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 While running to represent you I pledged to prioritize the 
enactment of common-sense gun safety reform in our State.  
Florida is one of several states leading the nation in rising 
gun-related crime.  It also contains several major holes and other 
critical flaws in the statutes governing firearms use and 
ownership.  I believe these two points are interconnected, and 
thus proposed several bills in the 2017 Session aimed at 
addressing them.
• Trigger Lock Legislation: Currently in Florida, there are 
serious cracks in the laws regarding the storage of firearms in the 
presence of children.  Over the course of this year alone, nine 
children have been killed with firearms, and another 33 children 
have been injured.  Many of these tragedies occur because of 
improperly stored firearms, with children inadvertently harming 
themselves or others as a result.  With this in mind, I proposed 
SB 142, a bill relating to the safe storage of firearms where 
children are present.  My bill, which gained attention statewide, 
would require all firearms to either be stored in a safe or lock 
box, or with a trigger lock if child is going to be present, and 
would eliminate a broad loophole that currently exists.  This 
would reduce the number of tragic incidents involving children 
and firearms.  While the Republicans in the State Senate refused 
to hear the bill, I will continue to pursue this issue next session.

• Ensuring Consumer Rights: Every insurance policyholder has 
the right to be made whole in the event of an accident or disaster.  It is 
because of this that Florida statutes guarantee that when an insurance 
company wrongfully denies or limits a policyholder’s claim, the 
policyholder who was forced to sue to get their benefits is also entitled 
to have their attorney's fees paid for by their insurer.  This ensures that 
when a policyholder is forced to fight for their rightful claim, they are 
made whole, without losing a portion of that to the costs associated 
with litigating the claim.  Unfortunately, insurance companies, including 
Citizens Insurance Corporation, take the fees that they are have to pay 
out when they lose a case and build them into the rates that they charge 
their policyholders, essentially charging innocent policyholders for their 
own mistakes or wrongdoing.  My bill (SB 1684) would bar insurance 
companies from passing their losing costs  along to the consumer by 
including them in the rate base. This would result in a decrease in 
insurance rates, as well as create an incentive for insurance companies 
to pay rightful claims in a prompt and timely manner.

• Equipping Others to Offer Help: As a 
society, we have an obligation to offer help to those 
who are in distress.  Often times simply letting a 
victim of abuse know that there is a way out is enough 
to help break a cycle of violence.  Recognizing that 
many cosmetologists, barbers and other beauty 
specialists are often in a position where they can 
identify the symptoms of abuse, several other states 
have enacted legislation to guarantee that they are 
adequately trained to deal with such a situation.  It is 
with that in mind that I proposed SB 1152, which 
would require that all beauty specialists undergo a 
1-hour training program to recognize the signs and 
symptoms of abuse, in order to qualify for licensure.  
Every step that we take to avoid abuse is a vital one, 
and because of that, I will continue to push for this 
important legislation.

• Clemency for the Groveland Four: One of 
Florida's darkest moments in history was the wrongful 
death and conviction of the Groveland Four.  Over 
sixty-five years ago, four black men were wrongfully 
accused of raping a white woman.  A mob murdered one 
man before trial, while another was killed while in police 
custody, and another was subject to an unfair trial. This 
session I sponsored historic legislation to right this civil 
injustice, by calling for the exoneration of The Groveland 
Four, which passed unanimously in the House and the 
Senate.  
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• Fracking Ban: Every human being 
has a right to clean drinking water.  Clean 
water is just as essential to life as the air that 
we breathe.  Right now, however, there are 
corporations that want to put Floridians’ 
access to clean water in jeopardy, in order to 
profit from the extraction of natural gas.  
Fracking is linked to numerous problems 
where it has been performed, from the 
contamination of drinking water to the 
causation of earthquakes.  In Florida these 
problems have the potential to be even more 
harmful, due to our unique geological 
makeup.  With that understanding, I have led 
the charge in the Senate to ban the practice 
of hydrologic-fracturing and acid fracking in 
Florida.  I was the first Senator this year to 

 • Updating	 Florida’s	 Statutes:	 While	
the	 United	 States	 Supreme	 Court	
recognized	 marriage	 equality	 as	 the	 law	 of	
the	 land	 in	 2015,	 Florida’s	 statutes	 still	
reflect	 the	 closed	 minded	 and	 repressive	
laws	 of	 the	 past.	 	 While	 couples	 in	 Florida	
are	 now	 free	 to	 marry	 whomever	 they	
love,	 there	 is	 still	 a	 law	 on	 the	 books	
designating	 marriage	 as	 only	 being	
between	 a	 man	 and	 a	 woman.	 	 This	 past	
session	 I	 introduced	 a	 bill	 (SB	 1174)	 which	
would	take	that	 law	off	the	books	for	good,	
and	 change	 any	 references	 in	 Florida’s	
statutes	 of	 “husband	 and	 wife”	 to	
"spouses.”	 This	 change	 is	 long	 overdue	 and	
one	 which	 I	 would	 like	 to	 see	 happen	
immediately.	

• Cigarette Surcharge: While we have 
long known the dangers that smoking poses to 
public health, there are still those who are 
trapped in the addictive grip of tobacco 
products.  It has been proven that an increase 
in the price of tobacco products reduces the 
number of individuals who are inclined to 
purchase them.  In an effort to reduce the 
number of Floridians who are negatively 
affected by the harms of smoking and to raise 
funds for additional cancer research, I 
introduced SB 988, which would add an 
additional dollar surcharge to the purchase of 
every pack of cigarettes in Florida.  I believe 
that this would be a positive step towards 
reducing the number of Floridians who actively 
smoke cigarettes, while also providing more 
money for vital projects such as cancer 
research.

propose both a law banning fracking in 
Florida (SB 98) and a constitutional 
amendment to do so as well (SB 108). I 
also was the primary co-sponsor of a 
bipartisan bill to ban the practice of 
hydro-fracking (SB 442). While the 
bipartisan effort made it through one 
committee, it was not allowed a hearing in 
its next stop, largely because the House 
Republicans killed the companion bill. As 
with others, this is a fight that we will 
continue next session.
   

Upcoming Town Hall Meetings
Monday June 19 6pm at Hallandale Beach Cultural Community Center

Tuesday June 20 6pm at Hillsboro Community Center
Thursday June 22 6pm at Pride Center


