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Senator Sharief and Representative Dunkley File Legislation to Strengthen Uterine Fibroid Research
Database

Tallahassee FL- Senator Barbara Sharief (Davie) and Representative Lisa Dunkley (Lauderhill) have
filed legislation to strengthen Florida’s Uterine Fibroid Research Database, an initiative aimed at
improving data collection, transparency, and long-term research related to a condition that affects
millions of women across the state.

The legislation includes SB 196 / HB 327, which reestablishes and clarifies requirements for the uterine
fibroid research database, along with SB 864, a companion public records bill designed to ensure
appropriate access and confidentiality standards for the data collected.

“The goal of this legislation is to ensure that the uterine fibroid research database authorized by the
Legislature is implemented as intended,” said Senator Barbara Sharief. “SB 196 and its companion
public records bill, SB 864, provide the structure and clarity needed to support responsible data
collection, transparency, and long-term research efforts. By strengthening this framework, we can help
improve understanding of uterine fibroids and support better health outcomes for women across
Florida.”

Representative Dunkley emphasized the need to follow through on the Legislature’s original intent and
ensure meaningful outcomes for patients.

“This bill was first created by former Representative Anika Omphroy and passed in 2022, but
unfortunately the Department of Health did not properly implement the bill,” said Representative Lisa
Dunkley. “Last year, the House took another step to fix it, and now we’re back again to get it across the
finish line. This legislation will finally ensure the uterine fibroid research database is implemented the
right way so women across Florida can get the answers, research, and care they deserve.”



Supporters of the legislation say that strengthening the database will improve the state’s ability to identify
trends, inform policy decisions, and guide future investments in women’s health research and care.

If passed, SB 196/HB 327 and SB 864 will take effect July 1, 2026.
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