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2024 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    AGRICULTURE 

 Senator Collins, Chair 

 Senator Boyd, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 

TIME: 1:30—3:15 p.m. 
PLACE: 301 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Collins, Chair; Senator Boyd, Vice Chair; Senators Baxley, Berman, Rouson, and Simon 
 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
Commissioner Wilton Simpson, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
2 
 

 
Mike Joyner, President, Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
3 
 

 
Presentation by Brightmark and Larson Dairy Farms on Renewable Natural Gas Project 
 
 

 
Presented 
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Impacts of Unfair Trade on Florida F&V Growers

November 7, 2023

Mike Joyner, Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association 



Florida Fruits & Vegetables  

 First in the nation in value of production – bell peppers, oranges, squash, snap 

beans, cucumbers, sugarcane, fresh market tomatoes and watermelons

 Second in nation in value of production – avocados, cabbage, tangerines and 

strawberries

 Third in nation in value of production – grapefruit and sweet corn

 Essential in feeding America fresh, healthy produce from November – late spring

Source: UF/IFAS Florida’s Agriculture and Food Systems Fast Facts 2022 



Impacts of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA)

Impacts

 1993 – NAFTA signed into law. Took effect Jan. 1, 1994.

 1999 – Five years after signing NAFTA, Florida specialty crop production value 

was 44% higher than the value of specialty crop imports from Mexico. 

 2014 – Ten years after signing NAFTA, the value of specialty crop imports from 

Mexico was 198% higher than the value of production for Florida specialty crops. 

 2001 - 2021 – 596% increase in value of Mexican Seasonal & Perishable imports 

($2.5 - $17.58Bn) 

 46% – Average growth per year over the last 5 years ($12.05 -17.58Bn).

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services – Mexico’s Ag-Export Impacts on Florida Agriculture 8/1/22



Impacts of NAFTA

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 



Impacts of NAFTA – Bell Peppers

520% – Expansion of the value of 
Mexican product from 2001 to 2021

$895Mn – Mexican average value 
exported from 2019-2021

73.47% – Loss of Florida Market 
Share in the U.S. between 2001and 
2021

$189Mn – Florida average production 
value from 2017-2021

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



Impacts of NAFTA – Strawberries 

 2,308% – Expansion of the value of 
Mexican product from 2001 to 2021 

$741 million – Mexican average value 
exported from 2016-2021 

31.65% – Loss of Florida Market 
Share in the U.S. between 2001 and 
2021 

$308 million – Florida average 
production value from 2016-2021 

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



Impacts of NAFTA – Blueberries

583% – Expansion of the value of 
Mexican product from 2014 to 2021 

$253 million – Mexican average value 
exported from 2014-2021 

67.97% – Loss of Florida Market 
Share in the U.S. between 2011 and 
2021 

$68.5 million – Florida average 
production value from 2014-2021 

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



Impacts of NAFTA – Cucumbers

287% – Expansion of the value of 
Mexican product from 2001 to 2021

$542 million – Mexican average value 
exported from 2016-2021

71.94% – Loss of Florida Market 
Share in the U.S. between 2001 and 
2021

$106.2 million – Florida average 
production value from 2016-2021

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



Impacts of NAFTA – Squash

135% – Expansion of the value of 
Mexican product from 2001 to 2021 

$371 million – Mexican average value 
exported from 2016-2021 

59.33% – Loss of Florida Market 
Share in the U.S. between 2001 and 
2021 

$39.2 million – Florida average 
production value from 2016-2021

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services



How did we get here?

Mexico’s Unfair Trade Practices

 Significant government subsidies for infrastructure, equipment, genetics, irrigation 

technology and more. 

“As of 2018, there were about 126,000 acres of protected agriculture in 

that country.  That’s a big jump from the 325 acres planted in 2003.”  

Source:  The Packer, Tom Burfield, September 17, 2019

 Prices well below the cost of production

 Low labor wages



Status of Seasonality Discussions

U.S. – Mexico – Canada Agreement (USMCA)

Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD)

Defending Domestic Production Act (DDPA)

Florida’s Congressional Delegation 

Section 301 – US Trade Representative (USTR) can 1) impose restrictions 2) withdraw or suspend an 
agreement 3) enter into a binding agreement

Seasonal and Perishable Agricultural Products Advisory Committee – US Trade Representative/US 
Department of Agriculture

Florida Legislature



Conclusion 

 Florida’s fresh produce industry is in deep crisis.

 Soaring volumes of unfairly priced produce imported from foreign countries 
continue to devastate our growers, and others across the country.

 Immediate, effective and enforceable solutions are needed now to restore market 
fairness for U.S. producers of fresh fruits and vegetables.
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Brightmark
Putting Waste to Work

1

BRIGHTMARK.COM

@brightmark



We’re on a mission to
Reimagine Waste.

2



Renewable 
natural gas (RNG)

Source: UN Environment Programme, "Global methane assessment: Benefits and costs of
mitigating methane emissions, " 2021. Pg. 28

Approximately 60% of total global methane emissions 
come from anthropogenic sources. Of these, about 40% 
come from agriculture, including manure management.

-UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
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4

RNG production 
Process overview

2. DIGEST
The waste is deposited into a digester that 
extracts and captures methane gas from within.

4. RE-USE
The remaining solids are turned into organic 
fertilizer or compost. Recaptured water is used for 
land application or treated at a local wastewater 
plant.

1. DIVERT
Manure waste is collected on farms, food 
processing facilities, and delivered from 
waste management companies.

3. DISTRIBUTE
We separate, clean, and compress the 
methane into renewable natural gas that is 
used as transportation fuel or by local 
residents for heating and power.



As dairy farmers, we can be part 

of the solution in helping the 

environment. The digester 

projects are a win-win because 

we could further process the 

manure while reducing

greenhouse gasses.”

– LYNN BOADWINE
Owner Boadwine Dairy, Inc
South Dakota

+ These projects have reduced over 700,000 metric tons of CO2eq. This is 
equivalent to carbon sequestered by more than 834,000 acres of forests 
annually.*

*EPA Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator

5

Over 30 anaerobic 
digestion centers across 
10 states.

Anaerobic Digestion Circularity Centers

Renewable Natural Gas 
Circularity Centers



The Larson Project

This fourth-generation family dairy farm is operating 
anaerobic digesters that collect and clean methane from 
cow manure and deliver it back into the local interstate 
gas pipeline as energy to be used by homes and 
businesses.

Okeechobee County, Florida

KEY 

OUTPUTS

ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT

LOCAL

IMPACT

This project will reduce over 57,000 tons of CO2 each year which is equivalent to planting 
over 75,000 acres of forest every year.

Throughout the construction process, this project will provide approximately 120 
temporary jobs and 3 full-time jobs once the project is complete.

The excess fertilizer that is created throughout the process is then transferred back to the
farm.

The digesters are anticipated to generate 171,000 mmBTU of renewable natural gas each 
year which is equivalent to powering 1,185 homes.
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C
IS

co
reRenewable natural gas from 

dairy manure and organic 
waste have a negative carbon 
intensity compared to other 
forms of energy.

Current + future 
circularity centers

RNG has a negative 
carbon intensity

8



Power in 
partnerships

9



Curriculum with the
Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation

Combining expertise on 
recycling & ocean conservation

Curriculum for high school and elementary school students 
educating them about plastic pollution and its impact on our 
oceans.

Foster education
We have created a free unit that reaches students and aims to 
educate future generations on the impact of post-use plastic 
on the environment.

Our reach
To date we have reached over 38,000 students with a goal to 
reach 30,000 students this school year.

10



Tackling an ocean-sized plastic waste 
problem with NOAA

-SARAH FANGMAN
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Superintendent

11

This initiative elevates our commitment to protect
the environment. I’m proud that buoy team

A new recycling program

First-of-its-kind plastics renewal program recycle buoys and 
downlines that usually end up in landfills.

Creating circular solutions
This hard-to-recycle marine waste will be turned into new
plastics products.

“member Benjamin D’Avanzo recognized the need for a

sustainable alternative to our plastics waste and pursued this
partnership with Brightmark.



BRIGHTMARK.COM

@brightmark

Thank you
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 301 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Agriculture Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 11/7/2023 1:30:22 PM 
Ends: 11/7/2023 2:50:34 PM Length: 01:20:13 
 
1:30:27 PM Chair Collins calls meeting to order 
1:30:30 PM Roll call, quorum is present 
1:30:43 PM Tab 1, Commissioner Wilton Simpson, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
1:31:31 PM Commissioner Wilton Simpson 
1:41:35 PM Questions: 
1:41:42 PM Senator Simon 
1:42:34 PM Commissioner Wilton Simpson 
1:42:49 PM Senator Boyd 
1:43:55 PM Senator Berman 
1:44:38 PM Commissioner Wilton Simpson 
1:45:10 PM Senator Berman 
1:45:30 PM Chair Collins 
1:46:16 PM Tab 2, Mike Joyner, Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association 
1:46:27 PM Mike Joyner 
2:04:29 PM Chair Collins 
2:04:48 PM Questions: 
2:04:51 PM Senator Baxley 
2:07:21 PM Commissioner Wilton Simpson 
2:07:36 PM Chair Collins 
2:10:08 PM Senator Rouson 
2:11:12 PM Commissioner Wilton Simpson 
2:12:57 PM Tab 3, Presentation by Brightmark and Larson Dairy Farms on Renewable Natural Gas Project 
2:13:10 PM Keyna Cory, Brightmark 
2:19:45 PM Ray Hodge, United Dairy Farmers of FL 
2:40:25 PM Dale Calhoun, Florida Natural Gas Association 
2:42:53 PM Questions: 
2:42:56 PM Senator Berman 
2:43:10 PM Ray Hodge 
2:43:23 PM Keyna Cory 
2:43:51 PM Ray Hodge 
2:44:04 PM Senator Berman 
2:44:24 PM Ray Hodge 
2:45:30 PM Chair Collins 
2:46:17 PM Senator Boyd moves to adjourn 
2:46:21 PM Meeting Adjourned 


	Intro
	Expanded Agenda (Long)

	Tab 1
	Comment
	Commissioner Appearance Card


	Tab 2
	Comment
	FL Senate Trade Overview November 2023
	FFVA Appearance Record.pdf


	Tab 3
	Comment
	Brightmark and Larson Dairy Farms Project Presentation
	SenateAgCommitteepresentationRenewableEnergy
	Brightmark Appearance Records.pdf

	Comment
	TagReport.pdf





