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2020 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
ENVIRONMENT AND  GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

 Senator Mayfield, Chair 

 Senator Powell, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

TIME: 1:30—3:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Mayfield, Chair; Senator Powell, Vice Chair; Senators Albritton, Bean, Berman, Broxson, 
Hooper, Hutson, Rodriguez, and Stewart 

 

TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

 
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-

named executive appointment to the office indicated.  
 

 
 

 Executive Director of Northwest Florida Water Management 
District 

  

1  Cyphers, Brett J. (Tallahassee) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of St. Johns River Water Management 
District 

  

2  Shortelle, Ann B. (Gainesville) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of South Florida Water Management 
District 

  

3  Bartlett, Andrew "Drew" (Lake Worth Beach) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of Southwest Florida Water Management 
District 

  

4  Armstrong, Brian J. (San Antonio) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Executive Director of Suwannee River Water Management 
District 

  

5  Thomas, Hugh L. (Bell) Pleasure of the Board Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 8 Nays 0 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 











File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002  (01/12/2015) 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH 

CHAIR: 

Please raise your right hand and be 

sworn in as a witness. 

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 

you are about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

WITNESS’S NAME: Brett J. Cyphers 

ANSWER: I do 

 Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  “The witness’s answer shall 
be noted in the record.”  

COMMITTEE NAME: 

Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

DATE: January 15, 2020 
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TO: The Honorable Bill Galvano, President 

FROM: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

 

 
The committee was referred the following executive appointment subject to confirmation by 
the Senate: 

 
Office: Executive Director of Northwest Florida Water Management District 

Appointee: Cyphers, Brett J. 

Term: 9/4/2019-Pleasure of the Board 

 
After inquiry and due consideration, the committee recommends that the Senate confirm 
the aforesaid executive appointment made by the Governing Board. 













File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002  (01/12/2015) 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH 

CHAIR: 

Please raise your right hand and be 

sworn in as a witness. 

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 

you are about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

WITNESS’S NAME: Ann B. Shortelle 

ANSWER: I do 

 Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  “The witness’s answer shall 
be noted in the record.”  
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TO: The Honorable Bill Galvano, President 

FROM: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

 

 
The committee was referred the following executive appointment subject to confirmation by 
the Senate: 

 
Office: Executive Director of St. Johns River Water Management District 

Appointee: Shortelle, Ann B. 

Term: 9/4/2019-Pleasure of the Board 

 
After inquiry and due consideration, the committee recommends that the Senate confirm 
the aforesaid executive appointment made by the Governing Board. 













File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002  (01/12/2015) 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH 

CHAIR: 

Please raise your right hand and be 

sworn in as a witness. 

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 

you are about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

WITNESS’S NAME: Andrew Bartlett 

ANSWER: I do 

 Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  “The witness’s answer shall 
be noted in the record.”  
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Government 

DATE: January 15, 2020 
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TO: The Honorable Bill Galvano, President 

FROM: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

 

 
The committee was referred the following executive appointment subject to confirmation by 
the Senate: 

 
Office: Executive Director of South Florida Water Management District 

Appointee: Bartlett, Andrew "Drew" 

Term: 9/4/2019-Pleasure of the Board 

 
After inquiry and due consideration, the committee recommends that the Senate confirm 
the aforesaid executive appointment made by the Governing Board. 

















File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002  (01/12/2015) 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH 

CHAIR: 

Please raise your right hand and be 

sworn in as a witness. 

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 

you are about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

WITNESS’S NAME: Brian J. Armstrong 

ANSWER: I do 

 Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  “The witness’s answer shall 
be noted in the record.”  
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TO: The Honorable Bill Galvano, President 

FROM: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

 

 
The committee was referred the following executive appointment subject to confirmation by 
the Senate: 

 
Office: Executive Director of Southwest Florida Water Management District 

Appointee: Armstrong, Brian J. 

Term: 9/4/2019-Pleasure of the Board 

 
After inquiry and due consideration, the committee recommends that the Senate confirm 
the aforesaid executive appointment made by the Governing Board. 













File 1 copy with the Secretary of the Senate S-002  (01/12/2015) 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH 

CHAIR: 

Please raise your right hand and be 

sworn in as a witness. 

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 

you are about to give will be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

WITNESS’S NAME: Hugh L. Thomas 

ANSWER: I do, ma'am 

 Pursuant to §90.605(1), Florida Statutes:  “The witness’s answer shall 
be noted in the record.”  
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Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

DATE: January 15, 2020 
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TO: The Honorable Bill Galvano, President 

FROM: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General 
Government 

 

 
The committee was referred the following executive appointment subject to confirmation by 
the Senate: 

 
Office: Executive Director of Suwannee River Water Management District 

Appointee: Thomas, Hugh L. 

Term: 9/4/2019-Pleasure of the Board 

 
After inquiry and due consideration, the committee recommends that the Senate confirm 
the aforesaid executive appointment made by the Governing Board. 







CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: EL 110 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Environment, and General Government Judge:  
 
Started: 1/15/2020 1:31:39 PM 
Ends: 1/15/2020 3:12:31 PM Length: 01:40:53 
 
1:31:45 PM Sen. Mayfield (Chair) 
1:32:58 PM TAB 1 - Confirmation of Brett J. Cyphers as Executive Director of Northwest Florida Water Management 
District 
1:33:38 PM Brett J. Cyphers, Executive Director, Northwest Florida Water Management District 
1:33:52 PM Sen. Mayfield 
1:34:01 PM B. Cyphers 
1:42:38 PM Sen. Mayfield 
1:42:43 PM Sen. Broxson 
1:43:30 PM Sen. Albritton 
1:44:09 PM B. Cyphers 
1:46:03 PM Sen. Albritton 
1:46:31 PM B. Cyphers 
1:48:24 PM Sen. Mayfield 
1:48:41 PM B. Cyphers 
1:48:48 PM Sen. Mayfield 
1:49:22 PM TAB 2 - Confirmation of Ann Shortelle as Executive Director of St. Johns River Water Management 
District 
1:49:41 PM Sen. Mayfield 
1:49:59 PM Dr. Ann B. Shortelle, Executive Director, St. Johns River Water Management District 
2:01:27 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:01:58 PM A. Shortelle 
2:02:31 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:02:59 PM A. Shortelle 
2:03:26 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:03:36 PM Sen. Stewart 
2:04:18 PM Sen. Bean 
2:04:51 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:05:33 PM TAB 3 - Confirmation of Andrew "Drew" Bartlett as Executive Director of South Florida Water 
Management District 
2:05:58 PM Andrew Bartlett, Executive Director, South Florida Water Management District 
2:13:55 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:14:00 PM Sen. Powell 
2:14:41 PM A. Bartlett 
2:16:46 PM Sen. Powell 
2:17:15 PM A. Bartlett 
2:18:14 PM Sen. Powell 
2:18:32 PM A. Bartlett 
2:19:18 PM Sen. Albritton 
2:20:47 PM A. Bartlett 
2:22:50 PM Sen. Albritton 
2:23:35 PM A. Bartlett 
2:24:32 PM Sen. Albritton 
2:24:59 PM A. Bartlett 
2:26:23 PM Sen. Albritton 
2:27:36 PM Sen. Berman 
2:28:12 PM A. Bartlett 
2:30:35 PM Sen. Berman 
2:31:05 PM A. Bartlett 
2:31:58 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:33:27 PM Sen. Broxson 
2:35:03 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:35:24 PM A. Bartlett 



2:37:00 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:37:42 PM A. Bartlett 
2:37:55 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:38:09 PM A. Bartlett 
2:39:22 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:39:35 PM A. Bartlett 
2:40:07 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:41:56 PM Anna Upton, Everglades Foundation (Waives in support) 
2:42:01 PM Daniel Delisi, President, Delisi Inc. (Waives in support) 
2:42:07 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:42:13 PM Sen. Rodriguez 
2:42:41 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:42:49 PM A. Bartlett 
2:44:02 PM TAB 4 - Confirmation of Brian Armstrong as Executive Director of Southwest Florida Water Management 
District 
2:44:20 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:44:34 PM Brian J. Armstrong, Executive Director, Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2:52:11 PM Sen. Hooper 
2:52:26 PM B. Armstrong 
2:52:32 PM Sen. Hooper 
2:52:41 PM B. Armstrong 
2:52:51 PM Sen. Hooper 
2:53:07 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:53:30 PM Sen. Hooper 
2:53:38 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:54:48 PM B. Armstrong 
2:54:53 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:55:44 PM TAB 5 - Confirmation of Hugh Thomas as Executive Director of Suwannee River Water Management 
District 
2:55:54 PM Sen. Mayfield 
2:56:02 PM Hugh L. Thomas, Executive Director, Suwannee River Water Management District 
3:09:10 PM Sen. Mayfield 
3:09:55 PM H. Thomas 
3:10:11 PM Sen. Mayfield 
3:11:51 PM Sen. Bean 
3:12:05 PM Sen. Powell 
3:12:11 PM Sen. Mayfield 
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