000 74,000 124,000 -
38 - -
39 TOTAL, JOSE MARTI SCH CHALL GRANT 50,000 - 74,000 124,000 -
40
41 |DUAL ENROLLMENT SCHOLARSHIP -
41a |Transfer to Student Financial Assistance - Florida College System Dual 550,000 550,000 -
Enroliment (ADD)
41b |Workload 33,281,445 33,281,445 3,395,619
42 - -
43 TOTAL, DUAL ENROLLMENT SCHOLARSHIP 33,831,445 - - 33,831,445 3,395,619
44
45 |TRANSFER/FL EDUCATION FUND 3,500,000 3,500,000 -
46 - -
47 TOTAL, TRANSFER/FL EDUCATION FUND 3,500,000 - - 3,500,000 -
48 |
49 TOTAL, STUDENT FINANCIAL AID STATE 295,876,136 | 730,955,999 1,467,506 1,028,299,641 3,395,619

a1 =
@m\lmmmbwl\)ml—‘

41b
42
43
44
45

47
48
49
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Student Financial Aid - Federal
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Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended
Budget
Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec

1 STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 100,000 100,000 -
2 - -
3 TOTAL, STUDENT FINANCIAL AID - 100,000 100,000 -
4

5 TRANSFER/DEFAULT FEES 5,000 5,000 -
6 - -
7 TOTAL, TRANSFER/DEFAULT FEES - 5,000 5,000 -
8

9

10 TOTAL, STUDENT FINANCIAL AID - FEDERAL - - 105,000 105,000 -

=
o
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Board of Governors

Higher Education FY 2021-22 Chair's Recommended Budget
Appropriation Category FTE GR Other Trust Total Non-Rec
SALARIES AND BENEFITS 65.00 6,406,759 837,496 7,244,255 -
TOTAL, SALARIES AND BENEFITS 65.00 6,406,759 837,496 7,244,2-55 :
OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 51,310 20,785 72,(;95 :
TOTAL, OTHER PERSONAL SERVICES 51,310 20,785 72,(;95 :
EXPENSES 736,982 156,799 893,7-81
TOTAL, EXPENSES 736,982 156,799 893,7-81
OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 11,782 5,950 17,7-32 :
TOTAL, OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY 11,782 5,950 17,7-32 :
CONTRACTED SERVICES 784,903 73,000 857,9-03 :
TOTAL, CONTRACTED SERVICES 784,903 73,000 857,9-03 :
RISK MANAGEMENT INSURANCE 12,214 12,2_14 :
TOTAL, RISK MANAGEMENT INS 12,214 - 12,2_14 :
TR/DMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 17,150 4,279 21,4:29
TOTAL, TR/IDMS/HR SVCS/STW CONTRCT 17,150 4,279 21,4:29
BOG PROJECTS
TOTAL, BOG PROJECTS N - : :
NORTHWEST REGIONAL DC 349,859 349.8_59
TOTAL, NORTHWEST REGIONAL DC 349,859 - 349.8-59
TOTAL, BOARD OF GOVERNORS 65.00 8,370,959 1,098,309 9,469,2-68
SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS 5,238,229
TOTAL, SALARY RATE ADJUSTMENTS - - 5,238,229 -
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THE FLORIDA SENATE

. COMMITTEES:
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 Finance and Tax, Vice Chair

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development
Community Affairs
Health Policy
Military and Veterans Affairs, Space,
and Domestic Security

JOINT COMMITTEE:
SENATOR JANET CRUZ Joint Legislative Auditing Committee
18th District

March 24, 2021

The Honorable Doug Broxson

Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

201 The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100

Dear Chair Broxson,

I respectfully request to be excused from the Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
meeting on March 24, 2021. | will monitor the committee virtually to remain informed on the
topics that are on the agenda.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding this request.

Thank you,

|
Janet Cruz
State Senator, District 18

CC: Tim Elwell, Appropriations Subcommittee on Education — Staff Director

REPLY TO:
0 210A S. MacDill Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33609 (813) 348-1017 FAX: (888) 263-3681
0 216 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5018

Senate’s Website: www.flsenate.gov

WILTON SIMPSON AARON BEAN
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore
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Sen. Broxson (Chair)
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Sen. Bradley

Sen. Broxson

Jodi Stevens, Government Affairs Director, Pace Center For Girls (waives in support)
S 1372

Sen. Burgess

Sen. Broxson
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Sen. Broxson
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