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SENATOR CARLOS G. SMITH INTRODUCES COMPREHESIVE WATER SAFETY 
LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO PREVENT CHILD DROWNINGS      

 

Tallahassee, FL – 11/25/2025: Year after year Florida leads the nation in the number of fatal 
child drownings with 2025 already exceeding last year’s record with 110 drownings as of 
11/20/25 according to DCF, and having the highest child drowning rate in the nation according 
to FDOH for ages 1-4 and ages 0-9 in a recent multi-year period. Today, Senator Carlos 
Guillermo Smith announced the introduction of a comprehensive water safety legislative 
package intended to strengthen water-safety education, expand Florida’s Residential Swimming 
Pool Safety Act, and require short term vacation rental properties with residential pools meet 
common-sense pool safety standards. 

Senate Bill 606/HB 503 Drowning Prevention Education by Smith and Eskamani: Requires 
hospitals, birthing centers, home birth providers, and childbirth educators to include 
evidence-based water-safety and safe-bathing education as part of existing postpartum and 
childbirth education requirements. Increasing awareness of child drowning risks continues to be 
a primary objective of drowning prevention advocates and experts across Florida. This 
legislation requires the Florida Department of Health to develop standardized educational 
materials on drowning-prevention and safe-bathing practices, including guidance on 
supervision, water-safety behaviors, the benefits of early childhood swim lessons, and the risks 
to infants and toddlers. 

Senate Bill 608 Vacation Rentals by Smith: Recent data from DCF shows an increase in the 
percentage of fatal child drownings happening at Florida short term rentals. This legislation 
tackles the issue head-on by requiring all licensed vacation rental properties with a residential 
swimming pool on the property install at least one pool safety feature in compliance with the 
Residential Swimming Pool Safety Act.These protections ensure that visiting families, including 
those unfamiliar with the property, are protected by basic safety features proven to reduce 
drowning risks.  

Senate Bill 610 Residential Swimming Pool Requirements by Smith: This reintroduced and 
updated legislation requires that all residential properties with swimming pools sold or 
transferred after 10/1/26 must be equipped with at least one pool safety feature in compliance 
with the Residential Swimming Pool Safety Act. It gives local municipalities the option to enforce 
compliance or impose additional requirements.  

Senator Smith offered the following statement:  

“Florida’s tragic distinction as the nation’s leader in child drownings is a crisis we have the 
power—and the responsibility—to confront. Every one of these deaths is preventable, and the 
solutions are right in front of us: stronger education, safer environments, and consistent 
standards that protect families no matter where they live or visit. This legislative package brings 
together common-sense reforms that save lives by equipping parents with critical information, 
ensuring basic safety features in homes and vacation rentals, and giving communities the tools 
they need to keep children safe. We cannot accept another year of record-setting child 

mailto:flinn.travis@flsenate.gov
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2024/02/07/child-drowning-deaths-swim-lessons-pool-safety-legislative-session/
https://www.myflfamilies.com/childfatality
https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/drowning-prevention/index.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com%5C
https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/drowning-prevention/index.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com%5C
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/606
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/503
https://ocfldp.org/site.pdf?v=1.02
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/608
https://www.scrippsnews.com/scripps-news-investigates/scripps-news-investigation-finds-vacation-home-deaths-involving-children
https://www.scrippsnews.com/scripps-news-investigates/scripps-news-investigation-finds-vacation-home-deaths-involving-children
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500-0599/0515/Sections/0515.27.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/610
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0500-0599/0515/Sections/0515.27.html


drownings. These bills are about prevention, accountability, and doing everything possible to 
make sure Florida’s children come home safely.” 

Representative Eskamani offered the following statement:  

“Drowning is the leading cause of death for young children in Florida, and every one of these 
tragedies is preventable. By ensuring that every new parent receives consistent, 
evidence-based water safety education, we are giving families the tools they need to keep their 
young ones safe. This is a simple, proactive step that can save lives, and I’m proud to champion 
it.” 

Brent Moore, Executive Director of Children’s Safety Village, offered the following statement 
of support:  

“With Florida again leading the nation in unintentional drowning of children under 18 we 
emphasize the need for heightened safety standards. We believe these updated standards 
reduce drownings, and all homes should have these protections.”  

Natalie Martin, Executive Director of Swim Global Project, offered the following statement of 
support: 

“Florida is a state surrounded by water, and that reality comes with a responsibility to protect our 
children. These bills are practical, life-saving measures that close the gaps families have been 
facing for far too long. Strengthening parent education and ensuring safer pools in homes and 
vacation rentals will prevent tragedies that are known to be preventable. I’m grateful to Senator 
Smith and Representative Eskamani for prioritizing the safety of Florida’s youngest residents. 
This is the kind of leadership that saves lives, and I’m proud to support this effort. This Drowning 
Prevention Legislative Package provides accountability measures to strengthen the 
enforcement of Florida’s drowning prevention standards and will save the lives of children and 
our visitors.” 
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