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Adoption; Revising the circumstances under which an
adoption consent is valid, binding, and enforceable;
providing an exception; requiring a court to determine,
under certain circumstances, whether a change of
placement of a child is in the child’s best interests,
rather than whether the change of placement is
appropriate; deleting a determination that a court
must consider under certain circumstances; revising
when a court must advise a parent of specified
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs

BILL: CS/SB 590

INTRODUCER: Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee and Senator Detert

SUBJECT: Adoption
DATE: November 19, 2015 ReviSED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Crosier Hendon CF Fav/CS
2. JU
3. FP

Please see Section IX. for Additional Information:

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 590 revises the circumstances under which, for children under the supervision of the
Department of Children and Families, an adoption consent from parents is valid, binding, and
enforceable. The bill also requires the court to consider a child’s best interest when changing a
placement rather than the appropriateness of the placement. The bill requires courts in all
dependency proceedings to advise the parent who is a party to the case at the arraignment
hearing, in the order approving the case plan or in the order that changes the permanency goal to
adoption and terminates the parental rights of the parent’s right to participate in a private
adoption plan.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2016.

Il. Present Situation:

In Florida, chapter 39, F.S., governs proceedings relating to the involvement of children in the
state’s child protection system. When, allegations of abuse, neglect, or abandonment are reported
an investigation is conducted by the Department of Children and Families (the department or
DCF). Based on the results of the investigation, a petition may be filed requesting the court place
the child in shelter and seeking adjudication that the child is dependent and should be placed in
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the state’s care.! When a child is placed in the state’s care the state “acts in the protective and
provisional role of in loco parentis” for the child.? While parents have a due process right to be
heard regarding the full array of constitutional rights which may be exercised in connection with
their children, parents cannot unilaterally make decisions regarding their children without court
approval. The courts have broad discretion to rely on the standard of best interest of the child
when making determinations of dependency and throughout the court’s involvement in the
matter.

Within 28 days after a child has been sheltered by the court, an arraignment hearing must be
held.? At the arraignment hearing, the parent or legal guardian of the child may either admit,
deny or consent to the findings of dependency alleged in the petition; however, if a parent or
legal guardian denies any allegation contained in the petition the court must hold an adjudicatory
hearing within 30 days of the arraignment.* If the court determines the child dependent at the
adjudicatory hearing and the child is placed in out-of-home care, the court must inquire of the
parent or parents whether the parents have relatives who might be considered as a placement for
the child.> Placement of the child to the temporary, legal custody of the department invests the
department with all rights and responsibilities of a legal custodian.® If a child cannot remain
safely in the home with the parent with whom the child was residing at the time of the events that
brought the child within the jurisdiction of the court and no adult relative is available for
temporary, legal custody, then the state may place the child with an adult willing to care for the
child under the protective supervision of the department.” However, any change in the temporary
legal custody or the conditions of protective supervision must be brought before the court. The
standard for determining a change in custody is the best interest of the child.®

Section 39.806, F.S., provides the grounds for when the department may file a petition for the
termination of parental rights. A parent or parents may voluntarily execute a written surrender of
the child and consent to an order giving custody of the child to the department for subsequent
adoption.® If, after a hearing on the petition, the court terminates the parental rights, the
department shall, within 30 days, provide the court with a case plan that identifies the
permanency goals of the child.l® When the department is given custody of a child for subsequent
adoption under chapter 39, the department may place the child with an agency as defined in s.
63.032, F.S., with a child-caring agency registered under s. 409.176, or in a family home for
prospective adoption.!! Prospective adoptive parents may not file a petition for adoption until the
judgment terminating parental rights becomes final. An adoption proceeding under s. 39.812,

1s.39.501(2), F.S.

2 Buckner v. Family Services of Central Florida, Inc., 876 So.2d 1285 (Fla.5" DCA 2004)
35.39.506(1), F.S.
*s.39.506(1), F.S.
%s.39.507(7)(c), F.S.
®s.39.521((3)(d), F.S.
7's. 39.521((3)(c), F.S.
85, 39.522(1), F.S.
%s.39.806(1)(a), F.S.
105, 39.811(8), F.S.
1's.39.812(1), F.S.
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F.S. is governed by chapter 63, F.S.*? The court shall retain jurisdiction over any child for whom
custody is given to a social service agency until the child is adopted.*3

For children in the custody of the department, s. 63.082(6), F.S., provides that parental consent
for placement of a minor with an adoption entity or qualified adoptive parents, but parental rights
have not yet been terminated, is valid, binding, and enforceable by the court.}* After the parent
executes the consent, the adoption entity is permitted to intervene in the dependency case and
provide the court with a copy of the preliminary home study of the prospective adoptive parents
and any other evidence of the suitability of the placement.™® The dependency court shall hold a
hearing to determine if the required documents to intervene have been filed and whether a
change in the child’s placement is appropriate.'® In determining whether the child’s best interests
are served by transferring custody to the prospective adoptive parent selected by the child’s
parent, the court shall consider the rights of the parent to determine an appropriate placement, the
permanency offered, the child’s bonding with any potential adoptive home that the child has
been residing in, and the importance of maintaining sibling relationships, if any.}” Upon the
court’s determination that the prospective adoptive parents are properly qualified and that the
adoption appears to be in the best interest of the minor child, the court shall immediately order
the transfer of custody of the minor child to the prospective adoptive parents, under the
supervision of the adoption entity.'® The adoption entity is responsible for keeping the
dependency court informed of the status of the adoption proceedings at least every 90 days from
the date of the order changing placement of the child until the date the adoption is finalized.®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 63.082(6), F.S., to allow a parent to execute a consent for placement of a
minor with an adoption entity or qualified prospective adoptive parents when the child is under
the supervision of the department. The consent is valid, binding, and enforceable by the court.
This section is also amended to allow the court to consider the best interests of a child pursuant
to s. 39.522(1), F.S., when making a determination of a child’s change in placement instead of
whether the change in placement is appropriate.

The bill amends s. 63.082(6), F.S., by striking subsection (e), which provides direction to the
court when determining whether the best interests of the child are served by transferring the
custody of the minor child to the prospective adoptive parent selected by the parent. The court
should consider, among other considerations, the rights of the parent to determine an appropriate
placement for the child.

125
135
14s
155
165
17s
185
1QS

.39.812(5), F.S.
.39.811(9), F.S.
. 63.082(6)(a), F.S.
. 63.082(6)(b), F.S.
. 63.082(6)(c), F.S.
. 63.082(e), F.S.
.63.072(d), F.S.
. 63.082(f), F.S.
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VI.

Section 63.082(6), F.S., is also amended by the bill by instructing the court to advise the parent
who is the party to the dependency case of their right to participate in a private adoption plan at
the arraignment hearing held pursuant to s. 39.506, in the order approving the case plan pursuant
to s. 39.603, or in the order that changes the permanency goal to adoption and terminates the
parental rights pursuant to s. 39.621, F.S., in all dependency hearings. Currently the court advises
the parent of the option to participate in a private adoption plan after it has been determined that
reunification is not a viable alternative and before the filing of a petition of termination of
parental rights.

Section 2 of the bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2016.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:
None.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.
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VILI. Related Issues:
VIIl.  Statutes Affected:
This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 63.082 (6)
IX.  Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

CS by Children, Families, and Elder Affairs on November 19, 2015:

e Allows a parent to execute a consent for placement of a minor that is under the
supervision of the department with an adoption entity or qualified prospective
adoptive parents and that the consent is valid, binding, and enforceable by the
court.

e Reuvises the standard of review used by the court when making a determination of
a change of placement of a child from the appropriateness of the placement to the
best interests of the child.

e Ensures that the biological parent is provided written notice of his or her right to
participate in a private adoption plan at the arraignment hearing held pursuant to
s. 39.506, in the order approving the case plan pursuant to s. 39.603, or in the
order that changes the permanency goal to adoption and terminates the parental
rights pursuant to s. 39.621, F.S.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
11/19/2015

The Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs (Detert)

recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 26 - 28
and insert:

enforceable by the court.

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 4 - 5

and insert:
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The Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs (Detert)

recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete lines 83 - 88

and insert:

(f)4e At the arraignment hearing held pursuant to s.

39.506, in the order that approves the case plan pursuant to s.

39.603, or in the order that changes the permanency goal to

adoption and terminates the parental rights pursuant to s.
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court shall provide written notice to adwise the biological

parent who is a party to the case of his or her £he right to

participate in a private adoption plan.

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 11
and insert:
must provide written notice to a parent of specified

information;
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By Senator Detert

28-00623-16 2016590

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to adoption; amending s. 63.082, F.S.;
revising the circumstances under which an adoption
consent is valid, binding, and enforceable; providing
an exception; requiring a court to determine, under
certain circumstances, whether a change of placement
of a child is in the child’s best interests, rather
than whether the change of placement is appropriate;
deleting a determination that a court must consider
under certain circumstances; revising when a court
must advise a parent of specified information;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 63.082, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

63.082 Execution of consent to adoption or affidavit of
nonpaternity; family social and medical history; revocation of
consent.—

(6) (a) If a parent executes a consent for placement of a
minor with an adoption entity or qualified prospective adoptive
parents and the minor child is under the supervision in—the

eustedy of the department, butparentalrights—have not—yet—been
terminated; the adoption consent is valid, binding, and

enforceable by the court unless a termination of parental rights

petition has been filed and qualified adoptive parents have been

identified.

(b) Upon execution of the consent of the parent, the
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adoption entity shall be permitted to intervene in the
dependency case as a party in interest and must provide the
court that acquired jurisdiction over the minor, pursuant to the
shelter or dependency petition filed by the department, a copy
of the preliminary home study of the prospective adoptive
parents and any other evidence of the suitability of the
placement. The preliminary home study must be maintained with
strictest confidentiality within the dependency court file and
the department’s file. A preliminary home study must be provided
to the court in all cases in which an adoption entity has
intervened pursuant to this section. Unless the court has
concerns regarding the qualifications of the home study
provider, or concerns that the home study may not be adequate to
determine the best interests of the child, the home study
provided by the adoption entity shall be deemed to be sufficient
and no additional home study needs to be performed by the
department.

(c) If an adoption entity files a motion to intervene in
the dependency case in accordance with this chapter, the
dependency court shall promptly grant a hearing to determine
whether the adoption entity has filed the required documents to
be permitted to intervene and whether a change of placement of
the child is in the best interests of the child pursuant to s.
39.522 (1) apprepriate.

(d) Upon a determination by the court that the prospective

adoptive parents are properly qualified to adopt the minor child
and that the adoption is appears—te—be in the best interests of
the minor child, the court shall immediately order the transfer

of custody of the minor child to the prospective adoptive
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parents, under the supervision of the adoption entity. The
adoption entity shall thereafter provide monthly supervision
reports to the department until finalization of the adoption. If
the child has been determined to be dependent by the court, the
department shall provide information to the prospective adoptive
parents at the time they receive placement of the dependent
child regarding approved parent training classes available
within the community. The department shall file with the court
an acknowledgment of the parent’s receipt of the information

regarding approved parent training classes available within the

community.
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(e)+4£)» The adoption entity shall be responsible for keeping
the dependency court informed of the status of the adoption
proceedings at least every 90 days from the date of the order
changing placement of the child until the date of finalization
of the adoption.

(f)4e> At the arraignment hearing held pursuant to s.

39.506 in all dependency proceedings, after—it—isdetermined
+hat 3 £ + 4 3 £ 1 abl 1+ F 4 3 + +h
thatreunification s not o viable alternatt ard—prior chr
filing—of o petition for termination of parentatrightss the

court shall advise the bielegieal parent who is a party to the
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case of the right to participate in a private adoption plan.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1,
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court shall provide written notice to adwise the biological

parent who is a party to the case of his or her £he right to

participate in a private adoption plan.

================= T ] TLE AMENDMEN T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 11
and insert:
must provide written notice to a parent of specified

information;
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs

BILL:

SPB 7034

INTRODUCER: Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee

SUBJECT: Prenatal Services and Early Childhood Development
DATE: November 23, 2015  REevISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Hendon Hendon CF Submitted as Committee Bill
Summary:

SPB 7034 revises the Early Steps program in the Department of Health. The program provides
screening and early intervention services to parents with infants and toddlers who have or may
have a developmental delay. The program is funded with both state and federal funds.

The bill expands the duties of the department’s clearinghouse for information on early
intervention services for parents and providers of early intervention services. The bill provides
goals for the Early Steps program, defines terms, and assigns duties to the department as well as
the local Early Steps offices. The bill sets eligibility criteria for the program. The bill requires a
statewide plan, performance standards and an accountability report each year. The bill designates
the Florida Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers as the state interagency
coordination council required under federal law. The bill provides procedures for the successful
transition of children from the Early Steps to the local school districts. Finally, the bill repeals
outdated sections of statute relating to the Early Steps program.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2016.
Present Situation:

Florida’s Early Steps Program has it foundation in federal law. The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) was originally enacted by Congress in 1975 to ensure that children with
disabilities have the opportunity to receive a free appropriate public education, just like other
children. The law has been revised many times over the years. The most recent amendments
expanded the program to pre-school children and were passed by Congress in December 2004
with final regulations published in August 2006 (Part B for school-aged children) and in
September 2011 (Part C, for babies and toddlers).

The Early Steps Program (Part C of the IDEA) provides services to families with infants and
toddlers from birth to three years of age who have or at risk of developmental delays or
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disabilities.! The federal government created grants to assist states in providing early
intervention programs under Part C of the IDEA.2 The program has no financial eligibility
requirements and is an entitlement to any eligible child.® Florida’s Early Steps Program is
administered by Children’s Medical Services within the Department of Health. The department
contracts with hospitals and non-profit organizations such as the Easter Seals across the state for
coordination and delivery of services.*

Part 303 of Section 34 Code of Federal Regulations are the federal rules governing early
intervention programs for infants and toddlers with disabilities. The rules provide the purpose of
the early intervention program, the activities that may be supported, the children that are eligible
to be served, the types of services available, and the definition of service coordination activities
and use of service coordinators.

Subpart D of Part 303 provides for a statewide system of early intervention services. This system
must include a public awareness program; a comprehensive “child find”” system that includes
referral procedures; and procedures and timelines for a comprehensive, multidisciplinary
evaluations of children and an identification of family needs. States must also develop policies
and procedures for individualized family support plans (IFSP). Early Steps lead agencies must
ensure the IFSP is developed and implemented for each eligible child.

The federal law allows for early intervention services for an eligible child and the child’s family
to begin before the completion of the evaluation and assessment under certain conditions. While
each agency or person involved in the provision of early intervention services is responsible for
making good faith efforts to assist the eligible child in achieving the outcomes in the IFSP, the
law states that any agency or person cannot be held accountable if an eligible child does not
achieve the growth projected in the child’s IFSP.

States must establish qualifications for personnel providing early intervention services to eligible
children and families.® States must have standards to ensure that necessary personnel carry out
the purposes of the program and are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained.®

Parents must give written consent before the Early Steps program may evaluate, assess, and
provide early intervention services to a child.” In the event parents do not give consent,
reasonable efforts should be made to ensure the parent is aware of the nature of the evaluation,
assessment and services available and understands that without consent the child will not be able
to receive the evaluation, assessment or services.®

The federal rule requires that service providers give written notice to parents before the provider
initiates or changes the identification, evaluation, or placement of the child, or provides the

1s,391.302, F.S.

2 34 Code of Federal Regulations Part 303

3 1d.

4 Office of Program Policy Analysis & Government Accountability. Florida Legislature, Early Steps Has Revised
Reimbursement Rates but Needs to Assess Impact of Expanded Outreach on Child Participation, Report No. 08-44, (July
2008) http://lwww.oppaga.state.fl.us/MonitorDocs/Reports/pdf/0844rpt.pdf.

534 CFR. s. 303.361

61d.

734 CFR. s 303.404

81d.
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appropriate early intervention services to the child and the child’s family.® Procedures to resolve
disputes through a mediation process, at a minimum, must be available whenever a parent
requests a hearing.® The mediation process is voluntary, must be conducted by a qualified
mediator, and cannot be used to deny or delay a parent’s right to a due process hearing.!!
Mediation must be timely scheduled, any agreement reached by the parties to the dispute must be
in writing, and discussions that occur during mediation are confidential and cannot be used as
evidence in any subsequent proceeding.'? The state must bear the cost of the mediation process.*®
During the mediation, the child must continue to receive early intervention services currently
being provided.'* If the complaint involves an application for initial services, the child must
receive any services that are not in dispute.™

State policy must specify which functions and services will be provided at no cost to all parents
and which will be subject to a system of payments.'® The inability of parents of an eligible child
to pay for services must not result in a denial of services to the child or the child’s family.!’
States may establish a schedule of sliding fees for early intervention services but some functions
such as evaluation and assessment, and service coordination are not subject to fees.!

Funds provided by the federal grant may be used only for early intervention services for an
eligible child who is not entitled to these services under any other Federal, State, local or private
source.*® Interim payments to avoid delay in providing needed services to an eligible child are
allowed but the agency that has ultimate responsibility for the payment must reimburse the
program.?

Each State that receives financial assistance for the program must establish a State Interagency

Coordinating Council. The Council must be appointed by the Governor and membership must

reasonably represent the population of the State.?! The Council is to advise and assist the lead

agency in:

e the development and implementation of the policies that constitute the statewide system,

e achieving the full participation, coordination and cooperation of all appropriate public
agencies in the State, and

e the integration of services for infants and toddlers with disabilities and at-risk toddlers and
their families regardless of whether at-risk infants and toddlers are eligible for early
intervention services.??

%34 CFRs. 303.403
1034 CFR s. 303.419
4.
124,
1B d.
1434 CFR s. 303.425
15 1d.
1634 CFR s. 303.520
7d.
1834 CFR s. 303.521
1934 CFR 5.303.527
21d.
2134 CFR s. 303.600
2234 CFR s. 303.650
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Eligible infants and toddlers are identified through referrals from hospitals, healthcare providers,
and childcare staff who may interact on a regular basis with infants and toddlers. Parents may
also contact the state’s program directly for an evaluation and assessment. Before any evaluation
can be conducted, parental consent is required. Evaluations and assessments must be completed
within 45 days of the referral. %

Early intervention skills for this population focus on 5 areas:

e Physical (reaching, rolling, crawling, and walking),
Cognitive (thinking, learning, and solving problems),
Communication (talking, listening, and understanding),
Social/emotional (playing and feeling secure and happy), and
Adaptive/self-help (eating and dressing).?*

States must have various components under 20 U.S.C. 1435, which broadly covers

administrative, oversight and regulatory functions, such as:

e Policies to ensure appropriate delivery of early intervention services to infants, toddlers and
their families,

e Individualized family service plans (IFSP) for each infant or toddler with a disability,

e A properly functioning administrative structure that identifies eligible infants and toddlers
using a rigorous definition of “developmental delay,” makes referrals, centrally collects
information, provides directory of services and resources, incorporates data, and has a
comprehensive system for personnel development,

e Asingle line of responsibility in a lead agency designated by the Governor, including
financial responsibility, provision of services, resolution of disputes, and development of
procedures to ensure timeliness of services, and

e A state interagency coordination council.

The IDEA requires that early intervention services be provided, to the maximum extent
appropriate, in natural environments such as the child’s home.?® Florida has increased the
delivery of services in the home or community based setting since 2008, but still falls below the
national average for home-based services.?

Allocation of federal funds to the states annually are based on the number of children in the
general population aged birth through age 2 in each state using United States Census Bureau

23 Center for Parent Information and Resources, Basics of the Early Intervention Process under Part C of the IDEA - Handout
I, http://www.parentcenterhub.org/wp-content/uploads/repo_items/legacy/partc/handoutl.pdf (last visited: Nov. 16, 2015).

24 Center for Parent Information and Resources, Overview of Early Intervention - What is Early Intervention?
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/repository/ei-overview/ (last visited: Nov. 16, 2015).

%5 U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education (OSEP), Grants for Infants and Families, Part C of IDEA,
Grants for Infants and Toddlers, http://www?2.ed.gov/programs/osepeip/index.html (last visited: Nov. 16, 2015).

% U.S. Department of Education, 36th Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, 2014, pg. 120-121, http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/2014/parts-b-c/36th-idea-arc.pdf (last
visited: Nov. 16, 2015).
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data.?’ Federal data indicates that Florida served 1.9 percent of the population of infants and
toddlers from birth through age 2 in 2012 or 12,036.2®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

Section 1 amends s. 383.141, F.S., to provide additional direction to the information
clearinghouse administered by the Department of Health (department). The bill requires the
clearinghouse to provide comprehensive information to educate parents and providers of early
intervention services. The department is directed to refer to children with developmental
disabilities or delays as children with “unique abilities” whenever possible in the clearinghouse.
The department is to provide education and training to parents and providers through the
clearinghouse. The clearinghouse is to promote public awareness of intervention services
available to parents of children with developmental disabilities or delays.

Section 2 amends s. 391.025, F.S., to rename the Florida Infants and Toddlers Early Intervention
Program under the Children’s Medical Services program as the Early Steps program.

Section 3 amends s. 391.026, F.S., to add to the department’s responsibilities the administration
of the Early Steps program.

Section 4 amends s. 391.301, F.S., to update the legislative intent of the Early Steps program and

to establish goals for the program. The program must:

e Enhance the development of infants and toddlers,

e Increase the awareness among parents and health care providers of the importance of the first
three years of life for the development of the brain,

e Maintain the importance of the family in early intervention services,

e Provide comprehensive and coordinated services,

e Ensure timely evaluation of infants and toddlers and provide individual planning for
intervention services.

e Improve the capacity of health care providers to serve children with unique needs, and

e Ensure program and financial accountability.

Section 5 amends s. 391.302, F.S., to add definitions for “developmental delay”, “developmental
disability”, “habilitative services and devices”, and “local program office” of the Early Steps
program.

Section 6 amends s. 391.308, F.S., to provide additional structure and guidance for the Early
Steps program. The bill establishes performance standards for the program relating to services
and referrals, individualized family support plans, and outcomes for infants and toddlers served.

The bill provides new duties to the department for the Early Steps program. The bill requires the
department to:

27 U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education (OSEP), Grants for Infants and Families, Part C of IDEA,
Grants for Infants and Toddlers, http://www?2.ed.gov/programs/osepeip/index.html (last visited: Nov. 16, 2015).

28 U.S. Department of Education, 36th Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, 2014, pg. 261, http://www?2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/2014/parts-b-c/36th-idea-arc.pdf (last visited:
Nov. 16, 2015).
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e Develop a statewide plan for the program,

e Ensure that screening is continued at hospitals providing Level Il and Level Il neonatal

intensive care,

Establish standards and qualifications for service providers used by the program,

Develop uniform procedures to determine eligibility for the program,

Provide a statewide format for individualized family support plans,

Promote interagency cooperation with the Medicaid program and the Department of

Education,

e Provide guidance to local program offices for coordinating Early Step program benefits with
other programs such as Medicaid and private insurance.

e Provide an appeals procedure for parents whose infant or toddler is determined not to be
eligible for Early Steps services,

e Competitively procure local offices to administer the Early Steps program,

e Establish performance measures and standards to evaluate local Early Step offices, and

e Provide technical assistance to local Early Step offices.

The bill establishes eligibility for the Early Steps program. The eligibility criteria is based on
federal law and funds appropriated by the General Appropriations Act. All infant and toddlers
are eligible for evaluation for developmental disabilities. Infants and toddlers with a
developmental disability based on a specific condition or based on an informed clinical opinion
are eligible. In addition, infants and toddlers with a specific score on a standardized evaluation
instrument are eligible for Early Steps.

The bill provides duties to the Early Steps offices. These offices must:

e Evaluate a child within 45 days after referral,

e Notify parents if the child is eligible for services, and provide an appeal process to those
parents whose child is found ineligible,

e Make interagency agreements with local school districts and local Medicaid managed care

organizations,

Provide services directly or procure early intervention services,

Provide services in the natural environment to the extent possible,

Develop an individualized family support plan for each child served in the program,

Assess the progress of the child in meeting the goals of the individualized family support

plan,

e Provide service coordination to ensure that assistance for families is properly managed
whether the program provides the services directly or through referral to other service
providers,

e Make agreements with local Medicaid managed care organizations,

e Make agreements with local private insurers, and

e Provide data required by the department to assess the performance of the program.

The bill requires the department to report to the Governor and legislature on the performance of
the Early Steps program December 1% each year.

The bill designates the Florida Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers as the
state interagency coordination council required under federal law.
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The bill provides requirements to the local Early Steps offices to improve the transition to the
local school district where the child may need special education or related services.

Section 7 amends s. 413.092, F.S., relating to the Blind Babies program to conform the name
change of the Florida Infants and Toddlers Early Intervention Program to the Early Steps
program.

Section 8 amends s. 1003.575, F.S., relating to assistive technology devices for special education
to conform the name change of the Florida Infants and Toddlers Early Intervention Program to
the Early Steps program.

Section 9 repeals s. 391.303, F.S., relating to program requirements of the Florida Infants and
Toddlers Early Intervention Program.

Section 10 repeals s. 391.304, F.S., relating to program coordination of the Florida Infants and
Toddlers Early Intervention Program.

Section 11 repeals s. 391.305, F.S., relating to program standards for the Florida Infants and
Toddlers Early Intervention Program.

Section 12 repeals s. 391.306, F.S., relating to funding and contracts for the Florida Infants and
Toddlers Early Intervention Program.

Section 13 repeals s. 391.307, F.S., relating to program reviews under the Florida Infants and
Toddlers Early Intervention Program.

Section 14 provides an effective date of July 1, 2016.
Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

B.

Private Sector Impact:

Additional guidance provided for the administration of the Early Steps program may
result in additional opportunities for private providers of early childhood interventions.

Government Sector Impact:

The bill is not expected to have a fiscal impact on the Department of Health. Many of the
provisions of the bill are already required under federal law. Eligibility for the program is
dependent on the funding appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.

Technical Deficiencies:

None.

Related Issues:

None.

Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 383.141, 391.025,
391.026, 391.301, 391.302, 391.308, 413.092, 1003.575,

This bill repeals the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 391.303, 391.304, 391.305,
391.306, and 391.307.

Additional Information:

A.

Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

None.
Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
11/19/2015

The Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs (Sobel)

recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 383.141,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

383.141 Prenatally diagnosed conditions; patient to be
provided information; definitions; information clearinghouse;
advisory council.—

(2) When a developmental disability is diagnosed based on
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the results of a prenatal test, the health care provider who
ordered the prenatal test, or his or her designee, shall provide
the patient with current information about the nature of the
developmental disability, the accuracy of the prenatal test, and
resources for obtaining relevant support services, including
hotlines, resource centers, and information clearinghouses
related to Down syndrome or other prenatally diagnosed
developmental disabilities; support programs for parents and

families; and developmental evaluation and intervention services

under this part s=—384+-363.

(3) The Department of Health shall develop and implement a

comprehensive information clearinghouse to educate health care

providers, inform parents, and increase public awareness

regarding brain development, developmental disabilities and

delays, and all services, resources, and interventions available

to mitigate the effects of impaired development among children.

The clearinghouse must use the term “unique abilities” as much

as possible when identifying infants or children with

developmental disabilities and delays. The clearinghouse must

provide:

(a) Health information on conditions that may lead to

impaired development of physical, learning, language, or

behavioral skills.

(b) Education and information to support parents whose

unborn children have been prenatally diagnosed with

developmental disabilities or whose children have diagnosed or

suspected developmental delays.

(c) Education and training for health care providers to

recognize and respond appropriately to developmental
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disabilities, delays, and conditions related to disabilities or

delays. Specific information approved by the advisory council

shall be made available to health care providers for use in

counseling parents whose unborn children have been prenatally

diagnosed with developmental disabilities or whose children have

diagnosed or suspected developmental delays.

(d) Promotion of public awareness of availability of

supportive services, such as resource centers, educational

programs, other support programs for parents and families, and

developmental evaluation and intervention services.

(e) Hotlines specific to Down syndrome and other prenatally

diagnosed developmental disabilities. The hotlines and the

department’s clearinghouse must provide information to parents

and families or other caregivers regarding the Early Steps

Program under s. 391.301, the Florida Diagnostic Learning and

Resource System, the Early Learning program, Healthy Start, Help

Me Grow and any other intervention programs. Information offered

must include directions on how to obtain early intervention,

rehabilitative, and habilitative services and devices estabtish

n

He-

T
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(4) (a) There 1is established an advisory council within the
Department of Health which consists of health care providers and
caregivers who perform health care services for persons who have
developmental disabilities, including Down syndrome and autism.
This group shall consist of nine members as follows:

1. Three members appointed by the Governor;

2. Three members appointed by the President of the Senate;
and

3. Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

(b) The advisory council shall provide technical assistance
to the Department of Health in the establishment of the
information clearinghouse and give the department the benefit of
the council members’ knowledge and experience relating to the
needs of patients and families of patients with developmental
disabilities and available support services.

(c) Members of the council shall elect a chairperson and a
vice chairperson. The elected chairperson and vice chairperson
shall serve in these roles until their terms of appointment on
the council expire.

(d) The advisory council shall meet quarterly to review
this clearinghouse of information, and may meet more often at
the call of the chairperson or as determined by a majority of
members.

(e) The council members shall be appointed to 4-year terms,
except that, to provide for staggered terms, one initial
appointee each from the Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be

appointed to a 2-year term, one appointee each from these
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officials shall be appointed to a 3-year term, and the remaining
initial appointees shall be appointed to 4-year terms. All
subsequent appointments shall be for 4-year terms. A vacancy
shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(f) Members of the council shall serve without
compensation. Meetings of the council may be held in person,
without reimbursement for travel expenses, or by teleconference
or other electronic means.

(g) The Department of Health shall provide administrative
support for the advisory council.

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
391.025, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

391.025 Applicability and scope.—

(1) The Children’s Medical Services program consists of the
following components:

(c) The developmental evaluation and intervention program,

including the Early Steps Fleorida—Infantsand Feddlers—Farty
Irtervention Program.
Section 2. Subsection (19) is added to section 391.026,

Florida Statutes, to read:
391.026 Powers and duties of the department.—The department
shall have the following powers, duties, and responsibilities:

(19) To serve as the lead agency to administer the Early

Steps Program pursuant to part C of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act and part III of this chapter.

Section 3. Section 391.301, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

391.301 Early Steps Program; establishment and goals
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ted—dnfants may gain as early as

156 families with—high—risk—-or

157 |possible the services and skills they need to support their
158 infants’ development 4nfants.

159 (3) The program must It—Fs—the—intent—ofthe Tegisltature
160 that—a methodotogy bedeveloped—+te integrate information an
161 coordinate services en—infants—with peotentially disabling

162 |eeonditieons with other early intervention programs, including,

(>}

163 but not limited to, PartEc—of Pub—F——No- 5

+—ard the Healthy

He
H

164 Start program, the newborn screening program, and the Blind

165 |Babies Program.

166 (4) The program must:

167 (a) Provide services to enhance the development of infants

168 and toddlers with disabilities delays.

169 (b) Expand the recognition by health care providers,

170 families, and the public of the significant brain development

171 that occurs during a child’s first 3 years of life.

172 (c) Maintain the importance of the family in all areas of

173 the child’s development and to support the family’s

174 |participation in early intervention services and decisions

175 affecting the child.

176 (d) Operate a comprehensive, coordinated interagency system

177 of early intervention services and supports in accordance with

178 |part C of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education
179 |Act.

180 (e) Ensure timely evaluation, individual planning, and

181 early intervention services necessary to meet the unique needs

182 of eligible infants and toddlers.

183 (f) Build the service capacity and enhance the competencies

184 of health care providers serving infants and toddlers with
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unigque needs and abilities.

(g) Ensure programmatic and fiscal accountability through

establishment of a high-capacity data system, active monitoring

of performance indicators, and ongoing quality improvement.

Section 4. Section 391.302, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to

read:

391.302 Definitions.—As used in ss. 391.301-391.308 ss=
N

391 .3 301 367, the term:

H

1
[ —

(1) “Developmental delay” means a condition, identified and

measured through appropriate instruments and procedures, which

may delay physical, cognitive, communication, social/emotional,

or adaptive development.

(2) “Developmental disability” means a condition,

identified and measured through appropriate instruments and

procedures, which may impair physical, cognitive, communication,

social/emotional, or adaptive development.

(3) “Developmental intervention” or “early intervention”

means individual and group individuatized therapies and services

needed to enhance both the infant’s or toddler’s growth and

development and family functioning. The term includes

habilitative services and assistive technology devices,

rehabilitative services and assistive technology devices, and

parent support and training.

(4) “Habilitative services and devices” means health care

services and devices that help a child maintain, learn, or

improve skills and functioning for daily living.

(5)+r “Infant or toddler” or “child” means a child from

birth until the child’s third birthday.

(6)43> “In-hospital intervention services” means the
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provision of assessments; the provision of individual

individugatized services,; monttoring aond moedifyingEthedelivery

medieal—interventieonss and enhancing the environment for the

£
=

high-risk, developmentally disabled, or medically involved
infant or toddler in order to achieve optimum growth and
development.

(7) “Local program office” means an office that administers

the Early Steps Program within a municipality, county, or

region.
(8) 44> “Parent support and training” means a range of
services to families of high-risk, developmentally disabled, or

medically involved infants or toddlers, including family

counseling; fimanreiat—pltannings agency referral; development of
parent-to-parent support groups; education concerning growth,
development, and developmental intervention and objective
measurable skills, including abuse avoidance skills; and
training of parents to advocate for their child;—andbereavement
cognseting.

(9) “Rehabilitative services and devices” means restorative

and remedial services that maintain or enhance the current level

of functioning of a child if there is a possibility of

improvement or reversal of impairment.

Section 5. Section 391.308, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

391.308 Early Steps Infants—and TFeddlersFarty Intervention
Program.—The department shall bBepartment—ofHealthmay implement

and administer part C of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which shall be known as the
“Farly Steps “Flerida—Irfarnts—and Foddders—Farty Intervention
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(1) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.—The department shall ensure that

the Early Steps Program complies with the following performance

standards:

(a) The program must provide services from referral through

transition in a family-centered manner that recognizes and

responds to unique circumstances and needs of infants and

toddlers and their families as measured by a variety of

qualitative data, including satisfaction surveys, interviews,

focus groups, and input from stakeholders.

(b) The program must provide individualized family support

plans that are understandable and usable by families, health

care providers, and payers and that identify the current level

of functioning of the infant or toddler, family supports and

resources, expected outcomes, and specific early intervention

services needed to achieve the expected outcomes, as measured by

periodic system independent evaluation.

(c) The program must help each family to use available

resources in a way that maximizes the child’s access to services

necessary to achieve the outcomes of the individualized family

support plan, as measured by family feedback and by independent

assessments of services used by each child.

(d) The program must offer families access to quality

services that effectively enable infants and toddlers with

developmental disabilities and developmental delays to achieve

optimal functional levels as measured by an independent

evaluation of outcome indicators in social emotional skills,

communication, and adaptive behaviors.

(2) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.—The department shall:+
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272 (a) Todintlsz o1+ +h A DA vt~ £ TAa o+ 1 A alho11
Oty Wttt e oePaTr ot O —GutatIoy ST

273 |&Annually prepare a grant application to the United States

274 Department of Education for funding early intervention services
275 for infants and toddlers with disabilities, from birth through
276 |36 months of age, and their families pursuant to part C of the
277 federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

278 (b) 2 The—-departmenty Jointly with the Department of

279 |Education, provide shall—dnelude a reading initiative as an

280 |early intervention service for infants and toddlers.

281 (c) Annually develop a state plan for the Early Steps

282 Program.

283 1. The plan must assess the need for early intervention

284 services, evaluate the extent of the statewide need that is met

285 |by the program, identify barriers to fully meeting the need, and

286 recommend specific action steps to improve program performance.

287 2. The plan must be developed through an inclusive process

288 that involves families, local program offices, health care

289 providers, and other stakeholders.

290 (d) Ensure the provision of developmental evaluation and

291 intervention services in each hospital that provides Level II

292 and Level III neonatal intensive care services to an infant or a

293 |toddler identified as being at risk for developmental

294 disabilities who along with his or her family, would benefit

295 from early intervention services.

296 (e) Establish standards and qualifications for

297 |developmental evaluation and early intervention service

298 |providers, including standards for determining the adequacy of

299 |provider networks in each local program office service area.

300 (f) Establish statewide uniform protocols and procedures to
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determine eligibility for developmental evaluation and early

intervention services.

(g) Establish a consistent, statewide format and procedure

for preparing and completing an individualized family support

plan.

(h) Promote interagency cooperation and coordination, with

the Medicaid program, the Department of Education program

pursuant to part B of the federal Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act, and programs providing child screening such as

the Florida Diagnostic Learning and Resource System, the Early

Learning program, Healthy Start, and Help Me Grow program.

1. Coordination with the Medicaid program shall be

developed and maintained through written agreements with the

Agency for Health Care Administration and Medicaid managed care

entities as well as through active and ongoing communication

with these entities. The department shall assist local program

offices to negotiate agreements with Medicaid managed care

entities in the service areas of the local program offices. Such

agreements may be formal or informal.

2. Coordination with education programs pursuant to part B

of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act shall

be developed and maintained through written agreements with the

Department of Education. The department shall assist local

program offices to negotiate agreements with school districts in

the service areas of the local program offices.

(i) Develop and disseminate the knowledge and methods

necessary to effectively coordinate benefits among various payor

types.

(jJ) Provide an appeals process under chapter 120 for
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applicants found ineligible for developmental evaluation or

early intervention services or denied financial support for such

services.

(k) Competitively procure local program offices to provide

services throughout the state in accordance with chapter 287.

The department shall specify the requirements and qualifications

for local program offices in the procurement document.

(1) Establish performance standards and other metrics for

evaluation of local program offices, including standards for

measuring timeliness of services, outcomes of early intervention

services, and administrative efficiency. Performance standards

and metrics shall be developed in consultation with local

program offices.

(m) Provide technical assistance to the local program

offices.

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—The department shall apply the following

eligibility criteria as authorized in the General Appropriations

Act.

(a) All infants and toddlers in this state are eligible for

an evaluation to determine the presence of a developmental

disability or conditions that cause or increase the risk of

developmental delays.

(b) All infants and toddlers determined to have a

developmental disability based on an established condition or

determined to be at risk of developmental delays based on an

informed clinical opinion are eligible for Early Steps Program

services.

(c) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if

the application of a standardized evaluation instrument results
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in a score that is 1.5 standard deviations from the mean in two

or more of the following domains: physical, cognitive,

communication, social or emotional, and adaptive.

(d) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if

the application of a standardized evaluation instrument results

in a score that is 2.0 standard deviations from the mean in one

of the following domains: physical, cognitive, communication,

social or emotional, and adaptive.

(e) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if

diagnosed with a physical or mental condition that has a high

probability of resulting in a developmental delay.
(4) DUTIES OF THE LOCAL PROGRAM OFFICES.—A local program
office shall:

(a) Evaluate a child to determine eligibility within 45

calendar days after the child is referred to the program.

(b) Notify the parent or legal guardian of his or her

child’s eligibility status initially and at least annually

thereafter. If a child is determined not to be eligible, the

local program office must provide the parent or legal guardian

with written information on the right to an appeal and the

process for making such an appeal.

(c) Secure and maintain interagency agreements or contracts

with local school districts and the Medicaid managed care plans

in a local service area.

(d) Provide services directly or procure services from

health care providers that meet or exceed the minimum

qualifications established for service providers. The local

program office must become a Medicaid provider if it provides

services directly.
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(e) Provide directly or procure services that are, to the

extent possible, delivered in a child’s natural environment,

such as in the child’s home or community setting. The inability

to provide services in the natural environment is not a

sufficient reason to deny services.

(f) Develop an individualized family support plan for each

child served. The plan must:

1. Be completed within 45 calendar days after referral in

the program;

2. Be developed in conjunction with the child’s parent or

legal guardian who provides written consent for the services

included in the plan;

3. Be reviewed at least every six months with the parent or

legal guardian and updated if needed; and

4. Include steps to transition to school or other future

services by the child’s third birthday.

(g) Assess the progress of the child and his or her family

in meeting the goals of the individualized family support plan.

(h) For each service required by the individualized family

support plan, refer the child to an appropriate service provider

or work with Medicaid managed care entities or private insurers

to secure the needed services.

(1) Provide service coordination services, including

contacting the appropriate service provider to determine whether

the provider can timely deliver the service, providing the

parent or legal guardian with the name and location of the

service and the date of any appointment made on behalf of the

child, and contacting the parent or legal guardian after the

service is provided to ensure that the service is delivered
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timely and to determine whether the family requests additional

services.

(j) Negotiate and maintain agreements with Medicaid

providers and Medicaid managed care entities in its area.

1. With the parent’s or legal guardian’s permission, the

services in the child’s approved individualized family support

plan shall be communicated to the Medicaid managed care entity.

Services that cannot be funded by Medicaid must be specifically

identified and explained to the family.

2. The agreement between the local program office and

Medicaid managed care entities must establish methods of

communication and procedures for the timely approval of services

covered by Medicaid.

(k) Develop agreements and arrangements with private

insurers in order to coordinate benefits and services for any

mutual enrollee.

1. The child’s approved individualized family support plan

may be communicated to the child’s insurer with the parent’s or

legal guardian’s permission.

2. The local program office and private insurers shall

establish methods of communication and procedures for the timely

approval of services covered by the child’s insurer, if

appropriate and approved by the child’s parent or legal

guardian.

(1) Provide to the department data necessary for an

evaluation of the local program office performance.

(5) ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING.—By December 1 of each year,

the department shall prepare and submit a report that assesses

the performance of the Early Steps Program to the Governor, the
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President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the Florida Interagency Coordinating

Council for Infants and Toddlers. The department must address

the performance standards in subsection (1) and report actual

performance compared to the standards for the prior fiscal year.

The data used to compile the report must be submitted by each

local program office in the state. The department shall report

on all of the following measures:

(a) Number and percentage of infants and toddlers served

with an individualized family support plan.

(b) Number and percentage of infants and toddlers

demonstrating improved social/emotional skills after the

program.

(c) Number and percentage of infants and toddlers

demonstrating improved use of knowledge and cognitive skills

after the program.

(d) Number and percentage of families reporting positive

outcomes in their infant and toddler's development as a result

of early intervention services.

(e) Progress toward meeting the goals of individualized

family support plans.

(f) Any additional measures established by the department.
(6) STATE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL.—The Florida

Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers shall

serve as the state interagency coordinating council required by

34 C.F.R. s. 303.600. The council shall be housed for

administrative purposes in the department, and the department

shall provide administrative support to the council.

(7) TRANSITION TO EDUCATION.—
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(a) At least 90 days before a child reaches 3 years of age,

the local program office shall initiate transition planning to

ensure the child’s successful transition from the Early Steps

Program to a school district program for children with

disabilities or to another program as part of an individual

family support plan.

(b) At least 3 months before a child reaches 3 years of

age, the local program office shall:

1. Notify the local school district in which the child

resides and the Department of Education that the child may be

eligible for special education or related services as determined

by the local school district pursuant to ss. 1003.21 and

1003.57, unless the child’s parent or legal guardian has opted

out of such notification; and

2. Upon approval by the child’s parent or legal guardian,

convene a transition conference that includes participation of a

local school district representative and the parent or legal

guardian to discuss options for and availability of services.

(c) The local school district shall evaluate and determine

a child’s eligibility to receive special education or related

services pursuant to part B of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act and ss. 1003.21 and 1003.57.

(d) The local program office, in conjunction with the local

school district, shall modify a child’s individual family

support plan or, if applicable, the local school district shall

develop an individual education plan for the child pursuant to

ss. 1003.57, 1003.571, and 1003.5715, which identifies special

education or related services that the child will receive and

the providers or agencies that will provide such services.
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(e) If a child is determined to be ineligible for school

district program services, the local program office and the

local school district shall provide the child’s parent or legal

guardian with written information on other available services or

community resources.

(f) The local program office shall negotiate and maintain

an interagency agreement with each local school district in its

service area pursuant to the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1435(a) (10) (F). Each

interagency agreement must be reviewed at least annually and

updated upon review, if needed.

Section 6. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 413.092,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

413.092 Blind Babies Program.—

(1) The Blind Babies Program is created within the Division
of Blind Services of the Department of Education to provide
community-based early-intervention education to children from
birth through 5 years of age who are blind or visually impaired,
and to their parents, families, and caregivers, through
community-based provider organizations. The division shall
enlist parents, ophthalmologists, pediatricians, schools, the

Farly Steps Program Infant—and TFeoddlers Farly Intervention
Programs, and therapists to help identify and enroll blind and

visually impaired children, as well as their parents, families,
and caregivers, in these educational programs.

(2) The program is not an entitlement but shall promote
early development with a special emphasis on vision skills to
minimize developmental delays. The education shall lay the

groundwork for future learning by helping a child progress
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through normal developmental stages. It shall teach children to
discover and make the best use of their skills for future
success in school. It shall seek to ensure that visually
impaired and blind children enter school as ready to learn as
their sighted classmates. The program shall seek to link these
children, and their parents, families, and caregivers, to other
available services, training, education, and employment programs
that could assist these families in the future. This linkage may
include referrals to the school districts and the Early Steps

Irnfants—and Toddters—Early Itntervention Program for assessments

to identify any additional services needed which are not

provided by the Blind Babies Program. The division shall develop
a formula for eligibility based on financial means and may
create a means-based matrix to set a copayment fee for families
having sufficient financial means.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 1003.575, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.575 Assistive technology devices; findings;
interagency agreements.—Accessibility, utilization, and
coordination of appropriate assistive technology devices and
services are essential as a young person with disabilities moves
from early intervention to preschool, from preschool to school,
from one school to another, and from school to employment or
independent living. If an individual education plan team makes a
recommendation in accordance with State Board of Education rule
for a student with a disability, as defined in s. 1003.01(3), to
receive an assistive technology assessment, that assessment must
be completed within 60 school days after the team’s

recommendation. To ensure that an assistive technology device
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issued to a young person as part of his or her individualized
family support plan, individual support plan, or an individual
education plan remains with the individual through such
transitions, the following agencies shall enter into interagency
agreements, as appropriate, to ensure the transaction of

assistive technology devices:

(1) The Early Steps FlroridaTInfantsand TFeoddtersFarlty

Irtervention Program in the Division of Children’s Medical

Services of the Department of Health.

Interagency agreements entered into pursuant to this section
shall provide a framework for ensuring that young persons with
disabilities and their families, educators, and employers are
informed about the utilization and coordination of assistive
technology devices and services that may assist in meeting
transition needs, and shall establish a mechanism by which a
young person or his or her parent may request that an assistive
technology device remain with the young person as he or she
moves through the continuum from home to school to postschool.

Section 8. Section 391.303, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 9. Section 391.304, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 10. Section 391.305, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 11. Section 391.306, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 12. Section 391.307, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 13. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016.

And the title is amended as follows:
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591 Delete everything before the enacting clause
592 and insert:
593 A bill to be entitled
594 An act relating to prenatal services and early
595 childhood development; amending s. 383.141, F.S.;
596 revising the requirements for the Department of Health
597 to maintain a clearinghouse of information for parents
598 and health care providers on developmental evaluation
599 and early intervention programs; requiring the
600 clearinghouse to use a specified term; revising the
601 information to be included in the clearinghouse;
602 amending s. 391.025, F.S.; revising the components of
603 the Children’s Medical Services program; amending s.
604 391.026, F.S.; requiring the department to serve as
605 the lead agency to administer the Early Steps Program;
606 amending s. 391.301, F.S.; deleting a provision
607 relating to legislative findings and establishing the
608 FEarly Steps Program within the department; providing
609 requirements and responsibilities for the program;
610 amending s. 391.302, F.S.; defining terms; revising
611 the definitions of certain terms; amending s. 391.308,
612 F.S.; renaming the “Infants and Toddlers Early
613 Intervention Program” as the “Early Steps Program”;
614 requiring, rather than authorizing, the department to
615 implement and administer the program; providing
616 performance standards; revising the duties of the
617 department; establishing eligibility criteria for the
618 program; providing duties for local program offices;
619 requiring the development of an individualized family

Page 22 of 23
11/18/2015 9:39:15 AM CF.CF.01348




Florida Senate - 2016 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7034

AR ===
620 support plan for each child served in the program;

621 requiring referral for services by a local program

622 office under certain circumstances; requiring the

623 local program office to negotiate and maintain

624 agreements with specified providers and managed care
625 plans; requiring the local program office to

626 coordinate with managed care plans; requiring the

627 department to submit an annual report to the Governor,
628 the Legislature, and the Florida Interagency

629 Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers;

630 designating the Florida Interagency Coordinating

631 Council for Infants and Toddlers as the state

632 interagency coordinating council required by federal
633 rule; providing requirements for the local program

634 office and local school district to prepare children
635 for the transition to school; amending s. 413.092,

636 F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the

637 act; amending s. 1003.575, F.S.; conforming provisions
638 to changes made by the act; repealing ss. 391.303,

639 391.304, 391.305, 391.306, and 391.307, F.S., relating
640 to requirements for the Children’s Medical Services
641 program, program coordination, program standards,

642 program funding and contracts, and program review,

643 respectively; providing an effective date.

644
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FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Children, Families, and
Elder Affairs

586-00885B-16 20167034pb
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to prenatal services and early
childhood development; amending s. 383.141, F.S.;
revising the requirements for the Department of Health
to maintain a clearinghouse of information for parents
and health care providers on developmental evaluation
and early intervention programs; requiring the
clearinghouse to use a specified term; revising the
information to be included in the clearinghouse;
amending s. 391.025, F.S.; revising the components of
the Children’s Medical Services program; amending s.
391.026, F.S.; requiring the department to serve as
the lead agency to administer the Early Steps Program;
amending s. 391.301, F.S.; deleting a provision
relating to legislative findings and establishing the
Early Steps Program within the department; providing
requirements and responsibilities for the program;
amending s. 391.302, F.S.; defining terms; revising
the definitions of certain terms; amending s. 391.308,
F.S.; renaming the “Infants and Toddlers Early
Intervention Program” as the “Early Steps Program”;
requiring, rather than authorizing, the department to
implement and administer the program; providing
performance standards; revising the duties of the
department; establishing eligibility criteria for the
program; providing duties for local program offices;
requiring the development of an individual family
support plan for each child served in the program;

requiring referral for services by a local program
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office under certain circumstances; requiring the
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local program office to negotiate and maintain
agreements with specified providers and managed care
plans; requiring the local program office to
coordinate with managed care plans; requiring the
department to submit an annual report to the Governor,
the Legislature, and the Florida Interagency
Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers;
designating the Florida Interagency Coordinating
Council for Infants and Toddlers as the state
interagency coordinating council required by federal
rule; providing requirements for the local program
office and local school district to prepare children
for the transition to school; amending s. 413.092,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending s. 1003.575, F.S.; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; repealing ss. 391.303,
391.304, 391.305, 391.306, and 391.307, F.S., relating
to requirements for the Children’s Medical Services
program, program coordination, program standards,
program funding and contracts, and program review,

respectively; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 383.141,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
383.141 Prenatally diagnosed conditions; patient to be

provided information; definitions; information clearinghouse;
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advisory council.—

(2) When a developmental disability is diagnosed based on
the results of a prenatal test, the health care provider who
ordered the prenatal test, or his or her designee, shall provide
the patient with current information about the nature of the
developmental disability, the accuracy of the prenatal test, and
resources for obtaining relevant support services, including
hotlines, resource centers, and information clearinghouses
related to Down syndrome or other prenatally diagnosed
developmental disabilities; support programs for parents and
families; and developmental evaluation and intervention services
under this part s+—391+363.

(3) The Department of Health shall develop and implement a

comprehensive information clearinghouse to educate health care

providers, inform parents, and increase public awareness

regarding brain development, developmental disabilities and

delays, and all services, resources, and interventions available

to mitigate the effects of impaired development among children.

The clearinghouse must use the term “unique abilities” as much

as possible when identifying infants or children with

developmental disabilities and delays. The clearinghouse must

provide:

(a) Health information on conditions that may lead to

impaired development of physical, learning, language, or

behavioral skills.

(b) Education and information to support parents whose

unborn children have been prenatally diagnosed with

developmental disabilities or whose children have diagnosed or

suspected developmental delays.
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(c) Education and training for health care providers to

recognize and respond appropriately to developmental

disabilities, delays, and conditions related to disabilities or

delays. Specific information approved by the advisory council

shall be made available to health care providers for use in

counseling parents whose unborn children have been prenatally

diagnosed with developmental disabilities or whose children have

diagnosed or suspected developmental delays.

(d) Promotion of public awareness of availability of

supportive services, such as resource centers, educational

programs, other support programs for parents and families, and

developmental evaluation and intervention services.

(e) Hotlines specific to Down syndrome and other prenatally

diagnosed developmental disabilities. The hotlines and the

department’s clearinghouse must provide information to parents

and families or other caregivers regarding the Early Steps

Program under s. 391.301 and any other developmental evaluation

and intervention program. Information offered must include

directions on how to obtain early intervention, rehabilitative,

and habilitative services and devices tabtichen—ttstnterret
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(4) (a) There is established an advisory council within the
Department of Health which consists of health care providers and
caregivers who perform health care services for persons who have
developmental disabilities, including Down syndrome and autism.
This group shall consist of nine members as follows:

1. Three members appointed by the Governor;

2. Three members appointed by the President of the Senate;
and

3. Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

(b) The advisory council shall provide technical assistance
to the Department of Health in the establishment of the
information clearinghouse and give the department the benefit of
the council members’ knowledge and experience relating to the
needs of patients and families of patients with developmental
disabilities and available support services.

(c) Members of the council shall elect a chairperson and a
vice chairperson. The elected chairperson and vice chairperson
shall serve in these roles until their terms of appointment on
the council expire.

(d) The advisory council shall meet quarterly to review
this clearinghouse of information, and may meet more often at
the call of the chairperson or as determined by a majority of
members.

(e) The council members shall be appointed to 4-year terms,
except that, to provide for staggered terms, one initial
appointee each from the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be
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appointed to a 2-year term, one appointee each from these
officials shall be appointed to a 3-year term, and the remaining
initial appointees shall be appointed to 4-year terms. All
subsequent appointments shall be for 4-year terms. A vacancy
shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the
same manner as the original appointment.

(f) Members of the council shall serve without
compensation. Meetings of the council may be held in person,
without reimbursement for travel expenses, or by teleconference
or other electronic means.

(g) The Department of Health shall provide administrative
support for the advisory council.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
391.025, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

391.025 Applicability and scope.—

(1) The Children’s Medical Services program consists of the
following components:

(c) The developmental evaluation and intervention program,

including the Early Steps Flerida—TInfants and TeddlersEarl
Iratervention Program.

Section 3. Subsection (19) is added to section 391.026,
Florida Statutes, to read:

391.026 Powers and duties of the department.—The department
shall have the following powers, duties, and responsibilities:

(19) To serve as the lead agency to administer the Early

Steps Program pursuant to part C of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act and part III of this chapter.

Section 4. Section 391.301, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
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(1) The Early Steps Program is established within the

department to serve infants and children who are at risk of

developmental disabilities and infants and children with

developmental delays by providing developmental evaluation and

early intervention and by providing families with training and

support services in a variety of home and community settings The
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(2) The program must include Ft—ds—+thedintentof+th

Legistature—+to—establish developmental evaluation and early

intervention services at all hospitals providing Level II or

Level III neonatal intensive care services, in order to promptly

identify newborns with disabilities or with conditions
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associated with risks of developmental delays so that families
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infants may gain as early as possible

the services and skills they need to support their infants’

N I £
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£ f—the—+tegistatur

development infants.

(3) The program must F—
+hot +hadal b =i ]
rat—a—methodotogy be—d 3

ped—te integrate information and

coordinate services emn—infants—with potentially disabling
eonditions with other early developmental evaluation and

intervention programs, including, but not limited to, PaexrtC—of
Pub—LE—Ne—3165-17—-and the Healthy Start program, the newborn

screening program, and the Blind Babies Program.

(4) The program must:

(a) Enhance the development of infants and toddlers with

disabilities in order to mitigate any potential developmental

delay.

(b) Expand the recognition by health care providers,

families, and the public of the significant brain development

that occurs during a child’s first 3 years of life.

(c) Affirm the importance of the family in all areas of the

child’s development and to support the family’s participation in

early intervention services and decisions affecting the child.

(d) Operate a comprehensive, coordinated interagency system

of early intervention services and supports in accordance with

part C of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education

Act.

(e) Ensure timely evaluation, individual planning, and

early intervention services necessary to meet the unique needs

of eligible children.

(f) Build the service capacity and enhance the competencies
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of health care providers serving children with unique needs and

abilities.

(g) Ensure programmatic and fiscal accountability through

establishment of a high-capacity data system, active monitoring

of performance indicators, and ongoing quality improvement.

Section 5. Section 391.302, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

391.302 Definitions.—As used in ss. 391.301-391.308 ss=
394-364+-391-36+, the term:

(1) “Developmental delay” means a condition, identified and

measured through appropriate instruments and procedures, which

may delay physical, cognitive, communication, social or

emotional, or adaptive development.

(2) “Developmental disability” means a condition,

identified and measured through appropriate instruments and

procedures, which may impair physical, cognitive, communication,

social or emotional, or adaptive development.

(3) “Developmental intervention” or “early intervention”

means individual individualized therapies and services needed to

enhance both the infant’s or toddler’s growth and development

and family functioning. The term includes habilitative services

and devices, rehabilitative services and devices, and parent

support and training.

(4) “Habilitative services and devices” means health care

services and devices that help a child maintain, learn, or

improve skills and functioning for daily liwving.

(5)42y “Infant or toddler” or “child” means a child from

birth until the child’s third birthday.

(6)+43)> “In-hospital intervention services” means the
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of medical interventions; and enhancing the environment for the
high-risk, developmentally disabled, or medically involved
infant or toddler in order to achieve optimum growth and
development.

(7) “Local program office” means an office that administers

the Early Steps Program within a municipality, county, or

region.

(8)+44) “Parent support and training” means a range of
services to families of high-risk, developmentally disabled, or
medically involved infants or toddlers, including family
counseling; financial planning; agency referral; development of
parent-to-parent support groups; education concerning growth,
development, and developmental intervention and objective
measurable skills, including abuse avoidance skills; training of
parents to advocate for their child; and bereavement counseling.

(9) “Rehabilitative services and devices” means restorative

and remedial services and mechanisms that maintain or enhance

the current level of functioning of a child if there is a

possibility of improvement or reversal of impairment.

Section 6. Section 391.308, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

391.308 Early Steps FInfants—and FoddlersFarly Intervention

Program.—The department shall Bepartment—of Health may implement

and administer part C of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which shall be known as the

“Early Steps “Flerida Infants and Toddlers Barly Intervention

Program.”
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291 (1) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.—The department shall ensure that 320| annually prepare a grant application to the United States
292 the Early Steps Program complies with the following performance 321 Department of Education for funding early intervention services
293| standards: 322 for infants and toddlers with disabilities, from birth through
294 (a) The program must provide services from referral through 323| 36 months of age, and their families pursuant to part C of the
295| transition in a family-centered manner that recognizes and 324 federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
296| responds to unique circumstances and needs of children and their 325 (b) 42> FThe—department; Jointly with the Department of
297 families as measured by a variety of qualitative data, including 326| Education, provide shall—inetude a reading initiative as an
298 satisfaction surveys, interviews, focus groups, and input from 327 early intervention service for infants and toddlers.
299 stakeholders. 328 (c) Annually develop a state plan for the Early Steps
300 (b) The program must provide individual family support 329 Program.
301| plans that are understandable and usable by families, health 330 1. The plan must assess the need for early intervention
302| care providers, and payors and that identify the current level 331| services, evaluate the extent of the statewide need that is met
303 of functioning of the family, family supports and resources, 332 by the program, identify barriers to fully meeting the need, and
304 expected outcomes, and specific early intervention services 333 recommend specific action steps to improve program performance.
305 needed to achieve the expected outcomes, as measured by user 334 2. The plan must be developed through an inclusive process
306 feedback and periodic independent evaluation. 335 that involves families, local program offices, health care
307 (c) The program must help each family to use available 336| providers, and other stakeholders.
308| resources in a way that maximizes the child’s access to services 337 (d) Ensure the provision of developmental evaluation and
309| necessary to achieve the outcomes of the individual family 338| intervention services in each hospital that provides Level II
310| support plan, as measured by family feedback and by independent 339| and Level III neonatal intensive care services to an infant or a
311| assessments of services used by each child. 340| toddler identified as being at risk for developmental
312 (d) The program must offer families access to quality 341 disabilities or identified as medically involved who, along with
313| services that effectively enable children with developmental 342| his or her family, would benefit from early intervention
314| disabilities and developmental delays to achieve optimal 343| services.
315 functional levels as measured by an independent evaluation of 344 (e) Establish standards and qualifications for
316| outcome indicators in social relationships, communication, and 345| developmental evaluation and early intervention service
317| adaptive behaviors. 346| providers, including standards for determining the adequacy of
318 (2) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.—The department shall:+ 347 provider networks in each local program office service area.
319 (a) Jointly with the Department of Education, shaid 348 (f) Establish statewide uniform protocols and procedures to

Page 11 of 22 Page 12 of 22
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2016 (PROPOSED BILL) SPB 7034

586-00885B-16 20167034pb

determine eligibility for developmental evaluation and early

intervention services.

(g) Establish a consistent, statewide format and procedure

for preparing and completing an individual family support plan.

(h) Promote interagency cooperation and coordination,

particularly with the Medicaid program and the Department of

Education program pursuant to part B of the federal Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act.

1. Coordination with the Medicaid program shall be

developed and maintained through written agreements with the

Agency for Health Care Administration and Medicaid managed care

entities as well as through active and ongoing communication

with these entities. The department shall assist local program

offices to negotiate agreements with Medicaid managed care

entities in the service areas of the local program offices.

2. Coordination with education programs pursuant to part B

of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act shall

be developed and maintained through written agreements with the

Department of Education. The department shall assist local

program offices to negotiate agreements with school districts in

the service areas of the local program offices.

(i) Develop and disseminate the knowledge and methods

necessary to effectively coordinate benefits among various payor

types.
(j) Provide an appeals process under chapter 120 for

applicants found ineligible for developmental evaluation or

early intervention services or denied financial support for such

services.

(k) Competitively procure local program offices to provide
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services throughout the state in accordance with chapter 287.

The department shall specify the requirements and qualifications

for local program offices in the procurement document.

(1) Establish performance standards and other metrics for

evaluation of local program offices, including standards for

measuring timeliness of services, outcomes of early intervention

services, and administrative efficiency.

(m) Provide technical assistance to the local program

offices.

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—The department shall apply the following

eligibility criteria as authorized in the General Appropriations

Act.

(a) All children in this state are eligible for an

evaluation to determine the presence of a developmental

disability or conditions that cause or increase the risk of

developmental delays.

(b) All children determined to have a developmental

disability based on an established condition or determined to be

at risk of developmental delays based on an informed clinical

opinion are eligible for Early Steps Program services.

(c) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if

the application of a standardized evaluation instrument results

in a score that is 1.5 standard deviations from the mean in two

or more of the following domains: physical, cognitive,

communication, social or emotional, and adaptive.

(d) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if

the application of a standardized evaluation instrument results

in a score that is 2.0 standard deviations from the mean in one

of the following domains: physical, cognitive, communication,
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407 social or emotional, and adaptive. 436 1. Be completed within 45 calendar days after enrollment in
408 (e) A child is eligible for Early Steps Program services if 437 the program;
409 diagnosed with a physical or mental condition that has a high 438 2. Be developed in conjunction with the child’s parent or
410| probability of resulting in a developmental delay. 439| legal guardian who provides written consent for the services
411 (4) DUTIES OF THE LOCAL PROGRAM OFFICES.—A local program 440| included in the plan;
412 office shall: 441 3. Be reviewed at least annually with the parent or legal
413 (a) Evaluate a child to determine eligibility within 45 442| guardian and updated if needed; and
414 calendar days after the child is referred to the program. 443 4. Include steps to transition to school or other future
415 (b) Notify the parent or legal guardian of his or her 444 services by the child’s third birthday.
416 child’s eligibility status initially and at least annually 445 (g) Assess the progress of the child and his or her family
417 thereafter. If a child is determined not to be eligible, the 446 in meeting the goals of the individual family support plan.
418| local program office must provide the parent or legal guardian 447 (h) For each service required by the individual family
419| with written information on the right to an appeal and the 448 support plan, refer the child to an appropriate service provider
420| process for making such an appeal. 449| or work with Medicaid managed care entities or private insurers
421 (c) Secure and maintain interagency agreements or contracts 450| to secure the needed services.
422 with local school districts and the Medicaid managed care plans 451 (i) Provide care coordination services, including
423 in a local service area. 452 contacting the appropriate service provider to determine whether
424 (d) Provide services directly or procure services from 453| the provider can timely deliver the service, providing the
425| health care providers that meet or exceed the minimum 454 parent or legal guardian with the name and location of the
426| qualifications established for service providers. The local 455| service provider and the date of any appointment made on behalf
427| program office must become a Medicaid provider if it provides 456 of the child, and contacting the parent or legal guardian after
428| services directly. 457| the service is provided to ensure that the service is delivered
429 (e) Provide directly or procure services that are, to the 458 timely and to determine whether additional services are needed.
430 extent possible, delivered in a child’s natural environment, 459 (j) Negotiate and maintain agreements with Medicaid
431 such as in the child’s home or community setting. The inability 460| providers and Medicaid managed care entities in its area.
432| to provide services in the natural environment is not a 461 1. With the parent’s or legal guardian’s permission, the
433| sufficient reason to deny services. 462 services in the child’s approved individual family support plan
434 (f) Develop an individual family support plan for each 463| shall be communicated to the Medicaid managed care entity.
435 child served. The plan must: 464 Services that cannot be funded by Medicaid must be specifically
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465| identified and explained to the family. 494 (a) Number and percentage of children served.
466 2. The agreement between the local program office and 495 (b) Number and percentage of children demonstrating
467| Medicaid managed care entities must establish methods of 496| improved social or emotional skills after the program.
468| communication and procedures for the timely approval of services 497 (c) Number and percentage of children demonstrating
469| covered by Medicaid. 498| improved use of knowledge and cognitive skills after the
470 (k) Develop agreements and arrangements with private 499| program.
471 insurers in order to coordinate benefits and services for any 500 (d) Number and percentage of families reporting positive
472| mutual enrollee. 501 outcomes in the development of children as a result of early
473 1. The child’s approved individual family support plan may 502 intervention services.
474 be communicated to the child’s insurer with the parent’s or 503 (e) Progress toward meeting the goals of individual family
475 legal guardian’s permission. 504 support plans.
476 2. The local program office and private insurers shall 505 (f) Any additional measures established by the department.
477 establish methods of communication and procedures for the timely 506 (6) STATE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL.—The Florida
478 approval of services covered by the child’s insurer, if 507 Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers shall
479| appropriate and approved by the child’s parent or legal 508 serve as the state interagency coordinating council required by
480 guardian. 509 34 C.F.R. s. 303.600. The council shall be housed for
481 (1) Provide to the department data necessary for an 510 administrative purposes in the department, and the department
482| evaluation of the local program office performance. 511 shall provide administrative support to the council.
483 (5) ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING.—By October 1 of each year, 512 (7) TRANSITION TO EDUCATION.—
484 the department shall prepare and submit a report that assesses 513 (a) At least 6 months before a child reaches 3 years of
485 the performance of the Early Steps Program to the Governor, the 514 age, the local program office shall:
486 President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of 515 1. Initiate transition planning to ensure the child’s
487| Representatives, and the Florida Interagency Coordinating 516| successful transition from the Early Steps Program to a school
488| Council for Infants and Toddlers. The department must address 517| district program for children with disabilities or to another
489| the performance standards in subsection (1) and report actual 518| program as part of an individual family support plan.
490| performance compared to the standards for the prior fiscal year. 519 2. Notify the appropriate local school district located in
491| The data used to compile the report must be submitted by each 520| its service area that the child may be eligible for specialized
492 local program office in the state. The department shall report 521 instruction or related services as determined by the local
493| on all of the following measures: 522 school district pursuant to ss. 1003.21 and 1003.57.
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(b) The local program office shall convene a transition

conference that includes participation by a local school

district representative and a child’s parent or legal guardian

to discuss options for and availability of services at least 3

months before the child reaches 3 years of age.

(c) The local school district shall evaluate and determine

a child’s eligibility for receiving specialized instruction or

related services pursuant to ss. 1003.21 and 1003.57.

(d) The local program office, in conjunction with the local

school district, shall modify a child’s individual family

support plan, or, if applicable, the local school district shall

develop an individual education plan for the child pursuant to
ss. 1003.57, 1003.571, and 1003.5715, which identifies

specialized instruction or related services that the child will

receive and the providers or agencies that will provide such

services.

(e) If a child is determined to be ineligible for school

district program services, the local program office shall

provide the child’s parent or legal guardian with written

information on other available services or community resources.

(f) The local program office shall negotiate and maintain

an interagency agreement with each local school district in its

service area pursuant to the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1435(a) (10) (F). Each

interagency agreement must be reviewed at least annually and

updated upon review, if needed.

Section 7. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 413.092,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

413.092 Blind Babies Program.—
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(1) The Blind Babies Program is created within the Division

of Blind Services of the Department of Education to provide

community-based early-intervention education to children from

birth through 5 years of age who are blind or visually impaired,

and to their parents,

families, and caregivers, through

community-based provider organizations. The division shall

enlist parents, ophthalmologists, pediatricians, schools, the

Early Steps Program Infant—eand TeddlersEarty Intervention

Preograms, and therapists to help identify and enroll blind and

visually impaired children, as well as their parents, families,

and caregivers, in these educational programs.

(2) The program is not an entitlement but shall promote

early development with a special emphasis on vision skills to

minimize developmental delays. The education shall lay the

groundwork for future learning by helping a child progress

through normal developmental stages. It shall teach children to

discover and make the best use of their skills for future

success in school. It shall seek to ensure that visually

impaired and blind children enter school as ready to learn as

their sighted classma

tes.

The program shall seek to link these

children, and their parents, families, and caregivers, to other

available services, training, education, and employment programs

that could assist these families in the future. This linkage may

include referrals to the school districts and the Early Steps

d Toddl

Infant
trfants—andTeddlter

Intervention Program for assessments

to identify any additional services needed which are not

provided by the Blind Babies Program. The division shall develop

a formula for eligibility based on financial means and may

create a means-based matrix to set a copayment fee for families
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having sufficient financial means.

Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 1003.575, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.575 Assistive technology devices; findings;
interagency agreements.—Accessibility, utilization, and
coordination of appropriate assistive technology devices and
services are essential as a young person with disabilities moves
from early intervention to preschool, from preschool to school,
from one school to another, and from school to employment or
independent living. If an individual education plan team makes a
recommendation in accordance with State Board of Education rule
for a student with a disability, as defined in s. 1003.01(3), to
receive an assistive technology assessment, that assessment must
be completed within 60 school days after the team’s
recommendation. To ensure that an assistive technology device
issued to a young person as part of his or her individualized
family support plan, individual support plan, or an individual
education plan remains with the individual through such
transitions, the following agencies shall enter into interagency
agreements, as appropriate, to ensure the transaction of

assistive technology devices:

(1) The Early Steps Fleride—TInfants and Teoddlers Farly
Fratervention Program in the Division of Children’s Medical

Services of the Department of Health.

Interagency agreements entered into pursuant to this section
shall provide a framework for ensuring that young persons with

disabilities and their families, educators, and employers are

informed about the utilization and coordination of assistive
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technology devices and services that may assist in meeting

transition needs,

and shall establish a mechanism by which a

young person or his or her parent may request that an assistive

technology device remain with the young person as he or she

moves through the continuum from home to school to postschool.
Section 391.303,

Section
Section
Section
Section
Section

Section
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Florida Statutes,

is repealed.

Section

391.304,

Florida

Statutes,

is repealed.

Section

391.305,

Florida

Statutes,

is repealed.

Section

391.306,

Florida

Statutes,

is repealed.

Section

391.307,

Florida

Statutes,

is repealed.

This act shall take effect July 1,
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Representing Pc?(“&‘} aj‘t Pic 1aus

Appearing at request of Chair: [ ] Yes [ INo Lobbyist registered with Legislature: IXI Yes [ |No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time ma y 1ot permit all persons wishing fo speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked fo limit their remarks So that as many persons as possible can be heard,

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. T




THE FLORIDA SENATE /3,2; /g
APPEARANCE RECORD )

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff canducting the meeting) 58 —70 SC?Z

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

Topic &’LQC/( (Pt"%c‘"’/vjm/{i\@?«\ ' ’41&‘7/ g ié;@

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Na me IKY‘) \l T ; C’%{m‘ﬁ i‘e.m _,_:.v«:g,«w'»\r"‘-':(‘*‘*«:-ﬁ‘_
v - - 3 4 ) ‘__' . (:{\
Job Title 'D\\@J(:;%‘@ﬁ/“ ‘ ’F:-% M CM_ @W ‘:Z?//‘\,/ ( )j’\(},{ jkéxv"”ftﬁ\f,s-h\. f( LA «#7 /’ A U»é/ml!‘ y R 2 ? (:!) CA’.?

- . a }oes
Address _ 1339 & f’-ﬂ—/fc“"'ﬁ‘m‘—/ = Phone 8/523 22 15302
Street ,
~Teld Al FrL- 3228 | Email_\dj rihon 120 e e,
City State Zip ! :
Speaking: For [_[Against |~ Jinformation Waive Speaking: [ |in Support [ ]Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record. )

Representing

Appearing at request of Chair: || Yes [:tj/l_(o Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [ ] Yes Bﬁo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time ma y not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard,

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.




THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANGCE RECORD /¢

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

Meeting Date

Topic ‘Pr% mu <@ﬂ) | C:Q/\ (

EnoLY SIES)

f

-
fu

e Q&gg, /f;@,/][
Fo3y

Bill Number (iF applicable)

Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name T_&; sicA Sc He
Job Title \ if‘ﬁo*”d ’ Pwé//(_" Pp [(Cc?/
Address 3350 Sus 3™ pue Phone 305 -33\ <6 (43
Street o '
M smng —¢ Email S che x, é% L T[tegl .
City . ’ State Zip L tj f'7 3:%
Speaking: [ [For [ ] Against || Information Waive Speaking: Mrn Support [ | Against

Representing

(The Chair will read this information into fhe record.)

r.J

Yes

Appearing at request of Chair:

No

AN

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony,
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their re

This form is part of the public record for this meeting.

Onited 0ae, of Miaonis Nede

Lobbyist registered with Legislature:

[N Yes [ |No

time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
marks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

S-001 (10/14/14)
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THE FLORIDA SENATE /
K
APPEARANCE RECORD [ﬁ

/ // ? %5\ {Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) /% > 3 C/

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)

_ ' 3
TOpiC %MA/MV/&'@SA\ ‘E;'f/ ¥ é %//Z@/ ' f&nen{!;/erijiﬁf applicable)
Name (Doé)/?»——/)@ 29 | - M%WM
Job Titlehifx 144 &u/—[jmﬂ d oo ﬂ(az,—

Address - 7/ 24 ng’/] . ﬁf-/ (ﬁj/]é&@§ Phone (’/yf *“#/ X o
T o A 2%/ email_ o eyl ?(% drg-

City State Zip

Speaking: [X] For [ [Against |~ ]information Waive Speaking: [ |in Support [ ] Against
(The Chair will read this information into the recor7

Representing ﬁ& /o KC/&” doa/f/%{)/ho.@é/ ﬂ/gd é// )ééj’ [ OUupnu

o

Appearing at request of Chair; [ ] Yes @NO Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes [ ]No

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. §-001 (10/14/14)
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L} p A (c;,&sﬁ?w’
APPEARANCE RECORD DL
(Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) : ey
SYR Dazy

U s

Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
Name ?ﬁ(&% Q\%l%ﬂ E@_\S -

Job Title
Address _ S0 13 (° caldevneA_(1a\e (- Phone _ <S¢y -2 &4 1 el
Street o | T | ..
UatlmVasua i Ty Email-0 & DS 5@: 3 {a;%*(wﬁ Nl
City State Zip _ _ i
Speaking: [ |For [ ] Against L] Information Waive Speaking: @Tn Support | | Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record. )

Representing ol Dy ¥ v &m\; ¥ Low 3_&@

Appearing at request of Chair: [ | Yes No Lobbyist registered with Legislatyre: \SYes [ INo
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THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD (/417 /fmiﬂ@mw

(Deliver BOTH copies of this form 1o the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)

/1505 3 p3Y

Meeting Date Bill Number (If applicable)

Topic Em C ‘/ AN TPQS - Amendment Barcode (if applicable)

Name

Job Title ___ Piiesnmininends
Address - E M gpe Phone _§S0- 488 -91Y 6
Street
| alls Lasee o a3z Email_t-zrmncer @) cop ( - ore
City State Zip o J
Speaking: [ _|For [ ]Against [ |information Waive Speaking: N In Support [ ] Against
(The Chair will read His information into the record.)

Representing U A l_/'e&( bL)'ﬁtcf QQ ﬁ:/ 01\12‘2{4\

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes [X]No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [[¥] Yes [ INo

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak ma y be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)




THE FLORIDA SENATE

APPEARANCE RECORD

/ (Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) ‘ .
11109 /rs 703y
Meeting Date Bill Number (if applicable)
Topic 74”6} N %6\', / 53-/‘ vice s Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
3
Name 6"!!“&5 a4 vy
Job Title
. - f
Address Q a ,\(}/7/“/ g~ ﬁx Phone
Street
Art'g 0 L7 33723 Email
City 4 State Zip
Speaking: [ |For [ _]Against [3<] Information Waive Speaking: [ |in Support [ ] Against

(The Chair will read this information into the record.)

Representing cgb’”ﬁ;’i g )4/%/"// <

Appearing at request of Chair: Yes [ Y] No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: [ ] Yes S No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as man Y persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10141 4\
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y APPEARANCE RECORD
f / / . / N {Deliver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting)
7 ;o
YOwE 7 S
Mee}{ng Date ' Bill Number (if applicable)
. 7 fd— [ St
TOplC o /é J<;; / e / ﬁ/ Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
T 7
Name | DEFLS 17 o SRAYS
£ H . /ﬁ A o 3 }M-
Job Title Le) %? . / ! -"”"‘}W"*J"’%"
Address 25 3 ﬂ:&x@ AEn S Phone /7 X & ;’fééj S
Street U | » -
’/f;z (TS e /. Email_7/ /b @ wE/’j/ (ol fis. O
City ’ State Zip J /
. [
Speaking: [ |For [ | Against [><] Information Waive Speaking: [ |In Support [ | Against
' (The Chair will read this information into the record.)
'. . ? . # T o ] / & . ' o ;f:..':' R -'j:: ﬁ Z/ T 3,
Representing 77—»!{’ /{? J C/f. / ffvf( € /} ’?;f G f’&);;%-- &..e::f-c;‘:‘af *} O Gf R L /1&-% s Of/{ &
: ’ ¥ H/f (J v
Appearing at request of Chair: Yes [ |No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: E Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time ma y not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form is part of the public record for this meeting. $-001 (10/14/14)




THE FLORIDA SENATE

- APPEARANCE RECORD
}l f l [q { l 5 {Detiver BOTH copies of this form to the Senator or Senate Professional Staff conducting the meeting) \5 P@ % 5 L{

- Mée}fhg Date _ . Bill Number (if applicable)

TOpiC EM [-(/3 éw\s _ Amendment Barcode (if applicable)
name_Danielle  Auchn

Job Title ' ' '

Address_ QYL Pose, Rl _ Phone__ 4082 (aS

g . Stregt

- Tolahassee (L 323/ emaidaniele_barrsonl 4@
Zip

L City State AQ""MGU [. CQ—’VI

Speaking: z For |_]Against [ _]information Waive Speaking: [ [In Support || Against
(The Chair will read this information into the record. )

Representing W@M%/% /,'Lf/\, E an [(.j 5% @}L{J(OQ_ —

Appearing at request of Chair; | | Yes g No Lobbyist registered with Legislature: Yes No

While it is a Senate tradition to encourage public testimony, time may not permit all persons wishing to speak to be heard at this -
meeting. Those who do speak may be asked to limit their remarks so that as many persons as possible can be heard.

This form Is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)




2016 Regular Session

The Florida Senate
COMMITTEE VOTE RECORD

COMMITTEE: Children, Families, and Elder Affairs
ITEM: SPB 7034
FINAL ACTION: Submitted as Committee Bill
MEETING DATE: Thursday, November 19, 2015
TIME: 9:00—11:00 a.m.
PLACE: 301 Senate Office Building
11/19/2015 1
Amendment 448330
FINAL VOTE
Sobel
Yea Nay SENATORS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
Dean
Detert
X Garcia
X Hutson
Ring
X Altman, VICE CHAIR
X Sobel, CHAIR
4 0 FAV -
Yea Nay TOTALS Yea Nay Yea Nay Yea Nay
CODES: FAV=Favorable RCS=Replaced by Committee Substitute TP=Temporarily Postponed WD=Withdrawn
UNF=Unfavorable RE=Replaced by Engrossed Amendment VA=Vote After Roll Call 0OO=0ut of Order

-R=Reconsidered

REPORTING INSTRUCTION: Publish

11192015.1129

RS=Replaced by Substitute Amendment

VC=Vote Change After Roll Call

AV=Abstain from Voting

S-010 (10/10/09)
Page 1 of 1



THE FLORIDA SENATE COMMITTEES:

Governmental Oversight and Accountability, Chair
i " Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 Hax. Vice Chair
Appropriations
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development
Barking and Insurance
Commerce and Tourism
Judiciary
Rules

JOINT COMMITTEES:

Joint Legislative Auditing Comimittee
SENATOR JE.RE:MY RING Joint Se?ect Committee %n Collective Bargaining
28th Disfrict

November 19, 2015

Chair Eleanor Sobel

410 Senate Office Building
Tallahassee, F1, 32399-1100

Dear Chairwoman Sobel,

Please accept this letter as a request to be excused from November 19, 2015 Children, Families
and Elder Affairs meeting due to the fact [ was delayed presenting a bill in another committee.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this request.

Sincerely,

s Tomy

Senator Jeremy Ring

REBLY TO:
O 5790 Margate Boulevard, Margate, Florida 33063 (954} 917-1302 FAX: (954) 5171394
3 405 Senaie Office Building, 404 South Monrce Street, Taflahassee, Florida 32399-1160 (850) 487-5029

Senate’s Website: www fisenate.gov

ANDY GARDINER GARRETT RICHTER
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore



THE FLORIDA SENATE

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 T T reservation and

Conservation, Chair
Agriculture, Vice Chair
A%)ropriations Subcommitiee on General
overnmeni
Chitdren, Families, and Elder Affairs
Communications, Energy, and Public Ulililies
Community Affairs

SENATOR CHARLES S. DEAN, SR.
5th District

November 19, 2015

The Honorable Eleanor Sobel
410 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FLL 32399-1100

Dear Chair Sobel,
The purpose of this letter is to seek your permission to be excused from the scheduled Children,
Families, and Elder Affairs Committee meeting on November 19, 2015. Due to unforeseen

circumstances, I will not be able to attend.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me
personally.

Sincerely,

Charles S. Dean
State Senator District 5

CC: Claude Hendon, Staff Director

REPLY TO:
0O 465 Tempkins Strest, laverness, Florida 34450 {362) 860-5175
0O 311 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 323991100 (850} 487-50G5
0 315 SE 26th Avenue, Ocala, Florida 34471-2689 (352) 873-6513

Senate's Website: www.flsenate.gov

ANDY GARDINER GARRETT RICHTER
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore
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