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school program; requiring a Florida College System
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SUBJECT: Education
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ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
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2. AED
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Summary:

PCS/SB 850 expands rigorous curricular, instructional, and assessment options available to
public elementary, middle, and high school students.

The bill expands options to elementary students, expands options and strengthens requirements
for middle grade students, expands options and strengthens requirements for high school
students, and requires the Florida College System (FCS) institutions to establish collegiate high
school program for students in every school district in the colleges’ designated service area.

Specifically, the bill:

Clarifies digital skill areas and certificate options for elementary students;

Expands acceleration options and strengthens accountability requirements for middle
grade students;

Specifies professional development requirements for middle grade teachers related to
accountability requirements and new digital skills and content available to students;
Establishes requirements for FCS institutions and school districts to provide a collegiate
high school pathway for high school students to earn a full year of college credit while
enrolled in high school;

Provides additional career-themed options for students in high school grades through new
career-themed innovative courses and acceleration programs that, if successfully
completed, are eligible to earn both high school and college credit; and

Authorizes industry certification providers to notify students and parents about the
college credits earned by the students, and the savings associated with earning the college
credits, as a return on the investment of state dollars for the industry certifications earned
by the student while in public school.
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Additionally, the bill establishes bonus funding for elementary schools and teachers who directly
assist students in attaining new digital skills, and expands funding to middle and high schools
and teachers who directly assist students in attaining digital skills and industry certifications.
Bonus funding is calculated as a component of the Florida Education Finance Program.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2014,
Present Situation:

Since 2007, the Legislature has established, revised, and expanded options for students to meet
curricular, instructional, and assessment requirements necessary to advance through K-12 public
education. Over the years, while many of the traditional acceleration options naturally merged
into student progression plans, some acceleration options remain as separate programs available
only to the students who know that such acceleration options exist. Since 2012, however, the
Legislature has required school districts to expand rigorous options for students to meet middle
and high school requirements which are intended to prepare students for success in college and
career.

In 2007, the Legislature created the Florida Career and Professional Education (CAPE) Act to:!

e Improve middle and high school academic performance by providing rigorous and
relevant curriculum opportunities;

e Provide rigorous and relevant career-themed courses? that articulate to postsecondary-
level coursework and lead to industry certification;

e Support local and regional economic development;

e Respond to Florida’s critical workforce needs; and

e Provide state residents with access to high-wage and high-demand careers.

Through third-party assessments called “industry certifications”, students demonstrate
competency to perform specifically-tailored, industry-endorsed and -recognized, skills and
abilities required by industry to perform particular jobs.

The State Board of Education (SBE) adopts by rule, the list of industry certifications that are
eligible for funding through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP).2 The list of industry
certifications approved by Workforce Florida, Inc., and the Florida Department of Education
(DOE), called the Industry Certification Funding List, is updated annually.* Industry
certifications on the “Gold Standard Career Pathways” list, which is incorporated by reference in

! Section 1003.491(1), F.S.

2 A “career-themed course” is a course, or a course in a series of courses, that leads to an industry certification identified in
the Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of Education. Career-themed courses
have industry-specific curriculum aligned directly to priority workforce needs established by the regional workforce board or
the Department of Economic Opportunity. Section 1003.493(1)(b), F.S.

3 Sections 1008.44 and 1003.492, F.S.

4 Section 1003.492(2), F.S.
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SBE rule,® articulate to Associate in Applied Science and Associate in Science degree programs
and are a subset of the Industry Certification Funding List®.’

In 2011, the Legislature authorized district school boards to develop and implement a digital
curriculum for students in grades 6 through 12 to enable students’ attainment of competencies in
web communications and web design. Pursuant to the 2011 legislation,® the digital curriculum
could include web-based skills, web-based core technologies, web design, use of digital
technologies and markup language in the digital curriculum to show competency in computer
skills, and use of web-based core technologies to design creative, informational, and content
standards for web-based digital products that demonstrate proficiency in creating, publishing,
testing, monitoring, and maintaining a website. The digital curriculum could be integrated into
another subject area or offered as a separate course. The 2011 legislation required the DOE to
develop a model digital curriculum to serve as a guide for district school boards in the
development of a digital curriculum. To provide district school boards further assistance in
providing digital curriculum instruction, district school boards were encouraged to seek
partnerships with private businesses and consultants to offer classes and instruction to teachers
and students.®

In 2012, the Legislature focused on increasing acceleration options for students by requiring
public schools to expand curricular, assessment, and instructional options to students. The
Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) program was established
to require options that provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to
students in kindergarten through grade 12 through parental notification and parent-initiated
student participation. Pursuant to the 2012 legislation,® each school must, at a minimum, offer
the following ACCEL options: whole-grade and midyear promotion; subject matter acceleration;
virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and the Credit Acceleration Program.
Additional ACCEL options may include, but not be limited to, enriched science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) coursework; enrichment programs; flexible grouping;
advanced academic courses; combined classes; self-paced instruction; curriculum compacting;
advanced-content instruction; and telescoping curriculum. School principals and school districts
establish student eligibility requirements for participation in the ACCEL options. Information
about ACCEL options is included in the school district’s comprehensive student progression
plan.!! The 2012 legislation also clarified rigorous career-themed courses (i.e., courses that lead
to industry certifications) as acceleration options that allow students to engage in, and blend,
both academic and career-oriented courses as components of their programmatic experiences.

In 2013, the Legislature distinguished between industry certifications that are eligible to
articulate for college credit and industry certifications that do not articulate for college credit,

5> Rule 6A-10.0401, F.A.C.

& The Industry Certification Funding List is adopted by State Board of Education Rule. Section 1008.44, F.S.

" Florida Department of Education, Process for Establishing Gold Standard Career Pathways Industry Certification to
AAS/AS Degree Statewide Articulation Agreements, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/dwdframe/pdf/GSCPICprocess.pdf.

8 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.

9 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.

10 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.

11 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.
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and provided additional weighted funding for industry certifications eligible to articulate for
college credit. The legislation? also provided options for high school students to substitute
rigorous industry certifications (those eligible to articulate for college credit) for math and
science credits required for high school graduation, and provided bonus funding not only to the
school districts, but also to the teachers directly associated with instruction to students who earn
industry certifications.!® The bonus funding model for earning industry certifications is similar to
the bonus funding for earning college credits through Advanced Placement, and is part of the
calculated funding associated with the FEFP.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

PCS/SB 850 expands rigorous curricular, instructional, and assessment options available to
public elementary, middle, and high school students.

The bill expands options to elementary students, expands options and strengthens requirements
for middle grade students, expands options and strengthens requirements for high school
students, and requires the Florida College System (FCS) institutions to provide collegiate high
school programs for students in every school district in the colleges’ designated service area.

Elementary Grades

The bill revises 2011 legislation that created digital curriculum, and deletes un-implemented
2013 legislation®® that created “recognitions”, to instead identify acceleration options and bonus
funding opportunities for schools and teachers of students who attain skill sets identified on a
funding list annually identified by the state.

Specifically, the bill strikes reference to Florida Cyber Security Recognition, Florida Digital Arts
Recognition, and Florida Tools Certificate and re-establishes a focus on CAPE Digital Tool
certificates and skill sets. The bill also provides additional bonus funding in the Florida
Education Finance Program (FEFP) for every student who earns a certificate and bonus funding
for every teacher directly associated with that student’s accomplishment.

Middle School Grades

The bill builds on the 2012 Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning
(ACCEL) legislation®® by expanding access to acceleration options for students in middle grades,
and strengthening middle grades accountability and professional development requirements.

The bill expands acceleration options and bonus funding opportunities for schools and teachers
of middle grade students who attain skill sets identified on a funding list annually identified by
the state. Specifically, the bill provides additional bonus funding in the FEFP for every student

12 Chapter 2013-27, L.O.F.

13 Section 1011.62, F.S.

14 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.
15 Chapter 2013-27, L.O.F.

16 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.
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V.

who earns a CAPE Digital Tool certificate or industry certification and bonus funding for every
teacher directly associated with that student’s accomplishment.

Additionally, the bill strengthens accountability requirements in middle grades by requiring
schools that include grades 6, 7, or 8, to implement an early warning system to identify students
who are at-risk of not graduating from high school, including some indicators specified in the
bill. The bill also extends anti-hazing provisions into grades 6 through 8, and requires school
districts to adopt anti-hazing policies and consequences for violation of such policies. Such early
warning systems and anti-hazing policies are intended to mitigate student dropout and truancy
issues in school so that students feel protected and have access to the educational opportunities,
including acceleration options, provided by the state.

The bill also specifies professional development requirements for middle grades instructional
personnel and administrators regarding accountability requirements, integrated digital
instruction, and new digital skills and content available to students. Equipping teachers and
administrators with the necessary knowledge, skills, and strategies will likely result in improved
student performance outcomes.

High School Grades

The bill establishes requirements for FCS institutions and school districts to provide a collegiate
high school pathway for high school students to earn a full year of college credit while enrolled
in high school. Specifically, the bill:

e Requires FCS institutions and school districts to establish a collegiate high school
program that provides bonus funding to school districts for assisting students in grade 12,
enrolled in the collegiate high school program, who successfully complete 30 credit hours
and limits funding to FCS institutions if the colleges do not establish a collegiate high
school program.

e Provides options for students in high school grades through new innovative courses and
acceleration programs that, when accomplished, are eligible to earn both high school and
college credit; and,

e Authorizes industry certification providers to notify students and parents of the college
credits earned by the students and the savings associated with earning the college credits,
as a return on the investment of state dollars for the industry certification earned by the
student in public school.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2014.
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

Under the rigorous acceleration options afforded by the bill, if a student successfully
completes one year of college and earns industry certifications before graduating from
high school, the student and the student’s family will likely save significant costs
associated with college education and earning industry certifications after graduating
from high school.

C. Government Sector Impact:

Expanded weighted funding provided through this bill for CAPE Digital Tool certificates
and industry certifications, including bonus funding for teachers, is calculated within the
Florida Education Funding Program.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.42, 1003.42,
1003.4203, 1003.4281, 1003.4285, 1003.4935, 1003.53, 1006.135, 1008.44, 1011.62, and
1012.98.

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1003.4298 and 1007.273.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
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PCS by Education:
The proposed committee substitute differs from SB 850 in the following ways:

e Maintains the original substance of SB 850 with modifications that:

o Require each school district to contract with the local Florida College
System institution to establish the collegiate high school program.

o Clarify a 1.0 FTE bonus funding is generated for each student in grade 12
who enrolls in the collegiate high school program and successfully
completes 30 credit hours through the dual enrollment program toward
general education courses or common prerequisites.

e Adds new acceleration provisions that:

o Expand rigorous acceleration course, instructional, and assessment options
for students in kindergarten through grade 12.

o Extend funding through the Florida Education Finance Program to schools
and teachers of students who earn industry certificates and certifications.

o Create CAPE Innovation Courses that merge academic and career content,
include at least two third-party assessments, and articulate for college
credit if successfully completed.

o Create CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that articulate for 15 or
more college credits if successfully completed.

e Adds new middle grades accountability provisions that:

o Require public schools to implement an early warning system to identify
students who are at-risk of not graduating from high school.

o Require school districts to adopt anti-hazing policies and consequences for
violation of such policies.

o Require the Florida Department of Education to provide web-based
professional development to school districts to help teachers integrate
digital instruction into their classrooms.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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The Committee on Education (Brandes) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment

Delete lines 393 - 403
and insert:

(a) Scholar designation.—In addition to the requirements of
ss. 1003.428 and 1003.4282, as applicable, in order to earn the
Scholar designation, a student must satisfy the following
requirements:
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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Education
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; amending s. 1001.42,
F.S.; requiring a school that includes certain grades
to include information, data, and instructional
strategies in its school improvement plan; requiring a
school that includes certain grades to implement an
early warning system based on indicators to identify
students in need of additional academic support;
amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; providing State Board of
Education duties relating to middle grades courses;
amending s. 1003.4203, F.S.; requiring district school
board, in consultation with the district school
superintendent, to make digital materials, CAPE
Digital Tool certificates, and CAPE industry
certifications available to students, including
students with disabilities, in prekindergarten through
grade 12 to enable students to attain digital skills;
providing eligibility for additional FTE funding;
requiring innovative programs and courses that merge
academic and career instructional tools and industry
certifications into education for both college and
career preparedness; requiring the Department of
Education to collaborate with Florida educators and
school leaders to provide technical assistance to
district school boards regarding implementation;
amending s. 1003.4281, F.S.; deleting calculations for
paid and unpaid high school credits; amending s.

1003.4285, F.S.; revising requirements to earn a
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Scholar designation on a standard high school diploma;
revising requirements to earn a Merit designation on a
standard high school diploma; creating s. 1003.4298,
F.S.; authorizing public schools to provide students
with access to third-party assessment centers and
career and professional academy curricula; authorizing
the third-party assessment center providers to report
return on investment to students and students’
families regarding completing CAPE industry
certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates;
encouraging third-party assessment providers and
career and professional academy curricula providers to
provide annual training; amending s. 1003.4935, F.S.;
authorizing additional FTE funding for certain
industry certifications; amending s. 1003.53, F.S.;
authorizing dropout prevention and academic
intervention services for a student identified by a
school’s early warning system; amending s. 1006.135,
F.S.; including middle grades schools under provisions
prohibiting hazing; revising the definition of the
term “hazing”; requiring a school district policy that
prohibits hazing and establishes consequences for an
act of hazing; revising penalty provisions and
providing for applicability; creating s. 1007.273,
F.S.; requiring a Florida College System institution
to work with each school district in its designated
service area to establish a collegiate high school
program; providing options for participation in a

collegiate high school program; requiring a Florida
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College System institution to execute a contract with
each school district in its designated service area to
establish the program; authorizing another Florida
College System institution to execute a contract with
the school district in certain circumstances;
requiring the contract to be executed by a specified
date for the purpose of implementation; requiring
Florida College System institutions to collaborate
with the school districts they enter into contracts
with to establish student eligibility and procedural
requirements for participation in the program;
requiring that a performance contract be included in
the eligibility requirements; requiring a
participating school district to include student
eligibility and procedural requirements in the
district’s comprehensive student progression plan and
to inform students and parents about the collegiate
high school program; providing the calculation for
funding the collegiate high school program;
prohibiting a Florida College System institution from
reporting certain funds for purposes of funding or
receiving the standard tuition rate per credit hour
for a student enrolled in a dual enrollment course at
the institution unless the institution establishes a
collegiate high school program; providing that certain
independent colleges and universities are eligible to
work with school districts to establish a collegiate
high school program; requiring such independent

colleges and universities to collaborate with the
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school districts they enter into contracts with to
establish student eligibility and procedural
requirements for participation in the program;
requiring that a performance contract be included in
the eligibility requirements; requiring a
participating school district to include student
eligibility and procedural requirements in the
district’s comprehensive student progression plan and
to inform students and parents about the collegiate
high school program; amending s. 1008.44, F.S.;
requiring the department to annually identify CAPE
Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry
certifications; authorizing the commissioner to
recommend adding certain certificates and
certifications; providing requirements for inclusion
of CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry
certifications on the funding list; authorizing third-
party assessment providers of approved CAPE Digital
Tool certificates and CAPE industry certifications to
make recommendations to the commissioner to limit
certain Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry
certifications to students in certain grades;
providing requirements for the Articulation
Coordinating Committee; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.;
specifying requirements relating to additional FTE
funding based on completion of certain courses or
programs and issuance of CAPE industry certification;
deleting obsolete provisions; deleting provision

regarding Florida Cyber Security and Digital Arts
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recognitions and Florida Digital Tool Certificates;
amending s. 1012.98, F.S.; providing requirements
relating to professional development, including
inservice plans and instructional strategies, for
middle grades educators; requiring the Department of
Education to disseminate professional development in
the use of integrated digital instruction; providing

an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
powers and perform all duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
Maintain a state system of school improvement and education
accountability as provided by statute and State Board of
Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall be consistent with, and implemented
through, the district’s continuing system of planning and
budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
1008.34, 1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—

1. The district school board shall annually approve and

require implementation of a new, amended, or continuation school
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improvement plan for each school in the district. If a school
has a significant gap in achievement on statewide assessments
pursuant to s. 1008.34(3) (b) by one or more student subgroups,
as defined in the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311(b) (2)(C) (v) (II); has not significantly
decreased the percentage of students scoring below satisfactory
on statewide assessments; or has significantly lower graduation
rates for a subgroup when compared to the state’s graduation
rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies
for improving these results. The state board shall adopt rules
establishing thresholds and for determining compliance with this
subparagraph paragraph.

2. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall

include annually in its school improvement plan information and

data on the school’s early warning system required under

paragraph (b), including a list of the early warning indicators

used in the system, the number of students identified by the

system as exhibiting two or more early warning indicators, the

number of students by grade level that exhibit each indicator,

and a description of all intervention strategies employed by the

school to improve the academic performance of students

identified by the early warning system. In addition, a school

that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall describe in its

school improvement plan the strategies used by the school to

implement the instructional practices for middle grades

emphasized by the district’s professional development system

pursuant to s. 1012.98(4) (b)9.

(b) Early warning system.—

1. A school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 shall
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implement an early warning system to identify students in grades

6, 7, and 8 who need additional support to improve academic

performance and stay engaged in school. The early warning system

must include the following early warning indicators:

a. Attendance below 90 percent, regardless of whether

absence is excused or a result of out-of-school suspension.

b. One or more suspensions, whether in school or out of

school.

c. Course failure in English Language Arts or mathematics.

d. A Level 1 score on the statewide, standardized

assessments in English Language Arts or mathematics.

For purposes of implementing this subparagraph, a school

district may identify additional early warning indicators for

use in a school’s early warning system.

2. When a student exhibits two or more early warning

indicators, the school’s child study team under s. 1003.02 or a

school-based team formed for the purpose of implementing the

requirements of this paragraph shall convene to determine

appropriate intervention strategies for the student. The school

shall provide at least 10 days’ written notice of the meeting to

the student’s parent, indicating the meeting’s purpose, time,

and location, and provide the parent the opportunity to

participate.

(c)+4b) Public disclosure.—The district school board shall
provide information regarding the performance of students and
educational programs as required pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and
1008.385 and implement a system of school reports as required by

statute and State Board of Education rule which shall include
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schools operating for the purpose of providing educational
services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs,
and for those schools, report on the elements specified in s.
1003.52(19). Annual public disclosure reports shall be in an
easy-to-read report card format and shall include the school’s
grade, high school graduation rate calculated without GED tests,
disaggregated by student ethnicity, and performance data as
specified in state board rule.

(d)+4e} School improvement funds.—The district school board
shall provide funds to schools for developing and implementing
school improvement plans. Such funds shall include those funds
appropriated for the purpose of school improvement pursuant to
s. 24.121(5) (c) .

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 1003.42, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.42 Required instruction.—

(1) Each district school board shall provide all courses
required for middle grades promotion, high school graduation,
and appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students
meet State Board of Education adopted standards in the following
subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathematics,
science, social studies, foreign languages, health and physical

education, and the arts. The state board must remove a middle

grades course in the Course Code Directory that does not fully

integrate all appropriate curricular content required by s.

1003.41 and may approve a new course only if it meets the

required curricular content.

Section 3. Section 1003.4203, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:
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1003.4203 Digital materials, reeegritiensy CAPE Digital
Tool certificates, and technical assistance.—

(1) DIGITAL MATERIALS.—Each district school board, in

consultation with the district school superintendent, shall make

available digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool certificates, and

CAPE industry certificates for students in prekindergarten

through grade 12 in order to enable students to attain digital
skills. The digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool certificates,

and CAPE industry certifications may be integrated into subject

area curricula, offered as a separate course, made available
through open-access options, or deployed through online or
digital computer applicationsy—subjeect—to—avaitable—funding.
(2) CAPE ESE DIGITAL TOOLS.Beginrning—with—th Hde—id
sehoot—year, Each district school board, in consultation with

the district school superintendent, shall make available digital
and instructional materials, including software applications, to
students with disabilities who are in prekindergarten through

grade 12. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year:

(a) Digital materials must include CAPE Digital Tool

certificates, workplace industry certifications, and OSHA

industry certifications identified pursuant to s. 1008.44 for

students with disabilities; and

(b) Each student’s individual educational plan for students

with disabilities developed pursuant to this chapter must

identify the CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry

certifications the student seeks to attain before high school

graduation.
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fupding—by—o mber—1—2043-The department shall identify, by

June 15 of each year, CAPE Digital Tool certificates that
. hrol . ; :
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7
indicate a student’s digital skills. The department shall notify
each school district when the certificates are eertifieate—is
developed—and available. The certificates eertifieate shall be
made available to all public elementary and middle grades

students at= st—to—thedistriet r—echarter hools.

(a) Targeted skills to be mastered for the certificate
include digital skills that are necessary to the student’s
academic work and skills the student may need in future
employment. The skills must include, but are not limited to,
word processing; spreadsheets;—spreadsheet—display;——and
ereation—of presentations, including sound, motion, and color

presentations; digital arts; cybersecurity; and coding imetuding

sRd—text—and—graphiepr rEatiens, consistent with CAPE

industry certifications that are listed on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List, pursuant to ss. 1003.492 and
1008.44. CAPE Digital Tool certificates are eligible for

additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s.
1011.62(1) (0)1l.a s+—3003-492.

(b) A—teehnoleyq mpany—that—provid £hr reificate—must
s 4+ + | £ + N A 2 N
provie per—a materiats—ferteaching and—ass trg—th
it ts—+ SEy—E ara—th rtifieate- The school district

shall notify each middle school advisory council of the methods
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of delivery of the open-access content and assessments for the
certificates eertifieate. If there is no middle school advisory
council, notification must be provided to the district advisory
council.

(c) The Legislature intends that by July 1, 2018, on an
annual basis, at least 75 percent of public middle grades

students earn at least one CAPE Digital Tool certificate =

: D4 lau] 1 c £

1 fe o Do
lorida—Pbigital—Teot rEifiea

(4) CAPE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS.—

B +

(a) CAPE industry certifications, issued to middle school

and high school grade students, which do not articulate for

college credit, are eligible for additional full-time equivalent

membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1l.b.

(b) CAPE industry certifications, issued to high school

grade students, which articulate for college credit or do not

articulate for college credit, are eligible for additional full-

time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (0)1.b.
(5) CAPE INNOVATION AND CAPE ACCELERATION.—

(a) CAPE Innovation.—Up to five courses annually approved

by the commissioner that merge academic and career content, and

performance outcome expectations that, if met, shall articulate

for college credit and be eligible for additional full-time

equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1l.c. Such

approved courses must include at least two third-party

assessments that, if successfully completed by a student, shall

articulate for college credit. At least one of the two third-

party assessments associated with the approved courses that

articulate for college credit must be identified on the CAPE

Industry Certification Funding List. Each course that is
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approved by the commissioner must be specifically identified in

the Course Code Directory as a CAPE Innovation Course.

(b) CAPE Acceleration.—Industry certifications, annually

approved by the commissioner, that if successfully completed

shall articulate for 15 or more college credit hours and be

eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant

to s. 1011.62(1) (0o)1.d. The approved industry certification must

be specifically identified in the Industry Certification Funding

List as a CAPE Acceleration Industry Certification.
(6)+45) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Department of Education e=
a—companycontracted—with under subseetion—{4) shall collaborate

with Florida educators and school leaders to provide technical

assistance to district school boards in the implementation of
this section. Technical assistance to districts shall include,
but is not limited to, identification of digital resources,
primarily open-access resources, including digital curriculum,
instructional materials, media assets, and other digital tools
and applications; training mechanisms for teachers and others to
facilitate integration of digital resources and technologies
into instructional strategies; and model policies and procedures
that support sustainable implementation practices.

(7)46)» PARTNERSHIPS.—A district school board may seek
partnerships with other school districts, private businesses,
postsecondary institutions, or consultants to offer classes and
instruction to teachers and students to assist the school

district in providing digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool

¥ gritieons—and certificates, and CAPE industry certifications

established pursuant to this section.

(8) 4+ RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

Page 13 of 39
2/28/2014 4:56:54 PM

377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405

Florida Senate - 2014
Bill No. SB 850

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

| <o
581-01968B-14

rules to administer this section.
Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 1003.4281, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.4281 Early high school graduation.—

(EV @ £ +hi £ EENS o1
{S—For—purp F—th+ rorR—a—e¥reart—+ et +
1 1 +  + 1 hvlanhnl K 1 3 a Q + 1 1 £
gurvatent—teo—+—FFE—per hoot—year—3in—egrad through—2—Ffo¥
ded-byv—+th N dist PR L KN 1 a3t
S=2 proviadea—b Fr hoot—aistrs: Hieghr hool—ereds:
a1 £ ' hool 3 dels RN
aFRee—iir s—of—six—per—schootl—vyear—in vrses—deliveredP
£ hool—distriat i d a4t
thr hool—district—are—unpara—ered:

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 1003.4285, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.4285 Standard high school diploma designations.—

(1) Each standard high school diploma shall include, as
applicable, the following designations if the student meets the
criteria set forth for the designation:

(a) Scholar designation.—In addition to the requirements of
ss. 1003.428 and 1003.4282, as applicable, in order to earn the
Scholar designation, a student must satisfy the following
requirements:

1. English Language Arts (ELA).—When the state transitions
to common core assessments, pass the 1lth grade ELA common core
assessment.

2. Mathematics.—Earn one credit in Algebra II and one
credit in statistics or an equally rigorous course. When the
state transitions to common core assessments, students must pass
the Algebra II common core assessment.

3. Science.—Pass the statewide, standardized Biology I end-

of-course assessment and earn one credit in chemistry or physics
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and one credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or
physics.

4. Social studies.—Pass the statewide, standardized United
States History end-of-course assessment.

5. Foreign language.—Earn two credits in the same foreign
language.

6. Electives.—Earn at least one credit in an Advanced
Placement, an International Baccalaureate, an Advanced
International Certificate of Education, e¥ a dual enrollment

course, or a CAPE industry certification from the CAPE Industry

Certification Funding List which articulates for college credit.

(b) Merit designation.—In addition to the requirements of
ss. 1003.428 and 1003.4282, as applicable, in order to earn the
Merit designation, a student must attain two eme or more CAPE
industry certifications from the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List which articulate for college credit esteblished
snader—s+—3003-492.

Section 6. Section 1003.4298, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1003.4298 Reporting return on investment.—

(1) Public schools may provide students with access to

third-party assessment centers and career and professional

academy curricula in a digital format in support of CAPE

industry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates,

pursuant to ss. 1003.4203 and 1008.44, to assist public schools

and school districts to establish Florida Digital Classrooms.

(2) Third-party assessment center providers may, by United

States Postal Service, report the return on investment to the

student and family of each student who is issued a CAPE industry
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certification and CAPE Digital Tool certificate as identified on

the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List. The return on

investment report must, at a minimum, include:

(a) Estimated cost savings associated with the student

acquiring the CAPE industry certification or certifications

earned before high school graduation that articulate for college

credit relative to the private market cost of the training and

assessments associated with acquiring the postsecondary credit

without state support.

(b) College credits assigned to the CAPE industry

certifications that have a statewide articulation agreement and

the tuition and fee savings to the family associated with those

college credits.

(c) Additional CAPE industry certifications available to

students.

(3) Third-party assessment providers and career and

professional academy curricula providers are encouraged to

provide annual training to staff of the Department of Education,

staff of school district offices, instructional staff of public

schools including charter schools, and other appropriate

administrative staff through face-to-face training models;

online, video conferencing training models; and through state

regional or conference presentations.
Section 7. Subsection (4) is added to section 1003.4935,

Florida Statutes, to read:

1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy
courses and career-themed courses.—

(4) CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE industry

certifications offered in the middle grades that are included on

Page 16 of 39
2/28/2014 4:56:54 PM




464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
4717
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492

Florida Senate - 2014
Bill No. SB 850

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

| <o
581-01968B-14

the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List are eligible for

additional full-time equivalent membership pursuant to s.
1011.62(1) (0)1l.a. and b.

Section 8. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1003.53, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—

(1)

(c) A student shall be identified as being eligible to
receive services funded through the dropout prevention and
academic intervention program based upon one of the following
criteria:

1. The student is academically unsuccessful as evidenced by
low test scores, retention, failing grades, low grade point
average, falling behind in earning credits, or not meeting the
state or district proficiency levels in reading, mathematics, or
writing.

2. The student has a pattern of excessive absenteeism or
has been identified as a habitual truant.

3. The student has a history of disruptive behavior in
school or has committed an offense that warrants out-of-school
suspension or expulsion from school according to the district
school board’s code of student conduct. For the purposes of this
program, “disruptive behavior” is behavior that:

a. Interferes with the student’s own learning or the
educational process of others and requires attention and
assistance beyond that which the traditional program can provide
or results in frequent conflicts of a disruptive nature while
the student is under the Jjurisdiction of the school either in or

out of the classroom; or
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b. Severely threatens the general welfare of students or
others with whom the student comes into contact.

4. The student is identified by a school’s early warning

system pursuant to s. 1001.42(18) (b).

Section 9. Section 1006.135, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1006.135 Hazing prohibited at kigh schools with any of
grades 6-12 9—12—prohibited.—

(1) DEFINITION.—As used in this section, “hazing” means any

action or situation that reek: 1 r—intentionally endangers

the mental or physical health or safety of a student at a hiegh
school with any of grades 6 9 through 12 for purposes including,
but not limited to, initiation or admission into or affiliation
with any organization operating under the sanction of a high
school with any of grades 6 9 through 12. “Hazing” includes, but

is not limited to:+

a) Pressuring, e¥ coercing, or forcing a the student into:

1. Violating state or federal law;+

2. Consuming any food, liquor, drug, or other substance; or

3. Participating in physical activity that could adversely
affect the health or safety of the student.

(

) Any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping,

beating, branding, or exposure to the elementsy—fereed
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Hazing does not include customary athletic events or other
similar contests or competitions or any activity or conduct that
furthers a legal and legitimate objective.

(2) SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY.—Each school district shall

adopt in rule a policy that prohibits hazing and establishes

consequences for a student who commits an act of hazing. The

policy must include:

(a) A definition of hazing, which must include the

definition provided in this subsection (1).

(b) A procedure for reporting an alleged act of hazing,

including provisions that permit a person to anonymously report

such an act. However, disciplinary action may not be based

solely on an anonymous report.

(c) A requirement that a school with any of grades 9

through 12 report an alleged act of hazing to a local law

enforcement agency if the alleged act meets the criteria

established under subsection (3).

(d) A provision for referral of victims and perpetrators of

hazing to a certified school counselor.

(e) A requirement that each incident of hazing be reported

in the school’s safety and discipline report required under s.

1006.09(6) . The report must include the number of hazing

incidents reported, the number of incidents referred to a local

law enforcement agency, the number of incidents that result in

disciplinary action taken by the school, and the number of

incidents that do not result in either referral to a local law
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enforcement agency or disciplinary action taken by the school.

(3) 42> CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—This subsection applies only to

students in any of grades 9 through 12.

(a)l. A person who commits an act of hazing—a—thirddegs

£l 1 ch ol 1 ded 3 795 0NQD 795 09

felony—punishable asprovided—3n—s= = 5= = vhen
B r—she—dntentionalt r—reeklessty mrtts—anyact—ofhazing
as—defined—n—sub tien—) upon another person who is a member

of or an applicant to any type of student organization commits a

third degree felony, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

775.083, if the person knew or should have known the act would

result in serious bodily injury or death of such other person

and the act hazing results in serious bodily injury or death of

such other person.

. erson who commits an act o azin a—first—degr
2.43Ap h t t of h g7 first—deg

i sd f chalbd i ded—i 7975 0Q9 775 0Q3
mISecmeanor;pPuRTsaaeT a5—PE ESSISIS S 3 g o+ ¥ g o+ 7

h h N int £ 11 11 h| s £ £
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hazingas—defined—in—subseetion—+) upon another person who is a
member of or an applicant to any type of student organization

commits a first degree misdemeanor, punishable as provided in s.

775.082 or s. 775.083, if the person knew or should have known

the act would create a potential risk of physical injury or
death to such other person and the act hkazing creates a

potential substantial risk of physical injury or death to such

other person.

(b)44)» As a condition of any sentence imposed pursuant to

paragraph (a) subseetion {2} —or —sub tt+en—3), the court:
1. Shall order the defendant to attend and complete a 4-
hour hazing education course and may also impose a condition of

drug or alcohol probation.
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2. May require the defendant to make a public apology to

the students and victims at the school.

3. May require the defendant to participate in a school-

sponsored antihazing campaign to raise awareness of what

constitutes hazing and the penalties for hazing.

(c)+45)» It is not a defense to a charge of hazing that:

1.4&) Consent of the victim had been obtained;

2.4k} The conduct or activity that resulted in the death or
injury of a person was not part of an official organizational
event or was not otherwise sanctioned or approved by the
organization; or

3.4e)} The conduct or activity that resulted in death or
injury of the person was not done as a condition of membership
to an organization.

(4)+6) CONSTRUCTION.—This section shall not be construed to
preclude prosecution for a more general offense resulting from
the same criminal transaction or episode.

Section 10. Section 1007.273, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1007.273 Collegiate high school program.—

(1) Each Florida College System institution shall work with

each school district in its designated service area to establish

a collegiate high school program in a public school or public

charter school established under s. 1002.33(5) which offers

secondary education and postsecondary education.

(2) The collegiate high school program must include an

option for public school students in grade 12 participating in

the program, for 1 full school year, to earn CAPE industry

certifications pursuant to s. 1008.44, and to complete the first
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year of college towards an associate degree or baccalaureate

degree while enrolled in the program.

(3) Each Florida College System institution shall execute a

contract with each school district in its designated service

area to establish a collegiate high school program. Beginning

with the 2015-2016 school year, if the institution does not

establish the program with a school district in its designated

service area, another Florida College System institution may

execute a contract with that school district to establish the

program. The contract must be executed by January 1 of each

school year for implementation of the program during the next

school year.

(4) A Florida College System institution, in collaboration

with each school district that it enters into a contract with

under this section, shall establish student eligibility and

procedural requirements for participation in the program. At a

minimum, the student eligibility requirements must include a

performance contract, which shall be executed by the student,

the parent, the school district, and the Florida College System

institution.

(5) Each school district must enter into a contract with

the local Florida College System institution under this section

and the contract shall:

(a) Include the student eligibility and procedural

requirements in the comprehensive student progression plan

required under s. 1008.25; and

(b) Provide information to students and parents about the

collegiate high school program. Such information must include

student eligibility and procedural requirements and the return
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on investment associated with participation in the program.

(6) Each student in grade 12 who enrolls in the collegiate

high school program and successfully completes 30 credit hours

through the dual enrollment program under s. 1007.271 toward

general education courses or common prerequisites pursuant to s.

1007.25, generates a 1.0 full-time equivalent (FTE) bonus. The

total FTE bonus for each collegiate high school program shall be

reported by each school district that is a contractual partner

with a Florida College System institution for the students from

that school district. The total FTE bonus shall be added to each

school district’s total weighted FTE for funding in the

subsequent fiscal year. Each school district shall allocate at

least 80 percent of the funds provided to the district, in

accordance with this subsection, to the collegiate high school

program that generates the bonus funds.

(7) Beginning with the 2015-2016 fiscal year, for the

purpose of funding or receiving the standard tuition rate per

credit hour under s. 1007.271 from funds provided in the Florida

Education Finance Program or the Florida College System Program

Fund, a Florida College System institution may not report a

student enrolled in a dual enrollment course at the Florida

College System institution unless the institution establishes a

collegiate high school program.

(8) An institution that is eligible to participate in the

William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program, that

is a nonprofit independent college or university located and

chartered in this state, and that is accredited by the

Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges

and Schools to grant baccalaureate degrees may work with one or
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more school districts to establish a collegiate high school

program.

(a) A participating independent college or university shall

execute a contract with the school district or school districts

to establish the program.

(b) Such independent college or university shall, in

collaboration with each school district that it enters into a

contract with under this section, establish student eligibility

and procedural requirements for participation in the program. At

a minimum, the student eligibility requirements must include a

performance contract, which shall be executed by the student,

the parent, the school district, and the independent college or

university.

(c) School districts entering into contracts under this

subsection shall meet the requirements imposed under subsection
(5) .

Section 11. Section 1008.44, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
1008.44 Industr

reifiecationsy CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List and CAPE Postsecondary Industry
Certification Funding List.—

(1) Pursuant to ss. 1003.4203 and 1003.492 s+—3B803-492, the

Department of Education shall, at least annually, identify,

under rules adopted by the State Board of Education, and ke

Tadust Ceyrtifs 4 Eunds Iist +that £ b lied 3 +h
hraustry rErfreatironrFuanaEng—E+ Aot be—apptiee—3n—th
distributs £ fandl + N 1 district £+
arstribuvtron—eofr—tunaing—=t Hoot+—airstr: parsgant—t

103162+ the commissioner may at any time recommend adding the
following certificates and certifications:+

(a) CAPE industry certifications identified on the CAPE
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Industry Certification Funding List that must be applied in the

distribution of funding to school districts pursuant to s.

1011.62(1) (o) . The CAPE Industry Certification List, shall

incorporate by reference, the industry certifications on the

list that meet the requirements of s. 1009.536 and articulate

for college credit. The Commissioner of Agriculture, by August 1

of each year, may annually select two industry certifications,

that do not articulate for college credit, for inclusion on the

CAPE Industry Certification Funding List for a period of 3 years

unless otherwise approved by the curriculum review committee

pursuant to s. 1003.491. In addition, by August 1 of each year,

the not-for-profit corporation established pursuant to s.

445.004 may annually select one industry certification, that

does not articulate for college credit, for inclusion on the

CAPE Industry Certification Funding List for a period of 3 years

unless otherwise approved by the curriculum review committee

pursuant to s. 1003.491. Such industry certifications shall be

eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership,
pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o0)1.
(b) No more than 15 CAPE Digital Tool certificates limited

to the areas of word processing; spreadsheets; sound, motion,

and color presentations; digital arts; cybersecurity; and coding

pursuant to s. 1003.4203(3) that do not articulate for college

credit. Such certificates shall be available to students in

elementary school and middle school grades, and annually

identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List and

updated solely by the Chancellor of Career and Adult Education,

and be eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership

pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1.
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(c) CAPE ESE Digital Tool certificates, workplace industry

certifications, and OSHA industry certifications identified by

the Chancellor of Career and Adult Education for students with

disabilities pursuant to s. 1003.4203(2). Such certificates and

certifications shall be identified on the CAPE Industry

Certification Funding List and be eligible for additional full-

time equivalent membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1.

(d) CAPE Innovation Courses that merge academic and career

performance outcomes shall be annually approved by the

commissioner and identified pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5) (a), and

be eligible for additional full-time equivalent membership,
pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1.

(e) CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications Industry

certifications, annually approved by the commissioner, that if

successfully completed shall articulate for 15 or more college

credit hours pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5) (b), and be eligible for

additional full-time equivalent membership, pursuant to s.

1011.62(1) (0)1. The approved industry certifications must be

identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.

(2) The State Board of Education shall approve, at least
annually, the CAPE Postsecondary Industry Certification Funding
List pursuant to this section. The commissioner shall recommend,
at least annually, the CAPE Postsecondary Industry Certification
Funding List to the State Board of Education and may at any time
recommend adding certifications. The Chancellor of the State
University System, the Chancellor of the Florida College System,
and the Chancellor of Career and Adult Education shall work with
local workforce boards, other postsecondary institutions,

businesses, and industry to identify, create, and recommend to
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the commissioner industry certifications to be placed on the
funding list. The list shall be used to determine annual
performance funding distributions to school districts or Florida
College System institutions as specified in ss. 1011.80 and
1011.81, respectively. The chancellors shall review results of
the economic security report of employment and earning outcomes
produced annually pursuant to s. 445.07 s+—445-66+4 when
determining recommended certifications for the list, as well as
other reports and indicators available regarding certification
needs.

(3) In the case of rigorous industry certifications that
have embedded prerequisite minimum age, grade level, diploma or
degree, postgraduation period of work experience of at least 12
months, or other reasonable requirements that may limit the
extent to which a student can complete all requirements of the
certification recognized by industry for employment purposes,
the commissioner shall differentiate content, instructional, and
assessment requirements that, when provided by a public
institution and satisfactorily attained by a student, indicate
accomplishment of requirements necessary for funding pursuant to
ss. 1011.62, 1011.80, and 1011.81, notwithstanding attainment of
prerequisite requirements necessary for recognition by industry
for employment purposes. The differentiated requirements
established by the commissioner shall be included on #m the CAPE
Industry Certification Funding List at the time the
certification is adopted.

(4) (a) CAPE industry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool

certificates placed on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding

List must include the version of the certifications and
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certificates available at the time of the adoption and, without

further review and approval include the subsequent updates to

the certifications and certificates on the approved list, unless

the certifications and certificates are specifically removed

from the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List by the

commissioner.

(b) The commissioner may limit CAPE Industry Certifications

and CAPE Digital Tool certificates to students in certain grades

based on formal recommendations by providers of CAPE industry

certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates.

(c) For educator, student, industry, and provider planning

purposes, the Articulation Coordinating Committee shall schedule

at least six regular meetings per fiscal year to review and

consider provider requests, address the commissioner’s and

Chancellor’s decisions, and recommend adjustments to CAPE

industry certifications and CAPE Digital Tool certificates on

the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.

Section 12. Paragraphs (o), (p), and (s) of subsection (1)
of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR
OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in
determining the annual allocation to each district for

operation:
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(o) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent
membership based on successful completion of a career-themed
course pursuant to ss. 1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, or

courses with embedded CAPE industry certifications or CAPE

Digital Tool certificates, and issuance of industry

certification identified on #a the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education or CAPE Digital Tool certificates pursuant to s.
1003.4203.—

l.a. A value of 0.025 full-time equivalent student

membership shall be calculated for CAPE Digital Tool

certificates earned in elementary and middle school grades.

However, if a CAPE Digital Tool certificate is a component of a

CAPE industry certification and a middle school student is

issued the CAPE Digital Tool certificate and the related CAPE

industry certification, the full-time equivalent student

membership for the CAPE Digital Tool certificate may not be

added to the full-time equivalent student membership for the

CAPE industry certification under sub-subparagraph b.

b.3+ A value of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student

membership shall be calculated for each student who completes a
eareer—themed course as defined in s. 1003.493(1) (b) or courses

with embedded CAPE industry certifications and who is issued an

industry certification identified annually on 4 the CAPE

Industry Certification Funding List approved under rules adopted

by the State Board of Education. Tk e — i
3 1 + PR ] + 1 AN 1 £ aa ] PR A Q
R R B S e S e TS

through—12—3s50-3= A value of 0.2 full-time equivalent

membership shall be calculated for each student who is issued a
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CAPE arn industry certification that has a statewide articulation
agreement for college credit approved by the State Board of
Education. Additional FTE membership for a middle grades student

shall not exceed 1.0 additional FTE membership within a fiscal

year. For CAPE industry certifications that do not articulate
for college credit, the Department of Education shall assign a
full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for each certification. The
State Board of Education shall include the assigned values on #n
the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List under rules adopted
by the state board. Such value shall be added to the total full-
time equivalent student membership in courses seceondary—eareer
edueation—programs for grades 6 9 through 12 in the subsequent
year for courses that were not provided through dual enrollment.
CAPE industry certifications earned through dual enrollment must
be reported and funded pursuant to s. 1011.80 ss+—363++-80—=and
10438+,

c. A value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership

shall be calculated for the courses identified on the CAPE

Industry Certification Funding List and approved by the

commissioner pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5) (a) and s. 1008.44.

d. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership

shall be calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry

Certifications that articulate for 15 to 29 college credit hours

and 1.0 full-time equivalent student membership shall be

calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that

articulate for 30 or more college credit hours pursuant to CAPE

Acceleration Industry Certifications approved by the

commissioner pursuant to s. 1003.4203(5) (b) and s. 1008.44.

2. Each district must allocate at least 80 percent of the
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funds provided for CAPE industry certification, in accordance
with this paragraph, to the program that generated the funds.
This allocation may not be used to supplant funds provided for
basic operation of the program. Unless a different amount is
specified in the General Appropriations Act, the appropriation
for this calculation is limited to $60 million annually. If the
appropriation is insufficient to fully fund the total
calculation, the appropriation shall be prorated.

3. For CAPE industry certifications earned in the 2013-2014
school year and in subsequent years, the school district shall
distribute to each classroom teacher who provided direct
instruction toward the attainment of a CAPE an industry
certification that qualified for additional full-time equivalent
membership under subparagraph 1.

a. A bonus in the amount of $25 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the
attainment of a CAPE an industry certification on the CAPE
Industry Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.1.

b. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the
attainment of a CAPE an industry certification on the CAPE

Industry Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.2 or 0.3.

hd 1 = + a + vl b A =
mempbership—ealecutationmust—incetud re—adatrtional—FrE—for—any
tudent—wh a s + +the 2000-2010 201020611
Tete Rt —wit SIS Sc rerfreation—Fn—th 7 1
2011201 £3 h £ 1 Firrdded S:
afrer - I2—fisealt TFS—Wh aSs—Rot—previousty—funded—ana—wa
1led 01 013
Arottea—ih 3

Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to
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teachers who are employed by the district in the year in which
the additional FTE membership calculation is included in the
calculation. Bonuses shall be calculated based upon the
associated weight of a CAPE an industry certification on the
CAPE Industry Certification Funding List for the year in which
the certification is earned by the student. Any bonus awarded to
a teacher under this paragraph may not exceed $2,000 in any
given school year and is in addition to any regular wage or
other bonus the teacher received or is scheduled to receive.

(p) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent
membership based upon early high school graduation.—
Netwithstanding—s+—310+1-63{4)+ Each unpaid—high school—eredit
deltivered—by—= school district may receive funding for each
L : . , . 1 ) Ly )
distriet—as /6 FFE—when—the student who graduates early
pursuant to s. 1003.4281. A district may earn 0.25 additional
report up to /2 PTH for unpeid credits delivered by the
distriet for a student who graduates one semester in advance of
the student’s cohort and 0.5 additional amd—up—te—+ FTE for a

student who graduates 1 year or more in advance of the student’s

cohort. If the student was enrolled in the district as a full-
time high school student for at least 2 years, the district

shall report the additional umpaid FTE for payment in the

subsequent fiscal year deliveredby—the distrietduringth

tudent!s—prier—enrotiment. If the student was enrolled in the

district for less than 2 years, the district of enrollment shall

report the additional umpaid FTE deliveredbythedistriet and

byv—the distriet 1 hieh—+th +udent il 1led

oY He—GTSEET Th— W et =3 Sr 2 FarS—PE TOouST sssaSEES S

Th digtrs ot £ 11 P hiah 1 2| + 1 3 154 4
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shall transfer a proportionate share of the funds earned for
early graduation the—wnpaid—FFE—to the district in which the

student was previously enrolled. Additional FTE included in the

2014-2015 Florida Education Finance Program for early graduation

shall be reported and funded pursuant to this paragraph.

D\ 3t R + g 7 =i Inl + 1 sl 1 + £ +
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Section 13. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of
section 1012.98, Florida Statutes, and subsections (4) and (7)
of that section are amended, to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—

(3) The activities designed to implement this section must:

(d) Provide middle grades instructional personnel and

school administrators with the knowledge, skills, and best
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practices necessary to support excellence in classroom

instruction and educational leadership.

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools,
Florida College System institutions, and state universities
share the responsibilities described in this section. These
responsibilities include the following:

(a)1l. The department shall disseminate to the school
community research-based professional development methods and
programs that have demonstrated success in meeting identified
student needs. The Commissioner of Education shall use data on
student achievement to identify student needs. The methods of
dissemination must include a web-based statewide performance
support system, including a database of exemplary professional
development activities, a listing of available professional
development resources, training programs, and available
assistance.

2. The web-based statewide performance support system

established pursuant to subparagraph 1. must include for middle

grades, subject to appropriation, materials related to classroom

instruction, including integrated digital instruction,

competency-based instruction, and CAPE Digital Tool certificates

and CAPE industry certifications; classroom management; student

behavior and interaction; extended learning opportunities for

students; and instructional leadership.

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional
development system as specified in subsection (3). The system
shall be developed in consultation with teachers, teacher-
educators of Florida College System institutions and state

universities, business and community representatives, and local
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education foundations, consortia, and professional
organizations. The professional development system must:

1. Be approved by the department. All substantial revisions
to the system shall be submitted to the department for review
for continued approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and
instructional strategies and methods that support rigorous,
relevant, and challenging curricula for all students. Schools
and districts, in developing and refining the professional
development system, shall also review and monitor school
discipline data; school environment surveys; assessments of
parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of teachers,
managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met
by improved professional performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup
support appropriate to accomplish district-level and school-
level improvement goals and standards. The inservice activities
for instructional personnel shall focus on analysis of student
achievement data, ongoing formal and informal assessments of
student achievement, identification and use of enhanced and
differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize rigor,
relevance, and reading in the content areas, enhancement of
subject content expertise, integrated use of classroom
technology that enhances teaching and learning, classroom
management, parent involvement, and school safety.

4. Include a master plan for inservice activities, pursuant
to rules of the State Board of Education, for all district

employees from all fund sources. The master plan shall be
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updated annually by September 1, must be based on input from
teachers and district and school instructional leaders, and must
use the latest available student achievement data and research
to enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each district
inservice plan must be aligned to and support the school-based
inservice plans and school improvement plans pursuant to s.

1001.42(18). Each district inservice plan must provide a

description of the training that middle grades instructional

personnel and school administrators receive on the district’s

code of student conduct adopted pursuant to s. 1006.07;

integrated CAPE Digital Tool instruction and competency-based

instruction, including CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE

industry certifications; classroom management; student behavior

and interaction; extended learning opportunities for students;

and instructional leadership. District plans must be approved by

the district school board annually in order to ensure compliance
with subsection (1) and to allow for dissemination of research-
based best practices to other districts. District school boards
must submit verification of their approval to the Commissioner
of Education no later than October 1, annually. Each school
principal may establish and maintain an individual professional
development plan for each instructional employee assigned to the
school as a seamless component to the school improvement plans
developed pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). An individual professional
development plan must be related to specific performance data
for the students to whom the teacher is assigned, define the
inservice objectives and specific measurable improvements
expected in student performance as a result of the inservice

activity, and include an evaluation component that determines
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the effectiveness of the professional development plan.

5. Include inservice activities for school administrative
personnel that address updated skills necessary for
instructional leadership and effective school management
pursuant to s. 1012.986.

6. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and
state personnel designated to provide technical assistance and
evaluation of local professional development programs.

7. Provide for delivery of professional development by
distance learning and other technology-based delivery systems to
reach more educators at lower costs.

8. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality and
effectiveness of professional development programs in order to
eliminate ineffective programs and strategies and to expand
effective ones. Evaluations must consider the impact of such
activities on the performance of participating educators and
their students’ achievement and behavior.

9. For middle grades, emphasize:

a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and

instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to

the state academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.

c. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving,

inquiry-driven research and analytical approaches for students;

strategies and tools based on student needs; competency-based

instruction; integrated digital instruction; and project-based

instruction.

d. Availability of CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE

industry certifications available pursuant to s. 1003.4203 and
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Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 must include

in its school improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a

description of the specific strategies used by the school to

implement each item listed in this subparagraph.

(7) (2) The Department of Education shall disseminate, using
web-based technology, research-based best practice methods by
which the state and district school boards may evaluate and
improve the professional development system. The best practices
must include data that indicate the progress of all students.
The department shall report annually to the State Board of
Education and the Legislature any school district that, in the
determination of the department, has failed to provide an
adequate professional development system. This report must
include the results of the department’s investigation and of any
intervention provided.

(b) The department shall also disseminate, using web-based

technology, professional development in the use of integrated

digital instruction at schools that include middle grades. The

professional development must provide training and materials

that districts can use to provide instructional personnel with

the necessary knowledge, skills, and strategies to effectively

blend digital instruction into subject-matter curricula. The

professional development must emphasize online learning and

research techniques, reading instruction, the use of digital

devices to supplement the delivery of curricular content to

students, and digital device management and security. Districts

are encouraged to incorporate the professional development as
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1102 part of their professional development system.
1103 Section 14. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE - Substantial Changes

Summary:

CS/SB 850 expands rigorous curricular, instructional, and assessment options available to public
elementary, middle, and high school students.

The bill expands options to elementary students, expands options and strengthens requirements
for middle grade students, expands options and strengthens requirements for high school
students, and requires the Florida College System (FCS) institutions to establish collegiate high
school program for students in every school district in the colleges’ designated service area.

Specifically, the bill:

e Clarifies digital skill areas and certificate options for elementary students;

e Expands acceleration options and strengthens accountability requirements for middle
grade students;

e Specifies professional development requirements for middle grade teachers related to
accountability requirements and new digital skills and content available to students;

e Establishes requirements for FCS institutions and school districts to provide a collegiate
high school pathway for high school students to earn a full year of college credit while
enrolled in high school;

e Provides additional career-themed options for students in high school grades through new
career-themed innovative courses and acceleration programs that, if successfully
completed, are eligible to earn both high school and college credit; and
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e Authorizes industry certification providers to notify students and parents about the
college credits earned by the students, and the savings associated with earning the college
credits, as a return on the investment of state dollars for the industry certifications earned
by the student while in public school.

Additionally, the bill establishes bonus funding for elementary schools and teachers who directly
assist students in attaining new digital skills, and expands funding to middle and high schools
and teachers who directly assist students in attaining digital skills and industry certifications.
Bonus funding is calculated as a component of the Florida Education Finance Program.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2014,
Present Situation:

Since 2007, the Legislature has established, revised, and expanded options for students to meet
curricular, instructional, and assessment requirements necessary to advance through K-12 public
education. Over the years, while many of the traditional acceleration options naturally merged
into student progression plans, some acceleration options remain as separate programs available
only to the students who know that such acceleration options exist. Since 2012, however, the
Legislature has required school districts to expand rigorous options for students to meet middle
and high school requirements which are intended to prepare students for success in college and
career.

In 2007, the Legislature created the Florida Career and Professional Education (CAPE) Act to:!

e Improve middle and high school academic performance by providing rigorous and
relevant curriculum opportunities;

e Provide rigorous and relevant career-themed courses? that articulate to postsecondary-
level coursework and lead to industry certification;

e Support local and regional economic development;

e Respond to Florida’s critical workforce needs; and

e Provide state residents with access to high-wage and high-demand careers.

Through third-party assessments called “industry certifications”, students demonstrate
competency to perform specifically-tailored, industry-endorsed and -recognized, skills and
abilities required by industry to perform particular jobs.

The State Board of Education (SBE) adopts by rule, the list of industry certifications that are
eligible for funding through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP).2 The list of industry
certifications approved by Workforce Florida, Inc., and the Florida Department of Education

! Section 1003.491(1), F.S.

2 A “career-themed course” is a course, or a course in a series of courses, that leads to an industry certification identified in
the Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of Education. Career-themed courses
have industry-specific curriculum aligned directly to priority workforce needs established by the regional workforce board or
the Department of Economic Opportunity. Section 1003.493(1)(b), F.S.

3 Sections 1008.44 and 1003.492, F.S.
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(DOE), called the Industry Certification Funding List, is updated annually.* Industry
certifications on the “Gold Standard Career Pathways” list, which is incorporated by reference in
SBE rule,® articulate to Associate in Applied Science and Associate in Science degree programs
and are a subset of the Industry Certification Funding List®.”

In 2011, the Legislature authorized district school boards to develop and implement a digital
curriculum for students in grades 6 through 12 to enable students’ attainment of competencies in
web communications and web design. Pursuant to the 2011 legislation,® the digital curriculum
could include web-based skills, web-based core technologies, web design, use of digital
technologies and markup language in the digital curriculum to show competency in computer
skills, and use of web-based core technologies to design creative, informational, and content
standards for web-based digital products that demonstrate proficiency in creating, publishing,
testing, monitoring, and maintaining a website. The digital curriculum could be integrated into
another subject area or offered as a separate course. The 2011 legislation required the DOE to
develop a model digital curriculum to serve as a guide for district school boards in the
development of a digital curriculum. To provide district school boards further assistance in
providing digital curriculum instruction, district school boards were encouraged to seek
partnerships with private businesses and consultants to offer classes and instruction to teachers
and students.®

In 2012, the Legislature focused on increasing acceleration options for students by requiring
public schools to expand curricular, assessment, and instructional options to students. The
Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) program was established
to require options that provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated instruction to
students in kindergarten through grade 12 through parental notification and parent-initiated
student participation. Pursuant to the 2012 legislation,® each school must, at a minimum, offer
the following ACCEL options: whole-grade and midyear promotion; subject matter acceleration;
virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and the Credit Acceleration Program.
Additional ACCEL options may include, but not be limited to, enriched science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) coursework; enrichment programs; flexible grouping;
advanced academic courses; combined classes; self-paced instruction; curriculum compacting;
advanced-content instruction; and telescoping curriculum. School principals and school districts
establish student eligibility requirements for participation in the ACCEL options. Information
about ACCEL options is included in the school district’s comprehensive student progression
plan.!! The 2012 legislation also clarified rigorous career-themed courses (i.e., courses that lead
to industry certifications) as acceleration options that allow students to engage in, and blend,
both academic and career-oriented courses as components of their programmatic experiences.

4 Section 1003.492(2), F.S.

5> Rule 6A-10.0401, F.A.C.

& The Industry Certification Funding List is adopted by State Board of Education Rule. Section 1008.44, F.S.

" Florida Department of Education, Process for Establishing Gold Standard Career Pathways Industry Certification to
AAS/AS Degree Statewide Articulation Agreements, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/dwdframe/pdf/GSCPICprocess.pdf.

8 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.

9 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.

10 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.

11 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.
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In 2013, the Legislature distinguished between industry certifications that are eligible to
articulate for college credit and industry certifications that do not articulate for college credit,
and provided additional weighted funding for industry certifications eligible to articulate for
college credit. The legislation? also provided options for high school students to substitute
rigorous industry certifications (those eligible to articulate for college credit) for math and
science credits required for high school graduation, and provided bonus funding not only to the
school districts, but also to the teachers directly associated with instruction to students who earn
industry certifications.!® The bonus funding model for earning industry certifications is similar to
the bonus funding for earning college credits through Advanced Placement, and is part of the
calculated funding associated with the FEFP.

Effect of Proposed Changes:

CS/SB 850 expands rigorous curricular, instructional, and assessment options available to public
elementary, middle, and high school students.

The bill expands options to elementary students, expands options and strengthens requirements
for middle grade students, expands options and strengthens requirements for high school
students, and requires the Florida College System (FCS) institutions to provide collegiate high
school programs for students in every school district in the colleges’ designated service area.

Elementary Grades

The bill revises 2011 legislation that created digital curriculum, and deletes un-implemented
2013 legislation®® that created “recognitions”, to instead identify acceleration options and bonus
funding opportunities for schools and teachers of students who attain skill sets identified on a
funding list annually identified by the state.

Specifically, the bill strikes reference to Florida Cyber Security Recognition, Florida Digital Arts
Recognition, and Florida Tools Certificate and re-establishes a focus on CAPE Digital Tool
certificates and skill sets. The bill also provides additional bonus funding in the Florida
Education Finance Program (FEFP) for every student who earns a certificate and bonus funding
for every teacher directly associated with that student’s accomplishment.

Middle School Grades

The bill builds on the 2012 Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning
(ACCEL) legislation®® by expanding access to acceleration options for students in middle grades,
and strengthening middle grades accountability and professional development requirements.

The bill expands acceleration options and bonus funding opportunities for schools and teachers
of middle grade students who attain skill sets identified on a funding list annually identified by

12 Chapter 2013-27, L.O.F.

13 Section 1011.62, F.S.

14 Section 17, ch. 2011-175, L.O.F., codified at s. 1003.4203, F.S.
15 Chapter 2013-27, L.O.F.

16 Section 1, ch. 2012-191, L.O.F., codified at s. 1002.3105, F.S.
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V.

the state. Specifically, the bill provides additional bonus funding in the FEFP for every student
who earns a CAPE Digital Tool certificate or industry certification and bonus funding for every
teacher directly associated with that student’s accomplishment.

Additionally, the bill strengthens accountability requirements in middle grades by requiring
schools that include grades 6, 7, or 8, to implement an early warning system to identify students
who are at-risk of not graduating from high school, including some indicators specified in the
bill. The bill also extends anti-hazing provisions into grades 6 through 8, and requires school
districts to adopt anti-hazing policies and consequences for violation of such policies. Such early
warning systems and anti-hazing policies are intended to mitigate student dropout and truancy
issues in school so that students feel protected and have access to the educational opportunities,
including acceleration options, provided by the state.

The bill also specifies professional development requirements for middle grades instructional
personnel and administrators regarding accountability requirements, integrated digital
instruction, and new digital skills and content available to students. Equipping teachers and
administrators with the necessary knowledge, skills, and strategies will likely result in improved
student performance outcomes.

High School Grades

The bill establishes requirements for FCS institutions and school districts to provide a collegiate
high school pathway for high school students to earn a full year of college credit while enrolled
in high school. Specifically, the bill:

e Requires FCS institutions and school districts to establish a collegiate high school
program that provides bonus funding to school districts for assisting students in grade 12,
enrolled in the collegiate high school program, who successfully complete 30 credit hours
and limits funding to FCS institutions if the colleges do not establish a collegiate high
school program.

e Provides options for students in high school grades through new innovative courses and
acceleration programs that, when accomplished, are eligible to earn both high school and
college credit; and,

e Authorizes industry certification providers to notify students and parents of the college
credits earned by the students and the savings associated with earning the college credits,
as a return on the investment of state dollars for the industry certification earned by the
student in public school.

The bill takes effect on July 1, 2014.
Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

Under the rigorous acceleration options afforded by the bill, if a student successfully
completes one year of college and earns industry certifications before graduating from
high school, the student and the student’s family will likely save significant costs
associated with college education and earning industry certifications after graduating
from high school.

C. Government Sector Impact:

Expanded weighted funding provided through this bill for CAPE Digital Tool certificates
and industry certifications, including bonus funding for teachers, is calculated within the
Florida Education Funding Program.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.42, 1003.42,
1003.4203, 1003.4281, 1003.4285, 1003.4935, 1003.53, 1006.135, 1008.44, 1011.62, and
1012.98.

This bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1003.4298 and 1007.273.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Substantial Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
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CS by Education on March 4, 2014
The committee substitute differs from SB 850 in the following ways:

e Maintains the original substance of SB 850 with modifications that:

o Require each school district to contract with the local Florida College
System institution to establish the collegiate high school program.

o Clarify a 1.0 FTE bonus funding is generated for each student in grade 12
who enrolls in the collegiate high school program and successfully
completes 30 credit hours through the dual enrollment program toward
general education courses or common prerequisites.

e Adds new acceleration provisions that:

o Expand rigorous acceleration course, instructional, and assessment options
for students in kindergarten through grade 12.

o Extend funding through the Florida Education Finance Program to schools
and teachers of students who earn industry certificates and certifications.

o Create CAPE Innovation Courses that merge academic and career content,
include at least two third-party assessments, and articulate for college
credit if successfully completed.

o Create CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that articulate for 15 or
more college credits if successfully completed.

e Adds new middle grades accountability provisions that:

o Require public schools to implement an early warning system to identify
students who are at-risk of not graduating from high school.

o Require school districts to adopt anti-hazing policies and consequences for
violation of such policies.

o Require the Florida Department of Education to provide web-based
professional development to school districts to help teachers integrate
digital instruction into their classrooms.

o Clarifies that the statewide, standardized assessment is the assessment associated
with earning a Scholar designation on the standard high school diploma.

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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17-01275E-14 201
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; creating s. 1007.273,
F.S.; requiring a Florida College System institution
to work with each school district in its designated
service area to establish a collegiate high school
program; providing options for participation in a
collegiate high school program; requiring a Florida
College System institution to execute a contract with
each school district in its designated service area to
establish the program; authorizing another Florida
College System institution to execute a contract with
the school district in certain circumstances;
requiring the contract to be executed by a specified
date for the purpose of implementation; requiring
Florida College System institutions to collaborate
with the school districts they enter into contracts
with to establish student eligibility and procedural
requirements for participation in the program;
requiring that a performance contract be included in
the eligibility requirements; requiring a
participating school district to include student
eligibility and procedural requirements in the
district’s comprehensive student progression plan and
to inform students and parents about the collegiate
high school program; providing the calculation for
funding the collegiate high school program;
prohibiting a Florida College System institution from

reporting certain funds for purposes of funding or

receiving the standard tuition rate per credit hour
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for a student enrolled in a dual enrollment course at
the institution unless the institution establishes a
collegiate high school program; providing that certain
independent colleges and universities are eligible to
work with school districts to establish a collegiate
high school program; requiring such independent
colleges and universities to collaborate with the
school districts they enter into contracts with to
establish student eligibility and procedural
requirements for participation in the program;
requiring that a performance contract be included in
the eligibility requirements; requiring a
participating school district to include student
eligibility and procedural requirements in the
district’s comprehensive student progression plan and
to inform students and parents about the collegiate

high school program; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1007.273, Florida Statutes, is crea

to read:

1007.273 Collegiate high school program.—

(1) Each Florida College System institution shall work

SB 850

4850

ted

with

each school district in its designated service area to esta

blish

a collegiate high school program in a public school or publ

ic

charter school established under s. 1002.33(5) which offers

secondary education and postsecondary education.

(2) The collegiate high school program must include an
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option for public school students in grade 12 participating in

the program, for one full school year, to earn industry

certifications pursuant to s. 1008.44, and to complete the first

year of college towards an associate degree or baccalaureate

degree while enrolled in the program.

(3) Each Florida College System institution shall execute a

contract with each school district in its designated service

area to establish a collegiate high school program. Beginning

with the 2015-2016 school year, if the institution does not

establish the program with a school district in its designated

service area, another Florida College System institution may

execute a contract with that school district to establish the

program. The contract must be executed by January 1 of each

school year for implementation of the program during the next

school year.

(4) A Florida College System institution, in collaboration

with each school district that it enters into a contract with

under this section, shall establish student eligibility and

procedural requirements for participation in the program. At a

minimum, the student eligibility requirements must include a

performance contract, which shall be executed by the student,

the parent, the school district, and the Florida College System

institution.

(5) Each school district that enters into a contract under

this section shall:

(a) Include the student eligibility and procedural

requirements in the comprehensive student progression plan

required under s. 1008.25; and

(b) Provide information to students and parents about the
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collegiate high school program. Such information must include

student eligibility and procedural requirements and the return

on investment associated with participation in the program.

(6) Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, and each year

thereafter, the sum of a student’s full-time equivalent student

membership value for the school year or the equivalent may

exceed the 1.0 full-time equivalent student membership value if

the student participates in the collegiate high school program

established by a Florida College System institution and enrolls

in core courses of the subject areas referenced in s. 1006.40(2)

through the dual enrollment program under s. 1007.271 upon

meeting the student eligibility requirements for the dual

enrollment program.

(7) Beginning with the 2015-2016 fiscal year, for the

purpose of funding or receiving the standard tuition rate per

credit hour under s. 1007.271 from funds provided in the Florida

Education Finance Program or the Florida College System Program

Fund, a Florida College System institution may not report a

student enrolled in a dual enrollment course at the Florida

College System institution unless the institution establishes a

collegiate high school program.

(8) An institution that is eligible to participate in the

William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program, that

is a nonprofit independent college or university located and

chartered in this state, and that is accredited by the

Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges

and Schools to grant baccalaureate degrees may work with one or

more school districts to establish a collegiate high school

program.
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(a) A participating independent college or university shall

execute a contract with the school district or school districts

to establish the program.

(b) Such independent college or university shall, in

collaboration with each school district that it enters into a

contract with under this section, establish student eligibility

and procedural requirements for participation in the program. At

a minimum, the student eligibility requirements must include a

performance contract, which shall be executed by the student,

the parent, the school district, and the independent college or

university.

(c) School districts entering into contracts under this

subsection shall meet the requirements imposed under subsection
(5) .

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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Summary:

SPB 7060 makes substantial changes to Florida’s public school statewide assessment and
accountability system, including revisions to school grading and school improvement rating
systems. The bill provides for a 1-year transition period to new statewide, standardized
assessments.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2014.
Il. Present Situation:
Florida Statewide Assessment and Accountability System

Florida’s school grading system was created in 1999 as a part of substantial changes to the state’s
school improvement and accountability system.! The law designated school grade categories and
specified the metrics used to measure school performance.? Since that time, the school grading
system has undergone a number of significant changes.®

School Grades

The measure of school accountability is the school grade.* The following letter grades are used to
designate school performance:®

! Section 7 of chapter 99-398, L.O.F., codified in s. 229.57, F.S., subsequently repealed by s. 378, ch. 2002-387, L.O.F, and
codified in s. 1008.34, F.S.

21d.

3 Florida School Grades’ History of Change, Florida Department of Education, April 2013, Approval of Amendment to Rule
6A-1.09981, Implementation of Florida's System of School Improvement and Accountability. (last visited March 1, 2014)

4 Rule 6A-1.09981(3), F.A.C.

> Section 1008.34(2), F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(6)(a), F.A.C.
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“A,” schools making excellent progress.

e “B,” schools making above average progress.

e “C,” schools making satisfactory progress.

e “D,” schools making less than satisfactory progress.
e “F,” schools failing to make adequate progress.

The criteria for designating school performance grades are based on a combination of the
following:®

e Student achievement scores on statewide, standardized assessments under s. 1008.22,
F.S., and the achievement scores for students seeking a special diploma.’

e Student learning gains in Reading or English Language Arts and Mathematics as
measured by statewide, standardized assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22,
F.S., including gains for students seeking a special diploma, as measured by an alternate
assessment.’

e Improvement of the lowest 25" percentile of students in the school in Reading or English
Language Arts and Mathematics, as measured by standardized statewide assessments
pursuant to s. 1008.22, F.S., unless these students are exhibiting satisfactory
performance.®

e Performance and participation of middle school students enrolled in high school level
courses with end-of-course (EOC) assessments and attainment of industry certification,
when data are available.*

In addition to the above, a high school grade is based on the following:
e 4-year and 5-year high school graduation rate and a 4-year and 5-year high school
graduation rate for at-risk students, defined as students who scored Level 1 or 2 on the
grade 8 assessment in English Language Arts and Mathematics.*

® Section 1008.34(3)(b), F.S. Rule 6A-6.0909, F.A.C., provides that English Language Learners (ELL) who have been
enrolled in school in the U.S. for less than 12 months may be exempted from the statewide assessment in Reading and must
take the annual Comprehensive English Language Learning Assessment (CELLA) assessment, which measures the progress
of a student’s proficiency in English. An exemption from participation in any component of the statewide assessment
program for an individual student may only be made by specific action of an ELL committee and only for a student whose
date of classification as an English Language Learner falls within one year prior to the assessment date. Rule 6A-1.09432,
F.A.C. See http://www.fldoe.org/aala/cella.asp (last visited March 1, 2014).

" Section 1008.34(3)(b)1.a., F.S. and Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(a)1.a., F.A.C. Based on FCAT 2.0 Reading in grades 3 through 10,
and FCAT 2.0 Mathematics in grades 3 through 8; FCAT 2.0 Science in grades 5 and 8; FCAT Writing in grades 4, 8, and
10; Florida Alternate Assessment; statewide high school end-of-course (EOC) assessments in Algebra 1, Biology, and
Geometry; and middle school statewide EOC assessment in Civics (beginning 2014-15). Statewide EOC assessment scores
for students who pass statewide high school EOC assessments in middle school will be banked for inclusion in the high
school performance measures addressed in this paragraph when these students enroll in grade 9.

8 Section 1008.34(3)(b)1.b., F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(b)1.b., F.A.C., provides for annual student learning gains as measured
by Reading and Mathematics (including Algebra | and Geometry end-of-course (EOC) assessments) in applicable grades.

% Section 1008.34(3)(b)1.c., F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(a)l.c., F.A.C.

10 Section 1008.34(3)(b)2., F.S. Performance and participation must be weighted equally.

11 Section 1008.34(3)(b)3.a. and 3.d., F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(a)1.d. and (4)(c)1.a. and b., F.A.C.
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e Performance and participation of high school students in College Board Advanced
Placement (AP) courses, International Baccalaureate (I1B) courses, dual enroliment
courses, and Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) courses; and the
students’ achievement of national industry certification identified in the Industry
Certification Funding List, pursuant to State Board of Education rules.*?

e Postsecondary readiness of all on-time graduates, as measured by SAT, ACT, PERT,
common placement test (CPT).13

e Performance on statewide, standardized EOC assessments:* and
e Growth or decline in high school components.™

Currently, the procedure for calculating the school grade and the scale used to determine a school
grade are specified in State Board of Education rule.'® Additionally, the award of bonus points to
schools is specified in rule.t’

School Improvement Ratings

Alternative schools, may choose to receive either a school grade or a school improvement
rating.® An alternative school that earns a school improvement rating receives one of the
following:*®

e “Improving” — students are making more academic progress at the alternative school than
when the students were served in their home schools;

e ‘“Maintaining” — students are making progress at the alternative school equivalent to
academic progress made when the students were served in their home schools; or

e “Declining” — students are making less academic progress at the alternative school than when

the students were served in their home schools.

School improvement ratings are indicators of whether an alternative school’s performance has
improved, remained the same, or declined compared to the prior year based on student statewide,
standardized assessment scores.?

12 Section 1008.34(3)(b)3.b., F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(a)1.d., F.A.C.

13 Section 1008.34(3)(b)3.c., F.S. Rule 6A-1.09981(1)(a)1.d., F.A.C.

14 Section 1008.34(3)(b)3.e., F.S.

15 Section 1008.34(3)(b)3.f., F.S.

16 Rule 6A-1.09981(5) and (6), F.A.C.

17 For example, Rule 6A-1.09981(5)(c)8., F.A.C., provides that bonus points are awarded if at least 50 percent of the 11th and
12th grade students in the school retaking the grade 10 Reading assessment and at least half of students in the school retaking
other statewide assessments required for graduation meet the graduation requirement.

18 Sections 1008.34(3)(a)2. and 1008.341(2), F.S. For charter schools that meet the definition of an alternative school, i.e.,
charter alternative schools, the decision to receive a school grade is the decision of the charter school governing board.
Section 1008.34(3)(a)2., F.S.

19 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.

20 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.; see also Rule 6A-1.099822, F.A.C.
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An alternative school is any school that provides dropout prevention and academic intervention
services. However, for accountability purposes, the definition of an alternative school excludes
“second chance schools”, educational programs operated or contracted by Department of
Juvenile Justice facilities, and district school board programs that serve students officially
enrolled in dropout retrieval programs. 2122

If an alternative school chooses to receive a school improvement rating instead of a school grade,
student performance is also included in the school grade of the student’s home school. %24

The achievement scores and learning gains of eligible students attending alternative schools that
provide dropout prevention and academic intervention services are credited back to the home
school for inclusion in the home school’s grade calculation. %°

District Grades

Under the statewide accountability system, school districts are also graded.?® A school district's
grade is calculated using student performance and learning gains data on statewide assessments
used for determining school grades for each eligible student enrolled for a full school year in the
district.?” This calculation methodology captures each eligible student in the district who may
have traglgsferred among schools within the district or is enrolled in a school that does not receive
a grade.

Florida School Recognition Program

The program provides financial awards to public schools that sustain high performance by
receiving a school grade of ““A,” or demonstrate exemplary improvement due to innovation and
effort by improving at least one letter grade or by improving more than one letter grade and
sustaining the improvement the following school year.?® All public schools, including charter
schools, that receive a school grade are eligible to participate in the program.®° Schools that

2L A “second chance school” means district school board programs provided through cooperative agreements between the
Department of Juvenile Justice, private providers, state or local law enforcement agencies, or other state agencies for students
who have been disruptive or violent or who have committed serious offenses. Section 1003.53(1)(d)1., F.S.

22 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.; Rule 6A-1.099822(2)(a), F.A.C.; cf. s. 1008.341(3), F.S. (stating that the assessment scores of
students who are subject to district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or serious offenses, who are in dropout
retrieval programs serving students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who are in programs operated or
contracted by the Department of Juvenile Justice may not be included in an alternative school’s school improvement rating.)
23 “Home school” means the school to which the student would be assigned if the student were not assigned to an alternative
school. Section 1008.34(3)(c)3., F.S.

24 Section 1008.34(3)(c)3., F.S.; see also s. 1008.341, F.S.

%5 Section 1008.34(3)(c)3., F.S.; cf. rule 6A-1.099822(6), F.A.C. (stating that the student performance of eligible students
shall be included in the students’ home school’s grade as well as the school’s school improvement rating, if the school is not
a charter alternative school). This presumes that students are not assigned to charter alternative schools.

26 Section 1008.34(7), F.S.

27 d.

2 d.

29 Section 1008.36, F.S.

30 d.
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improve at least one level or maintain an “improving” rating are also eligible for school

recognition awards.>!

The charts below describe the current models used for calculating school grades for elementary,
middle, and high school grades.

Current Elementary School Grade Model® (800 possible points)

Reading

Math

Writing

Science

Achievement

(100 points)

100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

Learning Gains — with additional weights for certain types of gains

(100 points)

(100 points)

gains

Low 25% Learning Gains — with addition

al weights for certain types of

(100 points)

(100 points)

(300 points)

(300 points)

(100 points)

| (200 points)

improvement)

A school grade is lowered one letter grade below what the point total indicate if:
e  Fewer than 50% of the Low 25% demonstrate gains in reading and mathematics (or show annual

e  Fewer than 25% of students are reading at or above grade level
e  Fewer than 95% of eligible students are tested, and the school earned enough points for an “A”

Current Middle School Model 2013-14 (900 possible points)

Reading |

Math

| Writing

Science

Acceleration

Achievement

(100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

Middle School
Students’

of gains

Learning Gains - with additional weights for certain types

(100 points)

(100 points)

certain types of gains

Low 25% Learning Gains - with additional weights for

(100 points)

(100 points)

Participation in and
Performance on
High School Level
EOC assessments
and Industry
Certifications
(100 points)

(300 points)

(300 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

A school grade is lowered one letter grade below what the point total indicate if:
e  Fewer than 50% of the Low 25% demonstrate gains in reading and mathematics (or show annual improvement)
e  Fewer than 25% of students are reading at or above grade level
e  Fewer than 95% of eligible students are tested, and the school earned enough points for an “A”

31 Section 1008.341(2), F.S.

32 Florida Department of Education, Proposed Florida School Accountability Plan, Commissioner of Education, February 18,
2014 , See http://www.fldoe.org/board/meetings/2014_02_18/agenda.asp , (last visited March 2, 2014)
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Current High School Model 2013-14 (1600 possible points)

Assessment Components — 50%

“Other” Components — 50%

(100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points for
Participation)
(100 points for
Performance)

At-Risk, 4-
year
(50 points)
At-risk, 5-
year
(50 points)

Math
(100 points)

Mathematics Social
(Algebra, Science Graduation College Studies
Reading Geometry) Writing (Biology) Acceleration Rate Readiness | (US History)
Achievement A total of
four
. ; : ; L raduation
(100 points) (100 points) (100 points) (100 points) Participation & g s
- - - o Performance in >
Learning Gains - with additional AP, IB, AICE, (200 points) Percent of
weights for certain types of gain dual graduates that
enrollment, Overall, 4- are “college
(100 points) | (100 points) andfor industry year ready” based
certification — (100 points) | on SAT, ACT,
with additional and/or PERT
Low 25% Learning Gains — with weights for Overall, 5- 10:)50(.:
additional weights for certain multiple (1ogear' ) Reading ( points)
i articipation & points .
types of gains pper foFr)mance (100 points)

(300 points)

(300 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

(200 points)

(300 points)

(200 points)

(100 points)

A school grade is lowered one letter grade below what the point total indicate if:
e  Fewer than 50% of the Low 25% demonstrate gains in reading and mathematics (or show annual improvement)
e  Fewer than 25% of students are reading at or above grade level
e  Fewer than 65% of at-risk students graduate from high school, and the school earned enough points for an “A”
e  Fewer than 95% of eligible students are tested, and the school earned enough points for an “A”

Students with Disabilities

Current law provides a process for granting an extraordinary exemption from administration of a
statewide, standardized assessment for a student with a disability who has not had allowable
accommodations offered due to technology limitations in the testing administration program or

whose assessment results would reflect the student’s condition rather than student achievemen

t.33

The law also provides for an exemption, based on an individual education plan (IEP) team
determination, as well as a process for requesting an exemption from testing during a particular
testing window.®* The latter request must be made to the district superintendent before each
testing window with a recommendation by him or her to the Commissioner of Education. A
parent is permitted to appeal the Commissioner’s decision.

33 Section 1008.212, F.S.

¥ 1d.
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Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SPB 7060 makes substantial changes to Florida’s public school statewide assessment and
accountability system, including revisions to school grading and school improvement rating
systems. The bill provides for a 1-year transition period to new statewide, standardized
assessments. By clarifying definitions and removing extraneous calculation components, the bill
ultimately simplifies how school grades are calculated and reported.

School Grades
Definitions

For purposes of the statewide, standardized assessment program and the school grading system,
the bill defines “achievement level” as the level of content mastery a student has acquired in a
particular subject as measured by a statewide, standardized assessment. There are five
achievement levels. Level 1 is the lowest achievement level, level 5 is the highest achievement
level, and level 3 indicates satisfactory performance. Under the bill, a student passes an
assessment if the student achieves a level 3, level 4, or level 5. The State Board of Eduction must
provide, in rule, the number of achievement levels and identify the achievement levels that are
considered passing on the Florida Alternate Assessment.®

The bill also defines “learning gains” as the degree of student learning growth occurring from
one school year to the next as required by State Board rule for purposes of calculating school
grades. Additionally, the bill defines “student performance” to include student learning growth,
achievement levels, and learning gains on statewide, standardized assessments administered
pursuant to s. 1008.22, F.S.

School Grade Calculations

The bill substantially revises the school grading system, beginning with the 2014-2015 school
year. The bill re-focuses the school grading formula on student success measures of
achievement, learning gains, graduation, and earning college credit and/or industry certifications.

Specifically, the bill bases the grades on the percentage of total points earned, rather than the raw
score of total points. Provisions in the current grade calculation that may raise or lower a
school’s grade beyond what the percentage of points would indicate are not included in the
revised grade model (i.e., no additional requirements, no additional weights or bonus points, no
automatic adjustments). Writing is included with the English/Language Arts components.

% The FAA is also a statewide standardized assessment for a student with a significant cognitive disability, if specific criteria
are met, such as requiring direct instruction in academics based on access points, pursuant to Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., in
order to acquire, generalize, and transfer skills across settings. Rule 6A-1.0943(1)(a) and (5), F.A.C.
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The charts below describe the components of the new grading models established in the bill.

Revised Elementary School Grade Model (700 possible points, compared to current 800)

English Language Arts (ELA)

Math

Science

Achievement

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%6)
(100 points)

(0% to (100%)
(100 points)

Learning Gains All Students

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

Lowest 25% Learning Gains

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(300 points)

(300 points)

(100 points)

Revised Middle School Grade Model (900 possible points, compared to current 900)

ELA Math

Social Studies
(Civics)

Science

Acceleration

Achievement

(0% to 100%) (0% to 100%)
(100 points) (100 points)

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

Learning Gains All Students

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

Low 25% Learning Gains

(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(0% to 100%0)
(100 points)

Percent of
Students with an
Acceleration
Success
(0% to 100%)
(100 points)

(300 points)

(300 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)

(100 points)
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Revised High School Grade Model (1000 possible points, compared to current 1600)

Assessment Components
Math Social
ELA (Algebra Studies Science Grad Rate | Acceleration
gebra, (U.S. (Biology)
Geometry) History)
Achievement
0, 0,
(0% to 100%) | (0% to 100%) (1%6"0/&8 g%g’o/t:;
) ) (100 points) | (100 points) 4 Year Percent of
Learning Gains All Students Graduation Students
Rate with an
(0% to 100%) | (0% to 100%) (0% to Acceleration
(100 points) (100 points) 100%) Success
Low 25% Learning Gains (100 points) (0% to
7 100%)
(0% to 100%) | (0% to 100%) 100 voint
(100 points) (100 points) (100 points)
(300 points) (300 points) | (100 points) | (100 points) | (100 points) | (100 points)

The bill establishes specific parameters for calculating school grades.

e The calculation must be based on the percentage of points earned from the components
applicable to the grade level (e.g., elementary, middle, or high school).

e There must be at least five percentage points to separate the percentage thresholds needed
to earn each school grade.

e There must not be any provision that would raise or lower the school’s grade beyond the
percentage of points earned.

e Extra weight may not be added to the calculation of any components.

e For aschool that does not have at least ten students with complete data for one or more of
the components that comprise the school grade, those components may not be used in the
calculation.

The State Board of Education is charged with periodically reviewing the school grading scale to
determine if the scale needs to be adjusted upward to meet raised expectations and encourage
increased student performance. Additionally, the State Board must adopt by rule a school
grading scale that sets the percentage of points needed to earn each school grade.

The bill also provides that the performance of students attending alternative schools are used to
calculate the home school’s grade. The performance of students designated as hospital or
homebound is attributed to the home school.

The bill provides that a school district has discretion in granting greater authority over the
allocation of the total budget generated from the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP),
state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and local funds to a school that earns a grade of “A” or
improves at least two letter grades.
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School Improvement Rating
The bill revises the current school improvement ratings and definitions to the following:

e “Commendable” — a significant percentage of the students attending the school are
making learning gains;

e “Maintaining” — a sufficient percentage of the students attending the school are making
learning gains; and

e “Unsatisfactory” — an insufficient percentage of the students attending the school are
making learning gains.

The ratings under current law compare a student’s progress at the alternative school with his or
her progress at the student’s home school. Under the bill, the ratings are based upon the student’s
learning gains at the alternative school. The bill provides for the calculation of a school
improvement rating if an alternative school does not have at least 10 students with complete data
for a school grade component. The calculation of the school improvement rating must be based
on the percentage of points earned from the existing data components.

Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, an alternative school that does not meet the
requirements for receiving a school improvement rating in the current year, and has failed to
receive a school improvement rating for the prior two consecutive years, receives a rating for the
current year. The rating is based upon a compilation of all student learning gains, for all grade
levels, for those three years. Similarly, if the school fails to meet the requirements for a rating the
following year or any year thereafter, the school’s rating is based on a compilation of student
learning gains achieved during the current and prior two years. Current law requires the ratings
to be based upon a comparison of data for the current year and previous year.

Student learning gains must be used in determining an alternative school’s school improvement
rating, which is based on the following components:
e The percentage of eligible students who make learning gains in English Language Arts,
as measured by statewide, standardized assessments; and
e The percentage of eligible students who make learning gains in mathematics, as
measured by statewide, standardized assessments.

Transition

The bill provides for a 1-year transition period, during which the calculation of school grades and
school improvement ratings for the 2013-2014 school year are based on the law and rules in
effect on June 30, 2014. School grades are calculated based on new statewide, standardized
assessments. The 2014-2015 school grades serve as an informational baseline for schools to
work toward improved performance in future years.

The bill provides hold-harmless provisions during the transition for schools subject to a
turnaround option, virtual schools or approved virtual instruction providers, and high performing
charter school systems or school districts. The bill permits the School Recognition Program to be
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implemented as provided in the General Appropriations Act. Student performance on the 2014-
2015 statewide, standardized assessments must be linked to the 2013-2014 student performance
expectations in determining 3rd grade retention and high school graduation.

School District Grades

School district grades must include a district-level calculation of the school grade components,
beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. The DOE is required to develop a district report card
that, in addition to the district grade, includes the following:

e Measures of district progress in closing the achievement gap between higher-performing
student subgroups and lower-performing student subgroups;

e Measures of district progress in demonstrating learning gains of its highest-performing
students;

e Measures of district success in improving student attendance;

e District grade-level promotion of students scoring achievement levels 1 and 2 on
statewide, standardized English Language Arts and mathematics assessments; and

e Measures of district performance in preparing students for the transition from elementary
to middle school, middle to high school, and high school to postsecondary institutions
and careers.

School Report Card

The bill provides that school report cards must include student performance in English Language
Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.

Students with Disabilities

The bill requires the Commissioner of Education to grant two additional types of exemptions
from the statewide, standardized assessments for specific students with disabilities. The
exemptions must be based on documentation from a physician who is licensed under chapter
458, F.S., and a review of the district school board superintendent’s recommendation.

A permanent exemption must be granted to a student who, as determined by a licensed
physician, is a “child with medical complexity.” A child with medical complexity is a child who
has medical fragility and intensive care needs due to a congenital or acquired multisystem
disease, a severe neurologic condition with marked functional impairment, or technology
dependent for activities of daily living. Under the bill, a one-year exemption must be granted to a
student who suffers from such a significant cognitive or physical disability that the student
temporarily lacks the capacity to take statewide, standardized assessments. A parent may request
that the student participate in statewide, standardized assessments during the term of the
exemption.
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V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.42, 1002.33,
1003.621, 1008.31, 1008.33, 1008.34, 1008.341, and 1008.3415.

This bill also creates an unnumbered section of the Florida Statutes.
IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

None.



BILL: SPB 7060 Page 13

B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2014 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7060
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FC
03/04/2014

The Committee on Education (Montford) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment
Delete lines 192 - 203

and insert:

b. The participation of its eligible students enrolled in
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College Board Advanced Placement courses;+ International
Baccalaureate courses;+ dual enrollment courses;s——eana Advanced

International Certificate of Education courses; and courses oOr

sequences of courses leading to and—thestudentsl—achievement—of
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national industry certification identified in the Industry
Certification Funding List, pursuant to rules adopted by the

State Board of Education. Participation value shall be

calculated as follows:

I. The denominator for the participation value is

calculated based upon all students in grades 11 and 12 who are

seeking a standard diploma and who are enrolled in the school

for the October and February survey periods. The denominator

includes duplicated courses to include all qualifying courses

and assessments for eligible students listed in this sub-sub-

subparagraph. The denominator must also include students in

grades 9 and 10 enrolled in qualifying courses as identified in

this sub-subparagraph as a duplicated count.

IT. The numerator for the participation value is calculated

based upon the total number of qualifying courses and

assessments in the eligible students who were enrolled in an

eligible course during the October and February survey periods.

c. The acceleration performance of its eligible students

enrolled in the school and enrolled in College Board Advanced

Placement courses; International Baccalaureate courses; dual

enrollment courses; Advanced International Certificate of

Education courses; and courses or sequences of courses leading

to national industry certification identified in the Industry

Certification Funding List, pursuant to rules adopted by the

State Board of Education. The acceleration performance value

shall be calculated as follows:

I. The denominator for the acceleration performance value

is based upon the total number of qualifying courses and

assessments administered to the eligible student group as
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identified in this sub-subparagraph.

ITI. The numerator for the acceleration performance value is

based upon the total number of qualifying courses and

assessments that students have demonstrated successful

completion as defined by administering agencies as follows:

(A) Attaining a minimum score of a Level 3 on the Advanced

Placement examination.

(B) Attaining a minimum course grade of “C” or higher in

dual enrollment programs under s. 1007.271.

(C) Attaining a minimum score of Level 4 on the

International Baccalaureate examination.

(D) Attaining a minimum score of “AS” on the Advanced

International Certificate of Education examination.

(E) Earning of a national industry certification identified

in the Industry Certification Funding List pursuant to rules

adopted by the State Board of Education.

d. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled

in the school in reading as measured by the SAT, the ACT, the

Postsecondary Education Readiness Test, and the common placement

test for postsecondary readiness.

e. The aggregate scores of all eligible students enrolled

in the school in mathematics as measured by the SAT, the ACT,

the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test, and the common

placement test for postsecondary readiness.

f. The high school graduation rate of all eligible at-risk

students enrolled in the school who scored Level 2 or lower on

grade 8 FCAT Reading and FCAT Mathematics.s+
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
03/04/2014

The Committee on Education (Legg) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Between lines 805 and 806

insert:

Section 9. (1) Based on documentation from a physician

licensed under chapter 458, Florida Statutes, and after

reviewing the district school board superintendent’s

recommendation, the Commissioner of Education must grant:

(a) A permanent exemption from taking statewide,

standardized assessments to a student who, as determined by a

physician licensed pursuant to chapter 458, Florida Statutes, is

Page 1 of 3
2/28/2014 4:59:01 PM 581-01996-14




12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Florida Senate - 2014 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7060

| NTRNRIRY 2o

”

a “child with medical complexity.” For purposes of this

paragraph, the term “child with medical complexity” means a

child who has medical fragility and intensive care needs due to

a congenital or acquired multisystem disease, a severe

neurologic condition with marked functional impairment, or

technology dependent for activities of daily living.

(b) A one-year exemption from taking statewide,

standardized assessments to a student who suffers from such a

significant cognitive or physical disability that the student

temporarily lacks the capacity to take statewide, standardized

assessments.

(2) A parent may request that the student participate in

statewide, standardized assessments, including, but not limited

to, the Florida Alternate Assessment, during the term of the

exemption.

(3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

administer this section, including, but not limited to,

expediting the exemption process to demonstrate the utmost

compassion and consideration for meeting the parent’s and

student’s needs, and establishing deadlines for the

superintendent to provide a recommendation to the commissioner.

================= 17 I T L E A MENDDME N T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 25
and insert:

correcting cross-references; requiring the

Commissioner of Education to exempt students from

taking statewide, standardized assessments under
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certain circumstances; authorizing a parent to request
that a student who is granted an exemption participate
in statewide, standardized assessments; requiring the
State Board of Education to adopt rules; providing an

effective
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Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060 Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060
FOR CONSIDERATION By the Committee on Education
581-01952-14 20147060 581-01952-14 20147060
1 A bill to be entitled 30 Section 1. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is amended to
2 An act relating to education accountability; amending 31 read:
3 s. 1008.34, F.S.; providing definitions for the 32 1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;
4 statewide, standardized assessment program and school 33| district grade.—
5 grading system; deleting annual reports; revising 34 (1) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of the statewide,
6 authority over allocation of a school’s budget based 35| standardized assessment program and school grading system, the
7 on school grades; revising the basis for the 36 following terms are defined:
8 calculation of school grades; revising the contents of 37 (a) “Achievement level,” “student achievement,” or
9 the school report card; revising the basis for the 38| Machievement” describes the level of content mastery a student
10 calculation of district grades; requiring the 39| has acquired in a particular subject as measured by a statewide,
11 Department of Education to develop a district report 40| standardized assessment administered pursuant to s.
12 card; providing for transition to the revised school 41 1008.22(3) (a) and (b). There are five achievement levels. Level
13 grading system; amending s. 1001.42, F.S.; revising 42 1 is the lowest achievement level, level 5 is the highest
14 criteria that necessitate a school’s improvement plan 43| achievement level, and level 3 indicates satisfactory
15 to include certain strategies; amending s. 1002.33, 44| performance. A student passes an assessment if the student
16 F.S.; revising cross-references; amending s. 45 achieves a level 3, level 4, or level 5. For purposes of the
17 1003.621,F.S.; revising cross-references; amending s. 46 Florida Alternate Assessment administered pursuant to s.
18 1008.31, F.S.; revising legislative intent for the K- 47 1008.22(3) (c), the state board shall provide, in rule, the
19 20 education performance accountability system; 48 number of achievement levels and identify the achievement levels
20 amending s. 1008.33, F.S.; conforming provisions 49| that are considered passing.
21 relating to school improvement and education 50 (b) “Learning Gains,” “annual learning gains,” or “student
22 accountability; amending s. 1008.341, F.S.; revising 51 learning gains” means the degree of student learning growth
23 provisions relating to the school improvement rating 52| occurring from one school year to the next as required by state
24 for alternative schools; amending s. 1008.3415, F.S.; 53| board rule for purposes of calculating school grades under this
25 correcting cross-references; providing an effective 54 section.
26 date. 55 (c) “Student performance,” “student academic performance,”
27 56 or “academic performance” includes, but is not limited to,
28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 57 student learning growth, achievement levels, and Learning Gains
29 58 on statewide, standardized assessments administered pursuant to
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CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060

581-01952-14 20147060
s. 1008.22.
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+h 3 Th Lo £ 1002 2 PR + tudent
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a ] 4 1 + o
¥ ras—appty—to—this—seection-

(2) SCHOOL GRADES.—Fhe—anntat—report—shatli—identify Schools
shall be graded using as—hawving one of the following grades,

defined according to rules of the State Board of Education:
“A,” schools making excellent progress.
“B,” schools making above average progress.

(a)

(b)

(c) “C,” schools making satisfactory progress.

(d) “D,” schools making less than satisfactory progress.
(e)

“F,” schools failing to make adequate progress.

Each school that earns a grade of “A” or improves at least two
letter grades may shatd have greater authority over the
allocation of the school’s total budget generated from the FEFP,

state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and local funds+——as

L fiad s tate b = 1 3
peecifiedinstate board—rule. Therule mustprovide—that—+the
i d—budcet +h e hall i 3 £faat £31 +h
Hhrereasea—buayg aEher: hatt—remain—in——eff et h

heoll de—d 3
hroot grade—deetines
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(3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—
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(a) Each school must assess at least 95 percent of its

eligible students, except as provided under s. 1008.341 for
alternative schools. Beginning—with—the 2013-2014—school—years

Each school that—he tudent wreo—are—tested andinetuded—in—th

N

h =]
222 T EACTHS

tem shall receive a school grade based on the

school’s performance on the components listed in subparagraphs

(b)1. and 2. If a school does not have at least 10 students with

complete data for one or more of the components listed in

subparagraphs (b)l. and 2., those components may not be used in

calculating the school’s grade. if—thenumber—of 3t tudent

+ fod ot | + £+ 1009 292 +
d—on——statewide—= et PHESHan —+ - Hr ==
g + 1 3 1 1 2 £ 10 4 £ao11
e Fe—mindram—sampt + £—16+ pe—as—feott
1. An alternative school may choose to receive a school

grade under this section or a school improvement rating under s.
1008.341. For charter schools that meet the definition of an
alternative school pursuant to State Board of Education rule,
the decision to receive a school grade is the decision of the
charter school governing board.

2. A school that serves any combination of students in
kindergarten through grade 3 that whieh does not receive a
school grade because its students are not tested and included in
the school grading system shall receive the school grade
designation of a K-3 feeder pattern school identified by the
Department of Education and verified by the school district. A
school feeder pattern exists if at least 60 percent of the
students in the school serving a combination of students in
kindergarten through grade 3 are scheduled to be assigned to the
graded school.
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3. If a collocated school does not earn a school grade or
school improvement rating for the performance of its students,
the student performance data of all schools operating at the
same facility must be aggregated to develop a school grade that
will be assigned to all schools at that location. A collocated
school is a school that has its own unique master school
identification number, provides for the education of each of its
enrolled students, and operates at the same facility as another
school that has its own unique master school identification
number and provides for the education of each of its enrolled
students.

(b)1. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, a school’s

grade shall be based on the following components, each worth 100
points ae——ecembinatien—of:
a. The percentage of eligible students passing Student

aehi eRE 2 n statewide, standardized assessments in
English Language Arts under s. 1008.22(3) 1668-22—=and

ANE] + £ +11d + i I = R |
iSasza e meRt—S res—+ToF caeht XIag—a—SP ror—arpTrofa.

b. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,

standardized assessments in mathematics under s. 1008.22(3).

c. The percentage of eligible students passing statewide,

standardized assessments in science under s. 1008.22(3).

d. The percentage of eligible students passing the

statewide, standardized assessments in social studies under s.
1008.22(3) .
e.b+ The percentage of eligible students who make Student
Learning Gains in FCAT Readingor,—upon—transition—to—common
s ments;—th FRMOT re English Language Arts and
Mathematies—assessments as measured by statewide, standardized
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assessments administered under pursvant—te s. 1008.22(3)

1009 s Taada 1 £ £ +
+ 5 £ £

T TRETUeIRg rearhIhg—goTh TO¥ (SasaSs2s

e |
Krag—a—SP T

EER RN 1+
=

£ +
SIproffay—aS—meastyE By rhaa =3 meRt.

f. The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized

assessments administered under s. 1008.22(3).

g.e~ The percentage of eligible students in Imprevement—of
the lowest 25 percent in English Language Arts, as identified by

prior year performance on statewide, standardized assessments,

who make Learning Gains as measured by statewide, standardized

English Language Arts assessments administered under s.

1008.22(3) 25thpereentit £ students—3in—th hoeol—in—reading

4 34 o + 4
—opoR—t¥ranRSTtIon RO ¥ o5 meRtSy

Axt a Math 3 + Arri-aist & £ &
rEs—anaMathematt =3 merrts—admint rea—pursuant

£h £ud + SN

1 e .
BT T BeeH SE O TR ETSES

performanee.
h. The percentage of eligible students in the lowest 25

100822

percent in mathematics, as identified by prior year performance

on statewide, standardized assessments, who make Learning Gains

as measured by statewide, standardized mathematics assessments

administered under s. 1008.22(3).

In calculating Learning Gains for the components listed in sub-

subparagraphs e.-h., the State Board of Education shall require

that learning growth toward achievement levels 3, 4, and 5 is

demonstrated by students who scored below each of those levels

in the prior year.

2 B

Begianing—wt
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£ dovted—bw—t tota b g
to—rut adoptea—b Fr Ear beare
2.3+ Beginning—with—+the 2000-2010 heol a¥ For a school

sehoots comprised of high—seheeot grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, or

grades 10, 11, and 12, the school’s grade at—Zteast50—pereent—of

the—sechoolt—grade shall also be based on = swhiration—of—+th

faot 1 +
£

4 N 1 1 1 d +h
o ¥ TEStee—TFr vo—Suoparagraph B —aRe—Cf

the—remaining
pereentage—on the following components, each worth 100 points
faetors:

a. The four-year high school graduation rate of the school,

as defined by state board rule.+

b. The percentage of students who were eligible to earn

college credit through atid—data—tb e avaittable—th

£+ hooll tudent

£ = £ 3 £4
perrorman S PpPartrcipatTron—of—tfr 2EaSASE S tr

College Board Advanced Placement examinations eewrses,
International Baccalaureate examinations eewrses, dual
enrollment courses, or aad Advanced International Certificate of

Education examinations eewrses; or who, at any time during high

school, earned and—+h e S ment—of national

industry certification for which there is a statewide

articulation agreement and that is identified in the Industry

Certification Funding List, pursuant to rules adopted by the

state board.+
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(c)1. The calculation of a school grade shall be based on

the percentage of points earned from the components listed in

subparagraph (b)l. and, if applicable, subparagraph(b)2. The

State Board of Education shall adopt in rule a school grading

scale that sets the percentage of points needed to earn each of

the school grades listed in subsection (2). There shall be at

least five percentage points separating the percentage

thresholds needed to earn each of the school grades. The state

board shall periodically review the school grading scale to

determine if the scale should be adjusted upward to meet raised

expectations and encourage increased student performance.

2. The calculation of school grades may not include any

provision that would raise or lower the school’s grade beyond

the percentage of points earned. Extra weight may not be added

to the calculation of any components.

P £ g A4 £ 11 £ 4+ h 1’ + 3
E = FoaE reaernes o T—Cft 1 e I
g £ EEEN £h AT £h falil £h ko) £
groata aS—HReasSHTree——o =222 T T+ T T+ + HEaEY
Ed £ R a4 lau] + +h 1 £+ £ .
FageatirorReaaIReS Tests ¥—Efr RO PTraCemeR teStET
4 Th hich n k| | 14 + £ + il FEPPP| £ h
€ The—ATgh 23 T—gFracgacIoh—¥at —at—¥I ST (=aSaS22s 7 1+
I 11 I 12 =] 9 FCAT R 3 +h il
¥ r T 4 =+ A—g¥rae E T—Reaarhg ¥ re—ERgTESH

h 1z +11d + ot = = = g £
r =+ cHaeht r—Stat Eas sy o reT Frer E= BES
3 + 4 1009 22 (2\ (1h\ 4 4 5 -
=3 Rt Sas-ii==aey = SzzacaSra =4 Sz2ac TaRe
£ Th £ h g 3 £h 1 +
£ ThHe—growen —6r ey Tt mpoReRt Stea—Th—S8o
b K £ +
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€7 vaeht— meh St —gSee € FRIATHS 222 =+
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(d) The performance of students attending alternative

schools and students designated as hospital or homebound shall

be factored into a school grade as follows:

1.3~ The student performance data for aehs e Rt ¥

and—tearatag—gate £ eligible students attending alternative

schools that provide dropout prevention and academic

intervention services pursuant to s.

1003.53 shall be included

in the calculation of the home school’s grade. The term

“eligible students” in this subparagraph does not include

students attending an alternative school who are subject to

district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or

serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving

students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who

are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of
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Juvenile Justice. The——student—performancedataforeligible
vdents—tdentified—dn—tht vhparagraph shalt—beineluded—in

th atevlation—of +the hom hoeot!ls—grades As used in this

subparagraph and s. 1008.341, the term “home school” means the
school to which the student would be assigned if the student
were not assigned to an alternative school. If an alternative
school chooses to be graded under this section, student
performance data for eligible students identified in this
subparagraph shall not be included in the home school’s grade
but shall be included only in the calculation of the alternative
school’s grade. A school district that fails to assign
statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment scores of each
of its students to his or her home school or to the alternative
school that receives a grade shall forfeit Florida School
Recognition Program funds for one 4+ fiscal year. School
districts must require collaboration between the home school and
the alternative school in order to promote student success. This
collaboration must include an annual discussion between the
principal of the alternative school and the principal of each
student’s home school concerning the most appropriate school

assignment of the student.

2.4~ Student performance data for FThe—aehs e Rt ¥
and—tearning—gains—ef students designated as hospital or
homebound hespital—or homebound-—Student assessment—data—for

tudents—desigrated—as—hospital r—homebound shall be assigned

to their home school for the purposes of school grades. As used
in this subparagraph, the term “home school” means the school to
which a student would be assigned if the student were not

assigned to a hospital or homebound hespitat—eor—homebound
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349 : oves—i 378| within the district or is enrolled in a school that does not
350| =xoting by atJleastene1 1 Hgible—for hool—r gaitien 379| receive a grade. The department shall develop a district report
351 awards—pursuant—£ e 380 card that includes the district’s grade; measures of the
352 (4)+45) SCHOOL REPORT CARD.—The Department of Education 381| district’s progress in closing the achievement gap between
353| shall annually develop, in collaboration with the school 382| higher-performing student subgroups and lower-performing student
354 districts, a school report card to be provided by the school 383 subgroups; measures of the district’s progress in demonstrating
355| district to parents within the district. The report card shall 384| Learning Gains of its highest-performing students; measures of
356 include the school’s grade; student performance in English 385 the district’s success in improving student attendance; the
357 Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies;+ 386 district’s grade-level promotion of students scoring achievement
358 information regarding school improvement;s an explanation of 387 levels 1 and 2 on statewide, standardized English Language Arts
359 school performance as evaluated by the federal Elementary and 388 and mathematics assessments; and measures of the district’s
360 Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. ss. 6301 et seq.;+ and 389| performance in preparing students for the transition from
361 indicators of return on investment. Each school’s report card 390 elementary to middle school, middle to high school, and high
362 shall be published annually by the department on its website 391 school to postsecondary institutions and careers.
363| based upon the most recent data available. 392 (6)+48)» RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt
364 F—PERFORMANCE-RASED FUNDING—The Legistature may factor 393 rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this
365| in—the performan £ hrools—in——eateuntating any performan 394| section.
366| basedfunding poltieythat is providedfor annuallty inthe 395 (7) TRANSITION.—School grades and school improvement
367| General-PAppropriatien < 396| ratings pursuant to s. 1008.341 for the 2013-2014 school year
368 (5)+4#)» DISTRICT GRADE.Fhe—anntual—report—reqguiredby 397 shall be calculated based on statutes and rules in effect on
369 subseetion—{1)—shalt ineludethe sehool distriet!s—grade~ 398 June 30, 2014. To assist in the transition to 2014-2015 school
370 Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, a school district’s 399| grades, calculated based on new statewide, standardized
371| grade shall include a district-level calculation of the 400| assessments administered pursuant to s. 1008.22, the 2014-2015
372 components under paragraph (3) (b) be—eateuvtated—using—student 401 school grades shall serve as an informational baseline for
373| performan and—learaing—gainsdata—eon statewide—= ment 402 schools to work toward improved performance in future years.
374 403| Accordingly, notwithstanding any other provision of law:
375 for—ecach—eligibt tudent—enrotled—fora—fuld hool ar—in—th 404 (a) A school may not be required to select and implement a
376| eistriet. This calculation methodology captures each eligible 405 turnaround option pursuant to s. 1008.33 in the 2015-2016 school
377 student in the district who may have transferred among schools 406| year based on the school’s 2014-2015 grade or school improvement
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rating under s. 1008.341, as applicable.

(b)1. A school or approved provider under s. 1002.45 that

receives the same or a lower school grade or school improvement
rating for the 2014-2015 school year compared to the 2013-2014

school year is not subject to sanctions or penalties that would

otherwise occur as a result of the 2014-2015 school grade or

rating. A charter school system or a school district designated

as high performing may not lose the designation based on the

2014-2015 school grades of any of the schools within the charter

school system or school district, as applicable.

2. The School Recognition Program established under s.

1008.36 shall continue to be implemented as otherwise provided

in the General Appropriations Act.

(c) For purposes of determining grade 3 retention pursuant

to s. 1008.25(5) and high school graduation pursuant to s.
1003.4282, student performance on the 2014-2015 statewide,
standardized assessments shall be linked to 2013-2014 student

performance expectations.

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2017.
Section 2. Subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The
district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise all
powers and perform all duties listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
Maintain a state system of school improvement and education
accountability as provided by statute and State Board of

Education rule. This system of school improvement and education
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nsistent with, and implemented
ntinuing system of planning and
section and ss. 1008.385, 1010.01,
f school improvement and education
y with the provisions of ss. 1008.33,
8.385 and include the following:

(a) School improvement plans.—The district school board

shall annually approve and require implementation of a new,

amended, or continuation s
in the district. If a scho

achievement on statewide,

chool improvement plan for each school

ol has a significant gap in

standardized assessments administered

pursuant to s. 1008.22 10808-34{3)}+{k) by one or more student

subgroups, as defined in t

he federal Elementary and Secondary

Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s. 6311(b) (2) (C) (v) (II); has not

significantly increased deereased the percentage of students

faet
£ £

passing seeoring below sati

assessments; has not signi

=3

ryv—on statewide, standardized

ficantly increased the percentage of

students demonstrating Lea

rning Gains, as defined in s. 1008.34

and as calculated under s.

1008.34(3) (b, who passed statewide,

standardized assessments;

rates for a subgroup when

or has significantly lower graduation

compared to the state’s graduation

rate, that school’s improvement plan shall include strategies

for improving these result
establishing thresholds an
paragraph.

s. The state board shall adopt rules

d for determining compliance with this

(b) Public disclosure.—The district school board shall

provide information regarding the performance of students and

educational programs as re

1008.385 and implement a s

quired pursuant to ss. 1008.22 and

ystem of school reports as required by
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465| statute and State Board of Education rule which shall include 494| assistance and training to the charter school and its governing
466 schools operating for the purpose of providing educational 495| board and establish guidelines for developing, submitting, and
467 services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs, 496 approving such plans.
468| and for those schools, report on the elements specified in s. 497 2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades of
469 1003.52(19) . Annual public disclosure reports shall be in an 498 “D,” two consecutive grades of “D” followed by a grade of “F,”
470| easy-to-read report card format and shall include the school’s 499| or two nonconsecutive grades of “F” within a 3-year period, the
471| grade, high school graduation rate calculated without GED tests, 500| charter school governing board shall choose one of the following
472| disaggregated by student ethnicity, and performance data as 501 corrective actions:
473| specified in state board rule. 502 (I) Contract for educational services to be provided
474 (c) School improvement funds.—The district school board 503 directly to students, instructional personnel, and school
475 shall provide funds to schools for developing and implementing 504| administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;
476| school improvement plans. Such funds shall include those funds 505 (IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a
477 appropriated for the purpose of school improvement pursuant to 506 demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;
478 s. 24.121(5) (c). 507 (ITI) Reorganize the school under a new director or
479 Section 3. Paragraph (n) of subsection (9) and paragraph 508| principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or
480 (b) of subsection (21) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are 509 (IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.
481| amended to read: 510 b. The charter school must implement the corrective action
482 1002.33 Charter schools.— 511 in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive
483 (9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.— 512 grade of “D,” a grade of “F” following two consecutive grades of
484 (n)1. The director and a representative of the governing 513| ™“D,” or a second nonconsecutive grade of “F” within a 3-year
485| board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F” 514 period.
486| pursuant to s. 1008.34 18083442} shall appear before the 515 c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
487 sponsor to present information concerning each contract 516| determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
488| component having noted deficiencies. The director and a 517| grade if additional time is provided to implement the
489 representative of the governing board shall submit to the 518 intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school
490| sponsor for approval a school improvement plan to raise student 519| improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a
491| performance aehievement. Upon approval by the sponsor, the 520| charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
492 charter school shall begin implementation of the school 521 subject to subparagraph 4.
493| improvement plan. The department shall offer technical 522 d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a
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corrective action if it improves by at least one letter grade.
However, the charter school must continue to implement
strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that
does not improve by at least one letter grade after 2 full
school years of implementing the corrective action must select a
different corrective action. Implementation of the new
corrective action must begin in the school year following the
implementation period of the existing corrective action, unless
the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely to
improve a letter grade if additional time is provided to
implement the existing corrective action. Notwithstanding this
sub-subparagraph, a charter school that earns a second
consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a corrective action
is subject to subparagraph 4.

3. A charter school with a grade of “D” or “F” that
improves by at least one letter grade must continue to implement
the strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

4. The sponsor shall terminate a charter if the charter
school earns two consecutive grades of “F” unless:

a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
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1008.33;

b. The charter school serves a student population the
majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district
public school that earned a grade of “F” in the year before the
charter school opened and the charter school earns at least a
grade of “D” in its third year of operation. The exception
provided under this sub-subparagraph does not apply to a charter
school in its fourth year of operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school
grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter
school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver
under this sub-subparagraph.

5. The director and a representative of the governing board
of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, if applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services
provided to the school to help the school address its

deficiencies.

Page 20 of 28

words underlined are additions.




581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606
607
608
609

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060

581-01952-14 20147060

6. Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
sub-subparagraphs 4.a.-c., the sponsor may terminate the charter
at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

(21) PUBLIC INFORMATION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS.—

(b)1. The Department of Education shall report to each

charter school receiving a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34

or a school improvement rating pursuant to s. 1008.341 the

school’s student assessment data pursuvant—t —3308-343 <)
1N h 3 tod + =y 1 E NN 2 =y 1 A
Hteh S5 —soported—+ Heedt et + = boot—arae ¥
toad + 14 3 1 1 ot 1 i il
e A e = = e
. : + 1 + i 1 +hoat
LHpE et —rating seh—chartesr heoot—tha
. 4 ul 100 24
D F ¥ + = B sroade—pursuant—teo—s—+ 4
h 1 - + + o +  + 1009 2417 . a
= Heot—trpr sert et BuE St —% et
| + 1 £ 10 i + T + +ad +
b= ¥ at—tes + e s whe—ar d—on—th
PR HPR] £ 4 + £ 4 100Q o
atewide—a SHertE—t pHrsvant—teo—s—=+ -

2. The charter school shall report the information in
subparagraph 1. to each parent of a student at the charter
school, the parent of a child on a waiting list for the charter
school, the district in which the charter school is located, and
the governing board of the charter school. This paragraph does
not abrogate the provisions of s. 1002.22, relating to student
records, or the requirements of 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

3.a. Pursuant to this paragraph, the Department of
Education shall compare the charter school student performance
data for each charter school in subparagraph 1. with the student
performance data in traditional public schools in the district

in which the charter school is located and other charter schools
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in the state. For alternative charter schools, the department
shall compare the student performance data described in this
paragraph with all alternative schools in the state. The
comparative data shall be provided by the following grade
groupings:

(I) Grades 3 through 5;

(IT) Grades 6 through 8; and

(ITI) Grades 9 through 11.

b. Each charter school shall provide the information
specified in this paragraph on its Internet website and also
provide notice to the public at large in a manner provided by
the rules of the State Board of Education. The State Board of
Education shall adopt rules to administer the notice
requirements of this subparagraph pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and
120.54. The website shall include, through links or actual
content, other information related to school performance.

Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (1) of
section 1003.621, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It
is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school
districts that demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain
or improve their high-performing status. The purpose of this
section is to provide high-performing school districts with
flexibility in meeting the specific requirements in statute and
rules of the State Board of Education.

(1) ACADEMICALLY HIGH-PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT.—

(a) A school district is an academically high-performing
school district if it meets the following criteria:

l.a. Beginningwith—the 2004-2005——school—ear, Earns a

Page 22 of 28
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060 Florida Senate - 2014 (PROPOSED COMMITTEE BILL) SPB 7060
581-01952-14 20147060 581-01952-14 20147060
639 grade of “A” under s. 1008.34 18683447+ for 2 consecutive 668 that:
640 years; and 669 (b) The K-20 education performance accountability system be
641 b. Has no district-operated school that earns a grade of 670 established as a single, unified accountability system with
642 “F” under s. 1008.34; 671 multiple components, including, but not limited to, measures—of
643 2. Complies with all class size requirements in s. 1, Art. 672 adeguat srty—preogr —iadividuat student performance
644 IX of the State Constitution and s. 1003.03; and 673| Zdearming—gains in public schools andy school and district
645 3. Has no material weaknesses or instances of material 674 grades—and—return—on—investment.
646| noncompliance noted in the annual financial audit conducted 675 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 1008.33, Florida
647| pursuant to s. 11.45 or s. 218.39. 676| Statutes, is amended to read:
648 (d) In order to maintain the designation as an academically 677 1008.33 Authority to enforce public school improvement.—
649| high-performing school district pursuant to this section, a 678 (2) (a) Pursuant to subsection (1) and ss. 1008.34,
650 school district must meet the following requirements: 679 1008.345, and 1008.385, the State Board of Education shall hold
651 1. Comply with the provisions of subparagraphs (a)2. and 680 all school districts and public schools accountable for student
652 3.; and 681 performance. The state board is responsible for a state system
653 2. Earn a grade of “A” under s. 1008.34 106068-34{7) for 2 682| of school improvement and education accountability that assesses
654 years within a 3-year period. 683 student performance by school, identifies schools that +m—whiech
655 684| studemts are not meeting accountability mekingadeguateprogs
656| However, a district in which a district-operated school earns a 685| <+eward—state standards, and institutes appropriate measures for
657 grade of “F” under s. 1008.34 during the 3-year period may not 686 enforcing improvement.
658 continue to be designated as an academically high-performing 687 (b) The state system of school improvement and education
659| school district during the remainder of that 3-year period. The 688| accountability must provide for uniform accountability
660 district must meet the criteria in paragraph (a) in order to be 689 standards, provide assistance of escalating intensity to Ztew-
661 redesignated as an academically high-performing school district. 690| perferming schools not meeting accountability standards, direct
662 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 691 support to schools in order to improve and sustain performance,
663| 1008.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 692 focus on the performance of student subgroups, and enhance
664 1008.31 Florida’s K-20 education performance accountability 693| student performance.
665| system; legislative intent; mission, goals, and systemwide 694 (c) School districts must be held accountable for improving
666| measures; data quality improvements.— 695 the academic performance aehiewvement of all students and for
667 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature 696| identifying and improving turringareund—teow-performing schools
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that fail to meet accountability standards.

Section 7. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
1008.341, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.341 School improvement rating for alternative
schools.—

(2) SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT RATING.—An alternative school is a
school that provides dropout prevention and academic
intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53. An alternative
school shall receive a school improvement rating pursuant to
this section unless the school earns a school grade pursuant to

s. 1008.34. Beginningwith+th 013-2014 heol ar;—eaeh An

alternative school that chooses to receive a school improvement
rating shall receive a school improvement rating if the number
of its students for whom student performance data on statewide,
standardized assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 which is
available for the current year and previous year meets or

exceeds the minimum sample size of 10. If an alternative school

does not have at least 10 students with complete data for a

component listed in subsection (3), that component may not be

used in calculating the school’s improvement rating. The

calculation of the school improvement rating shall be based on

the percentage of points earned from the components listed in

subsection (3). An alternative school that tests at least 80
percent of its students may receive a school improvement rating.
If an alternative school tests less than 90 percent of its
students, the school may not earn a rating higher than

“maintaining.” Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, if an

alternative school does not meet the requirements for the

issuance of a school improvement rating in the current year, and
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has failed to receive a school improvement rating for the prior

two consecutive years, the school shall receive a rating for the

current year based upon a compilation of all student Learning

Gains, for all grade levels, for those three years. Likewise, if

the school fails to meet the requirements for a rating the

following year or any year thereafter, the school’s rating shall

be based on a compilation of student Learning Gains achieved

during the current and prior two years. The school improvement

rating shall identify an alternative school as having one of the
following ratings defined according to rules of the State Board
of Education:

(a) “Commendable” = ing” means a significant
percentage of the students attending the school are making

Learning Gains mere—academie progr than—when—th tudent

+ : I K

a3 h|
NeE * S—3Fr eI Ot 23 =+

(b) “Maintaining” means a sufficient percentage of the

students attending the school are making Learning Gains pregzress

+h K K ]
thede—thom Foet

(c) “Unsatisfactory” “beelining” means an insufficient
percentage of the students attending the school are making
Learning Gains &+ aeademic—progr than—when—th tudent
were—served—in—their home—schoot
T h 1 1 + + 4 hall 1 B =i 1 £
Th ool —impr mert—rating—shatt—bebasedeon— fparison—ef

Schools that improve at least one level or maintain a
“commendable” aax—impreving? rating pursuant to this section are

eligible for school recognition awards pursuant to s. 1008.36.
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+a) student Learning Gains performan resutts based on

statewide, standardized assessments, including retakes,
administered under s. 1008.22 for all eligible students who were
assigned to and enrolled in the school during the October or
February FTE count and who have assessment scores or comparable
scores for the preceding school year shall be used in

determining an alternative school’s school improvement rating.

An alternative school’s rating shall be based on the following

components:

(a) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

Gains in English Language Arts as measured by statewide,

standardized assessments under s. 1008.22(3).

(b) The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

Gains in mathematics as measured by statewide, standardized

assessments under s. 1008.22(3) Student—performance—resultts

1ads +
€

o meRtsSy—rhacraarRg—¥

Student performance results of students who are subject to
district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or
serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who

are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of
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Juvenile Justice may not be included in an alternative school’s
school improvement rating.

(4) IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENT LEARNING GAINS.—For each
alternative school receiving a school improvement rating, the
Department of Education shall annually identify the percentage

of students making Learning Gains consistent with the provisions

in s. 1008.34(3) = mpared—to—the percentage of the sam
oA + les l 1 3 1 +h h h 1 3 +h
sdents making learning gains in their hom hoots—in th ar
1 + b 3 3 a + + 1+ + o h 1
prier being assigned healternats hook.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 1008.3415, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.3415 School grade or school improvement rating for
exceptional student education centers.—

(2) Notwithstanding s. 1008.34 16068343 )+e}3=, the
achievement levels seeres and Learning Gains of a student with a
disability who attends an exceptional student education center
and has not been enrolled in or attended a public school other
than an exceptional student education center for grades K-12
within the school district shall not be included in the
calculation of the home school’s grade if the student is
identified as an emergent student on the alternate assessment
tool described in s. 1008.22(3) (c) 3668223 +e)ri3.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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