Public Hearing on Redistricting
St. Augustine (July 12, 2011)
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Hearing Report

Date: July 12, 2011

City: St. Augustine

Location: Flagler College Auditorium
Time: 8:00am-11:00am

Number of Speakers: 35

Total Attendance: 98

The public hearing in St. Augustine took place at Flagler College (14 Granada St. St. Augustine,
FL 32084). Prior to the meeting, a map with directions to the hearing and parking instructions was
posted on the internet. Legislative staff posted signs outside the building and the room to provide
directions to the hearing, and was on hand to answer questions and display district building software
outside the meeting room.

The hearing was advertised in the St. Augustine Record-Union July 9-12, and an op-ed jointly
authored by the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the St. Augustine Record
on July 6. Each chamber’s website published the public notice, and social media websites invited the
public to the hearing as well. Senate staff sent invitations to more than 90 school board officials, over
180 county commissioners and administrators, more than 60 personnel under local supervisors of
elections, and over 490 city elected officials in Northeast Florida. More than 230 public interest group
leaders received invitations as well, encouraging the leaders and the groups they represent to attend the
hearing.

The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, recorded, and subsequently re-
aired. There were 7 senators and 26 representatives present at the hearing chaired by Senator Gaetz.
Attendance cards were filled out by 53 people. Another 35 indicated they wanted to speak at the hearing,
bringing the total recorded attendance t098.

After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were

given an opportunity to comment.
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Submission from John Webber

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Meeting.
or
Email to: mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse.pov
and redistrictflorida@flscnate. gov,

or
Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form

By submitring this form, I acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on
wiww. floridaredistricting.org and www. flsenate gov/redistricting or other public websites maintained by the
Florida Legislature. Note: the entirety of this form is public record.

*Field 1s required.

Prefix  *First Name \7;‘ ) ' *Last Name ‘4)9 J ’0'\4 Suffix - }\
Organiu(ion;\lame areppiicavie_ §T. John§ pe€ Lal n ol te ':P rGen /e
*Your A”:ld;‘m p O 3 gﬂy 5{;53 *City e ‘Smtci *Zip 5 2 >

Your County 2} Your Email

*What type of map are you commenting on? ﬁ Congressional d' State House d— State Senate

*Would you like to receive email updates regarding Florida Redistricting? (O Yes q No

Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request.
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Submission from Gina Burrell
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Submission from Julie Penrod-Glenn

Please Provide Completed Form To:
Legislative Staff at the Meeting.
0!

r
Email to: mydistrictbuilder@myfloridahouse, gov
e -idarilse >

and rc nate. gov,

or
Fax to (850) 487-6413

Florida Redistricting Suggestion Form
By submitting this form, I acknowledge that my comments and suggestions may be displayed on

wiww floridaredistricting org and www flsenate gov/redistriciing or other public websites maintained by the
Florida Legislature. Note: the entirety of this form is public record.
*Field is required.

preitfMS sFirs Name—:\(u \Le *Last Nam} en Tod- GLEV3ufix

Organization Name (If applicable)

*Your Admi‘_{l,s S RTLAUT|S Oty T, RUaodiy NE. *zip @S ~PO
Your County SY= SO +838  Your Email

*What type of map are you commenting on? 'g\ Congressional w State House ﬂ State Scnate

*Would you like to receive email updates regarding Florida Redistricting? I Yes O No

I Please provide detailed comments regarding your redistricting suggestion or request. I
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Submission from Penny Halyburton
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Submission from William C. McCormick

Statement Submitted by William C. McCormick
At the Redistricting Hearing, St. Augustine, FL, July 12, 2011

| will begin my statement with a quotation of George W. Bush. “One way to
reduce the Influence of ideological extremes Is to change the way we elect our
members of Congress. In 2006, only about 45 of 435 House races were seriously
contested. Since members in so-called safe districts do not have to worry about
challenges from the opposite party, their biggest vuinerability is getting
outflanked In their own party. This is especially true In the era of bloggers, who
make national targets out of politiclans they deem Ideologically impure. The
result is that members of Congress from both parties tend toward the extremes
as Insurance against primary challenges.

“Our government would be more productive and our politics more civilized if
congressional districts were drawn by panels of nonpartisan elders instead of
state legislators. This would make for more competitive general elections and a
less polarized Congress. Making the change would require politicians to give up
some of their power, never an easy task. But for future presidents looking to
tackle a big problem, this would be a worthy one to take on.”

George W. Bush “Decision Points”, pp. 306-307, copyright 2010

Using that statement as my starting point, | want to emphasize these five points:

+ The voters of Florida (63%) have spoken, saying they want our Florida
legisiature and Governor to follow the wording and Intent of the specific
guidelines set fourth in amendments 5 and 6.

- They want those guidelines followed in establishing the new districts in a timely
manner well before the 2012 elections

- Voters clearly understand the polarizing and paralyzing effects that
gerrymandered districts have on the political process.

« They also understand the power that legisiative leaders have In affecting policy
and funding. As one of our county’s state reps stated in a public debate In this
county prior to the vote on these amendments, junior legislators accomplish
little when they come to Tallahassee and those In the minority party accomplish
even less. He cited the example of one powerful committee chalrman who <
introduced an amendment to a bill against the wishes of the leadership. The
next day that legislator wasn’t even on that committee, let alone its chairman.

- You are among your party’s leaders and certainly if party leaders choose to
circumvent the wishes of the vast majority of Florida voters, they will surely be
reminded of that should they seek reelection or election to higher office.
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Handouts

REDISTRICTING - 2012
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Redistricting2012_brochure.pdf

Draw and Submit Your Own Districts

District Builder is a full-featured web application with 2010 Census data for drawing
Florida Senate, Florida House, and Congressional districts and submitting them to the
Legislature. Submitting your plan is one of the best ways to show what works for your
community. Citizens have full and easy access to the same web application and
information that Senators and professional staff use.

To start using District Builder you need:

e A personal account. Choose “District Builder” at www.flsenate.gov/Redistricting
to register.

« Display resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher.

¢ A broadband Internet computer and mouse. Firefox (3.6 and 4.0) and Internet
Explorer (7 and 8) are supported (Internet Explorer 9 and Opera are not). Your
browser must be set to allow JavaScript and pop-ups from "flsenate.gov."

For full details, see https://db10.flsenate.gov/db1/help.

When you decide to submit your plan for public consideration, it will be published at
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Redistricting/Plans with a standard set of
interactive map links, reports, downloads, and maps. Otherwise, your personal plans
are stored on secure severs and exempt from inspection and copying. See
§11.0431(2)(e), Fla. Stat.

The Florida House of Representatives is building its own web application. To leam
about “MyDistrictBuilder,” see www.floridaredistricting.org. The fact that the
Senate and House systems are different is a plus. Each has unique features, and
citizens can choose which better meets their needs.

Full-featured redistricting systems typically cost thousands of dollars per user. The
overarching goal shared by the Florida Senate and Florida House is giving everyone
free and easy access to all the same tools and data the Legislature is using.

With innovative technologies and joint public hearings, the Florida Legislature is
promoting the most open, accessible, and interactive redistricting ever.
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/DrawAndSubmit_YourOwnDistricts.pdf

Displays Prepared by Florida Senate
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Congress_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_House_42x62P.pdf
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Senate_42x62P.pdf

Population deviations of current districts (2010 Census)—Northeast Florida
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http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/NEFL_Deviations_42x62L.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/usercontent/session/redistricting/regions/Deviations_42x62L.pdf
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