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Legislation to Create the Home Away From Home Tax Credit Unanimously Passes
SB 182 by Senator Calatayud Creates a Safe Haven for Critically 1l Children and their Families

Tallahassee—The Florida Senate today passed Senate Bill (SB) 182, Tax Credits for
Charitable Contributions, by Senator Alexis Calatayud (R-Miami). SB 182 establishes the
Home Away From Home Tax Credit, which provides tax credits to Florida businesses that
contribute to charitable organizations offering housing at little or no cost to families of
critically ill children, allowing them to stay close while their child receives medical care.

“Stability and safety are essential when dealing with a serious illness, especially when a child
is undergoing intensive treatment,” said Senator Calatayud. “However, families can quickly
rack up exorbitant expenses with temporary housing, travel, and time away from the
workplace — all stressors that exacerbate an already painful situation. By encouraging
partnerships between businesses and charitable organizations, we’re opening doors and
offering a safe space where families can stay close, find rest, and focus entirely on helping
their children heal. This legislation will transform lives, allowing families to care for their
children without the added burden of financial hardship or separation.”

“When a child receives a serious or life-threatening diagnosis, the world stops, and the focus
of a family becomes about survival, holding on, and trying to find hope,” said Senate
President Ben Albritton (R-Wauchula). “In these vulnerable moments, offering families the
opportunity to be present while their child undergoes treatment is essential. Meaningful
public-private partnerships to provide family housing allow families to focus on what truly
matters. These contributions aren’t just easing a financial burden; they’re offering families
strength and hope during one of the most difficult moments of their lives.”

The bill specifies requirements for an eligible charitable organization, which must be a
501(c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue Code, must be a Florida entity with its
principal office in Florida, and must house families of critically ill children at de minimis to
no cost to the family while the child receives treatment.

The eligible charitable organization must expend 100 percent of any contributions received
for the expansion of current structures or the construction of new facilities to comfort and
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support families, thereby removing the additional burden of lodging costs for those already
experiencing significant medical expenses.

The bill also specifies procedures and requirements for eligible charitable organizations to
apply with the Florida Department of Health (DOH). Eligible organizations must conduct
criminal history background screenings on all volunteers and staff working directly with
children in any program funded with contributions and submit an annual audit report to DOH.

The tax credit is capped at $2.5 million in each state fiscal year.

For more information, please visit http://www.FLSenate.gov.
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