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Hearing Report

Date: September 1, 2011

City: Clewiston

Location: Hendry County Health Department
Time: 8:00am-11:00am

Number of Speakers: 20

Total Attendance: 45

The public hearing in Clewiston took place at the Hendry County Health Department (1100
South Olympia Ave., Clewiston, FL 33440). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing
and parking instructions was posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted signs outside the building
and the room to provide directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display
district building software outside the meeting room.

The hearing was advertised in The St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune, Sarasota Herald-
Tribune, Bradenton Herald, Naples Daily News, and Ft. Myers News-Press on Sunday, August 28. On
Thursday, September 1, an advertisement was published in the Clewiston News. Each chamber’s
website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the public to the hearing as well.
Senate staff sent invitations to more than 45 school board officials, over 70 county commissioners,
administrators, and personnel under local supervisors of elections. Over 270 city-level elected officials
in Southwest Florida and more than 220 public interest group leaders received invitations encouraging
leaders and the groups they represent to attend the hearing.

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-
aired. There were 5 senators and 17 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz. Of
the 45 people who filled out attendance cards 20 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing.

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were

given an opportunity to comment.
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Submission from Stephen Garrett

“rethen Gacrett
Ladies and gentlemen of our Legislature: Oevrisho A

I've lived in Florida only about 3 years. In that time my Congressional district has been
represented by three different persons of two different parties - but | don’t consider this a bad
thing.

| attended two earlier hearings in this series without commenting. | heard many concerns
raised: that redistricting respect and honor our Federal civil rights laws, and that it respect
and honor the voters’ wishes for compact districts; 1'd like to echo those concerns. | also
heard concerns that these goals were in conflict. | urge you to recognize that this is a false
dichotomy. Meeting both goals may be more challenging than treating them as either-or, but
meeting both goals is assuredly possible.

But beyond that, | challenge you to honor the diversity within the districts you draw - not of
age, or race, or any demographic, but diversity of ideas. Our nation is in desperate need of
intelligent, considerate civic debate; and the surest way to squelch it is to craft districts in
which the outcome of a general election is a foregone conclusion.

Uncompetitive districts debase the value of each incremental vote, rendering it virtually
meaningless. Competitive districts raise up the value of incremental votes, and encourage
citizen participation.

Uncompetitive districts teach our children that those in power can act to protect their own
interests at the expense of the people’s. Competitive districts place the people’s interests

first, and encourage our children and all citizens to reflect on what truly constitutes their
interest.

Uncompetitive districts breed distrust, cynicism, and apathy. Competitive districts enliven
debate, engage voters, and bring accountability to the fore.

Many may say that these are fine ideals, but that you will choose to create districts to protect
your own security in office. My friends, such thinking reflects another false dichotomy. |
suggest that security in office is completely compatible with competitive districts.

I submit to you that true job security for a public servant rests in consistent delivery of
exemplary public service, and that this makes it possible for her or him to consistently win
vibrant, competitive, well-contested elections.

Ladies and gentlemen, your unwillingness to craft competitive electoral districts would be the
clearest possible evidence of your own suspicion that you are unworthy of office - that you
would not win a tough, well-contested election in a competitive district. 1 fear that you may
instead choose to craft districts that - if you'll forgive me - any jackass or, respectively,
pachyderm could win.

Show your belief in your own worthiness, and show your belief in your constituents whose
government this is. Craft districts that are respectful, honorable, legal, compact - and
competitive.

Thank you.
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Submission from Donna Storter-Long

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Meeting.

Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By submitting this form, I ac know!edge that my comments and suggestions may be displaved on
wiw Horideredis gorg and www flsenate soviredistiicring or other public websites maintained by the
Florida Lﬁgxs[ature Note: the entirety of this form is public record.

*Field is required.

Q/EMMM; gf
Prefix _ *First Name| ) *Last Name L ( g}_/%% Suffix

Organization Name (If appljcable)

WMM-C”Y WW *Stdtb;” *Lip 33[52/

*Your Address )

Your County Your Email

*What type of map are you commenting on? Ll Congressional [ State House () State Senate

*Would you like to receive email updates regarding Florida Redistricting? & yves O No

Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request.

X0 doo Crunty sode Synatd do Lrode Xlease
Ao Kavg 1er @m@/ﬂw
Lo gftpchdd

(Qver)
www. floridaredistricting.org www flsenate.gov/redistricting
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I am one of five county commissioners of Glades County.

23% of the voters in Glades County live in my district, which includes Ortona,
Muse, and North LaBelle.

72% of the voters in my district have a Hendry County Zip code.

At the other geographical end of Glades County is Buckhead Ridge where 26% of
the Glades County voters reside. All of them -100%- have an Okeechobee County
Zip code.

Other out-of-county zip codes used for Glades County addresses include
Clewiston (Hendry Co) and Venus (Highlands Co.)

A total of 47% of the voters registered in Glades County have out-of-county zip
codes.

It is probably safe to assume that total household population follows these same
ratios.

Basing legislative representation on addresses could result in very unfair
representation for Glades County.

It also unfairly affects sales taxes, fuel taxes, communication taxes, insurance
premium rates, grant application demographics, to mention a few.

Hopefully you will carefully consider this matter when redistricting maps are
drawn.
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Submission from Joseph H. Thomas

FERRIN.JAY

From: josephthomas935@comcast.net

Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 5:39 PM
To: FERRIN.JAY

Cc: Taylor, Janet

Subject: Re: Redistricting Hearing in Clewiston
Thank youl!

My intended comments echo some of the comments already made at the Clewiston hearing.

"1) Geographic integrity should be a major consideration in establishing district boundaries. A state
senate district as large as District 39 that it takes some eight hours to drive from one end of the
district to the other is unconscionable;

2) Utilizing Lake Okeechobee bottom lands having no human population whatsoever to connect a
gerrymandered district such as the current Senate District 27 makes Florida a laughingstock and is
reminiscent of "hanging chads" in the minds of many;

3) While a degree of geographic and socio-economic diversity should be a goal in establishing district
boundaries, there should be enough commonality to avoid a situation where a district can be totally
controlled by a small area with a dense population base and totally different needs and concerns to
the detriment of the rest of the district; and, finally,

4) The Florida Legislature in its final redistricting of both Congressional and State Legislative Districts
should show a concern for the welfare and rights of the People of Florida not just the current political
agenda of the majority party in the Florida House and Senate in creating districts.”

Thank you,
Joseph H. Thomas

From: "FERRIN.JAY" <FERRIN.JAY @flsenate.gov>

To: josephthomas935@comcast.net

Cc:"GAETZ.DON.S04" <GAETZ.DON.S04@flsenate.gov>, "GUTHRIE.JOHN"
<GUTHRIE.JOHN@flsenate gov>, "Alex Kelly" <Alex Kelly@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Janet B. Taylor"
<commish@gate.net>

Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2011 10:29:50 AM

Subject: RE: Redistricting Hearing in Clewiston

Mr. Thomas,

| am sorry we missed your testimony at the Clewiston hearing. We checked our records and determined your speaker
card was inadvertently skipped. As soon as we discovered the mistake the chair called your name and sent us out to
catch you. Unfortunately, we were moments late. Please email to me your comments about redistricting and they will
be included in the record for the Clewiston hearing.

Sincerely,

Jay Ferrin
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From: Janet B. Taylor [mailto:commish@gate.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 4:16 PM
To: josephthomas935@comcast.net

Cc: FERRIN.JAY

Subject: Re: Redistricting Hearing in Clewiston

Joe, they did call your name, It was after the fact. I am not sure what happened but an apology is always on
order.

May God Bless you that you be a Blessing to other.
Janet B. Taylor

On Sep 1, 2011, at 10:19 AM, josephthomas93 Si@comeast.net wrote:

| attended this morning's public hearing at the Hendry County Health Department in
Clewiston. | confirmed that | had preregistered to speak at the hearing when | arrive at
the Health Department.

| was never called as a speaker. Was this merely an oversight, or was | omitted
because | had indicated on the registration form | am the Chairman of the Hendry
County Democratic Executive Committee?

Whatever the reason, | believe | am due an apology.
Joseph H. Thomas, Chairman

Hendry County Democratic Executive Committee

From: "FERRIN.JAY" <FERRIN.JAY @flsenate.gov>

To: "josephthomas935@comcast.net” <josephthomas935@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2011 4:31:45 PM

Subject: Redistricting Hearing in Clewiston

Dear Joseph Thomas:

Thank you for registering to attend the public hearing in Clewiston on Thursday, September 1st, starting
at 8:00am at the Hendry County Health Department. Ve look forward to hearing from you about new
congressional, state senate, and state house maps that will work for your community and meet
requirements of federal and state law.

When you arrive at the hearing location, please go first to the registration table. Legislative staff
will have your attendance card pre-printed with the information you provided online, but they need
to confirm your attendance.

If you need directions or parking information, please visit our Public Hearings web page. If you need
special accommodations, please notify the Senate Sergeant at Arms at (850) 487-5224.

The House and Senate websites are packed with information about redistricting in Florida. Visit
www flsenate. gov/Session/Redistricting and www floridaredistricting.org to learn more about how you can
participate in the most open, transparent, and interactive redistricting ever.

Sincerely,

Will W. Weatherford, House Redistricting Committee Chair
2
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Don Gaetz, Senate Reapportionment Committee Chair
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Submission from Brian Whitehall

RESOLUTION NO. 11-09

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE,
FLORIDA; SUPPORTING A REDISTRICTING PLAN
WHICH RETAINS INCLUSION IN TWO STATE HOUSE
DISTRICTS AND TWO STATE SENATE DISTRICTS
WITHIN OKEECHOBEE COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Okeechobee County, Florida is currently included in two State House
Districts and two State Senate Districts, as depicted on the maps attached hereto
as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, the Okeechobee area is predominantly rural, with agricultural concems; and

WHEREAS, the current State House District Plan and the current State Senate District
Plan have resulted in representation of the City of Okeechobee by multiple
persons with a strong understanding of rural needs; and

WHEREAS, having only one State House Representative or one State Senator for the
City of Okeechobee would weaken the political influence of rural areas and shift
more power to regions with differing demographics and needs; and

WHEREAS, without strong voices from representatives familiar with rural concerns, it is
likely that rural concerns could be overrun by large market needs and political
powers; and

WHEREAS, the City of Okeechobee has uniquely benefitted from Okeechobee County
being included in two State House Districts and two State Senate Districts.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved before the City Council for the City of Okeechobee,
Florida; presented at a duly advertised public meeting; and passed by majority

vote of the City Council and properly executed by the Mayor or designee, as Chief
Presiding Officer for the City:

1. That the City of Okeechobee, Florida supports a redistricting plan which
retains inclusion in two State House Districts and two State Senate Districts
within Okeechobee County, to best serve the interests of the City.

2. That this Resolution shall become effective upon adoption.

INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED by the City of Okeechobee this 16" day of August, 2011.

JA 74

‘ . i James E/ Kirk, Mayor

ATTEST F CLERK'S CERTIFICATE

| jﬂ Q ,\S(f u\«Lu:tu%—/ C

Lane Gamiotea, CME, City Clerk

)
HURNNDE Jss:
OGEE
4, HERERY CERTIFY THAT | am the duly
he City of Okeechobee, Florida; that the above ar foregoing
i mr’mrmpy o' a dacument the ariginal of which is on jile in the

i of the City Cleek of the City of Okeechobee, Fiorids
REVIEWED FOR LEGAL SUFF'C'E"M; Y HITNESS HHEREOR | b oo set my hard and affixed the

L officied seal of said ciy, this S0 dayuf Quseust  4po2p |
S R Gl -

= haidh
John R. Cook, City Attorney CLM—EW

LANE GAMIOTEA
City Clerk
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EXHIBIT "A”

2002 STATE SENATE DISTRICTS

,/:V' 3 Ly as e

‘j .

e
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EXHIBIT "A”

2002 STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS

District Number
-~ County Boundary
—  Interstate Highway
—~  Major Highway

Resolution No. 11-09 Page 3 of 3
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Handouts
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REDISTRICTING - 2012

REDISTRICTING MILESTONES
* JunE 20 - SEPTEMBER 1, 2011: STATEWIDE
PusLic HEARINGS

® SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2011; INTERM
CoMmMITTEE MEETINGS

¢ January 10 - MArcH 9, 2012: REGULAR
SESSION

FEBRUARY - JUNE 2012: LEGAL REVIEWS

JUNE 4 - 8, 2012: QUALIFYING FOR STATE
AND FEDERAL OFFICES

Aucust 14, 2012: PriMARY ELECTION
Novemegr 6, 2012: GENERAL ELECTION

Senator Don Gaetz, Chair
www.flsenate gov/redistricting
103 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, F1. 32399-1100
(850) 487-5855
RedistrictFlorida@flsenate.gov

www.floridaredistricting.org
400 House Office Building
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300
(850) 488-3928

mydistrict

REDISTRICTING

www.ﬂoridandistricting.m.g ?nd
W.ﬁsena!e.gov/ Redistricting
b rn more about creating

feas
@ our own house; senate,

submitting Y
and congressionz\ maps-

Clewiston (September 1, 2011)


http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf

Draw and Submit Your Own Districts

District Builder is a full-featured web application with 2010 Census data for drawing
Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting them to the
Legislature. Submitting your plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your
community. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and
information that Senators and professional staff use.

To start using District Builder you need:

¢ A personal account. Choose “District Builder” at www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
to register.

¢ Display resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher.

¢ A broadband Internet computer and mouse. Firefox (3.6 and 4.0) and Internet
Explorer (7 and 8) are supported (Internet Explorer 9 and Opera are not). Your
browser must be set to allow JavaScript and pop-ups from “flsenate.gov.”

For full details, see https://db10.flsenate.gov/db1/help.

When you decide to submit your plan for public consideration, it will be published at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plans with a standard set of
interactive map links, reports, downloads, and maps. Otherwise, your personal plans
are stored on secure severs and exempt from inspection and copying. See
§11.0431(2)(e), Fla. Stat.

The Florida House of Representatives is building its own web application. To learn
about “MyDistrictBuilder,” see www.floridaredistricting.org. The fact that the
Senate and House systems are different is a plus. Each has unique features, and
citizens can choose which better meets their needs.

Full-featured redistricting systems typically cost thousands of dollars per user. The
overarching goal shared by the Florida Senate and Florida House is giving everyone
free and easy access to all the same tools and data the Legislature is using.

With innovative technologies and joint public hearings, the Florida Legislature is
promoting the most open, accessible, and interactive redistricting ever.
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Displays Prepared by Florida Senate

* Florida C(\,pngre!zssional Di

.

Moy -
The Florida Senate
Sereor Mike Hardopolos, President
“The Capaood, Tallabersce, Floesda 32399-1100
nment Commitiee phone: (34) 487-$844
Titpwwew flscryie povRedatricting
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SEFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf

Moygn b

The Florida Senate
Serepor Miky Harsdopolos, President
| Tollabersee, Florda 32399-1100
ponsent Commithee phone: (340) 487-$844
Titp e flsersgie povRedstricting
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jonment Commitiee phone: (347 487-$844
Tritp P fserie povRedistricling

Clewiston (September 1, 2011) Page 16


http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/SEFL_House_42x62P.pdf

Population deviations of current districts (2010 Census)—Southwest Florida

congressional DiStI’iCt 2010 2010 2010 Deviation State House DiStl’iCt 2010 2010 2010 Deviation
Pop. Ideal Count % Pop. Ideal Count %
9 Gus M. Bilirakis 753,549 696,345 57,204  8.2% 45 Richard Corcoran 146,618 156,678 -10,060 -6.4%
10 C.W. Bill Young 633,889 696,35 62,456  -9.0% 47 James W. "J.W." Grant 157,056 156,678 378  0.2%
11 Kathy Castor 673,799 696,345 22,546 -3.2% 48 Peter Nehr 136924 156,678 -19,754 -12.6%
12 Dennis Ross 842,199 696,35 145854 20.9% 50 Ed Hooper 131,026 156,678 -25,652 -16.4%
13  Vern Buchanan 757,805 696,345 61,460 8.8% 51 Larry Ahern 129,144 156,678 -27,534 -17.6%
14 Connie Mack 858,956 696,305 162,611 23.4% 52 Jeffrey "Jeff" Brandes 139,789 156,678 -16,889 -10.8%
16  Tom Rooney 797,711 696,345 101,366 14.6% 53 Rick Kriseman 133,115 156,678 -23,563 -15.0%
23 Alcee L. Hastings 684,107 696,35 -12,238 -1.8% 54 James C. "Jim" Frishe 130,417 156,678 -26261 -16.8%
25  David Rivera 807,176 696,385 110,831 15.9% 55 Darryl Ervin Rouson 133,112 156,678 -23,566 -15.0%
56 Rachel V. Burgin 192,632 156,678 35954 22.9%
AR S0 3010 301005500 57 Dana D.Young 148,460 156,678 -8,218  -5.2%
State Senate District Pop,  ldeal Cgum—a% 58 JanetCruz 131,897 156,678 -24,781 -15.8%
10 Ronda Storms 565,021 470,033 95888 20.4% 59 BettyReed 141,651 156678 -15,027 =9.6%
11 Mike Fasano 433661 470033 -36372 -7.7% 60 ShawnHarrison ASLE LA RIS e
12 i NoFiGh 531059 470033 61926 132% 61  Will W. Weatherford 242,396 156,678 85718 54.7%
13 Dennis L. Jones, D.C. 394,766 470033 -75267 -160% 2 Richard "Rich Glorioso L
16 Jack Latvala 431,916 470,033 -38117 -8.1% 63 SethMcKeel 156,183 156678  -495 -0.3%
17 JD Alexander 456,960 470,033 -13,073 -2.8% 67 W. Gregory "Greg" Steube 241,034 156,678 84,356 53.8%
18 Arthenia L. Joyner 404,822 470,033 -65211 -13.9% 68 Jim Boyd 128,684 156,678 -27,994 -17.9%
21 Michael S. "Mike" Bennett 529,870 470,033 59,837 12.7% 69, RayPilon 132,224 156,678 -24454. -15.6%
23 Nancy C. Detert 458330 470033 -11,703 -25% 70 DougHolder i AT e G
27  Lizbeth Benacquisto 551,555 470,033 81522 17.3% 71  Kenneth L. "Ken" Roberson 183,147 156,678 26,469 16.9%
37 Garrett Richter 480,189 470,033 10,156 22% /2 PeigeKreegel 167:184 456,678 L0506 E7%
ST 483183 470,033 13450  2.8% 73 Matthew H. "Matt" Caldwell 189,406 156,678 32,728 20.9%
S pem e iy 74 Gary Aubuchon 182,460 156,678 25782 16.5%
75 TrudiK. Williams 174,874 156,678 18196 11.6%
76  Kathleen C. Passidomo 149,992 156,678 -6,686 -4.3%
77  Denise Grimsley 147,455 156,678 -9,223 -59%
Pt 101 Matt Hudson 189,600 156,678 32,922 21.0%
The Florida Senate
oo ik oo, et 112 Jeanette M. Nufiez 210,556 156,678 53,878  34.4%
The Capitol, Taltaksessos, Florids 32390-1100
Reapponionsest Cosumittee phoac (850) 487,585
Bitpiww flscnate, pov Redistrivtimg
Population Deviations of Population Deviations of Population Deviations of
Current Florida House Districts Current Florida Senate Districts Current Congressional Districts
Relative to 2010 Census Relative to 2010 Census Relative to 2010 Census

Ideal district population (156,678)  Ideal district population (470,033)  Ideal district population (696,345)

HIEHFAEEEE Y rmarian

EnrsEEsuvsEnELs

I More than 20% underpopuiated
I 159 to 20% underpopulated
2000 2010 P 109% 1o 15% underpopulated

¢ Y - | 6% to 10% underpopuiated
Total Resident Population, Decennial Census 15,982,378 18,801,310 A e e

*33

Number of Congressional Districts 25 27 +1- 2% ofideal popuation
Ideal District Population (Congressional Districts) 639,295 696,345 2% to 6% overpopulated
Maximum Number of State Senate Districts 40 40 100 6% to 10% overpopuiated
resident Ideal District Population (State Senate Districts) 399,559 470,033 B 10% to 15% overpopulated
(el fellicac i o B Maximum Number of State Repr ive Districts 120 120 T 155% to 20% overpopulated
Woppwiai g Ideal Population (State Representative Districts) 133,186 156,678 I 1ore than 20% overpopuiated
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