Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1007

By the Conmittee on Education/K-12 and Representative
Andr ews

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student standards; anendi ng
3 s. 11.42, F.S.; correcting a cross reference;
4 anending s. 229.565, F.S., relating to

5 educati onal eval uation procedures; revising

6 provisions relating to student perfornmance

7 standards; providing for the Conm ssioner of
8 Education to adopt rules; deleting obsolete

9 | anguage; correcting a cross reference

10 anmending s. 229.57, F.S.; revising provisions
11 relating to the student assessment programin
12 the public schools; revising the statew de

13 student achi evenent testing program and

14 providing test requirenents; revising

15 requi renments of the school district testing
16 prograns; anending s. 230.2305, F.S.

17 correcting a cross reference; anendi ng s.

18 232.245, F.S., relating to pupil progression
19 conforming provisions relating to the
20 cumul ative grade point average required for
21 graduation; requiring intensive reading
22 i nstruction under certain circunstances;
23 aut hori zing retention under certain
24 ci rcunstances; anending s. 232.2454, F.S.
25 revising provisions relating to student
26 perfornmance standards; anending s. 232. 246,
27 F.S., relating to requirenents for high schoo
28 graduation; revising certain credit
29 requi renents; providing for satisfaction of
30 certain requirenents; raising the required
31 cunmul ative grade point average for 9th graders
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1 entering during the 1997-1998 school year and
2 thereafter; raising the required cunul ative

3 grade point average that nust be earned

4 prospectively by students who entered the 9th
5 grade before the 1997-1998 school year

6 restricting credit for certain courses;

7 correcting cross references; anending s.

8 232.2462, F.S.; providing requirenents for

9 recei pt of high school credit through

10 articul ated accel eration; anmending s. 232.2463,
11 F.S.; revising provisions relating to the high
12 school grading system anending s. 232.425,

13 F.S.; raising the grade point average required
14 for participation in interscholastic

15 extracurricul ar student activities; providing
16 for participation based on conduct and on

17 school board policy under certain

18 ci rcunstances; anending s. 233.011, F.S.

19 del eting obsol ete | anguage; correcting cross
20 references; anending s. 240.116, F. S
21 requiring the adoption of guidelines relating
22 to dual enrollnent; anending s. 240.1161, F. S
23 relating to district interinstitutiona
24 articul ation agreenents; adding a conponent;
25 del eting obsol ete | anguage; clarifying
26 | anguage; anending s. 240.117, F. S., relating
27 to the conmon pl acenent test for postsecondary
28 education; revising a dual enroll nent
29 requi rement; anending s. 240.118, F.S.
30 requiring the recomendati on of statutory
31 changes to reduce postsecondary renedi ation
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1 anendi ng s. 240.529, F.S.; requiring standards

2 for preparation of teachers to instruct

3 students in higher-level nmathematics concepts;

4 providing an effective date.

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
9] 11.42, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:
10 11.42 The Auditor Ceneral.--

11 (3)

12 (b)1. No person shall be enployed as a financi al

13 | auditor who does not possess the qualifications to take the
14 | examination for a certificate as certified public accountant
15| under the laws of this state, and no person shall be enpl oyed
16 | or retained as | egal adviser, on either a full-tine or a

17 | part-tine basis, who is not a nenber of The Florida Bar

18 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph 1.
19 | enpl oyees in the positions associated with the Florida
20 | Educati on Finance Programfull-tinme enrollnent verification
21| function that is assigned to the Auditor General pursuant to
22 | s. 229.565(2)3)ymay continue to neet the job qualifications
23| that existed prior to such transfer for a period of 3 years
24 | after such transfer. Thereafter, they shall neet the
25 | requi renments of subparagraph 1. This subparagraph is repeal ed
26 | on July 1, 1998.
27 Section 2. Section 229.565, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 229.565 Educational eval uation procedures. --
30 (1) STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. - -
31

3
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(a) The State Board of Education shall approve student
perfornmance standards in the various program categories and
chronol ogi cal grade | evels which the Comm ssioner of Education
desi ghates as necessary for maintaining a good educationa
system The standards nust apply, without limtation, to
| anguage arts, nmathematics, science, social studies, the arts,

heal t h and physi cal education, and forei gn | anguage reating-

economes,—and—conputer—Hteraey. The comi ssi oner shal

obtai n opinions and advice fromcitizens, educators, and
nmenbers of the business community in devel opi ng the standards.
For purposes of this section, the term"student perfornmance
standard" neans a statenent describing a skill or conpetency
students are expected to learn

(b) The student performance standards nust address the
skills and conpetencies that a student nust learn in order to
graduate from high school. The conm ssioner shall al so devel op
performance standards for students who | earn a higher |evel of
skills and conpet enci es.

4
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(2) 3 EDUCATI ON EVALUATI ON. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education, or the Auditor CGeneral as provided in paragraph
(a), shall periodically exam ne and eval uate procedures,
records, and prograns in each district to determ ne conpliance
with Iaw and rul es established by the state board, or by the

Conmmi ssi oner of Education,and in each correctiona

institution operated by the Departnent of Corrections to
determ ne conpliance with | aw and rul es established by the
Departnent of Corrections for the Correctional Education
Program pursuant to s. 944.801. Such eval uations shal

i ncl ude, but not be linmted to:

(a) Reported full-tine equival ent nenbership in each
program category. This evaluation shall be conducted by the
Audi tor CGeneral for the Florida Education Finance Program
full-tinme enrollment verification function

(b) The organi zation of all special prograns to ensure
conpliance with law and the criteria established and approved
by the state board pursuant to the provisions of this section
and s. 230.23(4)(m.

(c) The procedures for identification and placenent of
students in educational alternative prograns for students who
are disruptive or unsuccessful in a nornal school environnment
and for diagnosis and placenent of students in special
prograns for exceptional students, to determne that the
district is following the criteria for placenent established
by rules of the state board and the procedures for placenent
establ i shed by that district school board and by the

Commi ssi oner of Educati on.
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dedi . . ’ I I - f
program-

(d) ey An evaluation of the standards by which the
school district eval uates basic and special prograns for
quality, efficiency, and effectiveness.

(e)tf)y Determination of the ratio of adm nistrators to
teachers in each school district.

(f) gy Conpliance with the cost accounting and
reporting requirenents of s. 237.34 and the extent to which
t he percentage expenditure requirenents therein are being net.

(g)th)y Cearly defined data collection and
docunent ati on requirenents, including specifications of which
records and i nformation need to be kept and how | ong the
records need to be retained. The information and
docunent ati on needs for evaluation shall be presented to the
school districts and explained well in advance of the actua
audi t date.

(h) ) Determination of school district achievenent in
neeting the performance standards specified in s. 232. 2454{(%).

(3) t4) ASSI STANCE AND ADJUSTMENTS. - -1 f di screpanci es
or deficiencies are found, the Comnm ssi oner of Educati on shal
provide information and assistance to the superintendent and
personnel of the district in correcting the cited
deficiencies. Priority for such assistance shall be given to
providing the nost deficient individual school programs with
research-based problemidentification strategies and
alternatives to inprove student performance. Such
alternatives shall be systematically drawn fromresearch
related to school effectiveness, teacher effectiveness, or
managenent effectiveness. If it is determned that the
approved criteria and procedures for the placenent of students

6
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1| and the conduct of programs have not been foll owed by the

2| district, appropriate adjustnents in the full-tine equival ent
3| student count for that district shall be nmade, and any excess
4 | funds shall be deducted from subsequent allocations of state
5] funds to that district. As provided for by rul es ef—the—State
6 | Beard—of—FEducation, if errors in a specific programof a

7| district recur in consecutive years due to |lack of corrective
8| action by the district, adjustnents nmay be made based upon

9| statistical estimates of error projected to the overal

10 | district program

11 (4) (5r PREKI NDERGARTEN EARLY | NTERVENTI ON

12 | PROGRAM - - The conmi ssi oner shall annually exam ne and eval uate
13 | the procedures, records, and prograns of each district which
14 | has established a prekindergarten early intervention program
15| to deternine the district's conpliance with s. 230.2305 and
16 | with the approved district plan for the prekindergarten early
17 | intervention program

18 Section 3. Subsections (3), (4), (5), and (6) of

19 | section 229.57, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

20 229.57 Student assessnent program --

21 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssioner is
22 | directed to design and inplenent a statew de program of

23 | educati onal assessnent that provides information for the

24 | i nprovenent of the operation and managenent of the public

25| school s. The program nust be designed, as far as possible, so
26 | as not to conflict with ongoing district assessnent prograns
27 | and so as to use information obtained fromdistrict prograns.
28 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conm ssioner
29 | shal I:

30 (a) Subnit to the state board a |ist that specifies
31| student skills and conpetencies to which the goals for

7
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education specified in the state plan apply, including, but
not linmted to, reading, witing, and mathematics. The skills
and conpetenci es nust include problemsol ving and hi gher-order
skills as appropriate. The conmi ssioner shall select such
skills and conpetencies after receiving recommendations from
educators, citizens, and nenbers of the business conmunity.

The conm ssioner shall submt to the state board revisions to

the list of student skills and conpetencies in order to
nmai ntai n continuous progress toward inprovenents in student
proficiency.

(b) Develop and inplenent a uniformsystem of
indicators to describe the performance of public schoo
students and the characteristics of the public schoo
districts and the public schools. These indicators nust
include, without limtation, information gathered by the
conpr ehensi ve nmanagenent information system created pursuant
to s. 229.555 and student achi evenent informati on obtai ned
pursuant to this section

(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
testing programas part of the statew de assessnent program
to be administered at designated tines at the el enentary,

m ddl e, and hi gh school |evels to neasure each—spring—of

grades—4—7—antd—10—+n reading, witing, and nmathematics. The
testing program nust be designed so that as—fotHows:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies

adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The

tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in

reading, witing, and mathematics. Oher content areas nay be

i ncluded as directed by the comi ssioner. The comni ssioner
8
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shal|l provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as

appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with

private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,

post secondary institutions, or school districts. The

conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and

i npl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and

the public.
2. The tests are criterion-referenced and i nclude, to

the extent deternined by the comissioner, itens that require

the student to produce infornmation or performtasks in such a

way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be

nmeasur ed.
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3. Each Fhe testing program whether at the

el enentary, mddle, or high school |evel, includes programs
feor—grades—4—+—antd—16-—rnust—inectude a test of witing in

whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then

scored by appropriate nethods.

4. For—thetestsforgrades4—and—+-A score i s fust
be designated for each subject area tested, bel ow which score
a student's perfornance i s deened i nadequate. The schoo
districts shall provide appropriate renedial instruction to
students who score bel ow t hese | evel s.

5. Al 11th grade students shatH+—be—+eguired—+to take a
hi gh school conpetency test tests devel oped by the state board
to test mninmum student perfornmance skills and conpetencies in
reading, witing, and mathenmatics. The test nust be based on

the skills and conpetencies adopted by the state board

pursuant to paragraph (a).Upon reconmendation of the

conm ssioner, the state board shall designate a passing score
for each part of the high school conpetency test. In
establ i shing passing scores, the state board shall consider
any possible negative inpact of the test tests on nminority

students. A student nust earn a passing score on each part
10
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taken to qualify for a regular high school diplom. Fhe

school districts shall provide appropriate renedial
instruction to students who do not pass part of the conpetency
test.

6. Participation in the testing programis nmandatory

for all students, except as otherw se prescribed by the

comm ssioner. The conm ssioner shall recommend rules to the

state board for the provision of test adaptati ons and

nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in

excepti onal education prograns and for students who have

limted English proficiency.

7.6 A student seeking an adult high school diploma
nmust neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high
school student nust neet.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enment student testing
prograns for any ether grade | evel tevets and subject area
areas, based on procedures designated by the conm ssioner to

noni t or educati onal achi evenent in the state a—eenrsus—o+

(d Cbtain or develop a career planning assessnment to

be admi nistered to students, at their option, in grades 7 and
10 to assist themin preparing for further education or
entering the workforce. The statew de student assessnent
program nust include career planning assessnent as—afree
servi-ce—to—schootls.

11
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1 (e) Conduct ongoing research to devel op i nproved

2 | methods of assessing student performance, including, wthout
3|llimtation, the use of technology to admnister tests, the use
4| of electronic transfer of data, the devel opnent of

5 | work-product assessnents, and the devel opnent of process

6 | assessnents.

7 (f) Conduct ongoi ng research and anal ysis of student
8 | achi evenent data, including, without limtation, nonitoring
9| trends in student achi evenent, identifying school prograns
10 | that are successful, and anal yzing correl ates of schoo

11 | achi evenent.

12 (g) Provide technical assistance to school districts
13 ) in the inplenentation of state and district testing prograns
14 | and the use of the data produced pursuant to such prograns.
15 (4) DI STRICT TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each district shal

16 | periodically assess student performance and achi evenent within
17 | each school of the district. The Sueh assessnment prograns
18 | nust be based upon | ocal goals and objectives that are

19 | conpatible with the state plan for education and that

20 | suppl enent the skills and conpetencies adopted by the State
21 | Board of Education. In grades 4 and 8 #, each district shal
22 | adnminister a nationally norned achi evenent test selected from
23| a list approved by the state board; the data resulting from
24 | these tests nust be provided to the Departnent of Education
25| according to procedures specified by the conmi ssioner. The
26 | conmi ssioner may request achi evenent data for other grade

27 | | evel s as necessary.

28 (5) SCHOCL TESTI NG PROGRAMS. - - Each public schoo

29 | admi ni stering an achi evenent test, whether at the el enentary,
30| middle, or high school level, and each public schoo

31| adni ni stering grades—4—7/—and—10—as—wet—as the hi gh schoo

12
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1| conpetency test,shall prepare an analysis of the resultant

2| data after each administration. The analysis nust identify

3| strengths and needs in the educational programand trends over
4| tinme. The analysis nmust be used in conjunction with the

5 | budgetary pl anni ng processes devel oped pursuant to s. 229.555
6 | and the devel opnent of the programs of renedi ati on descri bed
71in s. 233.051.

8 (6) ANNUAL REPCRTS. --The comm ssioner shall prepare

9 | annual reports of the results of the statew de assessnent

10 | progr am iA—gratdes—4—F—ant—16 whi ch descri be student

11 | achievenent in the state, each district, and each school. The
12 | conmi ssioner shall prescribe the design and content of these
13 | reports which nust include, without linmtation, descriptions
14 | of the performance of students at both |low | evel s and

15| exenplary levels, as well as the performance of students

16 | scoring in the niddle 50 percent of the test popul ation

17 Section 4. Subsection (8) of section 230.2305, Florida
18 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

19 230. 2305 Prekindergarten early intervention program --
20 (8) MONI TORI NG AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. - - Pursuant to
21 | s. 229.565(4)5), the Comm ssioner of Education shall nonitor
22 | each district prekindergarten early intervention program at

23| least annually to deternmine conpliance with the district plan
24 | and the provisions of this section. |If a programis not

25 | brought into conpliance within 3 nonths after the

26 | conmi ssioner's eval uation citing specific deficiencies, the
27 | conmi ssi oner must withhold such funds as have been all ocated
28 | to the school board for its prekindergarten early intervention
29 | program and whi ch have not yet been rel eased. The departnent
30 | shall devel op nanuals and gui delines for the devel opnent of

31| district plans and shall provi de ongoi ng technical assistance

13
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to ensure that each district program nmai ntai ns hi gh standards
of quality and effectiveness.

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 232.245, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (4) is added to said
section, to read

232.245 Pupil progression.--

(3) Each district conprehensive program for pupi
progression shall attenpt refteet—an—effort to identify those
students at each grade level in grades 9 through 12 who have
attained a cunul ati ve grade point average at ef—23-5 or bel ow
the mni mum cunul ati ve grade point average required for

graduation pursuant to s. 232.246(5). The program nust shatH-

further i ncl ude provisions for assisting such students to
achi eve the required the—+-5 cunul ati ve grade poi nt average

reguired—for—gratduat-on—purstant—to—s—232-246.
(4) Beginning with the 1997-1998 school year, any

student who exhi bits substantial deficiency in reading skills,

based on locally determ ned assessnents conducted at the

begi nning of grade 2, grade 3, and grade 4, or based on

t eacher recommendati on, nust be given intensive readi ng

instruction imediately following the identification of the

readi ng deficiency. The student's readi ng proficiency nust be

reassessed by locally deterni ned assessnent or based on

teacher recommendation at the begi nning of the grade foll ow ng

the intensive reading instruction, and the student nust

continue to be given intensive reading instruction until the

reading deficiency is renedied. |If the student's reading

deficiency is not renedied by the end of grade 5, the student

may be retained.
Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 232.2454, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

14
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232.2454 District student performance standards,
i nstrunments, and assessnent procedures. --

(2) Each district school board shall adopt student
perfornmance standards for each course academec—programin
grades 9 through 12 for which credit toward high schoo
graduation is awarded. The board shall al so establish
policies that require as—to student nmastery of performance

standards before credit for a course proegram nay be awarded.
Teacher observations, classroom assignnents, and exam nations
may be considered appropriate nethods of assessing student
mast ery.

Section 7. Subsections (1), (5), (9), and (10) of
section 232.246, Florida Statutes, are anended, and paragraph
(d) is added to subsection (7) of said section, to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(1) Gaduation requires successful conpletion of

either a mnimmof 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12
<U>or shaH—bereqguiredior—graduation—provided—that—student
conptetion—of an I nternational Baccal aureate curricul um shatH
be—deeret—toreet—the—ecurtiecutar—+egurenrents—of—this
stbseetion. The 24 credits shall be distributed as foll ows:
(a) Four credits in English, with najor concentration
in conposition and literature.
(b) Three credits in mathematics. Effective for

students entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 school year

and thereafter, one of these credits nust be Algebra |, a

series of courses equivalent to Algebra |, or a higher-I|evel

mat henati cs course.

(c) Three credits in science, two of which nust have a

| aboratory conponent. The State Board of Education may grant
15
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an annual waiver of the |aboratory requirenent to a schoo
district that certifies that its |laboratory facilities are

i nadequat e, provided the district subnits a capital outlay
plan to provide adequate facilities and nmakes the funding of
this plan a priority of the school board.

(d) One credit in Anerican history.

(e) One credit in world history, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all major political systens.

(f) One-half credit in econonics, including a
conparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of
all mmj or economic systens. The Florida Council on Economc
Education shall provide technical assistance to the departnment
and | ocal school boards in developing curriculummaterials for
t he study of economi cs.

(g) One-half credit in American governnent, including
study of the Constitution of the United States. For students

entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 school year and

thereafter, the study of Florida governnent, including study

of the State Constitution, the three branches of state

governnent, and nunici pal and county governnent, shall be

i ncluded as part of the required study of Anerican governnent.

(h)1. One credit in practical arts career education or
expl oratory career education. Any vocational course as
defined in s. 228.041(22) may be taken to satisfy the high
school graduation requirenent for one credit in practical arts
or exploratory career education provided in this subparagraph

2. One credit in performing fine arts to be sel ected
fromnusic, dance, dramm, painting, or sculpture. A course in
any art form in addition to painting or scul pture, that
requi res manual dexterity, or a course in speech and debate,

16
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may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirenent
for one credit in performng arts pursuant to this
subpar agr aph; or

3. One-half credit each in practical arts career
education or exploratory career education and perforning fine
arts, as defined in this paragraph

Such credit for practical arts career education or exploratory
career education or for performng fine arts shall be nade
available in the 9th grade, and students shall be schedul ed
into a 9th grade course as a priority.

(i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to
i ncl ude consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent,
nutrition, prevention of human i munodeficiency virus
i nfection and acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and ot her
sexual |y transm ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence
and consequences of teenage pregnancy, infornmation and
i nstruction on breast cancer detection and breast
sel f-exam nation, cardiopul nonary resuscitation, drug
education, and the hazards of snoking. Such credit shall be
given for a course to be taken by all students in either the
9th or 10th grade.

(j) ©One-half credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi ntenance of personal fitness.
Participation in an interschol astic sport, whether at the

freshman, junior-varsity, or varsity level, for a full season

shal|l satisfy the one-half credit requirenent in physica

educati on.
(k) Nine elective credits.

17

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1007
185- 679B- 97

1| School boards may award a naxi num of one-half credit in social
2 | studies and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
3 | nonpai d voluntary community or school service work. Students
4 | choosing this option nust shatH- conplete a m ninumof 75 hours
5| of service in order to earn the one-half credit in either

6 | category of instruction. Credit may not be earned for service
7| provided as a result of court action. School boards that

8 | approve the award of credit for student volunteer service

9 | shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the steh

10 | credit and school principals are shatH—be responsible for

11 | approving specific volunteer activities. A course designated
12 ] in the Course Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 which
13| is taken below the 9th grade nmay be used to satisfy high

14 | school graduation requirenents or Florida Acadenic Scholar's
15| Certificate Programrequirenents as specified in a district's
16 | pupi|l progression plan

17 (5) Each district school board shall establish

18 | standards for graduation fromits schools, and these standards
19 | nust whi-eh—shat i ncl ude:
20 (a) Earning passing scores on the high schoo
21 | conpetency test defined in s. 229.57(3)(c).
22 (b) Conpletion of all other applicable requirenents
23 | prescribed by the district school board pursuant to s.
24 | 232. 245.
25 (c) Achi evenent of EfHeetivefor—the—1988-1989—school
26 | year—ant—each—year—thereafters-a cumul ative grade point
27 | average of 1.5 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for students
28 | entering 9th grade before the 1997-1998 school year; however,
29 | these students nust earn a cunul ati ve grade poi nt average of
301 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required
31| by subsection (1) that are taken after July 1, 1997.

18
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(d) Achievenent of a cunul ative grade poi nt average of

2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required

by subsection (1), for students entering 9th grade in the

1997-1998 school year and thereafter regui+red—ecourses—tor
graduati-of.
(e) For purposes of paragraphs (c) and (d):

1. Each district shall adopt policies whiehare
designed to assist students in neeting these requirenents this
regui-rerent. These Sueh policies may include, but are shatH-
not be limted to: forgiveness policies, sumrer schoo

attendance, special counseling, volunteer and/or peer tutors,
school - sponsored hel p sessi ons, honmework hotlines, and study
skills cl asses.

2. At the end of each senester, the parent or guardian
of each student in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 who has a
cumul ative grade point average of |less than 0.5 above the

cunmul ati ve grade point average required for graduati on 26

shall be notified that the student is at risk of not neeting
the requirenents for graduation. The notice shall contain an
expl anation of the policies the district has put- in place to
assi st the student in neeting the grade point average
requirenent.

3. Special assistance to obtain a high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma pursuant to s. 229.814 nmy shatt+ be given
only when +n—stch—eases—where the student has conpleted all
requi rements for graduati on except the attai nnent of the
requi red a2%-5 cunul ati ve grade poi nt average.

The standards required in this subsection, and any subsequent
nodi fi cations thereto, shall be reprinted in the Florida

19
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1| Adm nistrative Code even though stuch—standards—are not defi ned
2| as "rules."

3 (7) No student nmay be granted credit toward high

4 | school graduation for enrollnent in the follow ng courses or

51 prograns:

6 (d) Any Level | course unless the student's assessnent
7] indicates that a nore rigorous course of study would be

8 | inappropriate, in which case a witten assessnent of the need
9| nmust be included in the student's individual educational plan
10| or in a student performance plan, signed by the principal, the
11 | gui dance counsel or, and the parent or guardi an of the student,
12 | or the student if the student is 18 years of age or ol der

13 (9) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in
14 | subsections (1), (4)t5)y, and(5){6)shall be awarded a

15| standard diploma in a formprescribed by the state board. A
16 | school board nmay attach the Florida gold seal vocationa

17 | endorsenent to a standard diplonma pursuant to s. 239.217 or

18 | i nstead ta—+Hew of the standard di ploma, award differentiated
19 | di plomas to those exceeding the prescribed m ni munms. A student
20 | who conpl etes the mi ni mum nunber of credits and ot her

21 | requirenments prescribed by subsections (1) and (4)5), but who
22 | is unable to neet the standards of paragraph (5){6)(a),

23 | paragraph(5) t6)(b), or paragraph (5)(c){6)td), shall be

24 | awarded a certificate of conpletion in a form prescribed by

25| the state board. However, any student who is otherw se

26 | entitled to a certificate of conpletion may elect to remain in
27 | the secondary school either as a full-tinme student or a

28 | part-tinme student for up to 1 additional year and receive

29 | special instruction designed to renedy his or her identified
30 | deficiencies. This special instruction shall be funded from
31| the state conpensatory education funds of the district.
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1 (10) The public hearing and consideration required in
2 | paragraphs—{(a)—antd—{b)—of—subsection—{6)—antd—+n subsection

3 1(8)9shall not be construed to amend or nullify the

4 | requirenents of security relating to the contents of

5| exani nati ons or assessnent instrunents and related nmaterials
6| or data as prescribed in s. 232.248.

7 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
8| 232.2462, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

9 232. 2462 Attendance requirenent for receipt of high
10 | school credit; definition of "credit". --

11 (1) (a) For the purposes of requirenents for high

12 | school graduation, one full credit neans a m ni num of 150

13 | hours of bona fide instruction in a designated course of study
14 | which contai ns student perfornance standards as provided for
15| in s. 232.2454. Six senester credit hours of instruction

16 | earned through enroll nent pursuant to s. 240.116, which

17 | satisfy the requirenent of a district's interinstitutiona

18 | articul ati on agreenent under s. 240.1161, shall also equal one
19| full credit.

20 Section 9. Section 232.2463, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 232. 2463 Hi gh school grading system --The grading

23| systemand interpretation of |etter grades used in public high
24 | school s shall be as foll ows:

25 (1) Gade "A" equals 94 percent through 100 percent,
26 | has a grade point average value of 4, and is defined as

27 | "out standi ng progress.”

28 (2) Gade "B" equals 85 percent through 93 percent,
29 | has a grade point average value of 3, and is defined as "above
30 | average progress."

31
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(3) Before the 1997-1998 school year,grade "C' equals
75 percent through 84 percent, has a grade point average val ue

of 2, and is defined as "average progress." For the 1997-1998

school year and each year thereafter, grade "C' equals 77

percent through 84 percent, has a grade point average val ue of

2, and is defined as "average progress."
(4) Before the 1997-1998 school year,grade "D' equals
65 percent through 74 percent, has a grade point average val ue

of 1, and is defined as "lowest acceptable progress.” For the
1997-1998 school year and each year thereafter, grade "D'

equal s 70 percent through 76 percent, has a grade point

average value of 1, and is defined as "l owest acceptable

progress."
(5) Before the 1997-1998 school year,grade "F"' equals
zero percent through 64 percent, has a grade point average

val ue of zero, and is defined as "failure." For the 1997-1998

school year and each year thereafter, grade "F' equals zero

percent through 69 percent, has a grade point average val ue of

zero, and is defined as "failure."

(6) Grade "I" equals zero percent, has a grade point
average val ue of zero, and is defined as "inconplete."

For the purposes of class ranking, school districts may
exerci se a wei ghted gradi ng system

Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 232.425, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

232.425 Student standards for participation in
i nterschol astic extracurricular student activities;
regul ation. --

(3)(a) To be eligible to participate in interscholastic
extracurricul ar student activities, a student entering the 9th

22
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grade during the 1997-1998 school year and thereafter nust

mai ntain a cunul ati ve grade point average of 2.0 or above +5

on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required by
s. 232.246(1). In order to be eligible under this section
students who entered the 9th grade prior to the 1997-1998
school year nust maintain a cunul ative grade poi nt average of

2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses
required by s. 232.246(1) that are taken after July 1, 1997.
Eligibility for the first senester of the 1997-1998 schoo

year for those students who entered the 9th grade prior to the

1997-1998 school year shall be based on the school board's

policy in effect for the 1996-1997 school year. Additionally,

a student nust maintain satisfactory conduct and, if a student

is convicted of, or is found to have conmitted, a felony or a

del i nquent act which would have been a felony if conmitted by

an adult, regardl ess of whether adjudication is withheld, the

student's participation in interscholastic extracurricul ar

activities is contingent upon established and published schoo

board pol i cy. ang—rust—pass—tive—subjects—for—thegrading

pertotd—irrediatety—precedingpartieipation—except—that

(b) Any student who is exenpt fromattending a ful
school day under s. 228.041(13) nust maintain the a—%-5 grade
poi nt average required by this section and pass each class for

whi ch he or she is enroll ed.
(c) An individual home education student is shat—be
eligible to participate at a public school, and nmay devel op an
23
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agreenent to participate at a nonpublic school, in the
i nterschol astic extracurricular activities of that school
provided the followi ng conditions are net:

1. The hone education student nust neet the
requi renments of the hone education program pursuant to s.
232.02(4).

2. During the period of participation at a school, the
hone education student nust denponstrate educational progress
as required in paragraph (b) in all subjects taken in the hone
educati on program by a nethod of eval uation agreed upon by the
parent and the principal which nmay include: review of the
student's work by a certified teacher chosen by the parent;
grades earned t hrough correspondence; grades earned in courses
taken at a conmunity coll ege, university, or trade school
st andar di zed test scores above the 35th percentile; or any
ot her nmethod designated in s. 232.02(4).

3. The hone education student nust neet the sane
residency requirenents as other students in the school at
whi ch he or she participates.

4. The hone education student nust neet the sane
standards of acceptance, behavior, and perfornance as required
of other students in extracurricular activities.

5. The student nust register with the school his or
her intent to participate in interscholastic extracurricular
activities as a representative of the school before pri+or—to
t he begi nning date of the season for the activity in which he
or she wishes to participate.

6. A student who transfers froma honme education
programto a public school before pr+oer—to or during the first
gradi ng period of the school year is shalH—be acadenically
eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricul ar

24
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activities during the first grading period provided the
student has a successful evaluation fromthe previous schoo
year, pursuant to subparagraph 2.

7. Any public school or nonpublic school student who
has been unable to maintain acadenic eligibility for
participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities is
shatHH—be ineligible to participate in such activities as a
honme education student until steh—tite—as the student has
successfully conpl eted one gradi ng period in hone education
pursuant to subparagraph 2. to becone eligible to participate
as a hone education student.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
233.011, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

233.011 Accountability in curriculum educationa
instructional materials, and testing.--

(2)(a) Subject to State Board of Education review and
approval, the Departnent of Education shall provide devetop
by—Apr+—31—3985quidelines for the identification or
devel opnent, eval uation, oversight, and revision of:

1. Curriculumframeworks as specified in subsection
(3).

2. Student perfornmance standards as specified in ss.
232. 2454¢1yrand 229.565(1) ant—(2).

3. Model standards and procedures for the adoption of
state and district instructional materials and software
consistent with curriculumfranmeworks and student perfornmance
standards as specified in this paragraph. Such nodel s shal
provide the diverse student popul ations of the state with the
hi ghest quality instructional materials and software in the
nost cost-effective manner possible. Such npdels shal
i nclude a conponent to ensure the production of instructiona

25
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materials and software by the state, or a consortium of
states, when econonical or superior quality instructiona
materials or software are unavail able from conmercial sources
by special contract.

4. Mbdel standards and procedures for state and
di strict adoption, analyses, and use of nationally norned
student achi evenent tests or other nationally norned
assessnent instruments, as specified in subsection (4).

5. Criteria and procedures to determ ne which the

i ndi vi dual school prograns whieh are nost deficient in student
performance. Such criteria and procedures shall take into
account testing results under the provisions of ss. 229.565
and 232. 2454, and subsection (4).

6. Model training procedures for state-level and
di strict-level personnel assigned responsibilities for
eval uating and selecting instructional materials, software,
and normreferenced achi evenent neasures.

7. Standards for effective evaluation and conparabl e
eval uation and testing procedures anong districts.

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240. 116, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

240.116 Articul ated accel eration. --

(2)(a)1. The dual enrollnment programis shatH—be the
enrol Il ment of an eligible secondary student in a postsecondary
course creditable toward a vocational certificate or an
associ ate or baccal aureate degree. For the purpose of this
subpar agr aph paragraph, an eligi ble secondary student is
def+ned—as a student who is enrolled in a Florida public
secondary school or in a Florida nonpublic secondary schoo

which is in conpliance with s. 229.808 and conducts a
26
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1| secondary curriculum pursuant to s. 232.246. Students

2| enrolled in postsecondary instruction that is not creditable
3| toward the high school diploma may shatt not be classified as
4 | dual enrollnents. Students who are shatH—be permitted to

5] enroll in dual enrollnment courses nay take courses conducted
6 | during school hours, after school hours, and during the sumrer
7] term Any student so enrolled is shatH—be exenpt fromthe

8 | paynent of registration, matriculation, and | aboratory fees.

9| Wth the exception of vocational -preparatory instruction

10 | col l ege-preparatory instruction;-and other forms of

11| precollegiate instruction, as well as physical education

12 | courses that focus on the physical execution of a skill rather
13| than the intellectual attributes of the activity, are shatH—be
14 ) ineligible for inclusion in the dual enrollnment program

15 | Recreation and | ei sure studies courses shall be eval uated

16 | individually in the same nmanner as physical education courses
17 | for potential inclusion in the program

18 2. The Departnent of Education shall adopt guidelines
19 | designed to achi eve conparability across school districts of
20 | both student qualifications and teacher qualifications for

21| dual enrollnment courses. Student qualifications nust

22 | denponstrate readi ness for college-level coursework if the

23| student is to be enrolled in coll ege courses. Student

24 | qualifications nust denonstrate readi ness for vocational -1 evel
25| coursework if the student is to be enrolled in vocationa

26 | courses. In addition to the commbn pl acenent exani nation

27 | student qualifications for college credit dual enroll nment

28 | courses nust include a 3.0 unwei ghted grade point average, and
29 | student qualifications for vocational certificate dua

30| enroll ment courses nust include a 2.0 unwei ghted grade point
31 | average.
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Section 13. Section 240.1161, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240.1161 District interinstitutional articulation
agreenents. - -

(1) Superintendents Each—superintendent of schools and
community coll ege presidents are president—shatH—be

responsi ble for the devel opnent and inplenentation of a

conpr ehensive articul ated accel erati on program for the
students enrolled in their respective school districts and
service areas. Wthin this general responsibility, each the
superintendent and president shall devel op a conprehensive
interinstitutional articulation agreenent for the schoo
district and comunity coll ege that serves the schoo
district. The superintendent and president are encouraged to
establish an articulation comittee for the purpose of
devel oping this agreenent. Each state university president is
encouraged to designate a university representative to
participate in the devel opnent of the interinstitutional
articul ation agreenents for each school district within the
uni versity service area

(2) The district interinstitutional articulation
agreement for each any school year nust shatt be conpl eted
bef ore pri+oer—to high school registration for the fall term of

the foll owi ng school year. Fhe—itnitial——agreerent—drafted

" . et I I I I
Apr+—1—1988-The initial agreenent and each subsequent
agreement must shat- include, but is not be [imted to, the

fol l owi ng conponents:
(a) Aratification or nodification of all existing
articul ati on agreenents.

28
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1 (b) A delineation of courses and prograns conposed of
2 | dual enroll ment students.

3 (c) An identification of eligibility criteria for

4 | student participation in dual enrollnment courses and prograns.
5 (d) A delineation of institutional responsibilities

6 | regardi ng student screening prior to enrollnent and nonitoring
7 | student performance subsequent to enrollnent in dua

8 | enrol I nent courses and prograns.

9 (e) An identification of the criteria by which the

10 | quality of dual enrollnent courses and prograns are to be

11| judged and a delineation of institutional responsibilities for
12 | the nmi ntenance of instructional quality.

13 (f) A delineation of institutional responsibilities
14 | for assunming the cost of dual enroll nent courses and prograns
15| that includes such responsibilities for student instructiona
16 | materi al s.

17 (g) An identification of responsibility for providing
18 | student transportation if the dual enrollnment instructionis
19 | conducted at a facility other than the high school canpus.

20 (h) A delineation of the process for converting

21| college credit hours earned through dual enroll nent and early
22 | admi ssion prograns to high school credit based on nmastery of
23 | course outcones.

24 (3) The superintendent of schools is shatH—be

25 | responsible for incorporating, either directly or by

26 | reference, all dual enrollnent courses contained within the
27 | district interinstitutional articulation agreenent within the
28 | district pupil progression plan

29 (4) Courses and prograns may be added to or del eted
30| fromthe district interinstitutional articulation agreenent at
31| any tinme. Such additions and del eti ons nust shatH- be nutually

29
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approved by the superintendent of schools and comunity
col | ege president before pri+or—to incorporation into the
agr eenent .

(5) School districts and comunity coll eges may enter
into additional interinstitutional articulation agreenents
with state universities for the purposes of this section.
School districts may also enter into interinstitutiona
articul ation agreenents with eligible independent coll eges and
universities pursuant to s. 236.081(1)(j). State universities
and community colleges may enter into interinstitutiona
articul ation agreenents wi th nonpublic secondary school sy
pursuant to s. 240.116.

(6) The Departnent of Education shall approve any
course for inclusion in the dual enrollnent programthat is
contained within the commbn course designation and nunbering
system However, college-preparatory and ot her forns of
precol |l egiate instruction, and physical education and ot her
courses that focus on the physical execution of a skill rather
than the intellectual attributes of the activity, may shat-
not be so approved, but nust —Reereatioen—andtersure—studies
courses—shat- be eval uated i ndividual | y in—the—sareranner—as
physiecat—education—courses for potential inclusion in the dua
enrol | rent program

Section 14. Subsection (5) of section 240.117, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 117 Comon pl acenent testing for public
post secondary educati on. - -

(5) A Ne student nmay not shat be enrolled in a
col l ege credit mathemates—or—EngH-sh course on a dua
enrol | rent basis unless the student has denonstrated adequate
precol | egi ate preparation on the seetien—of—the basic

30
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conput ati on and comuni cation skills assessnment required
pursuant to subsections stbseetioen (1) and (2)that—s

. F o I o . . I
cotrse.

Section 15. Subsection (5) is added to section
240.118, Florida Statutes, to read:

240. 118 Postsecondary feedback of information to high
school s. - -

(5) The Commi ssi oner of Education shall annually

reconrend to the Legislature statutory changes to reduce the

i nci dence of postsecondary renedi ation in nmathemati cs,

reading, and witing for first-tine enrolled recent high

school graduates.

Section 16. Subsection (2) and paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 240.529, Florida Statutes, are
anended, and paragraph (d) is added to subsection (4) of said
section, to read

240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns. --

(2) DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHER PREPARATI ON PROGRAMS. - - A
syst em shatH—be devel oped by the Departnent of Education in
coll aboration with institutions of higher education shall te

assi st departnments and col |l eges of education in the
restructuring of their prograns to neet the need for producing
qual ity teachers now and in the future. The system nust be
desi gnhed to shatt assi st teacher educators in conceptuali zing,
devel opi ng, inplenenting, and eval uati ng prograns that neet
st at e- adopt ed standards. The Educati on Standards Conmi ssion
has shatH—have primary responsibility for recommendi ng these
standards to the State Board of Education for adoption. These
standards shall enphasize quality indicators drawn from

31
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1| research, professional literature, recognized guidelines,
2| Florida essential teaching conpetencies, effective classroom
3| practices, and the outcones of the state system of schoo
4 | i mprovenent and education accountability and "Bl ueprint 2000, "
5] as well as perfornmance neasures. Departnents and col |l eges of
6 | education shall ensure that teacher preparation progranms and
7 | courses enphasi zing "Bl ueprint 2000" concepts and standards
8| receive priority funding.
9 (3) INTIAL STATE PROGRAM APPROVAL. - -
10 (a) A program approval processybased on standards
11 | adopted pursuant to subsection (2) nust;—shat be established
12 | for postsecondary teacher preparation prograns, —Fhi-Ss—program
13 | apptoval—precess—shat-t—be phased in according to tinelines
14 | determ ned by the Departnent of Education, and;—by—July—31-
15 | 1995—shatH—be fully inplenented for all teacher preparation
16 | prograns in the state. Each program shall choose one of the
17 | foll owi ng options:
18 1. An approval process that incorporates those
19 | provisions and requirenents necessary for recognition by the
20 | National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
21| and that provides for joint accreditation and program approval
22 | review by the state and the National Council for the
23 | Accreditation of Teacher Education for those units seeking
24 | initial or continuing accreditation. The approval process nust
25 |<&>shalt+ be consistent with the intent set forth in subsection
26| (1); or
27 2. An alternative program approval process devel oped
28 | by the departnent. This alternative approval process nust
29 | shalt be consistent with the intent set forth in subsection
30| (1) and shat—be based prinmarily upon significant, objective,
31| and quantifiable graduate perfornmance neasures. This approval
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process nay shatH not be based on National Council for the
Accreditation of Teacher Education provisions and
requi rements.

For purposes of this section, the term"unit" is defined by
t he National Association for the Accreditation of Teacher
Education and nmeans the coll ege, school, departnent, or other
adm nistrative body within the institution that is primarily
responsi ble for the preparation of teachers and ot her
prof essi onal education personnel. The term"program' is
defined by the State Board of Education and neans a set of
courses, activities, or other experiences designed to help
i ndi vi dual s devel op the conpetencies required for a specified
type of certification coverage.

(4) CONTI NUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. --Begi nning July 1
1995, and notwi thstandi ng the provisions of subsection (3),
failure by a public or nonpublic teacher preparation program
to neet the criteria for continued program approval shal
result in |oss of program approval. The Departnent of
Education in collaboration with the departnents and col | eges
of education shall devel op procedures for continued program
approval that docunent the continuous inprovenent of program
processes and graduates' perfornance.

(d) Beginning July 1, 1997, continued approval for a

t eacher preparation programis contingent upon standards being

in place that are designed to adequately prepare el enentary,

m ddl e, and hi gh school teachers to instruct their students in

hi gher-1evel nmathematics concepts at the appropriate grade

| evel .
Section 17. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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3 . o . . .
Revi ses provisions relating to educational evaluation

4 procedures. Revises requirenents of the student.
assessment programin the public schools. Requires

5 intensive reading instruction for students wth ]
identified reading deficiencies. Authorizes retention

6 under certain circunstances. Revises provisions relating
to student performance standards. Wth respect to h!?h

7 school graduation requirenents, revises certain credi
requi refrents, raises the required cunul ative grade point

8 average, and restricts credit for certain courses. ]
Provi des requirenments for recei pt of high school credit

9 through articul ated accel eration., ReviSes provisions
relating. to the high school grading system  Ralses the

10 grade poOi nt averageée required for Part|C|pat!on in
interschol astic exXxtracurricul ar student activities.

11 Provi des for participation based on conduct and on schoo
board policy under certain circunstances. Requires the

12 adoption of "guidelines relating to dual enroll nent.
Provi des requirenments for district interinstitutional

13 articulation agreenents. Revises provisions relating to
dual enroll ment course requirenents. Requires

14 reconmendation of statutory changes to reduce
post secondary renedjation.” Requires standards for

15 ﬂreﬂaratlon of teachers to instruct students in

16 i gher-level mathematics concepts.
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