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Senator Ileana Garcia and Representative Ashley Gantt Join Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools for Check Presentation Supporting SpaceHUB at Booker T. Washington High 

School 
 
MIAMI, FL – Last week, Senator Ileana Garcia and Representative Ashley Gantt participated in 
a ceremonial check presentation celebrating $100,000 in new state funding for Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools’ SpaceHUB program at Booker T. Washington High School. The event 
highlighted the Legislature’s continued investment in innovative STEM opportunities for 
students. 
 
SpaceHUB, an advanced educational initiative housed at Booker T. Washington High School, 
provides hands-on learning experiences in aerospace, engineering, and emerging technologies. 
The state appropriation secured in this year’s budget will support expanded programming, 
equipment enhancements, and additional student engagement opportunities. 
 
The presentation brought together leaders from across the district, including Superintendent 
Rafael Villalobos, Assistant Superintendent Tony Ullivarri, members of the Miami-Dade County 
School Board, educators, and students.  
 
As a proud product of Miami-Dade County Public Schools herself, Senator Garcia emphasized 
the personal significance of supporting programs that uplift local students and strengthen the 
educational opportunities she once benefited from. 
 
Senator Garcia and Representative Gantt recognized the school’s commitment to preparing 
students for high-skill careers and the importance of ensuring access to high-quality STEM 
education. Senator Garcia stated: “SpaceHUB is exactly the kind of initiative that transforms 
students’ lives. When we invest in STEM education, we’re investing in Florida’s future 
workforce and ensuring every student has the chance to discover their potential. I’m proud to 
support Miami-Dade County Public Schools in expanding opportunities that inspire innovation 
and ambition.” 
 
For more information, please visit www.FLSenate.gov.  
 


