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CS/HB 9 — Protecting Consumers Against Pandemic-related Fraud 
by Judiciary Committee and Rep. Zika and others (CS/SB 1608 by Criminal Justice Committee 
and Senator Bean) 

The bill provides that it is a third degree felony to knowingly and willfully make a materially 
false or misleading statement or to knowingly and willfully disseminate false or misleading 
information relating to the characteristics, authenticity, effectiveness, or availability of personal 
protective equipment in any marketing or advertising material; on a website, social media 
platform, or other media; or by telephone, text message, mail, or e-mail, with the intent to obtain 
or receive any money or other valuable consideration. 
 
The bill also provides that it is a third degree felony to knowingly and willfully make a 
materially false or misleading statement or to knowingly and willfully disseminate false or 
misleading information regarding the availability of, or access to, a vaccine for the novel 
coronavirus “COVID-19” or a vaccine for any other pandemic disease in any marketing or 
advertising material; on a website, social media platform, or other media; or by telephone, text 
message, mail, or e-mail, with the intent to obtain another person’s personal identification 
information, or to obtain or receive any money or other valuable consideration. 
 
A second or subsequent violation of the previously-described offenses is a second degree felony. 
Prosecution for either offense may be brought on behalf of the state by any state attorney or by 
the statewide prosecutor. Further, if the Attorney General reasonably believes that a person has 
committed either offense, the Attorney General may institute a civil action for a violation or to 
prevent a violation. An action for relief may include a permanent or temporary injunction, a 
restraining order, or any other appropriate order. 
 
The bill also amends the offense severity level ranking chart of the Criminal Punishment Code to 
rank the new offenses. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 
Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 113-0 
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