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2023 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    EDUCATION PRE-K -12 

 Senator Simon, Chair 

 Senator Burgess, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

TIME: 9:30—11:30 a.m. 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Simon, Chair; Senator Burgess, Vice Chair; Senators Avila, Berman, Calatayud, Collins, 
Grall, Hutson, Jones, Osgood, Perry, and Yarborough 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 
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Presentations by the Department of Education, Orange County Public Schools, and the 
Florida FFA on efforts to increase secondary student participation in career and technical 
education 
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Senate PreK-12 
Education 
Committee 

Presentation
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Career and Technical 
Education (CTE)

Overview
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Florida’s 17 Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Pathways
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Quality Components of CTE Programs

Workforce Alignment 
and Business 
Involvement

Work-Based Learning 
and Career and 

Technical Student 
Organizations

Equal Access

Engaging Instruction Prepared and 
Effective Staff

Sequencing, 
Acceleration and 

Articulation, 
Credential of Value
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Types of CTE Programs/Courses

High school credit 
bearing courses in a CTE 
program that train for a 

specific occupation, 
which may require 

continued study at the 
postsecondary level.

Grades 9-12

Career PreparatoryCareer Exploratory

Middle grades CTE 
courses that introduce 
students to the various 

career clusters, pathways 
and occupations to help 
students discover career 
interests and prepare for 

advanced CTE study in 
high school.

Grades 6-8

Technology education 
programs are not career 

preparatory in nature but 
rather provide broad 

foundational knowledge 
and skills in fields that 

generally require a 
baccalaureate degree 
such as engineering.

Technology 
Education

Grades 6-12

Culminating courses that 
connect classroom 

theory to practice in a 
real world setting or 

allow students to 
conduct an in-depth 

research project aligned 
to their CTE program.

Work-based 
Learning and 

Capstone Courses

Grades 9-12

Legacy life and family 
management courses 

that are not part of a CTE 
pathway and do not train 

for occupations or 
advanced postsecondary 

study.

Other

Grades 9-12
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Key Partners in Quality CTE Delivery
Career and Technical Student Organizations enhance student learning through contextual instruction, 

leadership and personal development, applied learning and real-world application.
Cluster Student Organization(s)
Agricultural, Food, and Natural Resources FFA (formerly Future Farmers of America)
Architecture and Construction SkillsUSA, Technology Student Association
Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communication SkillsUSA, FFA, Technology Student Association
Education and Training Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, Florida Future Educators of America
Energy Technology Student Association
Finance Business Professionals of America, DECA (formerly Distributive Education Clubs of America), Future 

Business Leaders of America
Government and Public Administration Future Business Leaders of America, Business Professionals of America, Family, Career and 

Community Leaders of America, DECA
Health Science HOSA-Future Health Professionals (formerly Health Occupations Students of America)
Hospitality and Tourism Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, DECA, SkillsUSA
Human Services/Family and Consumer Sciences SkillsUSA; Family, Career and Community Leaders of America
Information Technology Business Professionals of America, Future Business Leaders of America, SkillsUSA, Technology 

Student Association
Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security SkillsUSA or Florida Public Safety Association
Manufacturing Business Professionals of America, DECA, Future Business Leaders of America
Marketing Business Professionals of America, DECA, Future Business Leaders America, Technology Student 

Association, SkillsUSA
Engineering and Technology Education SkillsUSA or Technology Student Association
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics SkillsUSA, Technology Student Association
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Funding Sources for CTE Programs 
and Courses Funded

*Does not include 6-8 course activity

FTE-based funding 
for courses classified 

as program 300 in the 
FEFP Calculation

Florida Education 
Finance Program (FEFP) -

Course FTE (9-12)*

Unweighted FTE = 68,443.39
≈ $300,000,000

Funding Source Description Est. Funding in 2021-22

Annual calculation of 
additional FTE based 

upon fundable industry 
certifications

FEFP - Additional FTE For 
Industry Certifications

Additional FTE = 15,498.59
$67,515.131

Competitive grants for 
the expansion of 

registered apprenticeship 
and pre-apprenticeship 

programs

Pathways to Career 
Opportunities Grant

(PCOG)

$1,467,252

K-12 programs may be 
funded with several 

types of Perkins grants 
with most funds 

determined by a required 
federal formula

Federal Perkins

Formula/Reserve: 
$33,606,755

Rural: $2,375,000
Entrepreneurship: 

$1,161,206
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CAPE Funding History in the Florida Education 
Finance Program (FEFP)

Total Cumulative Funds of 
$525.5 million from 2008-09 

to 2021-22
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Secondary CTE by 
the Numbers
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Secondary CTE Enrollment Trends
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Secondary Career Preparatory Enrollments 
by CTE Pathway, 2021-22

Total = 591,792
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Top Secondary Career Preparatory Program 
Enrollments, 2021-22
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Top Ten CTE Pathways
for 12th Grade Concentrators, 2020-21



14

CTE Quality Audit Concentrators By the Numbers
Career Cluster Percentage of 2020-21 12th Graders, 

Concentrators in Program in Middle/ 
High School, Earning At Least One 

Industry Certification

Graduation Rate (% ) 
Among 2020-21 CTE 

Concentrators

Health Science 69% 99%
Hospitality & Tourism 57% 97%
Arts, A/V Technology & Communication 76% 98%
Engineering and Technology Education 71% 98%
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 66% 97%
Information Technology 78% 97%
Education & Training 47% 98%
Business Management and Administration 70% 98%
Law, Public Safety & Security 32% 98%
Architecture & Construction 64% 97%
Finance 69% 99%
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 54% 95%
Marketing, Sales & Services 59% 99%
Manufacturing 64% 97%
Human Services 19% 96%
Government & Public Administration 10% 99%
Energy 88% 95%
Grand Total/Percent 65% 98%

The total number of 12th Graders who were concentrators in at least one program for 2020-21 was 45,470.*

*Calculation limited to students who were in the same districts for all four years.
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CAPE Academy Enrollment and Industry 
Certifications Earned
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Top 10 Earned Certifications, 2021-22
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Top Certifications Earned by High 
School Students, 2021-22
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Top Certifications Earned by Middle 
Grades Students, 2021-22
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Top Digital Schools Certifications Earned 
by Middle Grades Students, 2021-22
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Percentage and Number of Students Graduating with 
an Industry Certification
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Future of Work 
Florida

21
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Future of Work Florida

• The Future of Work Florida, a proponent of Get There, will galvanize support for career and 
technical education. The Future of Work Florida will proclaim to businesses, parents and students 
that Florida has a dynamic, long-term plan to fuel the future.

22
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Future of Work Florida Campaign Resources

23

A Parent Checklist Video SeriesThe Action Toolkit
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Thank You



Reimagining Career and Technical

Education for a New Generation

Melanie Stefanowicz, Ed.D. January 24, 2023



How We Got Here – Our Challenge

• Covid-19 Pandemic Response 

• Digital Transformation / Innovation

• Supporting Our Local Workforce

2



Reimagining the Career Pathways Model

Business and Industry, 
Advisory Boards

Student-Centric 
Scheduling

Workplace Learning

Industry-led Experiential 
Learning

3



Engaging Business and Industry

4



Purpose of the Roundtables Approach

• Gather Industry Stakeholder Feedback

• Create Engaging Student Experiences 

• Strengthen Educational Relevancy through 
Re-imagination and Innovation

5



Engaging Business and Industry
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Key Takeaways

• Demand - significant lack of qualified candidates at all levels/sectors

• Industry Collaboration - structured and predictable frameworks

• Student Preparedness - exposure to the realities of work, soft skills

7



• Innovative Scheduling - providing students flexible class/work hours

• Technical Skills v Degrees - transition to skills-based training and 
hiring model

• Badging (micro-credentialing) - stackable onboarding and training

Key Takeaways
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Plan in Action

9



Plan in Action
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Plan in Action
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Reimagining Education

• New Program Development/Program Expansion - results of CLNA, 
program audits

• Student Internship Model - side-by-side industry collaboration

AWARENESS
Kindergarten – Grade 12

EXPLORATION
Grades 8—12, Postsecondary

IMMERSION
Grades 9—12, Postsecondary

12



Reimagining Education

AWARENESS
Kindergarten – Grade 12

EXPLORATION
Grades 8—12, Postsecondary

IMMERSION
Grades 9—12, Postsecondary

• Advisory Boards - the creation of sector-based, specialized industry 
boards for secondary programs

• Experiential Learning - industry-centric, immersive student experiences

13



Reimagining Education

• Student-Centric Scheduling Model - innovative, customizable

• Curriculum Transformation - integration of core academics

• Career Guidance - career awareness, exploration, and guidance

• Regionalization - working with regional partners to expand equitable 
access to adult students in CTE and adult education programs 

14



Thank You

Questions and Discussion

15













33 farm boys started the 
organization in 1928, and now 
over 735,000 members nationally 
are developing their potential for 
premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success 
through agricultural 
education and FFA. 















Anelise Bullard
State FFA President

2022-2023



Contact Us: Hilary Holley
Florida FFA Foundation
Director of Development 
Hilary.Holley@flaffa.org

Ronnie Simmons
Florida FFA Association
Executive Director 
Ronnie.Simmons@flaffa.org

95th Florida FFA State Convention & Expo
June 19-23, 2023 – Orlando, FL
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CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: KB 412 Case No.: - Type:  
Caption: Senate Education Pre-K - 12 Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 1/24/2023 9:31:09 AM 
Ends: 1/24/2023 11:04:54 AM Length: 01:33:46 
 
9:31:08 AM Meeting called to order 
9:31:32 AM Roll call 
9:31:51 AM Chair Simon comments 
9:33:06 AM Tab 1 - Presentations by the DOE, Orange County Public Schools, and the Florida FFA on efforts to 
increase secondary student participation in career and technical education 
9:33:07 AM Dr. Kevin O'Farrell, Chancellor for Career and Adult Education in the Department of Education 
9:33:33 AM Presentation Get There - Florida's Workforce Education Initiative 
9:53:01 AM Questions: 
9:53:19 AM Chair Simon 
9:54:09 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
9:55:45 AM Senator Yarborough 
9:56:05 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
9:56:56 AM Senator Yarborough 
9:57:50 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
9:58:37 AM Senator Jones 
9:59:37 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:00:23 AM Senator Jones 
10:01:11 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:01:14 AM Senator Osgood 
10:03:54 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:04:57 AM Senator Hutson 
10:05:30 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:05:51 AM Senator Hutson 
10:06:35 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:06:52 AM Senator Hutson 
10:07:09 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:07:35 AM Senator Hutson 
10:08:00 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:08:44 AM Senator Berman 
10:09:04 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:09:12 AM Senator Berman 
10:09:43 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:09:58 AM Senator Berman 
10:10:33 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:11:12 AM Vice Chair Burgess 
10:12:16 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:13:07 AM Senator Perry 
10:13:42 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:14:41 AM Senator Perry comments 
10:15:34 AM Senator Calatayud question 
10:16:36 AM Kevin O'Farrell 
10:17:02 AM Senator Osgood comments 
10:19:30 AM Chair Simon comments 
10:20:09 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz, Associate Superintendent for Career and Technical Education for Orange 
County Public Schools 
10:20:10 AM Presentation Reimagining Career and Technical Education for a New Generation 
10:36:48 AM Questions: 
10:36:55 AM Senator Jones 
10:38:03 AM Chair Simon 
10:38:26 AM Senator Jones 
10:38:33 AM Senator Hutson 
10:39:08 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 



10:40:04 AM Senator Hutson 
10:40:27 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 
10:40:33 AM Senator Collins 
10:40:51 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 
10:41:44 AM Senator Collins 
10:42:12 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 
10:42:40 AM Senator Collins comments 
10:43:03 AM Senator Calatayud 
10:44:02 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 
10:45:31 AM Chair Simon comments and question 
10:46:38 AM Dr. Melanie Stefanowicz 
10:46:54 AM Hilary Holley, Director of Development for the Florida FFA 
10:46:55 AM Presentation Florida FFA Association, The Next Generation of Agriculturalists 
10:55:29 AM Anelise Bullard, State FFA President 2022-2023 
11:01:06 AM Hilary Holley 
11:01:55 AM Chair Simon comments 
11:02:19 AM Questions: 
11:02:20 AM Senator Berman 
11:02:31 AM Anelise Bullard 
11:02:59 AM Senator Hutson 
11:03:32 AM Hilary Holley 
11:03:45 AM Senator Hutson 
11:03:47 AM Hilary Holley 
11:04:01 AM Chair Simon 
11:04:32 AM Senator Collins moves to adjourn, meeting is adjourned 
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