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2015 Regular Session

COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

The Florida Senate

EDUCATION PRE-K - 12
Senator Legg, Chair
Senator Detert, Vice Chair

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 18, 2015
TIME: 4:00 —6:00 p.m.
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building

MEMBERS: Senator Legg, Chair; Senator Detert, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Brandes, Bullard, Clemens,
Gaetz, Galvano, Garcia, Montford, and Sobel

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER

BILL DESCRIPTION and
SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

COMMITTEE ACTION

1 SB 530 Bullying and Harassment Policies in Schools; Favorable
Ring Requiring school districts to revise their bullying and Yeas 11 Nays O
(Similar H 603, Compare CS/H harassment policies at specified intervals; specifying
7057) that a school district policy require a school to
implement the policy in a certain manner and
integrate it with the school’s bullying prevention and
intervention program, etc.
ED 03/18/2015 Favorable
AED
FP
2 SB 874 Dual Enrollment Program; Exempting dual enrollment ~ Favorable
Stargel students from paying certain fees, including Yeas 8 Nays 3

(Similar H 713)

technology fees; deleting the requirement that a home
education secondary student be responsible for his or
her own instructional materials in order to participate
in the dual enrollment program; authorizing certain
instructional materials to be made available free of
charge to dual enrollment students in public high
schools, home education programs, and private
schools, etc.

ED 03/18/2015 Favorable
AED
AP

3 SB 1020
Simmons

Student Transportation Funding; Revising the
membership of students that a school district reports
for transportation funding purposes; revising the
school transportation allocation formula used by each
school district; revising the types of students eligible
for transportation funds used for transportation to and
from school in private passenger cars and boats, etc.

ED 03/18/2015 Favorable
AED
AP

Favorable
Yeas 11 Nays O

03182015.1813

S-036 (10/2008)
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COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

Education Pre-K - 12

Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 4:00 —6:00 p.m.

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER

BILL DESCRIPTION and
SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

COMMITTEE ACTION

4 SB 1202
Brandes
(Similar H 909)

Voter Registration; Designating a specified period
each year during which supervisors of elections are
authorized to provide certain students with the
opportunity to register to vote at school and with
instruction on the elections process, etc.

EE 03/10/2015 Favorable
ED 03/18/2015 Favorable
RC

Favorable
Yeas 11 Nays O

5 SB 1262

Legg
(Compare CS/H 587, S 888)

Education; Requiring the Department of Education to
have an operating electronic IEP system in place for
statewide use; authorizing the Commissioner of
Education to issue a letter of guidance in response to
a complaint against a teacher or administrator in lieu
of a probable cause determination, etc.

ED 03/18/2015 Favorable
AED
FP

Favorable
Yeas 11 Nays O

6 SB 1264
Legg
(Compare S 7050)

Digital Classrooms; Establishing requirements for
digital classrooms technology infrastructure planning
by the Agency for State Technology or a contracted
organization; requiring the Office of Technology and
Information Services of the Department of Education
to consult with the Agency for State Technology in
developing the 5-year strategic plan for Florida digital
classrooms; specifying conditions for a school district
to maintain eligibility for Florida digital classrooms
allocation funds, etc.

ED 03/11/2015 Temporarily Postponed
ED 03/18/2015 Fav/CS

AED

AP

Fav/CS
Yeas 11 Nays O

A proposed committee substitute for the following bill (SB 1552) is expected to be

considered:

03182015.1813

S-036 (10/2008)
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COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA

Education Pre-K - 12

Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 4:00 —6:00 p.m.

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER

BILL DESCRIPTION and
SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

COMMITTEE ACTION

7 SB 1552
Benacquisto
(Similar H 1145, Compare S 1448)

Parent and Student Rights; Providing the right of a
parent to know the average amount of money
expended for the education of his or her child;
deleting the definition of and provisions relating to
controlled open enrollment; requiring each school
district to instead establish a public school parental
choice policy that allows students to attend any public
school that has not reached capacity in their district;
requiring each school district board to establish a
classroom teacher transfer process for parents,
approve or deny a request within a certain timeframe,
and post an explanation of the transfer process in the
student handbook, etc.

ED 03/11/2015 Workshop-Discussed
ED 03/18/2015 Fav/CS

AED

AP

Fav/CS
Yeas 7 Nays 4

TAB  OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING

COMMITTEE ACTION

Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-
named executive appointment to the office indicated.

State Board of Education

8 Olenick, Michael H. (Palm City)

12/31/2016

Recommend Confirm
Yeas 10 Nays O

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER

BILL DESCRIPTION and
SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS

COMMITTEE ACTION

Other Related Meeting Documents

03182015.1813

S-036 (10/2008)
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12

BILL: SB 530

INTRODUCER:  Senator Ring

SUBJECT: Bullying and Harassment Policies in Schools
DATE: March 17, 2015 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Scott Klebacha ED Pre-meeting
2. AED
3. FP
Summary:

SB 530 requires periodic revision of a school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy,
modifies the information that must be contained in the policy, and requires schools to implement
the policy.

Specifically, the bill adds the requirements that each:
e School district revise its anti-bullying and harassment policy every 3 years.
e School implement the school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy.
e School district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy:
o Make the reporting of bullying or harassment mandatory; and
o Include a list of bullying prevention and intervention programs authorized by the school
district to provide instruction to students, parents, teachers, school administrators,
counseling staff, and school volunteers on identifying, preventing, and responding to
bullying or harassment.

The bill provides for an effective date of July 1, 2015.
Il. Present Situation:
Bullying and Harassment

In 2008, the Florida Legislature enacted s. 1006.147, F.S., which prohibits the bullying and
harassment of any student or employee of a public K-12 educational institution:2

e During a public K-12 education program or activity.

e During a school-related or school-sponsored program or activity.

! Chapter 2008-123, L.O.F., also known as the “Jeffrey Johnston Stand Up for All Students” Act.
2 Section 1006.147(2), F.S.
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e Onapublic K-12 school bus.
e Through the use of:
o Data or computer software accessed through a computer, computer system, or computer
network within the scope of a public K-12 educational institution;* or
o Data or computer software accessed at a nonschool-related location, activity, function, or
program or through the use of technology or an electronic device that is not owned,
leased, or used by a school district or school, if the bullying substantially interferes with
or limits the victim’s ability to participate in or benefit from the services, activities, or
opportunities offered by a school or substantially disrupts the education process or
orderly operation of a school.*

The terms “bullying” and “harassment” include the following behaviors or conditions:
e Bullying means systemically and chronically inflicting physical hurt or psychological
distress on one or more students, including cyberbullying,® and may involve:®

o Teasing;

o Social exclusion;

o Threat;

o Intimidation;

o Stalking;

o Physical violence;

o Theft;

o Sexual, religious, or racial harassment;
o Public humiliation; or

o Destruction of property.

e Harassment means any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, use of data or
computer software, or written, verbal, or physical conduct directed against a student or
school employee that:’

o Places a student or school employee in reasonable fear of harm to his or her person or
damage to his or her property;

o Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s educational performance,
opportunities, or benefits; or

o Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of a school.

The law further specifies that bullying and harassment include:®
e Retaliating against a student or school employee for reporting bullying or harassment;
e Reporting bullying or harassment in bad faith;

8 “Within the scope of a public K-12 educational institution” means, regardless of ownership, any computer, computer
system, or computer network that is physically located on school property or at a school-related or school-sponsored program
or activity. s. 1006.147(3)(d), F.S.

4 The law does not require a school to staff or monitor any non-school related activity, function, or program in its efforts to
prevent bullying and harassment. s. 1006.147(2)(d), F.S.

5 “Cyberbullying” is a form of bullying through the use of technology or other means of electronic communication, including,
but not limited to, creating webpages or blogs and distributing or posting materials that perpetuate the conduct. s.
1006.147(3)(b), F.S.

61d. at (3)(a).

"1d. at (3)(b).

81d. at (3)(f).
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e Perpetuating bullying or harassment with the intent to demean, dehumanize, embarrass, or
cause physical harm to a student or school employee by:
o Incitement or coercion;
o Accessing or providing access to a school district’s computer, computer system, or
computer network; or
o Engaging in conduct substantially similar in effect to bullying or harassment.

Policy and Reporting Requirements

Each school district is required to adopt a policy prohibiting the bullying and harassment of a
student or employee of a public K-12 educational institution.® The school district must involve
students, parents, teachers, administrators, school volunteers, community representatives, and
local law enforcement agencies in the process of adopting the policy.*® The policy must, at a
minimum:1!
e Prohibit and define bullying and harassment.
e Describe the type of behavior expected from each student and employee of a public K-12
educational institution.
e |dentify the consequences for a student or employee of a public K-12 educational institution
who commits an act of bullying or harassment.
e Establish procedures for:
o Reporting and investigating acts of bullying and harassment;
o Immediately notifying a victim’s parents, the parents of the perpetrator, and all local
agencies where criminal charges may be pursued;
o Referring victims and perpetrators to counseling;
o Including incidents of bullying or harassment in each school’s safety and discipline report
submitted to the Department of Education;*? and
o Providing instruction to students, parents, teachers, school administrator, counseling staff,
and school volunteers on identifying, preventing, and responding to bullying or
harassment, including instruction on recognizing behaviors that leads to bullying and
harassment and taking appropriate preventative action based on those observations;
o Regularly reporting to a victim’s parents the actions taken to protect the victim; and
o Publicizing the policy, including publication in the code of student conduct and all
employee handbooks.

The policy must be implemented in a manner that is ongoing throughout the school year and
integrated with a school’s curriculum, a school’s discipline policies, and other violence
prevention efforts.*

%1d. at (4). The policy must be in substantial compliance with the Department of Education’s model policy. Id.

104,

d.

12 Section 1006.09(6), F.S. The School Environmental Safety Incident Reporting (SESIR) System is used by the Office for
Safe Schools within the Florida Department of Education to compile data on incidents of crime, violence, and disruptive
behaviors that occur on school grounds, on school transportation, and at off-campus, school-sponsored events. Such data is
contained in the Statewide Report on School Safety and Discipline Data, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/safeschools/sesir.asp (last visited March 12, 2015).

13 Section 1006.147(4), F.S.
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Distribution of safe schools funds to a school district is contingent upon the school district’s
compliance with implementing the reporting procedures required as part of its bullying and
harassment policy.'*

By January 1 of each year, the Commissioner of Education must submit a report on the statewide
implementation of bullying and harassment policies, including data regarding incidents of
bullying and harassment and resulting consequences, to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.'®

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 530 requires periodic revision of a school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy,
modifies the information that must be contained in the policy, and requires schools to implement
the policy.

Specifically, the bill adds the requirements that each:
e School district revise its anti-bullying and harassment policy every 3 years.
e School implement the school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy.
e School district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy:
o Make the reporting of bullying or harassment mandatory; and
o Include a list of bullying prevention and intervention programs authorized by the school
district to provide instruction to students, parents, teachers, school administrators,
counseling staff, and school volunteers on identifying, preventing, and responding to
bullying or harassment.

The bill may require a school to create a bullying prevention and intervention program by:

e Removing the requirement that a school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy
contain a procedure for providing instruction on identifying, preventing, and adding a
requirement that the school district’s policy contain a list of programs authorized by the
school district to provide such instruction.

e Adding a requirement that the school district’s anti-bullying and harassment policy be
implemented in a manner that is ongoing throughout the school year and integrated with the
school’s bullying prevention and intervention program.

The bill provides for an effective date of July 1, 2015.
V. Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.

14 Section 1006.09(7), F.S.
151d. at (8).
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C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:
This bill substantially amends section 1006.147 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2015 SB 530

By Senator Ring

29-00561A-15 2015530

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to bullying and harassment policies in
schools; amending s. 1006.147, F.S.; requiring school
districts to revise their bullying and harassment
policies at specified intervals; specifying that a
school district policy require a school to implement
the policy in a certain manner and integrate it with
the school’s bullying prevention and intervention
program; requiring such a policy to include mandatory
reporting procedures and a list of authorized programs
that provide bullying and harassment identification,
prevention, and response instruction; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 1006.147, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1006.147 Bullying and harassment prohibited.—

(4) Each school district shall adopt and revise every 3

years a policy prohibiting bullying and harassment of a student
or employee of a public K-12 educational institution. Each
school district’s policy shall be in substantial conformity with
the Department of Education’s model policy. The school district
bullying and harassment policy shall afford all students the
same protection regardless of their status under the law. The
school district may establish separate discrimination policies
that include categories of students. The school district shall

involve students, parents, teachers, administrators, school
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staff, school volunteers, community representatives, and local
law enforcement agencies in the process of adopting and revising
the policy. The school district policy must require a school to

implement the policy be—imptemented in a manner that is ongoing
throughout the school year and integrated with a school’s

curriculum, a school’s bullying prevention and intervention

program, a school’s discipline policies, and other violence

prevention efforts. The school district policy must contain, at
a minimum, the following components:

(a) A statement prohibiting bullying and harassment.

(b) A definition of bullying and a definition of harassment
that include the definitions listed in this section.

(c) A description of the type of behavior expected from
each student and employee of a public K-12 educational
institution.

(d) The consequences for a student or employee of a public
K-12 educational institution who commits an act of bullying or
harassment.

(e) The consequences for a student or employee of a public
K-12 educational institution who is found to have wrongfully and
intentionally accused another of an act of bullying or
harassment.

(f) A procedure for the mandatory reporting of an act of
bullying or harassment, including provisions that permit a
person to anonymously report such an act. However, this
paragraph does not permit formal disciplinary action to be based
solely on an anonymous report.

(g) A procedure for the prompt investigation of a report of

bullying or harassment and the persons responsible for the
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investigation. The investigation of a reported act of bullying
or harassment is deemed to be a school-related activity and
begins with a report of such an act. Incidents that require a
reasonable investigation when reported to appropriate school
authorities shall include alleged incidents of bullying or
harassment allegedly committed against a child while the child
is en route to school aboard a school bus or at a school bus
stop.

(h) A process to investigate whether a reported act of
bullying or harassment is within the scope of the district
school system and, if not, a process for referral of such an act
to the appropriate jurisdiction. Computers without web-filtering
software or computers with web-filtering software that is
disabled shall be used when complaints of cyberbullying are
investigated.

(1) A procedure for providing immediate notification to the
parents of a victim of bullying or harassment and the parents of
the perpetrator of an act of bullying or harassment, as well as
notification to all local agencies where criminal charges may be
pursued against the perpetrator.

(j) A procedure to refer victims and perpetrators of
bullying or harassment for counseling.

(k) A procedure for including incidents of bullying or
harassment in the school’s report of data concerning school
safety and discipline required under s. 1006.09(6). The report
must include each incident of bullying or harassment and the
resulting consequences, including discipline and referrals. The
report must include in a separate section each reported incident

of bullying or harassment that does not meet the criteria of a
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prohibited act under this section with recommendations regarding
such incidents. The Department of Education shall aggregate
information contained in the reports.

(1) A list of programs authorized by the school district

that provide p= dure—fer providing instruction to students,
parents, teachers, school administrators, counseling staff, and
school volunteers on identifying, preventing, and responding to
bullying or harassment, including instruction on recognizing
behaviors that lead to bullying and harassment and taking
appropriate preventive action based on those observations.

(m) A procedure for regularly reporting to a victim’s
parents the actions taken to protect the victim.

(n) A procedure for publicizing the policy, which must
include its publication in the code of student conduct required
under s. 1006.07(2) and in all employee handbooks.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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The Florida Senate

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.)

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12

BILL: SB 874

INTRODUCER:  Senator Stargel

SUBJECT: Dual Enrollment Program
DATE: March 17, 2015 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Graf Klebacha ED Pre-meeting
2. AED
3. AP
Summary:

SB 874 modifies public and private dual enrollment articulation agreements to expand benefits
for home education program and private school students and establishes August 1 as the annual
deadline for submitting such agreements to the Florida Department of Education. Specifically,
the bill:

e Deletes from dual enrollment articulation agreements with home education program students,
the responsibility of a student to provide for his or her own instructional materials and
requires that instructional materials for dual enrollment courses be provided free of charge to
home education program students and private school students, similar to current law for
public school students.

e Specifies dual enrollment articulation agreement provisions and requirements for agreements
with private school students, similar to current law for home education program students.

e Adds technology fees to the fees that public and private school students and home education
program students are exempt from paying for dual enrollment courses.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
[I.  Present Situation:
Each year, more than 50,000 students participate in Florida’s dual enrollment program and

participation is continuing to grow.* Dual enrollment is an acceleration mechanism that allows a
student, who is enrolled in grades 6 through 12 in a Florida public school or in a Florida private

! Florida Department of Education, Dual Enrollment FAQs, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5423/urlt/DualEnrollmentFAQ.pdf, at 1 of 12.
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school? or who is a home education® student, to enroll in a postsecondary course that is creditable
toward high school completion and a career certificate, an associate degree, or a baccalaureate
degree.* A student who is enrolled in postsecondary instruction that is not creditable toward a
high school diploma must not be classified as a dual enroliment student.® Eligible students are
authorized to enroll in dual enrollment courses conducted during school hours, after school
hours, and during the summer term.® If, however, a student is projected to graduate from high
school before the scheduled completion date for a postsecondary course, the student must not
register for that course through dual enrollment.’

Student Eligibility Requirements

To enroll in a postsecondary course through dual enrollment, a student must demonstrate
readiness to perform college-level work.® To demonstrate readiness for college-credit dual
enrollment courses, students must attain a 3.0 unweighted high school grade point average
(GPA) and minimum score on a common placement test® adopted by the State Board of
Education.'® To enroll in a career dual enrollment course, students must attain a 2.0 unweighted
high school GPA.!! Florida College System (FCS) institution boards of trustees may establish
additional initial student eligibility requirements which must be specified in dual enroliment
articulation agreements.!?2 However, such requirements must not “arbitrarily prohibit students
who have demonstrated the ability to master advanced courses from participating in dual
enrollment courses.”*?

ZA private school is “a nonpublic school defined as an individual, association, copartnership, or corporation, or department,
division, or section of such organizations, that designates itself as an educational center that includes kindergarten or a higher
grade or as an elementary, secondary, business, technical, or trade school below college level or any organization that
provides instructional services that meet the intent of s. 1003.01(13) or that gives preemployment or supplementary training
in technology or in fields of trade or industry or that offers academic, literary, or career training below college level, or any
combination of the above, including an institution that performs the functions of the above schools through correspondence
or extension, except those licensed under the provisions of chapter 1005. A private school may be a parochial, religious,
denominational, for-profit, or nonprofit school. This definition does not include home education programs conducted in
accordance with s. 1002.41.” Section 1002.01(2), F.S. The Florida Department of Education (DOE) maintains a database of
private schools that meet the specified requirements in law. Section 1002.42(2), F.S.

3 A home education program means “the sequentially progressive instruction of a student directed by his or her parent in
order to satisfy the attendance requirements of ss. 1002.41, 1003.01(13), and 1003.21(1).” Section 1002.01(1), F.S. A parent
must notify the district school superintendent of the county in which the parent resides of his or her intent to establish and
maintain a home education program. The notice must be in writing, signed by the parent, and must include the names,
addresses, and birthdates of all children who shall be enrolled as students in the home education program. The notice must be
filed in the district school superintendent’s office within 30 days of the establishment of the home education program.
Section 1002.41(1)(a), F.S.

4 Section 1007.271(1)-(2), F.S.

5 Section 1007.271(1), F.S.

6 Section 1007.271(2), F.S.

"1d.

8 Section 1007.271(3), F.S.

% A student may take the Florida Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT), Accuplacer, SAT, or Enhanced ACT to
demonstrate reading, writing, and mathematics proficiency, by meeting specified minimum test scores, to perform college-
level work. Rule 61-10.0315, F.A.C.

10 Section 1007.271(3), F.S.

.

124,

Bd.
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Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreements

Dual enrollment articulation agreements (articulation agreement) are locally-developed
agreements between a school district, a home education parent, or a private school and an
eligible postsecondary education institution* regarding participation in dual enroliment
courses.'® The articulation agreement between each school district and public postsecondary
institution are mandatory and must be submitted to the Florida Department of Education (DOE
or department) annually by August 1.1 However, articulation agreements between postsecondary
education institutions and private secondary schools are optional and not submitted to the
department.!” In addition, articulation agreements between a home education parent and the
partnering postsecondary education institution are not required to be submitted to the
department.'® Consequently, DOE does not annually collect information on articulation
agreements for private school and home education program students.

Currently, 2 of Florida’s 12 state universities and 28 FCS institutions participate in dual
enrollment.*®

Tuition, Fees, and Other Costs

A student who enrolls in a postsecondary course through dual enroliment is exempt from the
payment of registration, tuition, and laboratory fees.?

Instructional materials assigned for dual enrollment courses must be provided to dual enrollment
students from Florida public high schools free of charge.?! This requirement does not prohibit a
FCS institution from providing instructional materials at no cost to a home education program or
a private school student.?? Instructional materials purchased by a district school board or a FCS
institution board of trustees on behalf of dual enrollment students must be the property of the
board that purchased the instructional materials.?®

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 874 modifies public and private dual enrollment articulation agreements to expand benefits
for home education program and private school students and establishes August 1 as the annual

14 An eligible postsecondary education institution is a state university, a Florida College System (FCS) institution, or “an
independent college or university which is located and chartered in Florida, is not for profit, is accredited by the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and
Schools, and confers degrees as defined in s. 1005.02” Sections 1007.271 and 1011.62(1)(i), F.S.

15 Section 1007.271, F.S.; Florida Department of Education, Dual Enrollment FAQs, available at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5423/urlt/DualEnrolimentFAQ.pdf, at 3 of 12.

16 Section 1007.271(21), F.S.

17 Section 1007.271(24), F.S.

18 Section 1007.271(13), F.S.

19 Email, Florida Department of Education (March 13, 2015), on file with the Committee on Education Pre-K — 12 staff;
Florida Department of Education, 2014-15 Dual Enrollment Agreements, http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/1415dual-
enrollment-agreements.stml (last visited March 13, 2015).

20 Section 1007.271(2), F.S.

21 Section 1007.271(17), F.S.
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deadline for submitting such agreements to the Florida Department of Education. Specifically,

the bill:

e Deletes from dual enrollment articulation agreements with home education program students,
the responsibility of a student to provide for his or her own instructional materials and
requires that instructional materials for dual enrollment courses be provided free of charge to
home education program students and private school students, similar to current law for
public school students.?*

e Specifies dual enrollment articulation agreement provisions and requirements for agreements
with private school students, similar to current law for home education program students.?®

e Adds technology fees to the fees that public and private school students and home education
program students are exempt from paying for dual enrollment courses.

Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreements

The bill:

e Clarifies that public and private postsecondary institutions that are eligible to receive funding
for participation in dual enrollment,?® must enter into a home education articulation
agreement with each home education program student seeking enrollment in dual enrollment
courses.

o Requires public and private postsecondary institutions that enter into articulation
agreements with home education program students, to complete and submit the
articulation agreements annually to DOE by August 1. This provision will allow the
department to compile information on locally-developed articulation agreements between
home education program student and eligible postsecondary institutions.

e Requires district school boards and FCS institutions that enter into articulation agreements
with state universities or eligible private postsecondary education institutions, to complete
and submit the articulation agreements annually to DOE by August 1. This provision will
allow the department to compile information on locally-developed school district and FCS
institution articulation agreements with eligible postsecondary institutions.

e Requires each eligible postsecondary education institution to enter into an articulation
agreement with each private school student seeking to participate in dual enroliment courses
that are creditable toward a career certificate, an associate degree, or a baccalaureate degree,
in effect, aligning this provision to the articulation agreement requirements for home
education program students.

o Specifies information that must be included in the articulation agreements with private
school students similar to information that must be included in articulation agreements
with home education program students (i.e., delineation of available courses and
programs, initial and continued student eligibility requirements which must not exceed
the requirements for other dual enrollment students, student responsibilities for providing
transportation, and a copy of transfer guarantees developed by DOE to inform students

24 Section 1007.271(17), F.S.

25 Section 1007.271(13), F.S.

% An eligible postsecondary education institution is a state university, a Florida College System (FCS) institution, or “an
independent college or university which is located and chartered in Florida, is not for profit, is accredited by the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and
Schools, and confers degrees as defined in s. 1005.02” Sections 1007.271 and 1011.62(1)(i), F.S.
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and parents about transferability of credits earned through dual enrollment toward
elective or general education requirement).

o Requires the postsecondary education institutions to complete and submit the articulation
agreements annually to DOE by August 1.

e Requires the electronic submission system for submitting dual enrollment articulation
agreements between public postsecondary education institutions and school districts to be
used also for the submission of articulation agreements with home education program and
private school students. This provision may streamline the process for submitting the
articulation agreements with home education program and private school students which will
assist with compiling relevant information.

o Requires DOE to review, for compliance, articulation agreements with home education
program and private school students, in effect, aligning this provision with the
department’s oversight responsibility for articulation agreements between public
postsecondary education institutions and school districts.

Tuition, Fees, and Other Costs

The bill requires instructional materials purchased by district school boards or FCS institution
boards of trustees to be provided free of charge to all dual enrollments students, which would
include students in public and private schools and home education programs. The bill deletes the
requirement for home education program students to be responsible for their own instructional
materials, in effect, making instructional materials free of charge for such students similar to free
instructional materials for public school students under current law.?’

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:

None.

27 Section 1007.271(17), F.S.
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B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.20, 1007.271,
and 1011.62.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2015 SB 874

By Senator Stargel

15-00797-15 2015874

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the dual enrollment program;
amending s. 1007.271, F.S.; exempting dual enrollment
students from paying certain fees, including
technology fees; deleting the requirement that a home
education secondary student be responsible for his or
her own instructional materials in order to
participate in the dual enrollment program; requiring
a postsecondary institution that is eligible to
participate in the dual enrollment program to enter
into a home education articulation agreement;
requiring the postsecondary institution to annually
complete and submit the agreement to the Department of
Education by a specified date; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; authorizing certain
instructional materials to be made available free of
charge to dual enrollment students in public high
schools, home education programs, and private schools;
requiring the department to review dual enrollment
articulation agreements submitted for certain
students, including home education students and
private school students, to participate in a dual
enrollment program; requiring the Commissioner of
Education to notify the district school board
superintendent and the president of the postsecondary
institution if the dual enrollment articulation
agreement does not comply with statutory requirements;

requiring a district school board and a Florida

College System institution to annually complete and
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enrollment articulation agreement with a state
university and an eligible independent college or
university, as applicable; providing requirements for
a private school student to participate in a dual
enrollment program; requiring a postsecondary
institution eligible to participate in the dual
enrollment program to enter into an articulation
agreement with each private school student seeking
enrollment in a dual enrollment course and his or her
parent; requiring the postsecondary institution to
annually complete and submit the articulation
agreement to the department by a specified date;
providing requirements for the articulation agreement;
amending ss. 1002.20 and 1011.62, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (2), (10), (11), (13), (16), (17),
(22), (23), and (24) of section 1007.271, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.—

(2) For the purpose of this section, an eligible secondary
student is a student who is enrolled in any of grades 6 through
12 in a Florida public school or in a Florida private school

that is in compliance with s. 1002.42(2) and provides a

secondary curriculum pursuant to s. 1003. 4282. A student
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Students who is are eligible for dual enrollment pursuant to
this section may enroll in dual enrollment courses conducted

during school hours, after school hours, and during the summer

term. However, if the student is projected to graduate from high

school before the scheduled completion date of a postsecondary
course, the student may not register for that course through

dual enrollment. The student may apply to the postsecondary

institution and pay the required registration, tuition, and fees

if the student meets the postsecondary institution’s admissions
requirements under s. 1007.263. Instructional time for dual
enrollment may vary from 900 hours; however, the full-time
equivalent student membership value is shadd—be subject to he
provisiens—3n s. 1011.61(4). A student enrolled as a dual
enrollment student is exempt from the payment of registration,
tuition, technology, and laboratory fees. Applied academics for
adult education instruction, developmental education, and other
forms of precollegiate instruction, as well as physical
education courses that focus on the physical execution of a
skill, rather than the intellectual attributes of the activity,
are ineligible for inclusion in the dual enrollment program.
Recreation and leisure studies courses shall be evaluated
individually in the same manner as physical education courses
for potential inclusion in the program.

(10) Early admission is a form of dual enrollment through

which an eligible secondary student enrolls students—enretrt in a

postsecondary institution on a full-time basis in courses that
are creditable toward the high school diploma and the associate
or baccalaureate degree. A student must enroll in a minimum of

12 college credit hours per semester or the equivalent to
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participate in the early admission program; however, a student

may not be required to enroll in more than 15 college credit

hours per semester or the equivalent. A student Students

enrolled pursuant to this subsection is are exempt from the

payment of registration, tuition, technology, and laboratory

fees.

(11) Career early admission is a form of career dual

enrollment through which an eligible secondary student enrolls
stadenpts—enredtdt full time in a career center or a Florida

College System institution

in postsecondary programs leading to

industry certifications, as listed in the Postsecondary Industry

Certification Funding List
creditable toward the high

pursuant to s. 1008.44, which are

school diploma and the certificate or

associate degree. Participation in the career early admission

program is limited to students who have completed a minimum of 4

semesters of full-time secondary enrollment, including studies
undertaken in the—sninth grade 9. A student Stwdents enrolled

pursuant to this section is are exempt from the payment of

registration, tuition, technology, and laboratory fees.

(13) (a) The dual enrollment program for a home education

student students consists of the enrollment of an eligible home

education secondary student in a postsecondary course creditable

toward an associate degree,

a career certificate, or a

baccalaureate degree. To participate in the dual enrollment

program, an eligible home education secondary student must:

1. Provide proof of enrollment in a home education program

pursuant to s. 1002.41.

2. Be responsible for

his or her own instruetionat

materiats—and transportation unless provided for otherwise.

Page 4 of 11
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117 3. Sign a home education articulation agreement pursuant to 146| fees.
118| paragraph (b). 147 (17) Instructional materials assigned for use within dual
119 (b) Each postsecondary institution that is eligible to 148| enrollment courses shall be made available free of charge to
120| participate in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s. 149| dual enrollment students from ¥lerida public high schools in
121 1011.62(1) (i) must skaetdt enter into a home education 150 this state, home education programs pursuant to s. 1002.41, and
122 articulation agreement with each home education student seeking 151 private schools pursuant to subsection (2) free—-eof—<charge. This
123| enrollment in a dual enrollment course and the student’s parent. 152 wbseetion—¢ rot—prohibita Fleorida—Colles stem
124| By August 1 of each year, the applicable postsecondary 153| 4imstitution from preoviding instructional materials atn £
125| institution shall complete and submit the home education 154| a—hem duecation—studentor student fromaprivat heol
126 articulation agreement to the Department of Education. The home 155 Instructional materials purchased by a district school board or
127| education articulation agreement must shai+ include, at a 156| Florida College System institution board of trustees on behalf
128 minimum: 157 of dual enrollment students are shaii—be the property of the
129 1. A delineation of courses and programs available to a 158| board against which the purchase is charged.
130| eweadtty—enreotied home education student who participates in a 159 (22) The Department of Education shall develop an
131| dual enrollment program students. The postsecondary institution 160| electronic submission system for dual enrollment articulation
132 may add, revise, or delete courses and programs may—be—added; 161 agreements and shall review, for compliance, each dual
133| =xevisedr—or—deleted at any time by +the post ndary 162| enrollment articulation agreement submitted pursuant to
134 institution. 163 subsections (13), subseetion (21), and (24). The Commissioner of
135 2. The initial and continued eligibility requirements for 164| Education shall notify the district school superintendent and
136| home education student participation, not to exceed those 165| the president of the postsecondary institution that is eligible
137 required of other dual enrollment duatly—enretled students. 166| to participate in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s.
138 3. The student’s responsibilities for providing his or her 167 1011.62(1) (i) Flerida—Cellege Systeminstitutien president if
139| own instruetional-materials—and transportation. 168| the dual enrollment articulation agreement does not comply with
140 4. A copy of the statement on transfer guarantees developed 169| statutory requirements and shall submit any dual enrollment
141| by the Department of Education under subsection (15). 170| articulation agreement with unresolved issues of noncompliance
142 (16) A student Students who meets meet the eligibility 171 to the State Board of Education.
143| requirements of this section and who chooses eheese to 172 (23) A district school board bkeards and a Florida College
144| participate in dual enrollment programs is a¥e exempt from the 173| System institution inmstitwtiens may enter into an additional
145| payment of registration, tuition, technology, and laboratory 174| dual enrollment articulation agreement agreements with a state
Page 5 of 11 Page 6 of 11
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university usmiwversities for the purposes of this section. A
school district edstriets may also enter into a dual enrollment
articulation agreement agreements with an eligible independent

college or university Heges—and—universitt pursuant to s.

1011.62(1) (i) . By August 1 of each year, the district school

board and the Florida College System institution shall complete

and submit the dual enrollment articulation agreement with the

state university and an eligible independent college or

university, as applicable, to the Department of Education.

(24) (a) The dual enrollment program for a private school

student consists of the enrollment of an eligible private school

student in a postsecondary course creditable toward an associate

degree, a career certificate, or a baccalaureate degree. In

addition, the private school in which the student is enrolled

must award credit toward high school completion for the

postsecondary course under the dual enrollment program. To

participate in the dual enrollment program, an eligible private

school student shall:

1. Provide proof of enrollment in a private school pursuant

to subsection (2).

2. Be responsible for his or her own transportation unless

provided for otherwise.

3. Sign a private school articulation agreement pursuant to

paragraph (b).
(b) Each postsecondary institution that is eligible to

participate in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s.

1011.62(1) (i) must enter into a private school articulation

agreement with each private school student seeking enrollment in

a dual enrollment course and the student’s parent. By August 1
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of each year, the applicable postsecondary institution shall

complete and submit the private school articulation agreement to

the Department of Education. The articulation agreement must

include, at a minimum:

1. A delineation of courses and programs available to a

private school student who participates in a dual enrollment

program. The postsecondary institution may add, revise, or

delete courses and programs at any time.

2. The initial and continued eligibility requirements for

private school student participation, not to exceed those

required of other dual enrollment students.

3. The student’s responsibilities for providing his or her

own transportation.

4. A copy of the statement on transfer guarantees developed

by the Department of Education under subsection (15)

D + A s PR R | . LS A 1 11 +
E £ oo ry RSt rEatrons—ma rEer—Rto—eauatr—enroriment

4 1o+4 + RN 3 + 4 h +
artreutatironagrecmen Heh—PprE ey hoots—pursuant

Section 2. Paragraph (d) of subsection (19) of section
1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(19) INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.—

(d) Dual enrollment students.—Instructional materials

purchased by a district school board or Florida College System

Page 8 of 11
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233| institution board of trustees on behalf of publie—sehoot dual 262 courses may also be calculated as the proportional shares of
234 enrollment students shall be made available free of charge to 263 full-time equivalent enrollments they generate for a Florida
235 the dual enrollment students free—ef—<harger in accordance with 264 College System institution or university conducting the dual
236 s. 1007.271(17) . 265 enrollment instruction. Early admission students shall be
237 Section 3. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section 266 considered dual enrollments for funding purposes. Students may
238 1011.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 267 be enrolled in dual enrollment instruction provided by an
239 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual 268| eligible independent college or university and may be included
240 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each 269 in calculations of full-time equivalent student memberships for
241 district for operation of schools is not determined in the 270| Dbasic programs for grades 9 through 12 by a district school
242 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing 271 board. However, those provisions of law which exempt dual
243| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as 272| enrollment students duwal—enrelded and early admission students
244 follows: 273| from payment of instructional materials and tuition and fees,
245 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR 274 including technology, registration, and laboratory fees, do
246| OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in 275| shadd not apply to students who select the option of enrolling
247 determining the annual allocation to each district for 276 in an eligible independent institution. An independent college
248| operation: 277| or university that whieh is located and chartered in Florida, is
249 (1) Calculation of full-time equivalent membership with 278 not for profit, is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of
250| respect to dual enrollment instruction.—Students enrolled in 279| the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or the
251 dual enrollment instruction pursuant to s. 1007.271 may be 280| Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools, and
252 included in calculations of full-time equivalent student 281 confers degrees as defined in s. 1005.02 is shedi—be eligible
253| memberships for basic programs for grades 9 through 12 by a 282 for inclusion in the dual enrollment or early admission program.
254| district school board. Instructional time for dual enrollment 283| Students enrolled in dual enrollment instruction are shaii—be
255 may vary from 900 hours; however, the full-time equivalent 284| exempt from the payment of tuition and fees, including
256| student membership value shall be subject to the provisions in 285| technology, registration, and laboratory fees. A Ne student
257 s. 1011.61(4). Dual enrollment full-time equivalent student 286 enrolled in college credit mathematics or English dual
258| membership shall be calculated in an amount equal to the hours 287 enrollment instruction may not shatd be funded as a dual
259| of instruction that would be necessary to earn the full-time 288| enrollment unless the student has successfully completed the
260 equivalent student membership for an equivalent course if it 289 relevant section of the entry-level examination required
261| were taught in the school district. Students in dual enrollment 290| pursuant to s. 1008.30.
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Summary:

SB 1020 substantively revises the eligibility criteria for determining student membership for the
annual allocation to each school district for transportation to public school programs and, revises
the formula for calculating the allocation of transportation funds.

Student Membership Eligibility

The bill codifies! revisions to the criteria for existing, eligible student membership categories to
include definitions and conditions that are prescribed in Department of Education rules and
policies for transportation reporting and funding.?

Specifically, the bill removes students in membership in migrant prekindergarten programs and

redefines other existing, eligible student membership categories to be:

e A student who lives 2 miles or more from school.

e A student enrolled in a prekindergarten program for students with disabilities, which
generates full-time equivalent student membership.

e A student who is pregnant, a student parent, or the child of a student parent.

e A student with a disability whose individual educational plan (IEP) identifies a need for one
or more of the following services:
o Medical equipment, which includes wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, canes, tracheotomy

equipment, and positioning or unique seating devices.

! Department of Education, Division of Finance and Operations, 2015 Agency Legislative Bill Analysis, received March 17,
2015 (on file with the Senate Committee on Education Pre-K — 12).

2 Rules 6A-1.0451, 6A-3.001, 6A-3.0171, and 6A-6.03026, F.A.C.; see also, Florida Department of Education, Student
Transportation General Instructions (2014-2015) available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/0077152-
1415studenttransgeneralinstructions.pdf.
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o A special transportation environment as prescribed by a physician (e.g., tinted windows, a
dust-controlled atmosphere, or temperature control).

o An attendant, aide, or monitor.

o A shortened school day.

o Transportation to a school center located in another school district.

e A student who is enrolled during the 180-day school year in a career education course or dual
enrollment course in a Florida College System institution or a state university and transported
from one school center to another.

e An elementary school student whose grade level does not exceed grade 6 and who is
subjected to hazardous walking conditions en route to or from school as provided by law or
State Board of Education rule. The bill removes the requirement for the rule to limit the
determination to less than 1 year.

e A student with a disability whose IEP specifies the need for an extended school year
(education during the summer) that requires transportation as a related service.

e A student who generates full-time equivalent membership during the summer through
participation in a nonresidential Department of Juvenile Justice education program.

Motor Vehicles for Student Transportation

The bill expands the category of students who are eligible for funding and may be transported to

and from school using private passenger cars or boats by:

e Defining an isolated student as one who lives in a sparsely populated area when compared to
other population areas within the district, or in a location that a school bus cannot traverse the
road or route necessary to pick up the student.

e Adding a student who is in the custody of the Department of Children and Families.

e Adding a student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, or whose
primary nighttime residence is a public or private shelter designed to provide temporary
residence or whose primary nighttime residence is a public or private place designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.

Funding Formula

The bill revises the funding formula to require that the membership count of students with
disabilities be calculated first to determine the transportation dollar allocation for such students,
and that any remaining funds, prorated by an adjusted student membership count, constitute the
base transportation dollar allocation.

The bill provides for an effective date of July 1, 2015.
Present Situation:
Public K-12 Student Transportation

District school boards are required to provide transportation services for some students, and may
provide additional transportation services. District school boards must use buses for regular
transportation, but may use other motor vehicles in limited circumstances.
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Duties & Discretion of District School Boards to Provide Transportation

Each district school board, after considering recommendations from the district school
superintendent, is required to provide transportation for students to public schools or school-
related activities that the students are required or expected to attend.® Specifically, a district
school board must provide:*

e Transportation for each student in prekindergarten disability programs® and in kindergarten
through grade 12 membership to a public school when, and only when, transportation is
necessary to provide adequate educational facilities and opportunities that are not otherwise
available and to transport students whose homes are more than a reasonable walking
distance® from the nearest appropriate school.

e Transportation for public elementary school students in membership whose grade level does
not exceed grade 6, if such students are subjected to hazardous walking conditions while en
route to or from school.’

e Necessary transportation to pregnant students or student parents, and the children of those
students, when the district school board operates a teenage parent program (TAP).®

However, a district school board has the discretion, if it determines practical, to provide

transportation for:®

e Public school students in membership in grades 7 through 12, if such students are subject to
hazardous walking conditions while en route to or from school.

e Public school migrant, exceptional, nursery, and other public school students in membership
below kindergarten; kindergarten through grade 12 students in membership in a public
school; and adult students in membership in adult career, basic, and high school graduation
programs in a public school when, and only when, transportation is necessary to provide
adequate educational facilities and opportunities which otherwise would not be available.

e Transportation disadvantaged®® and for other school-age children.!!

e Other persons to events or activities in which the school district has agreed to participate or
COSponsor.

3 Sections 1001.42(10) and 1006.21(2), F.S.

4 Section 1006.21(3), F.S. A district school board must also provide transportation to a student who utilizes the public-school
option in the McKay Scholarship Program and selects a public school consistent with the district’s school choice plan. s.
1002.39(5)(a)3., F.S.

°1d. (e.g., the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program or School Readiness Program)

6 Defined by the State Board of Education in Rule 6A-3.001(3), F.A.C., as 2 miles between the home and school.

" The district school board may provide transportation to students enrolled in grades 7 through 12 who are subjected to
hazardous walking conditions. s. 1006.21(3)(b), F.S.

8 Section 1003.54(2), F.S.

9 Section 1006.21(3)(c), (d), (f), and (g) and (4), F.S. A district school board may provide transportation for charter schools. s.
1002.33(20)(c), F.S.

10 “Transportation disadvantaged” means “persons who because of physical or mental disability, income status, or age are
unable to transport themselves or to purchase transportation and are, therefore, dependent upon others to obtain access to
health care, employment, education, shopping, social activities, or other life-sustaining activities, or children who are
handicapped or high-risk or at-risk [...].” s. 427.011(1), F.S.,

11 Each district school board may enter into agreements with: counties or municipalities in the school district or any state
agency identified to assist the transportation disadvantaged; regional workforce boards for providing transportation services
to welfare transition program participants; or nonprofit corporations and civic association and groups to use schools buses to
transport school-age children for activities (e.g., the Girl Scouts, 4-H Clubs, or the Y.M.C.A.). s. 1006.261(1), F.S.
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e Welfare transition program participants.*?

Motor Vehicles Used for Student Transportation

District school boards must use school buses®® for regular transportation, which is the scheduled,
routine transportation of students'* to and from school or school-related activities that are part of
a scheduled series or sequence of events to the same location.*®

However, district school boards may use motor vehicles, other than school buses, if

transportation is provided:*®

e For physically handicapped or isolated students.

e For students who attend a specialized educational program.

e Through a public transit system.

e For trips to and from school sites or agricultural education sites or for trips to and from
agricultural education-related events or competitions.

Student Transportation Funding

The Legislature annually allocates funds to each school district for transportation to public
school programs of students in membership in kindergarten through grade 12, and in migrant and
exceptional student programs below kindergarten based on eligibility criteria and the calculation
of the transportation funding allocation.’

Eligible Student Membership

Each school district must determine and report the membership*® count of students who are
transported for the following reasons:*®

e Lives 2 miles or more from school.

e Has a disability or is enrolled in TAP.

e Enrolled in a state prekindergarten program.?°

12 A welfare transition participant is an individual who is receiving temporary cash assistance. s. 414.0252(9), F.S.

13 «“School bus” means a “motor vehicle regularly used for the transportation of prekindergarten disability program and
kindergarten through grade 12 students of the public schools to and from school or to and from school activities, and owned,
operated, rented, contracted, or leased by any district school board [...].” s. 1006.25(1), F.S.

14 “Students” means “[...] students enrolled in the public schools in prekindergarten disability programs and in kindergarten
through grade 12.” s. 1006.22(1)(a), F.S.

15 Section 1006.22(1)(a), F.S.

16 Section 1006.22(1) and (2), F.S., (e.g., a passenger car or multipurpose passenger vehicle or truck designed to transport
fewer than 10 students or, a privately owned motor vehicle in limited circumstances).

17 Section 1011.68, F.S. This annual allocation includes charter schools. Id.

18 “Membership” means “any prekindergarten through grade 12 student enrolled in school during the survey week who is
assigned to a bus, passenger car, multipurpose passenger vehicle, general purpose transportation (city bus or train) or
privately owned motor vehicle or boat (for isolated or disabled students). See the Florida Department of Education’s Student
Transportation General Instructions (2014-2015) available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/0077152-
1415studenttransgeneralinstructions.pdf.

19 Section 1011.68(1), F.S.

20 For purposes of student transportation funding, prekindergarten programs serving students with disabilities and receiving
funding through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or serving children of a parent enrolled in a Teenage Parent
Program. Rule 6A-6.03026, F.A.C. A student enrolled in the VVoluntary Prekindergarten Education Program may not be
reported for transportation funding. s. 1002.71(9), F.S. See also, the Florida Department of Education’s Student
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e Is a career education student?! or a dual enrollment student,?? or a student with a disability,
who is transported from one school center?® to another to participate in an instructional
program or service.

e Has a disability and is transported from one designation to another in the state, one of which
is a school center, and whose IEP identifies the need for the instructional program or service
and transportation provided by the school district.

e Is an elementary school student who is enrolled in kindergarten through grade 6 and is
subjected to hazardous walking conditions en route to or from school.?* State Board of
Education rules must, when appropriate, provide for the determination of membership for
less than 1 year to accommodate the needs of students who require transportation only until
such hazardous conditions are corrected.?

e s a pregnant student, a student parent, or the child of a student parent.

Funding Allocation
The total allocation of funds for each district is calculated annually using the following formula:

T =B + EX. The elements of this formula are defined as follows: T is the
total dollar allocation for transportation. B is the base transportation dollar
allocation prorated by an adjusted student membership count. The adjusted
membership count shall be derived from a multiplicative index function in
which the base student membership is adjusted by multiplying it by index
numbers that individually account for the impact of the price level index,
average bus occupancy, and the extent of rural population in the district.
EX is the base transportation dollar allocation for disabled students
prorated by an adjusted disabled student membership count. The base
transportation dollar allocation for disabled students is the total state base
disabled student membership count weighted for increased costs
associated with transporting disabled students and multiplying it by an
average per student cost for transportation as determined by the
Legislature. The adjusted disabled student membership count shall be
derived from a multiplicative index function in which the weighted base
disabled student membership is adjusted by multiplying it by index
numbers that individually account for the impact of the price level index,
average bus occupancy, and the extent of rural population in the district.
Each adjustment factor shall be designed to affect the base allocation by
no more or less than 10 percent.?®

Transportation General Instructions (2014-2015) available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/0077152-
1415studenttransgeneralinstructions.pdf.

2L “Career education” relates to instruction through courses designed to introduce students to various occupations and job-
preparatory instruction. s. 1003.01(4), F.S.

22 A “dual enrollment student” is a full-time equivalent public school student enrolled in a public secondary school program
and a Florida College System institution or state university program. s. 1011.68(1)(d), F.S.

23 “School center” is defined as a “public school center, Florida College System institution, state university, or other facility
rented, leased, or owned and operated by the school district or another public agency.” Id.

24 Section 1011.68(1)(e), F.S. The criteria for identifying hazardous walking conditions are specified in s. 1006.23(4), F.S.
25 Section 1011.68(1)(e), F.S.

26 Section 1011.68(2), F.S.
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The funds are available for the following limited purposes:’
e For transporting students to and from school using:
o Local general purpose transportation systems;
o Private passenger cars or boats when the transportation is for isolated students or students
with disabilities;?® and
e Purchasing transportation equipment and supplies.?®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1020 substantively revises the eligibility criteria for determining student membership for the
annual allocation to each school district for transportation to public school programs and, revises
the formula for calculating the allocation of transportation funds.

Student Membership Eligibility

The bill codifies revisions to the criteria for existing, eligible student membership categories to
include definitions and conditions that are prescribed in Department of Education rules and
policies for transportation reporting and funding.®

Specifically, the bill removes students in membership in migrant prekindergarten programs and
redefines other existing, eligible student membership categories to be:
e A student who lives 2 miles or more from school.
e A student enrolled in a prekindergarten program for students with disabilities, which
generates full-time equivalent student membership.
e A student who is pregnant, a student parent, or the child of a student parent.
e A student with a disability whose individual educational plan (IEP) identifies a need for one
or more of the following services:
o Medical equipment, which includes wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, canes, tracheotomy
equipment, and positioning or unique seating devices.
o A special transportation environment as prescribed by a physician (e.g., tinted windows, a
dust-controlled atmosphere, or temperature control).
o An attendant, aide, or monitor.
o A shortened school day.
o Transportation to a school center located in another school district.
e A student who is enrolled during the 180-day school year in a career education course or dual
enrollment course in a Florida College System institution or a state university and transported
from one school center to another.

271d. at (4) and (5).

28 The use of private passenger cars or boats may be authorized for students with disabilities or students living in isolated
areas who require specialized transportation services because transportation by school bus would be impractical or is
unavailable. Rules 6A-1.0451(5) and 6A-3.0171(11), F.A.C.

2 The prices of the equipment and supplies may not exceed the lowest prices as determined by the Department of Education.
ss. 1006.27(1) and 1011.68(4), F.S.

%0 Department of Education, Division of Finance and Operations, 2015 Agency Legislative Bill Analysis, received March 17,
2015 (on file with the Senate Committee on Education Pre-K — 12).

31 Rules 6A-1.0451, 6A-3.001, 6A-3.0171, and 6A-6.03026, F.A.C.; see also, Florida Department of Education, Student
Transportation General Instructions (2014-2015) available at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7507/urlt/0077152-
1415studenttransgeneralinstructions.pdf.
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An elementary school student whose grade level does not exceed grade 6 and who is
subjected to hazardous walking conditions en route to or from school as provided by law or
State Board of Education rule. The bill removes the requirement for the rule to limit the
determination to less than 1 year.

A student with a disability whose IEP specifies the need for an extended school year
(education during the summer) that requires transportation as a related service.

A student who generates full-time equivalent membership during the summer through
participation in a nonresidential Department of Juvenile Justice education program.

Motor Vehicles for Student Transportation

The bill expands the category of students who are eligible for funding and may be transported to
and from school using private passenger cars or boats by:

Defining an isolated student as one who lives in a sparsely populated area when compared to
other population areas within the district, or in a location that a school bus cannot traverse the
road or route necessary to pick up the student.

Adding a student who is in the custody of the Department of Children and Families.

Adding a student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, or whose
primary nighttime residence is a public or private shelter designed to provide temporary
residence or whose primary nighttime residence is a public or private place designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.

Funding Formula

The bill revises the funding formula to require that the membership count of students with
disabilities be calculated first to determine the transportation dollar allocation for such students,
and that any remaining funds, prorated by an adjusted student membership count, constitute the
base transportation dollar allocation.

The bill provides for an effective date of July 1, 2015.

Constitutional Issues:

A.

Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

Trust Funds Restrictions:

None.
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends section 1011.68 and reenacts section 1011.622 of the Florida
Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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Florida Senate - 2015 SB 1020
By Senator Simmons
10-00655A-15 20151020

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student transportation funding;
amending s. 1011.68, F.S.; revising the membership of
students that a school district reports for
transportation funding purposes; revising the school
transportation allocation formula used by each school
district; revising the types of students eligible for
transportation funds used for transportation to and
from school in private passenger cars and boats;
reenacting s. 1011.622, F.S., to incorporate the
amendment made to s. 1011.68, F.S., in a reference

thereto; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1011.68, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1011.68 Funds for student transportation.—The annual
allocation to each district for transportation to public school
programs, including charter schools as provided in s.
1002.33(17) (b), of students in membership in kindergarten
through grade 12 and in migrant—and exceptional student programs
below kindergarten shall be determined as follows:

(1) Subject to the rules of the State Board of Education,

each district shall determine the membership of students who are

transported:

(a) By reason of being a student who lives +iwing 2 miles

or more from school.

(b) By reason of being a student enrolled in a
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prekindergarten program for students with disabilities e
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at—program, which generates full-time

equivalent student membership under s. 1011.61, regardless of

distance to school.

(c) By reason of being a student who is pregnant, a student

parent, or the child of a student parent as provided in s.

1003.54 in—a——stateprekindergarten—program, regardless of

distance from school.

(d) By reason of being a student with a disability,

regardless of distance to school, whose individual educational

plan (IEP) identifies the need for one or more of the following

1. Medical equipment, which includes wheelchairs, crutches,

walkers, canes, tracheotomy equipment, and positioning or unique

seating devices.

2. A special transportation environment in accordance with

a physician’s prescription. Such an environment may include, but

is not limited to, tinted windows, a dust-controlled atmosphere,

or temperature control.

3. An attendant, aide, or monitor.

4. A shortened school day.

5. Transportation to a school center located in an out-of-

district school system. The term “school center” means a public

school center, Florida College System institution, state

university, or other facility rented, leased, or owned and

operated by

the school district or another public agency By
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(e) By reason of being a student who is enrolled during the

180-day school year in a career education course or a dual

enrollment course in a Florida College System institution or a

State University System institution pursuant to s. 1007.271 and

who is transported from one school center to another. The term &

“school center” means is—defined—as a public school center,
Florida College System institution, state university, or other

facility rented, leased, or owned and operated by the school

district or another public agency. A —duwal—enrolliment——student”
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(f)+4e)> By reason of being an With—respeet—te elementary

school student students whose grade level does not exceed grade

6 who is+—by—reasen—ofPbeing subjected to hazardous walking
conditions en route to or from school as provided in s. 1006.23

and by rule of the State Board of Education. Such rule xules

shall, when appropriate, provide for the determination of

membership under this paragraph fer—Ztess—thant—year to
accommodate the needs of students who require transportation

eaty until such hazardous conditions are corrected.
£ By reason—of being o pregrant—student—or student
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(g) By reason of being a student with a disability whose

IEP specifies the need for an extended school year education,

with transportation as a related service, during the summer.

(h) By reason of being a student who generates full-time

equivalent student membership during the summer under s. 1011.61

through participation in a nonresidential Department of Juvenile

Justice education program pursuant to s. 1003.52.

(2) A school district may report only students who generate

full-time equivalent membership during the summer under s.

1011.61 for student transportation funding during the summer,

unless a student meets the requirements of paragraph (1) (g).

(3) Students who are enrolled in the Florida School for the

Deaf and the Blind as authorized in s. 1002.36 are funded

through a specific appropriation in the General Appropriations

Act for the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind and are

not eligible for student transportation funding under this

section.
(4)42> The allocation for each district shall be calculated

annually in accordance with the following formula:

T = B—+ EX + B. The elements of this formula are defined as
follows:
(a) T is the total dollar allocation for transportation.

(b) EX is the transportation dollar allocation for students

with disabilities whom the school district reports under

paragraph (1) (d). The transportation dollar allocation for

students with disabilities is the students with disabilities

Page 4 of 7

words underlined are additions.




117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145

Florida Senate - 2015

10-00655A-15

SB 1020

20151020

membership count reported in paragraph (1) (d), weighted for

increased costs associated with transporting students with

disabilities, and multiplying that

number by an average per

student cost for transportation as

determined by the Legislature

+ 3 fod b

B 1 +h i + £ o deol1
B THe—Ho craRSportatron—GoTa¥

= +ad FEPPPS| + N i
S f

+
ISaS sy n=a veChHtHmemoersnTe R .

disabilities membership count shall

11
ST TTTroR—proratea—o =221

The adjusted students with

be derived from a

multiplicative index function in which the base student

membership is adjusted by multiplyi

ng it by index numbers that

individually account for the impact of the price level index,

average bus occupancy, and the extent of rural population in the

district. Each adjustment factor shall be designed to affect the

base allocation by no more or less

than 10 percent.

(c) B EX is the base transportation dollar allocation and

represents the remaining funds after calculating the

transportation dollar allocation for students with disabilities

prorated by an adjusted student membership count fer—disabled

£ The b + o4 dell 1] + £ disabled
Sl The—ba transpeortatien—dellar allecationfor disabled
tudernts—is—the+total stateba disabted—student membership
disabled student 4 L IERE, ] LN fodent
disabled gden and—multiplying it by anaverage per—studen

cost—feor—transportation asdetermined by the Legistatures The

adjusted disabled—student membershi

a multiplicative index function in

p count shall be derived from

which the weightedbase

eisabted student membership count reported in subsection (1) is

adjusted by multiplying it by index numbers that individually

account for the impact of the price level index, average bus

occupancy, and the extent of rural

population in the district.
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Each adjustment factor shall be designed to affect the base

allocation by no more or less than 10 percent.
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(5)+44)» A Ne district may not shait use funds to purchase
transportation equipment and supplies at prices which exceed
those determined by the department to be the lowest which can be
obtained, as prescribed in s. 1006.27(1).

(6) (a) 45> Funds allocated or apportioned for the payment of
student transportation services may be used to pay for
transportation of students to and from school on local general
purpose transportation systems.

(b) Student transportation funds may atse be used to pay
for transportation of students to and from school in private
passenger cars and boats when the transportation is for:

1. An isolated student who lives in a sparsely populated

area when compared to other population areas within the

district, or in a location for which a school bus cannot
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traverse the road or route necessary to pick up the student;

2. A student with a disability as authorized by rule;

3. A student who is in the custody of the Department of

Children and Families; and

4. A student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate

nighttime residence, or whose primary nighttime residence is a

public or private shelter designed to provide temporary

residence or whose primary nighttime residence is a public or

private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular

sleeping accommodation for human beings iselatedstudents—or

+tudent S NS il it defs a4 b 1 N £ o to o+
535S S 2 FrER—arSanTEY FS—aeErnee—Ppy—¥ure. T & T
h| £ +h tote B a £ wg P h 1 dist +
Far —Ef =3 Boara—otfr—Haucatirony Saczes HoOoT—EaITSErT:
hall det 3 & PR N £ : d student 3
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h| + ot 3 + d boat
genreraor—purp Eransportatron—Ppriva P FEeFr SES—aRS—PoT
Th 11 4 tudent £ b 1 +o +h 11 +
The—arrocatron—Pper TaeHE—my £ Sicic=a Ae—arTocatEroR—Pper
+tudent S E] h 1 B
weeRt—rrarng—aSehootT—ot

(c) The allocation per student for general purpose

transportation, private passenger cars, and boats is equal to

the allocation per student riding a school bus.

(7)46) Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, in
no case shall any student or students be counted for
transportation funding more than once per day. This provision
includes counting students for funding pursuant to trips in
school buses, passenger cars, or boats or general purpose
transportation.

Section 2. Section 1011.622, Florida Statutes, 1s reenacted

for the purpose of incorporating the amendment made by this act

to s. 1011.68, Florida Statutes, in a reference thereto.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Committee on Education Pre-K - 12

BILL: SB 1202

INTRODUCER: Senator Brandes

SUBJECT: Voter Registration
DATE: March 17, 2015 REVISED:
ANALYST STAFF DIRECTOR REFERENCE ACTION
1. Carlton Roberts EE Favorable
2. Bailey Klebacha ED Pre-meeting
3. RC
Summary:

SB 1202 designates the first week in May of each year as “Florida High School Senior Voter
Registration Week.” The bill provides that each Supervisor of Elections may, in collaboration
with the local school district, provide high school seniors with the opportunity to register to vote
and provide instruction on the elections process, voter registration requirements, polling place
processes, and the history of suffrage in the United States.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
I. Present Situation:

The Department of State (Department) is required by s. 98.255, F.S., to adopt rules prescribing
minimum standards for voter education. The standards shall, at a minimum, address: voter
registration; balloting procedures, absentee and polling places; voter rights and responsibilities;
distribution of sample ballots; and public service announcements.! Each Supervisor of Elections
(Supervisor) is required to implement the minimum voter education standards, and shall conduct
additional nonpartisan education efforts as necessary to ensure that voters have a working
knowledge of the voting process.? The Supervisors are required to provide a detailed description
of their voter education programs to the Department.>

The Department adopted Rule 1S-2.033(3)(a), F.A.C., which requires a county supervisor of
elections to conduct at least once a year a high school voter registration/education program in
each public high school in the county. The program must be developed in cooperation with the

1 Section 98.255, F.S.
21d.
31d.
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local school board and be designed for maximum effectiveness in reaching and educating high
school students who are eligible to pre-register or register.*

Currently, s. 97.0583, F.S., requires each qualifying educational institution to provide each
student enrolled in the institution the opportunity to register to vote or to update a voter
registration record on each campus at least once a year. Qualifying educational institutions are
also encouraged to provide voter registration services at other times and places, such as upon
application for financial aid, during admissions, at registration, upon issuance of student
identifications, and at new-student orientation.®

For purposes of this law, a “[q]ualifying educational institution means any public or private
educational institution receiving state financial assistance which has, as its primary mission, the
provision of education or training to students who are at least 18 years of age, provided such
institution has more than 200 students enrolled in classes with the institution and provided that
the recognized student government organization has requested this designation in writing and has
filed the request with the office of the supervisor of elections in the county in which the
institution is located.”®

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1202 designates the first week in May of each year as “Florida High School Senior Voter
Registration Week.” The bill also provides that each Supervisor may, in collaboration with the
local school district, provide high school seniors with the opportunity to register to vote and
provide instruction on the elections process, voter registration requirements, polling place
processes, and the history of suffrage in the United States.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

4 Rule 1S-2.033(3), F.A.C.
5 Section 97.0583, F.S.
6 Section 97.021(32), F.S.
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V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:
This bill substantially amends section 98.255 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to voter registration; amending s.
98.255, F.S.; designating a specified period each year
during which supervisors of elections are authorized
to provide certain students with the opportunity to
register to vote at school and with instruction on the

elections process; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) is added to section 98.255,
Florida Statutes, to read:
98.255 Voter education programs.—

(4) The first week in May of each year is designated as

“Florida High School Senior Voter Registration Week” in this

state. During Florida High School Senior Voter Registration

Week, each supervisor of elections may, in collaboration with

the local school district, provide high school seniors with:

(a) The opportunity to register to vote at school.

(b) Instruction on the elections process, including, but

not limited to, voter registration requirements, polling place

processes, and the history of suffrage in the United States.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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Summary:

SB 1262 deletes obsolete deadlines and streamlines communication and reporting of information
by the Florida Department of Education (department) and the Commission for Independent
Education (commission). Specifically, the bill:

e Provides clarification regarding the use of an individual education plan (IEP) by requiring
that the IEP and the electronic IEP system developed by the department be available for
statewide use and deletes an obsolete, July 1, 2007, deadline.

e Deletes obsolete, December 31, 2013, deadline for reporting of student data by the
commission to the department.

e Streamlines the Commissioner of Education’s authority in personnel discipline proceedings
regarding certified Florida educators.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
. Present Situation:
Individual Education Plans

Federal law requires states to make a free appropriate public education available to all children
with disabilities residing in the state between the ages of 3 and 21, including children with
disabilities who have been suspended or expelled from school.! As the state educational agency,
the Florida Department of Education (DOE) must exercise general supervision over all
educational programs for children with disabilities in the state, including all programs
administered by other state or local agencies, and ensure that the programs meet the educational
standards of the state educational agency.?

120 U.S.C. s. 1400 et. seq., as amended by Pub. L. No. 108-446; 34 C.F.R. s. 300.17.
234 C.F.R. s.300.149.
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For each eligible student or child with a disability served by a school district, or other state
agency that provides special education and related services either directly, by contract, or
through other arrangements, an individual educational plan (IEP) or individual family support
plan must be developed, reviewed, and revised.® In developing an IEP, the IEP team is required
to consider a child’s strengths, concerns of the parents for enhancing education, results of the
initial evaluation or most recent evaluation of the child, and the academic, developmental, and
functional needs of the child, as well as special factors.*

States receiving Individuals with Disabilities Education (IDEA) funds must comply with detailed
procedural requirements, including identifying, evaluating, and making placements for students
with disabilities and for developing an individualized education program for each student.® States
must also provide students with disabilities and their parents with certain procedural safeguards,
including: notice of any proposal or refusal to change the student's identification, evaluation, or
educational placement; the opportunity to present a complaint and to have an impartial due
process hearing; and the right to keep the student in his or her current educational placement
pending administrative or judicial review proceedings.® A student with a disability and his or her
parents also have the right to bring a civil action in state court, if they are aggrieved by the decision
of the state administrative hearing officer relating to a due process hearing or alternative placement.’

Commission for Independent Education

The Commission for Independent Education (CIE or commission), established in DOE, consists
of seven members who are residents of this state.® The Governor appoints the members of the
commission who are subject to confirmation by the Senate.® CIE is responsible for exercising
independently all powers, duties, and functions concerning independent postsecondary
educational institutions® in consumer protection, program improvement, and licensure of
institutions under its purview.! The commission is also responsible for authorizing the granting
of diplomas and degrees by independent postsecondary educational institutions under its
jurisdiction.!? The department serves as the administrative agent of the commission by providing
services, including payroll, procurement, and legal counsel.*®

% Rule 6A-6.03028(3), F.A.C.

420 U.S.C. s. 1414(d)(3)(A) and (B).

520 U.S.C. § 1412. See http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cdynamic%2CTopical Area%2C12%2C. (last visited
March 15, 2013.)

620 U.S.C. § 1415 (b), (c), (d), (e),(F), and (j). There is an exception to keeping a student in his or her current placement if it
involves an alternative educational setting.

720 U.S.C. § 1415(i)(2)

8 Section 1005.21(1)-(2), F.S.

9 Section 1005.21(2), F.S.; Florida Department of Education, Commission Members,
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/cie/commission-members.stml (last visited March 12, 2015).

10 Independent postsecondary educational institution means “any postsecondary educational institution that operates in this
state or makes application to operate in this state, and is not provided, operated, and supported by the State of Florida, its
political subdivisions, or the Federal Government.” Section 1005.02(11), F.S.

11 Section 1005.21(1)-(2), F.S.

12 Section 1005.21(1), F.S.

Bd.
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Personnel Discipline

DOE must investigate expeditiously any legally sufficient complaint that may result in the
revocation or suspension of a certificate or any other appropriate penalty specified in law.'* The
department must prioritize investigation of a legally sufficient complaint that “involves
misconduct by any certificated personnel which affects the health, safety, or welfare of a
student” over other pending complaints.’> DOE may contract with the Department of Business
and Professional Regulation for conducting the investigations.'® The department general counsel
and staff must review the findings of such investigations and advise the Commissioner of
Education (commissioner) about probable cause or lack thereof. 1" Unless the complaint involves
a felony or crime of moral turpitude, the commissioner may enter into a deferred prosecution
agreement with a certified educator in lieu of finding probable cause. The commissioner must
dismiss a complaint if probable cause does not exist to commence prosecution.®

Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1262 deletes obsolete deadlines and streamlines communication and reporting of information
by the Florida Department of Education (DOE or department) and the Commission for
Independent Education (CIE or commission).

Individual Education Plans

The bill provides clarification regarding the use of an individual education plan (IEP) by
requiring that the IEP and the electronic IEP system developed by the department be available
for statewide use and deletes an obsolete deadline. Current law requires the IEP and the
electronic IEP system be available for potential statewide use no later than July 1, 2007.%°

Commission for Independent Education

The bill deletes obsolete deadline for reporting of student data (e.qg., retention rates, transfer
rates, completion rates, graduation rates, and employment and earnings) by the commission to
the department. Specifically, the bill deletes December 31, 2013 as the deadline for submitting
student data for 2012-2013 academic year but maintains October 1 as the deadline for reporting
such data.

Personnel Discipline

The bill modifies the Commissioner of Education’s authority to enter into a deferred prosecution
agreement with a certified educator, who is investigated, in lieu of finding probable cause by
authorizing the commissioner to also issue to the educator, a letter of guidance in lieu of a

14 Section 1012.796(1), F.S.
15 Section 1012.796(1)(b), F.S.
16 Section 1012.796(2), F.S.
17 Section 1012.796(3), F.S.

81d.

19 Section 1003.576, F.S.
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finding of probable cause. Current law authorizes the commissioner to enter into a deferred
prosecution agreement with a certified educator in lieu of finding probable cause.?°

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.

V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1003.576, 1005.22,
and 1012.796.

20 Section 1012.796(3), F.S.
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IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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By Senator Legg

17-00964A-15

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; amending s. 1003.576,
F.S.; requiring the Department of Education to have an
operating electronic IEP system in place for statewide
use; amending s. 1005.22, F.S.; requiring the
Commission for Independent Education to report certain
data to the department annually by a certain date
regarding institutions licensed by the commission;
amending s. 1012.796, F.S.; authorizing the
Commissioner of Education to issue a letter of
guidance in response to a complaint against a teacher
or administrator in lieu of a probable cause

determination; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1003.576, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1003.576 Individual education plans for exceptional
students.—The Department of Education must develop and have an

operating electronic IEP system in place for peterntial statewide

use mo—taoter—thenJuly++—2606+. The statewide system shall be
developed collaboratively with school districts and must include
input from school districts currently developing or operating
electronic IEP systems.

Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1005.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1005.22 Powers and duties of commission.—

(1) The commission shall:
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(i) Serve as a central agency for collecting and

20151262

distributing current information regarding institutions licensed
by the commission. The commission shall annually collect, and
all institutions licensed by the commission shall annually
report, student-level data from the prior year for each student
who receives state funds, in a format prescribed by the
Department of Education. At a minimum, data from the prior year
must include retention rates, transfer rates, completion rates,

graduation rates, employment and placement rates, and earnings

of graduates. By October 1 of each year B mher—3+—26+3, the

commission shall report the data for the 2042-2013 academic year

th

to the Department of Education. By tober—1

£h £4 +h ;. 3 hall £ tha Jdo+ + +1
tEnerearter;—tn MATSSToR—SAaTFEePoE Ene—eata—=t T

Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 1012.796, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1012.796 Complaints against teachers and administrators;
procedure; penalties.—

(3) The department staff shall advise the commissioner
concerning the findings of the investigation. The department
general counsel or members of that staff shall review the
investigation and advise the commissioner concerning probable
cause or lack thereof. The determination of probable cause shall
be made by the commissioner. The commissioner shall provide an
opportunity for a conference, if requested, prior to determining
probable cause. The commissioner may enter into deferred
prosecution agreements in lieu of finding probable cause if, in

his or her judgment, such agreements are in the best interests

of the department, the certificateholder, and the public. Such
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deferred prosecution agreements shall become effective when

filed with the clerk of the Education Practices Commission.
However, a deferred prosecution agreement may shatd not be
entered into if there is probable cause to believe that a felony
or an act of moral turpitude, as defined by rule of the State
Board of Education, has occurred. Upon finding no probable

cause, the commissioner shall dismiss the complaint. In lieu of

a finding of probable cause, the commissioner may also issue a

letter of guidance to the educator.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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SB 1264 provides a mechanism for comparing the status of digital readiness of school districts
and public schools, which is independently verified, based on technology infrastructure standards
and targets identified by the Agency for State Technology (AST or agency) or a professional
organization that the agency contracts with (contracted organization).

Specifically, the bill requires the AST, or a contracted organization, to consult with the
Department of Education (DOE or department) to identify technology infrastructure standards
and targets for the implementation of digital classrooms in Florida. The bill also specifies certain
requirements for the agency, contracted organization, DOE, school districts, and charter schools
to successfully implement state and local digital classrooms plans to improve student
performance outcomes.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
Present Situation:
Florida Digital Classrooms Allocation

In 2014, the Legislature elevated policy and funding for technology-enhanced classroom
teaching and learning by creating the Florida digital classrooms allocation (allocation) to support
efforts and strategies of school districts and public schools in integrating technology into
classroom instruction to improve student performance outcomes.! In response to the 2014
legislation that created the allocation,? the Department of Education (DOE or department)

! Section 1011.62(12)(a), F.S.
2 Sections 5 and 27, ch. 2014-56, L.O.F.
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adopted a Strategic Technology Plan, establishing the general parameters for digital classrooms
which are used by the by the district school boards to adopt their district digital classrooms plan.?
For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, the Legislature appropriated $40 million to school districts to
support digital classrooms.* At a minimum, $250,000 was provided to each school district.® The
remaining balance was allocated based on each district’s share of the state’s total unweighted
student enrollment.®

State Digital Classrooms Plan

The Office of Technology and Information Services, within DOE, is responsible for developing a

5-year strategic plan (state plan) that must:’

e Describe how technology will be integrated into classroom teaching and learning to improve
student performance outcomes and prepare students to be digital learners.

e Establish minimum technology requirements that include specifications for hardware,
software, devices, networking, security, and bandwidth capacity and guidelines for the ratio
of students per device.

e Establish minimum requirements for professional development opportunities and training to
assist district instructional personnel staff with integrating technology into classroom
teaching.

o |dentify the types of digital tools and resources that can assist district instructional personnel
and staff in management, assessment, and monitoring of student learning and performance.

DOE must update the state plan annually by January 1.8

Technology Integration Matrix

To assist with integrating technology into curriculum, DOE has prepared a Technology
Integration Matrix (TIM)?® for teachers to use technology to enhance learning by:°

e Providing a framework for defining and evaluating technology integration;

e Setting a clear vision for effective teaching with technology;

% Florida Department of Education, FDOE Digital Classrooms Plan, http://www.fldoe.org/about-us/division-of-technology-
info-services/bureau-of-edu-tech.stml (last visited March 6, 2015); see ss. 1001.20(4) and 1011.62(12)(b), F.S. The
Department of Education (DOE) has provided to school districts, technical assistance memo and guidance document
regarding digital classrooms. Florida Department of Education, Digital Classrooms Plan (DCP) and Allocation,
http://www.fldoe.org/about-us/division-of-technology-info-services/bureau-of-edu-tech.stml (last visited March 9, 2015).

4 Specific Appropriation 96, s. 2, ch. 2014-51, LO.F.

°1d

61d.

" Section 1001.20(4)(a)1., F.S.

8 Section 1001.20(4)(a)1., F.S

° Florida Department of Education, Presentation to the Florida Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (March 4,
2015), available at http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Committees/2014-
2016/AED/MeetingRecords/MeetingPacket 2873.pdf, at 115 of 120.

10 Florida Department of Education, The Technology Integration Matrix, http:/fcit.usf.edu/matrix/index.php (last visited
March 10, 2015). The five interdependent characteristics of meaningful learning environments are: active, constructive, goal
directed (i.e., reflective), authentic, and collaborative. The five levels of technology integration (i.e., entry, adoption,
adaptation, infusion, and transformation) with each of the five characteristics of meaningful learning environments. Together,
the five levels of technology integration and the five characteristics of meaningful learning environments create a matrix of
25 cells to set a clear vision for effective teaching with technology. Florida Department of Education, The Technology
Integration Matrix (March 9, 2015), available at http://fcit.usf.edu/matrix/matrix.php.
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e Giving teachers and administrators a common language for setting goals; and
e Helping target professional development resources effectively.

District Digital Classrooms Plan

The 2014 legislation required each district school board to adopt a district digital classrooms plan
(DCP) that meets the unique needs of students, schools, and personnel and submit the district
DCP for approval to DOE.! By permitting the customization of district digital classrooms plan
to local needs, the legislation promoted local control of targeted and purposeful technology
enhancements in Florida’s classrooms. At a minimum, the district DCPs must be updated
annually to include the following:!2

e Measurable student performance outcomes, including the outcomes for students with
disabilities.

e Digital learning and technology infrastructure purchases and operational activities including,
but not limited to, connectivity, broadband access, wireless capacity, Internet speed, and data
security, all of which must meet or exceed the minimum requirements and protocols
established by the department.

e Professional development purchases and operational activities including, but not limited to,
using technology in the classroom and improving digital literacy and competency.

e Digital tool purchases and operational activities including, but not limited to, competency-
based credentials that measure and demonstrate digital competency and certifications; third-
party assessments that demonstrate acquired knowledge and use of digital applications; and
devices that meet or exceed the minimum requirements and protocols established by the
department.

e Online assessment-related purchases and operational activities including, but not limited to,
expanding the capacity to administer assessments and compatibility with minimum
assessment requirements and protocols established by the department.

Each district superintendent must certify to the Commissioner of Education (commissioner) that
“the district school board has approved a comprehensive district digital classrooms plan that
supports the fidelity of implementation of the Florida digital classrooms allocation.”*® In
addition, each district’s DCP must include a formal verification of the district superintendent’s
approval of the DCP for each charter school in the district.!* DOE must approve the DCPs before
distributing the allocation funds to the school districts.'®

For the 2014-2015 school year, the deadline for submitting district DCPs was October 1, 20141
All 67 district school boards have submitted their district DCP and DOE has approved the
district DCPs.!’ For the 2015-2016 school year and each year thereafter, the district school
boards must submit their district DCPs annually by March 1.8

11 Section 1011.62(12)(b), F.S.

12 4.

13 Section 1011.62(12)(c), F.S.

14 Section 1011.62(12)(0)5(c), F.S.

51d.

16 Section 1011.62(12)(b), F.S.

17 Florida Department of Education, Approved Districts’ Digital Classroom Plans, http://www.fldoe.org/about-us/division-
of-technology-info-services/dcp.stml (last visited March 6, 2015).

18 Section 1011.62(12)(b), F.S.




BILL: SB 1264 Page 4

In addition to submitting DCPs, beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year, each district school
board must report to the department its use of allocation funds and student performance
outcomes.!® The department may contract with an independent third-party entity to conduct an
annual independent verification of the district’s use of allocation funds in accordance with the
district’s DCP.? If an independent third-party verification is not conducted, the Auditor General
must, during scheduled operational audits of school districts, verify compliance of the use of
allocation funds in accordance with the district’s DCP.2

Annually, by October 1, beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the commissioner must provide
to the Governor, President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, a
summary of each district’s use of funds, student performance outcomes, and progress toward
meeting statutory requirements and timelines.??

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1264 provides a mechanism for comparing the status of digital readiness of school districts
and public schools, which is independently verified, based on technology infrastructure standards
and targets identified by the Agency for State Technology (AST or agency) or a professional
organization that the agency contracts with (contracted organization).

Specifically, the bill requires the AST, or a contracted organization, to consult with the
Department of Education (DOE or department) to identify technology infrastructure standards
and targets for the implementation of digital classrooms in Florida. This provision will likely
facilitate a collaboration between AST, the agency that establishes the standards for the most
efficient use of state’s information technology resources,?® and DOE, the department that is
familiar with public schools’ instructional needs. The bill also specifies certain requirements for
the agency, contracted organization, DOE, school districts, and charter schools to successfully
implement state and local digital classrooms plans to improve student performance outcomes.

Requirements for the Agency for State Technology

The Agency for State Technology (AST) was established in 2014 by the Legislature to oversee
the state’s essential technology projects. AST is responsible for establishing standards and
processes for information technology (IT).2* The agency is responsible for establishing
technology architecture standards to provide the most efficient use of the state’s IT resources
which must include, but not be limited to, performance measurements and metrics that

19 Section 1011.62(12)(e), F.S.

2 d.

2 d.

22 d.

23 Section 282.0051(2), F.S. The Agency for State Technology is responsible for developing and publishing “information
technology policy for the management of the state’s information technology resources.” Section 282.0051(1), F.S.

24 Section 10, ch. 2014-221, L.O.F.; Agency for State Technology, About Us, http://www.ast.myflorida.com/about.asp (lasted
visited March 9, 2015) Information technology means “ equipment, hardware, software, firmware, programs, systems,
networks, infrastructure, media, and related material used to automatically, electronically, and wirelessly collect, receive,
access, transmit, display, store, record, retrieve, analyze, evaluate, process, classify, manipulate, manage, assimilate, control,
communicate, exchange, convert, converge, interface, switch, or disseminate information of any kind or form.” Section
282.0041, F.S.
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objectively reflect the status of an IT project based on a defined and documented scope, cost, and
schedule.®

In addition to identifying the technology infrastructure standards and targets, the bill requires

AST, or a contracted organization, to:

e Perform retrospective analyses of DOE’s 5-year strategic plan for establishing Florida digital
classrooms and the districts’ and charter schools’ digital classrooms plans for the 2014-2015
and 2015-2016 school years to determine the status of technology infrastructure. The
retrospective analyses will likely provide the state, an independent assessment of the
districts’ and schools’ technology infrastructure status and needs. Currently, technology
readiness data are self-reported by the school districts. In addition, the retrospective analyses
will also likely assist with identifying gaps in technology infrastructure relative to the
identified standards and targets.

e Provide prospective planning guidance and technical assistance to the department, school
districts, and public schools regarding identified gaps in technology infrastructure and
recommended improvements to meet the standards and targets identified by AST or a
contracted organization. The guidance and technical assistance will likely help DOE, school
districts, and public schools to make strategic and purposeful investments in technology
infrastructure.

e Submit a report annually, by October 1, to the Governor, President of the Senate, and
Speaker of the House of Representatives, summarizing the status of technology infrastructure
and recommending strategies for improving cost efficiencies and maximizing the state’s and
school districts’ investments in technology to establish digital classrooms. The annual report,
which AST must provide to the Commissioner of Education (commissioner) by September 1
of each year, will likely help to inform the state about the school districts’ and public
schools’ technology infrastructure status and progress toward meeting the technology
infrastructure standards and targets that are identified by AST or a contracted organization in
consultation with DOE. Additionally, the recommendations regarding cost efficiencies may
likely help inform strategic budgetary investments in technology infrastructure.

Requirements for the Department of Education

The bill specifies requirements for DOE regarding incorporating the identified technology
infrastructure standards and targets in the department’s 5-year strategic plan (state plan) and
providing access to statewide procurement service agreements:

e DOE must include the identified technology infrastructure standards and targets in the state
plan for successful implementation of digital classrooms to improve student performance
outcomes. In addition to the components that must be included in the state plan, which are
specified in law,?® the bill clarifies that the state plan must also identify minimum technology
infrastructure requirements in consultation with AST. The minimum technology
infrastructure requirements will likely help the school districts and public schools plan for
technology investments strategically and allocate funds purposefully.

25 Section 282.0051(2)-(3), F.S.
26 Section 1001.20(4)(a)1., F.S.
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¢ DOE must coordinate with AST to facilitate school districts’ access to statewide procurement
service agreements. Access to competitively procured service agreements may result in cost
savings and efficiencies for the school districts.

Requirements for School Districts

Beginning in the 2016-2017 school year, each school district must undergo retrospective and
prospective analyses and annual independent verification of its use of Florida digital classrooms
allocation funds (digital classrooms funds) in order of the district to be eligible to receive the
digital classrooms funds. An independent assessment of the districts’ use of digital classrooms
funds will likely help inform the state about school districts’ technology needs and investments
to improve student performance outcomes. Access to such information will also likely assist the
state with budgetary decisions concerning school districts’ and public schools’ technology
preparedness to integrate technology in classroom teaching and learning and administer
computer-based assessments.

Requirements for Submitting Digital Classrooms Plans

The bill also makes modifications to the format and deadline for submitting digital classrooms

plans. Specifically,

e DOE must develop a streamlined format for charter schools to use for submitting their digital
classrooms plan. This process may result in creating a precise accountability measurement
tool matching the charter school’s mission, program, goals, students served, methods of
assessment and ways to measure success of charter schools.?’

e The commissioner must implement an online, web-based portal for school districts and
charter schools to submit their digital classrooms plan. The online submission system may
result in a cost-effective method for the school districts to report their digital classrooms plan
information timely to the department.

e District school boards must submit their digital classrooms plan annually to DOE by
September 1, instead of the March 1 deadline which is the current statutory deadline. The
September 1 deadline will likely assist the districts with budgetary planning by taking into
considerations allocation funds appropriated for the next school year.

Finally, the bill clarifies that the annual report the commissioner must provide to the Governor,
President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, by October 1 of each year,
include a summary of each district’s:

e Student performance goals and outcomes; and

e Use of funds in support of such goals and outcomes.

The clarification emphasizes that improving student performance outcomes should be the goal
that drives technology integration in classroom teaching and learning.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.

27 Florida Department of Education, General Information (March 9, 2015), available at http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-
choice/charter-schools/charter-school-fags.stml.
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V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1001.20 and
1011.62.

This bill creates section 282.0052 of the Florida Statutes.
IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)

None.
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B. Amendments:

None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/18/2015
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Legg) recommended the
following:

Senate Amendment

Delete lines 49 - 55
and insert:

(b) Perform retrospective analyses of the state 5-year

strategic plan developed pursuant to s. 1001.20 and school

district digital classrooms plan adopted pursuant to s.
1011.62(12) for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years to

determine the status of technology infrastructure and digital

readiness of school districts relative to the standards and
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11 targets identified under paragraph (a). The digital readiness of

12 school districts must be assessed using the digital readiness

13 scorecard established under s. 1001.20(4) (a).
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/18/2015
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Legg) recommended the
following:

Senate Amendment

Between lines 119 and 120
insert:

4., Responsible for consulting with the Agency for State

Technology to establish uniform definitions of technology

infrastructure components which must be incorporated into the

department’s 5-year strategic plan. The uniform definitions must

be incorporated by each charter school that seeks Florida

digital classrooms allocation funds and by each district school
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board in technology information annually submitted to the

department which includes, but is not limited to, digital

classroom plans and technology resources inventory.

5. Responsible for consulting with the Agency for State

Technology to create a digital readiness scorecard to compare

the digital readiness of school districts within the state. The

scorecard must use the uniform definitions identified under this

section and technology infrastructure standards and targets

identified under s. 282.0052(1) (a). At a minimum, the scorecard

must include the student-to-device ratio, the percentage of

schools within each district that meet bandwidth standards, the

percentage of classrooms within each district that meet wireless

standards, the refresh rate of devices, network capacity,

information storage capacity, and information security services.
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By Senator Legg

17-01068A-15 20151264

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to digital classrooms; creating s.
282.0052, F.S.; establishing requirements for digital
classrooms technology infrastructure planning by the
Agency for State Technology or a contracted
organization; requiring the agency or contracted
organization to annually submit a report to the
Governor and the Legislature; prescribing report
requirements; requiring the agency to annually update
the Commissioner of Education on the status of
technology infrastructure; amending s. 1001.20, F.S.;
requiring the Office of Technology and Information
Services of the Department of Education to consult
with the Agency for State Technology in developing the
5-year strategic plan for Florida digital classrooms;
removing an obsolete date; revising requirements for
the 5-year strategic plan; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.;
revising the date by which district school boards must
annually submit a digital classrooms plan to the
Department of Education; requiring a charter school to
submit the school’s digital classrooms plan to the
applicable school district; specifying required format
for the plan; specifying conditions for a school
district to maintain eligibility for Florida digital
classrooms allocation funds; requiring the
Commissioner of Education to implement an online
portal for electronic submission of digital classrooms
plans by a specified date; requiring a charter school

to annually report to the department regarding the use
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of specified funds; revising requirements for the
commissioner’s annual report to the Governor and the
Legislature regarding the digital classrooms plan;

providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 282.0052, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

282.0052 Digital classrooms technology infrastructure

planning.—

(1) The Agency for State Technology, or an independent

third-party professional organization that the agency contracts

with, shall:

(a) Consult with the Department of Education to identify

technology infrastructure standards and targets for the

successful implementation of digital classrooms, pursuant to s.

1011.62(12), in public schools within the state beginning in the
2016-2017 school year.

(b) Perform retrospective analyses of the state 5-year

strategic plan developed pursuant to s. 1001.20 and the school

district and charter school digital classrooms plans adopted
pursuant to s. 1011.62(12) for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016

school years to determine the status of technology

infrastructure relative to the standards and targets identified

under paragraph (a).

(c) Provide prospective planning guidance and technical

assistance to the Department of Education, school districts, and

public schools regarding identified gaps in technology

Page 2 of 9
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infrastructure and recommended improvements to meet the

standards and targets identified under paragraph (a).

(d) Summarize and report, by October 1 of each year, to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives:

1. The status of technology infrastructure of school

districts and public schools within the state.

2. Recommendations for improving cost efficiencies and

maximizing investments in technology by the state and school

districts to establish digital classrooms.

(2) The Agency for State Technology must provide the status

of technology infrastructure information to the Commissioner of

Education by September 1 of each year.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
1001.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.20 Department under direction of state board.—

(4) The Department of Education shall establish the
following offices within the Office of the Commissioner of
Education which shall coordinate their activities with all other
divisions and offices:

(a) Office of Technology and Information Services.—

1. Responsible for developing a 5-year strategic plan, in

’

consultation with the Agency for State Technology, to establish

technology infrastructure standards and targets for the

successful implementation of digital classrooms to improve

student performance outcomes under s. 1011.62(12) fex

establishing Florida—digitatl—eclassrooms—by Oeteber1+,—2634, and

annually updating the plan by January 1 eaeh ar—thereafter.

The Florida digital classrooms plan shall be provided to each
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school district and published on the department’s website. The
plan must:

a. Describe how technology will be integrated into
classroom teaching and learning to assist the state in improving
student performance outcomes and enable all students in Florida
to be digital learners with access to digital tools and
resources.

b. Identify minimum technology infrastructure requirements,
which €hat include specifications for hardware, software,
devices, networking, security, and bandwidth capacity and
guidelines for the ratio of students per device. The Office of

Technology and Information Services shall consult with the

Agency for State Technology in identifying minimum technology

infrastructure requirements.

c. Establish minimum requirements for professional
development opportunities and training to assist district
instructional personnel and staff with the integration of
technology into classroom teaching.

d. Identify the types of digital tools and resources that
can assist district instructional personnel and staff in the
management, assessment, and monitoring of student learning and
performance.

2. Responsible for making budget recommendations to the
commissioner, providing data collection and management for the
system, assisting school districts in securing Internet access
and telecommunications services, including those eligible for
funding under the Schools and Libraries Program of the federal
Universal Service Fund, and coordinating services with other

state, local, and private agencies.
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3. Responsible for coordinating with the Agency for State

Technology to facilitate school districts’ access to statewide

procurement service agreements.

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) through (e) of subsection (12) of
section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(12) FLORIDA DIGITAL CLASSROOMS ALLOCATION.—

(b) Each district school board shall adopt a district
digital classrooms plan that meets the unique needs of students,
schools, and personnel and submit the plan for approval to the
Department of Education. In addition, each district school board
must, at a minimum, seek input from the district’s
instructional, curriculum, and information technology staff to
develop the district digital classrooms plan. The district’s
plan must be within the general parameters established in the
Florida digital classrooms plan pursuant to s. 1001.20. In
addition, if the district participates in federal technology
initiatives and grant programs, the district digital classrooms
plan must include a plan for meeting requirements of such
initiatives and grant programs. Funds allocated under this
subsection must be used to support implementation of district

digital classrooms plans. By September Oeteber—31—20H4,—and by
Mareh 1 of each year £hereafter, on a date determined by the

department, each district school board shall submit to the
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department, in a format prescribed by the department, a digital
classrooms plan. At a minimum, such plan must include, and be
annually updated to reflect, the following:

1. Measurable student performance outcomes. Outcomes
related to student performance, including outcomes for students
with disabilities, must be tied to the efforts and strategies to
improve outcomes related to student performance by integrating
technology in classroom teaching and learning. Results of the
outcomes shall be reported at least annually for the current
school year and subsequent 3 years and be accompanied by an
independent evaluation and validation of the reported results.

2. Digital learning and technology infrastructure purchases
and operational activities. Such purchases and activities must
be tied to the measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1.,
including, but not limited to, connectivity, broadband access,
wireless capacity, Internet speed, and data security, all of
which must meet or exceed minimum requirements and protocols
established by the department. For each year that the district
uses funds for infrastructure, a third-party, independent
evaluation of the district’s technology inventory and
infrastructure needs must accompany the district’s plan.

3. Professional development purchases and operational
activities. Such purchases and activities must be tied to the
measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1., including, but not
limited to, using technology in the classroom and improving
digital literacy and competency.

4. Digital tool purchases and operational activities. Such

purchases and activities must be tied to the measurable outcomes

under subparagraph 1., including, but not limited to,
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competency-based credentials that measure and demonstrate
digital competency and certifications; third-party assessments
that demonstrate acquired knowledge and use of digital
applications; and devices that meet or exceed minimum
requirements and protocols established by the department.

5. Online assessment-related purchases and operational
activities. Such purchases and activities must be tied to the
measurable outcomes under subparagraph 1., including, but not
limited to, expanding the capacity to administer assessments and
compatibility with minimum assessment protocols and requirements
established by the department.

(c) The Legislature shall annually provide in the General
Appropriations Act the FEFP allocation for implementation of the
Florida digital classrooms plan to be calculated in an amount up
to 1 percent of the base student allocation multiplied by the
total K-12 full-time equivalent student enrollment included in
the FEFP calculations for the legislative appropriation or as
provided in the General Appropriations Act. Each school district
shall be provided a minimum of $250,000, with the remaining
balance of the allocation to be distributed based on each
district’s proportion of the total K-12 full-time equivalent
student enrollment. Distribution of funds for the Florida
digital classrooms allocation shall begin following submittal of
each district’s digital classrooms plan, which must include
formal verification of the superintendent’s approval of the
digital classrooms plan of each charter school in the district,
and approval of the plan by the department. A charter school

shall submit the school’s digital classrooms plan, in a

streamlined format prescribed by the department, to the
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applicable school district. Prior to the distribution of the

Florida digital classrooms allocation funds, each district
school superintendent shall certify to the Commissioner of
Education that the district school board has approved a
comprehensive district digital classrooms plan that supports the
fidelity of implementation of the Florida digital classrooms
allocation. District allocations shall be recalculated during
the fiscal year consistent with the periodic recalculation of
the FEFP. School districts shall provide a proportionate share
of the digital classrooms allocation to each charter school in
the district, as required for categorical programs in s.
1002.33(17) (b) . A school district may use a competitive process
to distribute funds for the Florida digital classrooms
allocation to the schools within the school district. Beginning

in the 2016-2017 school year, to be eligible to receive Florida

digital classrooms allocation funds, a school district must

undergo retrospective and prospective analyses pursuant to s.

282.0052 and an annual independent verification of its use of

Florida digital classrooms allocation funds pursuant to

paragraph (e).

(d) To facilitate the implementation of the district
digital classrooms plans and charter school digital classrooms
plans, the commissioner shall support statewide, coordinated
partnerships and efforts of this state’s education practitioners
in the field, including, but not limited to, superintendents,
principals, and teachers, to identify and share best practices,
corrective actions, and other identified needs. By August 1,

2016, the commissioner shall implement an online, web-based

portal for school districts and charter schools to submit their
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digital classrooms plan.

(e) Beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, each district school board and charter school shall

report to the department its use of funds provided through the
Florida digital classrooms allocation and student performance
outcomes in accordance with the district’s digital classrooms
plan. The department may contract with an independent third-
party entity to conduct an annual independent verification of
the district’s use of Florida digital classrooms allocation
funds in accordance with the district’s digital classrooms plan.
In the event an independent third-party verification is not
conducted, the Auditor General shall, during scheduled
operational audits of the school districts, verify compliance of
the use of Florida digital classrooms allocation funds in
accordance with the district’s digital classrooms plan. No later
than October 1 of each year, beginning in the 2015-2016 fiscal
year, the commissioner shall provide to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives a summary of each district’s student performance

goals and outcomes, use of fundss+ in support of such student

performance goals and outcomes, and progress toward meeting
statutory requirements and timelines.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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Summary:

PCS/SB 1552 requires the disclosure of financial information to parents regarding costs
associated with the education of their children, expands K-12 public school choice enroliment
options, and modifies charter school requirements and options.

Specifically, the bill:

Requires school district to provide parents with a fiscal transparency notification regarding
the estimated amount of funding associated with the education of his or her child.

Expands the scope of public school choice options available to parents:

o

©)
@)

Authorizes school and classroom choice options beyond school district boundaries,
provided the receiving district or school has not reached capacity and the parent provides
transportation.

Allows a student to transfer to another classroom teacher, in specified circumstances.
Creates options for students to receive customized instruction while receiving health care
services in children’s hospitals.

Specifies charter school requirements and options:

o

o

Modifies charter school requirements related to application processes, contract renewal
and termination, operations, performance and fiscal accountability, student reporting, and
governing board conflict of interest disclosure and reporting.

Authorizes the replication of high performing charter school in the attendance zone of a
school in need of intervention, to meet capacity needs, or to meet district identified
innovative choice options.

Authorizes an entity that successfully operates a system of charter schools to apply to the
State Board of Education for status as a high-performing charter school system.

Creates the Charter School District Pilot Program authorizing the State Board of
Education to enter into a performance contract with district school boards to provide
principals of participating school with increased autonomy and authority.
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o Creates the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation at the Florida State University
to provide technical assistance to charter school applicants and improve charter school
accountability, quality, and innovation.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.

Il. Present Situation:

There is a range of information and school choice options available to parents, from academic
progress information, multiple school choice options, and notifications about and limits to certain
types of teachers that may be assigned a student.! Charter schools are public schools of choice
available to serve the unique needs of students.?

Educational Transparency

Parents of public school students must receive accurate and timely information regarding their
child’s academic progress and must be informed about ways that the parents can help their child
to succeed in school.?

For purposes of exceptional student education (ESE), district school boards must provide
parents, at the initial individual education plan (IEP) team meeting, the amount of state
appropriations that the school district receives for each of the five ESE support levels for a full-
time student.*

Public School Educational Choice Options

Parents of public school students may seek school choice options such as controlled open
enrollment, lab schools, virtual instruction programs, charter schools, charter technical career
centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special programs, auditory-oral education programs,
advanced placement, dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, credit by examination or demonstration of competency, the School for
Deaf and the Blind, the Florida Virtual School, and the public school options for the Opportunity
Scholarship Program and the McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program.®

Controlled Open Enrollment

Controlled open enrollment is a public education delivery system that gives school districts the
option of making student school assignments using a parent’s indicated preferential public school
choice as a significant factor.®

! Section 1002.20(6), F.S.

2 Section 1002.33, F.S.

3 Section 1002.20, F.S.

4 Section 1003.57(1)(j), F.S.

5 Section 1002.20(6), F.S.

6 Section 1002.31(1), F.S.; Implementation of the plan by a district school board is optional. Section 1002.31(2), F.S.
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Each district school board offering the controlled open enrollment must to adopt by rule a
controlled open enrollment plan (plan) and post the plan on the district’s website.” The plan
must:8

e Adhere to federal desegregation requirements.

e Include an application process required to participate in controlled open enrollment that
allows parents to declare school preferences, including placement of siblings within the same
school.

e Provide a lottery procedure to determine student assignment and establish an appeals process
for hardship cases.

e Afford parents of students in multiple session schools preferred access to controlled open
enrollment.

e Maintain socioeconomic, demographic, and racial balance.

e Address the availability of transportation.

Notification and Ability to Change Teachers

Each district school board must adopt and implement a plan to assist teachers who teach out-of-
field and prioritize professional development activities for such teachers.® If a teacher is assigned
a class that is outside the field in which the teacher is certified or has demonstrated sufficient
subject matter expertise, parents of all students in that class must be notified, in writing, of such
assignment.°

Public school students are prohibited from being taught by a classroom teacher who received a
performance evaluation rating of “needs improvement” or “unsatisfactory” if the student was
taught by a classroom teacher that received a performance rating of “needs improvement” or
“unsatisfactory” in the previous school year.'!

Charter Schools

Charter schools are nonsectarian, public schools that operate under a performance contract with a
sponsor, which is typically a school district.1? Charter schools are exempt from many laws and
regulations applicable to traditional public schools to encourage the use of innovative learning
methods.!? One of the guiding principles of charter schools is to “meet high standards of student
achievement while providing parents flexibility to choose among diverse educational
opportunities within the state’s public school system.”** The terms and conditions for the
operation of the school are set forth in a performance contract or “charter.”*®

" Section 1002.31(3), F.S.

8 Section 1002.31(3), F.S.

9 Section 1012.42(1), F.S. The district school board must require the teacher to participate in a certification or staff
development program that is designed to provide the teacher with the necessary competencies to perform assigned duties. Id.
10 Section 1012.42(2), F.S.

11 Section 1012.2315(6), F.S. For elementary school students, this probation applies to any subject, while the prohibition for
middle school and high school students are limited to teachers who receive the performance evaluations in the same subject
area. Id. A parent may provide written consent to exempt extracurricular courses from this prohibition. Id.

12 Section 1002.33(5)(a), (6)(h), (7) and (9)(a), F.S.

13 Section 1002.33(2)(b)3, and (16), F.S.

14 Section 1002.33(2)(a)1, F.S.

15 Section 1002.33(6)(h), F.S.
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Florida law tasks sponsors with authorizing new charter schools and providing continuing

oversight of each charter school in the school district.!® The law establishes several processes

designed to enable the sponsor to perform these roles, including:

e Authority to review and approve or deny charter school applications.’

e Authority to enforce the terms and conditions of the charter agreement.*®

e Annual reporting of student achievement and financial information by each charter school to
the sponsor.*®

e Sponsor monitoring of annual financial audits®® and monthly financial statements submitted
by charter schools in the school district.?

e Interventions for remedying unsatisfactory academic performance and financial instability.

e Authority to close charter schools for academic or financial failure; poor management;
violations of law; or child health, safety, and welfare violations.?

22

The law establishes an application process for establishing a new charter school.?* An applicant
must submit a charter school application to the sponsor.> The sponsor must review and approve
or deny the application.?® The law requires sponsors and applicants to use a standard charter
school application and application evaluation instrument.?” The standard application is designed
to enable the sponsor to evaluate the applicant’s educational plan, organizational plan, financial
viability, and business plan.?®

Charter school sponsors evaluate a variety of factors when considering an application to open a

charter school. ?° The standard application requires the applicant to:*

e List each proposed member of the charter school’s governing board and his or her
background and qualifications.

e Indicate if the governing board will contract with a management company, summarize the
company’s history operating charter schools, and list other charter schools managed by the
company and student achievement and financial performance data of such schools.

Among other oversight processes, charter schools must submit monthly financial statements for
review by the sponsor.3! If a financial statement reveals a deteriorating financial condition, the

16 Section 1002.33(6), F.S.

17 Section 1002.33(6), F.S.

18 Section 1002.33(6)(h) and (7), F.S.

19 section 1002.33(9)(k), F.S.

20 Sections 218.39(1)(e) and (f), 1002.33(9)(j)1. and 2., F.S.

21 Section 1002.33(9)(g), F.S.

22 Section 1002.33(9)(n), F.S.

23 Section 1002.33(8), F.S.

24 Section 1002.33(6)(a), F.S.

% d.

% |d.

27 d.

2 d.

2 Section 1002.33(6)(a), (7), (8), (9), F.S.

0.

31 Sections 1002.33(9)(g)3, and 1002.345(1)(b)-(f), F.S.; rule 6A-10081, F.A.C. A high-performing charter school may
submit quarterly rather than monthly financial statements. Section 1002.331(2)(c), F.S.
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sponsor and charter school governing board must develop a corrective action plan.®> The sponsor
may choose to terminate or not renew the charter school’s charter if financial deficiencies noted
in the corrective action plan are not corrected within one year or if the school exhibits one or
more financial emergency conditions for two consecutive years.>?

High-Performing Charter Schools

A charter school is a high-performing charter school if it:34

e Received at least two school grades of “A” and no school grade below “B,” during each of
the previous 3 school years.

e Received an unqualified opinion on each annual financial audit in the most recent 3 fiscal
years for which such audits are available.

e Did not receive a financial audit that revealed one or more of the financial emergency
conditions in the most recent 3 fiscal years for which such audits are available. However, this
requirement is deemed met for a charter school-in-the-workplace if there is a finding in an
audit that the school has the monetary resources available to cover any reported deficiency or
that the deficiency does not result in a deteriorating financial condition.

A high-performing charter school is authorized to:*®

e Increase its student enrollment once per school year to more than the capacity identified in
the charter, but student enrollment may not exceed the current facility capacity.

e Expand grade levels within kindergarten through grade 12 to add grade levels not already
served if any annual enrollment increase resulting from grade level expansion is within the
limit established its contract.

e Submit a quarterly, rather than a monthly, financial statement to the sponsor.

e Consolidate under a single charter the charters of multiple high-performing charter schools
operated in the same school district by the charter schools’ governing board regardless of the
renewal cycle.

e Receive a modification of its charter to a term of 15 years or a 15-year charter renewal. The
charter may be modified or renewed for a shorter term at the option of the high-performing
charter school.

A virtual charter school is not eligible for designation as a high-performing charter school, nor
may a high-performing charter school be replicated as a virtual charter school .

High Performing Charter School Systems
A high-performing charter school system means an entity®’ that:®

32 d.

33 Section 1002.345(5), F.S.

34 Section 1002.331(1), F.S.

% Section 1002.331(2), F.S.

3 Sections 1002.331(1)(c) and (6), F.S.

37 Entity means a municipality or other public entity that is authorized by law to operate a charter school; a private, nonprofit
corporation with tax-exempt status under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; or a private, for-profit education
management corporation. Section 1002.332(1)(a), F.S.

38 Section 1002.332(1)(b), F.S.
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e Operated at least three high-performing charter schools in the state during each of the
previous 3 school years.

e Operated a system of charter schools in which at least 50 percent of the charter schools were
high-performing charter schools pursuant to s 1002.331 and no charter school earned a
school grade of “D” or “F” in any of the previous 3 school years, regardless of whether the
entity currently operates the charter school.®

e Did not receive a financial audit that revealed one or more emergency conditions set forth in
s. 218.503(1) for any charter school assumed or established by the entity in the most recent 3
fiscal years for which such audits are available.*

A high performing charter school system may replicate its high-performing charter schools
pursuant to s. 1002.331(3), F.S.#

Effect of Proposed Changes:

PCS/SB 1552 requires the disclosure of financial information to parents regarding costs
associated with the education of their children, expands K-12 public school choice enroliment
options, and modifies charter school requirements and options.

Educational Transparency

The bill requires a school district to provide a fiscal transparency notification to parents of the
estimated amount of funding allocated to a student similar to their child, based upon grade level
and level of support. This notification may be included in the student handbook or similar
publication.

Public School Educational Choice Options

The bill establishes a public school parental choice policy that authorizes a parent to choose to
enroll his or her child in and transport his or her child to any public school that has not reached
capacity, including charter schools, in the school district or state. The application process will
assign the students on a first-come, first-served basis based on the date and time complete
applications are received by the school district.

The bill defines capacity to mean a school in which the capital outlay full-time equivalent (FTE)
enrollment exceeds 95 percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its nonrelocatable
facilities. If a school’s initial design incorporated relocatable or modular instructional space, the
term “capacity” must mean a school in which the capital outlay FTE enrollment exceeds 95
percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its core facilities.

The bill requires each district school board to establish a transfer process for a parent to request
his or child be transferred to another classroom teacher, if the receiving teacher has unfilled

39 Limited exceptions exist, such as if the entity assumed operating a charter school with a school grade of “F.” Section
1002.332(1)(b).

40 Section 218.503(1), F.S., relates to a determination of a financial emergency for charter schools, among other entities.
41 Section 1002.332(2)(b), F.S.
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classroom capacity. An explanation of the transfer process must be made available in the student
handbook or a similar publication.

The bill allows a parent that receives notification that his or her student is taught by an out of
field classroom teacher, may request that the child be transferred to another classroom teacher.
The school district must grant the request, if an in-field teacher has available space.

Students Receiving Hospitalized Program Services

The bill enables customized instruction for students receiving hospitalized program services in
children’s hospitals. The bill allows for students receiving hospitalized program services to meet
the following criteria, including but not limited to:

e Public school student in Pre-K — 12 grade who is deemed eligible for hospitalized program
services who is considered a student with a disability.

e Follow the IEP requirements, but upon request of the student’s parent, the IEP may be
modified to accommodate the student’s use of hospitalized program services in a children’s
hospital.

e Modified IEP to reduce the course load to core courses.*?

e Student may be excused or exempted from physical education classes or instruction based on
the IEP or orders from the student’s medical doctor.

e Student’s IEP may allow the student to receive instruction beyond the normal school hours,
school day, or school year of the school district.

e Student admitted to a children’s hospital for hospitalized program services must continue to
receive education instruction.

e Be provided with a certified teacher or partner with the Florida Virtual School.

e Provide adequate educational space for the student.

Charter Schools

The bill modifies charter school requirements related to application processes, contract renewal
and termination, operations, performance and fiscal accountability, student reporting, and
governing board conflict of interest disclosure and reporting, high performing charter school
replication. The bill creates a Charter School District Pilot Program, and the Florida Institute for
Charter School Innovation at the Florida State University.

Charter School Applications and Contracts

The bill modifies charter school accountability provisions to require:

e Each charter school to disclose in the application the name of each applicant, governing
board member, and proposed management company, if any; the name and sponsor of any
charter school currently or previously operated by such parties; and the academic and
financial history of such charter schools.

e A sponsor to consider the past history in deciding to approve or deny the application.

e A charter school governing board to be independent of any management company.

42 Section 1002.20(19)(a), F.S.
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e A charter school to submit monthly financial statements for the first year of operation and
include a full accounting of the costs of operation and sources of income that will enable the
sponsor to begin monitoring the school’s financial health earlier in time.

e A charter school to prepare and submit a plan with the specific actions the school will take if
the school’s financial statement indicates that the school is not financially viable.

e Background screening®® for a person, or an officer of an entity who submits a charter school
application. A person may not receive approval of a charter application until the person’s
screening is completed and the results have been submitted to the sponsor.

e A charter school to have a certificate of occupancy or a temporary certificate of occupancy
for such a facility no later than 30 calendar days before the first day of school.

e A sponsor to automatically renew a high-performing charter contract for the same terms and
length of the current term if the charter school governing board and sponsor have not
executed the renewal before the term of the charter agreement is scheduled to expire.

e The charter school’s reading curriculum in the charter contract to eligible to receive the
reading allocation.

Charter Termination or Nonrenewal

The bill clarifies the causes for nonrenewal or termination can also include when a charter school
is closed voluntarily by the operator. Specifically, the bill requires the governing board of a
charter school that closes voluntarily to notify the sponsor and DOE in writing within 7 calendar
days of its decision to cease operations. The notice must state the reasons for the closure and
acknowledge that the governing board agrees to follow the procedures for dissolution and the
reversion of public funds specified in law.

Charter School Operations

The bill allows charter schools to have double-sessions if providing the equivalent of 810 hours
and if contained in the charter contract that is approved by the district school board. The bill
updates the capital outlay eligibility prohibition of the charter school’s annual audit identifying a
statutorily defined financial emergency, rather than utilizing an undefined term of financial
stability.

Charter School Performance Accountability

The bill delays a charter school’s termination if the school earns two consecutive grades of “F”
until all school grade appeals are final, unless an exception applies. The sponsor must notify in
writing the charter school’s governing board, the charter school principal, and the department
when a charter is terminated. The bill specifies that procedures regarding reversion of public
funds and property purchased with public funds apply to “double F”’ terminations, as well as,
voluntary closures.

Student Reporting

The bill aligns charter school and district reporting requirements regarding student suspensions
and withdrawals, including the involuntary withdrawal of a student.

43 A background check similar to an instructional or noninstructional personnel hired or contracted to fill positions. Section
1012.32, F.S.
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Charter School Governing Board Independence

The bill establishes that an individual may not serve as a member of a governing board of a
charter school or charter school cooperative organization if he or she or an immediate family
member receives a pension or any compensation from the charter school, or if the individual’s
partner is an owner or principal with an entity or independent contractor with whom the charter
school does business with or contracts, for professional services, goods, or facilities. Members of
the governing board of a charter school may not be appointed, removed, or replaced by an entity
or component unit of an entity, which the charter school has entered into any contract.

High Performing Charter Schools

The bill removes the restriction on replication of high performing charter schools in the
attendance zone of a school in need of intervention or to meet district identified innovative
choice options.

High Performing Charter School Systems

The bill allows an entity that successfully operates a system of charter schools outside the state to
apply to the State Board of Education (SBE) for status as a high-performing charter school
system. The bill required the SBE to adopt rules prescribing a process for determining whether
an entity meets applicable requirements. The SBE, to the extent practicable, must develop a
rubric for the approval of such entities which aligns with the priorities of the federal Charter
Schools Program Grants for Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools. For the
first three years of operation, each charter school established by such an entity shall receive a
reduction in administrative fees as authorized under s. 1002.33(20)(a)3., F.S.*

Charter School District Pilot Program

The bill creates a program within the Department of Education to provide the principal of a
participating school with increased autonomy and authority to operate his or her school in a way
that produces significant improvements in student achievement and school management while
complying with constitutional requirements. The State Board of Education may, upon approval
of a charter proposal, enter into a performance contract with up to six district school boards to
establish such districts as charter school districts.

Professional Development

The principal at each school must complete the professional development offered through the
William Cecil Golden Professional Development Program for School Leaders.* This training
must be completed before a school may participate in the Charter School District Pilot Program.

4 A school district is allowed to withhold a total administrative fee of up to 2 percent for enrollment up to and include 250
students per school for high-performing charter schools. Section 1002.20(a)3., F.S.
4 Section 1013.21, F.S.
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Terms of Charter and Reporting

The state board authorizes a charter school district’s charter for a period of 3 years commencing
with the award of the charter and may be renewed upon action of the state board. The charter
school district must submit an annual report to the state board and the state board will annually
report on the implementation of the Charter School District Pilot Program. After completion of
the program’s first 3-year term, the Commissioner of Education will submit to the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, by December 1, a full evaluation of
the effectiveness of the program.

Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation

The bill establishes the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation at Florida State University

in order to:

e Advance charter school accountability, quality, and innovation;

e Provide support and technical assistance to charter school applicants;

e Connect aspiring teachers to opportunities to experience teaching in schools of choice; and

e To conduct research and develop and promote best practices for charter school authorization,
financing, management, operations, and instructional practices.

The institute is responsible for providing technical assistance and support to charter school
applicants with innovative charter school concepts. In effect, an applicant would be supported by
the institute by acquiring the financial and operational knowledge and skills needed to operate a
charter school.

The bill requires the President of Florida State University to appoint a director for the institute to
be responsible for the management, development, and executing of the Institute’s mission. The
institute must submit a written report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Among other things, the report must include research
findings, expenditures of state funds, and recommendations for improving the institute’s ability
to fulfill its mission and changes to statewide charter school policy. The bill requires the institute
to provide an annual financial audit conducted by an independent certified public accountant to
the Auditor General, the Board of Governors of the State University System, and the State Board
of Education.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.

Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.
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C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Fiscal Impact Statement:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI.  Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.20, 1002.31,
1002.33, 1002.451, 1006.15, 1011.61, 1011.69, 1012.28, 1012.42, 1012.986, and 1013.62.

The bill creates the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1003.3101, 1003.5711,
1004.6491, and 1011.6202.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/18/2015
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Gaetz) recommended the
following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 227 - 234
and insert:

(g) Define the term “capacity” as determined by the school

district. When determining the capacity of each school in the

district, the school district shall incorporate the

specifications, plans, elements, and commitments contained in

the school district educational facilities plan and the long-

term work programs required under s. 1013.35 in its
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determination.

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 19 - 21
and insert:

come, first-served basis; requiring that the public

school parental choice plan define the term

“capacity”; authorizing a parent to
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Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/18/2015
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Benacquisto) recommended

the following:

Senate Amendment

Delete lines 1394 - 1395

and insert:

when combined, comprising not less than the equivalent of 810

net hours per student per school year and using instructional

calendars that may extend beyond
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Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/18/2015
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Benacquisto) recommended

the following:

Senate Amendment

Delete lines 1712 - 1715

and insert:

is currently enrolled. If space is available in a classroom

taught by an in-field teacher, the school district shall grant

the parent’s request and transfer the student to the in-field

classroom teacher within a reasonable period of time, not to

exceed 2 weeks. An explanation of the transfer
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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Education Pre-
K - 12
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to student choice; amending s.
1002.20, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made
by the act; providing the right of a parent to know
the average amount of money expended for the education
of his or her child; requiring the Department of
Education to provide each school district with such
information and requiring the school districts to
provide notification to parents; authorizing the
information to be published in the student handbook or
a similar publication; amending s. 1002.31, F.S.;
deleting the definition of the term “controlled open
enrollment” and deleting provisions relating to
controlled open enrollment; requiring each district
school board to establish a public school parental
choice policy that allows students to attend any
public school that has not reached capacity in their
district; requiring assignments to be made on a first-
come, first-served basis; defining the term “capacity”
for the purposes of a district school board public
school parental choice plan; authorizing a parent to
enroll his or her child in any public school that has
not reached capacity in the state; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; revising required contents of charter
school applications; requiring a charter school to
submit quarterly financial statements for the first

year of operation with specified information included;

Page 1 of 62
3/17/2015 3:23:41 PM

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

Florida Senate - 2015 PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

Bill No. SB 1552

{1
581-02428-15

requiring a charter school to submit a plan to become
financially viable under certain circumstances;
conforming provisions regarding the appeal process for
denial of a high-performing charter school
application; specifying that the reading curriculum
and instructional strategies in a charter school’s
charter satisfy the research-based reading plan
requirement and that charter schools are eligible for
the research-based reading allocation; requiring a
person or officer of an entity who submits a charter
school application to undergo background screening;
prohibiting a sponsor from approving a charter school
application until completion, receipt, and review of
the results of such screening; requiring a charter to
document that the governing board is independent of a
management company or cooperative; revising charter
provisions relating to long-term charters; revising
the deadline by which a charter school must have a
certificate of occupancy or temporary certificate of
occupancy; revising conditions for nonrenewal or
termination of a charter; requiring the sponsor to
review monthly financial statements; requiring the
sponsor to notify specified parties of a charter’s
termination under certain circumstances; requiring a
charter school’s governing board to appoint a
representative to provide information and assistance
to parents; requiring the governing board to hold a
certain number of meetings that are noticed, open, and

accessible to the public per school year; requiring a
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charter school with space available to be open to any
student in the state; revising requirements for the
funding of charter schools; prohibiting the district
school board from delaying payment to a charter school
under specified circumstances; requiring the
Department of Education to include a standard
application form when providing information to the
public on how to form, operate, and enroll in a
charter school; prohibiting an employee of a
management company or cooperative from being a member
of a charter school governing board; prohibiting
specified conflicts of interests on the part of
members of the governing board of a charter school or
charter school cooperative organization; amending s.
1002.331, F.S.; providing an exception to the
prohibition on a high-performing charter school
establishing more than one charter school in this
state under specified circumstances; conforming
provisions and a cross-reference to changes made by
the act; amending s. 1002.332, F.S.; authorizing
certain out-of-state entities to apply for designation
as a high-performing charter school system; requiring
the State Board of Education to adopt by rule
eligibility criteria for such designation; requiring
that charter schools established by such entities
receive a reduction in certain administrative fees;
amending s. 1002.451, F.S.; conforming a provision to
changes made by the act; creating s. 1003.3101, F.S.;

requiring each district school board to establish a
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classroom teacher transfer process for parents,
approve or deny a request within a certain timeframe,
and post an explanation of the transfer process in the
student handbook or a similar publication; creating s.
1003.5711, F.S.; providing that certain students who
are deemed eligible for hospitalized program services
are considered students with a disability; authorizing
an individual education plan to be modified to
accommodate such services; requiring the student to
continue to receive educational instruction; requiring
a school district to provide the student with a
certified teacher or to partner with the Florida
Virtual School for instructional services under
certain circumstances; requiring the department to
transfer funds for the student; requiring a children’s
hospital to provide adequate educational space for
each student; requiring the hospital and school
district to enter in an agreement; creating s.
1004.6491, F.S.; establishing the Florida Institute
for Charter School Innovation; specifying requirements
for the institute; requiring an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature; requiring a report on
the institute’s annual financial audit to the Auditor
General, the Board of Governors of the State
University System, and the State Board of Education;
amending s. 1006.15, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1011.61, F.S.;
revising the definition of the term “full-time

student” for the purposes of the Florida Education
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Finance Program; creating s. 1011.6202, F.S.; creating
the Charter School District Pilot Program; providing a
procedure for a school district to participate in the
pilot program; providing requirements for
participating school districts and schools; exempting
participating school districts from certain laws and
rules; providing that charter school districts must
comply with certain laws and rules; requiring
principals of participating schools to complete a
specific professional development program; providing
the authorization period of a charter; providing for
renewal and revocation of a charter; providing for
reporting and rulemaking; amending s. 1011.69, F.S.;
requiring district school boards participating in the
pilot program to allocate a specified percentage of
certain funds to participating schools; amending s.
1012.28, F.S.; providing additional authority and
responsibilities of the principal of a participating
school in a charter school district; amending s.
1012.42, F.S.; authorizing a parent who receives
notification that a teacher is teaching outside his or
her field to request that his or her child be
transferred to another classroom teacher within the
school and grade in which the child is currently
enrolled; amending s. 1012.986, F.S.; specifying the
contents of a specific professional development
program for certain school principals; amending s.
1013.62, F.S.; revising eligibility requirements for

charter school capital outlay funding; specifying
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applicability of certain reporting requirements to
charter schools and public schools; providing an

effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (25) is
added to that section, to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(6) EDUCATIONAL CHOICE.—

(a) Public school choices.—Parents of public school
students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
applicable and available to students in their school districts.

These options may include public school parental choice

rEreolled—open—enrotiment, single-gender programs, lab schools,
virtual instruction programs, charter schools, charter technical
career centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special
programs, auditory-oral education programs, advanced placement,
dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate, International
General Certificate of Secondary Education (pre-AICE), Advanced

International Certificate of Education, CAPE digital tools, CAPE

industry certifications, collegiate high school programs, early

admissions, credit by examination or demonstration of
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competency, the New World School of the Arts, the Florida School
for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida Virtual School.
These options may also include the public school choice options
of the Opportunity Scholarship Program and the McKay
Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program.

(25) FISCAL TRANSPARENCY.—A parent has the right to know

the average amount of money estimated to be expended from all

sources, state, local, and federal, for the education of his or

her child, including operating and capital outlay expenses. The

department shall annually provide each district the estimated

amount of funding allocated for a student in the district by

grade level and level of support. Each district must notify

parents of the estimated amount of funding allocated for a

student similar to their child, based upon grade level and level

of support. The fiscal transparency notification may be included

in the student handbook or a similar publication.

Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section

1002.31, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.31 cenmtrelledeopen—enredtliment; Public school parental
choice.—

1) A +1 3 A 4 11ad 11 e

H—As—used—in—thi tiony atrolled—open—enrollment
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(1)+42)» Each district school board shall establish a public

school parental choice policy that authorizes a parent to choose

to enroll his or her child in and transport his or her child to

any public school that has not reached capacity, including

charter schools, in the district. This policy mayeffer
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addition to the existing choice programs, such as virtual
instruction programs, magnet schools, alternative schools,

special programs, CAPE digital tools, CAPE industry

certifications, advanced placement, collegiate high school

programs, and dual enrollment.

(2) 43> Each district school board effering strotled—open
enretiment shall adopt by rule and post on its website a public

school parental choice rErolted—open—enroliment plan which

must:
(a) Adhere to federal desegregation requirements.

(b) Include an application process required to participate

in public school parental choice atrolledopen—enreoliment that

allows parents to declare school preferences, including
placement of siblings within the same school.

(c) Assign students on a first-come, first-served basis

based upon the date and time complete applications are received

by the school district Previde—a teotteryp¥r dure—to—determin
o + 3 + a LN SN | 1 £ W deh o
meent s tarsment e sabish e —eepeats—pr for—hardebs

eases.
(d) Afford parents of students in multiple session schools
preferred access % ntrolled open—enroliment.
(e) Maintain socioeconomic, demographic, and racial
balance.

(f) Address the availability of transportation.

(g) Define the term “capacity” as a school in which the

capital outlay FTE enrollment exceeds 95 percent of the space

and occupant design capacity of its nonrelocatable facilities.

However, if a school’s initial design incorporated relocatable
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or modular instructional space, the term “capacity” shall mean a

school in which the capital outlay FTE enrollment exceeds 95

percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its core

facilities.

(3) A parent may choose to enroll his or her child in and

transport his or her child to any public school that has not

reached capacity, including charter schools, in any school

district in the state. The school district shall accept the

student and report the student for purposes of the district’s

funding pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program.

Section 3. Paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subsection (6),
paragraphs (a), (b), and (d) of subsection (7), paragraphs (e),
(f), and (g) of subsection (8), paragraphs (g), (n), and (p) of
subsection (9), paragraph (a) of subsection (10), paragraphs (b)
and (e) of subsection (17), subsection (21), and paragraph (c)
of subsection (26) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
amended, paragraphs (h) and (i) are added to subsection (8) of
that section, a new subsection (27) is added to that section,
and present subsections (27) and (28) are redesignated as
subsections (28) and (29), respectively, to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(6) APPLICATION PROCESS AND REVIEW.—Charter school
applications are subject to the following requirements:

(a) A person or entity wishing to open a charter school
shall prepare and submit an application on a model application
form prepared by the Department of Education which:

1. Demonstrates how the school will use the guiding
principles and meet the statutorily defined purpose of a charter

school.
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2. Provides a detailed curriculum plan that illustrates how
students will be provided services to attain the Sunshine State
Standards.

3. Contains goals and objectives for improving student
learning and measuring that improvement. These goals and
objectives must indicate how much academic improvement students
are expected to show each year, how success will be evaluated,
and the specific results to be attained through instruction.

4. Describes the reading curriculum and differentiated
strategies that will be used for students reading at grade level
or higher and a separate curriculum and strategies for students
who are reading below grade level. A sponsor shall deny an
application a—eharter if the school does not propose a reading
curriculum that is consistent with effective teaching strategies
that are grounded in scientifically based reading research, but

the sponsor may not require the school to implement any

curriculum adopted by the school district.

5. Contains an annual financial plan for each year
requested by the charter for operation of the school for up to 5
years. This plan must contain anticipated fund balances based on
revenue projections, a spending plan based on projected revenues
and expenses, and a description of controls that will safeguard
finances and projected enrollment trends.

6. Discloses the name of each applicant, governing board

member, and proposed management company or cooperative, if any;

the name and sponsor of any charter school currently operated or

previously operated by such parties; and the academic and

financial history of such charter schools, which the sponsor

shall consider in deciding to approve or deny the application.
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7. Documents that the governing board is independent of any

management company or cooperative and may, at its sole

discretion, terminate a contract with the management company or

cooperative at any time.

8.6+ Contains additional information a sponsor may require,
which shall be attached as an addendum to the charter school
application described in this paragraph.

9.79= For the establishment of a virtual charter school,
documents that the applicant has contracted with a provider of
virtual instruction services pursuant to s. 1002.45(1) (d).

(b) A sponsor shall receive and review all applications for
a charter school using an evaluation instrument developed by the
Department of Education. A sponsor shall receive and consider
charter school applications received on or before August 1 of
each calendar year for charter schools to be opened at the
beginning of the school district’s next school year, or to be
opened at a time agreed to by the applicant and the sponsor. A
sponsor may not refuse to receive a charter school application
submitted before August 1 and may receive an application
submitted later than August 1 if it chooses. In order to
facilitate greater collaboration in the application process, an
applicant may submit a draft charter school application on or
before May 1 with an application fee of $500. If a draft
application is timely submitted, the sponsor shall review and
provide feedback as to material deficiencies in the application
by July 1. The applicant shall then have until August 1 to
resubmit a revised and final application. The sponsor may

approve the draft application. Except as provided for a draft

application, a sponsor may not charge an applicant for a charter
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any fee for the processing or consideration of an application,
and a sponsor may not base its consideration or approval of a
final application upon the promise of future payment of any
kind. Before approving or denying any final application, the
sponsor shall allow the applicant, upon receipt of written
notification, at least 7 calendar days to make technical or
nonsubstantive corrections and clarifications, including, but
not limited to, corrections of grammatical, typographical, and
like errors or missing signatures, if such errors are identified
by the sponsor as cause to deny the final application.

1. In order to facilitate an accurate budget projection
process, a sponsor shall be held harmless for FTE students who
are not included in the FTE projection due to approval of
charter school applications after the FTE projection deadline.
In a further effort to facilitate an accurate budget projection,
within 15 calendar days after receipt of a charter school
application, a sponsor shall report to the Department of
Education the name of the applicant entity, the proposed charter
school location, and its projected FTE.

2. In order to ensure fiscal responsibility, an application
for a charter school shall include a full accounting of expected
assets, a projection of expected sources and amounts of income,
including income derived from projected student enrollments and
from community support, and an expense projection that includes
full accounting of the costs of operation, including start-up

costs. To ensure continued financial responsibility, a charter

school shall submit quarterly financial statements for the first

year of operation which include a full accounting of the costs

of operation and sources of income. If a school’s financial
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statement indicates that the school is not financially viable,

the school must also prepare and submit a plan that describes

specific actions the school will take to become viable.

3.a. A sponsor shall by a majority vote approve or deny an
application no later than 60 calendar days after the application
is received, unless the sponsor and the applicant mutually agree
in writing to temporarily postpone the vote to a specific date,
at which time the sponsor shall by a majority vote approve or
deny the application. If the sponsor fails to act on the
application, an applicant may appeal to the State Board of
Education as provided in paragraph (c). If an application is
denied, the sponsor shall, within 10 calendar days after such
denial, articulate in writing the specific reasons, based upon
good cause, supporting its denial of the charter application and
shall provide the letter of denial and supporting documentation
to the applicant and to the Department of Education.

b. An application submitted by a high-performing charter
school identified pursuant to s. 1002.331 may be denied by the
sponsor only if the sponsor demonstrates by clear and convincing
evidence that:

(I) The application does not materially comply with the
requirements in paragraph (a);

(IT) The charter school proposed in the application does
not materially comply with the requirements in paragraphs
(9) (a) - (£);

(ITI) The proposed charter school’s educational program
does not substantially replicate that of the applicant or one of
the applicant’s high-performing charter schools;

(IV) The applicant has made a material misrepresentation or
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false statement or concealed an essential or material fact
during the application process; or

(V) The proposed charter school’s educational program and
financial management practices do not materially comply with the

requirements of this section.

Material noncompliance is a failure to follow requirements or a
violation of prohibitions applicable to charter school
applications, which failure is quantitatively or qualitatively
significant either individually or when aggregated with other
noncompliance. An applicant is considered to be replicating a
high-performing charter school if the proposed school is
substantially similar to at least one of the applicant’s high-
performing charter schools and the organization or individuals
involved in the establishment and operation of the proposed
school are significantly involved in the operation of replicated
schools.

c. If the sponsor denies an application submitted by a
high-performing charter school, the sponsor must, within 10
calendar days after such denial, state in writing the specific
reasons, based upon the criteria in sub-subparagraph b.,
supporting its denial of the application and must provide the
letter of denial and supporting documentation to the applicant
and to the Department of Education. The applicant may appeal the
sponsor’s denial of the application dixeetdy to the State Board

of Education pursuant to paragraph (c) and must provide the

sponsor with a copy of the appeal sub-subparagraph—te)3-b.

4. For budget projection purposes, the sponsor shall report

to the Department of Education the approval or denial of a
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charter application within 10 calendar days after such approval
or denial. In the event of approval, the report to the
Department of Education shall include the final projected FTE
for the approved charter school.

5. Upon approval of a charter application, the initial
startup shall commence with the beginning of the public school
calendar for the district in which the charter is granted unless
the sponsor allows a waiver of this subparagraph for good cause.

6. A person, or an officer of an entity, who submits an

application pursuant to this subsection must undergo background

screening in the same manner as instructional and

noninstructional personnel hired or contracted to fill positions

in a charter school or as members of the governing board of a

charter school undergo background screening under s. 1012.32.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, a person

may not receive approval of a charter application until the

person’s screening is completed and the results have been

submitted to, and reviewed by, the sponsor.

(c)l. An applicant may appeal any denial of that
applicant’s application or failure to act on an application to
the State Board of Education within mse—3ater—+than 30 calendar
days after receipt of the sponsor’s decision or failure to act
and shall notify the sponsor of its appeal. Any response of the
sponsor shall be submitted to the State Board of Education
within 30 calendar days after notification of the appeal. Upon
receipt of notification from the State Board of Education that a
charter school applicant is filing an appeal, the Commissioner
of Education shall convene a meeting of the Charter School

Appeal Commission to study and make recommendations to the State
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Board of Education regarding its pending decision about the
appeal. The commission shall forward its recommendation to the
state board at least 7 calendar days before the date on which
the appeal is to be heard. An appeal regarding the denial of an
application submitted by a high-performing charter school
pursuant to s. 1002.331 shall be conducted by the State Board of
Education in accordance with this paragraph, except that the
commission shall not convene to make recommendations regarding
the appeal. However, the Commissioner of Education shall review
the appeal and make a recommendation to the state board.

2. The Charter School Appeal Commission or, in the case of
an appeal regarding an application submitted by a high-
performing charter school, the State Board of Education may
reject an appeal submission for failure to comply with
procedural rules governing the appeals process. The rejection
shall describe the submission errors. The appellant shall have
15 calendar days after notice of rejection in which to resubmit
an appeal that meets the requirements set forth in State Board
of Education rule. An appeal submitted subsequent to such
rejection is considered timely if the original appeal was filed
within 30 calendar days after receipt of notice of the specific
reasons for the sponsor’s denial of the ekerter application.

3.a. The State Board of Education shall by majority vote
accept or reject the decision of the sponsor no later than 90
calendar days after an appeal is filed in accordance with State
Board of Education rule. The State Board of Education shall
remand the application to the sponsor with its written decision
that the sponsor approve or deny the application. The sponsor

shall implement the decision of the State Board of Education.
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The decision of the State Board of Education is not subject to
the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 120.
b. If an appeal concerns an application submitted by a

high-performing charter school identified pursuant to s.
1002.331, the State Board of Education shall determine whether

the sponsor’s denial of the application complies with the

requirements in sub-subparagraph (b)3.b. spernser—ha Bowa—E
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The State Board of Education shall approve or reject the
sponsor’s denial of an application no later than 90 calendar
days after an appeal is filed in accordance with State Board of
Education rule. The State Board of Education shall remand the
application to the sponsor with its written decision that the

sponsor approve or deny the application. The sponsor shall
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implement the decision of the State Board of Education. The
decision of the State Board of Education is not subject to the
Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 120.

(7) CHARTER.—The major issues involving the operation of a
charter school shall be considered in advance and written into
the charter. The charter shall be signed by the governing board
of the charter school and the sponsor, following a public
hearing to ensure community input.

(a) The charter shall address and criteria for approval of
the charter shall be based on:

1. The school’s mission, the students to be served, and the
ages and grades to be included.

2. The focus of the curriculum, the instructional methods
to be used, any distinctive instructional techniques to be
employed, and identification and acquisition of appropriate
technologies needed to improve educational and administrative
performance which include a means for promoting safe, ethical,
and appropriate uses of technology which comply with legal and
professional standards.

a. The charter shall ensure that reading is a primary focus
of the curriculum and that resources are provided to identify
and provide specialized instruction for students who are reading
below grade level. The curriculum and instructional strategies
for reading must be consistent with the Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards and grounded in scientifically based reading

research. For purposes of determining eligibility for the

research-based reading instruction allocation, the reading

curriculum and instructional strategies specified in the charter

satisfy the research-based reading plan requirement under s.
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b. In order to provide students with access to diverse
instructional delivery models, to facilitate the integration of
technology within traditional classroom instruction, and to
provide students with the skills they need to compete in the
21st century economy, the Legislature encourages instructional
methods for blended learning courses consisting of both
traditional classroom and online instructional techniques.
Charter schools may implement blended learning courses which
combine traditional classroom instruction and virtual
instruction. Students in a blended learning course must be full-
time students of the charter school and receive the online
instruction in a classroom setting at the charter school.
Instructional personnel certified pursuant to s. 1012.55 who
provide virtual instruction for blended learning courses may be
employees of the charter school or may be under contract to
provide instructional services to charter school students. At a
minimum, such instructional personnel must hold an active state
or school district adjunct certification under s. 1012.57 for
the subject area of the blended learning course. The funding and
performance accountability requirements for blended learning
courses are the same as those for traditional courses.

3. The current incoming baseline standard of student
academic achievement, the outcomes to be achieved, and the
method of measurement that will be used. The criteria listed in
this subparagraph shall include a detailed description of:

a. How the baseline student academic achievement levels and
prior rates of academic progress will be established.

b. How these baseline rates will be compared to rates of

Page 19 of 62
3/17/2015 3:23:41 PM

550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
5717
578

Florida Senate - 2015
Bill No. SB 1552

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

{1
581-02428-15

academic progress achieved by these same students while
attending the charter school.

c. To the extent possible, how these rates of progress will
be evaluated and compared with rates of progress of other

closely comparable student populations.

The district school board is required to provide academic
student performance data to charter schools for each of their
students coming from the district school system, as well as
rates of academic progress of comparable student populations in
the district school system.

4. The methods used to identify the educational strengths
and needs of students and how well educational goals and
performance standards are met by students attending the charter
school. The methods shall provide a means for the charter school
to ensure accountability to its constituents by analyzing
student performance data and by evaluating the effectiveness and
efficiency of its major educational programs. Students in
charter schools shall, at a minimum, participate in the
statewide assessment program created under s. 1008.22.

5. In secondary charter schools, a method for determining
that a student has satisfied the requirements for graduation in
s. 1002.3105(5), s. 1003.4281, or s. 1003.4282.

6. A method for resolving conflicts between the governing
board of the charter school and the sponsor.

7. The admissions procedures and dismissal procedures,
including the school’s code of student conduct.

8. The ways by which the school will achieve a

racial/ethnic balance reflective of the community it serves or
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within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
same school district.

9. The financial and administrative management of the
school, including a reasonable demonstration of the professional
experience or competence of those individuals or organizations
applying to operate the charter school or those hired or
retained to perform such professional services and the
description of clearly delineated responsibilities and the
policies and practices needed to effectively manage the charter
school. A description of internal audit procedures and
establishment of controls to ensure that financial resources are
properly managed must be included. Both public sector and
private sector professional experience shall be equally valid in

such a consideration. The charter must document that the

governing board is independent of any management company or

cooperative and may, at its sole discretion, terminate the

contract with the management company or cooperative at any time.

10. The asset and liability projections required in the
application which are incorporated into the charter and shall be
compared with information provided in the annual report of the
charter school.

11. A description of procedures that identify various risks
and provide for a comprehensive approach to reduce the impact of
losses; plans to ensure the safety and security of students and
staff; plans to identify, minimize, and protect others from
violent or disruptive student behavior; and the manner in which
the school will be insured, including whether or not the school
will be required to have liability insurance, and, if so, the

terms and conditions thereof and the amounts of coverage.
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12. The term of the charter which shall provide for
cancellation of the charter if insufficient progress has been
made in attaining the student achievement objectives of the
charter and if it is not likely that such objectives can be
achieved before expiration of the charter. The initial term of
the & charter is either shaldi—lbe—feor 4 years or 5 years. I=m

d + £ 113+o+ + 1 + £3 i1 £
Faer faertita =3 +toRrg—term—itinahceiat—Fresour +or

Py ey Frenet astruetiony Charter schools that are operated
by a municipality or other public entity, as provided by law, or

r

a private, not-for-profit corporation granted 501 (c) (3) status

by the Internal Revenue Service are eligible for up to a 1l5-year

charter, subject to approval by the district school board. A

charter lab school is also eligible for a charter for a term of

up to 15 years. In—additien—to—facilitate—= ss—to—long—term
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long-term charters remain subject to annual review and may be

terminated during the term of the charter, but only according to

the—provisiens——set—Fforth—3in subsection (8) or paragraph (9) (n).

13. Termination or nonrenewal of the charter pursuant to

subsection (8) or paragraph (9) (n).

14.33= The facilities to be used and their location. The

sponsor shall may—met require a charter school to have a
certificate of occupancy or a temporary certificate of occupancy
for such a facility no later than 30 earlier—+than—315 calendar
days before the first day of school.

15.34~ The qualifications to be required of the teachers
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and the potential strategies used to recruit, hire, train, and
retain qualified staff to achieve best value.

16.35+ The governance structure of the school, including
the status of the charter school as a public or private employer
as required in paragraph (12) (i).

17.36+ A timetable for implementing the charter which
addresses the implementation of each element thereof and the
date by which the charter shall be awarded in order to meet this
timetable.

18.+7= In the case of an existing public school that is
being converted to charter status, alternative arrangements for
current students who choose not to attend the charter school and
for current teachers who choose not to teach in the charter
school after conversion in accordance with the existing
collective bargaining agreement or district school board rule in
the absence of a collective bargaining agreement. However,
alternative arrangements shall not be required for current
teachers who choose not to teach in a charter lab school, except
as authorized by the employment policies of the state university
which grants the charter to the lab school.

19.48~ Full disclosure of the identity of all relatives
employed by the charter school who are related to the charter
school owner, president, chairperson of the governing board of
directors, superintendent, governing board member, principal,
assistant principal, or any other person employed by the charter
school who has equivalent decisionmaking authority. For the
purpose of this subparagraph, the term “relative” means father,
mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first

cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-
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law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law,
stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother,
stepsister, half brother, or half sister.

20.49~ Implementation of the activities authorized under s.
1002.331 by the charter school when it satisfies the eligibility
requirements for a high-performing charter school. A high-
performing charter school shall notify its sponsor in writing by
March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or expand grade
levels the following school year. The written notice shall
specify the amount of the enrollment increase and the grade
levels that will be added, as applicable.

(b)1. A charter may be renewed provided that a program
review demonstrates that the criteria in paragraph (a) have been
successfully accomplished and that none of the grounds for
nonrenewal established by paragraph (8) (a) has been documented.

I a PN i litatae 1 + £ £ haxrt hoeol

E=33 racr—¢ EaCaSEEEas EaSE2aS R rhaheIRg—To¥ aaE = 225 =+

econstruwetiony Charter schools operating for a minimum of 3 years
and demonstrating exemplary academic programming and fiscal
management are eligible for a 15-year charter renewal. Such
long-term charter is subject to annual review and may be
terminated during the term of the charter.

2. The 15-year charter renewal that may be granted pursuant
to subparagraph 1. shall be granted to a charter school that has
received a school grade of “A” or “B” pursuant to s. 1008.34 in
3 of the past 4 years and is not in a state of financial
emergency or deficit position as defined by this section. Such
long-term charter is subject to annual review and may be
terminated during the term of the charter pursuant to subsection
(8) .
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(8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF CHARTER.-—

(e) When a charter is not renewed or is terminated or when

a charter school is closed voluntarily by the operator, the

school shall be dissolved under the provisions of law under

3/17/2015 3:23:41 PM
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which the school was organized, and any unencumbered public
funds, except for capital outlay funds and federal charter
school program grant funds, from the charter school shall revert
to the sponsor. Capital outlay funds provided pursuant to s.
1013.62 and federal charter school program grant funds that are
unencumbered shall revert to the department to be redistributed
among eligible charter schools. In the event a charter school is
dissolved or is otherwise terminated, all district school board
property and improvements, furnishings, and equipment purchased
with public funds shall automatically revert to full ownership
by the district school board, subject to complete satisfaction
of any lawful liens or encumbrances. Any unencumbered public
funds from the charter school, district school board property
and improvements, furnishings, and equipment purchased with
public funds, or financial or other records pertaining to the
charter school, in the possession of any person, entity, or
holding company, other than the charter school, shall be held in
trust upon the district school board’s request, until any appeal
status is resolved.

(f) If a charter is not renewed or is terminated or a

charter school is closed voluntarily by the operator, the

charter school is responsible for all debts of the charter
school. The district may not assume the debt from any contract
made between the governing body of the school and a third party,
except for a debt that is previously detailed and agreed upon in
writing by both the district and the governing body of the
school and that may not reasonably be assumed to have been
satisfied by the district.

(g) If a charter is not renewed or is terminated, a student
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who attended the school may apply to, and shall be enrolled in,
another public school. Normal application deadlines shall be
disregarded under such circumstances.

(h) The governing board of a charter school that closes

voluntarily shall notify the sponsor and the department in

writing within 7 calendar days of its decision to cease

operations. The notice must state the reasons for the closure

and acknowledge that the governing board agrees to follow the

procedures for dissolution and reversion of public funds

specified in this subsection and paragraph (9) (o).

(i) For a high-performing charter school that is having the

charter agreement renewed, the charter contract, as that

contract exists on the day the term of the contract is to

terminate, must be automatically renewed for the length of the

current term if the charter school governing board and sponsor

have not executed the renewal before the term of the charter

agreement is scheduled to expire.

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—

(g)1. In order to provide financial information that is
comparable to that reported for other public schools, charter
schools are to maintain all financial records that constitute
their accounting system:

a. In accordance with the accounts and codes prescribed in
the most recent issuance of the publication titled “Financial
and Program Cost Accounting and Reporting for Florida Schools”;
or

b. At the discretion of the charter school’s governing
board, a charter school may elect to follow generally accepted

accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, but must
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reformat this information for reporting according to this
paragraph.

2. Charter schools shall provide annual financial report
and program cost report information in the state-required
formats for inclusion in district reporting in compliance with
s. 1011.60(1). Charter schools that are operated by a
municipality or are a component unit of a parent nonprofit
organization may use the accounting system of the municipality
or the parent but must reformat this information for reporting
according to this paragraph.

3. A charter school shall, upon execution of the contract,

provide the sponsor with a concise, uniform, monthly financial
statement summary sheet that contains a balance sheet and a
statement of revenue, expenditures, and changes in fund balance.
The balance sheet and the statement of revenue, expenditures,
and changes in fund balance shall be in the governmental funds
format prescribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board. A high-performing charter school pursuant to s. 1002.331
may provide a quarterly financial statement in the same format
and requirements as the uniform monthly financial statement

summary sheet. The sponsor shall review each monthly financial

statement, to identify the existence of any conditions
identified in s. 1002.345 (1) (a).

4. A charter school shall maintain and provide financial
information as required in this paragraph. The financial
statement required in subparagraph 3. must be in a form
prescribed by the Department of Education.

(n)1. The director and a representative of the governing

board of a charter school that has earned a grade of “D” or “F”
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pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to
present information concerning each contract component having
noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the
governing board shall submit to the sponsor for approval a
school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon
approval by the sponsor, the charter school shall begin
implementation of the school improvement plan. The department
shall offer technical assistance and training to the charter
school and its governing board and establish guidelines for
developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades of
“D,” two consecutive grades of “D” followed by a grade of “F,”
or two nonconsecutive grades of “F” within a 3-year period, the
charter school governing board shall choose one of the following
corrective actions:

(I) Contract for educational services to be provided
directly to students, instructional personnel, and school
administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

(IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a
demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;

(ITI) Reorganize the school under a new director or
principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or

(IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.

b. The charter school must implement the corrective action
in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive
grade of “D,” a grade of “F” following two consecutive grades of
“D,” or a second nonconsecutive grade of “F” within a 3-year
period.

c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if it
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determines that the charter school is likely to improve a letter
grade if additional time is provided to implement the
intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school
improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a
charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of “F” is
subject to subparagraph 4.

d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a
corrective action if it improves by at least one letter grade.
However, the charter school must continue to implement
strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The
sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that
does not improve by at least one letter grade after 2 full
school years of implementing the corrective action must select a
different corrective action. Implementation of the new
corrective action must begin in the school year following the
implementation period of the existing corrective action, unless
the sponsor determines that the charter school is likely to
improve a letter grade if additional time is provided to
implement the existing corrective action. Notwithstanding this
sub-subparagraph, a charter school that earns a second
consecutive grade of “F” while implementing a corrective action
is subject to subparagraph 4.

3. A charter school with a grade of “D” or “F” that
improves by at least one letter grade must continue to implement
the strategies identified in the school improvement plan. The

sponsor must annually review implementation of the school
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improvement plan to monitor the school’s continued improvement
pursuant to subparagraph 5.

4. A charter school’s charter is automatically terminated

if the school earns two consecutive grades of “F” after all

school grade appeals are final Tk ponser—shall—terminate—=a
| + 1€ +h K + K 1 + + 4 4 £
harter +f—+th harter Foot—ecaras—tw £ e grad £

“FZ unless:

a. The charter school is established to turn around the
performance of a district public school pursuant to s.
1008.33(4) (b)3. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
1008.33;

b. The charter school serves a student population the
majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district
public school that earned a grade of “F” in the year before the
charter school opened and the charter school earns at least a
grade of “D” in its third year of operation. The exception
provided under this sub-subparagraph does not apply to a charter
school in its fourth year of operation and thereafter; or

c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
15 days after the department’s official release of school
grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter
school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is valid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver

under this sub-subparagraph.
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The sponsor shall notify in writing the charter school’s

governing board, the charter school principal, and the

department when a charter is terminated under this subparagraph.

A charter terminated under this subparagraph is governed by the

requirements of paragraphs (8) (e)-(g) and paragraph (o) of this

subsection.

5. The director and a representative of the governing board
of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, if applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services
provided to the school to help the school address its
deficiencies.

6. Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
sub-subparagraphs 4.a.-c., the sponsor may terminate the charter
at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

(p)1. Each charter school shall maintain a website that
enables the public to obtain information regarding the school;
the school’s academic performance; the names of the governing
board members; the programs at the school; any management
companies, cooperatives, service providers, or education
management corporations associated with the school; the school’s
annual budget and its annual independent fiscal audit; the
school’s grade pursuant to s. 1008.34; and, on a quarterly

basis, the minutes of governing board meetings.
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2. Each charter school’s governing board shall appoint a

representative to facilitate parental involvement, provide

access to information, assist parents and others with questions

and concerns, and resolve disputes. The representative must

reside in the school district in which the charter school is

located and may be a governing board member, charter school

employee, or individual contracted to represent the governing

board. If the governing board oversees multiple charter schools

in the same school district, the governing board must appoint a

separate individual representative for each charter school in

the district. The representative’s contact information must be

provided annually, in writing, to parents and posted prominently

on the charter school’s website. The sponsor may not require

that governing board members reside in the school district in

which the charter school is located if the charter school

complies with this paragraph.

3. Each charter school’s governing board must hold at least

two public meetings per school year in the school district where

the charter school is located. The meetings must be noticed,

open, and accessible to the public, and attendees must be

provided an opportunity to receive information and provide input

regarding the charter school’s operations. The appointed

representative and charter school principal or director, or his

or her equivalent, must be physically present at each meeting.
(10) ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—

(a) A charter school shall be open to any student covered
in an interdistrict agreement or residing in the school district
in which the charter school is located; however, in the case of

a charter lab school, the charter lab school shall be open to
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any student eligible to attend the lab school as provided in s.
1002.32 or who resides in the school district in which the

charter lab school is located. A charter school with space

available must be open to any student in the state, pursuant to
s. 1002.31(2). Any eligible student shall be allowed

interdistrict transfer to attend a charter school when based on
good cause. Good cause shall include, but is not limited to,
geographic proximity to a charter school in a neighboring school
district.

(17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,
regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded as if they are in
a basic program or a special program, the same as students
enrolled in other public schools in the school district. Funding
for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s. 1002.32.

(b) The basis for the agreement for funding students
enrolled in a charter school shall be the sum of the school
district’s operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations
Act, including gross state and local funds, discretionary
lottery funds, and funds from the school district’s current
operating discretionary millage levy; divided by total funded
weighted full-time equivalent students in the school district;
multiplied by the weighted full-time equivalent students for the
charter school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet
the eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their
proportionate share of categorical program funds included in the
total funds available in the Florida Education Finance Program

by the Legislature, including transportation, the research-based

reading allocation, and the Florida digital classrooms
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allocation. Total funding for each charter school shall be
recalculated during the year to reflect the revised calculations
under the Florida Education Finance Program by the state and the
actual weighted full-time equivalent students reported by the
charter school during the full-time equivalent student survey
periods designated by the Commissioner of Education.

(e) District school boards shall make timely and efficient
payment and reimbursement to charter schools, including
processing paperwork required to access special state and
federal funding for which they may be eligible. The district
school board may distribute funds to a charter school for up to
3 months based on the projected full-time equivalent student
membership of the charter school. Thereafter, the results of
full-time equivalent student membership surveys shall be used in
adjusting the amount of funds distributed monthly to the charter
school for the remainder of the fiscal year. The payment shall
be issued no later than 10 working days after the district
school board receives a distribution of state or federal funds.
If a warrant for payment is not issued within 10 working days
after receipt of funding by the district school board, the
school district shall pay to the charter school, in addition to
the amount of the scheduled disbursement, interest at a rate of
1 percent per month calculated on a daily basis on the unpaid
balance from the expiration of the 10 working days until such

time as the warrant is issued. The district school board may not

delay payment to a charter school of any portion of the funds

provided in paragraph (b) based on the timing of receipt of

local funds by the district school board.
(21) PUBLIC INFORMATION ON CHARTER SCHOOLS.—
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(a) The Department of Education shall provide information
to the public, directly and through sponsors, on how to form and
operate a charter school and how to enroll in a charter school
once it is created. This information shall include a standard
modet application form, standard charter contract, standard
application evaluation instrument, and standard charter renewal
contract, which shall include the information specified in
subsection (7) and shall be developed by consulting and
negotiating with both school districts and charter schools
before implementation. The charter and charter renewal contracts
shall be used by charter school sponsors.

(26) STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE.—

(c) An employee of the charter school, or his or her

spouse, or an employee of a management company, cooperative, or

charter management organization, or his or her spouse, may not
be a member of the governing board of the charter school.

(27) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND ETHICS.—An individual may

not serve as a member of a governing board of a charter school,

an education management corporation, or charter school

cooperative organization if he or she or an immediate family

member receives a pension or any compensation from the charter

school, or if the individual’s partner is an owner or principal

with an entity or independent contractor with whom the charter

school does business or contracts, directly or indirectly, for

professional services, goods, or facilities. An individual may

not serve as a governing board member if an immediate family

member is an employee of the school. Members of the governing

board of a charter school may not be appointed, removed, or

replaced by an entity or component unit of an entity, which the
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charter school has entered into any contract with.

Section 4. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2), paragraph (b)
of subsection (3), and subsection (5) of section 1002.331,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.331 High-performing charter schools.—

(2) A high-performing charter school is authorized to:

(e) Receive a modification of its charter to a term of 15
years or a 1l5-year charter renewal. The charter may be modified
or renewed for a shorter term at the option of the high-
performing charter school. The charter must be consistent with
s. 1002.33(7) (a)20. s+—3602-334H+ar+9~ and (10) (h) and (i), is

subject to annual review by the sponsor, and may be terminated

during its term pursuant to s. 1002.33(8).

A high-performing charter school shall notify its sponsor in
writing by March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or
expand grade levels the following school year. The written
notice shall specify the amount of the enrollment increase and
the grade levels that will be added, as applicable. If a charter
school notifies the sponsor of its intent to expand, the sponsor
shall modify the charter within 90 days to include the new
enrollment maximum and may not make any other changes. The
sponsor may deny a request to increase the enrollment of a high-
performing charter school if the commissioner has declassified
the charter school as high-performing. If a high-performing
charter school requests to consolidate multiple charters, the
sponsor shall have 40 days after receipt of that request to
provide an initial draft charter to the charter school. The

sponsor and charter school shall have 50 days thereafter to
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negotiate and notice the charter contract for final approval by
the sponsor.

(3)

(b) A high-performing charter school may not establish more
than one charter school within the state under paragraph (a) in
any year. A subsequent application to establish a charter school
under paragraph (a) may not be submitted unless each charter
school established in this manner achieves high-performing

charter school status. The limits set forth in this paragraph do

not apply to charter schools established by a high-performing

charter school in the attendance zone of a school identified as

in need of intervention and support pursuant to s. 1008.33(3) (b)

or to meet needs for innovative choice options identified by the

district school board.

(5) The Commissioner of Education, upon request by a
charter school, shall verify that the charter school meets the
criteria in subsection (1) and provide a letter to the charter
school and the sponsor stating that the charter school is a
high-performing charter school pursuant to this section. The
commissioner shall annually determine whether a high-performing
charter school under subsection (1) continues to meet the
criteria in that subsection. Such high-performing charter school
shall maintain its high-performing status unless the
commissioner determines that the charter school no longer meets
the criteria in subsection (1), at which time the commissioner

shall send a letter to the charter school and its sponsor

providing notification that the charter school has been

declassified efits—deelassifiecation as a high-performing

charter school.
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Section 5. Present subsection (2) of section 1002.332,
Florida Statutes, 1is redesignated as subsection (3), and a new
subsection (2) is added to that section, to read:

1002.332 High-performing charter school system.—

(2) An entity that successfully operates a system of

charter schools outside the state may apply to the State Board

of Education for status as a high-performing charter school

system. The state board shall adopt rules prescribing a process

for determining whether the entity meets the requirements of

this subsection by reviewing student demographic and performance

data and fiscal accountability of all schools operated by the

entity. To the extent practicable, the state board shall develop

a rubric for the approval of such entities which aligns with the

priorities of the federal Charter Schools Program Grants for

Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools in the

Federal Register, Volume 76, No. 133. An entity classified as a

high-performing charter school system pursuant to this

subsection may submit an application in the same manner as

specified in s. 1002.331(3) to establish and operate a new

charter school in this state. For the first 3 school years of

operation, each charter school established by such an entity

shall receive a reduction in administrative fees as authorized
under s. 1002.33(20) (a)3.

Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

1002.451, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1002.451 District innovation school of technology program.—
(1) DISTRICT INNOVATION SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY.—
(c) An innovation school of technology must be open to any

student covered in an interdistrict agreement or residing in the
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school district in which the innovation school of technology is
located. An innovation school of technology shall enroll an
eligible student who submits a timely application if the number
of applications does not exceed the capacity of a program,
class, grade level, or building. If the number of applications
exceeds capacity, all applicants shall have an equal chance of
being admitted through a public random selection process.
However, a district may give enrollment preference to students
who identify the innovation school of technology as the
student’s preferred choice pursuant to the district’s public
school parental choice rEreolled—open—enreltiment plan.

Section 7. Section 1003.3101, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

1003.3101 Additional school choice options.—Each district

school board shall establish a transfer process for a parent to

request his or her child be transferred to another classroom

teacher. A school must grant or deny the transfer within 2 weeks

after receiving a request. If a request for transfer is denied,

the school shall notify the parent and specify the reasons for a

denial. An explanation of the transfer process must be made

available in the student handbook or a similar publication.

Section 8. Section 1003.5711, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003.5711 Instruction for students receiving hospitalized

program services.—

(1) A public school student in prekindergarten through

grade 12 who is deemed eligible for hospitalized program

services in this state is considered a student with a

disability.
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(a) If the student has an individual education plan (IEP),

the IEP must be followed, but upon request of the student’s

parent, the IEP may be modified to accommodate the student’s use

of hospitalized program services in a children’s hospital

pursuant to this section.

(b) The student’s IEP may be modified to reduce the

student’s course load to core courses identified in s.

1002.20(19) (a) . The student may be excused or exempted from

physical education classes or instruction based on the IEP or

orders from the student’s medical doctor. The student’s IEP may

allow the student to receive instruction beyond the normal

school hours, school day, or school year of the school district.

(2) A student who is admitted to a children’s hospital for

hospitalized program services must continue to receive

educational instruction.

(a) If a student is expected to be absent from school and

admitted to the children’s hospital for hospitalized program

services for at least 15 consecutive days, no later than the

fifth day of the student’s hospital stay, the school district in

which the student is or was most recently enrolled may choose to

provide a certified teacher to the children’s hospital to

provide instruction to the student. If that school district

declines to provide a certified teacher, the school district in

which the children’s hospital is located must provide a

certified teacher to provide the student with instruction, or

must partner with the Florida Virtual School for instructional

services as authorized in this section. Such school district

shall also provide the student’s instructional materials and

other necessary educational support and services identified in
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the IEP.
(b) A student in prekindergarten through grade 6 shall be

taught in person by the certified teacher. A student in grades 7

through 12 shall be taught in person by the certified teacher,

or the student may choose to utilize instruction from the

Florida Virtual School. If the Florida Virtual School is used by

any student, at least one certified teacher from the Florida

Virtual School must be present at the hospital to assist with

online learning.

(3) If a school district other than the one in which the

student was previously enrolled provides the hospitalized

program services, the Department of Education must transfer the

funds from the school district in which the student was

previously enrolled to the school district in which the

children’s hospital providing hospitalized program services is

located. This transfer shall occur no later than each subsequent

quarterly FEFP payment.

(4) The children’s hospital providing the hospitalized

program services is responsible for providing adequate

educational space for each student, but is not required to

comply with chapter 1013. The hospital and applicable school

district must enter into an agreement to implement this section.

The agreement may be student-specific or address all students as

necessary.

(5) The intent of this section is to supplement existing

laws, rules, and regulations concerning hospitalized students

that use hospitalized program services at a children’s hospital.

Section 9. Section 1004.6491, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
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1004.6491 Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation.—

(1) There is established the Florida Institute for Charter

School Innovation within the Florida State University. The

purpose of the institute is to advance charter school

accountability, quality, and innovation; provide support and

technical assistance to charter school applicants; connect

aspiring teachers to opportunities to experience teaching in

schools of choice; and conduct research and develop and promote

best practices for charter school authorization, financing,

management, operations, and instructional practices.

(2) The institute shall:

(a) Conduct research to inform both policy and practice

related to charter school accountability, financing, management,

operations, and instructional practices.

(b) Partner with state-approved teacher preparation

programs in this state to provide opportunities for aspiring

teachers to experience teaching in schools of choice.

(c) Provide technical assistance and support to charter

school applicants with innovative charter school concepts.

(3) The President of the Florida State University shall

appoint a director of the institute. The director is responsible

for overall management of the institute and for developing and

executing the work of the institute consistent with this

section. The director may engage individuals in other state

universities with accredited colleges of education to

participate in the institute.

(4) By each October 1, the institute shall provide a

written report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives which outlines its
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activities in the preceding year, reports significant research

findings, details expenditures of state funds, and provides

specific recommendations for improving the institute’s ability

to fulfil its mission and for changes to statewide charter

school policy.
(5) Within 180 days after completion of the institute’s

fiscal year, the institute shall provide to the Auditor General,

the Board of Governors of the State University System, and the

State Board of Education a report on the results of an annual

financial audit conducted by an independent certified public

accountant in accordance with s. 11.45.

Section 10. Paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of subsection (3)
of section 1006.15, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1006.15 Student standards for participation in
interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular student
activities; regulation.—

(3)

(c) An individual home education student is eligible to
participate at the public school to which the student would be
assigned according to district school board attendance area

policies or which the student could choose to attend pursuant to

public school parental choice distriet—or interdistriet

controlledopen—enroltiment provisions, or may develop an

agreement to participate at a private school, in the

interscholastic extracurricular activities of that school,
provided the following conditions are met:

1. The home education student must meet the requirements of
the home education program pursuant to s. 1002.41.

2. During the period of participation at a school, the home
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education student must demonstrate educational progress as
required in paragraph (b) in all subjects taken in the home
education program by a method of evaluation agreed upon by the
parent and the school principal which may include: review of the
student’s work by a certified teacher chosen by the parent;
grades earned through correspondence; grades earned in courses
taken at a Florida College System institution, university, or
trade school; standardized test scores above the 35th
percentile; or any other method designated in s. 1002.41.

3. The home education student must meet the same residency
requirements as other students in the school at which he or she
participates.

4. The home education student must meet the same standards
of acceptance, behavior, and performance as required of other
students in extracurricular activities.

5. The student must register with the school his or her
intent to participate in interscholastic extracurricular
activities as a representative of the school before the
beginning date of the season for the activity in which he or she
wishes to participate. A home education student must be able to
participate in curricular activities if that is a requirement
for an extracurricular activity.

6. A student who transfers from a home education program to
a public school before or during the first grading period of the
school year is academically eligible to participate in
interscholastic extracurricular activities during the first
grading period provided the student has a successful evaluation
from the previous school year, pursuant to subparagraph 2.

7. Any public school or private school student who has been
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unable to maintain academic eligibility for participation in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is ineligible to
participate in such activities as a home education student until
the student has successfully completed one grading period in
home education pursuant to subparagraph 2. to become eligible to
participate as a home education student.

(d) An individual charter school student pursuant to s.
1002.33 is eligible to participate at the public school to which
the student would be assigned according to district school board
attendance area policies or which the student could choose to

attend, pursuant to district or interdistrict public school

parental choice rEtrolted—open—enroliment provisions, in any
interscholastic extracurricular activity of that school, unless
such activity is provided by the student’s charter school, if
the following conditions are met:

1. The charter school student must meet the requirements of
the charter school education program as determined by the
charter school governing board.

2. During the period of participation at a school, the
charter school student must demonstrate educational progress as
required in paragraph (b).

3. The charter school student must meet the same residency
requirements as other students in the school at which he or she
participates.

4. The charter school student must meet the same standards
of acceptance, behavior, and performance that are required of
other students in extracurricular activities.

5. The charter school student must register with the school

his or her intent to participate in interscholastic
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extracurricular activities as a representative of the school
before the beginning date of the season for the activity in
which he or she wishes to participate. A charter school student
must be able to participate in curricular activities if that is
a requirement for an extracurricular activity.

6. A student who transfers from a charter school program to
a traditional public school before or during the first grading
period of the school year is academically eligible to
participate in interscholastic extracurricular activities during
the first grading period if the student has a successful
evaluation from the previous school year, pursuant to
subparagraph 2.

7. Any public school or private school student who has been
unable to maintain academic eligibility for participation in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is ineligible to
participate in such activities as a charter school student until
the student has successfully completed one grading period in a
charter school pursuant to subparagraph 2. to become eligible to
participate as a charter school student.

(e) A student of the Florida Virtual School full-time
program may participate in any interscholastic extracurricular
activity at the public school to which the student would be
assigned according to district school board attendance area
policies or which the student could choose to attend, pursuant

to district or interdistrict public school parental choice

aErotled—open—enrotiment policies, 1f the student:
1. During the period of participation in the
interscholastic extracurricular activity, meets the requirements

in paragraph (a).
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2. Meets any additional requirements as determined by the
board of trustees of the Florida Virtual School.

3. Meets the same residency requirements as other students
in the school at which he or she participates.

4. Meets the same standards of acceptance, behavior, and
performance that are required of other students in
extracurricular activities.

5. Registers his or her intent to participate in
interscholastic extracurricular activities with the school
before the beginning date of the season for the activity in
which he or she wishes to participate. A Florida Virtual School
student must be able to participate in curricular activities if
that is a requirement for an extracurricular activity.

Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 1011.61, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.61 Definitions.—Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
1000.21, the following terms are defined as follows for the
purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program:

(1) A “full-time equivalent student” in each program of the
district is defined in terms of full-time students and part-time
students as follows:

(a) A “full-time student” is one student on the membership
roll of one school program or a combination of school programs
listed in s. 1011.62 (1) (c) for the school year or the equivalent
for:

1. Instruction in a standard school, comprising not less
than 900 net hours for a student in or at the grade level of 4
through 12, or not less than 720 net hours for a student in or

at the grade level of kindergarten through grade 3 or in an
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authorized prekindergarten exceptional program;

2. Instruction in an alternative charter school that is

operating with two or more instructional sessions per day,

comprising not less than the equivalent of 810 net hours per

session and using instructional calendars that may extend beyond

180 days, as authorized in the charter contract that is approved

by the district school board;

3. Instruction in a deub: fon heet—or—a school

utilizing an experimental school calendar approved by the
Department of Education, comprising not less than the equivalent
of 810 net hours in grades 4 through 12 or not less than 630 net
hours in kindergarten through grade 3; or

4.3= Instruction comprising the appropriate number of net
hours set forth in subparagraph 1. or subparagraph 2. for
students who, within the past year, have moved with their
parents for the purpose of engaging in the farm labor or fish
industries, if a plan furnishing such an extended school day or
week, or a combination thereof, has been approved by the
commissioner. Such plan may be approved to accommodate the needs
of migrant students only or may serve all students in schools
having a high percentage of migrant students. The plan described
in this subparagraph is optional for any school district and is
not mandated by the state.

(b) A “part-time student” is a student on the active
membership roll of a school program or combination of school
programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c) who is less than a full-time
student.

(c)l. A “full-time equivalent student” is:

a. A full-time student in any one of the programs listed in

Page 49 of 62
3/17/2015 3:23:41 PM

1420
1421
1422
1423
1424
1425
1426
1427
1428
1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448

Florida Senate - 2015
Bill No. SB 1552

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

{1

581-02428-15
s. 1011.62(1) (c); or

b. A combination of full-time or part-time students in any
one of the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c) which is the
equivalent of one full-time student based on the following
calculations:

(I) A full-time student in a combination of programs listed
in s. 1011.62(1) (c) shall be a fraction of a full-time
equivalent membership in each special program equal to the
number of net hours per school year for which he or she is a
member, divided by the appropriate number of hours set forth in
subparagraph (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2. The difference between
that fraction or sum of fractions and the maximum value as set
forth in subsection (4) for each full-time student is presumed
to be the balance of the student’s time not spent in a special
program and shall be recorded as time in the appropriate basic
program.

(IT) A prekindergarten student with a disability shall meet
the requirements specified for kindergarten students.

(ITI) A full-time equivalent student for students in
kindergarten through grade 12 in a full-time virtual instruction
program under s. 1002.45 or a virtual charter school under s.
1002.33 shall consist of six full-credit completions or the
prescribed level of content that counts toward promotion to the
next grade in programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c). Credit
completions may be a combination of full-credit courses or half-
credit courses. Beginning in the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the
reported full-time equivalent students and associated funding of
students enrolled in courses requiring passage of an end-of-

course assessment under s. 1003.4282 to earn a standard high
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school diploma shall be adjusted if the student does not pass
the end-of-course assessment. However, no adjustment shall be
made for a student who enrolls in a segmented remedial course
delivered online.

(IV) A full-time equivalent student for students in
kindergarten through grade 12 in a part-time virtual instruction
program under s. 1002.45 shall consist of six full-credit
completions in programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c¢)1l. and 3.
Credit completions may be a combination of full-credit courses
or half-credit courses. Beginning in the 2016-2017 fiscal year,
the reported full-time equivalent students and associated
funding of students enrolled in courses requiring passage of an
end-of-course assessment under s. 1003.4282 to earn a standard
high school diploma shall be adjusted if the student does not
pass the end-of-course assessment. However, no adjustment shall
be made for a student who enrolls in a segmented remedial course
delivered online.

(V) A Florida Virtual School full-time equivalent student
shall consist of six full-credit completions or the prescribed
level of content that counts toward promotion to the next grade
in the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c)l. and 3. for students
participating in kindergarten through grade 12 part-time virtual
instruction and the programs listed in s. 1011.62(1) (c) for
students participating in kindergarten through grade 12 full-
time virtual instruction. Credit completions may be a
combination of full-credit courses or half-credit courses.
Beginning in the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the reported full-time
equivalent students and associated funding of students enrolled

in courses requiring passage of an end-of-course assessment
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under s. 1003.4282 to earn a standard high school diploma shall
be adjusted if the student does not pass the end-of-course
assessment. However, no adjustment shall be made for a student
who enrolls in a segmented remedial course delivered online.

(VI) Each successfully completed full-credit course earned
through an online course delivered by a district other than the
one in which the student resides shall be calculated as 1/6 FTE.

(VII) A full-time equivalent student for courses requiring
passage of a statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment
under s. 1003.4282 to earn a standard high school diploma shall
be defined and reported based on the number of instructional
hours as provided in this subsection until the 2016-2017 fiscal
year. Beginning in the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the FTE for the
course shall be assessment-based and shall be equal to 1/6 FTE.
The reported FTE shall be adjusted if the student does not pass
the end-of-course assessment. However, no adjustment shall be
made for a student who enrolls in a segmented remedial course
delivered online.

(VIII) For students enrolled in a school district as a
full-time student, the district may report 1/6 FTE for each
student who passes a statewide, standardized end-of-course
assessment without being enrolled in the corresponding course.

2. A student in membership in a program scheduled for more
or less than 180 school days or the equivalent on an hourly
basis as specified by rules of the State Board of Education is a
fraction of a full-time equivalent membership equal to the
number of instructional hours in membership divided by the
appropriate number of hours set forth in subparagraph (a)l.;

however, for the purposes of this subparagraph, membership in
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programs scheduled for more than 180 days is limited to students
enrolled in:

a. Juvenile justice education programs.

b. The Florida Virtual School.

c. Virtual instruction programs and virtual charter schools
for the purpose of course completion and credit recovery
pursuant to ss. 1002.45 and 1003.498. Course completion applies
only to a student who is reported during the second or third
membership surveys and who does not complete a virtual education
course by the end of the regular school year. The course must be
completed no later than the deadline for amending the final
student enrollment survey for that year. Credit recovery applies
only to a student who has unsuccessfully completed a traditional
or virtual education course during the regular school year and
must re-take the course in order to be eligible to graduate with

the student’s class.

The full-time equivalent student enrollment calculated under
this subsection is subject to the requirements in subsection
(4) .

The department shall determine and implement an equitable method
of equivalent funding for experimental schools and for schools
operating under emergency conditions, which schools have been
approved by the department to operate for less than the minimum
school day.

Section 12. Section 1011.6202, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.6202 Charter School District Pilot Program.—The
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Charter School District Pilot Program is created within the

Department of Education. The purpose of the pilot program is to

provide the principal of a participating school with increased

autonomy and authority to operate his or her school in a way

that produces significant improvements in student achievement

and school management while complying with constitutional

requirements. The State Board of Education may, upon approval of

a charter proposal, enter into a performance contract with up to

six district school boards to establish such districts as

charter school districts.
(1) CHARTER SCHOOL DISTRICT.—A charter school district is a
school district in the state that has submitted, and the state

board has approved, a charter proposal that exchanges statutory

and rule exemption for an agreement to meet performance goals

established in the charter proposal. A charter school district

shall be chartered for 3 years. At the end of the 3 years, the

performance of all participating schools in the charter school

district shall be evaluated.

(2) CHARTER PROPOSAL.—

(a) The proposal to become a charter school district must:

1. Identify three middle or high schools whose principals

will have fiscal and administrative autonomy.

2. Describe the current financial and administrative

management of each participating school; identify the areas in

which each school principal will have increased fiscal and

administrative autonomy, including the authority and

responsibilities provided in s. 1012.28(8); and identify the

areas in which each participating school will continue to follow

district school board fiscal and administrative policies.
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3. Explain the methods used to identify the educational

strengths and needs of the participating school’s students and

identify how student achievement can be improved.

4. Establish performance goals for student achievement, as

defined in s. 1008.34(1), and explain how increased principal

autonomy will help participating schools improve student

achievement and school management.

5. Provide each participating school’s mission and a

description of its student population.

(b) The state board shall establish criteria, which must

include the criteria listed in paragraph (a), for the approval

of a school district charter proposal.

(c) A school district must submit the charter proposal to

the state board for approval by December 1 in order to begin

participation in the subsequent school year. By February 28 of

the school year in which the proposal is submitted, the state

board shall notify the district school board in writing whether

the charter proposal has been approved.
(3) EXEMPTION FROM LAWS.—

(a) With the exception of those laws listed in paragraph

(b), a charter school district is exempt from the provisions in
chapters 1000-1013, including s. 1001.42(4) (f), relating to the

opening date for schools, and rules of the state board that

implement these exempt provisions.

(b) A charter school district shall comply with the

provisions in chapters 1000-1013, and rules of the state board

that implement these provisions, pertaining to the following:

1. Those laws relating to the election of district school

board members, public meetings and public records requirements,
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financial disclosure, and conflicts of interest.

2. Those laws relating to the student assessment program

and school grading system, including chapter 1008.

3. Those laws relating to the provision of services to

students with disabilities.

4. Those laws relating to civil rights, including s.

1000.05, relating to discrimination.

5. Those laws relating to student health, safety, and

welfare.

6. Those laws relating to the election and compensation of

district school board members and the election or appointment

and compensation of district school superintendents.

7. Section 1003.03, governing maximum class size, except

that the calculation for compliance pursuant to s. 1003.03 is

the average at the school level.
8. Sections 1012.22(1) (c) and 1012.27(2), relating to

compensation and salary schedules.

9. Section 1012.33(5), relating to workforce reductions for

annual contracts for instructional personnel. This subparagraph

does not apply to at-will employees.

10. Section 1012.335, relating to annual contracts for

instructional personnel hired on or after July 1, 2011. This

subparagraph does not apply to at-will employees.

11. Section 1012.34, relating to personnel evaluation

procedures and criteria.

12. Those laws pertaining to educational facilities,

including chapter 1013, except that s. 1013.20, relating to

covered walkways for relocatables, and s. 1013.21, relating to

the use of relocatable facilities exceeding 20 years of age, are
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eligible for exemption.

13. Those laws pertaining to charter school districts,

including this section.

(4) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—Each charter school district

shall require the principal of each participating school to

complete the professional development provided through the

William Cecil Golden Professional Development Program for School

Leaders under s. 1012.986. The professional development must be

completed before a school may participate in the Charter School

District Pilot Program.

(5) TERM OF CHARTER.—The state board shall authorize a

charter school district’s charter for a period of 3 years

commencing with award of the charter. The charter may be renewed

upon action of the state board. The state board may revoke a

charter if the charter school district fails to meet the

requirements of this section during the 3-year period.

(6) REPORTING.—Each charter school district shall submit an

annual report to the state board. The state board shall annually

report on the implementation of the Charter School District

Pilot Program. Upon completion of the program’s first 3-year

term, the Commissioner of Education shall submit to the

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by December 1 a full evaluation of the

effectiveness of the program.

(7) RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

rules to administer this section.

Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 1011.69, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1011.69 Equity in School-Level Funding Act.—
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(2) Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, district school
boards shall allocate to schools within the district an average
of 90 percent of the funds generated by all schools and
guarantee that each school receives at least 80 percent, except

schools participating in the Charter School District Pilot

Program under s. 1011.6202 are guaranteed to receive at least 90

percent, of the funds generated by that school based upon the
Florida Education Finance Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and
the General Appropriations Act, including gross state and local
funds, discretionary lottery funds, and funds from the school
district’s current operating discretionary millage levy. Total
funding for each school shall be recalculated during the year to
reflect the revised calculations under the Florida Education
Finance Program by the state and the actual weighted full-time
equivalent students reported by the school during the full-time
equivalent student survey periods designated by the Commissioner
of Education. If the district school board is providing programs
or services to students funded by federal funds, any eligible
students enrolled in the schools in the district shall be
provided federal funds.

Section 14. Subsection (8) is added to section 1012.28,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1012.28 Public school personnel; duties of school
principals.—

(8) The principal of a participating school in a charter

school district approved under s. 1011.6202 has the following

additional authority and responsibilities:

(a) In addition to the authority provided in subsection

(6), the authority to select qualified instructional personnel
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for placement or to refuse to accept the placement or transfer

of instructional personnel by the district school

superintendent. Placement of instructional personnel at a

participating school in a charter school district does not

affect the employee’s status as a school district employee.

(b) The authority to deploy financial resources to school

programs at the principal’s discretion to help improve student

achievement, as defined in s. 1008.34(1), and meet performance

goals identified in the charter proposal submitted pursuant to
s. 1011.6202.

(c) To annually provide to the district school

superintendent and the district school board a budget for the

operation of the participating school that identifies how funds

provided pursuant to s. 1011.69(2) are allocated. The school

district shall include the budget in the annual report provided

to the State Board of Education pursuant to s. 1011.6202(6).
Section 15. Subsection (2) of section 1012.42, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.42 Teacher teaching out-of-field.—

(2) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—When a teacher in a district
school system is assigned teaching duties in a class dealing
with subject matter that is outside the field in which the
teacher is certified, outside the field that was the applicant’s
minor field of study, or outside the field in which the
applicant has demonstrated sufficient subject area expertise, as
determined by district school board policy in the subject area
to be taught, the parents of all students in the class shall be

notified in writing of such assignment. A parent that receives

this notification may, after the October student membership
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survey, request that his or her child be transferred to another

classroom teacher within the school and grade in which the child

is currently enrolled. A school must grant or deny the transfer

within 2 weeks after receiving a request. If a request for

transfer is denied, the school shall notify the parent and

specify the reasons for a denial. An explanation of the transfer

process must be made available in the student handbook or a

similar publication. This does not provide a parent the right to

choose a specific teacher.

Section 16. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
section 1012.986, Florida Statutes, to read:

1012.986 William Cecil Golden Professional Development
Program for School Leaders.—

(1) There is established the William Cecil Golden
Professional Development Program for School Leaders to provide
high standards and sustained support for principals as
instructional leaders. The program shall consist of a
collaborative network of state and national professional
leadership organizations to respond to instructional leadership
needs throughout the state. The network shall support the human-
resource development needs of principals, principal leadership
teams, and candidates for principal leadership positions using
the framework of leadership standards adopted by the State Board
of Education, the Southern Regional Education Board, and the
National Staff Development Council. The goal of the network
leadership program is to:

(e) For principals of schools participating in the Charter

School District Pilot Program under s. 1011.6202, provide

training on the following:

Page 60 of 62
3/17/2015 3:23:41 PM




1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745
1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
1757
1758
1759
1760
1761
1762
1763
1764
1765
1766
1767

Florida Senate - 2015
Bill No. SB 1552

PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

{1
581-02428-15

1. Managing instructional personnel, including developing a

high-performing instructional leadership team.

2. Public school budgeting, financial management, and human

resources policies and procedures.

3. Best practices for the effective exercise of increased

budgetary and staffing flexibility to improve student

achievement and operational efficiency.

Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1013.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—

(1) In each year in which funds are appropriated for
charter school capital outlay purposes, the Commissioner of
Education shall allocate the funds among eligible charter
schools.

(a) To be eligible for a funding allocation, a charter
school must:

l.a. Have been in operation for 3 or more years;

b. Be governed by a governing board established in the
state for 3 or more years which operates both charter schools
and conversion charter schools within the state;

c. Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school within
the same school district that is currently receiving charter
school capital outlay funds;

d. Have been accredited by the Commission on Schools of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or

e. Serve students in facilities that are provided by a
business partner for a charter school-in-the-workplace pursuant
to s. 1002.33(15) (b).

2. Have an annual audit that does not reveal any of the
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financial emergency conditions provided in s. 218.503(1) for the

most recent fiscal year for which such audit results are

available stebility for future operation as—a charter sehoot.

3. Have satisfactory student achievement based on state

accountability standards applicable to the charter school.

4. Have received final approval from its sponsor pursuant
to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.

5. Serve students in facilities that are not provided by
the charter school’s sponsor.

Section 18. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,

student reporting requirements related to withdrawals,

suspensions, expulsions, and other related instances where

students are no longer enrolled in a school, must be the same

for public schools, including charter schools. Thus, charter

school reporting requirements for these instances apply to all

public schools, and public school reporting requirements apply

to all charter schools.

Section 19. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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Summary:

SB 1552 expands educational choice options and notification requirements to support parents in
making informed decisions about which may help their child succeed in school.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
Present Situation:

There is a range of information and school choice options available to parents, from academic
progress information, multiple school choice options, and notifications about and limits to certain
types of teachers that may be assigned a student.

Educational Transparency

Parents of public school students must receive accurate and timely information regarding their
child’s academic progress and must be informed about ways that the parents can help their child
to succeed in school.!

For purposes of exceptional student education (ESE), district school boards must provide
parents, at the initial individual education plan (IEP) team meeting, the amount of state
appropriations that the school district receives for each of the five ESE support levels for a
full-time student.?

! Section 1002.20, F.S.
2 Section 1003.57(1)(j), F.S.
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Public School Educational Choice Options

Parents of public school students may seek school choice options such as controlled open
enrollment, lab schools, virtual instruction programs, charter schools, charter technical career
centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special programs, auditory-oral education programs,
advanced placement, dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International
Certificate of Education, credit by examination or demonstration of competency, the School for
Deaf and the Blind, the Florida Virtual School, and the public school options for the Opportunity
Scholarship Program and the McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program.®

Controlled Open Enrollment

Controlled open enrollment is a public education delivery system that gives school districts the
option of making student school assignments using a parent’s indicated preferential public school
choice as a significant factor.*

Each district school board offering the controlled open enrollment must to adopt by rule a
controlled open enroliment plan (plan) and post the plan on the district’s website.® The plan
must:®

e Adhere to federal desegregation requirements.

e Include an application process required to participate in controlled open enrollment that
allows parents to declare school preferences, including placement of siblings within the same
school.

e Provide a lottery procedure to determine student assignment and establish an appeals process
for hardship cases.

e Afford parents of students in multiple session schools preferred access to controlled open
enrollment.

e Maintain socioeconomic, demographic, and racial balance.

e Address the availability of transportation.

Notification and Ability to Change Teachers

Each district school board must adopt and implement a plan to assist teachers who teach out-of-
field and prioritize professional development activities for such teachers.” If a teacher is assigned
a class that is outside the field in which the teacher is certified or has demonstrated sufficient
subject matter expertise, parents of all students in that class must be notified, in writing, of such
assignment.®

Public school students are prohibited from being taught by a classroom teacher who received a
performance evaluation rating of “needs improvement” or “unsatisfactory” if the student was

% Section 1002.20(6), F.S.

4 Section 1002.31(1), F.S.; Implementation of the plan by a district school board is optional. Section 1002.31(2), F.S.

5 Section 1002.31(3), F.S.

6 Section 1002.31(3), F.S.

7 Section 1012.42(1), F.S. The district school board must require the teacher to participate in a certification or staff
development program that is designed to provide the teacher with the necessary competencies to perform assigned duties. Id.
8 Section 1012.42(2), F.S.
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taught by a classroom teacher that received a performance rating of “needs improvement” or
“unsatisfactory” in the previous school year.®

Il. Effect of Proposed Changes:

SB 1552 provides fiscal transparency and expands educational choice options at the district,
state, and school level for parents to make informed decisions about their child’s education.

Educational Transparency

The bill requires a school district to notify parents of the estimated amount of funding'® allocated
to a student similar to their child, based upon grade level and level of support. This notification
may be included in the student handbook or similar publication.

Public School Educational Choice Options

The bill eliminates controlled open enrollment as the mechanism for making student school
assignments, and instead allows parents to choose to send their children to any school in the
district or state. Specifically, the bill:

e Requires each district school board to establish a public school parental choice policy and
post on its website a public school parental choice plan that authorizes a parent to choose to
enroll his or her child in any school in the district, including charter schools, subject to
capacity. Students are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis based upon the date and
time complete applications are received by the school district. The parent is responsible for
providing transportation.

e Allows a parent to choose to enroll his or her child in any public school in the state that has
not reached capacity. The parent is responsible for providing transportation. The school
district must report the student for purposes of the district’s funding pursuant to the Florida
Education Finance Program.

e Defines capacity to mean a school in which the capital outlay full-time equivalent (FTE)
enrollment exceeds 95 percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its
nonrelocatable facilities. If a school’s initial design incorporated relocatable or modular
instructional space, the term “capacity” must mean a school in which the capital outlay FTE
enrollment exceeds 95 percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its core facilities.

Notification and Ability to Change Teachers

The bill creates two types of mechanisms for a parent to request transfer of his or her child to a

different teacher:

e Each district school board to establish a transfer process for a parent to request his or her
child to be transferred to another classroom teacher. The transfer process must be published

9 Section 1012.2315(6), F.S. For elementary school students, this probation applies to any subject, while the prohibition for
middle school and high school students are limited to teachers who receive the performance evaluations in the same subject
area. Id. A parent may provide written consent to exempt extracurricular courses from this prohibition. Id.

10 The funding amount is the average amount of money estimated to be expended from all sources, state, local, and federal,
including operating and capital outlay expenses.
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in the student handbook or similar publication. A school must grant or deny the transfer
within 2 weeks after receiving a request for such transfer. If a request is denied, the school
must notify the parent of the denial and provide reasons for the denial.

e A parent to request a transfer of his or her child to another classroom teacher within the
school and grade upon receipt of written notification that the child’s assigned teacher is an
out-of-field teacher. The bill requires school districts to grant parents’ requests for such
transfers within 2 weeks; however, parents do not have the right to choose a specific teacher.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2015.
V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Fiscal Impact Statement:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:
None.
C. Government Sector Impact:
None.
VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VII. Related Issues:

None.
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VIII. Statutes Affected:

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 1002.20, 1002.31,
1002.33, 1002.451, 1006.15, and 1012.42.

This bill creates section 1003.3101 of the Florida Statutes.

IX. Additional Information:

A. Committee Substitute — Statement of Changes:
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.)
None.

B. Amendments:
None.

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate.
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A bill to be entitled

An act relating to parent and student rights; amending
s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing the right of a parent to
know the average amount of money expended for the
education of his or her child; requiring the
Department of Education to provide each school
district with such information and requiring the
school districts to provide notification to parents;
authorizing the information to be published in the
student handbook or a similar publication; conforming
a provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
1002.31, F.S.; deleting the definition of and
provisions relating to controlled open enrollment;
requiring each school district to instead establish a
public school parental choice policy that allows
students to attend any public school that has not
reached capacity in their district; requiring
assignments to be made on a first-come, first-served
basis; defining the term “capacity” for the purposes
of a district school board public school parental
choice plan; authorizing a parent to enroll his or her
child in any public school that has not reached
capacity in the state; amending s. 1002.33, F.S.;
requiring a charter school with space available to be
open to any student in the state; amending s.
1002.451, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made
by the act; creating s. 1003.3101, F.S.; requiring
each school district board to establish a classroom

teacher transfer process for parents, approve or deny
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a request within a certain timeframe, and post an
explanation of the transfer process in the student
handbook; amending s. 1006.15, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.

1012.42, F.S.; authorizing a parent who receives
notification that a teacher is teaching outside his or
her field to request that his or her child be
transferred to another classroom teacher within the
school and grade in which the child is currently

enrolled; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) and paragraph
(a) of subsection (13) of section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and subsection (25) is added to that section, to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(6) EDUCATIONAL CHOICE.—

(a) Public school choices.—Parents of public school
students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
applicable and available to students in their school districts.

These options may include public school parental choice

rtrolled—open—enreliment, single-gender programs, lab schools,

virtual instruction programs, charter schools, charter technical
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career centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special
programs, auditory-oral education programs, advanced placement,
dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate, International
General Certificate of Secondary Education (pre-AICE), Advanced
International Certificate of Education, early admissions, credit
by examination or demonstration of competency, the New World
School of the Arts, the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind, and the Florida Virtual School. These options may also
include the public school choice options of the Opportunity
Scholarship Program and the McKay Scholarships for Students with
Disabilities Program.

(13) STUDENT RECORDS.—

(a) Parent rights.—Parents have rights regarding the
student records of their children, including the right of
access, the right of waiver of access, the right to challenge
and hearing, and the right of privacy, in accordance with #he

provisiens—ef s. 1002.22.
(25) FISCAL TRANSPARENCY.—A parent has the right to know

the average amount of money estimated to be expended from all

sources, state, local, and federal, for the education of his or

her child, including operating and capital outlay expenses. The

department shall annually provide each district the estimated

amount of funding allocated for a student in the district by

grade level and level of support. Each district must notify

parents of the estimated amount of funding allocated for a

student similar to their child, based upon grade level and level

of support. The fiscal transparency notification may be included

in the student handbook or a similar publication.

Section 2. Section 1002.31, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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read:
1002.31 centrelledeopen—enretliment; Public school parental
choice.—
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(1)42)» Each district school board shall establish a public

school parental choice policy that authorizes a parent to choose

to enroll his or her child in and transport his or her child to

any public school that has not reached capacity, including
charter schools, in the district. This policy may—effer

1led 11 + SN £ Bl 1 1 hieh is in
rtrorrea—opeh—eR¥roTrTmeRt—WthTi re—paort SEf =+ (gz==szsd

addition to the existing choice programs, such as virtual
instruction programs, magnet schools, alternative schools,
special programs, advanced placement, and dual enrollment.

(2) 43> Each district school board effering rErolled—open

enrotiment shall adopt by rule and post on its website a public

school parental choice rtrolled—open—enroliment plan which

must:
(a) Adhere to federal desegregation requirements.

(b) Include an application process required to participate

in public school parental choice rtrolted—open—enrotiment that

allows parents to declare school preferences, including
placement of siblings within the same school.

(c) Assign students on a first-come, first-served basis

based upon the date and time complete applications are received

by the school district PrewvideaJlettery pr dure—to—determin
+134 + 3 + = +ab] h 1 £ i dahi
tudentassigament—andestabliish an appealts—pr ss—feor—hardship
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in multiple session schools

Cases,
(d) Afford parents of students
preferred access % ntrolled open—enroliment
(e) Maintain socioeconomic, demographic, and racial
balance.

(f) Address the availability of transportation.

(g) Define the term “capacity”

as a school in which the

capital outlay FTE enrollment exceeds 95 percent of the space

and occupant design capacity of its

nonrelocatable facilities.

However, if a school’s initial design incorporated relocatable

or modular instructional space, the

term “capacity” shall mean a

school in which the capital outlay FTE enrollment exceeds 95

percent of the space and occupant design capacity of its core

facilities.

(3) A parent may choose to enroll his or her child in and

transport his or her child to any public school that has not

reached capacity, including charter

schools, in any school

district in the state. The school district shall accept the

student and report the student for purposes of the district’s

funding pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program.

(4) For a student in grades 9 through 12, interscholastic

and intrascholastic extracurricular

student activity eligibility

may be impacted by choosing to attend a school other than the

school assigned by the district.

(5)44)> In accordance with the reporting requirements of s.

1011.62, each district school board shall annually report the

number of students attending the various types of public schools

of choice in the district, including schools such as virtual

instruction programs, magnet schools, and public charter
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schools, according to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education.

(6)+45)» For a school or program that is a public school of
choice under this section, the calculation for compliance with
maximum class size pursuant to s. 1003.03 is the average number
of students at the school level.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (10) of section
1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(10) ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—

(a) A charter school must shald be open to any student
covered in an interdistrict agreement or residing in the school
district in which the charter school is located; however, in the
case of a charter lab school, the charter lab school must shal+
be open to any student eligible to attend the lab school as
provided in s. 1002.32 or who resides in the school district in

which the charter lab school is located. A charter school with

space available must be open to any student in the state,

pursuant to s. 1002.31(2). Any eligible student must shkald be

allowed interdistrict transfer to attend a charter school when
based on good cause. Good cause includes shail—irnetude, but is
not limited to, geographic proximity to a charter school in a
neighboring school district.

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1002.451, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.451 District innovation school of technology program.—

(1) DISTRICT INNOVATION SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY.—

(c) An innovation school of technology must be open to any

student covered in an interdistrict agreement or residing in the

Page 6 of 12
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2015 SB 1552

30-00726B-15 20151552

school district in which the innovation school of technology is
located. An innovation school of technology shall enroll an
eligible student who submits a timely application if the number
of applications does not exceed the capacity of a program,
class, grade level, or building. If the number of applications
exceeds capacity, all applicants shall have an equal chance of
being admitted through a public random selection process.
However, a district may give enrollment preference to students
who identify the innovation school of technology as the

student’s preferred choice pursuant to the district’s public

school parental choice ntrelledopen—enrellment plan.

Section 5. Section 1003.3101, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003.3101 Additional school choice options.—Each school

district board shall establish a transfer process for a parent

to request his or her child be transferred to another classroom

teacher. A school must grant or deny the transfer within 2 weeks

after receiving a request. If a request for transfer is denied,

the school shall notify the parent and specify the reasons for a

denial. An explanation of the transfer process must be made

available in the student handbook or a similar publication.

Section 6. Paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of subsection (3)
of section 1006.15, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1006.15 Student standards for participation in
interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular student
activities; regulation.—

(3)

(c) An individual home education student is eligible to

participate at the public school to which the student would be
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assigned according to district school board attendance area

policies or which the student could choose to attend pursuant to

public school parental choice distriet—orinterdistriet

rErolted—open—enroliment provisions, or may develop an

agreement to participate at a private school, in the
interscholastic extracurricular activities of that school,
provided the following conditions are met:

1. The home education student must meet the requirements of
the home education program pursuant to s. 1002.41.

2. During the period of participation at a school, the home
education student must demonstrate educational progress as
required in paragraph (b) in all subjects taken in the home
education program by a method of evaluation agreed upon by the
parent and the school principal which may include: review of the
student’s work by a certified teacher chosen by the parent;
grades earned through correspondence; grades earned in courses
taken at a Florida College System institution, university, or
trade school; standardized test scores above the 35th
percentile; or any other method designated in s. 1002.41.

3. The home education student must meet the same residency
requirements as other students in the school at which he or she
participates.

4. The home education student must meet the same standards
of acceptance, behavior, and performance as required of other
students in extracurricular activities.

5. The student must register with the school his or her
intent to participate in interscholastic extracurricular
activities as a representative of the school before the

beginning date of the season for the activity in which he or she
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233| wishes to participate. A home education student must be able to 262 charter school student must demonstrate educational progress as
234 participate in curricular activities if that is a requirement 263 required in paragraph (b).
235| for an extracurricular activity. 264 3. The charter school student must meet the same residency
236 6. A student who transfers from a home education program to 265| requirements as other students in the school at which he or she
237 a public school before or during the first grading period of the 266| participates.
238| school year is academically eligible to participate in 267 4. The charter school student must meet the same standards
239| interscholastic extracurricular activities during the first 268| of acceptance, behavior, and performance that are required of
240| grading period provided the student has a successful evaluation 269| other students in extracurricular activities.
241 from the previous school year, pursuant to subparagraph 2. 270 5. The charter school student must register with the school
242 7. Any public school or private school student who has been 271 his or her intent to participate in interscholastic
243| wunable to maintain academic eligibility for participation in 272| extracurricular activities as a representative of the school
244 interscholastic extracurricular activities is ineligible to 273| Dbefore the beginning date of the season for the activity in
245| participate in such activities as a home education student until 274 which he or she wishes to participate. A charter school student
246 the student has successfully completed one grading period in 275| must be able to participate in curricular activities if that is
247| home education pursuant to subparagraph 2. to become eligible to 276| a requirement for an extracurricular activity.
248| participate as a home education student. 2717 6. A student who transfers from a charter school program to
249 (d) An individual charter school student pursuant to s. 278| a traditional public school before or during the first grading
250 1002.33 is eligible to participate at the public school to which 279| period of the school year is academically eligible to
251 the student would be assigned according to district school board 280| participate in interscholastic extracurricular activities during
252| attendance area policies or which the student could choose to 281| the first grading period if the student has a successful
253| attend, pursuant to district or interdistrict public school 282| evaluation from the previous school year, pursuant to
254| parental choice atreolledeopen—enreltlment provisions, in any 283| subparagraph 2.
255| 1interscholastic extracurricular activity of that school, unless 284 7. Any public school or private school student who has been
256| such activity is provided by the student’s charter school, if 285| unable to maintain academic eligibility for participation in
257| the following conditions are met: 286| interscholastic extracurricular activities is ineligible to
258 1. The charter school student must meet the requirements of 287| participate in such activities as a charter school student until
259| the charter school education program as determined by the 288| the student has successfully completed one grading period in a
260 charter school governing board. 289 charter school pursuant to subparagraph 2. to become eligible to
261 2. During the period of participation at a school, the 290| participate as a charter school student.
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(e) A student of the Florida Virtual School full-time

program may participate in any interscholastic extracurricular

activity at the public school to

which the student would be

assigned according to district school board attendance area

policies or which the student could choose to attend, pursuant

to district or interdistrict public school parental choice

rErolted—open—enroliment policies, if the student:

1. During the period of participation in the

interscholastic extracurricular activity, meets the requirements

in paragraph (a).

2. Meets any additional requirements as determined by the

board of trustees of the Florida
3. Meets the same residency
in the school at which he or she
4. Meets the same standards
performance that are required of

extracurricular activities.

Virtual School.

requirements as other students
participates.

of acceptance, behavior, and

other students in

5. Registers his or her intent to participate in

interscholastic extracurricular activities with the school

before the beginning date of the

season for the activity in

which he or she wishes to participate. A Florida Virtual School

student must be able to participate in curricular activities if

that is a requirement for an extracurricular activity.

Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 1012.42, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.42 Teacher teaching out-of-field.—
(2) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—When a teacher in a district

school system is assigned teaching duties in a class dealing

with subject matter that is outside the field in which the

Page 11 of 12

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334

Florida Senate - 2015 SB 1552

30-00726B-15 20151552
teacher is certified, outside the field that was the applicant’s
minor field of study, or outside the field in which the

applicant has demonstrated sufficient subject area expertise, as
determined by district school board policy in the subject area

to be taught, the parents of all students in the class shall be

notified in writing of such assignment. A parent that receives

this notification may, after the October student membership

survey, request that his or her child be transferred to another

classroom teacher within the school and grade in which the child

is currently enrolled. The school district shall grant the

parent’s request and transfer the student to a different

classroom teacher within a reasonable period of time, not to

exceed 2 weeks. This does not provide a parent the right to

choose a specific teacher.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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This form is part of the public record for this meeting. S-001 (10/14/14)
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OATH OF OFFICE

(Art. I1. § 5(b), Fla. Const.) RECEIVED
STATE OF FLORIDA " :

County of Leoos A5 FEB 10 pM b: 3}

DS‘{jSiDN OF ELECTIONS

‘ Al AHAS
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that [ will support, protect, and defend the SCE;)Ei}sﬁ{uﬁon and
Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold
office under the Constitution of the State, and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of

St RD  oF EWeATIon
(Title of Office)

on which I am now about to enter, so help me God.

INOTE: If you affirm, you may omit the words “so help me God.” See § 92.52, Fla. Stat.]

Signature 4
Sworn 1o and subscribed before me this f%’ay of [ Zém ¢t7 2018~

Signdture of Officer Administering Qath or of Notary Publi

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Publi

& %1 MY COMMISSION 8 EE 179657
osns  EXPIRES: March 15, 2016
PRI i Undorwri

Personally Known [Z~"0OR Produced Identification [']

Type of Identification Produced

My gy wAm et Wt M W SEm Gem Gum Ve MM WY S St R ER Wd B BN MW PN pAN U G Gmn Sy M G Wy M MY WK MAS ) N M M W e M e e vt e Tam M ey

ACCEPTANCE

I accept the office listed in the above Oath of Office.

Mailing Address: %e DOfﬁce

2245 SW MayELonlew Te Mewser #. QLEWicK
Street or Post Office Box Print name as you desire commission issued
(A _crry ©e  34% A
City, State, Zip Code Signature

DS-DE 56 (Rev, 02/10)
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(GOVERNOR
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January 26, 2015

Secretary Kenneth W, Detzner
Department of State

State of Florida

R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Dear Secretary Detzner:

Please be advised I have made the following appointment under the provisions
of Section 1001.01, Florida Statutes:

Mr, Michael H. Olenick
2215 Southwest Mayflower Drive
Palm City, Florida 34990

as a member of the State Board of Education, succeeding Ada Armas, subject to
confirmation by the Senate. This appointment is effective January 23, 2015, for a
term ending December 31, 2016.

Sincerely,

C

Rick Scott
Governor

RS/pb

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 « (850) 488-2272
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SENATE CONFIRMATION
The information from this questionnaire will be used by the Florida Senate in considering actondn your confirmation.
The questionnaire MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL. Answer “none” or “not applicable” where appropriafe. &= &

" veEm

Please type or print in blue or black ink. ~
| 15 FEB 10 pifliz 43
‘ Date Completed
' DIViiL: 58 ULFCTONS
1. Name: - OENICK /Ml CHA Eé_ggmgp'm% v ':%;:“{53 ~ fb
Mr./Mrs./Ms. Last First Middle/Maiden
2. Business Address: Ja'{ S. /M onkoe $7 WCLAM{Q /e
#‘ Street . Office # City
22 ( FL 22397 S2%0/
‘Post Office Box State 4 Zip Code Area Code/Phone Number
3. Residence Address: ZZ-({ Sw MAYELD L\)E?é M /’44/“ (’/T/
Street ) City Count//
Fo J¥990
Post Office Box State Zip Code Area Code/Phone Number
Specify the preferred mailing address: Business I:I ’ Residence B/ Fax #
_ (optional)

4. A. List all your places of residence for the last five (5) yeats.

Address . City & State From To
HeY FRAVK SHAW  TULLAHASICe . Zowc 20¢]
2015 S MAYCeodeaw  FALM CiTy 21t —

N /

B. List all your former and current residences outside of Florida that you have maintained at any time during adulthood.

Address City & State From To

5. Date of Birth: _ o : Place of Birth: - . - - -

6. Social Security Number:

o

7. Driver License Number; . }suing State:

8. Have you ever used or been known by any other legal name? Yes[d No U/If “Yes” Explain




9. Are you a United States citizen? Yes No If “No” explain:

e

If you are a naturalized citizen, date of naturalization

10. Since what year have you been a continuous resident of Florida? , “7 ﬂﬂ

11. Are you a registered Florida voter?  Yes No[d If“Yes”list:
A. County of Reg1strat10n NART A/ ) B. Current Party Afﬁhatlon fﬁ/ IRL/ C"'.\)

.‘L*-

12. Education -
A. High School: Eﬂﬁ'r%) I{l S H /mi mf\} //4 Year Graduated: /6 7’0

(Name and Location)

B. List all postsecondary educational institutions attended:

Name & Location Dates Attended Certificates/Degrees Received

Getry 6 Zvég Colue yt (972 -72 -

LAFAETTE Gue(c, Mitd /4 (322 (91Y B - Gour [ L€croncy EL.
Noud Covmitdamenr’  1%474-77 TP,

13. Are you or have you ever been a member of the armed forces of the United States? ~ Yes[J No B/If “Yes™ list:

A. Dates of Service:
B. Branch or Component:
C. Date & type of discharge:

14. Have you ever been arrested, charged, or indicted for violation of any federal, state, county, or municipal law, regulation, or
ordinance? (Exclude traffic violations for which a fine or civil penalty of $150 or less was paid.) Yes[d No E)I?Yes”

give details:

Date Place Nature Disposition

15. Concerning your current employer and for all of your employment during the last five years, list your employer’s name, business
address, type of business, occupation or job title, and period(s) of employment.

06’

16. Have you ever been employed by any state, district, or local governmental agency in Florida?  Yes B/ No []
If “Yes”, 1dent1fy the position(s), the name(s) of the employing agency, and the period(s) of employment:

Posmon IR N i Emgloymg Agency a J Period of Employment
Asspator, s’ /Pr‘"/ .. BRodAeD /S'T‘ ¢veie . . 1917 19YT- S
MART ASST o+ Codvf Any MALTI D | COYNTS (99 - (90
POE /-H?ﬁl. Ro €’ 7 G e€dL Covwsel / [%96- 2000

/

Employer’s Name & Address Type of Business Occupation/Job Title Period of Employment )
ModeAuni < £ovP Codeneserion V. /. (088 AN 24062015 €yt
(00 Mice Pudio £i CHIEF Complmg ey

DAnRBudY CT '







B. If your service was on an appointed board(s), committee(s), or council(s):

Moy
I

(1) How frequently were meetings scheduled:

(2) If you missed any of the regularly scheduled meetings, state the number of meetings you attended, the number you missed,
and the reasons(s) for your absence(s).

Meetings Attended Meetings Missed Reason for Absence

20. Has probable cause ever been fo&x}tbﬁﬁou were in violation of Part ITI, Chapter 112, F.S., the Code of Ethics for Public Officers
and Employees? Yes{d No If “Yes”, give details:

Date Nature of Violation Dispesition

21. Have you ever been suspended from any office by the Governor of the State of Florida? Yes O No M‘Yes”, list:

A. Title of office: C. Reason for suspension:

B. ‘Date of suspension: ‘D. Result: Reinstated [ ] Removed [] Resigned ]
22. Have you previously been appointed to any office that required confirmation by the Florida Senate? Yes O wNo
If “Yes”, list:
A. Title of Office:
B. Term of Appointment:

C. Confirmation results:

s I
¥ T

23. Have you ever bgen refused a fidelity, surety, performance, or other bond? ~ Yes 0O N :mes”,rexplain: e,

T

s I B

T T

R T e - :
24, Have you held or do you hold an occupational or professional license or certificate in the State of Florida? Yes No O3
If “Yes”, provide the title and number, original issue date, and issuing authority. If any disciplinary action (fine, probation,

suspension, revocation, disbarment) has ever been taken against you by the issuing authority, state the type and date of the

action taken:
License/Certificate Original
Title & Number Issue Date Issuing Authori Disciplinary Action/Date

Nod ¢

st

02 3953 191 - CAA

PR i f ¥

25. A. Have you, or businesses of which you have been and owner, officer, or employee, held any contractual or other direct
dealings during the last four (4) years with any state or local governmental agency in Florida, including the office or agency

to which you have been appointed or are seeking appointment? Yes No[Qd If“Yes”, explain:
Name of Business Your Relationship to Business Business® Relationship to Agency

Browren vy V.2 ConsTeve rio)
odance PyB. Sottoas . p C o STRYCTOL)
Chat"Leret Cl duknm V7 Codéncv o




B. Have members of your immediate family (spouse, child parents(s), siblings(s)), or businesses of which members of your
immediate family have been owners, officers, or employees held any contractual or other direct dealings during the last

four (4) years with any state or local governmental agencyin Florida, including the office or agency to which you have been
appointed or are seeking appointment? Yes [J No If “Yes”, explain: -

) Family Member’s Family Member’s . . Business’® Relationship . ]
Name of Business Relationship to You Relationship to Business to Agency 3

26. Have you ever been a reg‘isztgﬁi/ lobbyist or have you lobbied at any level of government at any time during the past five
(5) years? Yes[] No '

A. Did you receive any compensation other than reimbursement for expenses? Yes[J No [}

B. Name of agency or entity you lobbied and the principal(s) you represented:

Principal Represented

Agency Lobbied

27. List three persons who have known you well within the past five (5) years. Include a current, complete address and
telephone number. Exclude your relatives and members of the Florida Senate.

Area Code/Phone Number

Name . Mailing Address - ) Zip Code

Lev Bie Sauydno’. .
S B Neqeoo

Datw CA~vNOA) L

n

28. Name any business, professional, occupational, civic, or fraternal organizations(s) of which you are now a member, or of
which you have been a member during the past five (5) years, the organization address(es), and date(s) of your membership(s).

Name- -~ - ° Mailing Address - : © - ¢+ *.fﬁce(s)Held&Ténn" - Date(s[beélﬁi)e}sth
L4 Pac ' (277 - Atacodt

29. Do you know of any reason why you will not bcalyﬁ'o attend fully to the duties of the office or position to which you
have been or will be appointed? Yes[J No If “Yes”, explain:




MEMORANDUM

AS A GENERAL MATTER, APPLICATIONS FOR ALL POSITIONS
WITHIN STATE GOVERNMENT ARE PUBLIC RECORDS WHICH
MAY BE VIEWED BY ANYONE UPON REQUEST. HOWEVER,
THERE ARE SOME EXEMPTIONS FROM THE.PUBLIC RECORDS
LAW FOR IDENTIFYING INFORMATION RELATING TO PAST
AND PRESENT LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND THEIR
FAMILIES, VICTIMS OF CERTAIN CRIMES, ETC. IF YOU
BELIEVE AN EXEMPTION FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS LAW
APPLIES TO YOUR SUBMISSION, PLEASE CHECK THIS BOX.

[ ] Yes, I assert that identifying information provided in this application
should be excluded from inspection under the Public Records Law.

Because: (please provide cite.)__

IF YOU NEED ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE AS TO THE
APPLICABILITY OFANY PUBLIC RECORDS LAW EXEMPTION
TO YOUR SITUATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL.

‘ p J G o
Tauaha“’é’é“Ffonda‘S' 2359
(850) 245-0150




CERTIFICATION

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF Leon

Before me, the undersigned Notary Public of Florida, personally appeared L e

ichige! H. Olensek m% Li‘f‘\
who, after bemg duty sworn, say: (1) that he/she has carefully and personally prep&'f Lor rdﬁﬂ
the answers to the foregoing questions; (2) that the information contained in said an%gzvers iso
complete and true; and (3) that he/she will, as an appointee, fully support the Constlfﬁtlons of xj%e
United States and of the State of Florida. s

Signature of Applicant-Affiant

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _&_ day of m?_, 20_@”'

A Y AL

Signature of Notary Public-State of Florida
W0 ANNETTET BULLOCK

S @ W MY COMMISSION # EE 179697
Tren |, EXPIRES: March 15,2016

(Print, Type, or Stamp Co TR T 8lic)

My commission expires:

Personally Known OR  Produced Identification [ ]

Type of Identification Produced




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org Pam Stewart
Commissioner of Education

State Board of Education

Gary Chartrand, Chair
John R. Padget, Vice Chair
Members

John A. Colén

Marva Johnson

Rebecca Fishman Lipsey
Michael Olenick

Andy Tuck

March 12, 2015

The Honorable Don Gaetz

The Florida Senate

420 Senate Office Building

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100

Dear President Gaetz:

Thank you for your letter of February 26, 2015. I hope this information provides you with a
snapshot of where districts are in meeting their technology requirements for assessment,
accountability, and digital classrooms, as well as a summary of the support and guidance that has
been provided by the state. Ihave repeated your questions in italics below with my response
beneath each question.

1. Please identify statewide technical standards or guidance that the Department of Education
has provided to districts and schools to support the delivery of the online test assessments and
digital classroom requirements as directed by statute.

Florida has been working diligently to improve digital learning in education. Historically,
districts have used federal, state, and local funds to improve access to technology for students
and teachers. The department supports districts with their implementation of technology and
digital learning by publishing recommended technology specifications and guidance for
implementation, providing planning tools for online assessments, and training on digital
instruction. Specifically, the department has published recommended specifications for wireless,
bandwidth, and devices for over a decade. In 2003, the department began surveying districts
through the Technology Resources Inventory (TRI). Since 2010-11, districts have certified their
readiness for computer-based assessments to the department. In summer 2015, regional trainings
will be conducted on improving digital instruction. Additional information regarding the
department’s educational technology efforts can be found at http://www.fldoe.org/about-
us/division-of-technology-info-services/bureau-of-edu-tech.stml.

The most recent recommendations are linked below.

- Wireless Technology Guidelines:
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5658/urlt/0097848-wireless-tech-specs.pdf
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- Device and Bandwidth Guidelines:
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5658/urlt/0097849-device-
bandwidthtechspecs.pdf

In August of 2014, as required in s. 1011.62, F.S., the department created a five-year state
Digital Classrooms Plan (DCP), which integrates digital learning into the mission and goals of
the agency. The plan continues to assist districts by providing technology requirements that
districts should strive toward meeting through the planning and implementation of the district
DCP. Governor Scott recommended and the legislature approved a $40 million appropriation in
the 2014-15 budget. The department was required to provide districts a DCP template to be
completed prior to distribution of their portion of the allocation. In the DCP template, each
district was required to establish baseline and target measurements for the integration of
technology using the Technology Integration Matrix (TIM), which is the tool used to measure
the integration of technology with teaching and learning in the classroom. The DCP planning
process encouraged districts to use this department guidance to establish their individual goals
for implementing digital learning.

The five-year state DCP and the district DCP template were posted August 15, 2014. As
required, the five-year state DCP is posted at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5658/urlt/0097843-fdoedigitalclassroomsplan.doc.
Districts submitted their school board-approved DCP to the department for approval before
receiving funding. All approved digital classrooms plans are posted at
http://www.fldoe.org/about-us/division-of-technology-info-services/dcp.stml.

a. Standards to identify security requirements necessary to ensure Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act (FERPA) compliance to protect the privacy of student education records.

Florida continues to maintain compliance with FERPA to protect the privacy of student
education records. As a result of the executive order released by Governor Rick Scott
(September 23, 2013), the department conducted a student data privacy review. The
recommendations can be found at http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5390/urlt/0081020-
datasecurityreport.pdf.

b. Standards to identify the device quantity, device types, and device attributes necessary to
support reliable access by Florida students and teachers to electronic resources. Examples of
device types include: desktops, laptops, tablets, and netbooks. Device attributes include, but are
not limited to, the central processing unit (CPU) requirements, monitor size and resolution,
browser, networking, and storage requirements.

The department has provided districts with recommendations on student device specifications
and districts have full flexibility in choosing which devices to purchase.
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Device Quantity —

In the DCP, each district is required to establish a baseline and set their own target device ratio
for students based on their instructional goals. Student devices are recommended to be
multifunctional and meet the standard to be used for the Florida Standards Assessments and Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards end-of-course assessments. Additionally, the specific
instructional needs of the student and level of digital learning implementation in the classroom
are things that districts should take into consideration. Examples of this include Florida
Standards requirements, grade- and course-appropriate access for technology skills, and
appropriate access to digital content and instructional materials. Department specifications are
set such that a single device could meet all educational needs to avoid the duplicative costs of
utilizing multiple devices to meet instructional and assessment requirements.

Device Types and Attributes —

In the five-year state DCP, districts and schools are provided recommended specifications for
devices. The types of devices that could meet specifications include desktops, laptops (including
netbooks and ultrabooks), web-thin client computers (including chromebooks), and large screen
tablets (9.5” screen size or larger). These types of devices are recommended because they could
meet the needs of digital learning in the classroom as well as the requirements for statewide
computer-based assessments.

Specifications cover all types of devices and include specifications for device operating system,
memory, connectivity, security, and screen size and resolution. These can be found at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5658/urlt/0097849-device-bandwidthtechspecs.pdf.

c. Standards to include the connectivity requirements, internal and external, to support peak
anticipated use that will ensure network performance and ensure reliable access to electronic
resources.

In the five-year state DCP, districts and schools are provided recommended specifications for
school bandwidth and classroom wireless access. In the district DCP, each district is required to
establish a target goal for the improvement of bandwidth and wireless access. The most recent
department-recommended bandwidth specifications are based on the State Educational
Technology Directors Association May 2012 publication The Broadband Imperative:
Recommendations to Address K-12 Education Infrastructure Needs
(http://www.setda.org/web/guest/broadbandimperative).
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Recommended Bandwidth Specifications

External Connection to Internet

100 kilobytes per second (kbps) per student or
faster

Internal School Network 1,000 kbps per student or faster

Recommended Wireless Technology Specifications

Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE) Protocol 802.11n (540 mbps bandwidth)
Equipment Standard

Wireless Access Hardware the access point and the students

Ratio of 10-15 students or less per one access
point/antenna in a classroom setting
No structural walls or physical barriers between

Wireless controller technology to enable access
point load-balancing for optimum wireless
access point utilization

2. Please provide an inventory, by school and district, of the current statewide technology
resources.

The department conducts the TRI twice per year with schools and districts. This is used as a
measurement tool for school technology inventory and is aligned with the baseline and target
goals established for each district in their DCP. The fall 2014 TRI is posted at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7482/urlt/Fall2014TRIData.xls. A school-by-school

inventory used for this analysis can be found at
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7482/urlt/2014FallGapAnalysisSchool Technology.xls

and includes the following information:

District name

School name

School membership counts

Number of classrooms

Count of student devices that meet specifications, including desktops, mobile laptops,
web-thin clients, and tablets

Student to device ratio (based on student membership)

Number and percent of classrooms with wireless connection meeting industry standard or
greater

Allotted speed of internet bandwidth available to the school and count of schools meeting
the 100 kbps per student standard
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3. Please compare the inventory to the statewide technical standards and identify any gaps
discovered by school and by district.

Through the district DCP process, each district was required to complete a DCP template.
Section 2 of the DCP template was the strategy section that required a district needs analysis,
goals for each area of the DCP, and a theory of action. The goals established in this section
identify the strategy each district has chosen to implement using the DCP allocation. This
includes district goals for student to device ratio, percent of schools meeting the bandwidth
standard, and the percent of classrooms meeting the wireless standard. Using this data, the
department has analyzed the current situation reported on the TRI and the goals established by
the district DCP. This resulted in a calculated gap that each district is working to close. Attached
is district-specific information including these three main data points:

- Count of student devices compared to DCP ratio
- Percent of classrooms meeting wireless standard
- Schools meeting bandwidth standard

4. Please provide a cost and time estimate to address the gaps and transition the current
technical environment into compliance with the statewide technical standards.

Using the district DCP goals and the gap estimate outlined in question 3, the department has
completed an analysis of a cost and time estimate for devices, wireless, and bandwidth. This
analysis does not include other key components for digital learning implementation such as
professional development, digital tools, and digital content. Depending on district goals, these
components may be included in the district DCP. The department will evaluate the
implementation of these other components through the use of the TIM.

Wireless cost estimates used in this analysis are based on industry standards. The estimate for
wireless access is $1,100 per classroom. This does not include other potential costs such as
installation and wiring. Bandwidth cost estimates are based on a recent survey of school district
actual costs for bandwidth, which calculates to $0.1805 kbps. This does not include federal E-
rate funds available to districts or other potential costs such as routers, firewalls, and related
software. These other potential costs will vary depending on district conditions.

The cost estimate of $400 per device used in this analysis is based on the department’s review of
typical device vendors. The department completed a study of four device types at various
attribute levels to identify an average price for a device. In addition, we know that the State of
Maine reduced their costs per device by approximately one-third by negotiating a statewide
multi-year contract. This average price estimate is based on a sample of devices that meet
specifications and, depending on district choice of device type and attributes, the average price
per device would change.
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Districts have been developing local plans to fund technology initiatives since at least 2006-07,
when technology was rolled into the Florida Education Finance Program base. For example,
districts currently report 1.1 million student devices in use that meet specifications and were
purchased prior to the 2014-15 $40 million allocation. This number establishes the baseline used
to calculate the gap of 733,092 more devices needed to meet district DCP goals as shown in the
attachment.

The cost estimate for these gaps can be found in the attached district-specific information for the
components of devices, wireless, and bandwidth. This analysis is based on the information we
have collected from districts and their current goals. Using the above cost estimates, the total
amount needed over ten years is approximately $323,888,347, with most districts planning to
achieve their goals in the next four years. Using the timelines each district has provided, the
amount needed to fund the first year is $105,482,033. The Governor’s budget recommendations
make a significant contribution of dedicated funding toward districts’ goals.

We trust this information will be helpful.

Sincerely,

St

Pam Stewart

Attachment

ce: Chairman John Legg
Chairman Jeremy Ring



FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis
March 2015

Student Devices Meeting Device Specifications
(FDOE Device Specifications can be found at fldoe.org)

Student Device

Student Student Device Cost
Device Gap District DCP  District DCP  Cost (Total @ (1 year @

District (Total) Goal Ratio Goal Date $400/device*)  $400/device*)
01 Alachua 27,344 1:1 2019 S 10,937,600 | $ 2,734,400
02 Baker 4,890 1:1 2019 S 1,956,000 | $ 489,000
03 Bay - 2:1 2017 S - S -
04 Bradford 1,805 1:1 2019 S 722,000 | S 180,500
05 Brevard 5,998 2:1 2017 S 2,399,200 | S 1,199,600
06 Broward 16,275 1:1 2018 S 6,510,000 | S 2,170,000
07 Calhoun 471 1:1 2017 S 188,400 | $ 94,200
08 Charlotte 3,732 2:1 2017 S 1,492,800 | $ 746,400
09 Citrus 847 2:1 2015 S 338,800 | S 338,800
10 Clay 2,222 2:1 2015 S 888,800 | S 888,800
11 Collier - 2:1 2016 S - S -
12 Columbia 3,864 2:1 2018 S 1,545,600 | $ 515,200
13 Dade 92,957 1:1 2019 S 37,182,800 | S 9,295,700
14 Desoto - 1:1 2019 S - S -
15 Dixie 290 1:1 2019 S 116,000 | $ 29,000
16 Duval 46,460 2:1 2017 S 18,584,000 | $ 9,292,000
17 Escambia - 3:1 2019 S - S -
18 Flagler - 1:1 2015 S - S -
19 Franklin 948 1:1 2016 S 379,200 | S 379,200
20 Gadsden 1,698 1:1 2019 S 679,200 | S 169,800
21 Gilchrist 1,755 1:1 2017 S 702,000 | S 351,000
22 Glades 765 1:1 2020 S 306,000 | S 61,200
23 Gulf 514 2:1 2018 S 205,600 | S 68,533
24 Hamilton - 1:1 2018 S - S -
25 Hardee 1,110 1:1 2019 S 444,000 | S 111,000
26 Hendry 3,578 1:1 2020 S 1,431,200 | $ 286,240
27 Hernando 6,822 2:1 2018 S 2,728,800 | S 909,600
28 Highlands 3,443 2:1 2016 S 1,377,200 | S 1,377,200
29 Hillsborough 193,991 1:1 2020 S 77,596,400 | S 15,519,280
30 Holmes 165 1:1 2019 S 66,000 | S 16,500
31 Indian River 6,171 1:1 2018 S 2,468,400 | S 822,800
32 Jackson 5,429 1:1 2016 S 2,171,600 | S 2,171,600
33 Jefferson 1,013 1:1 2015 S 405,200 | S 405,200
34 Lafayette 589 1:1 2019 S 235,600 | S 58,900
35 Lake - 1:1 2014 S - S -
36 Lee 10,397 1:1 2016 S 4,158,800 | S 4,158,800
37 Leon 14,795 1:1 2020 S 5,918,000 | S 1,183,600
38 Levy - 1:1 2018 S - S -
39 Liberty 77 1:1 2018 S 30,800 | S 10,267
40 Madison 639 1:1 2019 S 255,600 | S 63,900

March 12, 2015
* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing

- Indicates district DCP data is unclear




FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis
March 2015

Student Devices Meeting Device Specifications

(FDOE Device Specifications can be found at fldoe.org)

Student Device

Student Student Device Cost
Device Gap District DCP  District DCP  Cost (Total @ (1 year @

District (Total) Goal Ratio Goal Date $400/device*)  $400/device*)
41 Manatee - 2:1 2015 S - S -
42 Marion 2,334 2:1 2019 S 933,600 | S 233,400
43 Martin 10,070 1:1 2019 S 4,028,000 | S 1,007,000
44 Monroe 1,572 1:1 2019 S 628,800 | S 157,200
45 Nassau 6,397 1:1 2022 S 2,558,800 | S 365,543
46 Okaloosa - 3:1 2017 S - S -
47 Okeechobee 2,042 1:1 2019 S 816,800 | S 204,200
48 Orange 11,385 - - S 4,554,000 | S 4,554,000
49 Osceola 3,469 1:1 2020 S 1,387,600 | $ 277,520
50 Palm Beach 129,513 1:1 2020 S 51,805,200 | S 10,361,040
51 Pasco 10,344 3:1 2019 S 4,137,600 | S 1,034,400
52 Pinellas 11,255 2:1 2019 S 4,502,000 | S 1,125,500
53 Polk - 1:1 2017 S - S -
54 Putnam 1,877 1:1 2019 S 750,800 | S 187,700
55 St. Johns - 2:1 2015 S - S -
56 St. Lucie 420 2:1 2015 S 168,000 | S 168,000
57 Santa Rosa 2,942 1:1 2018 S 1,176,800 | S 392,267
58 Sarasota 7,550 1:1 2017 S 3,020,000 | S 1,510,000
59 Seminole 31,109 2:1 2019 S 12,443,600 | $ 3,110,900
60 Sumter 1,701 1:1 2019 S 680,400 | S 170,100
61 Suwannee 400 - - S 160,000 | S 160,000
62 Taylor 1,180 1:1 2017 S 472,000 | S 236,000
63 Union 888 1:1 2017 S 355,200 | S 177,600
64 Volusia 29,501 2:1 2019 S 11,800,400 | $ 2,950,100
65 Wakulla 487 1:1 - S 194,800 | S 194,800
66 Walton 2,868 1:1 2018 S 1,147,200 | $ 382,400
67 Washington 2,734 1:1 2019 S 1,093,600 | $ 273,400
68 Washington Special
69 FAMU Lab School - 1:1 2015 S - S 246,000
70 FAU Palm Beach 615 1:1 2017 S 246,000 | S 126,000
71 FAU St. Lucie 315 1:1 2015 S 126,000 | $ 64,000
72 FSU Broward 160 1:1 2017 S 64,000 | S 36,600
73 FSU Leon 183 1:1 2019 S 73,200 | $ 156,600
74 UF Lab School 1,566 1:1 2019 S 626,400 | S 122,267

Total Combined Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 323,888,347

Combined One-Year Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 105,482,033

March 12, 2015
* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing
- Indicates district DCP data is unclear



FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis

March 2015

% of Classrooms Meeting Wireless (802.11n) Standard

% of District = Total Number  Cost of Wireless Cost of Wireless
Classrooms DCP Goal of Classrooms (Total @ (1 year @

District Gap (Total) Date (Fall 2014 TRI) $1,100/classroom*) $1,100/classroom*)
01 Alachua 1.32% 2016 1,747 | $ 25,300 | S 25,300
02 Baker 0.00% 2017 313 | $ - S -
03 Bay 0.31% 2015 1,730 | S 6,600 | S 6,600
04 Bradford 0.00% 2016 208 | S - S -
05 Brevard 18.86% 2017 4522 | S 938,300 | $ 469,150
06 Broward 20.77% 2018 17,393 [ $ 3,973,200 | S 1,324,400
07 Calhoun 0.21% 2018 142 | S 1,100 | S 367
08 Charlotte 2.71% - 1,018 | $ 30,800 | S 30,800
09 Citrus 0.00% 2014 1,050 | S - S -
10 Clay 6.81% 2015 2,445 | $ 183,700 | S 183,700
11 Collier 0.08% - 2,858 | S 3,300 | S 3,300
12 Columbia 0.20% 2014 658 | S 2,200 | S 2,200
13 Dade 5.72% 2015 21,797 | S 1,371,700 | S 1,371,700
14 Desoto 0.00% 2014 294 | S - S -
15 Dixie 0.00% 2017 93 | S - S -
16 Duval 12.28% 2017 2,316 | $ 313,500 | $ 156,750
17 Escambia 14.13% 2016 2,530 | $ 393,800 | $ 393,800
18 Flagler 6.93% 2015 799 | S 61,600 | S 61,600
19 Franklin 90.00% 2015 81| S - S -
20 Gadsden 2.04% 2016 394 | S 9,900 | $ 9,900
21 Gilchrist 0.00% 2015 166 | S - S -
22 Glades 0.00% 2020 123 | S - S -
23 Gulf 1.00% 2015 122 | S 2,200 | S 2,200
24 Hamilton 2.50% 2017 95 | $ 3,300 | S 1,650
25 Hardee 0.00% 2016 324 | $ - S -
26 Hendry 85.47% 2020 435 | S 409,200 | S 81,840
27 Hernando 0.00% 2014 1,363 | S - S -
28 Highlands 0.00% 2014 769 | $ - S -
29 Hillsborough 3.63% 2016 12,903 | S 514,800 | $ 514,800
30 Holmes 10.00% 2017 256 | S - S -
31 Indian River 6.01% 2015 2,009 | $ 133,100 | S 133,100
32 Jackson 0.00% 2015 8371 $ - S -
33 Jefferson 25.00% 2016 841|S 23,100 | S 23,100
34 Lafayette 0.00% 2019 80| S - S -
35 Lake 0.00% 2014 2,406 | $ - S -
36 Lee 4.03% 2015 5380 | $ 238,700 | $ 238,700
37 Leon 46.45% 2020 2,394 | S 1,224,300 | S 244,860
38 Levy 55.79% 2018 352 | S 216,700 | $ 72,233
39 Liberty 30.00% 2018 117 | $ 39,600 | S 13,200
40 Madison 0.00% 2019 158 | S - S -

March 12, 2015
* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing
- Indicates district DCP data is unclear




FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis
March 2015

% of Classrooms Meeting Wireless (802.11n) Standard

% of District = Total Number  Cost of Wireless Cost of Wireless

Classrooms DCP Goal of Classrooms (Total @ (1 year @
District Gap (Total) Date (Fall 2014 TRI) $1,100/classroom*) $1,100/classroom*)
41 Manatee 2.62% 2016 3,008 | $ 86,900 | $ 86,900
42 Marion 26.61% 2019 2,435 | $ 712,800 | $ 178,200
43 Martin 0.96% 2014 1,105 | $ 12,100 | S 12,100
44 Monroe 9.35% 2014 530 | $ 55,000 | S 55,000
45 Nassau 2.95% 2014 657 | S 22,000 | S 22,000
46 Okaloosa 25.60% 2017 1,677 | $ 473,000 | S 236,500
47 Okeechobee 0.49% - 406 | $ 3,300 | S 3,300
48 Orange 10.38% 2019 11,890 | $ 1,358,500 | S 339,625
49 Osceola 4.66% 2017 3,493 | $ 179,300 | $ 89,650
50 Palm Beach 0.97% - 12,425 | S 133,100 | S 133,100
51 Pasco 12.00% 2024 1,544 | $ 204,600 | $ 22,733
52 Pinellas 44.06% - 6,430 | S 3,117,400 | S 3,117,400
53 Polk 3.65% 2017 6,312 | $ 254,100 | $ 127,050
54 Putnam 8.66% - 651 | S 62,700 | S 62,700
55 St. Johns 0.00% 2015 2,022 | $ - S -
56 St. Lucie 0.00% 2019 2,405 | $ - S -
57 Santa Rosa 0.00% - 1,540 | S - S -
58 Sarasota 1.95% 2017 3,067 | $ 66,000 | S 33,000
59 Seminole 0.42% 2014 3823 | S 18,700 | S 18,700
60 Sumter 11.30% 2016 500 | $ 62,700 | S 62,700
61 Suwannee 0.00% - 361 S - S -
62 Taylor 16.67% 2015 197 | $ 36,300 | S 36,300
63 Union 0.00% - 181 S - S -
64 Volusia 2.10% 2015 3,777 | $ 88,000 | $ 88,000
65 Wakulla 30.00% - 45| $ - S -
66 Walton 1.14% 2015 531 | S 7,700 | $ 7,700
67 Washington 0.00% 2019 244 | S - S -
68 Washington Special
69 FAMU Lab School 2.78% 2015 47 | $ - S -
70 FAU Palm Beach 0.00% 2018 | $ 99,000 | $ 24,750
71 FAU St. Lucie 100.00% 2019 39| S 42,900 | S 21,450
72 FSU Broward 100.00% 2017 Q0| S - S -
73 FSU Leon 0.00% 2019 70| S 4,400 | $ 1,100
74 UF Lab School 5.71% 2019 - S - S -

164,353 S 17,220,500 $ 10,145,208
Total Combined Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 323,888,347
Combined One Year Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 105,482,033

March 12, 2015
* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing
- Indicates district DCP data is unclear 4



FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis

March 2015

Schools Meeting Bandwidth Standard (100kbps/student)

Bandwidth  District DCP Cost of Bandwidth Cost of Bandwidth
District Gap (kbps) Goal Date (Total @ $0.18/kbps*) (1 year @ $0.18/kbps*)
01 Alachua 937,900 2016 S 169,291 | S 169,291
02 Baker 296,000 2019 S 53,428 | $ 13,357
03 Bay 314,600 - S 56,785 | $ 56,785
04 Bradford 17,800 2018 S 3,213 S 1,071
05 Brevard 1,057,500 2017 S 190,879 | $ 95,439
06 Broward 2,773,300 2018 S 500,581 | $ 166,860
07 Calhoun 96,000 2015 S 17,328 | $ 17,328
08 Charlotte 347,700 2019 S 62,760 | S 15,690
09 Citrus 861,100 2015 S 155,429 | S 155,429
10 Clay 206,600 2015 S 37,291 | $ 37,291
11 Collier 60,000 - S 10,830 | S 10,830
12 Columbia 120,000 2015 S 21,660 | S 21,660
13 Dade 8,128,000 2015 S 1,467,104 | S 1,467,104
14 Desoto 5,600 2017 S 1,011 | S 505
15 Dixie 14,800 2019 S 2,671 $ 668
16 Duval 9,080,100 2017 S 1,638,958 | S 819,479
17 Escambia 68,300 2015 S 12,328 | $ 12,328
18 Flagler 61,800 2015 S 11,155 | $ 11,155
19 Franklin 32,600 - S 5,884 | S 5,884
20 Gadsden 43,500 2016 S 7,852 [ S 7,852
21 Gilchrist - 2015 S - S -
22 Glades 16,400 2020 S 2,960 | $ 592
23 Gulf 7,200 2015 S 1,300 | $ 1,300
24 Hamilton - 2016 S - S -
25 Hardee - 2018 S - S -
26 Hendry 540,300 2018 S 97,524 | $ 32,508
27 Hernando 3,600 2015 S 650 | $ 650
28 Highlands - 2017 S - S -
29 Hillsborough 6,248,760 2014 S 1,127,901 | S 1,127,901
30 Holmes 63,800 2017 S 11,516 | S 5,758
31 Indian River 197,500 2014 S 35,649 | S 35,649
32 Jackson 490,000 2016 S 88,445 | S 88,445
33 Jefferson - 2017 S - S -
34 Lafayette - 2019 S - S -
35 Lake 1,521,500 2014 S 274,631 | $ 274,631
36 Lee 5,307,400 2015 S 957,986 | $ 957,986
37 Leon 261,100 2020 S 47,129 | S 9,426
38 Levy 70,900 2018 S 12,797 | S 4,266
39 Liberty 6,400 2014 S 1,155 | S 1,155
40 Madison 68,400 2015 S 12,346 | S 12,346

March 12, 2015

* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing

- Indicates district DCP data is unclear




FDOE District Technology Gap Analysis
March 2015

Schools Meeting Bandwidth Standard (100kbps/student)

Bandwidth  District DCP Cost of Bandwidth Cost of Bandwidth
District Gap (kbps) Goal Date (Total @ $0.18/kbps*) (1 year @ $0.18/kbps*)
41 Manatee 778,560 2014 S 140,530 | S 140,530
42 Marion 27,200 2016 S 4,910 | $ 4,910
43 Martin 1,800 - S 325 $ 325
44 Monroe - 2019 S - S -
45 Nassau 82,400 2014 S 14,873 | S 14,873
46 Okaloosa 1,193,400 2017 S 215,409 | $ 107,704
47 Okeechobee - - S - S -
48 Orange 1,147,900 2015 S 207,196 | $ 207,196
49 Osceola 417,800 2015 S 75,413 | $ 75,413
50 Palm Beach 762,300 2018 S 137,595 | $ 45,865
51 Pasco 6,752,500 - S 1,218,826 | S 1,218,826
52 Pinellas 4,664,900 2019 S 842,014 | $ 210,504
53 Polk 316,100 2015 S 57,056 | $ 57,056
54 Putnam 596,000 - S 107,578 | S 107,578
55 St. Johns 2,269,600 2015 S 409,663 | S 409,663
56 St. Lucie 2,930,400 2016 S 528,937 | $ 528,937
57 Santa Rosa 107,200 2018 S 19,350 | S 6,450
58 Sarasota 1,033,800 2017 S 186,601 | $ 93,300
59 Seminole 4,687,100 2019 S 846,022 | $ 211,505
60 Sumter 209,900 2015 S 37,887 | $ 37,887
61 Suwannee - - S - S -
62 Taylor 114,600 2015 S 20,685 | S 20,685
63 Union 2,600 2015 S 469 | S 469
64 Volusia 76,700 2015 S 13,844 | S 13,844
65 Wakulla 491,900 - S 88,788 | $ 88,788
66 Walton 3,200 2015 S 578 | $ 578
67 Washington - 2019 S - S -
68 Washington Special
69 FAMU Lab School 48,100 - S 8,682 [ S 8,682
70 FAU Palm Beach 3,200 2015 S 578 | $ 578
71 FAU St. Lucie - 2015 S - S -
72 FSU Broward - 2016 S - S -
73 FSU Leon 73,200 2017 S 13,213 | S 3,303
74 UF Lab School - 2019 S - S -
68,118,820 S 12,295,447 S 9,254,069
Total Combined Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 323,888,347
Combined One Year Gap (Devices, Wireless, Bandwidth) S 105,482,033

March 12, 2015
* Cost estimates based on a mean of industry pricing

- Indicates district DCP data is unclear




CourtSmart Tag Report

Room: KN 412 Case: Type:
Caption: Senate Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 (Part B) Judge:

Started: 3/18/2015 4:05:49 PM
Ends: 3/18/2015 5:57:43 PM Length: 01:51:55

4:05:52 PM Meeting called to order by Chair Legg
4:05:53 PM Roll Call - Quorum is present
4:06:05 PM Chair

4:06:27 PM Tab 1 - SB 530 by Sen. Ring
4:07:36 PM Chair

4:07:43 PM Heather Beaven, CEO, Students United with Parents and Educators to Resolve Bullying (SUPERB)
-waives in support

4:07:48 PM Chair

4:07:50 PM Sen. Ring waives to close

4:07:57 PM Roll Call for SB 530 - Favorable
4:08:21 PM Tab 2 - SB 874 by Sen. Stargel
4:08:41 PM Chair

4:08:42 PM Sen. Gaetz - yields to Sen. Clemens
4:08:43 PM Sen. Clemens

4:09:02 PM Sen. Stargel

4:09:41 PM Sen. Clemens

4:09:46 PM Sen. Stargel

4:09:59 PM Sen. Montford

4:10:47 PM Sen. Stargel

4:11:04 PM Chair

4:11:06 PM Sen. Detert

4:11:14 PM Sen. Stargel
4:11:26 PM Sen. Detert
4:11:46 PM Chair
4:11:48 PM Sen. Gaetz
4:12:27 PM Sen. Stargel
4:15:10 PM Sen. Gaetz
4:16:16 PM Sen. Stargel
4:17:15 PM Chair
4:17:18 PM Sen. Bullard
4:18:28 PM Sen. Stargel
4:19:28 PM Sen. Bullard
4:19:51 PM Sen. Stargel
4:19:59 PM Chair

4:20:14 PM Waive in support of bill - Dr. Barbara Hodges, ED, Fla. Assoc. of Academic Nonpublic Schools (FAANS),
Tampa; William Hewlett, Ill, Head of School, Fla. Assoc. Academic Non Public Schools, Hollywood; David Hothouse,
Reg. Director Assoc. of Christian Schools, Dunedin; James Herzog, Assoc. Director of Education, Fla. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Tallahassee; Michael S. Phillips, Creative Dir. of Legislation, Fla. Coalition of Christian Private Schools
Accreditation, Winter Park; James Lawson, School Administrator, Families of Faith Christian Academy, Plant City; Howard
G. Burke, ED, Fla. Assoc. of Christian Colleges & Schools, Tallahassee; Steven Hicks, President McKay Coalition, Private
Schools, Lutz

4:20:56 PM Chair

4:20:57 PM Sen. Stargel to close

4:21:22 PM Roll Call on SB 874 - Favorable

4:21:54 PM Tab 4 -SB 1202 by Brandes

4:22:36 PM Speaking in favor of the bill -

4:22:49 PM Karla Cerritos, student, Armwood High School, Seffner, FL

4:23:25 PM Alyssa Newby, student, Armwood High, Seffner, FL

4:23:56 PM Chase Cabre, student, Armwood High School, Thonotosassa, FL

4:24:28 PM Joshua Rodak, student, Armwood High School, Thonotosassa, FL

4:24:53 PM Chair

4:25:01 PM Sen. Galvano



4:25:15 PM Chair

4:25:17 PM Sen. Brandes waives to close
4:25:24 PM Roll Call on SB 1202 - Favorable
4:25:58 PM Tab 3 -SB 1020 by Sen. Simmons
4:27:35 PM Chair

4:27:38 PM Sen. Bullard

4:28:07 PM Sen. Simmons

4:28:27 PM Sen. Bullard

4:28:34 PM Sen. Simmons

4:28:35 PM Sen. Bullard

4:28:41 PM Sen. Simmons

4:28:45 PM Chair

4:28:50 PM Linda Champion, Dep. Commissioner, DOE
4:29:35 PM Chair

4:29:36 PM Sen. Bullard

4:29:52 PM Linda Champion

4:30:08 PM Sen. Bullard

4:30:12 PM

4:30:21 PM Linda Champion

4:30:32 PM Chair

4:30:34 PM Sen. Montford

4:30:53 PM Linda Champion

4:31:09 PM Sen. Montford

4:31:32 PM Linda Champion

4:31:37 PM Sen. Montford

4:32:01 PM Chair

4:32:10 PM Tanya Cooper, Dir. Gov. Relations, DOE, waive in support of bill
4:32:15 PM Sen. Simmons to close on SB 1020
4:32:39 PM Roll Call on SB 1020 - Favorable
4:33:08 PM Vice Chair Detert in the Chair
4:33:20 PM Tab 5 - SB 1262 by Sen. Legg
4:33:54 PM Chair

4:33:57 PM Roll Call on SB 1262 - Favorable
4:34:49 PM Tab 6 - SB 1264 by Sen. Legg
4:37:13 PM Amendment # 335586

4:37:45 PM Chair

4:37:50 PM Sen. Legg - waive on amendment
4:37:58 PM Amendment is adopted

4:38:01 PM Amendment # 829512

4:38:23 PM Sen. Legg

4:38:40 PM Chair

4:38:44 PM Amendment adopted

4:38:54 PM Back on the bill as amended
4:39:02 PM Sen. Bullard

4:39:13 PM Sen. Legg

4:40:54 PM Sen. Bullard

4:41:34 PM Sen. Legg

4:42:28 PM Sen. Montford

4:43:35 PM Sen. Legg

4:44:58 PM Sen. Montford

4:46:42 PM Sen. Legg

4:48:32 PM Sen. Sobel

4:49:11 PM Sen. Legg

4:49:42 PM Sen, Sobel

4:49:54 PM Sen. Legg

4:49:58 PM Chair

4:50:02 PM Sen. Brandes

4:50:16 PM Sen. Legg

4:50:47 PM Chair

4:50:55 PM Waive in support - Skylar Zander, Dep. State Director, Americans for Prosperity; David Ash, Fla.
Consortium of Public charter Schools; Sara Clements, Leg. Director, Foundation for Floirda's Future; James Taylor, ED,
The Florida Technology Council



4:51:26 PM Sen. Legg to close on SB 1264

4:52:11 PM Chair

4:52:22 PM Roll Call on CS/SB 1264 - Favorable
4:53:00 PM Chair Legg back in Chair

4:53:04 PM Tab 7 - SB 1552 By Sen.Benacquisto
4:53:26 PM Amendment #346014 - PCS

4:55:55 PM Chair

4:55:58 PM Amendment #244742 by Sen. Gaetz
4:56:34 PM Wendy Dodge, Leg. Chair, Fla. Assoc. of School Administrators - waives in support
4:56:53 PM Sen. Gaetz waives to close on amendment
4:56:56 PM Amendement adopted

4:56:57 PM Chair

4:56:59 PM Amendment # 457936 bySen. Benacquisto
4:57:17 PM Chair

4:57:20 PM Burt Saunders, Attorney, Accidental Learning Solutions - Charter Schools, Naples - waives in support
4:57:30 PM Chair

4:57:32 PM Sen. Detert

4:58:07 PM Sen. Benacquisto

4:58:36 PM Sen. Gaetz

4:59:10 PM Sen. Benacquisto

4:59:14 PM Sen. Detert

4:59:41 PM Chair

4:59:44 PM

4:59:52 PM Amendment adopted

4:59:56 PM Amendment # 750288 by Sen. Benacquisto
5:00:19 PM Sen. Bullard

5:01:32 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:01:39 PM Sen. Bullard

5:02:42 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:03:04 PM Sen. Montford

5:04:37 PM Chair

5:04:47 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:06:01 PM Chair

5:06:27 PM Laura -

5:08:38 PM Laura Zorc, parent, Vero Beach, FL speaking for the bill
5:09:41 PM Chair

5:09:45 PM Amendment is adopted

5:09:50 PM Back on the PCS as amended- adopted
5:10:00 PM Back on the Bill

5:10:22 PM Sen.Sobel

5:10:53 PM Sen. Banacquisto

5:11:06 PM Sen. Sobel

5:11:53 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:12:28 PM Sen.Sobel

5:12:42 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:13:14 PM

5:13:16 PM Sen. Clemens

5:13:23 PM Chair

5:13:25 PM Sen. Clemens

5:14:06 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:14:16 PM Sen. Clemens

5:14:42 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:14:51 PM Sen. Clemens

5:14:56 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:15:04 PM Sen. Clemens

5:15:41 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:16:02 PM Sen. Clemens

5:16:14 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:16:38 PM Sen. Clemens

5:16:48 PM Sen. Clemens

5:16:58 PM Sen. Benacquisto

5:17:17 PM Chair



5:18:13 PM
5:18:18 PM
5:18:33 PM
5:18:47 PM
5:18:59 PM
5:19:13 PM
5:19:51 PM
5:20:00 PM
5:20:39 PM
5:20:46 PM
5:21:18 PM
5:21:25 PM
5:22:02 PM
5:22:21 PM
5:22:25 PM
5:22:30 PM
5:23:22 PM
5:23:43 PM
5:23:53 PM
5:24:20 PM
5:24:45 PM
5:25:15 PM
5:25:23 PM
5:26:02 PM
5:26:11 PM
5:26:46 PM
5:27:07 PM
5:27:13 PM
5:27:14 PM
5:27:54 PM
5:27:59 PM
5:28:03 PM
5:28:07 PM
5:28:24 PM
5:28:41 PM
5:29:16 PM
5:29:17 PM
5:30:08 PM
5:30:09 PM
5:30:55 PM
5:31:13 PM
5:31:14 PM
5:31:15 PM
5:34:10 PM
5:34:16 PM
5:34:23 PM
5:35:17 PM
5:36:11 PM
5:36:15 PM
5:37:40 PM
5:37:44 PM
5:38:47 PM
5:39:30 PM
5:40:29 PM
5:40:46 PM
5:40:51 PM
5:41:09 PM
5:41:14 PM
5:41:27 PM
5:41:43 PM
5:42:15 PM
5:42:21 PM

Sen. Clemens
Chair

Sen. Clemens
Chair

Sen. Clemens
Sen. Clemens
Sen. Benacquisto
Chair

Sen. Clemens
Chair

Sen. Benacquisto - yields to Sen. Brandes

Sen. Brandes

Chair
Sen.Brandes
Sen. Clemens
Sen. Benacquisto

Sen. Clemens
Sen. Benacquisto
Chair

Jason Hand, Chief Attorney, Senate Education staff to explain

Sen. Clemens

Sen. Benacquisto
Chair

Sen. Clemens
Chair

Sen. Brandes
Sen. Clemens
Sen. Brandes
Chair
Sen.Bullard

Sen. Benacquisto
Sen. Bullard
Chair

Sen. Bullard
Chair

Sen. Bullard
Chair

Sen. Bullard
Chair

Sen. Gaetz

Sen. Benacquisto
Chair

Sen. Detert

Chair

Sen. Montford

Chair

Sen. Benacquisto
Sen. Montford

Chair

Sen. Montford

Chair

Sen. Galvono- Motion to limit debate
Chair, Motion adopted
Sen. Montford

Sen. Benacquisto
Chair

Sen. Montford

Chair



5:42:38 PM
5:42:57 PM
5:43:21 PM
5:44:20 PM
in support

5:44:26 PM
5:47:11 PM
5:49:11 PM
5:49:41 PM
5:51:17 PM
5:51:29 PM
5:51:48 PM
5:51:57 PM
5:51:59 PM
5:52:06 PM
5:53:19 PM
5:53:24 PM
5:54:07 PM
5:54:09 PM
5:54:43 PM
5:54:56 PM
5:55:17 PM
5:55:22 PM
5:55:24 PM
5:55:26 PM
5:55:30 PM
5:55:45 PM
5:56:13 PM
5:56:25 PM
5:56:32 PM
5:57:08 PM
5:57:25 PM
5:57:26 PM
5:57:34 PM

Sen. Montford

Chair

Enrique Perez, student, City of Hialeah Educational Academy speak in support

Julio Fuentes, Ex. Dir., Hispanic Council for Reform & Education Options (HCRED), Lake Worth - waive

Jason Fisher, Board Member, Duval County Public Schools, Jacksonville -speak in support of bill
Shelia Griffin, Parent, Public School Mentor, St. Pete, speaking for the bill

Chair

Andrew Ladanowski, IT Consultant, Coral Springs Charter, speaking in support of the bill

Chair

Gail Quam, Principal, Lake Wales Charter Schools, Lake Wales, waive against

Sen. Clemens

Chair

Sen. Montford

Chair

Sen. Benacquisto

Chair

Roll call for CS/SB 1552 - Favorable

Chair - Tab 8 for Appointments

Sen. Benacquisto moves for confirmation of Michael H. Olenick to State Board of Education
Sen. Bullard

Chair

Sen. Bullard

Chair

Sen. Bullard

Sen. Montford

Sen. Sobel

Chair

Roll call for Confirmation of Michael H. Olenick to the State Board of Education - Favorable
Sen.Garcia recorded as favorable for SB 530, 874, 1202, 1020, 1262, 1264.

Chair - No objection - motion adopted

Sen. Garcia moves to rise

Meeting adjourned
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