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I Postsecondary Options for Students with Disabilities

Students with developmental disabilities have the option to
attend traditional postsecondary education programs or
specialized programs

Specialized Postsecondary
Programs for Students with

Traditional Postsecondary

Options Developmental Disabilities
« Students attend a public/private * Postsecondary program options
university or college, or a for students through age 21 who
district technical center are still receiving district ESE
 Institutions provide students services .
with disabilities accommodations * Postsecondary program options
in accordance with the ADA for students who are no longer

receiving district ESE services




Federal Initiatives
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Federal Initiatives
Comprehensive Transition Programs & Federal Grants

2 Federal Initiatives

Transition & Postsecondary Programs

Comprehensive Transition and g
for Students with Intellectual

Postsecondary Programs

Disabilities Grants

(CTP) (TPSID)
e Designation by the federal government that * Federal grant program for postsecondary
allows postsecondary programs for students institutions to expand inclusive model transition
with intellectual disabilities to award federal and postsecondary programs for students with
financial aid to students intellectual disabilities

* Grant program was from 2010 to 2015,
providing $52 million to 27 postsecondary
institutions nationwide

o * Florida (USF-St. Petersburg) received
e Students do not have to take a minimum $2.1 million over the 5 years

course/clock hours to receive E?Id, but in «  Think College coordinates the grant
general students must have exited from ESE

* Programs must apply to the U.S. Department
of Education for this designation and meet
certain criteria

Expires September 30, 2015
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Federal Initiatives
Think College

e National organization that researches and provides

What is guidance on developing, expanding, and improving
Think College? inclusive higher education options for students with
intellectual disabilities

 Coordinates federal TPSID grants across 23 states
What types of * Developed benchmarks/criteria for postsecondary
activities do they programs
coordinate? * Currently working with Congress on a specialized
accreditation for programs for students with disabilities
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Postsecondary Options in

Other States
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I Postsecondary Options in Other States
State Coordination Examples

Example 1: :
State Agency ) *
Coordinates > )
Massachusetts

California

o

Example 2:
= b
Institution
Coordinates
| Hawaii__

Example 3:
Other Entity ' '
Coordinates

Pennsylvania South Carolina Tennessee
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I Postsecondary Options in Other States
Types of Other State Coordination Activities

Assist with
starting new
programs

Market :
Coordinate

programs rdin

and provide and distribute
information funding to
programs

to the public
P Other States

Provide a

Range of
Provide Coordination
technical s e

ACthltlES programs With

Assist

assistance to [
the programs applying for
the CTP

and manage _ ;
outcome designation

data Approve

programs

eligible to
receive state
scholarships




I Postsecondary Options in Other States
State Financial Aid Programs

Three states have state financial aid programs that enable

students with developmental disabilities to attend
postsecondary programs

Number of

Student
Award Amount

oppag

South Carolina

20

g

24

1

(1st year of the scholarship)

Up to $7,000 per
year based on
need

$2,000 per
semester

$250 per
semester
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Postsecondary Options in

Florida
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I Program Options in Florida
Methodology

oppag

OPPAGA contacted all of Florida’s state universities, colleges,
school districts, and private universities to identify transition
programs that provide postsecondary education for students
with developmental disabilities

We organized the information by whether the students were still
enrolled in school district ESE programs or had exited high
school

None of the program options we identified award college credit
or a college degree; some of the options allow students to
complete courses that can be applied towards a workforce
credential
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I Program Options in Florida
Types of Options Available

The type of option varies depending on whether the student is still

receiving ESE services at the school district

Postsecondary
Programs for
Students Still in ESE
(through age 21)
(8 programs)

oppag

Is the student still
receiving ESE services?

Postsecondary
Programs for
Students No Longer
in ESE
(9 programs)

Traditional
Postsecondary
Opportunities

(Public/private universities,
colleges, district technical
centers)
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I Program Options in Florida
Types of Options Available

Programs for Students

Programs for District ESE Students Who Are No Longer Enrolled in

District ESE Programs

) ()

* Programs require students to be » Programs require students to have
Eligibility receiving district ESE services exited ESE programs (no age

(through age 21) ¢——— restriction) € ———
» Students must have documented
e Students must have documented

gie[;/l%lnc;gmental disability and special developmental disability

» Programs provide activities such as
auditing postsecondary courses, * Same
enrolling in vocational courses,
participating in campus life, and job
training programs

* District ESE funding <=————
Institutional funding

Vocational rehabilitation funds
Federal, state, and local grants
Private grants

Program Activities

* Institutional funding
* Vocational rehabilitation funds
» Federal, state, and local grants )

Program Funding

e Student tuition +—
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I Program Options in Florida
Types of Options Available

Number of Programs at Postsecondary Institutions

Private

Technical | Colleges or
Type of Student Served | Colleges | Universities | Centers | Universities

Students who are still
receiving district ESE 4 3 0 1
services

Students who are no
longer enrolled in 3 3 2 1
district ESE programs!

Total Reported to
OPPAGA — —

IThe On Campus Transition Program at the University of North Florida, the Vertical Program at Florida State College of Jacksonville, and the 12 Plus Program
at Florida Panhandle Technical College include both students who are still in ESE and students who are no longer enrolled in district ESE programs. For
purposes of this research, these programs are classified as programs that serve students who are no longer enrolled in district ESE because there is no 15
requirement that students have to be in ESE to be enrolled in the program.



I Program Options in Florida
Fall 2014 Program Enrollment

Fall 2014 student enrollment varies by program, with programs for
students no longer in ESE having more students than ESE programs

Total Fall 2014 Program Enrollment for
Programs with Students Still in ESE

Total Fall 2014 Program Enrollment for
Programs with Students No Longer in ESE

201

Project Panther LIFE-FIU - 18
Transition Program-Polk -14

Project STING RAY-USF . 11
Project ACCEPT-Miami-Dade . 9

Transition Program-Warner . 8

Transitioning Owls-FAU l 6

Project ACCESS-FKCC I5

12 Plus-Florida Panhandle Tech?

On Campus Transition-UNF! m

The Learning Academy-USF m
VERTICAL-FSC at Jacksonville? m

Programs for AWD-Brewster Tech

STAGES-USF m
Project SAINT-Santa Fe College I 5

Eagle Connections-TCC I 5

Access Plus-Nova Southeastern | 1

1Total enrollment for the On Campus Transition program at UNF includes 19 students who were still enrolled in ESE.
2Total enrollment for the Vertical Program at Florida State College at Jacksonville includes 9 students who are still enrolled in ESE.
3Total enrollment for the 12 Plus Program at Florida Panhandle Technical College includes 12 students who are still in ESE. 1 6



I Program Options in Florida
Potential Unmet Need of Students Ages 17-21 Still in ESE

Type of Students Number of
Students

> 1 With Developmental Disabilities Who Were 6,823
Still Enrolled in High School in 2013-14

We compared the number
of students who were still

enrolled in high school ESE

in 2013-14 (who had a 5 Total Student Enrollment in All 272

) . Postsecondary Programs in Fall 2014
developmental disability) ERC

to Fall 2014 total Maximum Potential Unmet Need for 6,551
3 StudentsAges 17-21 Who Were Still
Enrolledin ESE in 2013-14 = (1-2)
There are a potential of 6,551 students who could be
enrolling in a postsecondary program in the near future.

enrollment in current
postsecondary offerings !

However, not all of these students may wish to
pursue postsecondary education.

We compared these students to both the ESE and Non-ESE programs because these students represent the potential to either enroll in an ESE
postsecondary program or Non-ESE program.



Program Options in Florida

Number of Students Ages 17-21 Still Enrolled in ESE by District Compared to
Postsecondary Options

12 Plus Program

Florida Panhandle Technical

[]

¢

College

1-100 Students Still in ESE
(Ages 17-21)

101-200 Students Still in ESE
(Ages 17-21)

201-300 Students Still in ESE
(Ages 17-21)

301 or more Students Still in
ESE (Ages 17-21)

Programs for Students No
Longer in ESE

ESE Programs

District student data is 2013-14

Eagle Connections On Campus Transition

TCC UNF

e\ ¢

VERTICAL Program
Florida State College at
o= Jacksonville

’ L

Programs for Adults with Disabilities
Brewster Technical Center

Successful Transition After Graduation

for Exceptional Students (STAGES)
USF-Tampa —

The Learning Academy /

USF-Tampa

Project STING RAY
USF - St. Petersburg

The Transition Program

Total Fall 2014 Program
Enroliment for All Programs

272

Polk State College

The Transition Program
Warner University

Project ACCESS __
Florida Keys Community College

¢
\ Project SAINT

Santa Fe College

Employment

Institute
Indian River
State College

Project Eanther

LIFE
FIU

Transitioning
OwIs
FAU

Access Plus
Nova
Southeastern
University

Project
ACCEPT
Miami-Dade
College

18



Input from Florida Parents
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I Input from Florida Parents
Methodology

We asked parents for the input on the following:

Their opinions on current postsecondary programs
available in Florida

What they are looking for in a postsecondary experience
for their children

Recommendations to enhance postsecondary
opportunities in Florida
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I Input from Florida Parents
Highlights

Opinions
on Current
Programs

Lack of information on postsecondary options was the issue
raised consistently by parents in all focus groups

Components ranged from including independent living skills to
receiving an industry-recognized credential upon completion
of a postsecondary program

Important
Components

Program Enhancements ranged from having a wider range of programs
T T repesep available to accommodate students’ varied skill levels to having
statewide coordination of postsecondary programs

Parents would like to have access to financial aid and be able to
have their children use their prepaid plans to attend these
programs

Financial
Aid
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Summary
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Summary
Status of Postsecondary Options in Florida for Students with
Developmental Disabilities

Statewide
Coordination of
Programs

* None currently in place for all programs
e Parents would like centralized place for information

Program * Range of options available for students in ESE and students no
Opportunities longer in ESE, though parts of the state do not have any options

p * Programs provide a range of activities such as: auditing postsecondary
rogram courses, enrolling in vocational courses, and job training programs

Activities * No degrees awarded; some options allow students to complete courses
that can be applied towards a workforce credential

Federal * No Florida programs have the CTP designation; 1 program applied

Designation and * Institutional accreditation is not an issue if institutions carefully
Accreditation document differences in student expectations and performance

] . * No state financial aid programs available for students attending a
Student Financial specialized postsecondary program

Aid e Students attending programs are not eligible for federal financial aid
(program must be CTP)




Contact

Information

Emily Sikes
Chief Legislative Analyst
(850) 717-0531

sikes.emily@oppaga.fl.gov

David Summers
Staff Director
OPPAGA Education Policy Area
(850) 717-0555
summers.david@oppaga.fl.gov

THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE’S
OFFICE OF PROGRAM POLICY ANALYSIS & GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY

OPPAGA supports the Florida Legislature by providing data, evaluative research, and objective analyses that assist legislative budget and policy deliberations.
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1/5/2015 4:44:12 PM Length: 00:42:29

Quorum present. Meeting Called to order/ Senator Stargel, Chair
Greetings to committee members and staff. Each committee intro
Senator Detert/Vice Chair

Senator Simmons

Senator Legg

Senator Braynon

Senator Benacquisto

Senator Getz

Senator Negron

Introduction of staff by Staff Director, Dr. Theresa Kiebacha (TK)
Overview of Postsecondary Options for Students with Disabilities
Emily Silas, Chief Leg. Analyst/OPPAGA

Federal Initiatives

Question of Emily from Senator Sachs

Emily in response

Think College explanation

Postsecondary options on the state level

State Financial Aid Program - Tennessee

S. Carolina is based on need

Program Options in Florida

8 programs for students in ESE

Specialized options

Question from the Chair

Emily in response

Question by Chair

Emily in response

Student Enrollment

Potential students in ESE

Location of the students by school district on map

Focus groups - Input from Florida Parents

Summary - Status of Postsecondary Options in Florida for Students with Developmental Disabilities

Statewide Coordination of Program

Program Opportunities

Program Activities

Federal Designation and Accreditation
Student Financial Aid

Question by Chair regarding tuition fees
Emily in response

Chair

Senator Gaetz

Emily

Sen. Gaetz as a follow up to Sen. Sachs previous question
Emily in response

Senator Benacquisto on pre-paid tuition plans
Emily in response

Sen. Benacquisto

Emily

Chair



4:39:22 PM
4:40:28 PM
4:40:46 PM
4:43:41 PM
4:43:48 PM

Sen. Sachs

Chair

Claire Toman, Tallahassee, FL. representing herself
Chair

Sen. Sachs moves to rise- Meeting Adjourned
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