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CS/SB 504 — Child Visitation 
by Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee and Senator Bogdanoff 

This bill amends Florida’s Keeping Children Safe Act (Act) to require probable cause of sexual 
abuse by a parent or caregiver in order to create a presumption of detriment to a child. The bill 
further provides that persons meeting specified criteria may not visit or have contact with a child 
without a hearing and order by the court. If visitation or contact is denied and the person wishes 
to begin or resume contact with the child victim, there must be an evidentiary hearing to 
determine whether contact is appropriate. The bill clarifies that prior to the hearing, the court 
shall appoint a guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem for the child. 
 
The bill also provides that at the hearing, the court may receive evidence, to the extent of its 
probative value, such as recommendations from the child protective team, the child’s therapist, 
or the child’s guardian ad litem or attorney ad litem, even if the evidence may not be admissible 
under the rules of evidence. 
 
The bill provides that once a rebuttable presumption of detriment has arisen or if visitation has 
already been ordered and a party or participant informs the court that a person is attempting to 
influence the testimony of the child, the court must hold a hearing within seven business days to 
determine whether it is in the best interests of the child to prohibit or restrict visitation with the 
person who is alleged to have influenced the testimony of the child. 
 
This bill also amends the legislative intent of the Act to provide that it is the intent to protect 
children who have been sexually abused or exploited by a parent or caregiver by placing 
additional requirements on judicial determinations related to contact between a parent or 
caregiver who meets certain criteria and a child victim in any proceeding pursuant to ch. 39, F.S. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2011. 
Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 117-0 
 
 


