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Senator Ileana Garcia Proposes New Bill to Ensure Accountability in Managing Entities
and Improve Care for Florida Families

TALLAHASSEE, FL—Senator Ileana Garcia has announced the introduction of Senate Bill
400, titled “Carryforward Funding of Certain Managing Entities,” aimed at strengthening the
management and fiscal responsibilities of the Department of Children and Families (DCF)
concerning the allocation and utilization of funds for managing entities. This crucial legislation
seeks to address persistent issues in crisis care funding, reimbursement for uncompensated
services, and operational transparency.

Every day, family service providers across Florida are stepping up to deliver essential care,
regardless of whether funds are exhausted or available. Senator Garcia highlighted that this bill
ensures that the managing entities that provide funding operate with maximum efficiency,
transparency, and accountability, ultimately benefiting our communities.

Key Highlights of SB 400:

- Strengthening Reimbursement Protocols: The bill mandates that managing entities must
reimburse providers for unpaid services prior to any carryforward of unspent funds, addressing
the chronic issue of delayed reimbursements that have hindered service providers’ operations.

- Streamlining Financial Processes: Currently, fragmented funding practices often leave
managing entities with unspent dollars, leading to inefficiencies and a lack of transparency in the
reimbursement process. SB 400 aims to enforce accountability and enhance the financial flow
from DCF to service providers.

- Facilitating Evidence-Based Practices: The proposed model encourages a collaborative
funding approach that pools resources from Medicaid, managing entities, and community-based
care providers to create a single billing point at DCF. This will alleviate administrative burdens
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and foster the adoption of evidence-based practices in child welfare.

- Improving Contracting Procedures: By advocating for standardized contracts and reasonable
reconciliation practices, the bill aims to resolve issues related to contract delays and unfavorable
provisions, ensuring service providers are adequately compensated for their contributions.

Background and Justification
The discussion surrounding the bill highlighted the urgent need for accountability in DCF’s and
the managing entities financial practices.

“Florida’s children and families deserve better. This bill is about ensuring they receive the care
they need, without unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles. I am confident that with consensus and
cooperation from all stakeholders, we can enact meaningful change,” Senator Garcia emphasized.

Moving Forward

Senator Garcia and her office are dedicated to collaborating with community partners,
stakeholders, and lawmakers to refine the legislative language and effectively implement these
critical provisions. They will address specific challenges related to implementation, establish
appropriate reimbursement frameworks, and ensure timely allocation of pooled funds.

About Senator Ileana Garcia

Senator Ileana Garcia represents Florida Senate District 36, where she has been a staunch
advocate for children and families, focusing on issues related to healthcare, education, and social
services. Her commitment to the well-being of Florida’s residents drives her legislative agenda
and community outreach efforts.

For more information, please visit www.FLSenate.gov.
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